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November 12, 1999 

Warm greeting s t o everyone gathered i n A r l i n g t o n , V i r g i n i a , 
f o r the 49th n a t i o n a l convention of the National Council of Negro 
Women. 

A f r i c a n American women have made outstanding c o n t r i b u t i o n s 
t o our s o c i e t y . From government t o academia, i n d u s t r y t o the 
a r t s , A f r i c a n American women today have carved out f o r themselves 
p o s i t i o n s of leadership, proving time and again t h a t s o c i e t y 
b e n e f i t s immeasurably when a l l people enjoy equal r i g h t s and 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s . However, the str u g g l e f o r t r u e e q u a l i t y i s not 
over u n t i l every American has the t o o l s and o p p o r t u n i t i e s t o 
succeed. 

The members of NCNW have w e l l understood t h i s s t r u g g l e , 
and f o r n e a r l y 65 years, you have helped t o address the c r i t i c a l 
challenges f a c i n g A f r i c a n American women, t h e i r f a m i l i e s , and 
t h e i r communities. The theme of t h i s year's convention, "Leave 
No One Behind: Moving S t r a t e g i c a l l y I n t o the Millennium," 
r e f l e c t s your commitment t o empowering a l l our c i t i z e n s w i t h the 
s k i l l s , education, o p p o r t u n i t i e s , and encouragement t o l i v e out 
t h e i r dreams. As you gather together t o discuss a v a r i e t y of 
important issues and t o chart a new agenda f o r the next century, 
I commend each of you f o r upholding the p r i n c i p l e s upon which Mary 
McLeod Bethune founded your o r g a n i z a t i o n . Together, we can improve 
the q u a l i t y of l i f e f o r a l l our people and create a b r i g h t e r f u t u r e 
f o r our c h i l d r e n . 

H i l l a r y j o i n s me i n extending best wishes f o r a productive 

Bill cum 
convention and f o r every f u t u r e success. 

BC/WMW/SK/MAH/efr-pfs (Corres. #7036821) 
(11.ncnw) 
(Event: ASAP) 

cc: P r e s i d e n t i a l Messages, 91 OEOB 
c: DWB/SPM, 94 OEOB 

SENT TO: 
The Honorable Dorothy I . Height 
Chair and President Emerita 
National Council of Negro Women, Inc. 
63 3 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20004 

DO NOT MAIL -- RETURN TO CARMEN FOWLER, 91 OEOB, FOR DISPATCH 
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November 12, 1999 

Warm greetings t o everyone gathered i n A r l i n g t o n , V i r g i n i a , 
f o r the 4 9th n a t i o n a l convention of the National Council of Negro 
Women. 

A f r i c a n American women have made outstanding c o n t r i b u t i o n s 
t o our s o c i e t y . From government t o academia, i n d u s t r y t o the 
a r t s , A f r i c a n American women today have carved out f o r themselves 
p o s i t i o n s of leadership, proving time and again t h a t s o c i e t y 
b e n e f i t s immeasurably when a l l people enjoy equal r i g h t s and 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s . However, the s t r u g g l e f o r t r u e e q u a l i t y i s not 
over •ji^jCriroe-T—peve^t-y-—pe-psig.tent.. rac-Lsm-,—a^id—trhe- bre-akdown— 
4±Le—€amirl^^sSfe«—fe©o==a|a^fcpbst^^ 
. a t r u 3 g a i j i g _ t . Q _ s u c c e e d _ i ^ : r 5 ^ ^ u ^ ^ ^^^^^^^ ^ , 

The members of NCNW have w e l l understood t h i s s t r u g g l e , c/?£0̂ t̂̂ ttl/' 
and f o r n e a r l y 65 years, you have helped t o address the c r i t i c a l M T / ^ ^ ^ ^ 
challenges f a c i n g A f r i c a n American women, t h e i r f a m i l i e s , and 
t h e i r communities. The theme of t h i s year's convention, "Leave A '̂̂ ^KJLe^ 
No One Behind: Moving S t r a t e g i c a l l y I n t o the Millennium," 
r e f l e c t s your commitment t o empowering a l l our c i t i z e n s w i t h the 
s k i l l s , education, o p p o r t u n i t i e s , and encouragement t o l i v e out 
t h e i r dreams. As you gather together t o discuss a v a r i e t y of 
important issues and t o chart a new agenda f o r the next century, 
I commend each of you f o r upholding the p r i n c i p l e s upon which Mary 
McLeod Bethune founded ^ i S ^ r g a n i z a t i o n ^ a * — f o u n d e d . Together, we 
can improve the q u a l i t y of jkife f o r a l l our people and create a 
b r i g h t e r f u t u r e f o r our chil(;iren. 

H i l l a r y j o i n s me i n extending best wishes f o r a productive 
convention and f o r every f u t u r e success. 

BC/WMW/SK/MAH/efr (Corres. #7036821) 
(11.ncnw) 
(Event: ASAP) 
cc: P r e s i d e n t i a l Messages, 91 OEOB 
SENT TO: 
Ms< Dorothy I . Height 
- ^ h a i r and President Emerita 
N a t i o n a l Council of Negro Women, Inc. 
63 3 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20004 

cc: SPM/DWB, Room 94 
DO NOT MAIL -- RETURN TO CARMEN FOWLER, 91 OEOB, FOR DISPATCH 



DRAFT OF: BCsEETTER 

INITIALS: BC /wmw ^^/C/zA^^ DOCUMENT NAME: 
\\s_who00010\dos\public\letter\slr\pm\wm 
w\ncnw wmw.doc 

DRAFT / LETTER DATE: November 
15, 1999 

CORRESPONDENCE #: 7036821 

CC: 
CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESSED TO: 
49th N a t i o n a l Conference 
National Council of Negro 
Women 
c/o Ms. Dorothy I . Height, 
Chair and President Emerita 
63 3 Pennsylvania Avenue N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20004 

COMMENTS: cc: SPM/DWB, Room 94 

Warm greeting s t o everyone gathered i n A r l i n g t o n , V i r g i n i a , f o r the 

4 9"̂  n a t i o n a l convention of the National Council of Negro Women. 

African American women have made outstanding contributions to our 

society. From government to academia, industry to the arts, African 

American women today have carved out for themselves positions of 

leadership, proving time and again that society benefits 

immeasurably when all people enjoy equal rights and opportunities. 

However, the struggle for true equality is not overj^Crime_j__ (J 

pevei Ly7—pGrgiatGn-fe—rmrrSTrn and the breakdown ot t"ITe~f"a'mr-ty—e-r^ate 

too many obstacl'^q fn-r—t^-hcM-vcands—e-i-Acme-jf-i-ea-n-s—sti^iggllng—to—succeed— 

i ^ r _ s o c i G t y . ^ g 

The members of NCNW have w e l l understood t h i s s t r u g g l e , and f o r 

nea r l y 65 years, you have helped t o address the c r i t i c a l challenges 



f a c i n g A f r i c a n American women, t h e i r f a m i l i e s , and t h e i r 

\ communities. The theme of t h i s year's convention, ̂  Leave No One 

^^^^/^''fiehlndl^ Moving S t r a t e g i c a l l y I n t o the Millennium,^ r e f l e c t s your 

commitment t o empowering a l l our c i t i z e n s w i t h t h e ^ o p p o r t u n i t i e ^ a n d 

encouragement t o l i v e out t h e i r dreams. As you gather together t o 

discuss a v a r i e t y of important issues and t o chart a new agenda f o r 

the next century, I commend each of you f o r upholding the p r i n c i p l e s 

upon which ycrdnr organizatio^NwaTi=f'OQg^e<i. Together, we can •provido • 

our fafflj-rxes w i t h the ctrGngth and oupport they need to~y a i s e a l l 

—e^^' c h i l d r e n i n an cnvironmont of lovo,—hope,—a^id opportu-n-ity.-

H i l l a r y j o i n s me i n extending best wishes 'trgy-o^:^ f o r a productive 

convention and f o r every f u t u r e success. 



National Council of Negro Women http://www.usbol.com/ncnw/histl.html 

I National Council of Negro Women, Inc. 

f lO i l l ' 
Mission, Message, Milestones 

Founded noted educator and human rights activist Mary McLeod 
Bethune, the National Council of Negro Women is the nation's broadest based 
organization of African American wornen. A non-profit voluntary service 
organization with 34 national affiliated constituency based organizations and 250 
community based sections, NCNW hs an outreach to over four million women . 

The Mission 

The mission of the National Council of Negro Women is to advance opportunities 
and the quality of life for African American women, their families and communities. 

The Message 

Consistent with our founder's vision, NCNW serves as a national "organization of org; 
extend the collective power and leadership of African American women. 

The Milestones 

nizations" to 

• 1935 NCNW founded as a national "organization of organizations" and the premier national 
coalition of black women's organizations. 

• 1937 Established first Local Councils ~ later to knownas Sections. 

• 1940 Began publication of Aframerican Women's Journal, edited by Sue Bailey Thurman 

• 1943 Purchased first national headquarters building, the Bethune Council House. 

• 1966 Certified as tax exempt by the I.R.S. 

• 1974 Dedicated Bethune Memorial in Washinton's Linclon Park — the first monument to an 
African American or to a woman or any race on public land in the Nation's Capital. 

• 1979 Dedicated Mary McLeod Bethune Memorial Museum and National Archives for Black 
Women's History. 

• 1986 Established Black Family Reunion Celebrations to focus on historic strenghts and traditional 
values of the Black Family. 

• 1992 Published Black Family Renion Cookbook, the first of three books that document the 
diversity and heritage of African American cuisine. 

• 1994 Bethune Council House became unit of the National Park Sercie by act of the 102nd 
Congress. 

and Internationally... 

• 1945 Mrs. Bethune was offical delegate to organizational meetings on the United Nations. 

• 1946 Granted Non-Governmental Observer status at the United Nations. 

of 2 11/15/1999 5:53 PM 



National Council of Negro Women http://www.usbol.com/ncnw/histl.html 

• 1952 Dr. Height attended UNESCO Conference on Women's Rights, Haiti. 

• 1954 Sent NCNW representive to International Council on Women, Helsinki, Finland. 

• 1975 Initiated NCNW's Intemational Division, formally introducing collaborative concept of 
twirming between African and African American women's organizatrions. 

• 1975 Conducted Peace, Equality and Development seminar in Mexico City during World 
Conference and Tribunal of Intemational Women's Year. 

. 1989 Held first NCNWCradle of Civilization Symposium in Cairo. 

• 1994 Participated in the United Nations International Conference on Population and Development 
in Cairo. Dr. Height served as official advisor to U.S. delegation. 

• 1995 Granted consultative status at the United Nations. 

History / President's Message / Directors / Organization / Inaugural / Hot Links 

Main Menu 
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http://www.ncnw.com/membership/membershipbody.html 

ers 

NCNW is improving the quality of life for African American women, their families, and 
their communities. NCNW is a coalition of national women's organizations, united for 
strength, reaching out to all wonien and their families to advance their quality of life 
Ihrouqh programs of service and advocacy. Make a difference by becoming part of 
the National Council of Negro Women, Inc. For more information call the 
Membership Department at (202) 737-0120. Click here to print and mail a 
membership application. 

THANK 
YOU! 

Our sincere thanks to the more than 700 hosts who held a "Circle of Celebration" 
viewing party during the April 18 showing of Having Our Say io support the National 
Council of Negro Women's membership drive. 

We extend a warm welcome to the many new members who joined the NCNW 
during the Celebrations. Your membership in the National Council of Negro Women 
will help NCNW better represent African American women, and ensure that we "have 
our say" on the important issues of the day. 

If you are in need of a membership form, please click here for the application. 

More than 700 Circles of Celebration were held on April 
18. 

1 o f l 1/15/1999 5:56 PM 
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What's New at NCNW 

What began as an idea of Mary McLeod Bethune to unite 
women to secure justice has grown into a multi-faceted, non­
profit organization that works at the national, state, local and 
international levels. In pursuit of the goal to "leave no one 
behind" and improve guality of life for women, children and 
families, the early leaders of NCNW recognized that besides a 
"national organization of national organizations," they would 
need to build coalitions at the grassroots level. 

NCNW consists of 38 affiliated national organzations, 250 
community-based Sections chartered in 42 states, 20 
college-based Sections and 60,000 individual members. As the 
umbrella organization for this widely diverse group of 
organizations and individuals, ranging from college-based 
sororities and professional associations to civic and social clubs, 
NCNW has an outreacn to over tour million women. ' 

With a national headguarters in Washington, D.C. since 1942, 
NCNW currently maintains offices, in Atlanta, Brooklyn, New 
York, and New Orleans, and three international field offices ~ 
Dakar (Senegal), Harare (Zimbabwe), and Cairo (Egypt). NCNW 
has also sponsored the incorporation of two community-based 
agencies, NCNW of Greater New Orleans, and NCNW of 
Greater New York in Jamaica, New York. 

NCNW is governed by a Board of Directors made up of the 
heads of each of its affiliated national organizations and an 
Executive Committee of 20, elected by the membership at the 
biennial National Convention. NCNWs Chair of the Board of 
Directors is also elected at the National Convention; legendary 
civil rights leader Dr. Dorothy I. Height currently serves as the 
elected Chair. 

You're visitor number IBDBT since September 15, 1997. 
Site last updated April 16, 1999. 

1 o f l 11/15/1999 5:55 PM 



Nov. 04 1999 0b:41Pri P2 FFan : NPT'L COUMCIL OF NEGRO UOMEN PHONE NO. : 5444852 

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF NEGRO WOMEN, INC. 
NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS: 

633 PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE, NW • WASHINGTON DC 20004 
TELEPHONE; (202) 737-0120 FAX; (202) 737-0476 

November 4, 1999 

President William Jefferson Clinton 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20500 

Attention; Ms. Betty Curry 

Dear President Clinton: 

um' 

It is with sincere appreciation for the leadership that you are giving the country that we submil 
this request for your support of the National Council of Negro Women's 49"' Na'lional Convention 
to be held December 1-5, 1999 at the Crystal City Hyatt Regency in Arllngtori, Virginia. 

The Convention Theme; "Leave No One Behind: Moving Strategically into the Millenni 
reflects the commitment and vitality with which delegates from across the country and 
international guests will assemble, jn plenary sessions, workshops and issue forums, presenters 
will deal with issues related to education, health_arig"famlly life; celebrate the cultural and 
organizationaLasMevements of AfricanAmerican womeri in the 20"' centuryanH riPiagpt.:.^ will 
ghart the agenda for the next decade and beyond. •—-

It would mean a great deal to have a letter from you for inclusion in the 49'" National Convention 
Souvenir Journal. Kindly contact Ms. Betty Robinson at 202-383-9111 to facilitate receipt of your 
message. 

Sincerely, 

Dorothy I. Height 

Founder Mary McLi 

PHOTOCOPY 
PRESERVATION 

irothy I Height 

Vomen of the United Styles 
?mbly tor Social Policy -& Dei/elopmpnt 
>r Income tax purposos 

Prealdenl and CEO: Jane E Smiin 
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NATIONAL COUNCIL OF NEGRO WOMEN, INC. 
NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS: 

633 PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE, NW • WASHINGTON DC 20004 
TELEPHONE; (202) 737-0120 FAX; (202) 737-0476 

5 • <? '̂ 

November 4, 1999 

President William Jefferson Clinton 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20500 

Attention; Ms. Betty Curry 

Dear President Clinton: 

t IS with sincere appreciation for the leadership that you are giving the country, that we submit 
this request for your support of the National Council of Negro Women's 49'" National Convention 
to be held December 1 -5, 7999 at the Crystal City Hyatt Regency in Arllngtori, Virginia. 

The Convention Theme; "Leave No One Behind: Moving Strategically Into the Millennium" 
reflects the commitment and vitality with which delegates from across the country and 
international guests will assemble. In plenary sessions, workshops and issue forums, nrpeontor^ 
will deal with issues related to education, health and ifamlly life; celebrate the cultTiraianri 
organizational achjevempnt^ of AfricanAmerican women in the ?n"' rpnti.ry amn A^ZpT^^ ^vill 
ghart the agerida for the next decade and beyond. 

It would mean a great deal to have a letter from you for inclusion in the 49'" National Convention 
Souvenir Journal. Kindly contact Ms. Betty Robinson at 202-383-91 n to facilitate receipt of vour 
message. r J 

Sincerely, 

Dorothy I. Height 
Chair and President Emerita 

Founder: Mary McLsod Betriune Chair ano President Emerira: Dorothy I. Heighl 

Affiliated with: National Couiieil of Women of the Unifed Stales 
liilarnational Council of Women/National Aaaembly for Social Policy & Developmgnt 

Co^tiibulions flrv? deductible for Income tax purposes 

President and CEO: Jane E. Smitn 
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November 4, 1999 

Attention: Betty Curry 

Attached Fax; 

TO: President Clinton 

FROM; Dr. Dorothy I . Height 
National Council of Negro Women 


