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Ocrober S, 1998

The Honorable William J. Clinton
Executive Office of the President

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

On behalf of the Board of Directors of the Cuban American Foundadon, we would like 1o take this
opportunity to express our support for an important bipartisan legislative initiative that would grant resident
status to Haitian refugees who have been in the United States since 1995.

We strongly feel it is imperative that this mcasure — part of the Treasury-Postal Appropriations Bill
— c3n be brought to thc Housc floor and passed before Congress adjonms later this week, Cognizant of your
sympathetic stance on this issuc in the past, we hereby wish to appeal to your Administration to make this
matter an issue of top priority and do everything possible 1o ensure that this just and compassionate effort can
succeed.

Throughout the years, the people of Cuba, on the island and in exile, have been fuly fortunate to
count on the leadership and steadfast support of this great nation in the struggle to promote a free and
democratic Cuba, Indeed, the United States’ fiom stance and resolve on behalf of our cause has sent an
unequivocal message ta the world that the Cuban people will not be abandoned in the struggle against Fidel
Castro’s brural dictatorship and of the moral obligation that we all share as Americans to stand alongside all
people around the glabe who each day struggle against tyranny and who yearn for the cherished valucs of
liberty, human rights and self determination.

That is why we are reaching out to you, Mr. President, to express our solidarity wirth our Haitian
compatriots in their quest for human dignity and ask for your help with this important endeavor, Like our own
people, Haitian asylum seckers in South Floridu were also uprooted from their homeland, forced into exile
fleeing persccution, and sought refuge in this country whose compassion and generosity have long served as a
symbol of hope (o victims of oppression the world over. It is our obligation now to stand on the right side of

- this just, fair, and humane legislative effort whose passage will serve as a sgong reaffirmation of the promise
of America and of the principles of freedom and justice on which our system of government was founded.

We hope and trust that you will give this most critical and urgent matter your utmost consideration
and support so that the dream of these innocent families to settle their legal status and begin to rebuild their
liveggcan At last come to fruition.

Senator Connie Mack
Senator Robert G. Tommicelh
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7300 N.W. 35th Terrace / Suitc 105 / Miami, Florida 33122
Phone; (30S) 477-1202
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PRESS RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE FOR INFORMATION CONTACT
October 8, 1998 Fernando D. Rojas (305) 477-1202

CAF APPEALS TO CONGRESSIONAL LEADERS & WHITE HOUSE
FOR SUPPORT OF LEGAL STATUS FOR HAITIAN ASYLUM SEEKERS

Calls Bi-Partisan Measure “Just, Fair and Humane”

Ciring the “moral obligation that we all share as Americans to stand alongside all people uround the globe
who egch day struggle against tyranny and who yearn for the cherished values of liberty. human rights and self
determination,” the Cuban Amcrican Foundation (CAF) called today on key Congressional leaders and the
Clinton Administration for assistance in assuring the passage of an important legislative effort that would grant
resident status to approximately 40,000 Haitian refugees who have arrived in the United States since 1995.

The measure — spzarheaded by Congresswoman Carrie Meek (D-FL) along with a bi-partisan group in
the House and Senate — is purt of a Treasury-Posral Appropriations Bill conference report forced off the House
floor by opponents of the provision and of other unrelated issues included in the legislation, thus seriously
threatening prospects for final passage before Congresy adjourns later this week.

In appeals sent to House Speaker Newt Gingrich and President Bill Clinton on behalf of the CAF, Jorge
Mas and Domingo Moreira expressed support for the measure and petitioned House Leadership and the
Administration to make it “an issue of top priority" in order that it may be approved. “Wc strongly feel it is
imperative that this measure be brought to the floor and passed before Congress adjourns later this week, and we
hercby appeal to your leadership and your keen sense of justice and compassion to do everything possible to
ensure that this important injtiative can become a reality,” said the CAF.

“Throughout the years, the people of Cuba, on the island and in exile, have been truly fortunate to count
on the leadesship and steadfast support of this greal nation iv the struggle to promote a free and democratic Cuba,”
the letter continued, “That is why we arc rcaching out to you, to express our solidarity with our Haitian
compatriots in their quest for human dignity and to ask for your help in this critical endeavor. Like our own
people, Haitian asylum seekers in South Florida were also uprooted from their homeland, forced into exile fleeing
persecution, and soughr refuge in this country whose compassion and generosity have long served as a symbol of
hope to victims of oppression the world over.”

It is expected that all remaining appropriations issues will be consolidared later this week into an omnibus
bill, raising concern among supporters of the Haitian asylum provision that the measure could be jeopardized in
attempis 1o exclude itemns considered to have the potential of impeding approval of the omnibus bill, The CAF
support thus aims to join forces with proponents of the asylum measure in an eleventh hour attempt to increase
awareness of the critical nature of the language with the objective of helping to bolster its chances.

It is our obligation now 1o stand on the right side of this just, fair, and humane lagislative effort whose
passage will serve as a strong reaffirmation of the promise of America and of the principles of freedom und justice
on which this nation was founded,” concluded Mesrs, Mas and Moreira, “We hope and trust that you will give this
most critical and urgent matter your utmost consideration so that the dream of these innocent families o sertle
their legal starus and begin to rebuild their lives can at last come to fruition.”

7300 N.W. 35th Terrace / Sulte 105 / Miami, Florida 33122
Phone; (305) 477-1202




¥
10/08/98 THU 09:14 FAX _ _ . @oo1

-

FAX COVER SHEET

CRrRAIG T. SmiTH
ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT AND
DIRECTOR OF POLITICAL AFFAIRS
THE WHITE HOUSE
GROUND FLOOR, WEST WING
WasHINGToN, DC 20500
PHONE: 202/456-1125 « FAX: 202/456-2030

DATE: 16 /% /79

PLEASE DELIVER TO: Ns¢

FAX NUMBER: 4300

SENDER: Cm(«z St ol Kx‘?ﬂ TW‘%K
NUMBER OF PAGES: =5

(including cover sheet)

The document accompunying this Facsimilc Transmission Sheet is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed, This
message conlains informution which may be privileged, confidential or cxempt from disclosure under applicable law. If the reader of this message is
not the intended recipient, or the employcc or agent responsible for delivering the message to the intended recipient, you are heréby nolificd that any
disclosure, dissemination, copying or distribution, or 1aking any action in reliance on the contents of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you
havc received this cornmunication in crror, please notify us immediately at the number above.



