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Dear Mr. Berger: 
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I am increasingly concerned that unfair reprisals may have been taken against the 40 
Cuban adults and 1 2 Cuban children who are being detained at Naval Station Guantanamo Bay 
after I held a press conference in Miami stating that the conditions for them are not adequate. 

Access to telephones may have been restricted since the media reported that these 
FEB 2~317~1Cfesperate freedom seeking refugees are not being given entry in the U.S. or any third country 

as political refugees. Many of these political asylum seekers have been unnecessarily detained 
for excessive periods of time, some nearing two full years. While awaiting freedom at the 
naval base, the detained Cuban children are reported to have no access to books, teachers or 
any component of a basic education. The 40 adults are reported to be living in constant fear 
as they are watched closely and scrutinized by military personnel. Most recently, a report was 
issued that a Cuban refugee did not phone a friend in the United States as he has on a weekly 
basis without fail. This disturbing report has instilled even more concern among the Cuban­
American community as they wonder whether he was wrongly denied access to a phone call. 

We acknowledge that the detainees cannot be held indefinitely at Guantanamo, yet 
there are even more compelling and obvious reasons as to why they cannot and should not be 
repatriated to Cuba where they will assuredly be ostracized, mistreated, persecuted, and 
undoubtedly labeled as traitors and out-casts. 

I ask that you please consider the seriousness of this case immediately and that in your 
thorough review, you advise toward releasing these detainees from the hands of our US armed 
forces and transferring them to the United States where they wish to reside. 

Sincerely 

Member of Congress 
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Dear Ms. Ros-Lehtinen: 

This is in response to your letters of February 24 to 
Secretary Albright and to National Security Adviser Berger 
regarding the Cuban migrants at the United States Naval 
Base at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, awaiting third country 
resettlement. 

It is U.S. policy not to repatriate to Cuba those 
Cuban migrants at the Naval Base found by the Immigration 
and Naturalization Service to have a well-founded fear of 
persecution. The Administration seeks to deter irregular 
migration to the United States from Cuba and prevent loss 
of life at sea and in the Cuban minefields surrounding the 
Naval Base. For this purpose, under the U.S.-Cuban 
Migration Accord of September 9, 1994, the United States 
greatly expanded the opportunities for safe, legal and 
orderly migration from Cuba. As a matter of policy, since 
the migrants at the Naval Base sought to enter the United 
States outside those legal channels, we will not be bring 
them to the United States. Rather, those found by the 
Immigration and Naturalization Service to have a well­
founded fear of persecution are temporarily protected at 
the Naval Base until they can be resettled in third 
countries willing to afford them protection. 

The Honorable 
Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, 

U.S. House of Representatives. 
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We believe that our military at the Naval Base are 
dealing fairly and humanely with the migrant population. 
For example, all adult migrants afforded temporary 
protection awaiting third-country resettlement are 
permitted to work for remuneration with local contractors 
on the Base. Those migrants are encouraged to save a 
portion of their earnings for their new future. 
Nevertheless, as a functioning military base, where U.S. 
Marines daily face Cuban troops across the fenceline, all 
personnel--U.S., Cuban and third-country, military, 
civilian or dependent--are subject to a number of 
restrictions on their freedom of action. 

Migrants afforded temporary protection are able, at 
their own expense or collect, to make a weekly telephone 
~all to family or friends in the United States, but at the 
Base telephone exchange. Many migrants regularly use this 
opportunity each week. 

Despite limited resources and the uncertainies of how 
long any minor will be at the Naval Base, a school was 
established in the migrant camp some eight months ago. 
Volunteer Department of Defense teachers and other Base 
residents teach four core subjects two to three hours each 
weekday. Textbooks, mostly supplied by the American Red 
Cross, are used. In addition, the children are given 
required homework, which is to be completed under the 
supervision of their parents. The children are also 
provided supervised recreational activities. 
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Despite limited resources and the uncertainties 
of how long any minor will be at the Naval Base, a 
school was established some eight months ago. 
Volunteer Department of Defense teachers and other 
Base residents teach four core subjects two to three 
hours each weekday. Textbooks, mostly supplied by the 
American Red Cross, are used. In addition, the 
c~ildren are given required homework, which is to be 
completed under the supervision of their parents. The 
children are also provided supervised recreational 
activities. 

If you need additional information or believe 
that we may be of further assistance in this or any 
other matter, please do not hesitate to contact us. 

Sincerely, 

Barbara Larkin 
Assistant Secretary 
Legislative Affairs 
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