
Case Number: 2011-1039-F 

FOIA 
MARKER 

This is not a textual record. This is used as an 
administrative marker by the Clinton Presidential 
Library Staff. 

Original OA/ID Number: 
4086 

.. 

.. : ) ~ 

. . 
·' 

·' '·' .... •,. 

Document ID: 0002498 

Stack: Row: Section: Shelf: Position: 
v 47 2 5 2 



TO: GRAHAM, BOB 
MACK, CONNIE 

FROM: PRESIDENT 

KEYWORDS: CUBA 
HUMAN RIGHTS 

PERSONS: 

UNCLASSIFIED 
NSC/RMO PROFILE 

LEGAL ISSUES 
co 

··" ·.-... :·- .1·' ., 

RECORD ID: 0002498 
RECEIVED: 11 APR 00 16 

DOC DATE: 29 MAY 00 
SOURCE REF: 

SUBJECT: REPLY RE CUBAN NATIONALS AT GUANTANAMO NAVAL BASE 

ACTION: FOR DISPATCH DUE DATE: 22 APR 00 STATUS: C 

STAFF OFFICER: PATTEN LOGREF: 

FILES: PA NSCP: CODES: 

D 0 C U M E N T D I S T R I B U T I 0 N 

FOR ACTION 
WH STRIPPING DESK 

COMMENTS: 

FOR CONCURRENCE FOR INFO 
LACKEY 
NSC CHRON 
PATTEN 
SCHWARTZ 

DISPATCHED BY---------- DATE----- BY HAND W/ATTCH 

OPENED BY: NSDBG CLOSED BY: NSSWL DOC 5 OF 5 

UNCLASSIFIED 

Q 



UNCLASSIFIED RECORD ID: 0002498 
ACTION DATA SUMMARY REPORT 

DOC ACTION OFFICER 

001 HOLLIS 
001 
001 PATTEN 
002 BERGER 
002 PATTEN 
003 BERGER 
003 
003 BRAIN, C 
004 PRESIDENT 
005 
005 WH STRIPPING DESK 

CAO ASSIGNED ACTION REQUIRED 

Z 00041116 PREPARE MEMO FOR BERGER 
Z 00041210 ACTION TRANSFERRED 
Z 00041210 PREPARE MEMO FOR BERGER 
Z 00052013 FWD TO PRESIDENT FOR SIGNATURE 
Z 00052013 FOR REDO 
Z 00052319 FWD TO PRESIDENT FOR SIGNATURE 
X 00052510 STEINBERG SGD MEMO 
Z 00052510 FOR SIGNATURE 
Z 00052615 FOR SIGNATURE 
X 00053014 PRESIDENT SGD LTRS 
X 00053014 FOR DISPATCH 

DISPATCH DATA SUMMARY REPORT 

DOC DATE DISPATCH FOR ACTION DISPATCH FOR INFO 

004 000526 VICE PRESIDENT 
004 000526 WH CHIEF OF STAFF 
005 000529 WH STRIPPING DESK DEFENSE 
005 000529 GRAHAM, BOB STATE 
005 000529 MACK, CONNIE CIA 

UNCLASSIFIED 



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

PROOFED BY." LOG# --i-4-<=rB 
URGENT NOT PROOFED: INT ARS 

BYPASSED WW DESK: A/OQl 

SEQUENCE TO INITIAL/DATE DISPOSITION 

GIRE 

JACOBSON 

POWELL 

B~H rpplrh 
BRADTKE 

RUDMAN 

STE;INBERG 

BERGER 

SITUATION ROOM 

t?d_Sl~ WEST WING DESK ~/ y 
RECORDS MGMT. 3 ~tr-'1- s-[ k> 

A =ACTION I = INFORMATION D = DISPATCH R = RETAIN N = No FURTHER ACTION 

CC: 
"tlfJi l•j1':i~' r~01 1vll ~1 ~~',;.;. t: 'fi 1 ~ l a ,_, V I I i'I ..: .. V •~~\.I . 

COMMENT~ 

EXEC SEC OFFICE HAS DISKETTE----



NATIONAL s·EcuR1TY couNc1L 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

PROOFED BY.· __ __..{2..,_~ .... ---'---- LOG # .2.. 4-'lf.:> 
URGENT NOT PROOFED: ____ _ 

BYPASSED WW DESK.· _____ _ 

SEQUENCE TO 

GIRE 

JACOBSON 

POWELL 

BASH 

BRADTI<E 

RUDMAN 

STEINBERG 

BERGER 

SITUATION ROOM 

WEST WING DESK l 
RECORDS MGfvIT. 

SYSTEM ~ INT ARS 

OOCLOG </)# A/0 _j__ 

INITIAL/DATE DISPOSITION 

~ Sl7Jz > ~Slc-N <«· 

A =ACTION I = INFORMATION D = DISPATCH R =RETAIN N = No FURTHER ACTION 

CC: 

COMMENTS: 
~ kr ~~ .se..c. 

~00 ~·~!IV ?i::" ·; l)dJr[;..: I:. r I ._ ... , .. II~.:. •v ... , ... _. 

EXEC SEC OFFICE HAS 0JSKE1TE ----



'I 

. NATIO,,....L SECURITY COUNCIL ;;;..,f 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

PROOFED ay:·---------

URGENT NOT PROOFED: ____ _ 

BYPASSED WW DESK _____ _ 

SEQUENCE TO 

GIRE 

JACOBSON 

POWELL 

BASH 

BRADTKE 

RUDMAN 
yr 

STEINBERG ~ 
BERGER y 
SITUATION ROOM 

WEST' WING DESK lf 
RECORDS MGMT. 

''~~ 

LOG #____,L-=-~-9_'()=---

INITIAL/DATE DISPOSITION 

~-

A =ACTION I = INFORMATION 0 = DISPATCH R = RETAIN N = No FURTHER ACTION 



,,.. .. 
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

PROOFED BY.·----~0111--:•<J.o;..-1--=--
URGENT NOT PROOFED: ____ _ 

BYPASSED WW DESK: _____ _ 

GIRE 

JACOBSON 

POWELL 

8ASH 

BRADTKE 

RUDMAN 

STEINBERG 

BERGER 

SITUATION ROOM 

WEST WING DESK 

RECORDS MGMT. 

/11 u..(..n -~A.,, -~J 

SEQUENCE TO 

I 

LOG# 2'-f'1-J3 
SYSTEM ~ INT ARS 

. OOCLOCffJ..4 A/0 __ 

INITIAL/DATE DISPOSITIO~ 

A =ACTION I = INFORMATION D = DISPATCH R = RE.TAIN N = No FURTHER ACTION 

CC: 

COMMENTS: 

EXEC SEC OFFICE HAS DISKETIE '1 e-S 



LOG# __ _ 

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS 

FM __ To __ DATE __ 

FM __ To __ DATE __ 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 29, 2000 

Dear Bob: 

Thank you for your letter concerning Cuban nationals at the U.S. 
Naval Base at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. 

We are committed to the prompt resettlement of Cuban refugees 
from Guantanamo Bay to third countries willing to give them 
protection. The State Department arranges for resettlement and 
provides support for integration into his or her new country. 
Recently, nine Cuban nationals were resettled in Central 
America. I regret that some refugees have had to wait long 
periods before obtaining resettlement offers, but we are working 
hard to encourage other governments to accept refugees. 

Additionally, we are making efforts to better assist Cubans at 
Guantanamo who are awaiting resettlement. Most adult refugees 
work on the base, earning and saving money that helps ease their 
transition to new countries. We have launched a school for the 
children that is staffed by a trained, Cuban-refugee teacher and 
American volunteers who live on the base. A program of physical 
education and recreation for the children has also been 
established. Cuban migrants continue to receive the same 
medical care offered to all other persons on the base. 
According to U.S. Navy physicians, no Cuban at the facility is 
being deprived of necessary medical care. 

I appreciate your interest in this important matter and thank 
you for sharing your concerns with me. 

The Honorable Bob Graham 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510-0903 

Sincerely, 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 29, 2000 

Dear £:~ck: 
Thank you for your letter concerning Cuban nationals at the U.S. 
Naval Base at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. 

We are committed to the prompt resettlement of Cuban refugees 
from Guantanamo Bay to third countries willing to give them 
protection. The State Department arranges for resettlement and 
provides support for integration into his or her new country. 
Recently, nine Cuban nationals were resettled in Central 
America. I regret that some refugees have had to wait long 
periods before obtaining resettlement offers, but we are working 
hard to encourage other governments to accept refugees. 

Additionally, we are making efforts to better assist Cubans at 
Guantanamo who are awaiting resettlement. Most adult refugees 
work on the base, earning and saving money that helps ease their 
transition to new countries. We have launched a school for the 
children that is staffed by a trained, Cuban-refugee teacher and 
American volunteers who live on the base. A program of physical 
education and recreation for the children has also been 
established. Cuban migrants continue to receive the same 
medical care offered to all other persons on the base. 
According to U.S. Navy physicians, no Cuban at the facility is 
being deprived of necessary medical care. 

I appreciate your interest in this important matter and thank 
you for sharing your concerns with me. 

The Honorable Connie Mack 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510-0904 

Sincerely, 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 26, 2000 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: SAMUEL BERGER (lJh ~ 
CHARLES M. B~~ 

SUBJECT: Congressional Correspondence 

Purpose 

2498 

;00 MAY 26 PMi2:29 
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d u.:o::J ts l ~qi 0 (J I 

Respond to a letter from Senators Mack and Graham about 
conditions for Cuban nationals at the Guantanamo Bay Naval Base. 

Background 

Senators Connie Mack and Bob Graham express concerns about 
several issues, including the length of time that some Cuban 
nationals have remained at Guantanamo Bay and the purported 
absence of schooling and adequate medical care. 

The longtime residents at Guantanamo are those migrants 
interdicted at sea who the Immigration and Naturalization 
Service (INS) has determined should not be returned to Cuba 
because they would risk persecution. Our policy is to seek 
third country resettlement, but finding governments willing to 
accept the Cubans can be time-consuming. (Bringing interdicted 
Cubans into the United States is not a viable alternative 
because we fear it would encourage dangerous boat departures 
from Cuba.) 

Your response describes our continuing efforts to seek third 
country resettlement and to make life at Guantanamo as 
productive as possible. You also indicate that we make 
schooling and adequate medical assistance available at the base. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the attached responses at Tab A. 

Attachments 
Tab A Letters to Senators Mack and Graham 
Tab B Incoming Correspondence 

cc: Vice President 
Chief of Staff 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL redo2498 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20504 

May 23, 2000 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR SAMUEL R. BERGER 

THROUGH: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

ERIC SCHWART~ 

WENDY PATTE~ 
Letter from Senators Mack and Graham on Cuban 
Refugees at Guantanamo Bay 

Attached is a memorandum to the President and proposed response 
to a letter from Senators Connie Mack and Bob Graham. 

The NSC received the incoming correspondence on April 11, 2000. 

Concurrence by: 

RECOMMENDATION 

Caryn Hollis, Mark Tavlarides, Mary DeRosa"2\l'\o. .\ . J ~d.\ 

That you sign the attached memorandum at Tab I. 

Attachments 
Tab I Memorandum for the President 

Tab A Responses to Letter from Senators Mack and Graham 
Tab B Incoming Correspondence 



ilnittd £'tatt.s £'matt 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

March 24, 2000 

The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton 
President of the United States 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

2---'-t~ t? 

1111111l\11111111111111111111111 Ill\ Ill\ 
*413866* 

It has recently been brought to our attention that there are approximately 50 Cuban nationals at the 
Guantanamo Naval Base in Cuba, some of whom have been detained for at least two years. 

Last year, your administration stated that Cuban nationals would no longer be held in indefinite 
detention. Pursuant to this statement, Commissioner Doris Meissner issued a memorandum dated 
April 30, 1999, declaring a new mandatory review policy for INS Long Term Detainees. This 
memorandum explains that "every individual in long term detention has a right at anytime to request 
a review of his or her case, based on a change of circumstances to d~termine if the release is 
appropriate." 

Mr. President, while this memorandum is meant to address those individuals who have final orders 
ofremoval but whose immediate repatriation is not possible, please be assured that the 50 freedom­
seeking Cubans being detained indefinitely at Guantanamo have committed no crime but have paid 
a very high price in search of liberty. If reviews that are uniform and standardized will determine 
eligibility for release of criminal aliens, then by comparison, the 50 individuals who only seek to 
escape an oppressive and tyrannical regime clearly must not be treated as common criminals. They 
should be afforded, at a minimum, the same level of due process. 

Furthermore, we are deeply concerned with the allegations that none of the children within the group 
of Cuban refugees at Guatanamo is receiving any schooling and that the medical facility is not 
adequately equipped to treat at least one member of this group who is severely ill. As to the former, 
the Supreme Court has held that illegal alien children are entitled to some form of public education. 



We must recognize and honor the human dignity of these Cuban nationals, and must insist they be 
treated with the greatest of respect and care. 

We respectfully request that this matter be investigated by both the Administration and the INS in 
accordance with current policy. We look forward to hearing from you on this issue of great concern. 

Connie Mack Bob Graham 
United States Senator United States Senator 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 10, 2000 

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT A. BRADTKE 

FROM: 

NSC Executive Secretariat 

KAY CASSTEVENS 
Legislative Affairs 

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 

Attached are copies of letters sent to the President by 
various Members of Congress. Since these letters address 
national security issues, we would appreciate your assistance in 
drafting the responses. 

Thank you very much for your assistance. If you have any 
questions, please call Courtney Crouch at x67500. 

ll. ·-1o ·\ -~ C; t ') t1 i" fl\ ) . .L ,_. l £. 

The following is a brief description of the letters: 

1) Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchinson (R-TX) and six other Members 
of Congress, concerning Mexico's non-compliance with 
the 1944 Water Treaty; 

2) Sen. Connie Mack (R-FL) and Sen. Bob Graham (D-FL), 
expressing concern for the 50 Cuban nationals currently 
being detained at the Guantanamo Naval Base in Cuba; 

3) Rep. Gary Ackerman (D-NY) and seven other Members of 
Congress, concerning the economic situation in Romania 
as a result of destroyed bridges that are blocking the 
Danube River from commercial traffic to Romania; 

4) Rep. Spencer Bachus (R-AL) and twenty-four other 
Members of Congress, concerning a potential Initial 
Public Offering by China National Petroleum Company 
and/or the PetroChina oil company; 

5) Rep. Eliot L. Engel (D-NY) and twelve other Members of 
Congress, concerning the redeployment and withdrawal of 
Syrian Armed Forces and security personnel out of 
Lebanon; 

6) Rep. Bob Filner (D-CA), requesting the President to 
appoint a special ambassador to estranged Kurdish 
citizens; 



7) Rep. Tony Hall (D-OH), requesting the President to send 
USAID Administrator Brady Anderson and Secretary of 
Education Richard Riley to the World Education Forum in 
Dakar, Senegal; 

8) Rep. John P. Murtha (D-PA) and twenty-five other 
Members of Congress, expressing opposition to granting 
China Permanent Normal Trade Relations status; 

9) Rep. Frank Pallone, Jr., (D-NJ), urging the President 
to work to decrease Turkey's weapons inventory; 

10) Rep. Jim Ramstad (R-MN), enclosing material on his 
constituent, Gopal Khanna, and his expertise on the 
current situation in India; 

11) Rep. Steven R. Rothman (D-NJ), supporting the 
President's decision to introduce a resolution on 
China's human rights practices at the 56th session of 
the United Nations Commission on Human Rights; 

12) Rep. James A. Traficant, Jr., (D-OH), expressing 
concern over the State Department's release of 
intelligence photos of a base belonging to the People's 
Mojahedin; and, 

13) Rep. Curt Weldon (R-PA) and Benjamin A. Gilman (R-NY), 
concerning the Parliamentary elections in Azerbaijan. 

Enclosures 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

ACTION 

2498 

v 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

SAMUEL BERGER 
CHARLES M. BRAIN 

Congressional Cor:cespondence oe Conditiens ....for 
Cul:;lazl---Refugees at Gua~tanamo...Bay 

/ 
Purpose j 
Respond to a letter from Senato·~ Mack and Graham about 
conditions for Cuban nationals ai: the G·u.antanamo Bay Naval Base. 

Background 

Senators Connie Mack and B b Graham express concerns about 
the le3gth of time that some Cuban 

t Guant~namo Bay and the purported 
adequate medical care. 

several issues, 
nationals have remained 
absence of schooling a 

The longtime residen s at Guanta<amo are those migrants 
interdicted at sea o the Immig-:.-ation and Naturalization 
Service (INS) has termined sho-<Ld not be returned to Cuba 
because they woul risk persecut~an. Our policy is to seek 
third country res ttlement, but .:inding governments willing to 
accept the Cuban can be time-co;._suming. (Bringing interdicted 
Cubans into the United States if:' .10t a viable alternative 
because we f ea 
from Cuba.) 

Your response 
country reset 
productive a 
schooling a 

RECOMMEND.A ION 

it would encour20e dangerous boat departures 

describes our cont ;_nuing efforts to seek third 
lement and to make life at Guantanamo as 
possible. You also indicate that we make 
adequate medical sssistance available at the base. 

/...Vl,l _. mi . JhttL 
That you sign the attached responses at Tab A. I 

Pl U/)( mP,, 

'~ J'~ J.. lJk_ 
~ I /),,.._ flMr, ! 

V:~J:'lj ~ rY vest/ f (J 

cc: v-_,_..._"°' 1:: .... '"""" .................. 

Chief of Staff 
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Attachments 
Tab A Letters to Senators Mack and Graham 
Tab B Incoming Correspondence 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASI-IINGTON 

Dear Senator Mack: 

Thank you for your letter concerning Cuba nationals at the U.S. 
Naval Base at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. 

We are committed to tf:Ziilt~[~ the resettlement of 
Cuban refugees from Guantanamo a t countries willing to 
.a.ffore them protect~. · 
r · · the State Depa tment arranges for 

ement and rovides support for integration into his or 
r new country. I regret that ome refugees have had to wait 

long periods before obtaining r settlement offers, but we are 
working hard to encourage other government refu ees 
,tor resettloment. ecently, n ne Cuban nationals were resettled 

n Cen ra merica . 

. r·\ 
Additionally,. we are making efforts to better assist C_ubans at 
Guantanamo w~o·'~re awaitin resettlement. Most adult refugees 
work on the base, earning nd saving money that helps ease their 
transition to new countri s. We have launched a school for the 
children that is staffed by a t:·ained, Cuban-refugee teacher and 
American volunteers who live or. the base. A program of physical 
education and recreati for the children has also been 
established. . C~J0i-grants continue to 
receive the same medi al care t.l:t&it is af:fi!1@.d.to all other 
persons on the base. According to U.S. Navy physicians, no 
Cuban at the facili y is being ieprived of necessary medical 
care. 

I appreciate your interest in this important matter and thank 
you for sharing our concerns with me. 

1' 

The Honorable Connie Mack 
United States Senate ~ -.m 
Washington, D.C. 2051~~[9904 

Sincerely, 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Dear Bob: 

Thank you for your letter concerning 
Naval Base at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. 

/ 

~nationals at the U.S. 

We are committed to facilitating t e prompt resettlement of 
Cuban refugees from Guantanamo Ba to third countries willing to 
afford them protection. After R Cuban national is found to 
require protection, the State D partment arranges for 
resettlement and provides supp rt for integration into his or 
her new country. I regret th some refugees have had to wait 
long periods before obtaining resettlement offers, but we are 
working hard to encourage ot er governments to accept refugees 
for resettlement. Recently, nine Cuban nationals were resettled 
in Central America. 

Additionally, we are maki g efforts to better assist Cubans at 
Guantanamo who are await'ng resettlement. Most adult refugees 
work on the base, earni g and saving money that helps ease their 
transition to new count ies. We have launched a school for the 
children that is staff d by a trained, Cuban-refugee teacher and 
American volunteers w o live on the base. A program of physical 
education and recreat on for the children has also been 
established. Regard'ng medical care, Cuban migrants continue to 
receive the same me ical care as all other persons on the base. 
According to U.S. N vy physicians, no Cuban at the facility is 
being deprived of ecessary mecical care. 

I appreciate your interest in this important matter and thank 
you for writing. 

'1- ?> 
Sincerely, 

The Honorable Bob Graham 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510-0903 



Williams, Mary C. (ADMIN) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Patten, Wendy L. (MUL Tl) 
Sunday, May 21, 2000 4:59 PM 
Williams, Mary C. (ADMIN) 

Subject: FW: Gitmo Letters [UNCLASSIFIED] 

Mary -- please be on the look out for this redo for me. I'd like to turn it around as quickly as possible. thanks -- WLP 

-----Original Message-----
From: Powell, Elliott (WHSR/EXSEC) 
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2000 8:25 PM 
To: Patten, Wendy L. (MULTI) 
Cc: @EXECSEC - Executive Secretary 
Subject: Gilma Letters [UNCLASSIFIED) 

Made some changes. Package is being returned to you. 

1 



ACTION 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20504 

May 15, 2000 

MEMORANDUM FOR SAMUEL R. BERGER 

THROUGH: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

ERIC SCHWARTZ t~lJ 

WENDY PATTEN~ 
Letter from Senators Mack and Graham on Cuban 
Refugees at Guantanamo Bay 

2498 

Attached is a memorandum to the President and proposed response 
to a letter from Senators Connie Mack and Bob Graham. 

The NSC received the incoming correspondence on April 11, 2000. 

Concurrence by: Caryn Hollis, Mark Tavlarides, Mary DeRosa5v\a~~i/ 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the attached memorandum at Tab I. 

Attachments 
Tab I Memorandum for the President 

Tab A Responses to Letter from Senators Mack and Graham 
Tab B Incoming Correspondence 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

Purpose 

SAMUEL BERGER // 
CHARLES M. BRAIN / 

//,' 

Congressional 7orrespondence 
Cuban Refugees1at Guantanamo 

/ 

I 
I 

/ 
/ 

on Conditions for 
Bay 

2498 

Respond to 
conditions 

a letter from z;~nators Mack and Graham about 
for Cuban nat' nals at the Guantanamo Bay Naval Base. 

Background 

Senators Connie Mack a d Bob Graham express concerns about 
several issues, includ ng the length of time that some Cuban 
nationals have remain d at Guantanar.o Bay and the purported 
absence of schooling nd adequate medical care. 

The longtime residen s at Guantanamo are those migrants 
interdicted at sea w o the Immigrat~on and Naturalization 
Service (INS) has de ermined should not be returned to Cuba 
because they would r'sk persecution. Our policy is to seek 
third country resett ement, but finding governments willing to 
accept the Cubans ca be time-consuning. (Bringing interdicted 
Cubans into the Uni ed States is not a viable alternative 
because we fear it ould encourage dangerous boat departures 
from Cuba.)@ 

Your response descr'bes our continui,g efforts to seek third 
country resettlemen and to make lite at Guantanamo as 
productive as possi le. You also i~dicate that we make 
schooling and adequ te medical assis~ance available at the base. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the attached responses at Tab A. 

cc: Vice President 
Chief of Staff 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

.. / 

l~:~ 
ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: SAMUEL BERGER 
CHARLES M. BRAIN 
,-· •. , -../,.' /! rr- r··,~·.J"'.L. (\ . ..z.:te.!.._y'c'J.J.~.,~ .... ---<_ 

------.. --·· 
~· 

SUBJECT: 
......... !l - -~-· • 
Letter from SenatG;·g Mack ahd Graham on 

c·· 

Conditions for Cub;m ~efugees at Guantanamo Bay 

///. 

I 

Purpose / 
, 

/ 
Respond to a letter from Sen~ton: Mack and Graham about 
conditions for Cuban natio 1 ls aL the Guantanamo Bay Naval Base. 

Background 

Senators Connie Bob Graham express concerns about 
several issues, includi g the le1~th of time that some Cuban 
nationals have remai.ne at Guantanamo Bay /a:'nd the purported 
absence of schooling a d adequatf~ medical care at the naval 
facility. 

!(fl 
The lon~time residents at Guantct"·;_amo are those migrants 
interdicted at sea wh the Immigr.Jtion and Naturalization 
Service (INS) has det rmined shou.d not be returned to Cuba 
because they would ri k persecuti :·~"- ~~. Our policy is to 
seek third country re et tlement f·::r these persons, but finding 
governments willing t accept the Cubans can be time-consuming. 
(Bringing interdicted Cubans int0 the United States is not a 
viable alternative be a use ..... lie f ea: it would encourage dangerous 
boat departures from ub.:fJi.~Your .'.'·':!sponse describes ou1)...-. 
continuing efforts to1seek third .ountry resettlement/and to 
make life at Guantanamo as produ~:ive as possible. You also 
indicate that we make schooling aid adequate medical assistance 
available at Guantanamo. 

rf' 
RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the attached respor:3es at Tab A. 

cc: Vice President 
Chief of Staff 
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Attachment!>/'-- c., ·r=;-H" s t:;: 
Tab A R.e.5ponsesl oo Letters f~ Senators Mack and Graham 
Tab B Incoming Correspond~ce 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Dear Senator Mack: /' 

Thank you for your letter concerni~uban nationals 
Naval Base at Guantanamo Bay, Cu~,7· 

at the U.S. 

We are committed to facilitating the prompt resettlement of 
Cuban refugees from Guantanarn,o' Bay to third countries willing to 
afford them protection. Af~~r a Cuban national is found to 
require protection, the Sta;te Department arranges for 
resettlement and provides;~upport for integration into his or 
her new country. I regret that some refugees have had to wait 

I 
long periods before obt7,ining resettlement offers, but we are 
working hard to encour~ge other governments to accept refugees 
for resettlement. Re/~ntly, nine Cuban nationals were resettled 

1~n- Cen .. tral America. / 
"·":;\1il;\ .... ~1 v'>L. 

~-are makinA/fforts to better assist Cubans at Guantanamo 
~hO" arl')awaiting re ettlement. Most adult refugees work on the 

base, earning and aving money that helps ease their transition 
to new countries. We have launched a school for the children 
that is staffed b a trained, Cuban-refuge~acher and American 
volunteers who l · ve on the base. W~--cl:ta-o:e ~---es-:\::-a-B-1-i-sh-e-G-a-- A 

physicians, no 
necessary medi care. 

I appreciate our inte_rest in this impo~tant. maj;ter and thank 
Y@ol!l..!i"-P.fiil..1CC::E::e:t~s h,-. . .I1 ~~- '-' l}~~ .- L 0.-.. l ..., .. " _1 .~ 1~ K . you for 

----:> 
Sincerely, 

The Honorable Connie Mack 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 - o0,04 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Dear Bob: 

Thank you for your letter concerning c 1ban nationals at the U.S. 
Naval Base at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. 

We are committed to facilitating t e prompt resettlement of 
Cuban refugees from Guantanamo Ba to third countries willing to 
afford them protection. After aycuban national is found to 
require protection, the State Department arranges for 
resettlement and provides su~p rt for integration into his or 
her new country. I regret th t some refugees have had to wait 
long periods before obtainin resettlement offers, but we are 
working hard to encourage o er governments to accept refugees 
for resettlement. Recentl , nine Cuban nationals were resettled 
in Central America. 

A-J.cit n OV\~ J UJC7 
-WC~, are making effo ts to better assist Cubans at 
Guantanamo who are awai ing resettlement. Most adult refugees 
work on the base, earn' g and saving money that helps ease their 
transition to new coun ries. We have launched a school for the 
children that is staf ed by a trained, Cuban-refugee teacher and 
American volunteers o live on the base. We have establislred fcl;­
program of physical ducat ion and recreation for the children" l"s al~ 0 
~Cuban migrants ontinue to receive the same medical care as ~ 

(

all other persons n the base. According to U.S. Navy i.ej/;r . 
physicians, no Cu n at the facility is being deprived of ~J~ 
necessary medical ' 

~f'9) I appreciate yo r interest in this important matter and thank 
~~~ you for writin . 

li,~(l \ c(} 
Sincerely, 

The Honorable Bob Graham 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510-0903 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Dear Bob: 

Thank you for your letter concerninicuban nationals at the U.S. 
Naval Base at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba .. 

We are committed to facili tating./the prompt resettlement of 
Cuban refugees from Guantanamo ~ay to third countries willing to 
afford them protection. After. a Cuban national is found to 
require protection, the State 'Department arranges for 
resettlement and provides sup.port for integration into his or 
her new country. I regret that ~ome refugees have had to wait 
long periods before obtainipg resettlement offers, but we are 
working hard to encourage 7ther governments to accept refugees 
for resettlement. Recently, ninE' Cuban nationals were resettled 
in Central America . 

.,_~ .~lso/ are making effor s to better assist Cubans at Guantanamo 
/·who are awaiting resett ement. Most adult refugees work on the 

base, earning and savin money that helps ease their transition 
to new countries. We ave launched a school for the children 
that is staffed by a t ained, Cuban-refugee teacher and American 
volunteers who live o the base. We have ~established a 
program of physical e ucation and recreation for the children, 
and Cuban migrants c tinue to receive the same medical care as 
all other persons on the base. According to U.S. Navy 
physicians, no Cuba the facility is being deprived of 
necessary medical 

I appreciate your 
you for ye+tt,_.,,1-&i;..t-etr 

l-':. r·~_y 

in this important matter and thank 

·~ 

1s.,.,,_i_n_c_e_r_'1 y, 

The Honorable Bob Graham 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510-0'1i/3 
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