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January 25, 2000
CC -' _ﬂ
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William Jefferson Clinton VIA FAX AND HAND
The President DELIVERED

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue

Washington, DC 20500

Dear President Clinton:

As the Ranking Member of the House Subcommittee on Immigration, I am
writing to applaud the decision that has been made by the Department of Justice to affirm
the INS decision to act within the best interests of the child in the case of Elian Gonzalez.
I also applaud the decision of the INS that compels the Miami relatives of Elian to bring
him to a neutral site so that he may reunuite with his grandmothers.

As you know, today I have had the opportunity to meet with Elian’s two
grandmothers, Raquel Rodriguez and Mariela Quintana, and Members of Congress to
discuss his safe return back to Cuba. By meeting with these endearing women, I want to
ensure the enforcement of the INS’ previous decision. It is imperative that we end the
political posturing surrounding this young boy’s plight. Elian Gonzalez is not an orphan
and his father has not been proven to be unfit and no abuse of Elian has been found that
would normally deny a natural parent custody of his child.

You may also be aware that there are several bills in the Congress that would
make Elian a citizen or a legal permanent resident of the United States. After meeting
with the grandmothers, I have leammed that their wish is for their precious grandson to
return to Cuba to be with their natural father and them. I urge you to veto any bill that
would make this young boy a citizen or legal permanent resident. I also think that it is
important that you meet with these women and look in their eyes, and feel their emotions
in order for you to fully appreciate this issue.

I am enclosing a letter from the grandmothers given to me today directed to you
Mr. President asking for your help in returning Elian to his family in Cuba.




Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,
:3( +7Ckson Lee M -

Member of Congress
SIL:lcb

Enclosure: Letter to President Clinton from the Grandmothers of Elian Gonzales
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William Jefferson Clinton VIA FAX AND HAND
The President DELIVERED

1600 Pennsylvapia Avenue
Washington, DC 20500

Dear President Clinton:

As the Ranking Member of the House Subcommittee on Immigration, I am
writing to applaud the decision that has been made by the Department of Justice to affirm
the INS decision to act within the best interests of the child in the case of Elian Gonzalez.
I also applaud the decision of the INS that compels the Miami rclatives of Elian to bring
him to a neutral site so that he may reunuite with his grandmothers.

As you know, today I have had the opportunity to meet with Elian’s two
grandmothers, Raquel Rodriguez and Mariela Quintana, and Members of Congress to
discuss his safe return back to Cuba. By meeting with these endearing women, I waat to
ensure the enforcement of the INS’ previous decision. It is imperative that we end the
political posturing surrounding this young boy’s plight. Elian Gonzalez is not an orphan
and his father has not been proven to be unfit and no abuse of Elian has been found that
would nonmally deny a natural parent custody of his child.

You may also be aware that there are several bills in the Congress that would
make Elian a citizen or a legal permanent resident of the United States. After meeting
with the grandmothers, I have learned that their wish is for their precious grandson to -
returm to Cuba to be with their natural father and them. ] wrge you to veto any bill that
would make this young boy a citizen or legal permanent resident. I also think that it is
unportant that you meet with these women and look in their eyes, and feel their cmotions
in order for you to fully appreciate this issue.

I am enclosing a letter from the grandmothers given to me today directed to you
Mr. President asking for your help in returning Elian to bis family in Cuba.
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Thank you for your time and consideration.
Sincerely,
Member of Congress
STL:lcb

Enclosure: Letter to President Clinton from the Grandmothers of Elian Gonzales
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La Habana, 21 de enero de 2000

Excmo. Sr. William Clinton
Presidente
Estados Unidos de América

Estimado Presidente:

Las dos abuelas del nifio Elidn Gonzdlez Brotons hemos venido hasta Nueva York con
la esperanza de recuperarlo.

Podrad suponer usted que hacer este viaje ha significado un gran sacrificio para
nuestra familia, que no se ha separado un solo instante desde el momento de la
tragedia en que perdimos a una hija y hemos sido forzados a contemplar con infinito
dolor el secuestro de nuestre nieto. En los 1iltimos dias los que retienen
criminalmente al nifio ya no nos permiten siquiera hablar con él.

Sabemos que usted, enfrentdndose a grandes obstdculos, ha expresado su
reconocimiento al derecho indiscutible del padre de recuperar a su hijo. Juan
Miguel el padre de Eliancito, nosotras y toda la familia estamos destruidos y vivimos
el horror de ver pasar el tiempo.

A pesar de que conocemos de su inmenso trabajo, le solicitamos que nos reciba
aunque sea por unos minutos. De usted preferirlo, seria absolutamente confidencial.

Si nos concede ese honor, constituiria para nosotras un extraordinario aliento, que
ahora o en el futuro seria muy apreciado también por el pueblo de Estados Unidos
que, apegado a los valores de familia, en muy amplia mayoria es decididamente
partidario de que el nifio regrese junto a su padre, abuelos y demds familiares.

Puede localizarnos en la casa de la Reverenda Joan Campbell, y el contacto se haria
en la forma y lugar que usted estime pertinente.

Mariela Qu@ana Garrido y Raquanuez

Abuelas de Elian Gonzal Brotons
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La Habana, 21 de enero de 2000

Excmo. Sr. William Clinton
Presidente
Estados Unidos de América

Estimado Presidente:

Las dos abuelas del nifio Elidn Gonzdlez Brotons hemos venido hasta Nueva York con
la esperanza de recuperarlo.

Podrd suponer usted que hacer este viaje ha significado un gran sacrificio para
nuestra familia, que no se ha separado un solo instante desde el momento de la
tragedia en que perdimos a una hija y hemos sido forzados a contemplar con infinito
dolor el secuestro de nuestro nieto. En los 1iltimos dias los que retienen
criminalmente al nifio ya no nos permiten siquiera hablar con €l

Sabemos que usted, enfrentdndose a grandes obstdculos, ha expresado su
reconocimiento al derecho indiscutible del padre de recuperar a su hijo. Juan
Miguel el padre de Eliancito, nosotras y toda la familia estamos destruidos y vivimos
el harror de ver pasar el tiempo. '

A pesar de que conacemos de su inmenso trabajo, le solicitamos que nos reciba
aungue sea por unos minutos. De usted preferirlo, seria absolutamente confidencial.
Si nos concede ese honor, constituirla para nosotras un extraordinario aliento, que
ahora o en el futuro seria muy apreciado también por el pueblo de Estados Unidos
que, apegado a los valores de familia, en muy amplia mayoria es decididamente
partidario de que el nifio regrese junto a su padre, abuelos y demds familiares.

Puede localizarnos en la casa de la Reverenda Joan Campbell, y el contacto se haria
en la forma y lugar que usted estime pertinente.

Mariela Qu@&am Garrido y Raque{%)dzguez ﬁodﬁguez

Abuelas de Elidn Gonzdlez Brotons
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON .
EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF STAFF
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6798. Thank You.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

January 28, 2000

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT A. BRADTKE
NSC Executive Secretariat

FROM: CHARLES M. BRAIN
Legislative Affairs

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE

Attached is a copy of a letter sent to the President from
Rep. Sheila Jackson Lee (D-TX), concerning the case of Elian
Gonzalez, and enclosing a letter to the President from Elian
Gonzalez's grandmothers. Since this letter addresses national
security issues, we would appreciate your assistance in drafting
the response.

Thank you very much for your assistance. If you have any
questions, please call Courtney Crouch at x67500.

Enclosure
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PREPARE A RESPONSE FOR THE PRESIDENT’S OR NATIONAL SECURITY
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RESPONSE, PLEASE RETURN IT TO RECORDS MANAGEMENT (RM 379) WITH
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Excmo. Sr. William Clinton
Presidente
Estados Unidos de América
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT
TRANSMITTAL FORM
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DATE _rebruary 4. 2000
FOR: Mr. Robert A. Bradtke
Executive Secretary
National Security Council
The White House
REFERENCE:
TO: President Clinton
FROM: Sheila Jackson Lee
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SUBJECT: Letter from Elian Gonzalez' Grandmothers to

President Clinton
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The attached item was sent directly to Department of State.
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A draft reply is attached.
A draft reply will be forwarded.

XX A translation is attached.
An information copy of a direct reply is attached.
We believe no response is necessary for the reason cited below.
The Department of State has no objection to the proposed travel.
Other (see remarks).
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U.S. Department of State

Office of Language Services
Translating Division

LS No. 0200044
JF/JPM
Spanish

Havana, January 21, 2000
His Excellency William Clinton
President of the United States of America
Dear Mr. President:

We are the two grandmothers of little Elian Gonzalez Brotons and have come to New
York in the hope of retrieving him.

You can imagine how great a sacrifice this trip has been for our family, which has not
been apart even a moment from the time of the tragedy in which we lost a daughter and have
been forced to endure the immense pain of having our grandson kidnapped. In recent days, those
who are keeping the child illegally have not even allowed us to speak with him.

We know that you have, in the face of great obstacles, indicated your acknowledgement
of the father’s indisputable right to retrieve his son. Juan Miguel, little Elian’s father, we, and
the entire family are devastated and living in the agony of each passing moment.

We realize how incredibly busy you are, but we ask you to meet with us even for just a
few minutes. If you prefer, our meeting can be kept completely confidential.

If you grant us this honor, it would be of tremendous support to us, and, sooner or later, it
would also be much appreciated by the people of the United States, who are committed to family
values and who are, by a wide margin, clearly in favor of the child’s return to his father,

grandparents, and other relatives.
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You can reach us at the home of the Rev. Joan Campbell. Contact would be made in the
manner and place that you deem appropriate.

[Signature] [Signature]

Mariela Quintana Garrido ~ Raquel Rodriguez Rodriguez
Grandmothers of Elian Gonzalez Brotons
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Dear President Clinton:

As the Ranking Member of the House Subcommittee on Immigration, I am
writing to applaud the decision that has been made by the Department of Justice to affirm
the INS decision to act within the best interests of the child in the case of Elian Gonzalez.
I also applaud the decision of the INS that compels the Miami relatives of Elian to bring
him to a neutral site so that he may reunwite with his grandmothers.

As you know, today I have had the opportunity to meet with Elian’s two
grandmothers, Raquel Rodriguez and Mariela Quintana, and Members of Congress to
discuss his safe return back to Cuba. By meeting with these endearing women, [ want to
ensure the enforcement of the INS’ previous decision. It is imperative that we end the
political posturing surrounding this young boy’s plight. Elian Gonzalez is not an orphan
and his father has not been proven to be unfit and no abuse of Elian has been found that
would normally deny a natura] parent custody of his child.

You may also be aware that there are several bills in the Congress that would
make Elian a citizen or a legal permanent resident of the United States. After meeting
with the grandmothers, I have leamned that their wish is for their precious grandson to
return to Cuba to be with their natural father and them. I urge you to veto any bill that
would make this young boy a citizen or legal permanent resident. I also think that it is
important that you meet with these women and look in their eyes, and feel their emotions
in order for you to fully appreciate this issue.

I am enclosing a letter from the grandmothers given to me today directed to you
Mr. President asking for your help in returning Elian to his family in Cuba.
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Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

son Lee
Member of Congress

SJL:lcb

Enclosure: Letter to President Clinton from the Grandmothers of Elian Gonzales
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La Habana, 21 de enero de 2000

Excmo. Sr. William Clinton
Presidente
Estados Unidos de América

Estimado Presidenie:

Las dos abuelas del niro Elidn Gonzdlez Brotons hemos venido hasta Nueva York con
la esperanza de recuperarlo,

Podrd suponer usted que hacer este viaje ha significado un gran sacrificio para
nuestra familia, que no se ha separado un solo instante desde el momento de la

tragedia en que perdimos a una hija 'y hemos sido forzados a contemplar con infinito
dolor el secuestro de nuestro nieto. En los filtimos dfas los que retienen

criminalmerze al nifio ya no nos permiten siquiera hablar con él.

Sabemos que usted, enfrentdndose a grandes obstéculos, ha expresado su
reconocimiento al derecho indiscurible del padre de recuperar a su hijo. Juan

Miguel el padre de Eliancito, nosotras y toda la familia estamos destruidos y vivimos
el horror de ver pasar el tiempo.

A pesar de que conocemos de su inmenso trabajo, le solicitarmos que nos reciba
aunque sea por unos minutos. De usted preferirlo, seria absolutamente confidencial. -

Si nos concede ese honor, constituiria para nosotras un extraordinario aliento, que
ahora o en el futuro seria muy apreciado también por el pueblo de Estados Unidos
que, apegado a los valores de familia, en muy amplia mayoria es decididamente
partidario de que el nirio regrese junto a su padre, abuelos y demds familiares.

Puede localizarnos en la casa de la Reverenda Joan Campbell, y el coniacto se haria
en la forma y lugar que usted estime pertinente.

Mariela Quinlana Garrido y Raquel?%ﬁguez Rodriguez

Abuelas de Elién Gonzdlez Brotons
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La Habana, 21 de enero de 2000

Excmo. Sr. William Clinton
Presidente
Estados Unidos de América

Estimado Presidente:

Las dos abuelas del nivio Elién Gonzélez Brotons hemos venido hasta Nueva York con
la esperanza de recuperarlo.

Podrd suponer usted que hacer este viaje ha significado un gran sacrificio para
nuestra familia, que no se ha separado un solo instante desde el momento de la

tragedia en que perdimos a una hija y hemos sido forzados a corntemplar con infinito
dolor el secuestro de nuestro nieto. En los filtimos dfas los que retienen
criminralmerze al nino ya no nos permiten siquiera hablar con él.

Sabemos que usted, enfrentandose a grandes obstdculos, ha expresado su
reconocimiento al derecho indiscutible del padre de recuperar a su hijo. Juan

Miguel el padre de Eliancito, nosorras y toda la familia estamos destruidos y vivimos
el horror de ver pasar el tiempo.

A pesar de que conocemos de su inmenso trabajo, le solicitamos que nos reciba
aunque sea por unos minutos. De usted preferirlo, seria absolutamente confidencial. -

Si nos concede ese honor, constituiria para nosotras un extraordinario aliento, que
ahora o en el futuro seria miy apreciado también por el pueblo de Estados Unidos
que, apegado a los valores de familia, en muy amplia mayoria es decididamente
partidario de que el nino regrese junio a su padre, abuelos y demds familiares.

Puede localizarnos en la casa de la Reverenda Joan Campbell, y el contacto se hana
en la forma y lugar que usted estime pertinente.

Mariela Quitlana Gamda y Raqu/%oﬁguez Rodriguez

Abuelas de Elidn Gonzdlez Brotons



