
Case Number: 2011-1039-F 

FOIA 
MARKER 

This is not a textual record. This is used as an 
administrative marker by the Clinton Presidential 
Library Staff. 

Original OA/ID Number: 
596 

' •. 
.. 

' 

Document ID: 9505737 

Stack: Row: Section: Shelf: Position: 
v 44 5 9 3 



TO: BERGER 

FROM: SCHWARTZ 

UNCLASSIFIED 
NSC/RMO PROFILE 

RECORD ID: 9505737 
RECEIVED: 24 JUL 95 16 

DOC DATE: 24 JUL 95 
SOURCE REF: 

KEYWORDS: CUBA MIGRATION MEDIA 

PERSONS: 

SUBJECT: BERGER Q+A RE MIAMI HERALD ARTICLE ON CUBAN - AMER FLOTILLA 

ACTION: NOTED BY BERGER 

STAFF OFFICER: SCHWARTZ 

FILES: WH NSCP: 

D 0 C U M E N T D I S T R 

FOR ACTION FOR CONCURRENCE 

COMMENTS: 

DUE DATE: 27 JUL 95 STATUS: C 

LOGREF: 

CODES: 

I B U T I 0 N J 
FOR INFO 
NSC CHRON 
SCHWARTZ 

DISPATCHED BY ---------- DATE _____ BY HAND W/ATTCH 

OPENED BY: NSDRS CLOSED BY: NSJDA DOC 1 OF 1 

UNCLASSIFIED 



DOC ACTION OFFICER 

001 BERGER 
001 

UNCLASSIFIED RECORD ID: 9505737 
ACTION DATA SUMMARY REPORT 

CAO ASSIGNED ACTION REQUIRED 

Z 95072519 FOR INFORMATION 
X 95080210 NOTED BY BERGER 

UNCLASSIFIED 



'.' - (l(/£ 7{'z,5 
Natidnal"Security Council 

The White House 

•, PROOFED BY: -------

URGENT NOT PROOFED: __ _ 

BYPASSED WW DESK:----

Harmon 

Dohse 

Sens 

Soderberg 

Berger 

Lake 

Situation Room 

West Wing Desk 

Records Mgt. 

SEQUENCE TO 

' 

LOG# £31~1 

SYSTEM (ii> NSC INT 

DOCLOG ~ AIO ___ _ 

INITIAUDATE DISPOSITION 

A= Action I = Information D =Dispatch A= Retain N = No Further Action 

cc: 

Exec Sec Office has diskette __ _ 



Vl</ tf l ( z,~-
Nauona1 Security Council /"'_? a . 

The White House d :?D ~-

PROOFED BY: ______ _ 

URGENT NOT PROOFED: ___ _ 

BYPASSED WW DESK: ___ _ 

Harmon 

Dohse 

Sens 

Soderberg 

Berger 

Lake 

Situation Room 

West Wing Desk 

Records Mgt. 

SEQUENCE TO 

LOG# 61°"51 
SYSTEM (ii> NSC INT 

DOCLOG cJ!ir AIO ___ _ 

INITIAUDATE DISPOSITION 

A= Action I = Information D =Dispatch A= Retain N = No Further Action 

cc: 

COMMENTS: 

~ "! -- ,_ .: 

Exec Sec Office has diskette __ _ 



p 

INFORMATION 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20506 

July 24, 1995 

MEMORANDUM FOR SAMUEL BERGER 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

ERIC SCHWARTa;S 

Attached Article and Note From You on Cuban­
American Flotilla 

5737 

I'm not the culprit on this one, as I didn't handle any press 
queries on the flotilla issue. I don't speak to the press 
without authorization from the NSC Press Office. I will also 
coordinate any future press guidance on Cuban migration through 
Rick. 

cc: Rick Nuccio 
Mort Halperin 
Dick Clarke 

Attachment 
Tab I Article With Your Note 
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Exile pilot says he flew over capital to divert Cuban authorities 

~ 
~ ~~1 

Dy ALFONSO CHARDY 
Herald Stott Writer 

Jose Basulto, leader or Broth· 
crs to the Rescue. sat behind the 
controls of his I win-engine 
Cessna Skymasler fccling help­
less as Cuban go"crnment gun· 
boats sideswiped th.: D1:mocrncia 
car~1·ing :i load of exile prol~L· 
crs. 

"I had to du something to 
help," Dasuho said J-"riday. 

Al that moment, Basulto 
decided to swit'h 10 his emer­
gency plan. He got on the radio 
and asked fellow pilot and life­
long friend Bill Schuss to follow 
him. In an attempt to divert 
allcntion away from the flotilla, 
the Basulto and Schuss broke ofT 
from the formation of cxilc 
planes O"cr the drama bdow and 
new south. d.:libcrat.:ly ,·jointing 
Cuban airspace. For 13 minutes 
Thurscl:iy they flew O\'cr lia\·ana, 
dropping thous:mds or bumper 
stickers bcarini; thc slogan: .. Not 
Comrades, Brothers." 

Buullo :ind Schuss were 
instant celebrities in Miami, 
interviewed Friday on c.,ilc sta­
tions and h:iiled as heroes. 

But olTicials with •h~· Federal 
1\vi:1tion Administra1ion view it 
Jiffcr.:mly: The)' s:i~ th.:y arc 
i::11hL'rinq ..:1·id..:111:,,; th:1t ~·ould be 
uscu n11a111s1 llasulto. SC'l1uss and 
SOlll<: or ;iJJ of thl• l'iCht Other 
pilot~ who p;irti•·ip:11cd in the 
incident. 

l'la11cs belonging to Brothers to 
the !{cscuc and other orgnniz3. 
I ic1115 flew overhead as LJcmocra­
cia led a flotilla of boats into 
Cuban waters to mark the anni· 
versa I)' of an encounti:r that hap­
pened a year :igo Thursday, when 
a CubJn gunboat rammed and 
sank a tugboat commandeered by 
Cubans to Ike th..: ish1nd. 

Kathleen Uergcn, an FAA 
spokeswoman, said some of the 
pilots in Thursday's formation 
an<l perhaps the two· who new 
01·cr Havuna l'iohued rules pro­
hibiting unauthorized entry inl(1 
onothcr country's nirspa~c. 

Bergen said the FAA will try to 
acquire tapes from television sta­
lions that covered thc incident 
and gather other evidence such as 
tapes or radio c-0n1·crsations 
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The courageous act 
was deemed heroic by 
many exiles. The 
FAA, however, was 
not pleased. 

bctwi.:en pilots and air trnffic 
controllers. Sa net ions could 
rangc from lcllcrs of reprimand 
lo unspei:ilicd fines lo suspcn· 
sion or revocation of pilot 
lic.:nscs, said Bergen. 

Basulto and Schuss said they 
were ready to face sanctions. 

"We arc proud of what we 
did," saicl Basulto. "Ultirnalely, 
it serves as n message to the peo­
ple of Cuba [that) the regime is 
not invulnerable." 

Basulto said his group had 
decided scl'cral weeks ago. to 
nccornpuny the Dcmocrocia and 
plannc,I to drop the bumper 
stickers over any boats that met 
the 1101 ilia. Flving over lfovana 

'' ... ? ,., 
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wns reserved ris an opt ion in 1 he 
c1·ent there w3s trouble. he said. 

"It was a plan B in c:isc som.::­
thing went awry," Slid Basulto. 
"Hnd lhe auack against the 
Democraeia not occurred we 
would have not overflown 
Hovann. As it happened, De1111r 
cracia was attacked." 

He acknowledged that the 
action took Brothers 10 the Res· 
cue, a humanitarian organi1.:1t ion 
created to find r:ifters, into the 
realm of political acti\·ism. But 
dropping the bumper stickers 
was in ke1:ping with the organi:t..'l· 
lion's character as a peaceful 
group and docs not signal ;1 

change in its mission. he said. 
"On a case by car.e basis we will 

decide whether to participate or 
initiate certain actions," B:isullo 
said. "But our basic mission or 
rescuing rafters remains. It is 
lrue the number or rnflcrs has 
diminished dr.imatically. but wi.: 
will continue looking for them. 
Dul I would also say that nying 
into Cuban airspace and showing 
solidarity with the Cuban people 
is itself a rescue action." 
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