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ACTION 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON. O.C. 20506 

May 22, 1995 

MEMORANDUM FOR ANTHONY LAKE 

THROUGH: MORTON HALPERIN -y( 
FROM: ROB MALLEY P-. ti1 

SUBJECT: Response to Ros-Lehtinen Letter to President 

3562 

Representative Ros-Lehtinen has written to the President urging 
him to parole Cubans presently detained by the INS for entering 
the U.S. illegally. ~~ ~ 

Concurrence by: Manuel~~~ha; Eric S~tz; Bill Danvers 

RECOMMENDATION I 
That you sign the memorandum to the President at Tab I. 

Attachments 
Tab I Memorandum to the President 

Tab A Response to Representative Ros-Lehtinen 
Tab B Incoming Correspondence 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: ANTHONY LAKE 
PATRICK GRIFFIN 

3562 

SUBJECT: Response to Ros-Lehtinen Letter on Cuban migrants 

Purpose 

To respond to a letter from Representative Ros-Lehtinen. 

Background 

Representative Ros-Lehtinen wrote to you urging that the United 
States parole Cubans currently detained by the INS for entering 
the U.S. illegally. 

Pursuant to the May 2 announcement, Cubans who reach the U.S. 
illegally will be treated as are undocumented migrants from other 
countries. They will be placed in exclusion proceedings and 
given the opportunity to apply for asylum. This decision should 
not affect the disposition of Cubans who were in detention prior 
to May 2. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you respond with the letter attached at Tab A. 

Attachments 
Tab A Response to Representative Ros-Lehtinen 
Tab B Incoming Correspondence 

cc: Vice President 
Chief of Staff 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Dear Representative Ros-Lehtinen: 

Thank you for your letter concerning Cuban nationals currently 
detained by the INS. 

Let me begin by assuring you that our policy with regard to 
Cuban nationals who reached the United States prior to May 2, 
1995 has not changed. They will be treated consistent with the 
United States' traditional practice. 

As you know, my Administration's general policy is to deter 
illegal migration so as to enable us to continue admitting 
legal migrants. With respect to Cuba in particular, one of the 
United States' long-standing objectives has been to regularize 
migration relations. This is important not only to guarantee 
the integrity of our national borders, but also to ensure that 
Cubans do not take to the sea in unseaworthy rafts at great 
peril to their lives. 

Our recent decisions meet these goals. We have vastly 
increased opportunities for legal migration to the United 
States for all Cubans. At least 20,000 Cubans will be admitted 
to the U.S. every year. At the same time, because we cannot 
continue to admit all Cubans who seek to come here, we must 
discourage unauthorized migration. Cuban nationals who reach 
the United States irregularly therefore will be treated as are 
undocumented migrants from other countries. Of course, they 
will be entitled to apply for asylum and we will protect 
genuine refugees. 

Sincerely, 

The Honorable Ileana Ros-Lehtinen 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
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May 4, 1995 'b"J{,1-

The President 
The White Hcuse 
Pax#: 202-456-2604/6220 

Dear Commissioner Maissar: 

I am writin9 you on behalf of th• families of euban nationAls 
who are currently detained by the INS in the United States and who 
have committed no violent act•, but have a stronq dream cf livinq 
in a free democracy as law abidinq residents. 

These family members are very concerned that their relatives 
who have risked 'their lives ct aea, and/or those whc have arr!ved 
in a toreiqn country seekinq rafuqee, may face deportation back to 
their country ot ori9in or to the toreiqn country where they apent 
days or months planninq their reunification with their loved ones 
in the Oni~ed Statea, 

The CUJ:ian nationals who have reached us tarri tcry ana are 
presently detained by the INS should be qiven the opportunity to 
reside in the United States in treac1om anc1 democracy as the 
Guantanamo Cuban nationals 

Theae freedom aeekinq individuals who are already in detention 
tar entarinq the us illeqally should be considered for special 
parole status ae well, and all pendinq deportation proceedinqs 
should be abo~ad. 

I believe 1n our system and trust that these CUbans nationals 
will not be deported DUt rather,w~i be reunited with their family 
members in the very near tutur,P· 

(s~?c rry,,. 
-'C.1Ll~·~· 

IRL/psd 

ileana Ros-Lehtinen 
Member of Ccn;ress 
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