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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

August 6, 1994

Dear Representative Mica:
Thank you for your recent letter conveying your views on Haiti.

I fully share your concern about the impact a large migration from Haiti could have'on the State
of Florida. We have worked to ensure that others in the region share in the responsibility of
assisting Haitian migrants. We have signed Memoranda of Understanding with St. Lucia,
Dominica and Suriname covering safe havens for Haitian migrants. Antigua and Grenada have
agreed in principle to provide safe havens pending mutually satisfactory arrangements. Panama’s
President-elect has indicated to me that his new government will permit establishment of safe
havens there as soon as he is inaugurated on September 1. In addition, the Central American
heads of state recently declared their determination to explore the possibility of establishing safe
havens in Central America. Since these agreements were reached, the number of Haitian migrants
has dropped dramatically. ‘ '

'While seeking to tighten the sanctions against Haiti to pressure the military regime to step down
and permit the restoration of democracy, I have not excluded any option that may be required to .
protect our interests in Haiti, including the use of force. Before I consider such action, I will
ensure that our strategy maximizes multilateral participation, enables our departure in an orderly
manner after the attainment of clear objectives and gains lasting results that will make the effort
worthwhile. These are the principles underpinning UN Security Council Resolution 940 on Haiti,
enacted July 31. Should I conclude that the use of force is required, I will consult with the
Congress consistent with the War Powers Resolution and operational circumstances.

* Let me also assure you that we have taken precautions to protect U.S. citizens in Haiti. The
military regime understands the consequences of harming U.S. citizens.

I appreciate your taking the time to share your views with me.

Sincerely, _.
m Clrustos

The Honorable John L. Mica
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

ACTION August 4, 199‘1H'AUG.WF PT7: 4B

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT I

|
FROM: ANTHONY LAKETV S i P
SUSAN BROPHY 9§ | l g

SUBIJECT: Letter from Representative Mica on Haiti

Purpose

To respond to Representative Mica’s recent letter on Haiti.

Background

Representative Mica expressed concern about several issues, including the impact of Haitian
refugees on Florida and our policy of offshore asylum processing. His letter also encourages us to
support the lifting of sanctions, warn Haitian authorities not to harm U.S. citizens and rely on
international pressure rather than force to resolve the crisis in Haiti.

Your proposed response notes our successful efforts to establish regional safe havens and the
subsequent decline in the number of persons fleeing Haiti. Your letter also updates
Representative Mica on your position concerning sanctions and the possible use of force and the
significance in this regard of the resolution on Haiti passed by the UN Security Council on

July 31.

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the letter to Representative Mica at Tab A.

Attachments
Tab A Proposed Response to Representative Mica
Tab B Incoming Correspondence

cc: Vice President
Chief of Staff
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20506

August 2, 1994

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR ANTHONY LAKE

THROUGH: RICHARD E. FEINBERG /'\
FROM: EARLE C. BLAKEMAN:{%
SUBJECT: Letter from Representative Mica on Haiti

Representative Mica wrote to the President expressing concern about the numbers of persons
fleeing Haiti and their potential impact on Florida. He also called for ana'end to sanctions and to
the policy of offshore migrant processing announced on June 16 and encouraged the President to
ensure that the human rights of American citizens in Haiti are not violated. He asserted that
international pressure, not military force, should be used to resolve the crisis in Haiti.

Our response updates Representative Mica on current policy and developments, including

agreements to establish regional safe havens and the declining numbers of Haitians who are fleeing
the island.

c.,lb"}t\
Concurrences by: Richard A. Clarke William Danvefs, Larry Rossin /’A

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the Memorandum to the President at Tab I.

Attachments

Tab 1 Memorandum to the President
TabA  Proposed Response to Representative Mica
TabB  Incoming Correspondence
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JOHN L. MICA REPLY TO
7TH DISTRICT, FLORIDA [ 427 Cannon House OFFICE BUILDING
WASHINGTON, DC 20516
COMMITTEE ON PUSLIC WORKS {202) 225-4035
AND TRAMSPORTATION 4
] 237 FerNwooD BLVD.
sociamaTts on e Congress of the Hnited States
SUBCOMMITTEE ON ECONOMIC stﬁbomsm , FERN PARK, FL 32730
GOVERNMENT “PERATIONS EDUﬁB of Rtprtﬂtntatlhtg 1407) 339-8080
SUBCOMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT, ENERGY . @ '5H09 a 840 DELTONA Brvo.
AND NATURAL RESOURCES m h m 9205 ! Qg , SUITE G
SUBCOMMITTEE ON HUMAN RESOURCES as lngtuu’ l . 5 4 DELTONA, FL 32725
AND INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS {407) 860-1499
a 1396 DUNLAWTON AVE.
Suite 2B
July 6, 1994 PORT ORANGE, FL 32127
(904) 756-9798

The Honnrable Bill Clinton
President of the United States
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20501

Dear President Clinton:

The purpose of this letter is to urge you to take several
actions with respect to Haitian policy. As a Member of Congress
from Florida, and someone who has had a long-term interest in
Haiti, I am concerned about the safety of the thousands of people
fleeing Haiti and the impact of this on the State of Florida.

First, I again urge you to lift the sanctions on Haiti. It
is clear by now that the sanctions have failed and are crippling
Haiti. 1In fact, more than a thousand Haitian infants are dying
each month because of the sanctions. Our policy is devastating
the lives of millions of poor Haitians and doing little to impact
the thugs and criminals who have overpowered a gentle people.

Second, your latest June 16 policy of offshore asylum
processing has been a disaster. Clearly, this triggered the mass
exodus of the tens of thousands we've seen in the past few weeks.
I urge you to restore sanity and stability to your policy by
announcing a return to the policy of summarily returning Haitians
picked up on the high seas to their country.

Finally, Mr. President, when you corner a dog, he bites
those closest. There are American citizens and innocent Haitians
who will suffer from your policies. Word should go out that the
United States will seek retribution for any unfair or unjust act
against American citizens. Thugs must be held accountable for
human rights violations. I urge you to refrain from using U.S.
troops, but continue to seek United Nations or international
intervention to bring about the rule of international law and
provisions of the Governors Island agreement.

Please carefully consider these suggestions. When I was
working in the private sector, I was very involved in trying to
restore economic development in Haiti. Until you create economic
stability, this situation will not go away.
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