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October S, 1998 

The Honorable William J. Clinton 
Executive Office of the P1-esidenl 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20SOO 

Dear Mr. President: 

____ 14100.2 __ 

141002 

On behalf of the Board of Directors of che Ci1ban ·American Fo\mdation, we would like to take this 
opponunicy to express our support for an important bipartisan legislative initiative that would grant resident 
status to Haitian refugees who have been in the United States since 1995. 

We strongly feel it is imperative that this measure - p;in of the Treasury-Postal Appropriations Bill 
- can be brought to the Rouse floor and passed bizfore Congress adjoums late:r this week. Cognizant of your 
sympathetic stance on chis issue In the past, we hereby wish to appeal to your Adminisrration en make this 
matter an issue of top prioriry and do everything possible 10 ensure chat chis ji1sc and compassionate effort can 
succeed. 

Throughout the years, the people of Cuba, on the island and in exile, have bean cruly fortunate to 
count on the leadership and steadfast suppoJt of this gre;it nation in the stzug~le to promote a free and 
democr.icic Cuba. Indeed, th& Uniti::d Slates' film stitnce and re1;ol'Ye on behalf of our cause has sent an 
unequivocal message to the world that the Cuban people will not b~ abandoned in the struggle against Fidel 
Castro's brutal dictatorship and of the nioraJ obligation that we all share as Americans en stand alongside all 
people around the globe who each day i;trUggle against tyranny and who yearn for the cherished value~ of 
liberty, human rights and self determination. 

That is why we 11.re reaching out to you, Mr. Presidenc, to express our solidaricy with oUI Haitian 
compatriot!! in their quest for human dignity and ru-k for your ht.:lp with this importcint endeavor. Like our own 
people. Haitian asylum seekers in South F1orida were also uprooted from their homeland, forced into exile 
fleeing p~rsc:cution. and sought refuge in ?his country whose compassion and generosity have long served as a 
symbol of hope co victims of oppression the world over. It is our obligation now to :>tand cm the right side of 
this just, fair, and humane legislalive effort whose: passage will se.rvc as a strong reaffinnation of the promise 
of America. and of the principles of freedom and juscice on which our ::;ystem of go'Yemmenr was founded. 

We hope and rrus;t that you will give this most critical and urgent matter your utmost consideration 
and 11upporc so chat the dream of these innocent families to settle their legal St•1tus and begin co rebuild their 
live can la.st come co fruition_ 

Cc: nator Bob Graham 
Sena.car Connle Mac:k 
Senator Robert G. iorricclli 

7300 N.W. 35th Terrace / Suite lOS / Miami, Florida 33 l22 
Phone: (305) 477-1202 
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CubalJ PRESS RELEASE Anlencan.~~~~--~~~~~~~~~~-------
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Oc:tober 8, 1998 

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT 
Fernando D. koja.s (305) 477-l 202 

CAF APPEALS TO CONGRESSIONAL LEADERS & WlllTE HOUSE 
FOR SUPPORT OF LEGAL STATUS FOR HAITIAN ASYLUM SEEKERS 

Calls Bi.Partisan Measure ''Just, Fair and Humane" 

Ciring the "moral obligatioTI !:hat w~ all share as Am~ricans to stand alengside all people uround the globe 
who each day struggle against tyranny and who yearn for the cherished values of liberty. human right~ and self 
detennin.ltion." the Cuban American Foundation (CAF) called tl)day on key Congressional lcMders and the 
CJiDton Administrarion for assistance in assuring rhe passage of an imporranr legislative effort rhar would &"ant 
resident scams to approx:imately 40,000 Haitian refugees who have arrived in the United Scates ::;ince 1995. 

The measure - spearheaded by Congresswoman Carrie Meek CD-PL) along wlth a bi-partisan group in 
the House and Senate - is part of a r,easury-Posral App~opriations Bill conference report forced off the House 
t1oor by opponents of the provision and of other unrelated issues included in the legislation, thus seriously 
threalcning prospect5 for final passage before Congress :iid,ioums later this week. 

In llppeals senr ro House Speaker Newr Gingrich and President Bill Clinton on behalf of the CAF, Jorge 
Mas and Domingo Moreira expressed support for the measure and peririoncd House Leadership <1nd the 
Administration to make it "an issue of cop priority" in order chat ir may be approved. "We strongly feel it is 
imperative that this measure be brought to the floor and passed before Congress adjourns later this week. and we 
hereby a:ppeal to your leadership and yoUJ" :keen sense of justice and compassion co do everything possible to 
enswe thac this important initiative can become il reality," said the CAF. 

"Tiuoughom che year&, the people of Cuba, on the island and in el'Oile, have ~ truly fortunate co caunc 
on chc: leade1·ship and sceadfasc support of Ihis great nation in the struggle to promote a free and democratic Cuba," 
the lecter continued, "That is why \lie arc reaching out to you, to express our solidil1·icy with our Haitian 
compatriots in their quesc for human dignicy and to ask for your help in this critical endeavor. Like our own 
people, Haitian asylum seekers in South Florida were also upru<.>ted from their homeland, forced into exile fleeing 
persecutt.on, and soughr refuge in rhi~ counrry whose compassion and generosity have long served as a symbol of 
hope to victims of oppression the world over." 

le is expected that all remaining appropriations issues will be consolidared later this week inro a.n omnibus 
bill. raising concern among suppone~ nf the Haitian :asylum prevision that the rneaswe could be jeopardi7.cd in 
attemplS to exclude items considered ro have: che potential of impeding approval of the omnibus bill. The CAF 
support thus aims co join forces with proponents of the asylum measure in an eleventh hour attempt to increase 
awareness of rhe critical narure of the language with the objective of helping to bols~r its chances. 

·•rt i!' our obligation now ro stand on the right side of this jusr.. fair, and humane legislath•e effort whose 
plil.!1isage will serve as a strong reaffirmation of the prorIIise of Arnerlca and of the principles of freedom uncl justice 
on which thi.s nation wus founded," concluded Mesrs. Mas and Moreira, "We hope and trust that you wm give this 
mMt critical and urgent matter your utmo:>t consideration so that the dream of these innocent fanlilies to settle 
thelr legal scarus and begin to rebuild their lives can ac lasl come co fruition." 
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7300 N.W. 35th Terrace/ Sultc JOS / Miami, Florida 33122 
Phone: (305) 477-1202 
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