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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHJNGTON 

Dear Representative Diaz-Balart: 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding the welfare of Cubans 
in safehavens. 

I share many of your concerns and we are seeking to upgrade 
conditions in the camps. In fact, significant improvements have 
already been made. We also have taken a series of humanitarian 
steps, including a review of the status of all children in the 
camps. The Attorney General will parole into the U.S. people 
with urgent medical requirements, unaccompanied young children 
and migrants over the age of 70. We have also launched a major 
effort to persuade other countries to accept a number of Cuban 
migrants. None of these measures can substitute for life in a 
free and prosperous Cuba; together, they begin to address the 
more pressing needs of people currently in safehavens. 

~. 
I am also strongly o view that we had to end the mass exodus 
from Cuba to preven tragic loss of life at sea and to prevent 
another Mariel-type ho~t QXOdY~. We took a firm position, and as 
a result migration rom Cuba to the United States can now take 
place safely and legal migration will increase significantly. 
Moreover, we will maintain our embargo and expand our contacts 
with the people of Cuba, pursuant to Track II of the Cuban 
Democracy Act. I am convinced that a democratic Cuba is the only 
solution to the problems faced by its people. 

Again, thank you for your letter and for sharing your concerns. 
I look forward to continuing to work closely with Congress to 
advance the cause of democracy for Cuba. 

Sincerely, 

The Honorable Lincoln Diaz-Balart 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0921 



THE WHITE HOUSE 
I 

WASHINGTON 

Dear Representative Diaz-Balart: 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding the welfare of Cubans 
in safehavens. 

I share many of your concerns and we are seeking to upgrade 
conditions in the camps. In fact, significant improvements have 
already been made. We also have taken a series of humanitarian 
steps, including a review of the status of all children in the 
camps. The Attorney General will parole into the U.S. people 
with urgent medical requirements, unaccompanied young children 
and migrants over the age of 70. We have also launched a major 
effort to persuade other countries to accept a number of Cuban 
migrants. None of these measures can substitute for life in a 
free and prosperous Cuba; together, they begin to address the 
more pressing needs of people currently in safehavens. 

I am strongly of the view that we had to end the mass exodus 
to prevent tragic loss of e 
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took a firm position, and as a result migration fro Cuba to the 
United States can now take place safely and legal m"gration will 
increase significantly. Moreover, we will maintain our embargo 
and expand our contacts with the people of Cuba, p suant to 
Track II of the Cuban Democracy Act. I d that a 
democratic Cuba is the only solution to s faced by its 
people. 

Again, thank you for your letter and for sharing your concerns. 
I look forward to continuing to work closely wit Congress to 
advance the cause of democracy for Cuba. 

Sincerely, 

The Honorable Lincoln Diaz-Balart 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0921 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 29, 1994 

Dear Representative Diaz-Balart: 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding the welfare of Cubans 
in safehavens. 

I share many of your concerns and we are seeking to upgrade 
conditions in the camps. In fact, significant improvements have 
already been made. We also have taken a series of humanitarian 
steps, including a review of the status of all children in the 
camps. The Attorney General will parole into the U.S. people 
with urgent medical requirements, unaccompanied young children 
and migrants over the age of 70. We have also launched a major 
effort to persuade other countries to accept a number of Cuban 
migrants. None of these measures can substitute for life in a 
free and prosperous Cuba; together, they begin to address the 
more pressing needs of people currently in safehavens. 

I am also strongly of the view that we had to end the mass exodus 
from Cuba to prevent tragic loss of life at sea and to prevent 
another Mariel-type crisis. We took a firm position, and as a 
result migration from Cuba to the United States can now take 
place safely and legal migration will increase significantly. 
Moreover, we will maintain our embargo and expand our contacts 
with the people of Cuba, pursuant to Track II of the Cuban 
Democracy Act. I am convinced that a democratic Cuba is the only 
solution to the problems faced by its people. 

Again, thank you for your letter and for sharing your concerns. 
I look forward to continuing to work closely with Congress to 
advance the cause of democracy for Cuba. 

Sincerely, 

The Honorable Lincoln Diaz-Balart 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 28, 1994 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

Purpose 

ANTHONY LAKE~ 
SUSAN BROPHY s<J:;\~ 0 
Response to Congressional Letter Regarding 
Saf ehavens for Cubans 

8139 

To respond to Congressman Diaz-Balart's letter to you concerning 
the status of Cuban migrants in U.S. safehavens. 

Background 

Congressman Diaz-Balart wrote to you to urge that you put an end 
to the policy of uindefinite detentionu of Cubans in safehavens. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the attached letter (Tab A) to Congressman Diaz­
Balart. 

Attachment 
Tab A Letter to Congressman Diaz-Balart 
Tab B Letter from Congressman Diaz-Balart 



1.INCOLN DIAZ-BALART 
'21 ST,UISTRICT, FLORIDA 

PLEASE REPLY TO: 

COMMITIEE ON 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

WASHINGTON OFFICE: 

'rll"5o9 CANNON HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515-0921 
(202) 225-4211 

COMMITIEE ON 
MERCHANT MARINE 

ANO FISHERIES <ieongrtss of tbt It nittb i>tatts 
0 

DISTRICT OFFICE: 

8525 N.W. 53AD TERRACE 
Sum 102 

MIAMI, FL 33166 
CHAIRMAN 

RRC TASK FORCE ON LATIN AMERICAN 
ANO CARIBBEAN AFFAIRS ~oust of l\tprt5tntatibt5 ~I; 0-fnT.- ~! l 

(305) 4 70-8555 

R_Z; :. I,~ 
Masbington, llci!: 20515-0921 

September 30, 1994 

The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton 
President of the United States of America 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

~; 

During the two years that I have been in Congress as a 
member of the loyal opposition, I have supported initiatives of 
yours when I have considered them to be in the best interests of 
the American people. I have, furthermore, always publicly 
supported your position on the U.S. embargo against the Cuban 
dictatorship. I think that one of the great strengths of our 
system of government is that members of the opposition party such 
as I can respectfully support initiatives in the national 
interest that are proposed by a President of another party. 

That spirit of respect compels me now to point out an area 
where I believe you are engaging in a profoundly incorrect 
policy, Mr. President: The indefinite detention of Cuban 
refugees. 

During the refugee crisis created by Castro this summer 
which ended after the unfortunate termination of the long­
standing American policy of granting asylum to Cubans fleeing 
Communism, over 30,000 Cubans were taken to "safe havens" in 
Guantanamo and Panama, where they remain to this day and where 
they are told they must remain indefinitely or return to Cuba in 
order to seek entry into the United States. Additional hundreds 
remain detained in camps on U.S. soil. 

It is critical, Mr. President, that you not continue to keep 
the Cuban refugees in indefinite detention. Your hard work on 
the Haitian situation gave hope to the Haitian refugees in 
Guantanamo, and they have now begun to return to a better future 
in their country. The Cuban refugees, on the other hand, are not 
being given hope for a free and dignified future, but rather, 
those in Guantanamo and Panama are told they must return to the 
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The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton 
September 30, 1994 
Page 2 

communist state they risked all to leave, in order to seek 
permission to leave it once again. 

It is time to reunite the detained Cuban refugees with their 
families in the United States. Those families in the U.S. would 
doubtless make certain that the refugees do not become a burden 
to our society, and I can assure you that the Cuban-American 
community, if given the opportunity, would make certain that 
those refugees that do not have family members in the United 
States would also not become a public burden. 

I urge you to use the great powers provided to you by the 
laws of the United States to urgently admit the Cuban refugees in 
Guantanamo and Panama into our country and to release those in 
detention on American soil. When future students of history 
study our days, you should be remembered as the President who 
freed thousands of refugees and helped to free Cuba; Not as the 
President who built camps for the indefinite detention of 
innocent people. 

Thanking you for your 

LDB:yf 



ACTION 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20506 

October 18, 1994 

MEMORANDUM FOR ANTHONY LAKE 

THROUGH: 

FROM: 

MORTON HALPERIN rvi,-r 
Pl./'/ 

ROBERT MALLEY 

8139 

SUBJECT: Response to Congressional Letter Regarding 
Saf ehavens for Cubans 

Congressman Diaz-Balart has written to the President, urging him 
to put an end to the policy of uindefinite detention" of Cubans 
in safehavens. 

The attached memorandum to the President recommends that he 
respond with the letter attached at Tab A. 

\ rl/)i ~ 
Concurrence by: Bill Da'fi'vEf:ts, Manuel Rocha 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the memorandum to the President attached at Tab I. 

Attachment 
Tab I Memorandum to the President 

Tab A Letter to Congressman Diaz-Balart 
Tab B Letter from Congressman Diaz-Balart --SJ»--,Q-~1 -
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ACTION 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON 0 C 20506 

October 18, 1994 

MEMORANDUM FOR ANTHONY LAKE 

THROUGH: MORTON 

FROM: ROBERT 

~· r HALPERIN.,;/ 
' 

Pl/) 
MALLEY 

8139 

QJ!v~ J 
10(~ Z---" 

SUBJECT: Response to Congressional Letter Regarding 
Saf ehavens for Cubans 

Congressman Diaz-Balart has written to the President, urging him 
to put an end to the policy of uindefinite detentionu of Cubans 
in safehavens. 

The attached memorandum to the President recommends that he 
respond with the letter attached at Tab A. 

'.~~\ ~ 
Concurrence by: Bill Da'bvers, Manuel Rocha 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the memorandum to the President attached at Tab I. 

Attachment 
Tab I Memorandum to the President 

Tab A Letter to Congressman Diaz-Balart 
Tab B Letter from Congressman Diaz-Balart 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

Purpose 

ANTHONY LAKE 
SUSAN BROPHY 

Response to Congressional Letter Regarding 
Safehavens for Cubans 

To respond to Congressman Diaz-Balart's letter to you concerning 
the status of Cuban migrants in U.S. safehavens. 

Background 

Congressman Diaz-Balart wrote to you to urge that you put an end 
to the policy of "indefinite detention" of Cubans in safehavens. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the attached letter (Tab A) to Congressman Diaz­
Balart. 

Attachment 
Tab A Letter to Congressman Diaz-Balart 
Tab B Letter from Congressman Diaz-Balart 



THE WHITE HOl'SE 

W.-\SHINGTON 

Dear Representative Diaz-Balart: 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding the welfare of Cubans 
in safehavens. 

I share many of your concerns and we are seeking to upgrade 
conditions in the camps. In fact, significant improvements have 
already been made. We also have taken a series of humanitarian 
steps, including a review of the status of all children in the 
camps. The Attorney General will parole into the U.S. people 
with urgent medical requirements, unaccompanied young children 
and migrants over the age of 70. We have also launched a major 
effort to persuade other countries to accept a number of Cuban 
migrants. None of these measures can substitute for life in a 
free and prosperous Cuba; together, they begin to address the 
more pressing needs of people currently in safehavens. 

I am also strongly of the view that we had to end the mass exodus 
from Cuba to prevent tragic loss of life at sea and deny the 
Castro regime the ability to dictate our migration policy. We 
took a firm position, and as a result migration from Cuba to the 
United States can now take place safely and legal migration will 
increase significantly. Moreover, we will maintain our embargo 
and expand our contacts with the people of Cuba, pursuant to 
Track II of the Cuban Democracy Act. I am convinced that a 
democratic Cuba is the only solution to the problems faced by its 
people. 

Again, thank you for your letter and for sharing your concerns. 
I look forward to continuing to work closely with Congress to 
advance the cause of democracy for Cuba. 

Sincerely, 

The Honorable Lincoln Diaz-Balart 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0921 



1.INCOLN DIAZ-BALART 
·11 ST DISTRICT. FLORIDA 

COMMITTEE ON 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

PLEASE REPLY TO: 

WASHINGTON OFFICE: 

Wflll' 509 CANNON HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 

WASHINGTON. DC 20515-0921 
(202) 225-4211 

DISTRICT OFFICE: 
COMMITTEE ON 
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September 30, 1994 

The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton 
President of the United States of America 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

l 
(305) 4 70-8555 

P_Z,:. I,~ 

During the two years that I have been in Congress as a 
member of the loyal opposition, I have supported initiatives of 
yours when I have considered them to be in the best interests of 
the American people. I have, furthermore, always publicly 
supported your position on the U.S. embargo against the Cuban 
dictatorship. I think that one of the great strengths of our 
system of government is that members of the opposition party such 
as I can respectfully support initiatives in the national 
interest that are proposed by a President of another party. 

That spirit of respect compels me now to point out an area 
where I believe you are engaging in a profoundly incorrect 
policy, Mr. President: The indefinite detention of Cuban 
refugees. 

During the refugee crisis created by Castro this summer 
which ended after the unfortunate termination of the long­
standing American policy of granting asylum to Cubans fleeing 
Communism, over 30,000 Cubans were taken to "safe havens" in 
Guantanamo and Panama, where they remain to this day and where 
they are told they must remain indefinitely or return to Cuba in 
order to seek entry into the United States. Additional hundreds 
remain detained in camps on U.S. soil. 

It is critical, Mr. President, that you not continue to keep 
the Cuban refugees in indefinite detention. Your hard work on 
the Haitian situation gave hope to the Haitian refugees in 
Guantanamo, and they have now begun to return to a better future 
in their country. The Cuban refugees, on the other hand, are not 
being given hope for a free and dignified future, but rather, 
those in Guantanamo and Panama are told they must return to the 
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The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton 
September 30, 1994 
Page 2 

communist state they risked all to leave, in order to seek 
permission to leave it once again. 

It is time to reunite the detained Cuban refugees with their 
families in the United States. Those families in the U.S. would 
doubtless make certain that the refugees do not become a burden 
to our society, and I can assure you that the Cuban-American 
community, if given the opportunity, would make certain that 
those refugees that do not have family members in the United 
States would also not become a public burden. 

I urge you to use the great powers provided to you by the 
laws of the United States to urgently admit the Cuban refugees in 
Guantanamo and Panama into our country and to release those in 
detention on American soil. When future students of history 
study our days, you should be remembered as the President who 
freed thousands of refugees and helped to free Cuba; Not as the 
President who built camps for the indefinite detention of 
innocent people. 

Thanking you for your 
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