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Volunteer Attorneys For Haitian Justice 

Samuel Berger 
National Security Council 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Berger: 

May 24, 1994 
HAND DELIVERY 

We are writing on behalf of the newly formed Volunteer Attorneys 
for Haitian Justice. This coalition is comprised of civil rights 
groups, bar associations and human rights organizations. It 
includes hundreds of pro bone attorneys and bilingual paralegals 
who are concerned with the plight of Haitian refugees. We are 
prepared to assist the Administration in ensuring fair screening 
procedures for Haitian refugees. Given the efforts of the 
Administration to plan for the overall screening process of Haitian 
refugees, we are requesting a meeting with you, at your very 
earliest convenience, to discus the logistics of implementing this 
essential protection. 

If Haitians are going to be returned to what the President has 
described as conditions of "repression and bloodshed", we must 
utilize safeguards that reduce the risk of error of returning bono 
fide refugees. When the potential consequence of an erroneous 
decision is persecution or death, access to volunteer counsel is 
the bare minimum protection that should be accorded. The attached 
letter, from major law firms in the San Francisco Bay Area, is only 
one example of the commitment of attorneys around the country to 
this principle. 

We commend you for involving the United Nations High 
Commission on Refugees and religious organizations in the 
development of this effort. However, they are not a substitute for 
l.egal counsel in the context of an asylum screening process. An 
accused shoplifter is guaranteed the right to counsel at government 
expense. When volunteer attorneys have agreed, without expense to 
the government, to provide that same counsel for those whose lives 
may be at stake, we are certain that our government will respond 
positivly to this offer. We look forward to working constructively 
with you toward successful implementation of this project. We 
honestly believe that justice for Haitian refugees cannot be 
achieved without it. 

·~~~7 F Randall Robinson ./ 
TransAfrica 
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B rbara R. Arnwine 
Lawyers'Committee for 
Civil Rights Under Law 
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