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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

October 12, 1996

Dear Mr. Mas Canosa:

Thank you for forwarding to Leon Panetta the letter to the
President from the fasters at Guantanamo Naval Base desiring
parole into the United States.

I was pleased to hear that they have agreed to end their fast and
to maintain a prayer vigil instead. I sympathize with their
plight and that of the other migrants in Guantanamo who await
resettlement. The State Department has worked tirelessly to
identify countries willing to resettle these individuals. We
expect the Bolivian Government to give final approval to the
resettlement of 20 of them very soon and another Latin American
country has indicated its willingness to accept five others.

While this represents significant progress, it remains
insufficient. We will continue to make every effort to resettle
migrants who have a credible fear of persecution in Cuba.

Sincerely,

MP’(
Samuel Berger.j;CA*k,‘—q

Deputy Assistant to the President
for National Security Affairs

Mr. Jorge Mas Canosa

Chairman

The Cuban American National Foundation
Suite 505

1000 Thomas Jefferson Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20007:



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 6803

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20504

October 11, 1996

ACTION nemeNaﬂs“ A

MEMORANDUM FOR SAMUEL R. BERGER

THROUGH : JAMES F. DOBBIHQ/ S'GNED

FROM: FULTON @G\ARMS TRONG/RO LLEY

SUBJECT: Letter to Cuban American National Foundation Chairman
Jorge Mas Canosa

Leon Panetta forwarded to you a fax from CANF Chairman Mas covering a
letter to the President from Cuban migrants who have been fasting at
Guantanamo Naval Base in an effort to press for parole into the
United States.

Four of the 13 fasters have already resumed a normal diet, and the
nine remaining have agreed to take one solid meal per day and will
maintain a prayer vigil instead. The Base Commander reports that
none is in immediate danger of serious health complications for the
fast.

The fasters and 17 others currently in Guantanamo have been found to
have a credible fear of persecution should they be returned to Cuba
and are slated for resettlement in third countries. This 1s a slow,
tedious process, however, and some of them have been in Guantanamo
for over a year -- a legitimate source of frustration. The State
Department is in the final stages of arranging resettlement of 20 of
them in Bolivia, perhaps as soon as November 1, and Costa Rica has
privately offered to accept another five. Few other countries have
offered to take these people, so ARA is preparing a strategy for
another round of demarches.

In the proposed reply at Tab A, you inform Mr. Mas of the USG’'s

efforts to resettle all of the migrants who have a credible fear of
persecution. Suzanna Valdez has cleared.

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the draft response at Tab A.

Attachments
Tab A Draft Reply
Tab B Incoming Correspondence



CHIEF OF STAFF TO THE PRESIDENT
THE WHITE HOUSE

October 7, 1996

Mr. Jorge Mas Canosa

Chairman

The Cuban American National Foundation
Suite 505

1000 Thomas Jefferson Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20007

Dear M

T k you for your letter. I
appreciate your forwarding to me the letter
to the President from the Cuban refugees in
Guantanamo Bay. I appreciate your bringing
this matter to my attention.

Please be assured that this appeal will
receive careful attention by the appropriate
offices in the White House.

Thanks again for contacting me. Please
keep in touch.

Sincerel

. Panetta
of Staff

cc: The Honorable Anthony Lake

LEP/bes
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September 27, 1996

The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton
President of the United States of America
The White House
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. President:

We respectfully address you with the purpose of informing you that we, a group of 13 Cuban refugees,

including two women, find ourselves inside the church at the U.S. Naval Base in Guartanamo, fasting
and praying to the Lord

Our group is formed by former prisoners of conscience, members of opposition group:: and victims of
persecution on the part of Cuba’s State Securnty police. This peaceful and refigious action that we
decided to underiake does not constitute an act of defiance against your government nor the State
Department. It is because we are Christians and wish to ask God to intercede on our tehalf. Some of
us had already initiated the process at the U.S. Interests Section in Havana to legally ahandon the
country, but we had no other alternative than to leave by clandestine means because hzd we not done
so, today we would be in one of Castro’s prisons.

Today is the 14th day of our fast and our health has been steadily declining. Among u:: are two women
and two elderly men who are the most weakened. Spirirually, we are well and with gn:at faith in God.

Mr. President, we ask of you a gesture of good will and humnanity toward us. We wist: to find refuge in
your country where we have family, including some who are U.S. citizens, therefore we will not
become social burdens. We only seek that you lend us the freedom of your country. Y'ou may rest
assured that when Cuba is free we will be among the first to return Yo the country of otir birth.

May God bless you, Mr. President,

Cuban Political Refugees who are fasting at the U.S. Naval Base in Guantanama:

[dooz
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THE WHITE HOUSE S

WASHINGTON

Dear Mr. Mas Canosa:

Thank you for forwarding to Leon Panfetta the
letter to the President from the fasters at
Guantanamo Naval Base desiring payble into the
United States.

I was pleased to hear that they have agreed to
end their fast and to maintaiy a prayer vigil
instead. I sympathize with ¥heir plight and
that of the other migrants Zn Guantanamo who
await resettlement. The Sfate Department has
worked tirelessly to idenfify countries willing
to resettle these individuals. We expect the
Bolivian Government to five final approval to
the resettlement of 2(/ of them very soon and
another Latin Americah country has indicated its
willingness to accept five others.

While this represgnts significant progress, it
remains insufficfZent. We will continue to make
every effort to/resettle migrants who have a
credible fear pf persacution in Cuba.

Sincerely,
R
&&WQVJ@
Mr. Joyge Mas Canosa
Chairman
The ban American Naitional Foundation
Suifze 505
1040 Thomas Jefferson Street, N.W.
WAshington, D.C. 20007



