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NA.T\ONS \JNl'°S 
LE HAUT COMMISSAIRE 
POUR LES REFUGIES 

Mr. President, 

UNrTEC> NATIONS 

THE HIGH COMMISSIONER 
FOR REFUGEES 

C11e po1tale 2600 
CH-1211 Gon6vo 2 D'pOt 
Sui1H 

3 June 1994 

It was a great honour and privilege to be able to meet you during my official 
visit to Washington. I · would like to ..expreiS,. orice. ~~n, my sincere 

. appreciation .. for the fundamc:ntal change in the policy of ... the United States 
. towards Haitian asylum seekers that you announced on 8 May 1994._ Upholding the 

basic principles of international refugee protection is the prime objective of 
my Office and I am confident that I can count on the continued leadership of 
the United States in this re~ard. 

Being fully aware of the dilemma the United States faces with regard to the 
outflow of Haitian boat people and of the very complex nature of the Haitian 
refugee issue, .l "'OY1'1 like to...as£ure y.ou .. tha~ __ 111,y Office will be cooperating to 

.the fullest ~:x:tent possible Y.'.ith your Administration to·· ·en~ure the · successful 
implementatio!} of the new policy. · 

. I. have appointed a special envoy for Haiti, Mr. Kofi Asomani, who will be 
_closely coordinating our policy with your AdminJstraHQ!h We have held useful 
and encouraging discussions with your Special Envoy, Mr: .... wmiam Gray, and we 
believe we are off to a very good start. For my part, I will personally see to 
it that all efforts will be made to encourage other countries to participate in 
and provide support for the new United States policy. 

May I also take this opportunity to register my gratitude for the excellent 
logistical and technical support provided to UNHCR by the United States 
Department of Defense, particularly in our humanitarian assistance operations 
in the former Yugoslavia and now on behalf of refugees from Rwanda. The 
Department of Defense's efforts have eased the suffering of hundreds of 
thousands of refugees and displaced persons. In addition, I should like to 

.~re.ss __ .my ... deepes.t apprec~ahon for Jiu:.. .. .substantial politi~al and .. financial 
support which you and your. Government have provided ··for. refugee situations 

· ar®nd_ .the· .\V.0~~4. Your continued support and leadership make a substantial ' 
difference for millions of refugees and people at risk. 

Accept, Mr. President, the assurances of my highest consideration . 
• 

IJ.,14'1., 4ec Z. (&n' ..R,.. 

The Honorable William J. Clinton 
President 

• 

Sadako Ogata 

The White House 
Washington, DC 
USA 
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