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STATE OF FLORIDA 

THE CAPITOL 
TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 32399-0001 

JEB BUSH 
GOVERNOR 

4 0 8 8 5 3 * 

January 6, 2000 

The Honorable William J. Clinton 
President of the United States 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear President Clinton: 

Ms. Doris Meissner, Commissioner of Immigration and Naturalization Service, 
announced yesterday that Elian Gonzalez would be returned to his father's custody in 
Cuba. Today, Attomey General Janet Reno announced she would not reverse the 
Commissioner's decision. This unilateral decision by INS came before Elian's scheduled 
asylum hearing with INS, and ignores its previously stated commitment to protect the 
needs of refugee children such as Elian, INS's order sadly makes no mention of the fact 
that Elian's mother sacrificed her own life so that Elian might live in freedom and liberty 
in the United States. 

Many in the South Florida community are incensed by the failure of INS to afford 
Elian any hearing or appropriate due process, and are justifiably concerned about the 
welfare of this child. Elian's father has not been permitted to leave Cuba to visit his son 
here, and may not have been permitted to speak freely while in Cuba. Thus, his 
statements to the INS expressing a desire to remain in Cuba are suspect. Fidel Castro has 
made Elian a poster child for his communist dictatorship, and has tumed what should be a 
determination as to the child's best interests into a way to advance his own political 
tyranny. As a result of this arbitrary and imilateral decision to retum Elian to Cuba, civil 
protests in Miami have already commenced. 
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The actions of the Commissioner and the Attomey General to date have been 
insensitive and contrary to the fundamental constitutional rights enjoyed by all. T.ask tliat_ 
you, as President, review and reverse Ae_decisio3^ of^the C o r ^ and Attomey 

J^^^^!^^^^^}2^0oa:s^ez to Cutjju^llie issue bTElian*"rfeiSi'ciSto<iy ŝ ^̂  
(letermined not by INS unilaterally, but by a hearing in our own state judicial system. 
Your administration initially realized the ftindamental fairness of a state-court resolution 
before allowing INS to interfere with Elian Gonzalez's life. Our state cotirts are impartial, 
and have a history of fairly resolving custody issues. Moreover, our state courts can, and 
will, assure that Elian and his father receive the due process to which they are entitled. A 
court, not INS, should resolve this issue under applicable law, so that the final decision 
on Elian's custody and residency is made in the best interests ofthe child. 

Finally, given INS' decision to retum Elian to Cuba no later than January 14, 
2000, your attention to this matter is required immediately. Thank you for your 
consideration. 

sincerely, 

Jeb Bush 
Governor 
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