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November 5, 1997

The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

Thank you very much for the courageous stand you took against racial
discrimination by supporting the inclusion of Black Haitians in the remedial immigration
legislation that Congress is now considering.

As you know from our October 21 letter to you, this is the single most important
immigration issue affecting people of color. It is extremely important to me and to other
members of the Congressional Black Caucus. Your strong and active support is
absolutely essential to our chances for success and for determining the type of relief
provided to Haitians.

In this regard, | earnestly and strongly urge you to push for equal treatment for
Haitians under the law. | believe that this is a matter of justice, which my community
has felt has always been a guiding principle of your administration.

The Republican leadership proposes a “two-tier” system that is inherently unfair:
(1) amnesty and residency for Nicaraguans and (2) the opportunity for Guatemalans
and Salvadorans to apply for suspension of deportation under the standards of the old
immigration law.

You and President Bush admitted about 14,000 Haitian immigrants to this
country after the INS screened them and determined that they had valid asylum claims.
These 14,000 Haitians--whose fears of persecution are, in a very practical and basic
way, indistinguishable from those of Nicaraguans--should receive_exactly the same
amnesty relief that Nicaraguans would get.

This is a practical consideration and not just a matter of simple justice. Haiti’s
fragile democracy and precarious economic situation would be further endangered by



the deportation of thousands of Haitian asylum seekers--exactly the same concern that
Nicaraguan officials have expressed to you. In addition, unequal treatment undermines
respect for the law and makes implementation difficult.

Mr. President, you have been to Miami many times, and you know firsthand the
rich diversity of our community. It is arbitrary, unfair and divisive to provide different
levels of relief to immigrants who live and work side by side in our community, when
their experiences in fleeing political persecution and the value of the contributions they
make to our community are similar in so many ways.

Miami was torn apart in the past when Black Haitians fleeing death and
persecution were interdicted at sea and returned to Haiti, while White Cubans were
welcomed with open arms. Please promote equal treatment of Haitians so that we are
not forced to relive the mistakes of the past.

Finally, | strongly support your insistence that the provisions of the 1996
immigration law not be applied retroactively. Your Administration has been clear on
this issue in both the decision in July of Attorney General Reno when she vacated the
decision in Matter of N-J-B and your November 4 letter. The human importance of
strongly resisting efforts by some Republican Members of Congress to apply the new
immigration law retroactively is illustrated by the enclosed October 28 letter to Speaker
Gingrich from one of my constituents, a young woman in Miami who fled Haiti in 1989
after she was forced to watch the execution of her parents.

We are all depending upon you, Mr. President, to do all you can in obtaining
justice and equality for Haitians. Thank you for taking on this struggle.

Sincerely,

CARRIE P. MEEK
Member of Congress

Enclosure



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

November 10, 1997

MEMORANDUM FOR GLYN DAVIES
NSC Executive Secretariat

FROM: SUSAN BROPHY} E

Legislative Affairs

SUBJECT: Presidential Correspondence

Attached are copies of letters sent to the President by
various Members of Congress. Since these letters address
national security issues, we would appreciate your assistance in
drafting a response.

Thank you very much for your assistance. If you have any
questions, please feel free to call Chris Walker at x67500.

The following is a brief description of the letters:

1) Sen. Trent Lott (R-MS), concerning Open Skies Agreement
with Japan,

2) Sen. Sam Brownback (R-KS), concerning President Jiang
Zemin of China,

3) Sen. Carl Levin (D-MI) and others, concerning Open
Skies Agreement with Japan,

4) Sen. Richard J. Durbin (D-IL), concerning recent
invitation from former Senator Paul Simon (D-IL),

5) Rep. Jon D. Fox (R-PA) and others, concerning U.S.-
China Nuclear Coocperation Agreement,

6) Rep. Christopher Shays (R-CT), concerning the urging of
the Federal Republic of Germany to participate in
NATO’s Joint STARS program,

: ) Rep. Carrie P. Meek (D-FL), ccncerning the inclusion of
NOU 19 17:17 Black Haitians in the remedial immigration
legislation,

8) Rep. Joe Scarborough (R-FL), concerning Sudan,



10)

11)

12)

13)

14)

Enclosures

Rep. Doug Bereuter (R-NE), concerning the upcoming
visit of Chinese Minister of Justice Xiao Yang,

Rep. David Bonior (D-MI), concerning an American
Historical Monument in Poland,

Rep. Frank R. Wolf (R-VA), concerning an Executive
Order blocking Sudanese assets and imposing sanctions
on Sudan,

Rep. Luis V. Gutierrez (D-IL) and others, concerning
legislative relief for Guatemalans, Nicaraguans and
Salvadorans,

Rep. Cliff Stearns (R-FL) and others, concerning the
Multilateral Agreement on Investment; and,

Rep. Stephen Horn (R-CA) and others, concerning the
upcoming meeting with President Ernesto Zedillo of
Mexico.
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Please Respond To:

401 CannON HOUSE
OFFICE BulLDING
WaSHINGTON, DC 20515
{202) 225-4506
(202) 226-0777 FAX

25 WEST FLAGLER STREET
Suite 1015
Miam, FL 33130
(305) 381-9541
{305) 381-8376 FAX

TWasbhington, BE 20515-0917

November 5, 1997

The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

Thank you very much for the courageous stand you took against racial
discrimination by supporting the inclusion of Black Haitians in the remedial immigration
legislation that Congress is now considering.

As you know from our October 21 letter to you, this is the single most important
immigration issue affecting people of color. It is extremely important to me and to other
members of the Congressional Black Caucus. Your strong and active support is
absolutely essential to our chances for success and for determining the type of relief
provided to Haitians.

In this regard, | earnestly and strongly urge you to push for equal treatment for
Haitians under the law. | believe that this is a matter of justice, which my community
has felt has always been a guiding principle of your administration.

The Republican leadership proposes a “two-tier” system that is inherently unfair:
(1) amnesty and residency for Nicaraguans and (2) the opportunity for Guatemalans
and Salvadorans to apply for suspension of deportation under the standards of the old
immigration law.

You and President Bush admitted about 14,000 Haitian immigrants to this
country after the INS screened them and determined that they had valid asylum claims.
These 14,000 Haitians--whose fears of persecution are, in a very practical and basic
way, indistinguishable from those of Nicaraguans--should receive_exactly the same
amnesty relief that Nicaraguans would get.

This is a practical consideration and not just a matter of simple justice. Haiti's
fragile democracy and precarious economic situation would be further endangered by

DEC 8 9:44



the deportation of thousands of Haitian asylum seekers--exactly the same concern that
Nicaraguan officials have expressed to you. In addition, unequal treatment undermines
respect for the law and makes implementation difficult.

Mr. President, you have been to Miami many times, and you know firsthand the
rich diversity of our community. It is arbitrary, unfair and divisive to provide different
levels of relief to immigrants who live and work side by side in our community, when
their experiences in fleeing political persecution and the value of the contributions they
make to our community are similar in so many ways.

Miami was torn apart in the past when Black Haitians fleeing death and
persecution were interdicted at sea and returned to Haiti, while White Cubans were
welcomed with open arms. Please promote equal treatment of Haitians so that we are
not forced to relive the mistakes of the past. ‘

Finally, | strongly support your insistence that the provisions of the 1996
immigration law not be applied retroactively. Your Administration has been clear on
this issue in both the decision in July of Attorney General Reno when she vacated the
decision in Matter of N-J-B and your November 4 letter. The human importance of
strongly resisting efforts by some Republican Members of Congress to apply the|new
immigration law retroactively is illustrated by the enclosed October 28 letter to Speaker
Gingrich from one of my constituents, a young woman in Miami who fled Haiti in 1989
after she was forced to watch the execution of her parents.

We are all depending upon you, Mr. President, to do all you can in obtaining
justice and equality for Haitians. Thank you for taking on this struggle.

Sincerely,

CARRIE P. MEEK
Member of Congress

Enclosure



