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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 9045
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20504

January 28, 2000

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR SAMUEL R. BERGER

THROUGH: ERIC SCHWART
FROM: WENDY PATTE '
SUBJECT: Letter from Rep. Serrano on Elian Gonzalez Case

Attached is a memorandum to the President and proposed response
to two letters from Rep. Jose Serrano concerning the matter of
Elian Gonzalez.

The NSC received the initial incoming correspondence on December
14, 1999, and the second letter on January 11, 2000.

Concurrences by: Mary DeRosa, Daniel Shapiro, Arturogwu errad \
Valenzuela

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the attached memorandum.

Attachments
Tab I Memorandum to the President
Tab A Response to Letter on Elian Gonzalez

Tab B Incoming Correspondence
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

December 13, 1999

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT A. BRADTKE
NSC Executive Secretariat

FROM: CHARLES M. BRAIN
Legislative Affairs

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE

Attached are copies of letters sent to the President by
various Members of Congress. Since these letters address
national security issues, we would appreciate your assistance in
drafting the responses.

Thank you very much for your assistance. If you have any
questions, please call Courtney Crouch at x67500.

The following is a brief description of the letters:

1) Sen. Patty Murray (D-WA), concerning the protection of
women’s health around the world and the overdue U.S.
dues to the United Nations;

2) Rep. Silvestre Reyes (D-TX), concerning the President’s
December 9 meeting with Mexican President Ernesto
Zedillo and Mexico’s proposal to collect deposits on
U.S.-registered vehicles traveling into Mexico; and,

3) Rep. Jose E. Serrano (D-NY), concerning the case of
Elian Gonzalez, the Cuban child recently rescued off
the coast of Florida.

Enclosures

DEC 14 12:15
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Thank youN\for your letters regarding the case
of Elian Gowzalez. I share your concern for
the well-bei of this six-year-old boy.

As you know, the\Immigration and Naturalization
Service announced\its decision in this case on
January 5. It dec]ded that Elian Gonzalez's
father, Juan Gonzale has the sole legal
authority to speak fox his son in immigration
matters, and that the by should be reunited
with his father. INS and the Department of
Justice are working hard carry out the INS
decision, which is currently being challenged
in federal court.

!

Throughout this process, I have try¥ed to ensure
that this decision would be mad ccording to
the governing law and procedures, not politics.
No interagency task force was established to
determine the procedures governing ‘this case.
The Immigration and Naturalization rvice, in
consultation with the Attorney Genera\l, had
sole responsibility for deciding the procedures
to follow as well as the result.

Again, thank you for sharing with me yo$£
concerns about this compelling case.

Sincerely,
The Honorable Jose Serrano \\
House of Representatives \
Washington, D.C. 20515



Dear Jose:

Thank you for your letter regarding the case of Elia;/ébnzalez.
d

I share your concern for the fate of this six-year-o child.
As I have said publicly, the matter should be decigéd through
the appropriate legal process, not through politifs. I intend
to do everything I can to ensure such an approa

I would like to clarify that there is not an/interagency task
force determining the procedures governing this case. The
Immigration and Naturalization Service (IXNS) has sole
responsibility for deciding the procedures to follow as well as
the result. Those decisions will not Anvolve me, the White
House or any other agency.

I would also like to point out t
Elian over to his relatives in
to any knowledge of or claim
almost always the case that

U.S. shores are turned ove

t the decision by INS to turn
he United States was made prior
his father. Moreover, it is
naccompanied minors who arrive on
to family members who are here.

As you probably know, thg¢ INS has now conducted an interview
with the father and obtained documentation from him. It is
reviewing that informafion and intends to reach a decision as
quickly as possible. / We hope that resolution to the case will
occur in the near fyture.

Again, thank you for sharing with me your concerns about this
compelling case.

Sincerely,

The Honorabfé/Jose Serrano
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515



9045

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH THE EXECUTIVE CLERK

FROM: SAMUEL BERGER
CHARLES M. BRAIN
SUBJECT: onse to Letters from Rep. Serrano Concerning
Gonzalez Case
Purpose

To respond to two letters
concern over the handling o

rom Rep. Jose Serrano, expressing his
the Elian Gonzalez case.

Background

Rep. Serrano wrote in December to\express his concern over the
establishment of an interagency ta force to determine the
procedures INS should follow in the ®lian Gonzalez case. He
insists that normal procedures should\be followed and the
father’s wishes respected. He requestys that you act quickly to
facilitate the return of the child to hLi father and family in
Cuba. \\

Rep. Serrano wrote again in January to express his support for
the INS decision in this case. Noting the fntention of lawyers
for the child’s Miami relatives to challenge the INS decision in
court, he urges you to resist attempts to deléy or politicize
the process and to return the child to his fathér as soon as
possible. '

Your response indicates that the Immigration and Natpralization
Service and the Department of Justice are working hArd to carry
out the INS decision, which 1s currently being challenged in
federal court. The response also makes clear thaf you have
endeavored to ensure that the INS decision would/be made
according to the applicable law and procedures, /not politics.

cc: Vice President
Chief of Staff



RECOMMENDAT ION

That you sign the attached response.

Attachment \\\\t
Tab A Response Q\Letter from Rep. Serrano
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