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HUMAN RIGHTS ORGANIZATIONS CONDEMN FORCED 
REPATRIATION OF HAITIANS IN GUANTANAMO WITHOUT REFUGEE SCREENING 

Human Rights Watch/Americas and the National Coalition for Haitian Refugees strongly condemn 
Lhe Clinlon adminisLraLion's plans Lo ~egin processing for Lhe forcible repaLriaLion of HaiLians held al Lhe 
U.S. naval base in Guantanamo, Cuba, without allowing them to exercise their right to a full and fair hearing 
to determine their refugee status. In the absence of a fair hearing, genuine refugees may be forcibly 
repatriated in violation of the internationally recognized principle of 11011-refo11/eme11t, which prohibits the 
return of a refugee to a country where he or she may fac·~ persecution. 

"The Clinton administration has an obligation to advise Haitians of their right to a fair hearing to 
detennine refugee status and should initiate such hearings prior to any involuntary repatriation. The U.S. 
should provide for the resettlement of meritorious applicants, in cooperation with the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees," said Jose Miguel Vivanco, Executive Director of Human Rights 
Watch/ Americas. 

Claiming that changed country conditions obviate the need for asylum. U.S. officials informed 
Haitians in Guantanamo in a December 30 statement that those Haitians who did not return voluntarily by 
January 5 would be "required to return." The statement also stipulated that "under no circumstances will any 
HaiLian cunenlly al Guanlanamo be admilled lo Lhe UniLed Slales." The Defense Deparlmenl slaled LhaL 
up to one hundred Haitians will be processed immediately and taken aboard U.S. Coast Guard cutters for 
involuntary repatriation. Those expressing a fear of persecution may request an interview with U.S. officials 
only to determine if they may be temporarily exempted from repatriation and permitted to retain sate haven 
status at Guantanamo indefinitely. U.S. officials say they hope to process and repatriate up to 500 Haitians 
per day. 

"In the absence of a fair hearing with appropriEite procedural safeguards, such screening cannot 
justify the involuntary return of Haitians nor satisfy the international principle prohibiting refoulement. The 
U.S. government is prejudging Haitians' claims for asylum in violation of their due process rights. The result 
is that genuine refugees among the Haitians in Guantanamo are facing imminent forcible return or indefinite 
detention." added Vivanco. Neither organization voiced objections to the return of Haitians determined not 
to be refugees under the 1951 Convention or U.S. refugee law. 

According to the two human rights monitoring organiz.ations, it is premature for the Clinton 
adminislralion Lo make a blank el asserlion Lhal all HaiLians can now safely avail Lhemselves of Lheir 
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government's protection. While conditions in Haiti have unquestionably irr.proved. security for Haitian 
citizens remains tenuous and abuses._have continued. "Without a functioning judiciary, a civilian police force 
capable oflaw enforcement, or disannament of abusive military and paramilitary agents, the situation remains 
volalile and uncerlain, parlicularly in lhe rmal a.reas," said Jocelyn McCalla, Execulive Direclor of lhe 
National Coalition for Haitian Refugees. 

ill ill ill 

Human Rights Watch/Americas was est3blished in 1981 to monitor human rights in Latin America 
and the Caribbean. Jose Miguel Vivanco is executive director and Anne Manuel is associate director. Peter 
D. Bell is the chair of the advisory committee and Stephen L. Kass and Marina Pinto Kaufman are vice 
chairs. 

National Coalition for Haitian Refugees, established in 1982, is composed of forty-seven legal, 
human rights, civil rights. church, labor, and Haitian community organizations working together to seek 
justice for Haitian refugees in the United States and to monitor and promote human rights in Haiti. Its 
executive director is Jocelyn McCalla and its associate director is Anne Fuller. In addition. to periodic 
reports on human rights in Haiti. the NCHR publishes a monthly bulletin on human rights and refugee affairs 
which is available upon request. 


