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fED GORDON;r/Jiello. everyone. I'm Ed Gordon. Welcome to the Roosevelt 
Room in the White House. Today a group of African Americans from across the 
country w i l l meet face to face with President B i l l Clinton. They w i l l be 
discussing the president's domestic policy agenda as i t concerns the black 
community. 

Mr. President, thanks for coming i n . F i r s t , I get my crack at you before 
we turn i t over to these folks. Let me ask you, with l e s s than now a week 
away from the elections — you've been on the stump for the l a s t week and a 
half and w i l l leave us today and continue and 
I suspect right down to the l a s t days — one of the things that we are hearing 
as I t r a v e l across the country and we get c a l l s into Black Entertainment 
Television i s a concern of African Americans that perhaps, p a r t i c u l a r l y with 
what's on the l i n e . Democrats haven't been reaching out to blacks as they 
hope. What would your thought be on that? 

PRESIDENT CLINTON: Well, I can't speak about what the l o c a l candidates 
are doing, because i t may d i f f e r from state to state, but I can say for sure 
that nationally we have continued to do that. The Democratic Party has had a 
massive outreach program. Reverend Jackson's traveling a l l around the country 
now, going to r a l l i e s every day in a very — in a way that we have coordinated 
between my schedule, the vice president, h i s . We're a l l trying to h i t the 
right places. 

And we've got a r e a l story to t e l l about what we've done here the l a s t two 
years and about what's at stake in t h i s election. And the Republican 



candidates are f a r — on balance tend to be f a r more extreme right-wingers 
than they have been i n the past, tend to be people who say that anything the 
government does i s e v i l and bad, and there's a l o t on the l i n e i n t h i s 
election. We have made — t h i s country's i n better shape than i t was 21 
months ago. I t ' s economically i n better shape. We are moving here to t r y to 
address some of the concerns that working families have that especially impact 
the African-American community i n America. 

So I'm hoping that i n the l a s t seven days we w i l l r e a l l y get a l o t of 
energy out there and the voter turnout w i l l go up, as I think t h i s election — 
so many of these elections are so close they're going to be determined by 
which side turns out. That's r e a l l y what's going to turn i t — who shows up 
to vote. I n 1992, we had an astronomical turnout. There are — I was — 
every time I go t o a state I l i k e at the voting records from '92, and I see 
that there are whole states or congressional d i s t r i c t s where President Bush, 
for example, i n winning the election i n 1988 with 54 percent of the vote got 
exactly the same vote i n 1992 i n that congressional d i s t r i c t , didn't lose any 
votes, but there were so many more votes f o r me, f o r Mr. Perot. The American 
people got involved. 

And then f o r two years, you know, they get t o l d every night on the sort of 
ainstream media and then by a l o t of the kind of attack radio f o l k how bad 

things are up here, and people get t h e i r enthusiasm dampened. But there's a 
l o t going on here. There's a l o t going on that relates to people out i n the 
heartland. And that's going to be our message t h i s l a s t week. 

MR. GORDON: I f I can pick up on something that you suggested, even 
Reverend Jackson has said, though, that he doesn't f e e l that he's being 
u t i l i z e d t o his f u l l p o t e n t i a l i n terms of getting upwards to I think i t i s 
now eight m i l l i o n unregistered black voters, and the f a c t i s i n '92 you did 
get a whole l o t of votes, p a r t i c u l a r l y from the African-American community. 
And there i s a question as to whether or not t h i s country, c e r t a i n l y as you 
suggested the Republican Party, and even now a thought of the Democratic 
Party — and I know you've been f i g h t i n g t h i s f o r a long time — moving to 
the r i g h t and blacks are the only group that are staying to the l e f t and 
staying, i f we can put the tag on i t , l i b e r a l . 

PRESIDENT CLINTON: Well, I basically don't agree, though, with that 
formulation of i t . F i r s t of a l l , l e t me say that i n t h i s year we — most of 
the money we raised we gave to the candidates f o r the f i r s t 
time. Next year I think we'll have to go back and do a l o t more voter 

r e g i s t r a t i o n . Mayor Archer i n Detroit — I was with him yesterday — they 
r gistered 50,000 more people i n Detroit. They have sent out 50,000 absentee 
b a l l o t s . They've already gotten 30,000 back. So a l o t of our leaders at the 
grass roots l e v e l , the mayors especially, are working hard on t h i s . Next year 
I think we'll have to do more. 

But what I think we've got to do i s the Democrats need to stay with our 
base voters. They need to stay with African Americans. They need to stay 
with Hispanics. They need to stay with blue-collar white voters. They need 
to stay with the small business people, the kind of people that have always 
been fo r us. And we need to do i t , and we can s t i l l appeal t o the undecided 
voters, the people that voted f o r Perot, because there i s a way to invest more 
in our children, i n our economy, i n our inner c i t i e s , and s t i l l cut the size 
of government, be tough on crime, and have a strong foreign policy. 

And what we've got t o do i s to get that message out and then t r y to get 
people t o have enough f a i t h i n us to keep going i n t h i s d i r e c t i o n u n t i l i t 
affects t h e i r l i v e s . One of the reasons that the s i t t i n g president's party 
almost always loses seats i n Congress at midterm — i f you look i n the whole 



20th century, there's only been one election — Franklin Roosevelt in 1934 — 
when the sitting president's party did not lose seats in at least one house of 
Congress. Only one. Why? Because people are f u l l of hope at the election, 
and then at midterm, even i f the president has accomplished 
a great deal, they may not have f e l t i t in their own lives. 
-END-OF-AUTOBREAK(1)-
-AUTOBREAK(2)-FOLLOWS 
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MR. GORDON: But you s i t with the possibility of losing at this point both 
houses. 
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X X X (Announcement.) 

MR. GORDON: Continuing our discussion with President B i l l Clinton about 
the issues that concern and are germane to the African- American community. 

One of the things that you said before, before we went t o break, was the 
id a that the public needs to know who to vote f o r and what's going t o be done 
for them. One of the things that we continue to read, and as I t r a v e l the 
country I t a l k t o people from Los Angeles to New York, that i t r e a l l y doesn't 

t t e r i f a Democrat i s i n the White House or a Republican i s i n the White 
House nowadays, p a r t i c u l a r l y f o r African Americans, because — and I know you 
b r i s t l e at t h i s , but some have joked you've been the best Republican president 
i n the l a s t 20 years. 

PRESIDENT CLINTON: Well, they're wrong, they're wrong. You want to s t a r t 
— i t matters th a t we've got more than twice as many African Americans i n the 
Cabinet and high government positions than any president i n h i s t o r y . I t 
matters that i n two years I appointed more than twice as many African 
Americans to the federal bench, who w i l l be making decisions i n court case 
af t e r court case a f t e r court case, f o r decades. I appointed more than twice 
as many African Americans to the bench than Presidents Reagan, Carter and Bush 
combined. That makes a difference. 

I t matters whether we enforce the Voting Rights Act. I t matters whether 
we enforce the anti-discrimination provisions. I t matters whether we pass 
family and medical leave f o r working people so they can have some time o f f 
without g e t t i n g f i r e d when t h e i r babies are born or t h e i r parents are dead — 
or sick. And the past president vetoed i t twice. I got i t through the 
Congress and I signed i t . 

These things matter. I t matters whether you've got 4.6 m i l l i o n new jobs 
or you're losing jobs. I t matters that i n 1994 we've got more high-wage jobs 
coming i n t o t h i s economy than i n the previous f i v e years combined. And that's 
what I'm t e l l i n g you. The c i t i z e n s of t h i s country get sucker-punched over 
and over and over again by people who make money pedaling cynicism, and i f 
they f a l l f o r i t , they cannot blame the president or the Congress. The people 
are the bosses i n t h i s country and i t ' s time they stopped blaming everybody 
else f o r what they don't know, and going out there and f i n d i n g out what are 
the f acts, what are the differences, and voting on i t . They cannot blame 
other people when they make statements l i k e t h a t , which are f o o l i s h . 

Now, you may think — I think the Republicans ought to think I'm 
a good Republican president. Why? Because we're taking the federal 
government t o i t s smallest size since Kennedy, we're reducing the d e f i c i t for 
three years i n a row f o r the f i r s t time since Truman, we passed a tough crime 
b i l l that was also smart, and we've got a strong economy and a strong foreign 
policy. I f I were a Republican, they would be building a statue to me and 
urging everybody to vote f o r my members of Congress instead of what they're 
doing. 

But because we l i v e i n an age where i f you can buy your way onto the 
airwaves you can say anything, you don't have to be held accountable, they are 
making a race out of t h i s . 

MR. GORDON: Let me t h i s t r y , because every time — 



PRESIDENT CLINTON: But fo r you to say i t doesn't make any difference i s 
ju s t wrong. 

MR. GORDON: I didn't say t h i s , and every time I say that and put i t on 
the table I wonder i f I'm going t o get my i n v i t a t i o n to the Christmas party 
here. 

PRESIDENT CLINTON: No — 

MR. GORDON: But l e t me t r y t h i s — l e t me t r y t h i s — 

PRESIDENT CLINTON: No, but I gave you the facts. 

MR. GORDON: Let me t r y t h i s . When you see t h i s zeal, that obviously t h i s 
upsets you — 

PRESIDENT CLINTON: What i f you thought — 

MR. GORDON: — a l o t of African Americans are looking at what i s coming 
up with the Supreme Court. 

MORE 
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X X X Supreme Court. 
We're looking at race-based solution cases that they're f i n d i n g with the 

construction companies. We saw the University of Maryland was struck down for 
black scholarships recently with the federal appeals court, and whether or not 
that's going t o send a signal across the nation. 

PRESIDENT CLINTON: We stood up for minority-based scholarships. 

MR. GORDON: Yeah, but people want — 

PRESIDENT CLINTON: I t matters who i s the president. Some do, some don't. 

MR. GORDON: Well, l e t ' s look at that . Did you stand up — the question 
would be, did you stand up loud enough? 

PRESIDENT CLINTON: Well, a l l I know i s no president i n hi s t o r y ever has 
had anything t h a t approaches the record I do on empowering African Americans 
and involving them i n doing things — 

MR. GORDON: Are you concerned with what you see when you see these things 
f a l l i n g by the wayside? 

PRESIDENT CLINTON: Sure. Sure. But l e t me ask you something. But l e t ' s 
look at t h i s — l e t ' s go back t o whether i t makes a difference or not. People 
have got to make up t h e i r minds — another thing they have t o make up t h e i r 
mind about i s how much difference i n what time frame can any person make i n 
the White House? The social problems that are a f f l i c t i n g a l o t of our 
coimnunities, the breakdown of the families, the communities, the l o s t jobs, 
the r i s e of crime and violence, t h i s s t u f f has been developing f o r 30 years. 
The Republicans have been i n o f f i c e 20 of the l a s t 26 years and fo r the la s t 
12 years. I have been here 21 months. We are moving i n the r i g h t d i r e c t i o n . 
That's my argument, and I think i t ' s a pre t t y compelling argument. 

MR. GORDON: You knew coming i n , though, that you were going t o have to 
run a quick race and people weren't going t o j u s t s i t and give you the time 
that perhaps you needed. 

PRESIDENT CLINTON: No, I knew coming i n that people who f i g h t f o r change 
i n t h i s country always wind up getting i n trouble because the people who are 
against you f i g h t you l i k e crazy and the people that are fo r you are always 
tent a t i v e u n t i l they f e e l the re s u l t s . So 
i t ' s — when you're t r y i n g to f i g h t f o r change, you've got to be w i l l i n g to 

be unpopular t o be responsible. 

MR. GORDON: Should African Americans be concerned with what they see? I f 
you look at headlines — you look at the book "The Be l l Curve" and what's 
being said, I mean, you look at — the USA Today today suggested that there 
a l l of these undertones of r a c i a l code words being used with the elections. 

MORE 
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X X X elections. 
I t seems to me just as a moral leadership issue, should you step up and 

suggest to this country we've got to start dealing with race and get i t out on 
the table. We don't like to talk about i t . 

PRESIDENT CLINTON: Well, I think we should and I think that I should a l l 
the time. Last night I was in Cleveland and I was standing in an 
African-American church, Antioch Baptist Church, and I talked about what the 
Republican House leader, Mr. Gingrich, said — said they wanted to make me 
look like the enemy of normal Americans and the only safe place I could speak 
was to a black audience in American. And I said that this country would be a 
lot better off i f every public o f f i c i a l f e l t as comfortable in that church as 
I did. 

Every time I give a speech I talk about our — the strength of our 
diversity; that one of the best things about what we did in Haiti was that 
America i s the only country that could go into Haiti and produce a couple 
hundred Haitian-American soldiers that could be down there speaking Creole to 
the people of Haiti as we prepared the way for President Aristide to come 
back. The American — a lot of, I think a lot of people, a lot of white 
voters have been alienated by the problems in their own l i f e and the inability 
of the government to make a difference in their own l i f e and so extreme 
right-wing forces are tel l i n g i t ' s a l l because the government tried too hard 
to help the minorities. They're wrong. The minorities are not helped very 
much either and what I've got to t e l l the majority population of this country 
i s that our diversity i s a source of strength; we're either going forward 
together or we're going to f a l l behind together and this whole business about 
we should be divided by race i s crazy. I t helps the Republicans in election 
years but i t ' s a lousy way to run the country. 

MR. GORDON: Address the criticism for me as you move toward election time 
because i t doesn't just speak to you as a person, i t speaks to politicians in 
general that the fact that you feel comfortable in a black church i s a l l well 
and good yet some of the rhetoric that you may give speaks to some of the same 
code words that they're concerned about: Reformed Welfare as we know i t . Many 
people suggest that the crime b i l l was a l l well and good but i t wasn't remedy 
based. 

PRESIDENT CLINTON: But I believe f i r s t of a l l — let me answer both of 
them. 

MR. GORDON: Please do. 

PRESIDENT CLINTON: F i r s t of a l l , I believe almost 90 percent of the 
people in the African-American community are dissatisfied with the Welfare 
system. 

MORE 
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I t seems to me j u s t as a moral leadership issue, should you step up and 

suggest t o t h i s country we've got t o s t a r t dealing with race and get i t out on 
the table. We don't l i k e t o t a l k about i t . 

PRESIDENT CLINTON: Well, I think we should and I think that I should a l l 
the time. Last night I was i n Cleveland and I was standing i n an 
African-American church, Antioch Baptist Church, and I talked about what the 
Republican House leader, Mr. Gingrich, said — said they wanted t o make me 
look l i k e the enemy of normal Americans and the only safe place I could speak 
was t o a black audience i n American. And I said that t h i s country would be a 
l o t better o f f i f every public o f f i c i a l f e l t as comfortable i n that church as 
I did. 

Every time I give a speech I t a l k about our — the strength of our 
d i v e r s i t y ; t h a t one of the best things about what we did i n H a i t i was that 
America i s the only country that could go in t o H a i t i and produce a couple 
hundred Haitian-American soldiers that could be down there speaking Creole to 
the people of H a i t i as we prepared the way for President A r i s t i d e t o come 
back. The American — a l o t of, I think a l o t of people, a l o t of white 
voters have been alienated by the problems i n t h e i r own l i f e and the i n a b i l i t y 
of the government t o make a difference i n t h e i r own l i f e and so extreme 
right-wing forces are t e l l i n g i t ' s a l l because the government t r i e d too hard 
to help the mi n o r i t i e s . They're wrong. The minorities are not helped very 
much either and what I've got to t e l l the majority population of t h i s country 
i s that our d i v e r s i t y i s a source of strength; we're either going forward 
together or we're going t o f a l l behind together and t h i s whole business about 
we should be divided by race i s crazy. I t helps the Republicans i n election 
years but i t ' s a lousy way to run the country. 

MR. GORDON: Address the c r i t i c i s m f o r me as you move toward election time 
because i t doesn't j u s t speak t o you as a person, i t speaks t o p o l i t i c i a n s i n 
general th a t the fa c t that you f e e l comfortable i n a black church i s a l l well 
and good yet some of the rh e t o r i c that you may give speaks t o some of the same 
code words tha t they're concerned about: Reformed Welfare as we know i t . Many 
people suggest th a t the crime b i l l was a l l well and good but i t wasn't remedy 
based. 

PRESIDENT CLINTON: But I believe f i r s t of a l l ~ l e t me answer both of 
them. 

MR. GORDON: Please do. 

PRESIDENT CLINTON: F i r s t of a l l , I believe almost 90 percent of the 
people i n the African-American community are d i s s a t i s f i e d with the Welfare 
system. 
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X X X elections. 
I t seems to me just as a moral leadership issue, should you step up and 

suggest to this country we've got to start dealing with race and get i t out on 
the table. We don't like to talk about i t . 

PRESIDENT CLINTON: Well, I think we should and I think that I should a l l 
the time. Last night I was in Cleveland and I was standing in an 
African-American church, Antioch Baptist Church, and I talked about what the 
Republican House leader, Mr. Gingrich, said — said they wanted to make me 
look like the enemy of normal Americans and the only safe place I could speak 
was to a black audience in American. And I said that this country would be a 
lot better off i f every public o f f i c i a l f e l t as comfortable in that church as 
I did. 

Every time I give a speech I talk about our — the strength of our 
diversity; that one of the best things about what we did in Haiti was that 
i erica i s the only country that could go into Haiti and produce a couple 
hundred Haitian-American soldiers that could be down there speaking Creole to 
the people of Haiti as we prepared the way for President Aristide to come 
back. The American — a lot of, I think a lot of people, a lot of white 
voters have been alienated by the problems in their own l i f e and the inability 
of the government to make a difference in their own l i f e and so extreme 
right-wing forces are telling i t ' s a l l because the government tried too hard 
to help the minorities. They're wrong. The minorities are not helped very 
much either and what I've got to t e l l the majority population of this country 
i s that our diversity i s a source of strength; we're either going forward 
together or we're going to f a l l behind together and this whole business about 
we should be divided by race i s crazy. I t helps the Republicans in election 
years but i t ' s a lousy way to run the country. 

MR. GORDON: Address the criticism for me as you move toward election time 
because i t doesn't just speak to you as a person, i t speaks to politicians in 
general that the fact that you feel comfortable in a black church i s a l l well 
and good yet some of the rhetoric that you may give speaks to some of the same 
code words that they're concerned about: Reformed Welfare as we know i t . Many 
people suggest that the crime b i l l was a l l well and good but i t wasn't remedy 
based. 

PRESIDENT CLINTON: But I believe f i r s t of a l l — let me answer both of 
them. 

MR. GORDON: Please do. 

PRESIDENT CLINTON: F i r s t of a l l , I believe almost 90 percent of the 
people in the African-American community are dissatisfied with the Welfare 
system. 

MORE 

**** fi l e d by:RB—(—) on 11/02/94 at 14:27EST **** 
**** printed by:WHPR(SCOH) on 11/02/94 at 17:49EST **** 



BC-BET-CLINTON 7THADD t7777 
The Federal News Reuter Transcript Service 

X X X (Announcements.) 

MR. GORDON: Welcome with the White House, speaking face t o face with 
President B i l l Clinton. We are now being joined by a group of 
African-Americans from across the country who are chomping at the b i t to ask 
the president some questions. They a l l have concerns, and they'd l i k e t o 
address the president. 

I w i l l remind them on the a i r that we want t o make t h i s very quick i n 
terms of the conciseness of your questions so we can get as many questions i n 
as possible, and I w i l l defer t o age, wisdom and the old adage of ladies 
f i r s t , and go t o Annie Hughes (sp), who i s a senior c i t i z e n from Miami, 
Florida, and a great-grandmother, and you're up. 

PRESIDENT CLINTON: Good for you. 

MS. HUGHES (sp): Right. Mr. President, my biggest concern, of course, 
you know, would be senior c i t i z e n s , and I do work with senior c i t i z e n s every 
day. And they are — I don't know because I haven't read i t , but they have 
kept t e l l i n g me that Social Security i s not getting a raise t h i s year and that 
I'm a f r a i d i t ' s going t o be cut. And I want t o know what — l i k e I said, I 
haven't read i t , so I want t o know what can you t e l l me about that? 

PRESIDENT CLINTON: Social Security i s not going t o be cut, and the 
c o s t - o f - l i v i n g increase w i l l go through. The problem i s that the Republicans 
say i f they get control of Congress, they're going t o give 
a big tax increase t o wealthy people, small tax increase t o other working 
people, increase defense spending and balance the budget. The only way they 
can do that i s to cut everything else 20 percent across the board, including 
Social Security. I t would be a disaster. I t would be a $2,000-cut i n Social 
Security, $l,800-cut i n Medicare, on average, f o r every c i t i z e n i n America. 

I f they say they won't do that, then what they're t e l l i n g us i s they're 
going t o do r i g h t what they did i n the '80s — they're going t o explode the 
d e f i c i t , send our jobs overseas, and put our economy i n the d i t c h . So what 
we've been pointing out i s you can't go to the voters and make a l l these wild 
promises, j u s t promise people anything. Promise tax — they're going to cut 
taxes, increase spending and balance the budget. The only way to do that i s 
to cut Social Security. 

So what I've been saying i s that i t ' s — a good reason t o vote f o r the 
Democrats i n t h i s election i s that we know that we have t o 
keep Social Security sound, we have t o keep i t healthy, but the t r u t h i s 

that Social Security costs, as a percentage of our national income, are the 
same today as they were 20 years ago. Our problem with the federal d e f i c i t i s 
the exploding cost of health care, not Social Security, and i t ' s a mistake to 
take i t out of Social Security and scare a l o t of the elderly people i n the 
country j u s t t o make promises t o other voters. 
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MR. GORDON: Welcome with the White House, speaking face t o face with 
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I w i l l remind them on the a i r that we want t o make t h i s very quick i n 
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I'm a f r a i d i t ' s going t o be cut. And I want t o know what — l i k e I said, I 
haven't read i t , so I want t o know what can you t e l l me about that? 
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c o s t - o f - l i v i n g increase w i l l go through. The problem i s that the Republicans 
say i f they get control of Congress, they're going t o give 
a big tax increase t o wealthy people, small tax increase t o other working 
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can do that i s t o cut everything else 20 percent across the board, including 
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promises, j u s t promise people anything. Promise tax — they're going t o cut 
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the exploding cost of health care, not Social Security, and i t ' s a mistake to 
take i t out of Social Security and scare a l o t of the elderly people i n the 
country j u s t t o make promises t o other voters. 

MORE 

**** f i l e d by:RB~(—) on 11/02/94 at 14:33EST **** 
**** printed by:WHPR(SCOH) on 11/02/94 at 17:49EST **** 



BC-BET-CLINTON 7THADD t7777 
The Federal News Reuter Transcript Service 

X X X (Announcements.) 

MR. GORDON: Welcome with the White House, speaking face t o face with 
President B i l l Clinton. We are now being joined by a group of 
African-Americans from across the country who are chomping at the b i t to ask 
the president some questions. They a l l have concerns, and they'd l i k e to 
address the president. 

I w i l l remind them on the a i r that we want t o make t h i s very quick i n 
terms of the conciseness of your questions so we can get as many questions i n 
as possible, and I w i l l defer t o age, wisdom and the old adage of ladies 
f i r s t , and go to Annie Hughes (sp), who i s a senior c i t i z e n from Miami, 
Florida, and a great-grandmother, and you're up. 

PRESIDENT CLINTON: Good f o r you. 

MS. HUGHES (sp): Right. Mr. President, my biggest concern, of course, 
you know, would be senior c i t i z e n s , and I do work with senior c i t i z e n s every 
day. And they are — I don't know because I haven't read i t , but they have 
kept t e l l i n g me that Social Security i s not getting a raise t h i s year and that 
I'm a f r a i d i t ' s going t o be cut. And I want to know what — l i k e I said, I 
haven't read i t , so I want t o know what can you t e l l me about that? 

PRESIDENT CLINTON: Social Security i s not going t o be cut, and the 
c o s t - o f - l i v i n g increase w i l l go through. The problem i s that the Republicans 
say i f they get control of Congress, they're going t o give 
a big tax increase t o wealthy people, small tax increase t o other working 
people, increase defense spending and balance the budget. The only way they 
can do that i s t o cut everything else 20 percent across the board, including 
Social Security. I t would be a disaster. I t would be a $2,000-cut i n Social 
Security, $l,800-cut i n Medicare, on average, f o r every c i t i z e n i n America. 

I f they say they won't do tha t , then what they're t e l l i n g us i s they're 
going t o do r i g h t what they did i n the 'SOs — they're going t o explode the 
d e f i c i t , send our jobs overseas, and put our economy i n the d i t c h . So what 
we've been pointing out i s you can't go to the voters and make a l l these wild 
promises, j u s t promise people anything. Promise tax — they're going t o cut 
taxes, increase spending and balance the budget. The only way to do that i s 
to cut Social Security. 

So what I've been saying i s that i t ' s — a good reason to vote f o r the 
Democrats i n t h i s election i s that we know that we have to 
keep Social Security sound, we have to keep i t healthy, but the t r u t h i s 

that Social Security costs, as a percentage of our national income, are the 
same today as they were 20 years ago. Our problem with the federal d e f i c i t i s 
the exploding cost of health care, not Social Security, and i t ' s a mistake to 
take i t out of Social Security and scare a l o t of the elderly people i n the 
country j u s t t o make promises t o other voters. 

MORE 

**** f i l e d by:RB—(—) on 11/02/94 at 14:33EST **** 
**** printed by:WHPR(SCOH) on 11/02/94 at 17:49EST **** 



BC-BET-CLINTON IITHADD t7777 
The Federal News Reuter Transcript Service 

X X X there. 

MR. GORDON: Okay. Let me do this, let me take a break. We'll put the 
minutes on the back end, we'll get on this side of the room and we'll be back 
in just a moment. 

(Announcements.) 

MR. GORDON: Continuing our discussion with President B i l l Clinton here 
in the Roosevelt Room of the White House with a group of African-Americans 
from across country. 

We'll not go to Dr. Emma Schapel (sp) who i s founder and president of the 
United Bank of Philadelphia in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

Q Well, thank you and how are you, Mr. President? 

I was listening to a l l of the things that you've talked about and 
I have to commend you on the tremendous job, in my view, that you have done in 
your almost two years that you have been in office and especially, especially 
with respect to small businesses and to the Community Development Financial 
Institution Act which of course directly affects United Bank of Philadelphia. 

But one of the things, the challenges that I think i s before you i s that 
we are very much aware of your commitment and particularly your commitment to 
the African-American community. But what happens i s that that does not 
marshal down, i t does not f i l t e r down to many of the bureaucrats who want to 
keep business as usual. We had a lot of difficulty with the RTC and there was 
just a study done, in-house study done by GSA about the inequities in our 
community. I would like to propose the idea of an equity audit. There's a 
young man by the name of B i l l Miller in Philadelphia who i s a small 
businessman who created the idea of the concept of an equity audit whereby 
you could evaluate departments and agencies, commissions and boards and 
actually have as part of their f i s c a l documentation an audit report on how 
much business has been given to the African-American community and so I would 
hope that you would be interested in considering that and you must t i e in the 
budget department to make sure that the budget department — that they're in 
sync with one another. 

PRESIDENT CLINTON: I w i l l look into that. You know, in September — 

Q By the way, the governor — both governor candidates in 
Pennsylvania have already committed to doing this. They like the idea. 

PRESIDENT CLINTON: I t ' s an interesting idea. In September, I issued 
another executive order to a l l my agencies on these issues because I was 
afraid that a lot of these departments we're not implementing the laws that 
were on the books, that had been on the books through Republican and 
Democratic presidents alike. And I think you're right; I w i l l look into this 
and I ' l l get back to you on i t . 

Q And i t take an executive order. Thank you very much. 
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SUPPORTING PEACE IN NORTHEKN IKEliAND 

The united state.<5 attache;? great importance t o the search 
t o r peace and r e c o n c i l i a t i o n i n Northern I r e l a n d , both i n the 
context of our world-wide commitment t o end t e r r o r i s m and our 
desire t o piomote democratic s o l u t i o n s to c o n f l i c t s . Our close 
boncis of h i s t o r y , c u l t u r e and t r a d i t i o n w i t h I r e l a n d and the 
united Kingdom provide us w i t h a unique r o i e i n helping t o 
richieve those goals. 

we have encouraged and supported the courageous effort,s of 
I r i s h Pr.i.me Ministe r A l b e r t Reynolds and b r i t i s h Prime M i n i s t e r 
John Major to e s t a b l i s h a new framework f o r peace and Justice i n 
Northern I r e l a n d . For the f i r s t time i n a generation, both 
Republican and L o y a l i s t p a r a m i l i t a r i e s have declared cease-fires. 
Each day t h a t passes without t e r r o r i s m strengthens the hope t h a t 
the bomb and the b u l l e t are gone f o r good from the p o l i t i c s of 
Ir e l a n d . 

The President ha.«! pledged t o do a l l he can t o support the 
b u i l d i n g of peace i n Northern I r e l a n d . The unite d States wants 
to do i t s part to ensure th a t peace brings to I r e l a n d new 
op p o r t u n i t i e s f o r job growth and economic p r o s p e r i t y , which i n 
tur n w i l l help ensure t h a t t h i s newfound peace i s a st a b l e and 
i a e t i n g one, 

The promise of peace w i l l allow Americans t o b u i l d on the 
strong business, trade, p o l i t i c a l and c u l t u r a l l i n k s we already 
enjoy w i t h I r e l a n d , north and south. The united States i s the 
most important source of i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y mobile inve.9tment i n 
Northern I r e l a n d and i n the Republic. Forty U.S. companies are 
already operating i n Northern I r e l a n d , p r o v i d i n g some 9,000 jobs. 
In a d d i t i o n , the Administration s t r o n g l y supports the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l hund f o r I r e l a n d , which funds a broad range of 
economic and s o c i a l development p r o j e c t s . 

This present opportunity f o r l a s t i n g peace i n I r e l a n d i s the 
chance of a generation; i t must be seized and supported. The 
President therefore has d i r e c t e d his Adm i n i s t r a t i o n t o undertake 
the f o l l o w i n g i n i t i a t i v e s i n the coming months t o increase our 
support f o r the p o l i t - i o a l and economic r e v i t a l i z a t i o n of Northern 
I r e l a n d and the border countries: 



white House conterence t o r Trade and Investment 

The President w i l l host a White House Conference f o r Trade 
and investment i n I r e l a n d . The Conference i s planned f o r A p r i l 
1995 i n Philadelphia, He has i n s t r u c t e d the Department of s t a t e 
to name a coordinator t o work w i t h Secretary Brown and his s t a f f , 
the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Fund f o r I r e l a n d , the I r i s h and B r i t i s h 
governments and p r i v a t e sector and p o l i t i c a l groups t o organize 
and support the conference. The President looks forward t o 
p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n t h i s Conference, which w i l l aim t o show U.S. 
companies that sustained peace i s d r a m a t i c a l l y improving business 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s on the i s l a n d of I r e l a n d and, p a r t i c u l a r l y , in 
Northern I r e l a n d and the border counties. American businesses 
should be i n on the ground f l o o r of these new o p p o r t u n i t i e s ; t h i n 
w i l l be good f o r us and good f o r I r i s h peace and r e c o n c i l i a t i o n . 

Commerce Secretory Drown t o attend B e l f a s t Investment Conference 

CoHuuerce Secretary Ron Brown w i l l t r a v e l t o B e l f a s t i n 
December 1994 t o lead the U.S. delegation t o Prime M i n i s t e r 
Major'.s inve.stment Conference f o r Northern I r e l a n d , where the 
President has i n s t r u c t e d him t o I d e n t i f y concrete new 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r increased business l i n k s between Northern 
I r e l a n d and the U.S. Secretary Brown w i l l also t r a v e l t o Dublin 
for c o n s u l t a t i o n s . In both c i t i e s , he w i l l prepare the 
groundwork f o r the White House Conference f o r Trade and 
Investment i n I r e l a n d . The President has also asked secretary 
Brown t o present the new i n i t i a t i v e s ne i d e n t i f i e s at the White 
House Conference i n A p r i l . 

Increased funding for the IFJ 

The President i s committed t o continued strong U.S. support 
f o r the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Fund f o r I r e l a n d . In a d d i t i o n to our 
planned o b l i g a t i o n ot almost ^AO m i l l i o n to the Fund i n F i s c a l 
Year 1995, we w i l l seek Congressional concurrence t o increase I F I 
funding by an a d d i t i o n a l $10 m i l l i o n i n F i s c a l tea^r 1996 and i n 
Fiscal Year 199/, f o r a t o t a l of about $30 m i l l i o n each year. 
This increase w i l l b ring the t o t a l comraitment of t h i s 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n t o the Fund t o roughly $100 m i l l i o n . The I F I has 
s t e a d i l y strengthened and adjusted i t s programs and management 
over the years. We expect such progress t o continue. This 
a d d i t i o n a l funding w i l l support the I F l i n undertaking the v i t a l 
new i n i t i a t i v e s t h a t are needed t o consolidate the gains of peace 
in Nortliern I r e l a n d and the border counties and t o b u i l d cross-
community economic and p o l i t i c a l cooperation, we w i l l work w i t h 
i t t o strengthen i t s programs even f u r t h e r and p a r t i c u l a r l y t o 
address such entrenched problems as the high rates of long-term 
unemployment i n Northern I r e l a n d and the border counties. 



Department of Commerce programs 

The President has d i r e c t e d the Department of Commerce to 
enhance our cooper^ntion w i t h Northern I r e l a n d i n science and 
technology, e s p e c i a l l y through strengthened c o l l a b o r a t i o n w i t h 
our Manufacturing Extension Partnerships and other programs t o 
encourage technological innovation. The commerce Department w i l l 
also e s t a b l i s h a Business information Center f o r Trade and 
Inve.<=;tment and review other ways t o promote business 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s i n Northern I r e l a n d and the border countries. 

The Department of commerce w i l l also i n i t i a t e a business 
i n t e r n t r a i n i n g program t o bring managers and business t e c h n i c a l 
experts t o t r a i n w i t h U.S. companies. This program w i l l expedite 
the learning of advanced management and production s k i l l s and 
begin operating i n F i s c a l Year 1996 w i t h approximately $1 m i l l i o n 
i n b i l a t e r a l economic assistance funds. I t w i l l help improve the 
productive a b i l i t i e s of industry i n Northern I r e l a n d and the 
border co\inties and w i l l also generate increased business between 
U.S. firms and companies i n Northern I r e l a n d -- c r e a t i n g more 
-jobs both there and here. 

USIA programs 

Tlie President has i n s t r u c t e d the United states information 
Agency t o expand i t s programs i n Northern I r e l a n d i n view of the 
^hanging p o l i t i c a l c limate, increasing exchanges of persons as 
we l l a.'̂  planning speakers and seminars on such t o p i c s as c o n f l i c t 
r e s o l u t i o n . In a d d i t i o n , USIA w i l l open i t s grant competitions 
i n such areas as c o n f l i c t r e s o l u t i o n t o allow American n o n - p r o f i t 
organizations t o submit proposals f o r p r o j e c t s i n Northern 
I r e l a n d to support the momentum f o r peace and r e c o n c i l i a t i o n . 

National Endowinent f o r Democracy 

The President w i l l encourage the National Endowment f o r 
Democracy, which i s presently funding a p o l i t i c a l party t r a i n i n g 
program i n Northern I r e l a n d , t o seek a d d i t i o n a l o p p o r t u n i t i e s t o 
strengthen and expand i t s programs there. 

U.S. Agency f o r i n t e r n a t i o n a l Development 

The President has asked USAID t o explore ways t o work w i t h 
the I F I t o increase the impact of i t s business e n t e r p r i s e program 
on sma.ll and micro-enterprises. Thomas A. Dine, USAID Assistant 
Administrator f o r Europe and the New independent s t a t e s , w i l l 
t r a v e l through Northern I r e l a n d and the border counties beginning 
November 19 t o review e x i s t i n g I F I programs and determine whether 



approaches UG(i6 by USAID elsewhere may have a p p l i c a t i o n i n 
Northern I r e l a n d . 

Trade and Development Agency 

The US. Trade and Development Agency w i l l lead a te c h n i c a l 
delegation to Northern I r e l a n d t o i d e n t i f y i n f r a s t r u c t u r e and 
i n d u s t r i a l p r o j e c t s t h a t represent mutually b e n e f i c i a l trade and 
investment o p p o r t u n i t i e s . Depending upon the f i n d i n g s of the 
delegation, f u t u r e a c t i v i t i e s might include the funding of 
f e a s i b i l i t y studies and/or the sponsorship of reverse trade 
mis.'?ion.3 . 

A Continuing commitment 

We w i l l continue t o look f o r o p p o r t u n i t i e s t o support the 
e f f o r t s of the B r i t i s h and I r i s h governments and of democratic 
leader.-^ i n Northern I r e l a n d t o b u i l d on peace. We encourage the 
m i l l i o n s of Americans who want t o c o n t r i b u t e to peace i n I r e l a n d 
t o do the same. 

# # # 
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S T R E E T A D D R E S S : 

1 1 2 0 J O H N S T R E E T 

S E A T T L E , W A S H I N G T O N S S I O B 

Dee Dee Myers 
Press Secretary 
The White House 
12 00 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Ms. Myers: 

I want to protest i n the strongest terms the shoddy, unfair 
and dishonest treatment The Seattle Times received during 
the president's v i s i t to Seattle Oct. 22 and 23. 

F i r s t of a l l , our many telephone c a l l s to the advance team 
were not returned. Then, when we f i n a l l y received a 
schedule of the president's plans, we learned that we -
the largest newspaper in Washington state - were e n t i r e l y 
excluded from a l l coverage of the full-day v i s i t except the 
a r r i v a l and departure and a single fund-raising event. 

The "pool" consisted of a single reporter and photographer 
from our competition, the lower-circulation Seattle Post-
I n t e l l i g e n c e r . After another series of phone c a l l s and 
being shuffled around, I f i n a l l y was able to reach Josh 
Silverman to t e l l him that we would not use a story or a 
photo from the Post-Intelligencer, and to persuade him that 
we should be part of the reporting pool. 

The most egregious problem followed: During that phone 
c a l l , Mr. Silverman told me e x p l i c i t l y that no media would 
be granted interviews with Mr. Clinton. So i t was to my 
great surprise and consternation that I awoke Monday 
morning to a radio interview with the president, then read 
another interview with him i n the Post-Intelligencer. 

Mr. Silverman may deny giving me that assurance, but I have 
no doubt whatsoever that he did. 

That a l l said, I ask for your help i n getting us, and our 
hundreds of thousands of readers, better treatment when the 
president v i s i t s Washington state again next month. In 
pa r t i c u l a r , we would l i k e the opportunity for an exclusive, 
one-on-one interview. 

Recycled PflLJ Paper 



And i t c e r t a i n l y would behoove your office, and the 
president, for the advance team be more helpful (and more 
honest) with the press i n the future. 

Thank you for your attention to t h i s . 

Sincerely, 

Javid Boardman 
Regional editor 

cc: Joshua Silverman 
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Dee Dee Myers 
Press Secretary 
The White House 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C, 20500 



Hearst Newspapers 
Charles J. Lewis Washington Bureau An Operating Group of The Hearst Corporation 
Bureau Chief 1701 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 

Washington DC 20006 
202 298 6920 

Nov. 1 , 1994 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

Voters throughout New York s t a t e are e x c i t e d about your campaign v i s i t 
t o Albany on Thursday. 

I n t h a t connection, I am w r i t i n g on behalf of the Albany Times Union 
— the l a r g e s t newspaper i n c e n t r a l New York — t o ask i f the Times 
Union could meet w i t h you i n e i t h e r of two possible venues. 

1) Could Stewart M. Powell, our White House correspondent, have a 
b r i e f i n t e r v i e w by phone or otherwise on Wednesday, i n advance of your 
a r r i v a l i n Albany? 

2) A l t e r n a t i v e l y , could the senior e d i t o r s a t the Times Union meet 
w i t h you i n Albany f o r 15 or 20 minutes on Thursday? 

Our s t o r y would move t o newspapers throughout the s t a t e and around the 
nati o n because the Hearst News Service i s p a r t of the l a r g e s t U.S. 
supplemental news ser v i c e . 

I hope you have a safe and successful trip. 

Sincerely, / / / 

cc: Mr. Leon Panetta 
Ms. Dee Dee Myers 
Mr. Mark Gearan 
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0 IT IS IMPORTANT TO REMEMBEI ̂  IfHAT UNOSOM HAS 

SAVED HUNDREDS CFTHDUSAiiDS OF LIVES IN 

AVERTING MASS ST/J^VA.TION. WE ENCOURAGE THE 

SOMALIEJ TO REACH A HtML PEACE AGREEI.1ENT SO 

THAT THE SOMALI PHOPl.E CAf̂  MAKE PRO^IIRESS W 

BUILDIN(3 A BETTER FUTU?tE. 
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10 PRESS GUIDANCE 
OCTOBER 31,1994 J 

SOMALIA. UNOSOly! WITHDI {i\WiM 

Q: If UNOSOM withdrawal wHI tU.S. traops Jijujlit? 

A: THE UN HAS REQUE,t;TnD VMTHÎ RAW)£ I,, A SSISTANCE FROM 

SEVEERAL COUMTRIiES (SUCH AS -RAN C litRITAIM, INDIA, 

ITALY AND PAKISTAN), INCLUDIIIIQ THI: UMIITED STATES. 

AT THIS TIME, THE UN S REQU EST JS B i: N(]j REVIEWED. WE 

EXPECT A DECISION SOON. 


