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WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506
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MEMORANDUM FOR SAMUEL BERGER

FROM: ERIC SCHWARTi};

SUBJECT: Attached Article and Note From You on Cuban-
American Flotilla

I'm not the culprit on this one, as I didn’t handle any press
queries on the flotilla issue. I don’t speak to the press
without authorization from the NSC Press Office. I will also
coordinate any future press guidance on Cuban migration through
Rick.

cc: Rick Nuccio
Mort Halperin
Dick Clarke

Attachment
Tab I Article With Your Note



A LALA b WEAA AsmEm—m———— - -

el
ZUN

Exile pilot says he flew over capital to divert Cuban authorities

By ALFONSO CHARDY
Herald Statt Writer

Jose Basulto, leader of Broth-
ers 10 the Rescue, sat behind the
controls of his [win-engine
Cessnu Skymaster fecling help-
lcss as Cuban government gun-
hoats sideswiped the Democracia
cargying a load of exile protest-
ers,

*l had to do somcthing lo
help,”™ Basulto said Friday.

At that moment, Basulto
decided 10 switch to his emer-
gency plan. He got on the radio
and asked fellow pilot and fife-
long friend Bill Schuss to follow
him. In an attempt 1o divert
attention away from the flotilla,
the Basulto and Schuss broke ofT
from the formation of cxile
planes over the drama below and
flew south. deliberately violating
Cuban airspace. For 13 minutes
Thursday they fiew over Havana,

droppmf) thousands ol bumper -

stickers bearing the slogan: “"Not
Comrades, Brothers.”

Basultg and Schuss were
instant celebrities in Miami,
interviewed Friday on exile sta-
tions ang hailed as heroes.

But oflicials with the Federal *

Avialion Administration view it
diflerendy: They say they are
gathering evidenee that vould be
uscd against Basullo. Schuss and
some or all of the ecight ather
pilots who participated in the
incident.

Planes belonging 1o Brothers to
the Rescue and other ofganiza-
tions flew overhead as Democra-
cia led a flotilla of boats into
Cuban waters 1o mark the anni-
versary of an ehcounter that hap-
pened a year ago Thursday, when
4 Cuban gunboat rammed and
sank a lugboat commandeered by
Cubans to lee the island,

Kathleen Bergen, an FAA
spokeswoman, said some of the
pilots in Thursday's formation
and perhaps the two-who flew
over Havana violated rules pro-
hibiting unauthorized entry into
another country’s airspuce,

Bergen said the FAA will try to
acquire tapes from television sta-
tions that covered Lhe incident
and gather other evidence such as
tapes  of radio  conversations

s
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Samuel R. Ber er

The courageous act
was deemed heroic by
many exiles. The
FAA, however, was
not pleased.

between pilots and air trafTic
controllers,  Sanctions  could
range from letters of reprimand
10 unspecilicd fines to suspen-
sion or revocation of pilot
licenses, said Bergen.

Basulto and Schuss said they
were ready to face sanctions,

“We are proud of what we
did.” said Basulto. “Ultimately,
it serves as @ message to the peo-
ple of Cuba [that] the regime is
not invulncrable.”

Basulto said his group had
decided scveral weeks ago. to
accompany the Democracia and
planned to drop the bumper
stickers over any boats that met
the flotilla. Flying over Havana

was reserved as an option in the
cvent there was trouble. he said,

*It was a plan B in casc some-
thing went awry,” said Basulio.
“Had the attack against the
Democracia not occurred we
would have not overflown
Havana. As it happened, Demo-
cracia was attacked.”

He acknowledged that the
action took Brothers to the Res-
cuc, a humanitarian organization
created to find rafters, into the
realm of political activism. But
dropping the bumper stickers
was in keeping with the organiza-
tion's character as a pecaceful
group and does not signal o
change in its mission, he said.

*On a case by case basis we will
decide whether to participate or
initjate certain actions,” Basulto
said. “"But our basic mission ol
rescuing rafters remains. Hois
true the number of raflers has
diminished dramatically. but we
will continue looking for them.
But | would also say that flying
into Cuban airspace and showing
solidarity with the Cuban people

“is iself a rescue action.”

AEBOREDO’S TREATMENT, 124
13 MINUTES OVER HAVANA, 124
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ission was a success.
The boal was damaged, and three
red, includ-
PLEASE SEE CUBA, 12A

and said there would be no additional
of the protesters were inju

response until the report comes in.

patrol boats rcacted to the incident

gun-
pincer

Sylvia Iriendo of Mothers Against Repression say m

A
said thc White House had asked the

movement. The Dcmocracia then
Coast Guard to evaluate how Cuban

tumed back.

boals 10 turn back before two

boats collided with it in a

peated

ported the
uvban patrol

and, instead of
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mbers to U.S. aviation officials.

t briefly Dew over Havana.,

iy taill number:

aoting them down, re
The ofMfcial also said the vessel,

-mocracia, had reccived re

.mings from the C

]
-
3

I ]
m.
N

4
—_
i
o~
.



