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_;: .... 

P1co'''.IA. C . 

William Jefferson Clinton 
The President 

VIA FAX AND HAND 
DELIVERED 

Jc..ve..- s,~.b 1 . , I 

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, DC 20500 

. nsc__ (~~~JH 
~ C(_rrs- . . ·: 

((fy;)' 

Dear President Clinton: 

As the Ranking Member of the House Subcommittee on Immigration, I am 
writing to applaud the decision that has been made by the Department of Justice to affirm 
the INS decision to act within the best interests of the child in the case of Elian Gonzalez. 
I also applaud the decision of the INS that compels the Miami relatives of Elian to bring 
him to a neutral site so that he may reunuite with his grandmothers. 

As you know, today I have had the opportunity to meet with Elian's two 
grandmothers, Raquel Rodriguez and Mariela Quintana, and Members of Congress to 
discuss his safe return back to Cuba. By meeting with these endearing women, I want to 
ensure the enforcement of the INS' previous decision. It is imperative that we end the 
political posturing surrounding this young boy's plight. Elian Gonzalez is not an orphan 
and his father has not been proven to be unfit and no abuse of Elian has been found that 
would nonnally deny a natural parent custody of his child. 

You may also be aware that there are several bills in the Congress that would 
make Elian a citizen or a legal permanent resident of the United States. After meeting 
with the grandmothers, I have learned that their wish is for their precious grandson to 
return to Cuba to be with their natural father and them. I urge you to veto any bill that 
would make this young boy a citizen or legal permanent resident. I also think that it is 
important that you meet with these women and look in their eyes, and feel their emotions 
in order for you to fully appreciate this issue. 

I am enclosing a letter from the grandmothers given to me today directed to you 
Mr. President asking for your help in returning Elian to his family in Cuba. 
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Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

S.I L: lcb 

Enclosure: Letter to President Clinton from the Grandmothers of Elian Gonzales 
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William Jefferson Cijnton 
The President 

VIA FAX AND HAND 
DELIVERED 

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington. DC 20500 

Dear President Clinton: 

As the Ranking Member of the House Subcommittee on Immigration., I am 
writing to applaud the decision that has been made by the· Department of Justice to affirm 
the INS decision to act within the best interests of the child in the case of Elian Gonzalez. 
I also app I aud the decision of the INS that compels the Miami relatives of Eli an to bring 
him to a neutral site so that he may reunuitc with his grandmothers. 

As you lmow, today I have had the· opportunity to meet w:i.1h Elia.n's two 
grandmothers, Raque:! Rodriguez and Mariela Quintana, and Membe.rs of Congress to 
discuss his safe return back to Cuba. By meeting with these endearing women., I want to 
ensure the enforcement of the INS' previous decisio11. It is imperative that we end the 
political posturing surrounding this young boy's plight. Elian Gonzalez is not an orphan 
and his father has not been proven to be unfit and no abuse of Elian has been found that 
would nom1ally deny a natural parent custody of his child. 

You may also be aware that there are several bills in the Congress that would 
inalcc: Elian a citizen or a legal permanent resident of the United States. After meeting 
with the grandmothers, I have lea.med that their wish is for their precious grandson to · 
return to Cuba to be with their natural father and them. I urge you to veto any bill that 
would make this young boy a citizen or legal permanent resident. I also think: that it is 
important that you ineet with these women. and look in their eye~. and feel their cmotio11s 
in order for you to fully appreciate this issue. 

I am enclosiog a letter from the grandmothers given to rne today directed to you 
Mr. President asking for your help in ret.'Uming Elian to his family in Cuba. 
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111ank you for your time and consideration. 

SJL:lcb 

Enclosure: Letter to President Clinton from the Grandmothers of Elian (JQnzales 
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La Habana, 21 de enero de 2000 

Excmo. Sr. William Clinton 
Presidente 
Estados Unidos de America 

Estimado Presidente: 

Las dos abuelas del nifio Elian Gonzalez Brotons hemos venido hasta Nueva York con 
la esperanza de recuperarlo. 

Podra suponer usted que hacer este viaje ha significado un gran sacrificio para 
nuestra familia, que no se ha separado un solo instante desde el momento de la 
tragedia en que perdimos a una hija y hemos sido forzados a contemplar con infinito 
dolor el secuestro de nuestro nieto. En las zl!timos dfas los que retienen 
criminalmente al nifio ya no nos permiten siquiera hablar con el. 

Sabemos que usted, enfrentandose a grandes obstaculos, ha expresado su 
reconocimiento al derecho indiscutible def padre de recuperar a su hijo. Juan 
Miguel el padre de Eliancito, nosotras y toda la familia estamos destruidos y vivimos 
el horror de ver pasar el tiempo. 

A pesar de que conocemos de su inmenso trabajo, le solicitamos que nos reciba 
aunque sea por unos minutos. De usted preferirlo, seria absolutamente conjidencial. 

Si nos concede ese honor, constituirfa para nosotras un extraordinario aliento, que 
ahora o en el faturo seria muy apreciado tambien por el pueblo de Estados Unidos 
que, apegado a las valores de familia, en muy amplia mayoria es decididamente 
partidario de que el nifio regrese }unto a su padre, abuelos y demas familiares. 

Puede localizarnos en la casa de la Reverenda Joan Campbell, y el contacto se haria 
en la Jonna y lugar que usted estime pertinente. 

Mariela Qu.rfltJ::"aamd~ y Raque{t.~riguez 
Abuelas de Elian Gonzal~ Broton;i \ 

I 
I 

\ 



La Habana, 21 de enero de 2000 

Excmo. Sr. William Clinton 
Presidente 
Estados Unidos de America 

Esrirruuio Pre.ridente: 

Las dos abuelas del nilio Elian Gonz.dlez Brotons hemos venido hasta Nueva York con 
la esperanz.a de recuperarlo. 

Podrd .ruponer usted que hacer este viaje ha signijicado un gran sacrijicio para 
nuestra familia, que no se ha separado un solo tnstante desde el momenta de la 
tragedia en que perdimos a una hija y hemos sido fonados a contemplar con injinito 
dolor el secuestro de nztestro nieto. En las J!,ltimos d£as los que retienen 
criminalmente al nifio ya no nos permiten siquiera hablar con el. 

Sabemos que usted, enfrentdndose a grandes obstdculos, ha expresado su 
reconocimiento al derecho indiscutible del padre de recuperar a su hijo. Juan 
Miguel el padre de Eliancito, nosotras y toda la familia estanws destruidos y vivimos 
el ho"or de ve.r pasar el tiempo. · 

A pesar de qu~~ conocemos de su inmenso trabajo, le solicitamos que nos reciba 
aunque sea por unos minutos. De usted preferirlo, serla absolutamente confidencial. 

Si nos concede ese honor, constituirla para nosorras un extraordinario ali'ento, que 
ahora o en el futuro seria mu:y apreciado tambien por el pueblo de Estados Unidos 
que, apegado .a los valores de familla, en muy amplia mayorla es decididamente 
partidario de que el niflo regrese junta a su padre, abuelos y demds familiares. 

Puede localizarnas en la casa de la Reverenda Joan Campbell, y el contacto se haria 
en la fonna y Lugar que usted e.rtime pertinente. 

Mariela QIJJ:"a.zrrido y IlaJJutz.~riguel 
Abuelas de El.iti.n Gonzalez Broton;' \ 

~uu;.: 
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The documents accompanying this telecopy transmission contain confidential information that 
is legally privileged. The infofmation is intended only for the u~e of the named recipient. If 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 28, 2000 

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT A. BRADTKE 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

NSC Executive Secretariat 

CHARLES M. BRAIN 
Legislative Affairs 

PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 

Attached is a copy of a letter sent to the President from 
Rep. Sheila Jackson Lee (D-TX), concerning the case of Elian 
Gonzalez, and enclosing a letter to the President from Elian 
Gonzalez's grandmothers. Since this letter addresses national 
security issues, we would appreciate your assistance in drafting 
the response. 

Thank you very much for your assistance. If you have any 
questions, please call Courtney Crouch at x67500. 

Enclosure 





1 
Excrno. Sr. William Clinton 
Presidente 
Estados Unidos de America 

... ·---" 

I 
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FOR: Mr. Robert A. Bradtke 

Executive Secretary 
National Security Council 
The White House 

REFERENCE: 

TO: President Clinton 

FROM: 
Sheila Jackson Lee 

DATE: January 25, 2000 

SUBJECT: Letter from Elian Gonzalez' Grandmothers to 

President Clinton 
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The attached item was sent directly to Department of State. 

ACTION TAKEN: 
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U.S. Department of State 
Office of Language Services 

Translating Division 

LS No. 0200044 
JF/JPM 
Spanish 

Havana, January 21, 2000 

His Excellency William Clinton 
President of the United States of America 

Dear Mr. President: 

We are the two grandmothers of little Elian Gonzalez Brotons and have come to New 

York in the hope of retrieving him. 

You can imagine how great a sacrifice this trip has been for our family, which has not 

been apart even a moment from the time of the tragedy in which we lost a daughter and have 

been forced to endure the immense pain of having our grandson kidnapped. In recent days, those 

who are keeping the child illegally have not even allowed us to speak with him. 

We know that you have, in the face of great obstacles, indicated your acknowledgement 

of the father's indisputable right to retrieve his son. Juan Miguel, little Elian's father, we, and 

the entire family are devastated and living in the agony of each passing moment. 

We realize how incredibly busy you are, but we ask you to meet with us even for just a 

few minutes. If you prefer, our meeting can be kept completely confidential. 

If you grant us this honor, it would be of tremendous support to us, and, sooner or later, it 

would also be much appreciated by the people of the United States, who are committed to family 

values and who are, by a wide margin, clearly in favor of the child's return to his father, 

grandparents, and other relatives. 
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You can reach us at the home of the Rev. Joan Campbell. Contact would be made in the 

manner and place that you deem appropriate. 

[Signature] [Signature] 

Mariela Quintana Garrido Raquel Rodriguez Rodriguez 
Grandmothers of Elian Gonzalez Brotons 
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William Jefferson Clinton 
The President 

VIA FAX AND HAND 
DELIVERED 

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear President Clinton: 

As the Ranking Member of the House Subcommittee on Immigration, I am 
writing to applaud the decision that has been made by the Department of Justice to affirm 
the INS decision to act within the best interests of the child in the case of Elian Gonzalez. 
I also applaud the decision of the INS that compels the Miami relatives of Elian to bring 
him to a neutral site so that he may reunuite with his grandmothers. 

As you know, today I have had the opportunity to meet with Elian's two 
grandmothers, Raquel Rodriguez and Mariela Quintana, and Members of Congress to 
discuss his safe return back to Cuba. By meeting with these endearing women, I want to 
ensure the enforcement of the INS' previous decision. It is imperative that we end the 
political posturing surrounding this young boy's plight. Elian Gonzalez is not an orphan 
and his father has not been proven to be unfit and no abuse of Elian has been found that 
would normally deny a natural parent custody of his child. 

You may also be aware that there are several bills in the Congress that would 
make Elian a citizen or a legal permanent resident of the United States. After meeting 
with the grandmothers, I have learned that their wish is for their precious grandson to · 
return. to Cuba to be with their natural father and them. I urge you to veto my bill that 
would make this young boy a citizen or legal pennanent resident. I also think that it is 
important that you meet with these women and look in their eyes, and feel their emotions 
in order for you to fully appreciate this issue. 

I am enclosing a letter from the grandmothers given to me today directed to you 
rvtr. President asking for your help in returning Elian to his family in Cuba. 
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Thank you for your time and consideration. 

SJL:lcb 

Enclosure: Letter to President Clinton from the Grandmothers of Elian Gonzales 
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U:z Habana, 21 de enero tk 2000 

bcmo. Sr. William Clinton 
PresidenJe 
Estados Unidos de America 

Estimado Presidente: 

NO. 489 " P • z-' 1 

las dos obuelas del nino Elian Gon:Alet Brotons hemos venido harta Nueva York con 
la esperant.a de recuperarlo, 

Podni suponer usted que hacer este viaje ha significado "" gran sacrijicio para 
nuestra familia, que no se ha separado wi solo instanle desde el momenta de I.a 
tragedia en que perdimos a una hi}a y hemos sido fonados a contemp1.ar con itifinito 
dolor el secuestro de nl.!estl"o mero. E11 fos tiltimos dfas lo.r que l'ttienen 
criminalmenie al nino ya no nos permiten siquiera hablar con ~l. 

Sabemos que usted, e'lfrenzdndose a grandes obstdculos, ha expresado su 
reconocimiento al derecho indiscurible del padre de recuperar a su hijo. Juan 
Miguel el padre de Eliancito, nosorras y toda. la familia estamos destruidos y vivimo.s 
el ho"or de ver pa.sar el tiempo. 

A pesar de que conocemos de su inmenso trabajo, le solicitamos que nos :reciba 
aunque sea por unos minuto.r. De usted preferirlo, seria absolutamenze conjidencial.. 

Si nos concede ese honor, consriruiria para nosotras un extraordinario alienJo, que 
ahora o en el futuro seria muy apreciado tambien por el pueblo de Estados Unidos 
que, apegado a los valort$ de famllia, en muy amplia mayorla es decididamente 
partidario de que el niflo regrese junzo a su padre, abuelos y demD..r familiares. 

Puede localii.amos en la casa de la Reverenda Joan Campbell, y el contacro se haria 
en la form.a y Lugar que u.sred esrime pemnente. 

Mariela Q~'aarrtdo y l1J1qutz~rigu~ 
Abuelas de Elian Gonzalez Broto:S' \ 
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La Habana, 21 de enero de 2000 

E.xcmo. Sr. William Cli111on 
Presidente 
Estados Unidos de America 

Estimado Preside111e: 

NO. 489 " P · z-' 1 

' 

las dos abue'/as del nino Elian Gonzalez Brotons hemos venido hana Nueva York con 
la esperanz.a de recuperarlo. 

Podni suponer u.sted que ha.cer este viaje ha significado wz gran sacrificio para 
nuestra familia, que no se ha separado un solo instante desde el momenro de la 
tragedia en que perdimos a una hija y hemos sido forzados a contemplar con injinito 
dolor el secuestro de nl.!estl"o niel!J. En l!Js flltimos dfas los que retien.en 
criminalme'flle al niiio ya no nos pe'1niten siquiera h.ablar con el. 

Sabemos que u.sted, e'lfrenJQntlose a grandes obsrdculos, ha expresado su 
reconocimienJo al derecho indiscurible del padre de recuperar a su hijo. Jtl/lll 
Miguel el padre de Eliancito, nosorras y toda la familia estamos destruidos y vivimos 
el ho"or de ver pasar el tiempo. 

A pesar de que conocemos de su inmen.so trabajo. le solicitamos que nos :reciba 
au114ue sea por unos minutos. De usted preferirlo, seria absolu.ramente cotifidencial. 

Si nos concede ese honor. constituiria para nosotras un e:rtraordinario alienlo, que 
ahora o en el futuro seria muy apreciado tambien por el pueblo de Estados Unidos 
que, apegado a los valores de familia, en 1IUl'j amplia mayoria es decididamente 
partidario de que el nino regrese junzo a su padre, abuelos y demlLr familiares. 

Puede localizamos en la casa de la Reverenda Joan Campbell, y el contacto se haria 
en la foTmQ y lugar que usred esrime pertinente. 

Mariela Q~'a,,rrido y Rat/ue{2~rigutll 
Abuelas de Elidn Gonzalez Broto:S" \ 


