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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

July 19, 1999

Dear Representative Ros-Lehtinen:

Thank you for your letter to the Vice President and me
concerning the televised incident involving the Coast Guard and
illegal Cuban migrants off the cocast of Miami. I agree that the
video portrayed an image of the Coast Guard that belies its
reputation.

As you know, our Coast Guard has an excellent record of
protecting the lives and safety of all people at sea. In fact,
Coast Guard personnel have rescued tens of thousands of Cuban
migrants over the years, while effectively enforcing U.S.
immigration laws and policies. To maintain that high standard,
the Coast Guard routinely reviews the actions of its personnel
to ensure compliance with current law and procedures.
Immediately after learning of the incident, the Commandant of
the Coast Guard, Admiral Jim Loy, directed a full investigatiocon
of the actions taken by Coast Guard officials. I understand he
personally notified you of his decision and will provide you
with a copy of the report when the investigation is complete.

Again, thank you for writing regarding this important matter,
and for your support of the Coast Guard’s investigation.

Sincerely,
m&,uajﬂzt—/\

The Honorable Ileana Ros-Lehtinen
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON Aﬁ%%@l 7-/6 -949
July 16, 1999
ACTION —

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: SAMUEL BERGE re
LARRY STEIN ¢J15

SUBJECT: Reply to a Letter from Congresswoman Ros-Lehtinen

Purpose
To respond to a letter from Congresswoman Ros-Lehtinen.

Background

On June 29, the Coast Guard interdicted six Cuban migrants a few
hundred yards off Miami Beach in accordance with long-standing
policy to prevent such individuals from reaching dry ground.
They had apparently been brought into U.S. waters by alien
smugglers. Live press coverage showed Coast Guard law
enforcement officers using a fire hose and pepper spray to
restrain them. Two made it to the beach, and the other four
were brought to shore later in conjunction with an investigation
into the incident. Congresswoman Ros-Lehtinen’s letters to you
and the Vice President ask that the Coast Guard investigate the
actions of the officials involved for possible violations of
human rights and existing procedures.

The Commandant of the Coast Guard, Admiral Loy, immediately
convened an investigation after learning of the incident. And,
he personally notified Congresswoman Ros-Lehtinen of his
decision and promised her a copy of the investigation results.
Your reply reaffirms our commitment to a full investigation of
the incident.

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the letter at Tab A.

Attachments
Tab A Reply to Congresswoman Ros-Lehtinen
Tab B Letter from Congresswoman Ros-Lehtinen

cc: Vice President
Chief of Staff
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~OMMITTEES:

GOVERNMENT REFORM (202) 225-3931

Fax (202} 225-5620
CltaiR;
SUBCOMMITTEE ON .
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VICE CHAlR: Miami, EL 33173

SUBCOMMITTEE ON ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN (308) 275-1800
WESTERN HEMISPHERE 18TH DISTRICT, FLORIDA Fax (305) 275-1201

June 29, 1999

The Honorable William J. Clinton
President of the United States
The White House

Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear President Clinton:
I am writing on a matter of grave concern and to enlist your cooperation for an

immediate investigation of the events which unfolded off the coast of Florida, today, June 29%
between Cuban rafters seeking asylum and U.S. Coast Guard officials.

According to the video footage by news sources in Miami, six Cuban refugees reached
U.S. territorial waters in the early aftemoon and were subsequently approached by U.S. Coast
Guard boats who opened water cannons on the rafters, causing some of them to fall overboard.
As the rafters started to swim to safety, the smaller Coast Guard vessels pursued themn and
pushed them against the sand. It is reported that only after the Coast Guard had completed its
attack on these defenseless freedom seekers, did they proceed to take them into custody.

These actions ment an immediate and comprehensive investigation. If confirmed, I ask
that action be taken regarding these Coast Guard officials who gave the orders which violated the
basic human rights of these Cuban refugees and appears to have violated U.S_ guidelines on how
to deal with such situations.

Your personal attention to this matter is greatly appreciated to ensure due diligence in the
investigation and resolution of this case.

Member of Congress

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER



5017
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20504

July 7, 1999
ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR SAMUEL BE‘.RGEL@(L

THROUGH: ROBERT BELL ;>féfj
FROM: BRIAN PET MAN&’
SUBJECT: Reply to a Letter from Congresswoman Ros-Lehtinen

The memo at Tab I recommends the POTUS sign the reply letter to
Congresswoman Ros-Lehtinen at Tab A. The Vice President
received an identical letter from the Congresswoman and his
office has asked that the POTUS answer for him as well.

..,\\ A(lk FP\ \-M &ﬂ\ﬂ S% i"r\- c\ra,ﬂ ML
Concurrence by: Fulton Armstrong, Scott Busby, Miles Lackey,
Fred Rosa, Michael Orfini
i dreft Fl- w Ml mo

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the memo at Tab I.

Attachment
Tab I Memo to POTUS
Tab A POTUS letter to Congresswoman Ros-Lehtinen
Tab B Incoming letter from Congresswoman Ros-Lehtinen
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
GOVERNMENT REFORM

CHaiR: :
INTEANATIONAL ECONOMIC Conqress of the Anited States DISTRICT OFFICE:
POLICY #ND TRADE Bouse of Wepresentatives T
SUBCOMMITTEE ON ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN (308 2751800
WESTERN HEMISPHERE 18TH DISTRICT, FLORIDA Fax (305) 275-1801

June 29, 1999

The Honorable Albert Gore

Vice President of the United States
The White House

Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Vice President Gore:
I am writing on a matter of grave concern and to enlist your cooperation for an

immediate investigation of the events which unfolded off the coast of Florida, today, June 29*
between Cuban rafters seeking asylum and U.S. Coast Guard officials.

According to the video footage by news sources in Miami, six Cuban refugees reached
U.S. territorial waters in the early afternoon and were subsequently approached by U.S. Coast
Guard boats who opened water cannons on the rafters, causing some of them to fall overboard.
As the rafters started to swim to safety, the smaller Coast Guard vessels pursued them and
pushed them against the sand. It is reported that only after the Coast Guard had completed its
attack on these defenseless freedom seckers, did they proceed to take them into custody.

These actions ment an immediate and comprehensive investigation. If confirmed, I ask

that action be taken regarding these Coast Guard officials who _gave the-orders which violated the
basic human rights of these Cuban refugees and appears to have violated U.S. guidelines on how

to deal with such situations.

Your personal attention to this matter is greatly appreciated to ensure due diligence in the
investigation and resolution of this case.

Singérgly,

-Lehtinen
Member of Congress

PAINTCO ON NECYZLED PAPER
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Dear Representative Ros-Lehtinen:

Thank you for your letter to the Vice President and me
concerning the televised incident involving the Coast Guard and
illegal Cuban migrants off the coast of Miami. I agree that the
video portrayed an image of the Coast Guard that belies its
reputation.

As you know, our Coast Guard has an excellent record of
protecting the lives and safety of all people at sea. In fact,
Coast Guard personnel have rescued tens of thousands of Cuban
migrants over the years, while effectively enforcing U.S.
immigration laws and policies. To maintain that high standard,
the Coast Guard routinely reviews the actions of its personnel
to ensure compliance with current law and procedures.
Immediately after learning of the incident, the Commandant of
the Coast Guard, Admiral Jim Loy, directed a full investigation
of the actions taken by Coast Guard officials. I understand he
personally notified you of his decision and will provide you a
copy of the report when the investigation is complete.

Again, thank you for writing regarding this important matter,
and your support of the Coast Guard’s investigation.

X Sincerely,
'

The nouvtawic +avw... ROS-Lehtinen
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515
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Dear Representative Ros-Lehtinen:

Thank you for your letter to The Vice President and me
concerning I-thank-you-for-your-letters—asking-for—apn-immediate
investigation-into-the-actions—ef-the televised incident
involving the Coast Guard and effieials-while-interdieting -six
illegal—-illegal Cuban migrants off the coast of MiamiMiami I

agree that the video portrayed an image of the Coast Guard that
belies its reputation.--on-Jdune-29.

As you know, outThe Coast Guard has an excellent record of
protecting the lives and safety of all peoplepersons-—at seaat
sea. ——-In fact, Coast Guard -—personnel haveand-has rescued tens
of thousands of Cuban migrants over the years,----whilewhile
effectively enforcing U.S. immigration laws and policies. To
maintain that high standard, the Coast Guard routinely reviews
the actions of its personneleffieers to ensure compliance with
- current law and— proceduresdeetrine. As—you—have-suggested,
Immediately after learning of the incident, T¥he Commandant of
the Coast Guard, Admiral Jim Loy,-—has directed a full
investigation of the actions taken Coast Guard officials.-inte
the-June-29-ineident. II understand he personally notified you
of his decision and will provide you -has-offered-you a copy
full-of the report when the investigation is complete. - on--the

results-of-that-investigation-when-it—is—completed.

Again, thank you for writing sharing-—with-me—your—views—on—this

ineident-regarding this mportant matter, and your support of

the Coast Guard’s investigation.

Sincerely,

The Honorable Ileana Ros-Lehtinen



House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515
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THE WHITE HOUSE </
WASHINGTON
| Dear Representative Ros-Lehtifien: 1% )

The Vice President ng:ifzggnk you for your letters asking for
an immediate investigation into the actions of Coast Guard

officials while interdicting six illegal Cuban migrants off the

KyAEPaSt.iF Miami on June 29. ////Z;l ; b : ka‘4p 0

/%7/h ,The” Coast Guard has an excellent recorg‘gﬁ_protecting the lives

' and safety of persons at sea, -- (amt~tras rescued tens of
thousands of Cuban migrants over the years,»+ while effectively
enforcing U.S. immigration laws and policies. To maintain that
high standard, the Coast Guard routinely reviews the actions of
its officers to ensure compliance with current law and doctrine.
As you have suggested, the Commandant of the Coast Guard,
Admiral Jim Loy, has directed a full investigation into the June
29 incident. I understand he has offered you a full report on
the results of that investigation when it is completed.

Again, thank you for sharing with me your views on this
incident.

Sincerely,

The Honorable Ileana Ros-Lehtiner
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515



Dear Representative Ros-Lehtinen:

Thank you for your letter to the Vice President and me
concerning the televised incident involving the Coast Guard and
illegal Cuban migrants off the coast of Miami. I agree that the
video portrayed an image of the Coast Guard that belies its
reputation.

As you know, our Coast Guard has an excellent record of
protecting the lives and safety of all peopleat sea. In fact,
Coast Guard personnel have rescued tens of thousands of Cuban
migrants over the years, while effectively enforcing U.S.
immigration laws and policies. To maintain that high standard,
the Coast Guard routinely reviews the actions of its personnel
to ensure compliance with current law and procedures.
Immediately after learning of the incident, the Commandant of
the Coast Guard, Admiral Jim Loy, directed a full investigation
of the actions taken Coast Guard officials. I understand he
personally notified you of his decision and will provide you a
copy of the report when the investigation is complete.

Again, thank you for writing regarding this important matter,
and your support of the Coast Guard’s investigation.

Sincerely,

The Honorable Ileana Ros-Lehtinen
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515



Joshi, M. Kay (EXSEC)

From: Peterman, David (Brian) (DEFENSE)
Sent: Monday, July 12, 1999 2:07 PM
To: Joshi, M. Kay (EXSEC); Armstrong, Fulton T. (INTERAM); Busby, Scott W. (MULTI);
Lackey, Miles M. (LEGIS)
Cc: @EXECSEC - Executive Secretary
Subject: RE: Quick Review of Edits to Pkg 5017 [UNCLASSIFIED]
Yes—weclear. _ , ulden (lidiid Lidec ;/ e 7/12 -/ <)
----- Original Message--—-—-
From: Joshi, M. Kay (EXSEC)
Sent: Monday, July 12, 1999 2:06 PM
To: Peterman, David (Brian) (DEFENSE); Armstrong, Fulton T. (INTERAM); Busby, Scott W. (MULTI); Lackey, Miles M. (LEGIS)
Cc: @EXECSEC - Executive Secretarg>
Subject: RE: Quick Review of Edits to Pkg 5017 [UNCLASSIFIED]

Any final clearance on this?

-----Original Message--—-

From: Peterman, David (Brian) (DEFENSE)

Sent: Monday, July 12, 1999 9:04 AM

To: Armstrong, Fulton T. (INTERAM); Busby, Scott W. (MULTI); Lackey, Miles M. (LEGIS)
Cc: EXECSEC - Executive Secretary

Subject: FW: Quick Review of Edits to Pkg S017 [UNCLASSIFIED)

Fulton, Scott, Miles- Since you cleared on the original of this, would you please review this significant edit by
ExecSec. | don't really see any substantive changes.. just "happy" to "glad". Thanks.

Brian

—--Original Message—-—

From: Joshi, M. Kay (EXSEC)

Sent: Friday, July 09, 1999 7:42 PM

To: @DEFENSE - Defense Policy; @LEGISLAT - Legislative Affairs
Cc: @EXECSEC - Executive Secreta?'

Subject: Quick Review of Edits to Pkg 5017 [UNCLASSIFIED]

Attached are edits made to the subject package. Please let me know as soon as possibie if they are okay.
Thanks.

<< File: 5017 Memo POTUS2.doc >> << File: 5017 POTUS Itr4.doc >>
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ACTION
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: SAMUEL BERGER
LARRY STEIN

SUBJECT: Reply to a Letter from Congresswoman Ros-Lehtinen

Purpose
To respond to a letter from Congresswoman Ros-Lehtinen.

Background

On June 29, the Coast Guard interdicted six Cuban migrants a few
hundred yards off Miami Beach in accordance with long-standing
policy to prevent such individuals from reaching dry ground.
They had apparently been brought into U.S. waters by alien
smugglers. Live press coverage showed Coast Guard law
enforcement officers using a fire hose and pepper spray to
restrain them. Two made it to the beach, and the other four
were brought to shore later in conjunction with an investigation
into the incident. Congresswoman Ros-Lehtinen’s letters to you
and the Vice President ask that the Coast Guard investigate the
actions of the officialsCeast-Guard-offieers involved for
possible violations of human rights and existing

proceduresenfercement-guidelines-violtations.

The Commandant of the Coast Guard, Admiral Loy, has immediately
convened an investigation after learning of the incident.-—And,
heand personally notified Congresswoman Ros-Lehtinen of his
decisionteid-Congresswoman-Ros-Lehtinen of-his-pians.—Heand
promised her a copy of the investigation results. Your reply
reaffirms our commitment to a full investigation of the

incident.

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the letter at Tab A.

cc: Vice President
Chief of Staff




Attachments

Tab A Reply to Congresswoman Ros-Lehtinen
Tab B Letter from Congresswoman Ros-Lehtinen
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

ACTION
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: SAMUEL BERGER
LARRY STEIN

SUBJECT: Reply to a Letter from Congresswoman Ros-Lehtinen

Purpose

To respond to a letter from Congresswoman Ros-Lehtinen.

Background

hundred yards off Miami Beach in accordance with longstanding
policy to prevent such individuals from reaching dry“:ground.
They had apparently been brought into U.S. waters by alien
smugglers. Live press coverage showed Coast Guard law
enforcement officers using a fire hose and pepper spray to
restrain them. Two made it to the beach, and the other four
were brought to shore later in conjunction with an investigation
into the incident. Cong swoman Ros-Lehtinen’s letters to you
and the Vice President hat the Coast Guard investigate the
actions of the d 1nvolved fo'130551blq human

Admiral Loy has convened an investigation and personally told Z;
Congresswoman Ros-Lehtinen ogggls plans. He promised her a copy

On June 29, the Coast Guard interdicted six Cuban miéjﬁnts a few

of the investigation resultsYYour reply reaffirms our
commitment to a full investig&aticn of the incident.

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the letter at Tab A.

Attachments
Tab A Hf;epié to Congresswoman Ros-Lehtinen

Tab B Letter from Congresswoman Ros-Lehtinen

cc: Vice President
Chief of Staff



Joshi, M. Kay (EXSEC)

From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:

OK by me.

----- Original Message---—

Peterman, David (Brian) (DEFENSE)

Monday, July 12, 1999 9:04 AM

ulton T. (INTERAM); Busby, Scott W. (MULTI); Lackey, Miles M. (LEGIS)
EXECSEC - Executive Secretary

- Quick Review of Edits to Pkg S017 [UNCLASSIFIED]

From:
Sent:
To:
Ce:

Subject:

Busby, Scott W. (MULTI)

Monday, July 12, 1999 10:14 AM

Peétglrg?n, David (Brian) (DEFENSE); Armstrong, Fulton T. (INTERAM); Lackey, Miles M.
(L

@EXECSEC - Executive Secretary

RE: Quick Review of Edits to Pkg 5017 [UNCLASSIFIED]

Fuiton, Scott, Miles- Since you cleared on the original of this, would you please review this significant edit by
ExecSec. | don't really see any substantive changes.. just "happy" to "glad”. Thanks.

Brian

----Original Message-—-

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

(EXSEC)

9, 1999 7:42 PM
DEFENSE - Defense Policy; @LEGISLAT - Legislative Affairs
EXECSEC - Executive Secreta?

Quick Review of Edits to Pkg 5017 [UNCLASSIFIED]

Attached are edits made to the subject package. Please let me know as soon as possible if they are okay. Thanks.

<< File: 5017 Memo POTUS2.doc >> << File: 5017 POTUS Itr4.doc >>



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Dear Representative Ros-Lehtinen:

Thank you for your letter to the Vice President and me
concerning the televised incident involving the Coast Guard and
illegal Cuban migrants off the coast of Miami. I agree that the
video portrayed an image of the Coast Guard that belies its
reputation.

As you know, our Coast Guard has an excellent record of
protecting the lives and safety of all people at sea. 1In fact,
Cocast Guard personnel have rescued tens of thousands of Cuban
migrants over the years, while effectively enforcing U.S.
immigration laws and policies. To maintain that high standard,
the Coast Guard routinely reviews the actions of its personnel
to ensure compliance with current. law and procedures.
Immediately after learning of the incident, the Commandant of
the Coast Guard, Admiral Jim Loy, directed a full investigation
of the actions taken by Coast Guard officials. I understand he
personally notified you of his decision and will provide you a
copy of the report when the investigation is complete.

Again, thank you for writing regarding this important matter,
and your support of the Coast Guard’s investigation.

Sincerely,

The Honorable Ileana Ros-Lehtinen
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515
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Dear Representative Ros-Lehtinen:

Thank you for your letter to The Vice President and me

concerning I-thank-you-for-your-letters—asking-for-an -immediate
investigation-into-the-actions—of-the televised incident
involving the Coast Guard and efficials-while-interdieting-six

itlegal-illegal Cuban mlgrants off the coast of MiamiMiami I

agree that the video portrayed an image of the Coast Guard that
belies its reputation.-er-dune-29.

As you know, outThe Coast Guard has an excellent record of
protecting the lives and safety of all peoplepersens—at seaat
sea. ——-In fact, Coast Guard -personnel haveand-has rescued tens
of thousands of Cuban migrants over the years, ———- whilewhile
effectively enforcing U.S. immigration laws and policies. To
maintain that high standard, the Coast Guard routinely reviews
the actions of its personnelefficers to ensure compliance with
current law and- proceduresdeetrine. As—you—have—suggested;
Immediately after learning of the incident, Tfhe Commandant of
the Coast Guard, Admiral Jim Loy, -has directed a full
investigation of the actions taken Coast Guard officials.-—inte
the-June-29-ineident. IT understand he personally notified you
of his decision and will provide you -—has-effered-you a copy
full-of the report when the investigation is complete. - on-the

results-of-that-investigation-when-it-is-completed.

Again, thank you for writing sharing-with-me-your-views—en—this
ineident-regarding this important matter, and your support of
the Coast Guard’s investigation.

Sincerely,

The Honorable Ileana Ros-Lehtinen



House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

\ e /
The Vice President aggﬁifZ;;nk you for your letters asking for
an immediate investigation into the actions of Coast Guard

officials while interdicting six illegal Cuban migrants off the

ﬁyﬂﬁPaStgiF Miami on June 29. ///Q;Z g g:: 27%~%3¢0~hn~‘#ﬂ

\l/ D§§£f5§presgptat1ve Ros-Leh en:

,Lhe” Coast Guard has an excellent recorg‘gﬁ_protecting the lives
and safety of persons at sea, —- (gimd—irxs rescued tens of
thousands of Cuban migrants over the years,»# while effectively
enforcing U.S. immigration laws and policies. To maintain that
high standard, the Coast Guard routinely reviews the actions of
its officers to ensure compliance with current law and doctrine.
As you have suggested, the Commandant of the Coast Guard,
Admiral Jim Loy, has directed a full investigation into the June
29 incident. I understand he has offered you a full report on
the results of that investigation when it is completed.

Again, thank you for sharing with me your views on this
incident.

Sincerely,

The Honorable Ileana Ros-Lehtinern
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515



Dear Representative Ros-Lehtinen:

Thank you for your letter to the Vice President and me
concerning the televised incident involving the Coast Guard and
illegal Cuban migrants off the coast of Miami. I agree that the
video portrayed an image of the Coast Guard that belies its
reputation.

As you know, our Coast Guard has an excellent record of
protecting the lives and safety of all peopleat sea. In fact,
Coast Guard personnel have rescued tens of thousands of Cuban
migrants over the years, while effectively enforcing U.S.
immigration laws and policies. To maintain that high standard,
the Coast Guard routinely reviews the actions of its personnel
to ensure compliance with current law and procedures.
Immediately after learning of the incident, the Commandant of
the Coast Guard, Admiral Jim Loy, directed a full investigation
of the actions taken Coast Guard officials. I understand he
personally notified you of his decision and will provide you a
copy of the report when the investigation is complete.

Again, thank you for writing regarding this important matter,
and your support of the Coast Guard’s investigation.

Sincerely,

The Honorable Ileana Ros-Lehtinen
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515



Joshi,

M. Kay (EXSEC)

From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:

Subject:

Peterman, David (Brian) (DEFENSE)

Monday, July 12, 1999 2:07 PM

Joshi, M. Kay (EXSEC); Armstrong, Fulton T. (INTERAM); Busby, Scott W. (MULTI);
Lackey, Miles M. (LEGIS)

@EXECSEC - Executive Secretary

RE: Quick Review of Edits to Pkg 5017 [UNCLASSIFIED]

Yes--- we clear. __ -,'/'uz,w Al2aiid Lidac //15’77/(_ 7/12 /’C)-

----- Original Message-----

From: Joshi, M. Kay (EXSEC)
Sent: Monday, July 12, 1999 2:06 PM
To: Peterman, David (Brian) (DEFENSE); Armstrong, Fulton T. (INTERAM); Busby, Scott W. (MULTI); Lackey, Miles M. (LEGIS)
Cc: @EXECSEC - Executive Secretaré
Subject: RE: Quick Review of Edits to Pkg 5017 [UNCLASSIFIED]
Any final clearance on this?
----- Original Message-----
From: Peterman, David (Brian) (DEFENSE)
Sent: Monday, July 12, 1999 9:04 AM
To: Armstrong, Fulton T. (INTERAM); Busby, Scott W. (MULT!); Lackey, Miles M. (LEGIS)

Cc: @EXECSEC - Executive Secretary
Subject: FW: Quick Review of Edits to Pkg 5017 [UNCLASSIFIED]

Futton, Scott, Miles- Since you cleared on the original of this, would you please review this significant edit by
ExecSec. | don't really see any substantive changes...just "happy" to "glad". Thanks.

Brian

----- Original Message-----

From:  Joshi, M. Kay (EXSEC)

Sent: Friday, July 09, 1999 7:42 PM

To: @DEFENSE - Defense Policy; @LEGISLAT - Legislative Affairs
Cc: @EXECSEC - Executive Secreta?l

Subject: Quick Review of Edits to Pkg 5017 [UNCLASSIFIED]

Attached are edits made to the subject package. Please let me know as soon as possible if they are okay.
Thanks.

<< File: 5017 Memo POTUS2.doc >> << File: 5017 POTUS Itr4.doc >>



5017

ACTION
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: SAMUEL BERGER
LARRY STEIN

SUBJECT: Reply to a Letter from Congresswoman Ros-Lehtinen

Purpose
To respond to a letter from Congresswoman Ros-Lehtinen.

Background

On June 29, the Coast Guard interdicted six Cuban migrants a few
hundred yards off Miami Beach in accordance with long-standing
policy to prevent such individuals from reaching dry ground.
They had apparently been brought into U.S. waters by alien
smugglers. Live press coverage showed Coast Guard law
enforcement officers using a fire hose and pepper spray to
restrain them. Two made it to the beach, and the other four
were brought to shore later in conjunction with an investigation
into the incident. Congresswoman Ros-Lehtinen’s letters to you
and the Vice President ask that the Coast Guard investigate the
actions of the officialsGeast-Guard-effieers involved for

The Commandant of the Coast Guard, Admiral Loy, has immediately
convened an investigation after learning of the incident.—-And,
heand personally notified Congresswoman Ros-Lehtinen of his
decisionteld-Congresswoman-Ros-Lehtinen-of-his-plans—Heand
promised her a copy of the investigation results. Your reply
reaffirms our commitment to a full investigation of the
incident.

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the letter at Tab A.

cc: Vice President
Chief of Staff




Attachments

Tab A Reply to Congresswoman Ros-Lehtinen
Tab B Letter from Congresswoman Ros-Lehtinen
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

ACTION
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: SAMUEL BERGER
LARRY STEIN

SUBJECT: Reply to a Letter from Congresswoman Ros-Lehtinen

Purpose

To respond to a letter from Congresswoman Ros-Lehtinen.

Background

hundred yards off Miami Beach in accordance with longsitanding
policy to prevent such individuals from reaching dry“ground.
They had apparently been brought into U.S. waters by alien
smugglers. Live press coverage showed Coast Guard law
enforcement officers using a fire hose and pepper spray to
restrain them. Two made it to the beach, and the other four
were brought to shore later in conjunction with an investigation
into the incident. Cong swoman Ros-Lehtinen’s letters to you
and the Vice Presidenthat the Coast Guard investigate the
actions of the e . 1nvolved for p0531blq human
rights and spforcement Latic i\ Zj

/%W,
Congresswoman Ros-Lehtinen o§§§1° plans. He promised her a copy

On June 29, the Coast Guard interdicted six Cuban mi@:;nts a few

Admlral Loy has convened an investigation and personally told
of the investigation results.\YYour reply reaffirms our
commitment to a full investigaticn of the incident.

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the letter at Tab A.

Attachments
Tab A nf;epié to Congresswoman Ros-Lehtinen

Tab B Letter from Congresswoman Ros-Lehtinen

cc: Vice President
Chief of Staff



Joshi, M. Kay (EXSEC)

From: Busby, Scott W. (MULTI)
Sent: Monday, July 12, 1999 10:14 AM
To: Peterman, David (Brian) (DEFENSE); Armstrong, Fulton T. (INTERAM); Lackey, Miles M.
(LEGIS)
Cc: @EXECSEC - Executive Secretary
Subject: RE: Quick Review of Edits to Pkg 5017 [UNCLASSIFIED]
OK by me.
----- Original Message-----
From: Peterman, David (Brian) (DEFENSE)
Sent: Monday, July 12, 1999 9:04 AM
To: Armstrong, Fulton T. (INTERAM); Busby, Scott W. (MULTI); Lackey, Miles M. (LEGIS)
Cc: EXECSEC - Executive Secretary
Subject: W: Quick Review of Edits to Pkg 5017 [UNCLASSIFIED]

Fulton, Scott, Miles- Since you cleared on the original of this, would you please review this significant edit by
ExecSec. | don't really see any substantive changes.. just "happy" to "glad". Thanks.

Brian

----- Original Message-----

From: Joshi, M. Kay (EXSEC)

Sent: Friday, July 09, 1999 7:42 PM

To: @DEFENSE - Defense Policy; @LEGISLAT - Legislative Affairs
Cc: @EXECSEC - Executive Secreta[ly

Subject: Quick Review of Edits to Pkg 5017 [UNCLASSIFIED]

Attached are edits made to the subject package. Please let me know as soon as possible if they are okay. Thanks.

<< File: 5017 Memo POTUS2.doc >> << File: 5017 POTUS Itr4.doc >>



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL ID 9905017

REFERRAL DATE: 20 JUL 99
MEMORANDUM FOR: WH STRIPPING DESK

DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION: TO: ROS-LEHTINEN, ILEANA
SOURCE: PRESIDENT
DATE: 19 JUL 99
SUBJ: REPLY TO LTR FM REP ROS-LEHTINEN RE COAST GUARD INTERDICTED SIX
CUBAN MIGRANTS

REQUIRED ACTION: FOR DISPATCH

DUEDATE: 21 JUL 99

COMMENT :

JOHN W. FICKLIN

NSC RECORDS MANAGEMENT OFFICE



