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WHITE HOUSE PRESS GUIDANCE -- 9:00 AM 
THURSDAY, APRIL 8, 1993

Peace Process: Palestinian neleaatinn vbeiepiuc^«
Can you confirm The New vn-rv Timoo rennrt m n r iproposed that FeUal Husseinl leag th^PalestlnSn ^ ^ 
delegation to the Middle East peace talks?

As you know, we have been engaged in extensiveP^l«tinians aiirother
® resolving the deportee issuend resuming the Middle East peace talks.

In those dicussions/

^lestinians take the decision t^^^urri^sTthe 
negotiating table on April -- Wn_tp= tne

?tet''thev^i?Ind'=i?^'^ Palestinians understand clearly 
thfnego?l“JoL"° returning to

rias^s.sa;”' “ ‘-“aB"
Madrid? change the ground rules established in

As I said, I cannot go into the specifics of oin-
co-sponsors are committed to maintaining the ground rules established in Madrid.

[ADDING: IRAN/NORTH KOREA: MISSILES
MACEDONIA: VOTE IN UNGA
BOSNIA: OMNIBUS RESOLUTION

response to FRIEDMAN ITEM 
CAMBODIA: BBG ON KHMER ROUGE

UPDATING: RUSSIA: NUCLEAR ACCIDENT

Q.

A.



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

UNCLASSIFIED

MEMORANDUM FOR: SEE BELOW

FROM:

08-Apr-1993 09:00 EDT

SUBJECT:

Elisa D. Harris
(HARRIS)

iran/n.korea missile press guidance

DRAFT PRESS GUIDANCE ON NORTH KOREAN MISSILES TO IRAN

What can you tell us about reports today that Iran is
No^th^’K^ea?^''''''^^®® ® intermediate range missile from
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Peace Process: Jerusalem
Q: What is your position on the future of Jerusalem?

^ matter for negotiation among the parties.
[IF PRESSED:

Q: Do you recognize Jerusalem as Israel's capital as the
President stated during the campaign?

A. -- This is the President's view. But as he's also saiH

PresldInt”orS/*’H Jerusalem, as the
t'resiaent pledged during the campaign?

position has not changed. But as he's
dlarup^'^L^egoUa^Lnl"”^ """" “5*’"



Fpllow-TTp to Mubarak Visit: T.ihy;.

News Agency cited a Libyan official as 
AprirrL f conference

?L»r - SI -r?-

A:

?Sai“k-i:.r^-LVL^sVs"oi%Se°

to'<»“f-^;SiSI^^”^"‘’ tb^-ar«^Sa.



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

08-Apr-1993 09:08 EDT
UNCLASSIFIED

MEMORANDUM FOR: SEE BELOW

FROM:

SUBJECT:

Richard L. Canas 
(CANAS)

Press Guidance on Libya Sanctions Story

PRESS GUIDANCE REGARDING THE LIBYA SANCTIONS STORY IN POST

Today's Post carried a story on page 38 by John Goshko that led 
with the statement that "the Clinton Administration has decided
not to seek a worldwide oil embargo against Libya........ " This is
not true. Madeline Albright will be making a statement to the

the vote today stating that our options for 
additional sanctions will include an oil embargo. Ergo....

Q. Is it true that the Administration has decided to not 
seek an oil embargo against Libya?

A. The President has consistently stated-^tha:t'^tfiel7D;TiS.

sanctions against Libya, and. that includes ah'^il 
jemba-rgo, Should' Libya not comply with the -UNSC 
resolutions. It. is our intention to seek these,^ 
sanctions soon should Libya not comply. Ambassador 
Albright will be making a statement to the press^ 

^'following the UNSC review of current sanctions.
.t>'-

*On another matter: There is a report from State that the Miami
Herald will carry a story that DEA has indicted Raul Castro for 
narcotics trafficking. We cannot make any comment on this and 
should refer inquiries to Justice. If asked........

Q.

A.

Is there any truth to the story that Raul Castro has 
been indicted in Miami for narcotics trafficking?

As a rule we do not comment on questions involving 
possible or pending legal actions, i would refer you 
to the Justice Department.
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Follov-up to Mubarak Visit: Peport-f^AQ

Is It true, as reported by the NewYorJ^imes that 

No President Mubarak himself referred in his
statement for the press conference-to--’"%he-«s.rgn^icant
P-^£.?£§.§§-®5s:tfeaJ:^had^,been made on^^thi e f ^—sa^^csult
Po^? th?f hS his interview with the Was^ton
rlsnmldlJ^r Palestinians will come to
if ™ey do’noi losers
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Japan; New Foreign Minister

A:

Minister'^° Do^ws^h" as the new Japanese Foreign

TOrters Irr? M“to as saying o.s. auto
managers, "Lt"wJrters“ane"?azy^""°"^

Mr. Muto is a seasoned and experienced public servant. 

We worked with him when he served as Minister of



:__ Omnibus Sanctions Resnl ni-s or.

Q:

A:

Where do we stand on the omnibus resolution?

SolitSn°"^ continue on the omnibus sanctions

^ resolution that calls upon the 
Roc?nJ'^” Serbs to reach a peace agreement with the 
tirrhi-^^ Croats and Bosnian Government, and that
the Bosniaagainst Serbia-Montenegro, me Bosnian Serbs' primary source of support.



North Korea; "Not Afraid of WaT-?"

Q:

A:

afraid comment on reports that North Korea "Is notUN sanctions? reaction to the possible imposition of

storiP^°^ assign any particular significance to these 
Ko?ea^r media appear routinely in North

Our hope is that North Korea will realize that it is in 
th^ return to the NPT, and to comply withhe International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)^requests.

Security Council briefing on North 
given by IAEA Director-General Hans Blix on Tuesday?

Board of Governors concluded North Korea is in non-compliance with its
the^’agency^ nuclear safeguards agreement with

IAEA Board of Governors and
thrSN°Lcnr??^ briefing on Tuesday to

curity Council has moved the focus on thisissue to the ONSC in New York, although the ?MA 
remains involved with this issue.



•__ Status of Caputo Effort

Q;

A:

Are the Haiti negotiations stalled?

“ntinuing his
Crisis ^ solution to the Haiti

to comment on hisschedule and the status of the talks.

support his efforts; our Special Advisor on 
Hait^ f^^ss^dor Pezzullo, and our Special Charge in
wit^^ir^apu?o” touch

Haitians to cooperate fully and in good o?Ss ” ""°tts to end^hcir country's

Q:

A:

What is the U.S position on amnesty?

Q:

A.

reconciliation among the Haitian 
be a central element to a peaceful 

nduring democratic settlement. We leave the precise 
formula to the parties to the negotiatioL

Any details on the World Bank meeting on Haiti?

Economists from the World Bank, the International
thrS^Lvelopment J^ter-Amerioan Development Bank and
toLv In 2 meeting yesterday and
program to hei'n®^®” preparations for a major
democratic Haiti's economy and to buildaemocratic and private sector institutions.

a pledging session; the international 
Hii??'fassessing the needs of all 
effo^tl. discussing ways to pool their

joirur?n^a^r°" international community to
Hai"?! W 5"year program, of at least $l billion for
to sich fp^ogram^^"^"^"^ contributing our fair share



Q:

A:

Credentialina of Foreign Ambassadorc;

Where do we stand on the President receiving ambassadors?

coh summit is over, we are in a position to
ambassadors over the next

Q:

A:

How many are backed up?

credStiali ready to present

Q:

A:

Q:

A:

Q:

A:

Has this impaired their ability to function in Washington?

nave presented copies of their credentials at the State 
Department, which all of them have done.

Has It interfered with State Department business with them?

Department will transact with them any 
countriL°'' affecting relations between our

decentAmbassadors of Canada and Israel
with government in meetingswith the President at the White House although they had 
not yet presented their credentials.

aware that it has interfered with our embassies conducting business in their countries.

What IS the time frame for getting the backlog taken care

We expect to have most of the ambassadors present their credentials within the next few weeks their
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Armenia/Azerbaiian

Q:

A:

hLanitaria^'’^L''*'^ P'^^'^entlng the movement of
arian assistance to Armenia through Turkey?

cont?^h^r°“"°®'’ that It could no longer
contribute any relief supplies, nor could it facilitates?cppld fr. bloodsLfhas 

Stopped in the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict.

and^we'^wi humanitarian assistance is clear
and we will continue our shipments.

”itaa?ion?'’®"“® ™ Armenia/Azerbaijan

JtStfmenf^’'^ CouDcil Tuesday adopted a Presidential 
relations ^^s concern over the deterioratingimedSe ™ and Azerbaijan, demanding thi
ii?hdi?^ , hostilities in and the ®
MstriSr Armenian forces from the Kelbajar

expressing its support for the peace
Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe. ^

Q:

A:

A?meni^;L«toi?Lf situation in

roinmfr® • reports from the United Nations HighRefugees (UNHCR) and from the ^ 
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) of tens
Ihe KlVba?fr o* refugees fleeing the tigLfng in
tne Kelbajar District of Western Azerbaijan.

Ssist?*’®^'’^"® refugees? what is the U.S. doing to

Both the ICRC and the UNHCR have sent emergency teams. 

neSderascfJr ‘^®^rvering blankets and other urgently

its'^iggi'^iZi"® °° received in response to
refugees appeal for Europe to assist the

lfmid-Ml?cf^’'®^ contributed 51 million to this appeal



Q:

A:

Russian Muclear Accidf»nt-

pJLr^n ?omsk?°" accident at a Russian nuclear

We're still assessing the reports which are coming in.

Russians, the effects of the accident 
any radiation leakage, are confined to the

asSiSnce” has not asked for any

SAFETY^f'^ WHAT THE O.S. IS DOING TO HELP RUSSIA ON NUCLEAR

Sp™nlfariuLiaf nuclei? faclutief°" wfhaL
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Pl-BLIC AFFAIRS Soil
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draft PRESIOEHTIAt SrATEKEwr

« April 199J . 7.00 p.B.

<l«terior.tloa wrious concern at the

1» the ;«««tioa or hootil. acta
Kelbadjar district of the JteDnbllc iavasloa of the
»™i«. fore. The cLn^fT ! by looal
all tnch hostilities, vhloh «,dT«fne''* cessation of
»gxon, and the withdrawal of thaj, forced. ““ ’=be

coverc%„'^\:rtt"lto“rariT^““"'’“'
“3 the Inviolability Of their **“

= CSCE peace process, it expresses th'^e”**** ®“PP=*^ ^ox
preliminary agr.«ae„t reached^ Z mi v '’® ***

tahle for the depioynent '"“e-rixe, a tlpe-
daclaratloh and the oonvenlnc ° b°xs, a draft political 
conference. »= Pcssihie, of the HinsX

necessary »t«psTo*^rav“«“toro^CE "-ebe all
from any action that will obetniot xeftain
probleai. hetniet a peaceful solution to the

huEsnitarlan xellej ef::^1 i„“ h^'rTr" “ Internationa,
"11 areas aff.oted by the con^, t ® '’“ticul.r in

.....Itatlen ..n. Mrc.a"r*°*' “* 1.
and to submit urgently a report““rir^c npprnpriate,
assessment of the situation on th containing an

j-t-ufluion on the ground.

The Council wiii' 1 renair. seized of the aarter.



US/Russia: Space Cooperatinn

about the reports that the U S has participate is the space^s^at^™

a?e”inteieaf the suimit this past weekend, we
a Load rSnuJ Russians across
a uxoaa range of issues.
After consulting with our space station nartnp^Tc; n-ho 
Europeans, Japanese and Canadians), we invited the 
Russians to participate in the spa^e station redesian 
process as consultants on an as-needed basis. ^

Russia's contributiongive^full we and our partners intend to
thlsoaci J°^f^^®^^tion to the use of Russian assets in 
me space station program.

IF PRESSED:

Q:

A:

pLLamr®”'^ "ussian rockets in our space station

on*LrLe®o?" °Phion, but no decisions have been made 
n the use of any specific Russian systems or assets.



U.s. Army ATns Vaccine

objections by senior federal healthSfth clinical to go ahead
by MicroGeneSv^ Tni J experimental AIDS vaccine manufactured 
cLgress last^fan gpl60. The trial was mandated by
the earmarked $20 million for testina of™LirSrNIB required that the trial proceed^
within 6 months of the"bill° decided not to proceed
night. = passage. That deadline passed last

Thursday^ urged\he'^DepartoLt ^f*^n®f '^spin last
only if it Department of Defense to conduct the trialonly It included testing of other experimental AIDS vaccines.

intent to cancel the trials a °®’^^^^rcation declaring its
public, nor put into force * document neither has been made
officials at HHS " Pending further discussions with

^ Dlannina in'* why the Department of the Army is
planning to go ahead with a $20 million aids vaccine t^tactivists and researchers a^e oppLer^o

" Whiirir??nJ? “nrrently is looking into the issue.
yet been m^de the vaccine trial have
yet oeen made, one option that is available is for- i-hfncei?]'?'”^ (NIH, FDA, and DoD^tf^ke
milUorbe^anol canceled, and the $20
million be applied to other AIDS research activities.

[IF PRESSED]:

h:ve‘'?r;a\e"*';ia":fn"iS2

Moers^5e?c’'^”® precisely this problem, the appropriate
paisfd iL before the deadlLe
passed. These certifications, if applied would
o^canL^ed the trials to'be postponed

how trL'si-proL%ror?Sis"%;;s?ror"“''

A:



WHITE HOUSE PRESS GUIDANCE -- 11:00 AM 
THURSDAY, APRIL 8, 1993

Middle East Peace Talks

Can you confirm The New York Times report that the U.S. has 
proposed that Feisal Husseini lead the Palestinian 
delegation to the Middle East peace talks?

As you know, we have been engaged in extensive 
discussions with Israel, the Palestinians and other 
parties with a view to resolving the deportee issue and 
resuming the Middle East peace talks.

In those discussions, the Israeli government has 
indicated to us its readiness to be responsive in 
important ways to Palestinian concerns the 
Palestinians take the decision to return to the 
negotiating table on April 20.

Because this is an ongoing diplomatic negotiation, you 
will understand that we cannot discuss the specifics of 
what we have discussed with the Palestinians, the 
Israelis and the other parties.

But we believe that the Palestinians understand clearly 
that they stand to gain a great deal by returning to 
the negotiations.

I want to emphasize that we expect nothing to happen 
until we have a clear indication from the Palestinians 
that they have accepted the co-sponsors' invitation to 
resume talks April 20.

Are you proposing to change the ground rules established in 
Madrid?

As I said, I cannot go into the specifics of our 
discussions, but the co-sponsors are committed to 
maintaining the ground rules established in Madrid.



Peace Process: Jerusalem

Q: What is your position on the future of Jerusalem?

A: -- This a matter for negotiation among the parties.

[IF PRESSED:

Q: Do you recognize Jerusalem as Israel's capital as the
President stated during the campaign?

A: -- This is the President's view. But as he's also said,
we are not going to take any step that might disrupt 
the negotiations.

Will you move the U.S. Embassy to Jerusalem, as the 
President pledged during the campaign?

The President's position has not changed. But as he's 
also said, we are not going to take any step that might 
disrupt the negotiations.



Libya Sanctions

[Background: Today's Post carried a story on page 38 by John
Goshko that led with the statement that "the Clinton 
Administration has decided not to seek a worldwide oil embargo 
against Libya...." This is not true. Madeleine Albright will be 
making a statement to the press following the vote today stating 
that our options for additional sanctions will include an oil 
embargo.]

Is it true that the Administration has decided not to seek 
an oil embargo against Libya?

The President has consistently stated that the U.S. 
will support a resolution calling for additional 
sanctions against Libya, and that includes an oil 
embargo, should Libya not comply with the UNSC 
resolutions.

It is our intention to seek these sanctions soon should 
Libya not comply. Ambassador Albright will be making a 
statement to the press following the UNSC review of 
current sanctions.



Egypt: Review of Information

Q: What is the Department of State's role in the review of
counterterrorism information?

A: The President announced on Tuesday that he had ordered 
a review of information on terrorism. The National 
Security Council staff is coordinating this review, and 
the Department is assisting in every possible way.



Follow-Up to Mubarak Visit: Deportees

Is it true, as reported by the New York Times, that 
President Clinton rebuffed President Mubarak in his attempt 
to resolve the deportation problem?

No. President Mubarak himself referred in his 
statement for the press conference to "the significant 
progress" that had been made on this issue as a result 
of U.S. efforts with the Israelis and Palestinians. He 
later made clear in his interview with the Washington 
Post that he believes the Palestinians will come to 
resumed negotiations on April 20 and will be the losers 
if they do not.



Follow-Up to Mubarak Visit: Libya

[Background: Libya's News Agency cited a Libyan official as
welcoming the President response on Libya in his press conference 
April 6 as a "logical statement that accords with what (Libya) 
has called for..." The implication is that the President 
reference to a "real and legitimate trial" instead of specifying 
that the two must be handed over for trial in the U.S. or UK 
represents a shift in U.S. policy in the direction of Libyan's 
proposal that the two be tried in neutral courts. We need to 
correct this misinterpretation.]

What is your response to Libya's positive statement about 
the President's comment on Pan Am 103 in the President's 
press conference April 6? Did the President's insistence on 
a "real and legitimate" trial" for the suspects in the Pan 
Am 103 case indicate that the U.S. is no longer insisting 
that the two be tried in the U.S. or the UK?

There has been no change in U.S. policy. We continue 
to insist that Libya comply fully with UNSC resolutions 
731 and 748, including the requirement to hand over the 
suspects to U.S. or UK courts.



North Korean Missiles to Iran

What can you tell us about reports today that Iran is 
planning to purchase a new intermediate-range missile from 
North Korea?

As you know, missile proliferation is a subject of 
great concern to this Administration.

In the past, we have imposed sanctions against entities 
in both Iran and North Korea for engaging in missile 
transactions. We would not hesitate to impose similar 
sanctions in the future.

I don't think it would be appropriate, however, to 
comment on specific intelligence issues.



North Korea: "Not Afraid of War?"

Do you have any comment on reports that North Korea "Is not 
afraid of war" as its reaction to the possible imposition of 
UN sanctions?

We do not assign any particular significance to these 
stories. Such comments appear routinely in North 
Korea's media.

Our hope is that North Korea will realize that it is in 
its interest to return to the NPT, and to comply with 
the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) requests.

What happened at the UN Security Council briefing on North 
Korea given by IAEA Director-General Hans Blix on Tuesday?

As you know, last week, the IAEA Board of Governors 
concluded North Korea is in non-compliance with its 
obligations under its nuclear safeguards agreement with 
the agency.

The decision of the IAEA Board of Governors and 
Director-General Blix's detailed briefing on Tuesday to 
the UN Security Council has moved the focus on this 
issue to the UNSC in New York, although the IAEA 
remains involved with this issue.



U.S./Ukraine

Did you rebuff Prime Minister Kuchma's request to meet with 
the President and Vice President, as reported by The New York 
Times?

We value good relations with Ukraine and hope to expand 
our friendship.

President Clinton meet recently with Foreign Minister 
Zlenko and has spoken to President Kravchuk [FYI: by 
phone on January 26].

We welcome a visit by Prime Minister Kuchma, but also 
believe that it would be more productive and mutually 
beneficial if such a meeting were held after Ukraine 
fulfilled its pledge to ratify both START and the NPT.

Clarifying these issues would allow for better dialogue 
on many issues including aid. [FYI: We cannot reason 
Nunn-Lugar money until START and NPT are ratified. 
Belarus received $68 million after signing on to the 
NPT. ]



Serbia: Omnibus Sanctions Resolution

The New York Times criticized President Clinton for 
reversing his campaign promise to take an aggressive role in 
the former Yugoslavia and for rationalizing its limited 
involvement as understandable prudence rather than moral 
indifference. Why has your policy on Bosnia become so 
toothless?

Secretary of State Christopher laid out our policy on 
the former Yugoslavia on February 10th, and we have 
remained consistent in following through with that 
policy.

We have taken the lead in putting pressure on Serbia 
through sanctions, pushed through enforcement of the 
No-Fly Zone, and are engaged in airdrops to help the 
terrible conditions in eastern Bosnia.

Q: Where do we stand on the omnibus resolution?

A: -- Consultations continue on the omnibus sanctions
resolution. We expect a vote next week.

We fully support a resolution that calls upon the 
Bosnian Serbs to reach a peace agreement with the 
Bosnian Croats and Bosnian Government, and that 
tightens economic sanctions against Serbia-Montenegro, 
the Bosnian Serbs' primary source of support.



Macedonia

Q: Where are we in the UN process on recognition?

A: -- The UNSC yesterday voted to admit "the Former Yugoslav
Republic of Macedonia" by a margin of 15-0.

We supported this admission in the UNSC and will 
support it in the UN General Assembly.



Russia: Aid

Q: Is the $2 billion in Ex-Im Bank money available to Russia
yet?

A: We're very hopeful that we can free up quickly the 
first $500 million of the $2 billion in Ex-Im Bank 
monies for use by the energy sector in Russia.

[FYI: Some papers are referring to our aid package as 
totaling $2.1 billion rather than $1.6 billion because 
of these Ex-Im Bank funds.]



Cambodia

Can the Cambodian elections precede as planned in light of 
the recent fatal attacks on UNTAC and ethnic Vietnamese?

Yes, we are confident that the elections will take 
place in May as scheduled.

But we condemn in the strongest terms the cold-blooded 
attacks on UNTAC personnel and on ethnic minorities.

The international community will not be intimidated.
We will hold the Khmer Rouge fully responsible for 
their actions.

Q;

A;

Should UNTAC's mandate be strengthened?

UNTAC is over 22,000 people strong -- until recently 
the largest UN peacekeeping force ever contemplated.

Under its current Chapter VI mandate, it can and will 
respond with force in self-defense. But UNTAC was not 
conceived as a peace-enforcing mission.

Any change in its mandate will be a matter for the 
Security Council to decide.



Indictment of Raul Castro

[Background: There is a report from State that the Miami Herald
will carry a story that DEA has indicted Raul Castro for 
narcotics trafficking. We cannot make any comment on this and 
should refer inquiries to Justice.]

[IF ASKED]:

Q: Is there any truth to the story that Raul Castro has been
indicted in Miami for narcotics trafficking?

A: As a rule, we do not comment on questions involving 
possible or pending legal actions.

I would refer you to the Justice Department.



Japan: New Foreign Minister

Kabun Muto has been named as the new Japanese Foreign 
Minister. Do we have any objections with this appointment, 
since he has expressed anti-U.S. sentiment? (The Los 
Angeles Times Wednesday quoted Muto as saying U.S. auto 
workers are lazy. Thursday papers quote him as saying that 
managers, but workers may be lazy.)

Mr. Muto is a seasoned and experienced public servant.

We worked with him when he served as Minister of 
International Trade and Industry, and we look forward 
to working with him again.



Haiti: Status of Caputo Effort

Q: Are the Haiti negotiations stalled?

A: -- No. UN/OAS Negotiator Dante Caputo is continuing his
intense efforts to reach a solution to the Haiti 
crisis.

We will leave it to Mr. Caputo to comment on his 
schedule and the status of the talks.

We strongly support his efforts; our Special Advisor on 
Haiti, Ambassador Pezzullo, and our Special Charge in 
Haiti, Ambassador Redman, are keeping in close touch 
with Mr. Caputo.

We urge all Haitians to cooperate fully and in good 
faith with Mr. Caputo's efforts to end their country's 
crisis.

Q: What is the U.S position on amnesty?

A: -- We believe genuine reconciliation among the Haitian
people will be a central element to a peaceful, 
enduring democratic settlement. We leave the precise 
formula to the parties to the negotiations.

Q: Any details on the World Bank meeting on Haiti?

A. -- Economists from the World Bank, the International
Monetary Fund, the Inter-American Development Bank and 
the UN Development Program are meeting yesterday and 
today in Washington to begin preparations for a major 
program to help transform Haiti's economy and to build 
democratic and private sector institutions.

This is not a pledging session; the international 
financial institutions are assessing the needs of all 
Haiti's sectors and discussing ways to pool their 
efforts.

President Clinton urged the international community to 
join us in a 5-year program, of at least $1 billion for 
Haiti. We are committed to contributing our fair share 
to such a program.



Credentialing of Foreign Ambassadors

Q: Where do we stand on the President receiving ambassadors?

A: -- Now that the summit is over, we are in a position to
schedule appointments for new ambassadors over the next 
few weeks.

Q:

A:

How many are backed up?

Twenty (20) ambassadors are ready to present 
credentials.

Q: Has this impaired their ability to function in Washington?

A: -- International law provides that ambassadors are
considered as having taken up their functions when they 
have presented copies of their credentials at the State 
Department, which all of them have done.

Q: Has it interfered with State Department business with them?

A: -- The State Department will transact with them any
business on matters affecting relations between our 
countries.

Incidentally, the Ambassadors of Canada and Israel 
recently joined their heads of government in meetings 
with the President at the White House although they had 
not yet presented their credentials.

We are not aware that it has interfered with our 
embassies conducting business in their countries.

Q: What is the time frame for getting the backlog-taken care
of?

A: -- We expect to have most of the ambassadors present their
credentials within the next few weeks.



Russian Nuclear Accident

Q: Any more reaction to over the accident at a Russian nuclear
plant in Tomsk?

A: -- We're still assessing the reports which are coming in.

According to the Russians, the effects of the accident, 
including any radiation leakage, are confined to the 
immediate vicinity of the plant where the accident 
occurred.

The Russian government has not asked for any 
assistance.

[IF ASKED WHAT THE U.S. IS DOING TO HELP RUSSIA ON NUCLEAR 
SAFETY]:

This accident again underscores the need for safety 
improvements at Russian nuclear facilities. We have 
already offered Russia and the other newly independent 
states assistance in this field.



U.S. Army AIDS Vaccine Test

[Background: Despite objections by senior federal health
officials, the Army confirmed Tuesday that it plans to go ahead 
with clinical trials of an experimental AIDS vaccine manufactured 
by MicroGeneSys Inc., known as gpl60. The trial was mandated by 
Congress last fall, when it earmarked $20 million for testing of 
the vaccine. The amendment required that the trial proceed 
unless the NIH, FDA, and DOD unanimously decided not to proceed 
within 6 months of the bill's passage. That deadline passed last 
night.

Officials at NIH and FDA, in a letter to Secretary Aspin last 
Thursday, urged the Department of Defense to conduct the trial 
only if it included testing of other experimental AIDS vaccines.

Tuesday night, in conversations between the White House and the 
DoD, it was determined that DoD would investigate the issue. As 
a back-up measure, DoD also signed a certification declaring its 
intent to cancel the trials. This document neither has been made 
public, nor put into force, pending further discussions with 
officials at HHS.]

What can you tell us about why the Department of the Army is 
planning to go ahead with a $20 million AIDS vaccine test 
when so many AIDS activists and researchers are opposed to 
the idea, and even the Director of the National Institutes 
of Health has criticized the plan?

The government currently is looking into the issue. 
While no final decisions about the vaccine trial have 
yet been made, one option that is available is for the 
relevant agencies (NIH, FDA, and DoD) to make 
certifications that the trials be canceled, and the $20 
million be applied to other AIDS research activities.

[IF PRESSED]:

Q: But hasn't the deadline already passed?
have to take place now?

Don't the trials

A: In anticipating precisely this problem, the appropriate 
papers were signed last night before the deadline 
passed. These certifications, if applied, would 
provide the possibility for the trials to be postponed 
or canceled. The government is currently discussing 
how to best proceed on this question.
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