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March 21, 18985

The President
The White House
washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

I urge you to stop the imminent deportations of 15 cuban rafters who
arrived yesterday at the port of Limon in Costa Rica from the ¢rand Cayman
Islande. These Cubans only s£eek freedom away from the tyrannical Castro
regimg. : '

According to press reports, the fifteen Cuban rafrers left the Grand
Cayman Islands, were they have been since last summer, on Friday. The
rafters were forced to leave the Cayman islands because they were only given
the choice of leaving or being returned to Cuba, thus they chose risking
their lives in the ocean rather that being returned to their native homeland
where they would face the repression and cruelty of Fidel Castro.

These ratters only seek a new life of opportunity in freedom. As one of
them wvac quoted of saying, "We can no longer tolerate the regime of Fidel
Castro and we left in search of liberty. Everything one does over there
(Cuba) ie illegal. There ig no liberty in Cuba."

It would be a great tragedy if Costa Rica forces theee Cuban rafters
back to the island prison of Castro. I urge you to do all you can to stop
these jimminent deportations and exhort you to grant them political asylum,

Your urgent attention to this mattgf A1l be greatly apprebiated.
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