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ACTION 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20504 

January 28, 2000 

MEMORANDUM FOR SAMUEL R. BERGER 

THROUGH: 

FROM: 

ERIC SCHWART"-0~ 

WENDY PATTEN\0)<' 

0266 

SUBJECT: Letter from Rep. Nydia Velazquez Supporting INS 
Decision in the Case of Elian Gonzalez 

Attached is a memorandum to the President and proposed response 
to a letter from Rep. Nydia Velazquez expressing her support for 
the INS decision to reunite Elian Gonzalez with his father in 
Cuba. 

The NSC received the incoming correspondence on January 12, 
2000. 

Concurrences by: Mary DeRosa, Daniel Shapiro, Arturo)V\"-"1_'.\ 
Valenzuela ~ 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the attached memorandum. 

Attachments 
Tab I Memorandum to the President 

Tab A Letter to Rep. Velazquez on Elian Gonzalez 
Tab B Incoming Correspondence 
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NYDIA M. VELAZQUEZ 
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January 10, 2000 

The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton 
President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20052 

Dear Mr. President: 
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I would like to express my strong support for your efforts in the safe return of Elian Gonzalez 
to his father in Cuba. Elian, who has just recently lost his mother, has been kept from the only 
family he has ever known. The U.S. Immigration and Naturalization Service has determined that 
Elian's father is his sole legal guardian. This is dictated by the laws of this nation and by the natural 
law between a parent and a child. 

There is no evidence to suggest that Elian's father is anything-hut a loving and responsible 
parent. No one can argue against the fact that his father loves him andls the proper and legal 
guardian. Mr. Gonzalez' legal guardianship over his son has been attacked only because of his 
nationality and not because of any conduct of his own. Denying him custody of his child would fly 
in the face of justice. The welfare of a child must not take a backseat to politics. 

This is not a political question, but a question about a father and son separated because of the 
relationship between two countries. I strongly support the decision of the INS to return Elian to his 
father and his home. 

cc: Attorney General Reno 

Sincerely, 

lj~~t4;t 
Nydia M. Velazquez 
Member of Congress 

THIS STATIONERY PFONTED ON PAPER MADI! o~ RECVc~EO FIBERS 
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FAX 
S H E E T 

Office of Congresswoman Nydia Velazquez 
2241 Rayburn House Office Building 

Washington, DC 20515 
Tel: (202) 225-2361 
Fax: (202) 226-0327 

To: Lawrence Stein, White House Congressional Liaison 

Fax: (202) 456-6221 
From: 
Date: 

Pages: 

Message: 

Carlos A. Gonzalez, Legislative Assistant 

January 10, 2000 

2 including cover sheet 

Attached is a letter addressed to the President from the Congresswoman, concerning the 
Cuban child, Elian Gonzalez. This letter has also been sent by U.S. Mail. Please ensure the 
President's prompt receipt. Thank you. 

If you have difficulties )4/ith this transmission please call (202) 225-2361 
I 
·, 

' 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 11, 2000 

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT A. BRADTKE 

FROM: 

NSC Executive Secretariat 

CHARLES M. BRAIN 
Legislative Affairs 

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 

Attached are copies of letters sent to the President by 
various Members of Congress. Since these letters address 
national security issues, we would appreciate your assistance in 
drafting the responses. 

Thank you very much for your assistance. If you have any 
questions, please call Courtney Crouch at x67500. 

The following is a brief description of the letters: 

1) Sen. Joseph I. Lieberman (D-CT), concerning the case of 
three Israeli soldiers, Zachary Baumel, Yehuda Katz, 
and Zvi Feldman, who have b~en missing in action since 
1982; 

2) Rep. Benjamin A. Gilman (R-NY) and five other Members 
of Congress, concerning the promotion and protection of 
United States interests in Haiti; and, 

3) Rep. Nydia M. Velazquez (D-NY), concerning the case of 
Elian Gonzalez, the Cuban child recently rescued off 
the coast of Florida. 

Enclosures 

JAN 1120:81 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

THROUGH: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

Purpose 

THE EXECUTIVE CLERK 

UEL BERGER 
RLES M. BRAIN 

Lette from Rep. Nydia Velazquez Supporting INS 
Decisio in Case of Elian Gonzalez 

~ 
To respond to a letter from ;~. Nydia Velazquez expressing her 

\ 
support for the decision of the\,;Immigration and Naturalization 
Service to reunite Elian Gonzale~\with his father in Cuba. 

\ 
\ 

Background 

Rep. Nydia Velazquez wrote to commend your efforts to secure the 
safe return of Elian Gonzalez to his father in Cuba. Her letter 
indicates her strong support for the INS ·decision in this case. 
She expresses her view that a father should not be denied 
custody of his son because of the political'~elationship between 
two countries, and that the Gonzalez case should be handled not 
as a political issue, but according to U.S. laws and the'batural 
law~of parent and child. 

Your response indicates that the Immigration and Naturalization 
Service and the Department of Justice are working hard to carry 
out the INS decision, which is currently being challenged in 
federal court. The response also makes clear that you have 
endeavored to ensure that the INS decision woul be made 
according to the applicable law and procedures, ot politics. 

cc: Vice President 
Chief of Staff 
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RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the attached response. 

Attachment 
Tab A Response to Letter on Elian Gonzalez 

\ 
\ 

\ 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Dear Nydi: 

Thank you 
Elian Gonzale 
well-being of 

letter regarding the case of 
share your concern for the 
six-year-old boy. 

As you know, the igration and Naturalization 
Service announced i s decision in this case on 
January 5. It decid d that Elian Gonzalez's 
father, Juan Gonzalez, has the sole legal 
authority to speak for is son in immigration 
matters, and that the bo should be reunited 
with his father. INS and the Department of 
Justice are working hard t carry out the INS 
decision, which is currentl being challeng~d 
in federal court. ~ 

Throughout this process, 
that this decision would 
the governing law and procedures, 

Again, thank you for sharing with meyour 
concerns about this compelling case. ~ 

Sincerely, \ 

The Honorable Nydia M. Velazquez 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

\\ 
\ 
\ 

\ 
\ 
\\ 

\ 
\ 

\, 

\ 
\\.. 

\ 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 19, 2000 

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT A. BRADTKE 

FROM: 

NSC Executive Secretariat 

CHARLES M. BRAIN 
Legislative Affairs 

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 

Attached are copies of letters sent to the President by 
various Members of Congress. Since these letters address 
national security issues, we would appreciate your assistance in 
drafting the responses. 

Thank you very much for your assistance. If you have any 
questions, please call Courtney Crouch at x67500. 

The following is a brief description of the letters: 

~) Rep. James P. McGovern (D-MA), requesting the President 
to express the United State?; commitment to the 
elimination of nuclear weapons in the State of the 
Union address; 

2) 

3) 
·"1 

J 

Enclosures 

Rep. Robert Menendez (D-NJ), Rep. Peter Deutsch (D-FL) 
and Rep. Patrick J. Kennedy (D-RI), concerning the case 
of Elian Gonzalez, the Cuban child recently rescued off 
the coast of Florida; 

Rep. Joseph R. Pitts (R-PA) and thirty-one Members of 
Congress, concerning the recent final vote in the 
United Nations on how to define the sexual trafficking 
of women; and, 

Rep. Nydia M. Velazquez (D-NY), concerning the case of 
Elian Gonzalez, the Cuban child recently rescued off 
the coast of Florida. 
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