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August 5, 1999 

Ms. Jasmine Jorgensen 
L i t t l e t o n , Colorado 

Dear Jasmine: 

Thank you f o r your k i n d note and your prayers. I t meant a 
l o t t o me t o meet w i t h those who have been touched.by the tragedy 
at Columbine, and while words cannot ease your pain over the loss 
of Cassie, I want you t o know t h a t you and your f a m i l y remain i n 
our thoughts and prayers. 

I n response t o the t r a g i c events at Columbine, my A d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
launched a n a t i o n a l grassroots campaign t o prevent youth v i o l e n c e . 
Several r e l i g i o u s leaders have agreed t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n t h i s e f f o r t , 
which w i l l examine, among other issues, the r o l e of r e l i g i o n i n p u b l i c 
schools. Like you, I am a strong proponent of r e l i g i o u s freedom and 
expression. Nothing i n our C o n s t i t u t i o n requires schools t o be f a i t h -
f r e e zones, where c h i l d r e n must leave t h e i r r e l i g i o n at the schoolhouse 
door. Last year, my A d m i n i s t r a t i o n issued comprehensive g u i d e l i n e s t o 
c l a r i f y what k i n d of r e l i g i o u s a c t i v i t y i s and must be permissible i n 
p u b l i c schools. According t o our laws, students have the r i g h t t o pray 
p r i v a t e l y and i n d i v i d u a l l y at school. They have the r i g h t t o meet i n 
r e l i g i o u s groups on school grounds and t o use school f a c i l i t i e s , j u s t 
as any other club. They also have the r i g h t t o read the B i b l e or any 
r e l i g i o u s t e x t during study h a l l or free class time. 

The tragedy at Columbine shocked and saddened the American people, 
and you can be assured t h a t I am doing a l l t h a t I can t o prevent such a 
tragedy from ever happening again. May God bless you and your f a m i l y . 

Sincerely, 

BC/WMW/SMH/DWB/ckb-lynn (Corres. #4378908) 
(8.jorgensen.j) 

Sec: W. Wondwossen, 97 OEOB 

SENT c/o 
Mr. and Mrs. Bradley B e r n a l l 
6323 South Saulsbury Court 
L i t t l e t o n , Colorado 80123 

99 03 0 6 



DRAFT OF BC LETTER 

INITIALS: BC / wmw 

DRAFT DATE / LETTER DATE: Jul 03^1999 / 

CLEAR WITH: WHCC: 

CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESSED TO: 
Ms. Jasmine Jorgensen 0 r t f . ^ A ̂<""S. 
6323 South Saulsbury Court 'Bra.JW 
Littleton, Colorado 80123 ^er^W 

DOCUMENT TITLE: /slr/p/jorgensen.j.wmw 

CORRESPONDENCE #: 4378908 

CC: W. Wondwossen, 97 
N. Sharma, 97 

APPROVAL/ENCLOSURES/SPECIALINSTR: 
Cleared by Eddie Coriea i n Counsel's 
o f f i c e 6/15. 
Cleared by Maureen Shea, 6/17. 

Dear Jasmine: 

Thank you f o r your kind note and your prayers. It̂ î .â â̂ Q(&Kt-©5fim̂ .teai 
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yjW, \ c i Itnow my words cannot ease your p a i n ^ tedTl want you t o know that^your" 
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I n response t o the t r a g i c events at Columbine, my Administration launched 

a n a t i o n a l grass-roots campaign to prevent youth violence. Several 

r e l i g i o u s leaders have agreed t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n t h i s e f f o r t , which w i l l 

examine, among other issues, the r o l e of r e l i g i o n i n pub l i c schools. 

Like you, I am a strong proponent of r e l i g i o u s freedom and expression. 

Nothing i n our C o n s t i t u t i o n requires schools t o be f a i t h - f r e e zones, 

where c h i l d r e n must leave t h e i r r e l i g i o n at the schoolhouse door. Last 

year, my Administration issued comprehensive guidelines t o c l a r i f y what 

kind of r e l i g i o u s a c t i v i t y i s and must be permissible i n publ i c schools. 

According t o our laws, students have the r i g h t t o pray p r i v a t e l y and 

i n d i v i d u a l l y at school. They have the r i g h t t o meet i n r e l i g i o u s groups 

on school grounds and t o use school f a c i l i t i e s , j u s t as any other club. 

They also have the r i g h t t o read the Bible or any r e l i g i o u s t e x t during 

study h a l l or free class time. 

Out ul the mlsis at Columbine, uui imLiun lidu wltiieaaed the piuluuird 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 13 , 1999 

Mr. and JAv .e-Bradley.Bernall 
632 3 J ) ^ ^ i b 9 S a u l sbtiry Court 
L i t t l e t o n , Colorado 80123 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. B e m a l l : 

H i l l a r y and I were deeply saddened about your 
daughter's death. We know our words cannot ease 
the p a i n you are f e e l i n g , but we wanted you t o know 
t h a t you are i n our thoughts and prayers. We know 
how d e a r l y you loved Cassie and understand, i f only 
i n our worst f e a r s , the ho r r o r of what has happened 
i n your l i v e s . 

A l l Americans share your g r i e f . Such senseless 
v i o l e n c e and hatred h u r t each of us, though few 
have had t o endure i t s e f f e c t s as p e r s o n a l l y as 
you have. We pray that"God's grace w i l l s u s t a i n 
you d u r i n g t h i s t e r r i b l e time and t h a t the l o v i n g 
support of your f a m i l y , f r i e n d s , and the e n t i r e 
L i t t l e t o n community w i l l ' b r i n g you comfort.and 
s t r e n g t h i n the days ahead. 

f 
S i n c e r e l y , 

IP 
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