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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 19, 1999 

Dear Representative Ros-Lehtinen: 

Thank you for your letter to the Vice President and me 
concerning the televised incident involving the Coast Guard and 
illegal Cuban migrants off the coast of Miami. I agree that the 
video portrayed an image of the Coast Guard that belies its 
reputation. 

As you know, our Coast Guard has an excellent record of 
protecting the lives and safety of all people at sea. In fact, 
Coast Guard personnel have rescued tens of thousands of Cuban 
migrants over the years, while effectively enforcing U.S. 
immigration laws and policies. To maintain that high standard, 
the Coast Guard routinely reviews the actions of its personnel 
to ensure compliance with current law and procedures. 
Immediately after learning of the incident, the Commandant of 
the Coast Guard, Admiral Jim Loy, directed a full investigation 
of the actions taken by Coast Guard officials. I understand he 
personally notified you of his decision and will provide you 
with a copy of the report when the investigation is complete. 

Again, thank you for writing regarding this important matter, 
and for your support of the Coast Guard's investigation. 

Sincerely, 

The Honorable Ileana Ros-Lehtinen 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

• 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 16, 1999 
ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: SAMUEL BERGER~ ·ft-­
LARRY STEIN 4.'r-5 

5017 

SUBJECT: Reply to a Letter from Congresswoman Ros-Lehtinen 

Purpose 

To respond to a letter from Congresswoman Ros-Lehtinen. 

Background 

On June 29, the Coast Guard interdicted six Cuban migrants a few 
hundred yards off Miami Beach in accordance with long-standing 
policy to prevent such individuals from reaching dry ground. 
They had apparently been brought into U.S. waters by alien 
smugglers. Live press coverage showed Coast Guard law 
enforcement officers using a fire hose and pepper spray to 
restrain them. Two made it to the beach, and the other four 
were brought to shore later in conjunction with an investigation 
into the incident. Congresswoman Ros-Lehtinen's letters to you 
and the Vice President ask that the Coast Guard investigate the 
actions of the officials involved for possible violations of 
human rights and existing procedures. 

The Commandant of the Coast Guard, Admiral Loy, immediately 
convened an investigation after learning of the incident. And, 
he personally notified Congresswoman Ros-Lehtinen of his 
decision and promised her a copy of the investigation results. 
Your reply reaffirms our commitment to a full investigation of 
the incident. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the letter at Tab A. 

Attachments 
Tab A Reply to Congresswoman Ros-Lehtinen 
Tab B Letter from Congresswoman Ros-Lehtinen 

cc: Vice President 
Chief of Staff 
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ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN 
1~Tl-I DISTRICT, FLORIDA 

June 29, 1999 

The Honorable William J. Clinton 
President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear President Clinton: 

c 

FA.X 12021225-5620 

DISTRICT OFFICE: 

9210 SUNSET DR1vE 

SUITE 100 

MIAMI, Fl 33173 

13051 275-1800 

FAX 1305) 275-1801 

I am writing on a matter of grave concern and to enlist your cooperation for an 
immediate investigation of the events which unfolded off the coast of Florida, today, June 29th 
between Cuban rafters seeking asylum and U.S. Coast Guard officials. 

According to the video footage by news sources in Miami, six Cuban refugees reached 
U.S. territorial waters in the early afternoon and were subsequently approached by U.S. Coast 
Guard boats who opened water cannons on the rafters, causing some of them to fall overboard. 
As the rafters started to swim to safety, the smaller Coast Guard vessels pursued them and 
pushed them against the sand. It is reported that only after the Coast Guard had completed its 
attack on these defenseless freedom seekers, did they proceed to take them into custody. 

These actions merit an immediate and comprehensive investigation. If confirmed, I ask 
that action be taken regarding these Coast Guard officials who gave the orders which violated the 
basic human rights of these Cuban refugees and appears to have violated U.S._guidelines on how 
to deal with such situations. 

Your personal attention to this matter is greatly appreciated to ensure due diligence in the 
investigation and resolution of this case. 



ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

THROUGH: 

FROM: 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20504 

July 7, 1999 

SAMUEL BERGEE(9 (L. 

ROBERT BELL~~ 
BRIAN PET~N~ 

5017 

SUBJECT: Reply to a Letter from Congresswoman Ros-Lehtinen 

The memo at Tab I recommends the POTUS sign the reply letter to 
Congresswoman Ros-Lehtinen at Tab A. The Vice President 
received an identical letter from the Congresswoman and his 
office has asked that the POTUS answer for him as well. 

~\'- i\<11.~ ~p.. W. ~cJk ~i I~ 1-(ll.~ Ll/lL 
Concurrence by: Fulton Armstrong, Scott Busby, Miles Lackey, 

Fred Rosa, Michael Orfini 
t"- ~oft fq_ w.. i\i<' ~~ ~ 0 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the memo at Tab I. 

Attachment 
Tab I Memo to POTUS 

Tab A POTUS letter to Congresswoman Ros-Lehtinen 
Tab B Incoming letter from Congresswoman Ros-Lehtinen 
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The Honorable Albert Gore 
Vice President of the United States 
The \Vhite House 
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Dear Vice President Gore: 

1QT~ DISTRICT, FLORIDA 

June 29, 1999 
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0 z 160 l=iAveVFIN BUILDING 

WASHINGTON. DC 20515-0918 
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13051 27S-1BOO 
Fu: 13051 275-1801 

I am writing on a matter of grave concern and to enlist your cooperation for an 
imrnediate investigation of the events which unfolded off the coast of Florida, today, June 29th 
between Cuban rafters seeking asylum and U.S. Coast Guard officials. 

According to the video footage by news sources in Miami, six Cuban refugees reached 
U.S. territorial waters in the early aftemoon and were subsequently approached by U.S. Coast 
Guard boats who opened water cannons on the rafters, causing some of them to fall overboard. 
As the rafters started to swim to safety, the smaller Coast Guard vessels pursued them and 
pushed them against the sand. It is reported that only after the Coast Guard had completed its 
attack on these defenseless freedom seekers, did lb.ey proceed to take them into custody. 

These actions merit an immediate and comprehensive investigation. If confirmed, I ask 
that action be taken regarding these Coast Guard officials who g_ave the orders which violated the 
basic human rights of these Cuban refugees and appears to have violated U.S. guidelines on how 
to deal with such situations. 

Your personal attention to this matter is greatly appreciated to ensW"e due diligence in the 
investigation and resolution of this case. 

Member of Congress 
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( 
THE WHITE HOUSE ---WASHINGTON 

Dear Representative Ros-Lehtinen: 

Thank you for your letter to the Vice President and me 
concerning the televised incident involving the Coast Guard and 
illegal Cuban migrants off the coast of Miami. I agree that the 
video portrayed an image of the Coast Guard that belies its 
reputation. 

As you know, our Coast Guard has an excellent record of 
protecting the lives and safety of all people at sea. In fact, 
Coast Guard personnel have rescued tens of thousands of Cuban 
migrants over the years, while effectively enforcing U.S. 
immigration laws and policies. To maintain that high standard, 
the Coast Guard routinely reviews the actions of its personnel 
to ensure compliance with current law and procedures. 
Immediately after learning of the incident, the Commandant of 
the Coast Guard, Admiral Jim Loy, directed a full investigation 
of the actions taken by Coast Guard officials. I understand he 
personally notified you of his decision and will provide you a 
copy of the report when the investigation is complete. 

Again, thank you for writing regarding this important matter, 
and your support of the Coast Guard's investigation. 

Sincerely, 

Tne nu11uLa.u.Lc:: ........ ,__~··- Ros-Lehtinen 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 



Dear Representative Ros-Lehtinen: 

.Th.? n ~ ____ y_o ~ ___ J_<?._~ ____ .Y.9_\:!!: ____ ~_~_t_t._~~--!-~-The Vice Pres i dent and me 
cone e rn i ng T ··thank-----you·····for-····-you-r-····1·etter-s-····aski-ng······for-----an·····i-rnmedi-ate 
i-nv-es-ti·g·a·ti-o-n-----i-nt·o····the- ··a-eti·ons···--·o·f-····the televised incident 
involving the Coast Guard and o-f·f-i-e-i--a-l-s-···-whi-1-e-·····i-n-terdi-et-i-ng-----s-i--x 
i-l·l·e-g·a·l-----~--~--~-§:9.'3.: .. ~-----Cuban migrants off the coast of M-iamil:'.1~.'3.:.1:11:.~ ....... ~ 
i:l . .9.:r:.e..e. ...... t .. b..9.:.t ....... t.h.e. ...... Y.~ .. c:!.e..<::J ..... .P.9..:t: .. t..E..i:l .. ¥..e. .. 9. ...... 9.:~ ...... ~.~-i:l . .9.e. ...... .?...f ...... t..b..e. ..... C:::.<::J .. 9.:.~ .. t. ....... G..1:1..9..F.c:! ..... t .. b..i:l.t. 
!?..~--~--~-§'..!? ...... ~.~-~ ..... E.§:.P..1::1.~.'3.:.~.~-?-~ ... '.. ·····-o·n-----J·une-·····2-g . 

~?. ..... .Y..<?.1:1 ...... ~-~.<?.\t:l .. ~ ....... .<?..1:1.~~ Coast Guard has an excellent record of 
protecting the lives and safety of all peoplepers-ons--·at seaa-t 
sea..:. ---In fact, Coast Guard ·····personnel have-and····has rescued tens 
of thousands of Cuban migrants over the years.!...·-----·-·····whilewhi-1-e 
effectively enforcing U.S. immigration laws and policies. To 
maintain that high standard, the Coast Guard routinely reviews 
the actions of its P.e. .. :r:.~ . .?..~.r:i:.e..~_e-f-f-i-eer-s to ensure compliance with 
current law and-_____ P..:t::.<?..S'..~.g.1::1.F..~-~doctrine. As you have suggested, 
~~~-?.:-~~tely after learning of t_~e ___ l.£!-_~isJ.ent, T-t-he Commandant of 
the Coast Guard, Admiral Jim Loy,-h-a-& directed a full 
investigation of the actions taken Coast Guard officials. ··into 
the·····June·····-2--9-····i-ne-i-den-t. _!T understand he personally notified you 
of his decision and will provide you ·ha·s--·-··0-f--f-ered·---you a copy 

·f-u-1-1-C?.f ...... t..h.~----·· report ..... ~h.e..~ ...... t .. b..e. ....... ~.~Y.e..~ .. t .. ~ . .9.9.:.t.~ . .?..~ ...... ~--~---····C:: . .?..~P.~ .. e..~. e..: ............ ·····on-----tfie 
re-s-ul·t·s·-···-O··f······tha·t····--i-nv-es-t-i·g·a-t-ion----whe-n·····i-t------i·s·····-e-empl-et-ed . 

Again, thank you for ~E.~.!:-~-~_g _____ sharing with me your views on this 
incident . -~ e g_~ rd ~-~j.~l_!!_tpo r ~.?.!1 t _ma t.._t..§_~L-.. 9--~.9. ..... .Y_Sl __ 1:1.E.. .. ~l:!.f2P .. ?.E~ .. ---?.J. 
the Coast Guard's investigation. 

Sincerely, 

The Honorable Ileana Ros-Lehtinen 



House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
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.1VJ~ 
THE WHITE HOUSE G / -· 
WASHINGTO~ 

\ De~pres..§_Q_~~ive Ros-Leh · en: 

\),A The Vice Preside~~~-;rr:nk yo1~ for your letters /asking for 
an i e iate investigation into the actions of Coast Guard 
officials while interdicting six illegal Cuban migrants off the 
coast of Miami on June 2 9. '/~ £.,,.,,,L ~~ _ _ _ _ _ y 

~,..,4W ~~...... ~°'"r.~~ / rJ- I 1~' 
,~Coast Guard has an excellent i:-ecorrl of protecting the lives 

~ - ./V" and safety of persons at sea.-- ai"itl' Im~ rescued tens of 
thousands of Cuban migrants over the years/,-.A while effectively 
enforcing U.S. immigration laws and policies. To maintain that 
high standard, the Coast Guard routinely reviews the actions of 
its officers to ensure compliance with current law and doctrine. 
As you have suggested, the Commandant of the Coast Guard, 
Admiral Jim Loy, has directed a f~ll investigation into the June 
29 incident. I understand he has offered you a full report on 
the results of that investigation when it is completed. 

Again, thank you for sharing with me your views on this 
incident. 

Sincerely, 

The Honorable Ileana Ros-Lehtinen 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

) 



Dear Representative Ros-Lehtinen: 

Thank you for your letter to the Vice President and me 
concerning the televised incident involving the Coast Guard and 
illegal Cuban migrants off the coast of Miami. I agree that the 
video portrayed an image of the Coast Guard that belies its 
reputation. 

As you know, our Coast Guard has an excellent record of 
protecting the lives and safety of all peopleat sea. In fact, 
Coast Guard personnel have rescued tens of thousands of Cuban 
migrants over the years, while effectively enforcing U.S. 
irrunigration laws and policies. To maintain that high standard, 
the Coast Guard routinely reviews the actions of its personnel 
to ensure compliance with current law and procedures. 
Irrunediately after learning of the incident, the Corrunandant of 
the Coast Guard, Admiral Jim Loy, directed a full investigation 
of the actions taken Coast Guard officials. I understand he 
personally notified you of his decision and will provide you a 
copy of the report when the investigation is complete. 

Again, thank you for writing regarding this important matter, 
and your support of the Coast Guard's investigation. 

Sincerely, 

The Honorable Ileana Ros-Lehtinen 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 



Joshi, M. Kay (EXSEC) 

From: Peterman, David (Brian) (DEFENSE) 
Monday, July 12, 1999 2:07 PM Sent: 

To: 

Cc: 

Joshi, M. Kay (EXSEC); Armstrong, Fulton T. (INTERAM); Busby, Scott W. (MUL Tl); 
Lackey, Miles M. (LEGIS) 
@EXECSEC - Executive Secretary 

Subject: RE: Quick Review of Edits to Pkg 5017 [UNCLASSIFIED] 

Yes--- we clear. 

-----Original Message--
From: Joshi, M. Kay (EXSEC) 
Sent: Monday, July 12, 1999 2:06 PM 
To: Peterman, David (Brian) (DEFENSE); Armstrong, Fulton T. (INTERAM); Busby, Scott W. (MUL Tl); Lackey, Miles M. (LEGIS) 
Cc: @EXECSEC - Executive Secretary 
Subject: RE: Quick Review of Edits to Pkg 5017 [UNCLASSIFIED] 

Any final clearance on this? 

----Original Message----
From: Peterman, David (Brian) (DEFENSE) 
Sent: Monday, July 12, 1999 9:04 AM 
To: Armstrong, Fulton T. (INTERAM); Busby, Scott W. (MUL Tl); Lackey, Miles M. (LEGIS) 
Cc: @EXECSEC - Executive Secretary 
Subject: FW: Quick Review of Edits to Pkg 5017 [UNCLASSIFIED] 

Fulton, Scott, Miles- Since you cleared on the original of this, would you please review this significant edit by 
ExecSec. I don't really see any substantive changes ... just "happy" to "glad". Thanks. 

Brian 

--Original Message-
From: Joshi, M. Kay (EXSEC) 
Sent: Friday, July 09, 1999 7:42 PM 
To: @DEFENSE - Defense Policy; @LEGISLAT - Legislative Affairs 
Cc: @EXECSEC - Executive Secretary 
Subject: Quick Review of Edits to Pkg 5017 [UNCLASSIFIED] 

Attached are edits made to the subject package. Please let me know as soon as possible if they are okay. 
Thanks. 

« File: 5017 Memo POTUS2.doc » « File: 5017 POTUS ltr4.doc » 



ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: SAMUEL BERGER 
LARRY STEIN 

5017 

SUBJECT: Reply to a Letter from Congresswoman Ros-Lehtinen 

Purpose 

To respond to a letter from Congresswoman Ros-Lehtinen. 

Background 

On June 29, the Coast Guard interdicted six Cuban migrants a few 
hundred yards off Miami Beach in accordance with long=standing 
policy to prevent such individuals from reaching dry ground. 
They had apparently been brought into U.S. waters by alien 
smugglers. Live press coverage showed Coast Guard law 
enforcement officers using a fire hose and pepper spray to 
restrain them. Two made it to the beach, and the other four 
were brought to shore later in conjunction with an investigation 
into the incident. Congresswoman Ros-Lehtinen's letters to you 
and the Vice President ask that the Coast Guard investigate the 
actions of the officialsGoa·s-t-····Gua-rd·····o·f·.f·i·eers- involved for 
possible Y.~ . .<? .. ~ .. <3.:.~ .. ~ . .<? .. ~.~- ..... .<? .. ~ ...... human rights and -~--~--~--~--~--~.:r:i:.9. 
P.E.?..~.~.?.~.~-~-~e·n·f-o·reement······g-ui-del·i·nes······v·i-o·l·a·t·i-o-ns·. 

Th.~ ...... C:::.S?..~9.:.~.sl.9.:.~.:t:. ..... .9. .. ~ ...... :t:.h.~---···C:::.?..9.:.~:t:. ...... G..~.9.:E.si.t. ..... Admi r a 1 Lo YL fta-s ~.r:ri!fl.~.sl .. ~ ?.::t:..~ .. ~.Y 
convened an investigation aft~r learning ?f the in~~_dent .-:?ffid~_ 
he-and personally notified Congresswoman Ros-Lehtinen of his 
de c is i ont·old····-Gong-res-swoman-···Ros·-·Lehti-nen·····o.f·····hi-s·····pl·a-ns--.-··········Heand 
promised her a copy of the investigation results. Your reply 
reaffirms our commitment to a full investigation of the 
incident. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the letter at Tab A. 

cc: Vice President 
Chief of Staff 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: SAMUEL BERGER 
LARRY STEIN 

5017 

SUBJECT: Reply to a Letter from Congresswoman Ros-Lehtinen 

Purpose 

To respond to a letter from Congresswoman Ros-Lehtinen. 

Background 

On June 29, the Coast Guard interdicted six Cuban m~· ants a few 
hundred yards off Miami Beach in accordance with lo 5 anding 
policy to prevent such indi victuals from reaching dry !'- round. 
They had apparently been brought into U.S. waters by alien 
smugglers. Live press coverage s~owed Coast Guard law 
enforcement officers using a fire hose and pepper spray to 
restrain them. Two made it to the beach, and the other four 
were brought to shore later in conjunction with an investigation 
into the incident. Con swoman Ros-Lehtinen's letters to you 

ask hat the Coast Guard investigate the 
actions of the involved forlpossibl~ human 
righ:s/ ~/ ~ferce!fleftt · · · · . ~.~:./r-:- .f: 
~~,~ ~ rr---u 

Admiral Loy .b.e.& convened an investigation and personally told 
Congresswoman Ros-Lehtinen oMis plans. He promised her a copy 
of the investigation results. our reply reaffirms our 
commitment to a full investig ticn of the incident. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the letter at Tab A. 

At tachrri(ri-ts ) 
Tab A ~y to Congresswoman Ro3-Lehtinen 
Tab B Letter from Congresswoman Ros-Lehtinen 

cc: Vice President 
Chief of Staff 



Joshi, M. Kay (EXSEC) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Cc: 

Busby, Scott W. (MULTI) 
Monday, July 12, 1999 10:14 AM 
Peterman, David (Brian) (DEFENSE); Armstrong, Fulton T. (INTERAM); Lackey, Miles M. 
(LEGIS) 
@EXECSEC - Executive Secretary 

Subject: RE: Quick Review of Edits to Pkg 5017 [UNCLASSIFIED] 

OK by me. 

-----Original Message----
From: Peterman, David (Brian) (DEFENSE) 
Sent: Monday, July 12, 1999 9:04 AM 
To: Armstrong, Fulton T. (INTERAM); Busby, Scott W. (MUL Tl); Lackey, Miles M. (LEGIS) 
Cc: @EXECSEC - Executive Secretary 
Subject: t:"W: Quick Review of Edits to Pkg 5017 [UNCLASSIFIED] 

Fulton, Scott, Miles- Since you cleared on the original of this, would you please review this significant edit by 
ExecSec. I don't really see any substantive changes ... just "happy" to "glad". Thanks. 

Brian 

----Original Message--
From: Joshi, M. Kay (EXSEC) 
Sent: Friday, July 09, 1999 7:42 PM 
To: @DEFENSE - Defense Policy; @LEGISLAT- Legislative Affairs 
Cc: @EXECSEC - Executive Secretary 
Subject: Quick Review of Edits to Pkg 5017 (UNCLASSIFIED] 

Attached are edits made to the subject package. Please let me know as soon as possible if they are okay. Thanks. 

« File: 5017 Memo POTUS2.doc » « File: 5017 POTUS ltr4.doc » 



THE WHITE HOUSE 
·.......___.-· 

WASHINGTON 

Dear Representative Ros-Lehtinen: 

Thank you for your letter to the Vice President and me 
concerning the televised incident involving the Coast Guard and 
illegal Cuban migrants off the coast of Miami. I agree that the 
video portrayed an image of the Coast Guard that belies its 
reputation. 

As you know, our Coast Guard has an excellent record of 
protecting the lives and safety of all people at sea. In fact, 
Coast Guard personnel have rescued tens of thousands of Cuban 
migrants over the years, while effectively enforcing U.S. 
immigration laws and policies. To maintain that high standard, 
the Coast Guard routinely reviews the actions of its personnel 
to ensure compliance with current law and procedures. 
Immediately after learning of the incident, the Commandant of 
the Coast Guard, Admiral Jim Loy, directed a full investigation 
of the actions taken by Coast Guard officials. I understand he 
personally notified you of his decision and will provide you a 
copy of the report when the investigation is complete. 

Again, thank you for writing regarding this important matter, 
and your support of the Coast Guard's investigation. 

E3incerely, 

The Honorable Ileana Ros-Lehtinen 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 



sorl 

Dear Representative Ros-Lehtinen: 

~h.'3.:!1: .. ~ ..... .Y.c:l.~.-_f o _E ._¥_°-~F .. _} .. ~ .. t.-~-~ .. ~ .... -!. .. ?. ..... The Vice President and me 
concerning .r ..... -th-ank .... you ... · for .. you-r .... ·1·e-t-te-rs--.. ·-a-ski-ng .... ·fo-r -an .. -irnmed-i--a-te 
inve5-ti·g-a·ti·on .... ·into .... ·-th-e .... ·a-c-ti·on5 ...... o.f ...... the televised incident 
.in vg l vi n g __ !:_b. e ___ Coast Guard .~_!:!:9. ____ o·f·f-i-c-i--a1-s-----wh-i--1e ...... i-n-te-rd-i-eti-ng------s-i-x 
i·l·l·e·g·a·l----·~.~--~.~_g-~--~--- __ Cuban migrants off the coast of Miami:M .. ~.~.r:rt:~ ....... ~ 
_9.:.9.:E.~--~ ....... t..b:_?.:_:t. ....... t..b:.~_ .... .Y..~ .. <J.:-~ .. ?. ..... P.?..E.t. .. r..?.:Y e .. d ..... an __ im_?.:.9..~ ..... ..?. .. ~ ....... ~. 11. ~ ...... ~.?. .. 9. __ s t _ .. G1::1..'3.:E.?. .... t..b:.?.:.t.. 
I:?.~.~.~.~.?. .... --~-:':..:?. ..... F. ~.P.1:1..:t=..~_:t=._~g_!.:1 .. ~ ...... o-n-.. -.. Ju-n-e .... 29 . 

1\:5 .... Y<?U _ k_no_i.:v , __ .... ~_1:1._:t=.-±--he Coast Guard has an excel lent record of 
protecting the lives and safety of all peopleper-s-o-n-5 ...... at seaa-t 
-se-a ~ ---In fact, Coast _Guar~ __ ... Eer.~onnel _ haveand-.... h-a-s rescued tens 
of thousands of Cuban migrants over the years!...·------------whilewh-i·l·e 
effectively enforcing U.S. immigration laws and policies. To 
maintain that high standard, the Coast Guard routinely reviews 
the actions of its P.~ .. :L...?. .. ?..!1:!1:.~--~-o-f .. f·i-ee·r-s- to ensure compliance with 
current law an d-.... .P.E.9..C:::.~.9.-.1:1..:r:: ~.?.de-e-t-r-:i-n-e . A-s-yB-tt-fta-v-e-~-s-t~d,­

.r~.~-?.-~ .. 9. .. t. .. ~}.Y ...... '3.:.~.t. .. ~ .. :L.. ...... ~ .. ~ .. 9._E!1:.~--~.9. ...... ?. .. ~ ...... t..b:.~ ....... ~ .. ~-S: .. ~ .. 9.-~_E!:.t..L_ T-t he c omman dan t o f 
the Coast Guard, Admiral Jim Loy, --h-a-s directed a full 
investigation of the actions taken Coast Guard officials .... i-n-to 
-the-.... June .... 2.9 ...... i-ne-i-den-t. ~-T understand he_ personally not if i~_9. ___ )'._'.2_~ 
of his decision and will provide you ---ha-5 .... --0 .. f .. f.er-ed----you a copy 
·fu-1-1-·-.c: .. :f.: ...... t.b:.~ ...... rep o rt ..... ~b:.~.i::!: ...... t.b:.~------·~.i::!:Y..~.?. .. t. ~ . .9..9. .. t .. ~ .. ?..!1: ...... ~ .. ?._. ___ <??..~P-~ .. ~--t .. ~ ... '. ................ ·on--.. ·-the 
results .. ·-o-f·· .. t-ha-t .. -... inve-stig·ati·on---·wh-en-.. --it---.. i-5-.... eompleted. 

Again, th an k you for "."E.t..t..t..!:1.9. .... _sh-a-r-illit-.. w-i-th-·-·me----yeu-r- .. -v-i-ew-s-en-----t-fi-­

incident . E.~ .. 9.9.:E.<J.:.~--~.9. ...... t. .. 1:!:.~ .. ? ....... ~.~P.?. .. ~ .. t. .. ?.:.~.t ...... ~.?.:.tt .. ~ .. FL ...... ?.:!1:9. .... .Y?.1::1.E ..... ?.1::1.PP .. ?. .. ~ .. t ....... ?. .. ~-
t he Co a s t Gu a rd ' s ---~E.Y.:.~-~-!:-~9.?.:_t:.~ o 1'1:.~-

Sincerely, 

The Honorable Ileana Ros-Lehtinen 



House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
·~ .. 

WASHINGTON -----

\ Dear Representative Ros-Leh · en: 

~ T~~e Pr::-~de~~nk yotl for your letters/asking for 
an imme iate investigation into the actions of Coast Guard 
officials while interdicting six illegal Cuban migrants off the 
coast of Miami on June 29. 0~ £u.A.. ~~ _ _ _ . _.fJ 

~tv'JW ~~'/"- ~o-r~~ / c- ,~, 
1~ Coast Guard has an excellent .i:-ecorrl of protecting the lives ,:;:. _ ./v 
and safety of persons at sea. -- a-i7a' lras rescued tens of 
thousands of Cuban migrants over the years/~ while effectively 
enforcing U.S. immigration laws and policies. To maintain that 
high standard, the Coast Guard routinely reviews the actions of 
its officers to ensure compliance with current law and doctrine. 
As you have suggested, the Commandant of the Coast Guard, 
Admiral Jim Loy, has directed a f~ll investigation into the June 
29 incident. I understand he has offered you a full report on 
the results of that investigation when it is completed. 

Again, thank you for sharing with me your views on this 
incident. 

Sincerely, 

The Honorable Ileana Ros-Lehtiner: 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

) 



Dear Representative Ros-Lehtinen: 

Thank you for your letter to the Vice President and me 
concerning the televised incident involving the Coast Guard and 
illegal Cuban migrants off the coast of Miami. I agree that the 
video portrayed an image of the Coast Guard that belies its 
reputation. 

As you know, our Coast Guard has an excellent record of 
protecting the lives and safety of all peopleat sea. In fact, 
Coast Guard personnel have rescued tens of thousands of Cuban 
migrants over the years, while effectively enforcing U.S. 
immigration laws and policies. To maintain that high standard, 
the Coast Guard routinely reviews the actions of its personnel 
to ensure compliance with current law and procedures. 
Immediately after learning of the incident, the Commandant of 
the Coast Guard, Admiral Jim Loy, directed a full investigation 
of the actions taken Coast Guard officials. I understand he 
personally notified you of his decision and will provide you a 
copy of the report when the investigation is complete. 

Again, thank you for writing regarding this important matter, 
and your support of the Coast Guard's investigation. 

Sincerely, 

The Honorable Ileana Ros-Lehtinen 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 



Joshi, M. Kay (EXSEC) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Cc: 

Peterman, David (Brian) (DEFENSE) 
Monday, July 12, 1999 2:07 PM 
Joshi, M. Kay (EXSEC); Armstrong, Fulton T. (INTERAM); Busby, Scott W. (MUL Tl); 
Lackey, Miles M. (LEGIS) 
@EXECSEC - Executive Secretary 

Subject: RE: Quick Review of Edits to Pkg 5017 [UNCLASSIFIED] 

Yes--- we clear. 

-----Original Message-----
From: Joshi, M. Kay (EXSEC) 
Sent: Monday, July 12, 1999 2:06 PM 
To: Peterman, David (Brian) (DEFENSE); Armstrong, Fulton T. (INTERAM); Busby, Scott W. (MULTI); Lackey, Miles M. (LEGIS) 
Cc: @EXECSEC - Executive Secretary 
Subject: RE: Quick Review of Edits to Pkg 5017 [UNCLASSIFIED) 

Any final clearance on this? 

-----Original Message-----
From: Peterman, David (Brian) (DEFENSE) 
Sent: Monday, July 12, 1999 9:04 AM 
To: Armstrong, Fulton T. (INTERAM); Busby, Scott W. (MUL Tl); Lackey, Miles M. (LEGIS) 
Cc: @EXECSEC - Executive Secretary 
Subject: FW: Quick Review of Edits to Pkg 5017 [UNCLASSIFIED] 

Fulton, Scott, Miles- Since you cleared on the original of this, would you please review this significant edit by 
ExecSec. I don't really see any substantive changes ... just "happy" to "glad". Thanks. 

Brian 

-----Original Message-----
From: Joshi, M. Kay (EXSEC) 
Sent: Friday, July 09, 1999 7:42 PM 
To: @DEFENSE - Defense Policy; @LEGISLAT- Legislative Affairs 
Cc: @EXECSEC - Executive Secretary 
Subject: Quick Review of Edits to Pkg 5017 [UNCLASSIFIED] 

Attached are edits made to the subject package. Please let me know as soon as possible if they are okay. 
Thanks. 

« File: 5017 Memo POTUS2.doc » « File: 5017 POTUS ltr4.doc » 



ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: SAMUEL BERGER 
LARRY STEIN 

5017 

SUBJECT: Reply to a Letter from Congresswoman Ros-Lehtinen 

Purpose 

To respond to a letter from Congresswoman Ros-Lehtinen. 

Background 

On June 29, the Coast Guard interdicted six Cuban migrants a few 
hundred yards off Miami Beach in accordance with long=standing 
policy to prevent such individuals from reaching dry ground. 
They had apparently been brought into U.S. waters by alien 
smugglers. Live press coverage showed Coast Guard law 
enforcement officers using a fire hose and pepper spray to 
restrain them. Two made it to the beach, and the other four 
were brought to shore later in conjunction with an investigation 
into the incident. Congresswoman Ros-Lehtinen's letters to you 
and the Vice President ask that the Coast Guard investigate the 
actions of the off icialsCo-a·st····-Gua-rd···o·f··f·i·eers involved for 
possible .Y..t. .. <? .. ~ .. ?.:.t. .. t. .. <?.:r.1:~ ... .?...L .. human rights and .§~.t. .. ~ .. t.J.t:i:.9 
PF.9..S'..~.9.-.~.;:-~-~ e·n·f.o-r·eeme·nt-·····g-ui-de·l·i·ne·s·····Vi·o·l·a·t·i·ons . 

Th.~ ...... <::'..<?.i.:ri!fl.?.:.~.<::l.?.:.~.:t:: ..... .<?. .. ~ .... :t::.h.~ ...... <:::.<?..9.:.~.:t:: ...... G.\l.?.:F.<::l.t. .... Admi r a 1 Lo Yt. ·has t.~~.<::l.t..?.:.:t::.~~-y 
convened an invest i g at i o n ..... ?.:.~ .. ! .. §'..E ...... ~ .. §'. .. '3.:E:r.1:.t.!.l:.9 ..... S?...~ ....... t..~.§'. ....... t. .. r:i:.S::.t. .. c:l:.§'. .. t:J:.t. ... '. .. -~-c:l:.r... 
h~and personally notifie~ Congres~_~9man Ros-Le~tinen __ g_~_ his 
de c is i onto-ld····-Congres-swoman····-Ros--·Lehtinen···o·f·····hi-s- ·pl·a-n-s-.···········Heand 
promised her a copy of the investigation results. Your reply 
reaffirms our commitment to a full investigation of the 
incident. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the letter at Tab A. 

cc: Vice President 
Chief of Staff 
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I~ 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: SAMUEL BERGER 
LARRY STEIN 

5017 

SUBJECT: Reply to a Letter from Congresswoman Ros-Lehtinen 

Purpose 

To respond to a letter from Congresswoman Ros-Lehtinen. 

Background 

On June 29, the Coast Guard interdicted six Cuban m1i' ants a few 
hundred yards off Miami Beach in accordance with lo s anding 
policy to prevent such indi victuals from reaching dry !' round. 
They had apparently been brought into U.S. waters by alien 
smugglers. Live press coverage s~owed Coast Guard law 
enforcement officers using a fire hose and pepper spray to 
restrain them. Two made it to the beach, and the other four 
were brought to shore later in conjunction with an investigation 
into the incident. Con swoman Ros-Lehtinen's letters to you 

ask hat the Coast Guard investigate the 
actions of the ~ involved forlpossibl~ human 
righ1:_s/ ~~ ~ferceffient · · · . -.~:~.r-:-- .I( 
~~-~ ~ rr---u 

Admiral Loy ~ convened an investigation and personally told 
Congresswoman Ros-Lehtinen oMis plans. He promised her a copy 
of the investigation results. our reply reaffirms our 
commitment to a full investig ticn of the incident. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the letter at Tab A. 

AttachI¥'nt5 ) 
Tab A 'Repry to Congresswoman Ro3-Lehtinen 
Tab B Letter from Congresswoman Ros-Lehtinen 

cc: Vice President 
Chief of Staff 



Joshi, M. Kay (EXSEC) 

From: Busby, Scott W. (MUL Tl) 
Monday, July 12, 1999 10:14 AM Sent: 

To: 

Cc: 

Peterman, David (Brian) (DEFENSE); Armstrong, Fulton T. (INTERAM); Lackey, Miles M. 
(LEGIS) 
@EXECSEC - Executive Secretary 

Subject: RE: Quick Review of Edits to Pkg 5017 [UNCLASSIFIED] 

OK by me. 

-----Original Message-----
From: Peterman, David (Brian) (DEFENSE) 
Sent: Monday, July 12, 1999 9:04 AM 
To: Armstrong, Fulton T. (INTERAM); Busby, Scott W. (MUL Tl); Lackey, Miles M. (LEGIS) 
Cc: @EXECSEC - Executive Secretary 
Subject: FW: Quick Review of Edits to Pkg 5017 [UNCLASSIFIED] 

Fulton, Scott, Miles- Since you cleared on the original of this, would you please review this significant edit by 
ExecSec. I don't really see any substantive changes ... just "happy" to "glad". Thanks. 

Brian 

-----Original Message-----
From: Joshi, M. Kay (EXSEC) 
Sent: Friday, July 09, 1999 7:42 PM 
To: @DEFENSE - Defense Policy; @LEGISLAT - Legislative Affairs 
Cc: @EXECSEC - Executive Secretary 
Subject: Quick Review of Edits to Pkg 5017 (UNCLASSIFIED) 

Attached are edits made to the subject package. Please let me know as soon as possible if they are okay. Thanks. 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL ID 9905017 

REFERRAL DATE: 20 JUL 99 

MEMORANDUM FOR: WH STRIPPING DESK 

DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION: TO: ROS-LEHTINEN, ILEANA 

SOURCE: PRESIDENT 

DATE: 19 JUL 99 

SUBJ: REPLY TO LTR FM REP ROS-LEHTINEN RE COAST GUARD INTERDICTED SIX 

CUBAN MIGRANTS 

REQUIRED ACTION: FOR DISPATCH 

DUEDATE: 21 JUL 99 

COMMENT: 

JOHN W. FICKLIN 

NSC RECORDS MANAGEMENT OFFICE 


