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COLORADO-MONTANA-WYOMING STATE CONFERENCE OF BRANCHES
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE

BEATRICE MaLXOON
May 18, 1999
PENGAL MCRAY
{87 Vﬁm
severwex | Mr. Ben Johnson
mmawme | Deputy Assistant to the President
et 1600 Pennsylvania Ave.
| JUELESEL  Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. Johnson

On Thursday, May 13, 1999 I faxed a letter addressed to President Clinton to your office. 1
would greatly appreciate, if possible, a response before the President’s planned wvisit this
Thursday.

After serving on the President’s Initiative on Race panel I find it ironic to be addressing the same
topic of stereotyping groups and people. It is very important for those of us who live and work in
the inner city to believe and feel our families are just as important as everyone else.

The 1ssue of violence and its catastrophic results deeply affect the quality of life, or lack of 1t in
numerous urban communities and neighborhoods. After attending a number of the funerals on the
list which I faxed, as well as, oft times having to work with the families of the perpetrator also,
the issue is very close to my heart and that of other’s who work with these young people.

We believe the time has come to develop an efficacious and sound proactive approach to the
culture of violence which now exasts.

I can be reached at (303) 919-5895, fax (303)321-7039 or e-mail Revgford@aol.com. Please let
me know if anytime will be allotted for us.

Thank you for your time and assistance in this matter.

erely

A 22\

.Gill L. Ford
Chairman Political Action Committee

P.0. BOX 1915 - COLORADO SPRINGS, COLORADO 80901 - PHONE/FAX (719) 392-9526
OFFICE PHONE (719) 475-7255
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COLORADO-MONTANA-WYOMING STATE CONFERENCE OF BRANCHES
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE

DBEATRICE MADIBON
May 18, 1999
PENGAL MCRaY
18T ViexX
TEvEY, Wk Mr. Ben Johnson

mmswnra | Deputy Assistant to the President
ST 1600 Pennsylvania Ave.
| Menen | Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. Johnson

On Thursday, May 13, 1999 I faxed a letter addressed to President Clinton to your office. I

would greatly appreciate, if possible, a response before the President’s planned visit this
Thursday.

After serving on the President’s Initiative on Race panel I find it ironic to be addressing the same
topic of stereotyping groups and people. It is very important for those of us who live and work in
the inner city to believe and feel our families are just as important as everyone else.

The issue of violence and its catastrophic results deeply affect the quality of life, or lack of it in
numerous urban communities and neighborhoods. After attending a number of the finerals on the
list which I faxed, as well as, oft times having to work with the families of the perpetrator also,
the issue is very close to my heart and that of other’s who work with these young people.

We believe the time has come to develop an efficacious and sound proactive approach to the
culture of violence which now exists.

I can be reached at (303) 919-5895, fax (303)321-7039 or e-mail Revgford@aol.com. Please let
me know if anytime will be allotted for us..

Thank you for your time and assistance in this matter.

%f‘ G{bcw,ZaQ

Chairman Political Action Committee

P.0. BOX 1915 - COLORADO SPRINGS, COLORADO 803901 - PHONE/FAX (719) 392-9526
OFFICE PHONE (719) 475-72588
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To: Mr. Ben Johnson

From: Rev. Gill L. Ford
Chairman State Political Action Committee
2675 Holly St
Denver, CO 80207
Voice Mail 303 919-5895
Fax 303 321-7039
E-mail Revgford@a0l.com

3 Pages total
Special Note:
If you will send me your address I will mail you a hard copy of this letter

~ also, otherwise I will only be able to send the hard copy to the President.
Thank you for your assistance in this matter.
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COLORADO-MONTANA-WYOMING STATE CONFERENCE OF BRANCHES
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE

Rev. Gill L. Fard
Phone (303) 919-5895
Fax (303) 321-7039

May 12, 1999
The Honorable William J. Clinton
TRICE MADISON
peelliidug President of the United States of America
1600 Pcansylvania Ave.
McCRAY .
':S:S\;r‘;lée PAESIDENT - Washington, DC 20500
. MACK . .
_gthtEJv viet rresioent  Dear President Clinton,
';Eg:;;.‘m"",me" Plcasc Ict me start by saying that it is not my intention in any way to lessen or down play the tragedy which
took place at Columbine High School in Littleton Colorado. The loss of those 13 students because of reckless
#HE:ESE{EZWELL and random violence is terrible.

Nevertheless there an extremcly troublesome dilemma which has been created by yours and many politicians response in this
matter. Clearly, given the long standing problems which urban communities have faced and dealt with for a numcrous years, the
innocent lives which have been lost, appear not to have carried the same weight or impact The stark contrast in your responsc,
and that of other elected officials in particular, in this matter reflects a lack of concern, compassion for other families,
communitics and instifutions which have been and for some continue to be adverscly affected by senseless violence.

ARcr examining the cycle and culture of violence which urtan and inncr city schools have been forced to address and confront, it
is disappointing to note the acrimonious actions of your administration to morc policc on the street, create harsher sentencing
guidclincs and build more prisons. The proliferation and access to guns has been a long standing topic, yet it is not until an
unfortunate incident in a suburban school has the nation been willing to focus on the problem or to be more precise the
multifaceted problems in society which perpetuate the increasing violent responses we cbserve.

Clearly, not only for youth, but also for many adults there is an ever growing frustration and anxiety surrounding the petceived
unfair assessment, treatment and outcomes expericnced today. The disparate practices of individuals, not only because of race
and cthnicity, but cconomics and where you live can do nothing more than add to thar tension, as has been found in the varions
commmunity and school mectings I have been in,

It is disappointing to note that you as the lcader have placed a greater value, and extended 2 higher level of priority and
hymanity, as well as, concern for this particular community than that which has been afforded others. If therc is any good to
come out of this tragedy it must begin with helping everyone to understand that the problem which now exists, exists everywhere.
Furthermory it is going (o take a collaborative effort, suborban, urban and rural communitics coming together, to make lasting
real changes.

The greatest monument that can be erected will be one to every parent who has lost a child to senseless violence. Anything less
can only work to divide commmunities. During your visit to Denver we, a gronp of men and women who have spent a mumber of
years working with youth and violence, would welcome an opportynity 1o share with you its realities and its impact on the lives
of diffcrent victims.

7 A<l

Rev. Gill L. Ford :
Chairman Political Action Commitiee

cc: Bea Madison - State President
Dean Askew - Street Beat
Rev. Leon Kelly ~ Open Door

P.0O. BOX 1915 - COLORADO SPRINGS, COLORADO 80901 - PHONE/FAX (719) 392-9526
OFFICE PHONE (719) 475-7255
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This is a listing of young people who died young and violent deaths in the Denver area, yet there was no outcry to examine the climate, nor
culture of violence which claimed their lives. We can only wonder if this effort had happened maybe the Columbine tragedy might never
would have transpired. Sadly we will never know.

But one thing we do know is that if the process of examining the various issues and causes of violence in our society is not inclusive,
especially invoiving individuals who have been dealing with these issues for a long time, the next tragedy will not be averted.
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Name Age Narne Age Name Ago
{888 Oaroiine, Delorvay 17 1994 Alyds, Gearge 17 1688 Amchuteta, Micheal 18
Riey, Rashld 17 Blsonatte, Wayne 10 Bemard, Gina 14
Rivem, Patick 15 Espinaza, Anpsl . Goalter, Tiifany 14
Smith, Cameron 18 QOnflapgas, Dorkan 13 Castillo, Shaun 18
Laya, Asmundo 18 Encinas, Emle 17
1989 Asison, Nyle t Maasias, Geronimo 1] Foloy, Matthew 16
Radim, Den 17 Medina, Ray 16 Hagman, Justn 15
Mills, Jovan 17 Riay, Jason {8
1890 Groen, J.J. 13 Pape, Wililam L] Rosales Jeaus “
Horhem, Allen 2 Royes, Anionlo 7
Nugnes, Lean 1] Rodriguaz &, Thomas [:) 1887 Acaste, Kestry 6
Ramirez, Danny 1] Ross, Dapfel [ Clayton, Justin 18
Senders, Richard ] Roybal, Jarry 1 Coaper, Desndrae L]
Simpson, Richard 16 Teylar, Glsnn V7 Duvall, Brandallne 1]
Wikins, Onzis 16 Teinnijunla, Weslsy 12 Grven, Gearge 7
Teinnl, Jinnle 13 Leyva, Jase 7
1891 Queno, Elfeh 16 Weada, Jashua 18 Meadows, Emest 1]
Oavilla, Roberto 18 Pelyasky, Michsal 14
Johirson, Dominkjue 17 1895 Barels, Mioheal [ Schuck, Derrdk 18
McNulty, Landy 14 Basy, Vinoent 10 Shacidey, Brian 17
Manfoya Ji., Reger 1l C. Willam 10 Talot, Kevin 18
Murphy, Damon 7  Carvantas, Danlel 17 '
Nazza, Belhanie [ Chave, Joseph 18 1998 Avalos, Marissa 18
Randaiph, Danick 18 Desrnand, Ray 17 Avila, David 15
Whils, Timothy 18 Edvmmds Jv., Wayne s Baysen, Matthew 7
Evang, Cazson 3 cannar, Alsn 18
1992 Chaver, Jasan 18 Qray, Ashley 5 Davix, Pariss 16
Duwln, Jarvey 13 Greap, Joasph 1§ Duran, Shamal "
Daviy, Leonard 14 Green, Joshua 18 Her, Jatsa t7
Disrmulee, Fredrick 12 Husrla, Shumer 14 Howard, Oavid 1o
Ealon, Chaka Kehn 8 Hill, Preston 17 Menlove-Alvarez, Ashely 4
QGoetach, Dareal 17 Johnsar, Lslssiae t7 Mesinez, Juen 14
Hicks, Theron t6 Jahnaan, Stave te Mudtinez, Miches! 18
Janes, Dinyelle 1] Luenkenga, Anthony 1] Martinez, Nadia ”
Manchego, Jennifer 19 Maldanedo, Jasse 14 Modia, Grag 19
Moarshsad, Quy 17 Marcus, Escabar 17 Man{s, Frank 18
Thempeon, Veme 18 Martinez, Carics 15 Monales Jr., Edgardo 18
Martinez, Clint 18 Munaz, Marttha 14
1293 Alllson, Charles 7 Maya, Temance 17 Ober, Zach 18
Banks, Car 18 Peleswon, Rechelle 18 Ortiz, Anthoery 17
Friand, Lanell 15 Stull, Kemsie 18 Palz, Jeson 18
Johnson, Bary 16 Teykar, Kleyasha 8mo's Powell, Temsll 14
Shead, Sieven 17 Thompaon, Wilke 18 Prinos, Naomi 1L}
Trambath, Jason 7 Washingtan, Rabert 16 Rallly, Emlly 7
White, Donnell 13 West, Jovon 16 Selazar, Glibert 18
Stene, Paul 19
Trewsal, Cluiatopher "

1989 Curanas, Adran

Limanez Jr., Danry

7
13



