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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 29, 2000

Dear Bob:

Thank you for your letter concerning Cuban nationals at the U.S.
Naval Base at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.

We are committed to the prompt resettlement of Cuban refugees
from Guantanamo Bay to third countries willing to give them
protection. The State Department arranges for resettlement and
provides support for integration into his or her new country.
Recently, nine Cuban nationals were resettled in Central
America. I regret that some refugees have had to wait long
periods before obtaining resettlement offers, but we are working
hard to encourage other governments to accept refugees.

Additionally, we are making efforts to better assist Cubans at
Guantanamo who are awaiting resettlement. Most adult refugees
work on the base, earning and saving money that helps ease their
transition to new countries. We have launched a school for the
children that is staffed by a trained, Cuban-refugee teacher and
American volunteers who live on the base. A program of physical
education and recreation for the children has also been
established. Cuban migrants continue to receive the same
medical care offered to all other persons on the base.

According to U.S. Navy physicians, no Cuban at the facility is
being deprived of necessary medical care.

I appreciate your interest in this important matter and thank
you for sharing your concerns with me.

Sincerely,
The Honorable Bob Graham

United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510-0903



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 29, 2000

Dear égég%br“ﬂack:

Thank you for your letter concerning Cuban nationals at the U.S.
Naval Base at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.

We are committed to the prompt resettlement of Cuban refugees
from Guantanamo Bay to third countries willing to give them
protection. The State Department arranges for resettlement and
provides support for integration into his or her new country.
Recently, nine Cuban nationals were resettled in Central
America. I regret that some refugees have had to wait long
periods before obtaining resettlement offers, but we are working
hard to encourage other governments to accept refugees.

Additionally, we are making efforts to better assist Cubans at
Guantanamo who are awaiting resettlement. Most adult refugees
work on the base, earning and saving money that helps ease their
transition to new countries. We have launched a school for the
children that is staffed by a trained, Cuban-refugee teacher and
American volunteers who live on the base. A program of physical
education and recreation for the children has also been
established. Cuban migrants continue to receive the same
medical care offered to all other persons on the base.

According to U.S. Navy physicians, no Cuban at the facility is
being deprived of necessary medical care.

I appreciate your interest in this important matter and thank
you for sharing your concerns with me.

Sincerely,

(M\

The Honorable Connie Mack
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510-0904
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
May 26, 2000

ACTION : by dheuld L

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT Aatzd Sl2asoq |

FROM: SAMUEL BERGEE;gy%
CHARLES M. B N

SUBJECT : Congressional Correspondence

Purpose

Respond to a letter from Senators Mack and Graham about
conditions for Cuban nationals at the Guantanamo Bay Naval Base.

Background

Senators Connie Mack and Bob Graham express concerns about
several issues, including the length of time that some Cuban
nationals have remained at Guantanamo Bay and the purported
absence of schooling and adequate medical care.

The longtime residents at Guantanamo are those migrants
interdicted at sea who the Immigration and Naturalization
Service (INS) has determined should not be returned to Cuba
because they would risk persecution. Our policy is to seek
third country resettlement, but finding governments willing to
accept the Cubans can be time-consuming. (Bringing interdicted
Cubans into the United States is not a viable alternative
because we fear it would encourage dangerous boat departures
from Cuba.)

Your response describes our continuing efforts to seek third
country resettlement and to make life at Guantanamo as
productive as possible. You also indicate that we make
schooling and adequate medical assistance available at the base.

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the attached responses at Tab A.

Attachments
Tab A Letters to Senators Mack and Graham
Tab B Incoming Correspondence

cc: Vice President
Chief of Staff
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL redo2498
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20504

May 23, 2000
ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR SAMUEL R. BERGER

THROUGH : ERIC SCHWART
FROM: WENDY PATTENv}Jg
SUBJECT: Letter from Senators Mack and Graham on Cuban

Refugees at Guantanamo Bay

Attached is a memorandum to the President and proposed response
to a letter from Senators Connie Mack and Bob Graham.

—

The NSC received the incoming correspondence on April 11, 2000. ///
Concurrence by: Caryn Hollis, Mark Tavlarides, Mary DeRosa:ink.\

el
RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the attached memorandum at Tab I.

Attachments

Tab I Memorandum for the President
Tab A Responses to Letter from Senators Mack and Graham
Tab B Incoming Correspondence
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Nnited States Senate *413866

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

March 24, 2000

The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton
President of the United States

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

It has recently been brought to our attention that there are approximately 50 Cuban nationals at the
Guantanamo Naval Base in Cuba, some of whom have been detained for at least two years.

Last year, your administration stated that Cuban nationals would no longer be held in indefinite
detention. Pursuant to this statement, Commissioner Doris Meissner issued a memorandum dated
April 30, 1999, declaring a new mandatory review policy for INS Long Term Detainees. This
memorandum explains that “every individual in long term detention has a right at anytime to request
a review of his or her case, based on a change of circumstances to determine if the release is
appropriate.” ’

Mr. President, while this memorandum is meant to address those individuals who have final orders
of removal but whose immediate repatriation is not possible, please be assured that the 50 freedom-
seeking Cubans being detained indefinitely at Guantanamo have committed no crime but have paid
a very high price in search of liberty. If reviews that are uniform and standardized will determine
eligibility for release of criminal aliens, then by comparison, the 50 individuals who only seek to
escape an oppressive and tyrannical regime clearly must not be treated as common criminals. They
should be afforded, at a minimum, the same level of due process.

Furthermore, we are deeply concerned with the allegations that none of the children within the group
of Cuban refugees at Guatanamo is receiving any schooling and that the medical facility is not
adequately equipped to treat at least one member of this group who is severely 1ll. As to the former,
the Supreme Court has held that illegal alien children are entitled to some form of public education.

=z
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We must recognize and honor the human dignity of these Cuban nationals, and must insist they be
treated with the greatest of respect and care.

We respectfully request that this matter be investigated by both the Administration and the INS in
accordance with current policy. We look forward to hearing from you on this issue of great concern.

Sincerely, _
Connie Mack Bob Graham

United States Senator United States Senator
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 10, 2000

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT A. BRADTKE
NSC Executive Secretariat

FROM: KAY CASSTEVENS
Legislative Affairs

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE

Attached are copies of letters sent to the President by
various Members of Congress. Since these letters address
national security issues, we would appreciate your assistance in
drafting the responses.

Thank you very much for your assistance. If you have any
questions, please call Courtney Crouch at x67500.

The following is a brief description of the letters:

1) Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchinson (R-TX) and six other Members
of Congress, concerning Mexico’s non-compliance with
the 1944 Water Treaty:

2) Sen. Connie Mack (R-FL) and Sen. Bob Graham (D-FL),
expressing concern for the 50 Cuban nationals currently
being detained at the Guantanamo Naval Base in Cuba;

3) Rep. Gary Ackerman (D-NY) and seven other Members of
Congress, concerning the economic situation in Romania
as a result of destroyed bridges that are blocking the
Danube River from commercial traffic to Romania;

4) Rep. Spencer Bachus (R-AL) and twenty-four other
Members of Congress, concerning a potential Initial
Public Offering by China National Petroleum Company
and/or the PetroChina oil company;

5) Rep. Eliot L. Engel (D-NY) and twelve other Members of
Congress, concerning the redeployment and withdrawal of
Syrian Armed Forces and security personnel out of

Lebanon;

6) Rep. Bob Filner (D-CA), requesting the President to
appoint a special ambassador to estranged Kurdish
citizens;



7) Rep. Tony Hall (D-OH), requesting the President to send
USAID Administrator Brady Anderson and Secretary of
Education Richard Riley to the World Education Forum in
Dakar, Senegal;

8) Rep. John P. Murtha (D-PA) and twenty-five other
Members of Congress, expressing opposition to granting
China Permanent Normal Trade Relations status;

9) Rep. Frank Pallone, Jr., (D-NJ), urging the President
to work to decrease Turkey's weapons inventory;

10) Rep. Jim Ramstad (R-MN), enclosing material on his
constituent, Gopal Khanna, and his expertise on the
current situation in India;

11) Rep. Steven R. Rothman (D-NJ), supporting the
President’s decision to introduce a resolution on
China’s human rights practices at the 56™ session of
the United Nations Commission on Human Rights;

12) Rep. James A. Traficant, Jr., (D-OH), expressing
concern over the State Department’s release of
intelligence photos of a base belonging to the People’s
Mojahedin; and,

13) Rep. Curt Weldon (R-PA) and Benjamin A. Gilman (R-NY),
concerning the Parliamentary elections in Azerbaijan.

Enclosures



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: SAMUEL BERGER
CHARLES M. BRAIN

SUBJECT: Congressional Correspondence oe—€orditiens—for
Cupan-—Refugées at—Gwantanamo. Bay
Purpose ’

Respond to a letter from Senato{é/Mack and Graham about
conditions for Cuban nationals/ai the Guantanamo Bay Naval Base.

Background

Senators Connie Mack and Bob Graham express concerns about
several issues, including/ the leagth of time that some Cuban
nationals have remained At Guantanamo Bay and the purported
absence of schooling a adequat= medical care.

The longtime resident/s at Guanta::amo are those migrants
interdicted at sea o the Immigration and Naturalization
Service (INS) has termined shewld not be returned to Cuba
because they would/ risk persecution. Our policy is to seek
third country resgettlement, but .inding governments willing to
accept the Cubang can be time-ccri:suming. (Bringing interdicted
Cubans into the/United States ig ot a viable alternative
because we fear it would encoure:«i2z dangerous boat departures
from Cuba.)

Your response/describes our continuing efforts to seek third
country resettlement and to make life at Guantanamo as
productive ag possible. You als® indicate that we make
schooling a adequate medical @ssistance available at the base.

RECOMMENDAZT ION

That you sign the attached respornses at Tab A.

CC: Viic ricoauciic

Chief of Staff



Attachments
Tab A Letters to Senators Mack and Graham
Tab B Incoming Correspondence
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Dear Senator Mack:

Thank you for your letter concerning Cubary nationals at the U.S.

Naval Base at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.

We are committed to fgggiiﬁgzigg the

Cuban refugees from Guantanamo Bay .t
aiéefé them protect

ompt resettlement of
third countries willing to

i

'Iﬁe State Depaytment arranges for
res eément and jprovides support /for integration into his or
r new country.w I regret that some refugees have had to wait
long periods before obtaining resettlement offers, but we are
working hard to encourage other/ governments to accept refugees,

for resettlement- (Récently, nine Cuban nationals were resettled
n Centra merica.

L

~ ol
Additionally, 'we are making /efforts to better assist Cubans at
Guantanamo who are awaiting resettlement. Most adult refugees
work on the base, earning And saving money that helps ease their
transition to new countrigs. We have launched a school for the
children that is staffed/by a trained, Cuban-refugee teacher and
American volunteers who/live on the base. A program of physical
education and recreatl for the children has also been

established. : Cub migrants continue to
receive the same medigal care that_ia"aﬂgggaéd to all other

persons on the base./ According to U.S. Navy physicians, no
Cuban at the facilitly is being deprived of necessary medical
care.

I appreciate your/interest in this important matter and thank
you for sharing your concerns with me.

>

Sincerely,

The Honorable Connie Mack

United States Senate "
Washington, D.C. 20515%— 0904
2



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Dear Bob:

Thank you for your letter concerning ban nationals at the U.S.

Naval Base at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.

We are committed to facilitating the prompt resettlement of
Cuban refugees from Guantanamo Bay to third countries willing to
afford them protection. After a/Cuban national is found to
require protection, the State D¢partment arranges for
resettlement and provides suppdrt for integration into his or
her new country. I regret th some refugees have had to wait
long periods before obtaining/resettlement offers, but we are
working hard to encourage otller governments to accept refugees
for resettlement. Recently,/ nine Cuban nationals were resettled
in Central America.

Additionally, we are makifng efforts to better assist Cubans at
Guantanamo who are awaitjing resettlement. Most adult refugees
work on the base, earning and saving money that helps ease their
transition to new countries. Wes have launched a school for the
children that is staffe¢d by a trained, Cuban-refugee teacher and
American volunteers who live on the base. A program of physical
education and recreatfion for the children has also been
established. Regarding medical care, Cuban migrants continue to
receive the same medical care as all other persons on the base.
According to U.S. Navy physicians, no Cuban at the facility is
being deprived of necessary mecdical care.

I appreciate your |interest in this important matter and thank

you for writing.

Sincerely,

The Honorable Bob Graham
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510-0903



Williams, Mary C. (ADMIN)

From: Patten, Wendy L. (MULTI)

Sent: Sunday, May 21, 2000 4:59 PM

To: Williams, Mary C. (ADMIN)
Subject: FW: Gitmo Letters [UNCLASSIFIED]

Mary -- please be on the look out for this redo for me. I'd like to turn it around as quickly as possible. thanks -- WLP

From: Powell, Elliott (WHSR/EXSEC)
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2000 8:25 PM

To: Patten, Wendy L. (MULTI)

Cc: @EXECSEC - Executive Secretary
Subiject: Gitmo Letters [UNCLASSIFIED])

Made some changes. Package is being returned to you.



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 2498
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20504

May 15, 2000
ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR SAMUEL R. BERGER

THROUGH : ERIC SCHWARTZ \?S("UP
FROM : WENDY PATTENM
SUBJECT: Letter from Senators Mack and Graham on Cuban

Refugees at Guantanamo Bay

Attached is a memorandum to the President and proposed response
to a letter from Senators Connie Mack and Bob Graham.

The NSC received the incoming correspondence on April 11, 2000.

Concurrence by: Caryn Hollis, Mark Tavlarides, Mary DeRosagv&uemﬂ%ll

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the attached memorandum at Tab I.

Attachments :

Tab I Memorandum for the President
Tab A Responses to Letter from Senators Mack and Graham
Tab B Incoming Correspondence
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

ACTION
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: SAMUEL BERGER ’

CHARLES M. BRAIN ///

SUBJECT : Congressional Cdrrespondence on Conditions for
Cuban Refugeegfat Guantanamo Bay

Purpose 7
/

Respond to a letter from enators Mack and Graham about
conditions for Cuban nationals at the Guantanamo Bay Naval Base.

Background

Senators Connie Mack ard Bob Graham express concerns about
several issues, including the length of time that some Cuban
nationals have remained at Guantanamo Bay and the purported
absence of schooling and adequate medical care.

The longtime resident/s at Guantanamo are those migrants
interdicted at sea who the Immigrat:on and Naturalization
Service (INS) has determined should not be returned to Cuba
because they would risk persecution. Our policy is to seek
third country resettflement, but finding governments willing to
accept the Cubans can be time-consuning. (Bringing interdicted
Cubans into the United States is not a viable alternative
because we fear it would encourage dangerous boat departures

from Cuba.)@%?

Your response describes our continuing efforts to seek third
country resettlementt and to make lite at Guantanamo as
productive as possihle. You also irdicate that we make
schooling and adequdte medical assiscance available at the base.

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the attached responses at Tab A.

cc: Vice President
Chief of Staff
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THE WHITE HOUSE o

v
WASHINGTON 6/C

)

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM : SAMUEL BERGER P
CHARLES M. BRAIN T
Cre YA Gode b (Ladespedas «

SUBJECT: Le;;é;__;gm_ﬁena;e:s—Maek~ané—Gfaham on
Conditions for Cuban Refugees at Guantanamo Bay

o
//
Purpose .//

Respond to a letter from Senétor Mack and Graham about
conditions for Cuban nationdls at the Guantanamo Bay Naval Base.

Background

Senators Connie Mack and Bob Graham express concerns about
several issues, including the leunyth of time that some Cuban
nationals have remained at Guantanamo Bay/ﬂand the purported
absence of schooling and adequate medical care at the naval
facility.
The longrtime residentjs at Guantaiamo are those migrants
interdicted at sea whd the Immigration and Naturalization
Service (INS) has detdgrmined shou.d not be returned to Cuba
because they would rigk persecuti m_ &thexre. Our policy is to
seek third country regettlement f.r these persons, but finding
governments willing tp accept the Cubans can be time-consuming.
(Bringing interdicted| Cubans into the United States is not a
viable alternative befause we fea: it would encourage dangerous
boat departures from ub%}ﬂ Your r=sponse describes our,
continuing efforts to)seek third -ountry resettlement,”and toc
make life at Guantanamo as produc:.ive as possible. You also
indicate that we make schooling a)d adequate medical assistance
available at Guantanamo.

A

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the attached resporses at Tab A.

cc: Vice President
Chief of Staff



Attachmentsl\ P - T &

Tab A Res.ponse.sl-t-o Letters f=em Senators Mack and Graham
. P

Tab B Incoming Correspondence



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Dear Senator Mack:

Thank you for your letter concerning Cuban nationals at the U.S.
Naval Base at Guantanamo Bay, Cup;&

We are committed to facilitatiné the prompt resettlement of
Cuban refugees from Guantanamd Bay to third countries willing to
afford them protection. Aftér a Cuban national is found to
require protection, the State Department arranges for
resettlement and provides/éupport for integration into his or
her new country. I regr§t that some refugees have had to wailt
long periods before obtaining resettlement offers, but we are
working hard to encourage other governments to accept refugees
for resettlement. Recéntly, nine Cuban nationals were resettled
in Central America.
A('-(..\l D;\Aut'), -
-are making efforts to better assist Cubans at Guantanamo
“%ho ard™&dwaiting repettlement. Most adult refugees work on the
base, earning and saving money that helps ease their transition
to new countries. / We have launched a school for the children

that is staffed by a trained, Cuban-refugee teacher and American
volunteers who li/ve on the base. Weuﬁa@eﬁgggg’es%ab;;shedﬁam A

program of e' fdgpﬁf%Pn %Rdrr%ggeation*gogtghgﬂch'ldrenLﬂgcdxokmu\
> 0 3 % 1l ~ L [=2y% S¥ ST VAYS & .
o : ontinit . @*(réce-_rveﬁ?réis-ame—med'rc-a—T—%a%'é‘--—'% gred s eng
E e Naov g g RIS o . .
As—on—the-base. According to U.S. Navy

I appreciate
you for

Jour interest in this important matter and thank
: SW""’“’\&' Yo Loaloray I Lo

—

Sincerely,

The Honorable Connie Mack
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510 - 0904



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Dear Bob:

Thank you for your letter concerning Céban nationals at the U.S.

Naval Base at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.

We are committed to facilitating tHe prompt resettlement of
Cuban refugees from Guantanamo Bay to third countries willing to
afford them protection. After a/Cuban national is found to
require protection, the State Dg¢partment arranges for
resettlement and provides suppprt for integration into his or
her new country. I regret thgt some refugees have had to wait
long periods before obtaining resettlement offers, but we are
working hard to encourage ofther governments to accept refugees
for resettlement. Recently, nine Cuban nationals were resettled
in Central America
AA& Honatly |
We—<aIsD, are maklng effoyts to better assist Cubans at
Guantanamo who are await/ing resettlement. Most adult refugees
work on the base, earnifnig and saving money that helps ease their
transition to new counfries. We have launched a school for the
children that is staffed by a trained, Cuban-refugee teacher and
American volunteers o live on the base. We—have—estab%ishedia-
program of physical gducation and recreation for the children, has als
Cuban migrants ¢ontinue to receive the same medical care as
all other persons gn the base. According to U.S. Navy Qg&zé,
physiciang, no Cuban at the facility is being deprived of JAQ/
necessary medical/care. ’

)}P% I appreciate yoyr interest in this important matter and thank
@} you for writin

Sincerely,

The Honorable Bob Graham
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510-0903



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Dear Bob:

Thank you for your letter concerning/Cuban nationals at the U.S.
Naval Base at Guantanamo Bay, Cuka.

We are committed to facilitating/the prompt resettlement of
Cuban refugees from Guantanamo Bay to third countries willing to
afford them protection. After ‘a Cuban national is found to
require protection, the State ‘Department arranges for
resettlement and provides support for integration into his or
her new country. I regret that some refugees have had to wait
long periods before obtainipg resettlement offers, but we are
working hard to encourage other governments to accept refugees
for resettlement. Recently, nine Cuban nationals were resettled
in Central America.

\ﬁé Blso are making efforts to better assist Cubans at Guantanamo
‘who' are awaiting resettllement. Most adult refugees work on the
base, earning and saving money that helps ease their transition
to new countries. We Khave launched a school for the children
that is staffed by a tfrained, Curan-refugee teacher and American
volunteers who live orf the base. We have als® established a
program of physical edlucation and recreation for the children,
and Cuban migrants cgntinue to receive the same medical care as
all other persons on/the base. According to U.S. Navy
physicians, no Cubarny at the faciiity is being deprived of
necessary medical care.

~ ™

I appreciate your
you for ye

[N 7""'\'8'/

jnterest i1n this important matter and thank

(N
Sincerely,

The Honorable Bob Graham
United States Senate .
Washington, D.C. 20510 =09¢>
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