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President William J. Clinton 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 
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The recent surge in the number of refugees leaving Haiti for 
a dangerous journey at sea is obviously of great concern to the 
United States. According to published reports, the number ot 
Haitians intercepted at sea by the United States Coast Guard has 
increased from an average ot 50 per day to over i,ooo yesterday. 
These vast numbers of re!ugees are placing an unbearable burden on 
our shipboard processing facilities, and they are also creatinq a 
humanitarian crisis. 

It is my understanding that an agreement will soon be reached 
with President Aristide to beam "Radio Democracy" broadcasts to 
Haiti. I urge you to include in those broadcasts a message warning 
Haitian citizens of the dangers they face by leaving their country 
in ri~kety boats at sea. 

It is overwne.lmin9..Ly .Lu \.uc UQ"'4,~ ......... ·--·--- -- -··- _______ _ 

States to reduce the number of refugees leaving Haiti. The 
shipboard processing facilities established by your Administration 
simply cannot handle a flood of refuqees that approaches 1,000 per 
day. It is also questionable whether Florida and other states that 
will become home to those who are granted refugee status can handle 
such large numbers without adequate resources and adequate time to 
prepare. It is therefore essential that the number of people 
leaving Haiti to seek political asylum in the United States be 
reduced to more reasonable levels. 

This is also a grave humanitarian issue. Kost of those who 
are leaving Haiti are doing so in rickety boats with little food 
and water. Indeed, a sizable number of those picked up by the U.S. 
Coast Guard are dehydrated and in need of immediate medical 
attention. Ironically, many of those who are leaving Haiti do not 
understand that they will only obtain political asylum if they have 
been politically persecuted, and not solely because they are living 
in extreme poverty. Haitian citizens must realize that they are 
placing themselves at great risk by taking to the high seas, and 
that adequate resources may not exist to rescue them and properly 
care for them. 
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Mr. President, I applaud you for your decision to beam radio 
~roadcasts to Hditi. Like Radio Free Europe and Radio Marti, the 
new Radio Democracy could be an effective means of brin9ing hope to 
an oppressed people and furtherin9 opposition to a dictctorial 
regime. 

I am dlsc.ppointed, however, that your Administration hes 
apparently agreed to refrain from transmitting a messa9e to 
discoura~e an intlux of refu9ees because of objections from 
President Aristide. This message is essential not only to avert a 
refugee ~risis in our own country, but to protect thousands of 
Haitians !rom a deadly journey at sea. Mr. Aristide should be 
thanking u~ !or our efforts to assist him in this manner, rather 
than issuin9 threats and criticizing Administration policy. 

Hr. President, I urge you to include a stron9 varnin9 to those 
considering a dangerous escape from Haiti in your Radio Democracy 
broadcasts to the island. This is tirmly in the best interest o! 
the United States and it is clearly the correct policy from a 
humanitarian standpoint. 
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ROBERT G. TORRICELLI 
Membor of Con9ress 


