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OUTLINE
12/12/94 — Mon. 5pm

I. America Is a great country at the da%m of a great era

II. Yet Americans are frustrated and worried: Reasons why.

III. Brought home in letter from one woman

IV. To answer those concerns, have worked for yeaurs to change 
yesterday's government to meet the demands of new times, 
different times. To build opportunity, responsibility and 
community.

V. In last two years, have made mistakes

A. Caused questions about commitment to those principles.

' B. Tadce responsibility for mistaikes

VI. But no one questions depth of efforts to try to help middle 
class. Progress in two years.

A. Deficit reduction. Show how much it has helped and how 
deep the problem is.

B. other efforts to help middle class.

VII. Elections say we must do more for middle class

A. GOP control of Congress
B. Election may not be good for my party, but can turn out 

to be good for America.

1. Worked hard for years to create New Democratic Party 
to reward middle class, give poor a chance to work their way up, 
and strengthen values of family, community, responsibility.

2. Hope election means emergence of New Republican 
Party to seek seune.

3. Much in common that needs to be done: Line item
veto, welfare reform1

4. Even if a contest of ideas, America can be stronger

VIII. Something else potentially in common: middle class tax cut

A. Why it is needed (stagnant income, growth goes to top 
brackets, less time for family)



deficit.
B. Must be paid for by cutting government, not exploding

IX. Cutting government

X. But cannot retreat on:
A. Opportunity: Can't make it harder on middle class and 

poor to get ahead (education and training reform, health care, 
political reform, safer streets). Leaner but not meaner 
government.

B. Responsibility: Government cannot do it all. Citizens 
must do their part. Can't promise our way out of this.

C. Community: Fighting intolerance, meanness and 
negativism. Rise to the challenge without coming apart.

XI. Not about reelection. About fighting for people over whom 
elections are fought.

XII. America should be encouraged, not discouraged

A. Hard to do all this.

B. But we have done it before. I have lived the American
Dream.

C. Now we can do it again. Doorstep of new century, with 
world coming our way and poised for great opportunity.
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Suygested Remarks for George Stephanopoulos
1 Reception

Thank you. The success of national service has always depended on the 

contributions of so many people. I want to thank Wendy Kopp for her leadership 

and [other thanks].

But my deepest appreciation today docs not go to any individual. It goes, 

instead, to a very special group of people, distinguished leaders in this 

community from whom T know we will all be hearing a lot more in the next 

twelve months. Will the Teach for America alumni please stand? [Applaud 

AM's]

More than three decades ago, President Kennedy challenged Americans to 

ask not what their country could do for them, but what they could do for their 

country. Young people responded to that challenge by serving in the Peace 

Corps. For this generation. Teach for America and programs like it have been 

models, showing citizens all across America that service can help rebuild our 

country, neighborhood by neighborhood and block by block - and that young 

people can provide leadership in this effort.
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Your presence here today is testimony to the fact iJiat the American ethic 

of service is not weaker today than it was in 1961; if anything, you, growing up 

in a time when there are so many needs to be met and so much work to be done, 

are more determined, more creative, more courageous than your mothers and 

fathers. I congramlate you and thank you for being here.

In the coming months, I challenge you to continue to deliver on your 

commitment by helping Teach for America and the other AmeriCorps programs 

in your community get things done. I challenge you to reach sail — to 

AmeriCorps Members of different backgrounds; to your counterparts in schools, 

police departments, community centers, and businesses; even to those who arc 

not ycl friends of service, but with whom we can and should find common 

ground. I also challenge you to reach in - to find in yourselves the resources to 

keep serving and to find renewed determination in every success. I challenge 

you to do everything you can do to make your community smarter, safer, 

healthier and stronger during this first and most critical year of AmeriCorps.
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Which brings me to one last point. I hope you will remember, as you 

continue to serve your community in the months and years ahead, iliat you are 

part of something much larger than yourselves. Your efforts and the efforts of 

the AmeriCorps Members now serving in Teach for America will be fortified by 

the efforts of 20,000 AmeriCorps Members in over 300 AmeriCorps programs 

all over the country. AmeiiCoqis will be supported by the network of .service 

program alumni nationwide, by half a luillion seniors in the National Senior 

Service Corps and by thousands of school-age young people bringing service into 

their communities and classrooms through Learn and Serve America. Together, 

you will serve in every American community, and in every generation of 

American life,

As national service alumni, you are as diverse as die communities you 

serve. But you arc all part of a common effort to bring the American community 

together again. I know you’re proud to be a part of the movement to rebuild our 

country through national service and I know that each of you will continue to 

make the movement proud.
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AmeriCorps
Kecriiitment Talking Points

V/hat is AmeriCorpx ?

AmeriCorps is President Clinton's new national service initiative 
that will engage thousands of Americans of all ages ~ but 
especially young adults - in solving the most pressing problems 
in our communities.

AmeriCorps Members get things done by providing direct service 
to meet communities' education, public safety, environmental and 
human needs. They tutor grade school children and mentor teen­
age parents; develop crime prevention workshops and provide 
victim.^ as.sistance; help the homebound and disabled live 
independently and coordinate needed services for public housing 
projects; start city-wide recycling programs and restore national 
parks.

In exchange for one or two years of service, Members receive 
education awards of up to $4,725 per year to help finance their 
college education or vocational training, or to pay back their 

student loans.

Members gain important skills and experiences that may help 
them in their careers. Through their programs, they may become 
certified in CPR and first aid, develop communications and 
conflict resolution skills, and learn about important community 
issues. These skills and experiences will also enhance their 

understanding of what it means to be a citizen.

AmeriCorps Members have tlie opportunity to serve with people 
from all different backgrounds, and to learn about how diversity 
can be used os a resource to strengthen communities.
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How to Join AnutriCorps

AmcriCorps progra.Tns will select some Members from & naiionul da.tHbasc. 
To be listed in the database, you should fill out an AmeriCorps Referral 
Form, which you can get by calling toll-free 1-800-94-ACORPS (1-800- 
942-2677 or TDD^ 1-800-833-3722). When you return the Referral Form, 
you will be entered into the database. You will also be sent a list of 
programs that you can apply to directly.

About 20,000 AmeriCorps Members will be selected this year. Some 

programs may be very competitive. If you are not selected, you can be 
pan of the spirit of AmeriCorps by serving in your own community 
through your school, employer, religious or civic organizations, or local 
volunteer center.

Memhp.rxhip Regi^irements and

To receive education awards. AmeriCorps Members must be at least 
sixteen years of age and must have a high school diploma or its equivalent, 
or agree to obtain one before using their education award. The award is 
paid directly to a lending or educational institution.

AmeriCorps*VISTA Members must be at least 18 years old, and 
AmeriCorps*NCCC corps members must be between the ages of 16 and 
24, with a preference for applicants 18 and older.

In exchange for a year of full-time service (1700 hours), AmeriCorps 
Members may receive health insurance, a child care allowance and, upon 

successful completion of a term of service, an education award of $4,725. 
Part-time Members, who serve 900 hours over two or tliiee years, receive 
education awards of $2,362.

VISTAs may choose to accept a post-service readjustment allowance of 
$95 per month of service instead of the education award, but must make 

this decision before they begin serving. NCCC corps members may also 
choose to accept half the education award in cash.
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To Find Out Mnrfi

Call 1-800-94-ACORPS. (1-800-942-2677 or TDD<J' 1-800-8:53-3722)



C N S TEL:202-606-4928 Jan 13,95 6:35 No.010 P.03

TALKING POINT ABOUT AMF.Bir.ORPS

Rietit now, there are neatly 20,000 AmerlCorps raerebeK all over to counlxy. They m 
Jiog babies in south Te«s and raiaimt reading scores in Seattle; they re walking the 
NYPD beat in Brooklyn and patrolling Balboa Park in San Diego; they re saving the Gu) 
coastline fwm a boat and the Chesapeake from an army base; they're taking seniors safely 
to the doctor in St. Louis and keeping kids out of gangs in Killen, Texas; they re making 
real homes in Roxbury, Massachusetts and making belter parenis in Auburn, Mississippi.

November 1, 1994
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PROGRAM OVERVIEW!

Friday, Janiury 13

8;30 - 9:00AM

9:00 - 10:00AM 

lOiOOAM - 3:00PM

3:00 - 5:00PM

5:00.7:30PM

&30 - 9:00PM

EARLY REGISTSATION Ttach FerAmtrim (TFA) O C Rrpfwul OJJkt 
[For thau btadiag Badt te Schtol onfyj

BACK TO SCHOOT. BRFAKFA.5T w bt muunrad

.BACK TO .SCHOOI. D C. Futlic Sebwb
Alumni from ncrou the countiy will vijii chc clawmomi of current Tench Foe Anictica D.C. corpt ulcnrLcu. Alunrni will 
h*v« the chance to teach leuoiu. iotenct witli itudrnn. rtKl tpeiMl time with 1993 aiiJ 1994 corpi nieiiilren.

In (he afiemonn, alumni will tour the DuVe Ellingrnn .SrhnnI nfrhe Am, a leiKiwiicd altcriuiive iiiiMic liif,h school 
that nrprrtenit one nf many creative initiative! witliin the education reform movement. Claue! to he ohicrved include 
inittumental and vocal music, theatre, vitnal am, and literary media. [Prfrt^innhn nquirtd}

FREE TIME
Fifty fme tickia to the iiuernaiionally renowned U.S. Holo-.Mint Mrmnrial Miuriim will he av.iilahle on a first enmr, first 
serve basis. Interested parties should mil the D.C. Regional OiTice ro tcscrtie tickcQ in advance,

GENERAL REGISTRATION
Thin!Fiber laify Afemin Cmrri; The Ceeift Vaihinglea Uniumiy
Late registration will continue through the evening iiiiiil 11:00 PM. However, alumni are strongly encouraged to arrive in 
time lor the 97elcome Reception ar S:30 PM,

\PEICOME RECEPTION
Caneieuntal BaUnetn. Marvin Center, The George Washinpon IJnivertirj 
Keynote Speaker; U,S. Senainr Paul Siition (D-IL)
Senator Paul Simon, long-itanding chaniplon fi.f iMMrco, education, and piihlic. service, will kick off the weekend widt an 
overview of federal education polii^ iniriativri and a crlehraiinii of ciirieiit elToi u (o piomore positive change in public 
educaiieii. [Frientlt ofTFA anrl euerene TF4 torju memken aba inoitni}

SaturtLiy, January 14

7:30 - 8:30AM

ft:00 8:3? AM

8:45 - 9«*<AM

LATE registration
Third Flaar Labkf, Marvin Center, The George Wishinguti tjniueniy

WELCOME BREAKFAST AND WtLiQiND OVERVIEW 
Continental Battrvam. Marvin Center. The George Vathinpon UiinrrsiSr

•SIIMMTT IIP TEA, INC. PANEL
Continental Rallmom, Marubi Center, The George \Xiishi»pou L/niveniy 
This panel will rake a conipiehensivc look al Tevch For America rhrmigh rhe pers|>ccclve of current staff, itisny of whom ate 
alumni. The session, which will include a t]iieftloii and anewer period, will allow alumni to see how ihe'Jeach For America 

, .protram has evolved since rhe ptoprain was lauiiclied five years ago. JCunrnt TFA eorja memken abo inviteJl

10:00.11:30AM ' YOIING LEADERS PANEL

Darathj Bern Maevin Tbeatrr. Marvin Center, The George Washinpon Univmitj
Building on the weekend theme of highlighting personal Inirisrive, six yniing .tticial enrrcpieneurs will discuss the 
chaDengs and lewerdi of starting their own reiviee and educiclon programs. During this intemctlve tetrion, rhe pancilsu 
will outline their viaiona end prejeers. and guide rhe audience in ciitienily chinking through whar ir rakes to srart one's own 
er^nization. [Friend) a/TPA and fitrtrrif TFA torft memken abo inolitJJ

Moderated by Leslie Crutdificld. Founder, Who Caret 
Douglas Becker. Protident, Sylvan Learning Syttenu 
Mkliacl Canuh Pounder, Prajeet Motivation 
Sarah Kaai, Founder, City an a Hill 
Alan Khaici, Founder, City Year
Vanessa Kirsch, Founder. PuhlirAlliet ^

VoLf iM "tw 1
/. S^Lawiulr rii •/J^HUdiy 3. J!>95. Vf Auf ro rmijlf^tiaru of dUiiniuithtA gonts.
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Sdcur^t^ (continued)

11:45AM - 1:15PM KFTWORKINO II.INrHF.ON
Cantiiunul BdUnem. Moruin Center. The Gearje Vaihinfun Univtnio
Ovrr < hiif&Miylr liinrh. aliimn: »ill lu*< tli£ cliance lo connect with reprejcnwtivM from trvrr 25 graduate programs, 
innowanvc schools, and educational, advocac/. and feivire nrf^niurinns. each of wlintn will hnerr or co-hnsr a mKle. Alumni 
are encouraged to spend the fiiit half of lunch in a small group dlsruasion with the rahte of their choice; rhe second half 
will illnw alumni tn meef orher hosts, atic questions, and collect materials on teaching lesouices. grants, and volunteer and 
job oppununiiiei. fCurmt TPA corpt mrmters also inuitrJJ

Portuiftting eijaitsEeneru include:

AnuriCarptlleam and Sent America
CotHtim fir Eaemiat Schoob
The Cttlitian jir Natiannl and Communiq Service
Columbia Univertitf
Caro Pcilavi Propam in Public Ajfairr
The Learning Project
Inttriaeken Mubicultural Educational Aduencura
Third Millennium
U. S. Department of Edueaiion
Youth National Otganiration far Tomorrow

1:30 - 3:00PM rNnT.BACTlVF.WORK.SHOP.S
Paurth Floor Canfertnee koomt. Marvin Center. The Cearge Wathingun Univertitj
Rorh aliiTTmi and niinide giieiti will lead a .sclccrioii of iiKcraciivc workshops that scr»c <ii ii>rnr]ti, iit.s|>in:, ami ecliicaie 
leach Kor America alumni. F.ach workshop will emphasiae action and cover the how-tiii of taking iniriaiive anti effecting 
change. Some workshops include:

Knowledge it Potatr Propam (KTPP)
Mike I^nberg and Dav* {.evin, 1S92 ffomion eorpt membra

Premiung CommunityDaied. Community-Duildiug Strategics
John CalhoutL Eoeeutive Direttor. National Crime Prevention Council

Polina: The American Way
Bertie Ray, New Yorh-batedpolitical tvnsullanl

Teaching Entrepreneufjhip toAt-Rhk Youths
Steve Mariotti. Founder. National Foundation far Teaching Enneprrnrunhip 
Hew bon Narianal Service Premen Eduention Reformf 
Jim Pirofsky. National Airociaiion far Partaca la EduCiiiian 
Fla be joined by a member ofthe Cerporaiiort far National .Service)

3:00 - 3.-30PM COFFEE BREAK
Continental Ballroem. Marvin Center. The Ceergt Washington Vniverdey

3:30 - 3:30PM EDUCATION RF.rORM ,5YMI>0.5mM
Darothy Bern Marvin Th/atrr, Marvin Ceraer. The George Washirtgten Univenity
The lympniiiim will hegin with an overview of scamlanls-hased education lefoiin. Using this overview as a backdrop for 
ilisciuiion. lejdeti from different aecton of the eituLaiiou coimnuniiy will examine wiilt alumni the Issue of student 
achirvemenr. Eociit gmnps will evpiore irraregics of .siatiilarJs-bascd reform ai [he classroom, COtinnunity. and federal 
levula, as well as investigate alternatives to .sraiidatdi based lyilcinic ctfonn. [Friends afTFA arid eurrtnl TFA eorps members 
aba invited)

Panelists include:

Erlwina Branch. Principal. New School far Arts and Sciimcn. NY
Bill Galston, Dematie Paliiy Adviser to Pmideat Clinton
Katt Haycnck. Oiircmc RJuatianTrua.AmtncanAueciarianofHi^Education
Michelle Rhee, TFA S2; Teacher. Raliimorr EdorasionalAltrmailott, Inc, School
Ralph Smltli. Disretar of Planning dr Development. The Annie E. Cany Foundation

5:30-7:00PM FREE llME
Tout D.C. on t double decker hut, catch up with fonnrt tr.irhlng friends, or jiisi rel.iv and prepare for rhe exciting evening

10 come!
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Saturday (continued)

7:00-9:?0PM

9:30-10!OOPM

10:00PM-2:00 AM

niNNF.R tf F.VFNTNC TFRF.MONY
Contintntal BeUntm. Marvin Ctnttr The Croryt Vathingun Univertiiy
Keynote Speaker Peter Etietmin, Ceutuelar to the Semtary n/HtaUb and Human Servica

Orrr 300 alliinni arul tpe<lal gurttf oflnrh rorAmrfio wilt piker to rrlrbrarr rkr arromplich.nrjici of iKe 1990, 1991, 
and 1997 cotpi. Diaaer will be leived. and alumni will have ihe chanoa to nrlai: and irflarc at (key litten to the. voieo of 
(heir fellow aliunni. and enjoy petfarmanCci by itudenn Auin tke D.C. era. Otlict luglilighb include a elide thow of put 
Tnrriniret, a 'rRioipecdoe* piece written and performed by cerpt meinbefl fnjm rar-b of (lie THA yeata. and a brief 
ceremony koaoriug the 1992 corpa' conMneocement.

COFFEE BAR
ThirdFfaor Lobby Marvin Center. The George Vaihingan Univertitj

Alumni will have ilie /.hainv to mingle with nid er>lleagnee ar.,.1 tralTmemKere at .mr ir.>ving pkutographert take candid 
shocB (O memorialiae tke weekend.

PARTfi DANCE
Continental Bailnom. Marvin Center. The George Vashingten Univertiiy 
Come celebrate with us! Cash bai and dancing,
{Friends ofTFA and eurrent TFA eorju members abo invited]

Sunday, January IS

9:00.9=<SAM CONTTNFNTAJL BREAKFAST
Continenlal Baitroom. Marvin Center. The George Vashlngien University

10:00 - 11:00AM REGIONAL MEETINGS
Fotirth Floor Cenfrrenee Korns, Marsn'n Censer. The George Vashingun Universiy
Tkii ia rke rime far alumni living in rbe <>m« rrginn ro rkarx their rollecrivrcniinie nf arrinn. C.roiipt will oiganire 
iliciiiieivcs and create specific anion plans for iheir regiont,

11:15AM - 12:25PM CLOSING MEETING
liervthf Bern Morvin Thratn Marvin Center. The (,'ritrre Waihiniian University I " F e- • •Keyr.o,eSpealre,:ToJlcAS^:3-<:.|^raS ^ ~ ^ O.Wie..f-V

The Closing Meeting will allow aluninl to reflerr on rlie wrelrrnd and form on rhe new knowledge and insigliu they have 
gaiDcd. Regional groups will sliaie with eadi Ollier llitir goals and sltaregics fur local advocacy initiarivu. leaving ilimnii 
with a clear sense of how diey will niove forwaid togetlici to promote ediicaiion.al enuity for all suidemi.

12:30 - 5:00PM LUNCH «£ SCHOOL SEKVICI PROJECT
D.C. PublicSehools (eeattkseation to btannouneed)

Keynote Speaker: Farmer IJ. ,S. Senator Harris WoffoiJ (l)-PA)'
Marrix Wolford, pioneer of rhe n.xriona1 xervire movemenr and former advixor m Or Marrin Iniher King, Jr, will learl 
Teach For America paniripanrx, n.C. inidenrx, .xnd local xervire grnopx In e .xchnol impmvemenr projecr. The evenr will 
cake place at two D.C. piiklic .xihnolx where Teach For Aincriva curiu inciidxrs aic now icachiiig. Each piujeCI haa licen 
intpired hy ihr tralTnf the xelirv.) an»l flrelgned hy a rixni.oirrre rotnprixed of rhe .x,:hool leaderxhip and pa.ri.*ip;,flng xervire 
organiTartona. 'Mr \C6JptrJ*t ajrirrn might hr shified to ^anerd/y momirt^ ptense call to amjsrnt.
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TEACH FOR AMERICA
Education Reform Symposium: 

A Focus on Student Achievement

Teach For America Alumni Summit 
at Th« Gtorge Washington University's Marvin Center*

Saturday, January 14,1995 • 3*30 • 5:30 p.m.

SYMPOSIUM PRESENTERS ^
Mr. AUil^nce for Restructuring Education,

The National Center on Education and the Economy 
M». Edwina Branch, Principal. Coalition School, NYC 
Mr. Steven Farkaa, Director of Research, Public Agenda Foundation 
Mr. Bill GaUton, Domestic Policy Advisor to President Clinton ,,..
Mb. Kati Haycock, Director, Education Trust, American Association of Higher Education 
Ms. Michelle Rhee, Baltimore Teach For America teacher. Education Alternatives, Uto. Schoo 
Mr. Ralph Smith, Director of Planning a.id Development, The Annie E. Casey Foundation

PURPOSE OF SYMPOSIUM ,,
leach For America, Inc. and its aluiruU aie committed to equal opportunity and educational excellence for 
all children in this country. As advocates for educational reform, TFA alumni strive to ensure that 
students in urban and rural public schools realize their tnie potential.

TFA alumni boast varying degrees of knowledge about current efforts to reform education. National, 
state, and local measures designed to improve schools, increase student achievement and 
educational equity continue to take shape across the United States. Alumni seek to Icam about tliese 
reform initiatives and how to better contribute to these efforts.

GOALS OF SYMPOSIUM
A successful Symposium will ensure that TFA alumni:

• reflect on the many reform initiatives under way in schools and school systems that seek to advance 
the achievement and development of school children; and

• discover how tltey might join In tliese reform efforts and take action to increase student successes.

description of SYMPOSIUM . ti i h
The Symposium will begin with an overview of the present state of student ac^evement in the Uiul^ 
States and will highlight the different Initiatives to promote studwt learning and
overview, the audience will divide into three groups to explore one of three targeted discus^on 
questions. The first group will focus on how recenUy passed federal legislation can assist tochers m to 
Efforts to promote student achievement. The second group - geared for those out of the classroom- i^l 
explore how to build community-wide support for and belief in education reforms to 
achievement- The third group will outline some aliematives to the more traditional approaches to school

system reform.

*The Marvin Center is located at 800 21st Street, NW Washington, DC
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Press List

Contact Name 

Scott
Kate Kclliher 
Barbara Pape 
Meg Sonunerfeld 
Hollis Englcy 
Aims Cifplli-Tsgro 
F.lissa Leibowitz 
Claire Duggan 
Michelle Von Fnw 
Uonna Brutkoski 
Mark Binkcr 
Mario Smith 
Bill Fischer
Sara Mosle 
Rich Blow 
Michael Kramer 
Suneel Ratan 
Warren Cohen 
Diane Boozer 
Dill Albert 
Mike Ahlcrs 
Connie Chung

Media

CNN (Friday Classes, Simon/Wendy, Service) 

The Daily Report Card 
The Daily Report Card 
Education Week (Ed Reform)
Cannet News Service 
Glamour (Saturday)
GW Hatchet 
GW Hatchet 
GW Hatchet 
GW Hatchet
Johns Hopkins Newsletter 
Johns Hopkins Newsletter 
NFA Today (F.d Reform)
New Republic
Regardie's 
Time Magazine 
Time Magazine
U.S. News and World Report (Young Leaders) 
WJLA-TV Channel 7 
WTTC -TV Fov Channel 5 
WUSA-TV Channel 9 
WUSA-TV Channel 9

Other Press Generated

Laurye Blackford 
Joan Hamburg
Bill Fischer 
Michael Shore

America's Talking in Depth/CNBC - Two Weeks 
Joan Hamhurg ShowyWOR-RaHio
NEA Today 
MTV News
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TEACH FOR AMERICA
WASHINGTON, DC REGIONAL OFHCE
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FaxNo.: 2^C32--
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the white house

WASHINGTON

Januaiy 13,1994

MEMORANDUM FOR GEOROE STEPIIANOPOULOS 

FROM: RICK ALLEN 0^

SUBJECT: TEACH FOR AMERICA

Attached are some paltry materials; call me to talk through auytliing you want.

From our point of view the three most important messages are.
■ TeKh For America is purl cfAmeriCorp,. Many TFAteaehMB don't reaily^ptWs-

case of the conflict between national identity (ours) and inaiket niche (to »)■ 
ft AmeriCorps is big; 20,000. which is more than the Peace Coips at us height
• AmeriCorps is under attaekjust as it begins, withRepiiblrca,isweldmgacham-sawin

budget cutting, the newest and most innovative programs are m danger.

I am sorry for the rushed nature of this - feel free to call me.
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CHAIRMAN DAVID 3V1LHHLM 
REMARKS ABOUT AMERlCORPS 

TO CHICAGO CORPORATE LEADERS 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 1994

Today is a uiileslonc in our history - and not just because the will beat
Today, September 12, marks the launch of the largest national movement m a generauon.

As we speak from the .South 1 Awn of the White House and by satellite to the hills of Los Angeles 
A tt Tcxfti- the center of Boston and the Badlands of the Dakotas" and to Chicago s

Lady will celebrate the beginning of AmeriCordi.
AmcriCorps is our national service movement -Lr domestic Peace Corps. Like FDR * 

ConservXn Corps during the Great Depres/on, AmeriCorps will make change real in c Ues
thU »,uiuy. Uke fl.c ^ Con>», A-n^Corp, wdl cU

upon the best of a generation to reclaim wWt has always been best about America.
AmeriCorps isn’t simply a last chance for /gh school drop-outs nor a last fling for Ivy gradu^^. 

U may be ^e toughest job its members ever have. The pay is low, the hours long, 6™
Is^tou^ asitgL to make America better. So that the squiggbs on a page become a ^ 

first story .So that a back-country stream runs clear as when the bison roam^. So that a 
fpl.y, no. crime n.le fte grounds. So « Amenca's work «

getting done.
As the President promised during the 1992 campaign, AmeriCorps reunites opportunity and 
responsibiUty. When AmeriCoTps members help bring hope hard is^k to
earVcducatton awards they can use to pay for college or pay off student l^s. And through to 
common effort, we will reclaim fm the country what has always made Chicago the nation s be-, 

a S » a sen^^of community despite differences - mi excitement m a common

future.
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pi
What Is AmorlCorps?

How does AmeriCorps 
benefit oomimmHIee?

Hew are AmerlCorps 
funds distributed?

AmeriCorps
*,™.dC0tps l« » naw rational WMlivelhal involvas paopljMM agef^

members receive education awards.

AmeriCorps programs are as diverse as the communities they serve, but
they ore united by a eommon mission:
* Getting Things Done to help communities meet their education, public 

safety, human and environmental needs.

* Stiengthenlng Communities by bringing together people from all back­
grounds to aolvo problems at the local level.

* Encouraging Besponslbllity through service and civic education.

* Expanding Opportunity by helping to make poatsBoondary education 

more affordable.

^nlze neighborhood watch associations, provide f f f 
viSims and prevent ciime through conflict resoWlon training. Th^ 
affordable housing, help seniors live indepandontly, and immunlro 
against preventable diseases. They clean up o«y streets, restore national 
parks, ana provide rellel lo areas hardest hit by natural disasters.

backgrounds.

are rSed to demonstrate local support by raising matching fund, from 

businesses and other local sources.

corporation lor National Service ★ 1201 NewXbrk Avenue. Washington, DC 20525 ★ 202 60B - 5000
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How do organizations apply 
to be AmerICorpa programs?

Do Mombere receive benefits?

Who con be en 
AmerlCorpe Member?

What ie the Corporation 
for National Service?

Eligible organizations include those run by nonprolit
state and federal governnftents; Indian tribes. ^

Ai^lcation deadlinea ae in early spring.

Full-time AmertCorps Members receive a modest living allowance, health 
and child cate benefits as needed, and a post-service award of $4,725 to 
Mp pay for higher education or vocational training. Part-time Members
receive adjusted benefits.

A™riO«l»M.mber8mustlx,dliffli» orpermny raadiw o, ^
and at laaat 17 yeata of age. To request an app^ion. call 1 800 94 
ACORPS (1-800-942-2677) TOD# 1-800-835-3722).

The federally-funded Corporation for Nati^l
for Americana of all ages and backgrounds to f^a^e
amarter, safer, healthier, and Stronger
AmeriCorps. the Corporation oversees Learn ^ Seiw
for etudonts and the National Senior Service Corps for Amencans age do

and older.

AmeriCorps Information: 1 ■ 800 - 94 - ACORPS

corporation for National Service ★ 1201 New\bi1< Avenue, Washington, DC 20525 ★ 202 Goe - 5000



THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release September 21, 1993

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
IN SIGNING CEREMONY OF THE NATIONAL SERVICE BILL

The South Lawn

11:15 A.M. EDT

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much, Mr. Vice President.
I always wanted to be introduced by the host of the David Letterman 
Show. (Laughter.)

I was thinking about what my Top 10 List would be — the 
best things about having A1 Gore as Vice President. (Laughter and 
applause.) He educates me on things great and trivial. (Laughter.) 
And that's 10, and numbers nine through one are: He has a vote in
the United States Senate. (Laughter and applause.) He said, and I'm 
always on the winning side when I vote. (Laughter.)

I want to welcome you all to America's backyard, a 
fitting place to come to celebrate the opportunity to serve our 
neighbors and the opportunity to rebuild the American community. I 
have harbored this dream for years. It was stoked in me by so many 
thousands of experiences I cannot even recall them all.

When the Vice President and I went across this country 
last year, I was deeply moved by forces that were both good and bad 
that kept pushing me to believe that this was more important than so 
many other things that all of us do in public life. I saw the 
wreckage, the insanity, the lost human potential that you can find 
now not only in our biggest cities, but in every community. And yet, 
I saw even in the most difficult circumstances the light in the eyes 
of so many young people; the courage, the hunger for life; the desire 
to do something to reach beyond themselves ana to reach out to others 
and to make things better.

I listened and learned from so many people. I saw the 
examples of the service programs that you have represented here on 
this stage. I watched people's dreams come to life. I watched the 
old and the young relate in ways they hadn't. I watched mean streets 
turn into safer and better and more humane places. I saw all these 
things happening, and I realized that there was no way any government 
program could solve these problems even if we had the money to spend 
on them, which we don't, but that the American people, if organized 
and directed and challenged and asked, would find a way.

I am in debt to so many people, all of whom have been at 
least referred to. But I would like to say a particular word of 
thanks to those who sponsored previous legislation for a limited' 
basis. I want to say a special word of thanks to the Republicans anc 
the Democrats who joined together in the Congress to make sure that 
this would know no party and that we would somehow reach beyond the 
normal debate and dialogue to unify this country, starting with the 
Congress.

I thank the people who helped me before I became 
President to understand more about national service the people whc 
wrote books and articles, the people v;ho worked with me in the DLC

MORE
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and other organizations, 
played a role in this day

I thank all of you because all of you

But aost of all, I want to thank the young people of 

Let's give them another hand. (Applause.)

I don't believe there was a stop on our bus tour across 
the country when the Vice President and I didn't mention our 
commitment to national service as a part of our drive to make col..ege 
education affordable to all, but also as a part of our deeper desire 
to bring the American community back together. (Applause.)

I have to say a special word of appreciation to Eli 
Segal. (Applause.) I have known him for about half my lifetime. I 
can still remember when we were young with the dreams and the 
enthusiasms that these young people on this stage have today. I 
could not have known when we first met in our attempt to do the best 
we could by our country so long ago that someday we would be standing 
here on this stage to do this. But I know this: This national
service bill and this project would not be in the form it is and we
would not be here celebrating today in the way we are if it had not
been for his brilliant, dedicated leadership. And I thank him for 
that. (Applause.)

Relying on the ancient adage that if it ain't broke, 
don't fix it, I am today forwarding to Senator Kennedy and the United 
States Senate the nomination of Eli Segal to be the Chief Executive 
Officer of the Corporation for National and Community Service. 
(Applause.)

I also want to acknowledge, as has already been referred 
to, the roots of our history in all this day and people who have 
contributed to this day because of what they did in their time.
Twice before in this century Americans have been called to great 
adventures in civilian service. Sixty years ago, in the depths of 
the Depression, Franklin Roosevelt created the CCC and gave Americans 
the chance not only to do meaningful work so that they could feed 
themselves and their families, but so that they could build America 
for the future. And down to this day there is not a state in this 
country that is untouched by the continuing impact of the good worx 
done by the people who labored in the CCC. (Applause.)

Today we have two veterans of President Roosevelt's 
Civilian Conservation Corps -- william Bailey and Owen Davis. Would 
they please stand wherever they are? (Applause.) There they are. 
Thank you. (Applause.)

It is with special pride that I will use President 
Franklin Roosevelt's pen set, with which he signed nearly every piec. 
of legislation as President, to sign our bill here today.

We also point with pride, as the vice President said, ti 
the enduring legacy and the continued vitality of John Kennedy's 
Peace Corps, created by legislation which President Kennedy signeo 3 
years ago tomorrow. I want to acknowledge, as the Vice President 
did, the wonderful work of Sergeant Shriver not only as the first 
director and guiding spirit of the Peace Corps, but for what he a.a 
with the VISTA program. And I want to acknowledge (Applause) 
thank you — and to say with some pride that it was my privilege, 
influenced by people like the Vice President whose sister served wit 
such distinction in the Peace Corps, to appoint the first Peace Corp 
volunteer to actually direct the Peace Corps, Carol Bellamy. And . 
thank her for her leadership. (Applause.)

Thanks to the generosity of Sergeant Shriver, 
also use the pen President Kennedy used 30 years ago -- 32

I will 
years ago

MORE
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=-irrn 1-hP Pfiace corps legislation to create a new national ;;r^iorcorp fo^America^ We will call it Anericorp. (Applause.

When I asked our country's young people to give 
.o.«hln, to ourro.pood.d by tho J;“5*“t- J«5ts .sniog t» o#rv..
Eli's office was l^^f^^^^y^^PcLsent 20,000 young people next year 
These two young now,. And I hope, believei°°'™°tharnltionai seJ^ice'^wUl ^^main throughout the life of 
and dream that national se^ice ^ series of challenges, across
America not a series of P^°®^ to help us to rebuild our
all the generations and all '''^Iks of lire success of
troubled but wonderful every young American who
this program will % college education, or othe
”bifdror4SS?i“Vnf?»”?i5,“?o“|-tb.t. A?d I belitvt it win
happen.

........

;iSrt~°«T.vrbiii;t£you!;|T-p^
w!?Sl3!s"ro“°»tlo:r?.«s to ieU t..=her.. old.s it out
schools.

I„ t». C=.ln9 boptbs w. will ‘“'"on?
nonptotit wotli .nd in
33ii3rs=“r»3tSu3‘lS"rl3SS»3iP IP tpo ,to.ip, .ov..o„t o, 
national service.

But beyond the concrete achievements of Americorp,

us to be. (Applause.)
And I hope it will remind every American that there car

.11,

S3'Se333.'?bir3i-ori-
then Athens ceased to be free.

MV fellow Americans, there are streets and neighborhooc 
.pd o=».upiti.| '3".„pr?£3y"3p33“«3;

33wp“S3irtS3 331 Sfi; ’ :sF-i rLs"3d^jiSJThis National Service Corps should , America will preserve
across this country that the young people
the freedom of America for to rebuild the American

WPIOP drovi tpi. Id., to tP. t..lity w.
find today.

I am so proud .of all of you who are a P®’^^ 
am profoundly ‘3“^®^g^21st^century!^the°LcceL"of our great voyage 
”f ^tLr?.nSert%Srim:rfn' human history -
to remember that it is at the ^,^®^Sing a stand

Tor'^lie ITolTst^ion tha^ if we challenge people to se,

MORE



and we give them a chance to fulfill their abilities, more and more 
and more we will all understand that we must go forward together.
This is the profoundest lesson of this whole endeavor. And it will 
be the great legacy of the wonderful people who make it come alive.

Thank you and God bless you all. (Applause.)
end 11:34 A.M. EDI
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A meeting of young and old minds m
DAVID NYHAN

^ "Y" ince Nobile has a shaved 
% / head, a Yamaha trombone 
%/ and the right attitude.

T His ska band, Him
jkala Bim, pumped up the volume 
ind the energy level Tuesday on a 
lunny acre abutting the north end of 
iarvard Yard. The kids of America, 
■epresented by several hundred T- 
ihirted and dungareed youths, were 
itill vibrating.

This was the closest that the 
ipirit of John Harvard, represented 
)y a solemn statue of the founder 
seated, ponderously, 100 yards 
south, would ever get to a mosh pit.

“We played one of our tunes. 
Eight Track Mind,’ about back- 
fvards thinking and it’s time to get 
ivith the ’90’s,” said Nobile. “It’s a 
message to wake up. 'Then we did 
Digging a Hole.’ You know; when 
jrou’re on a good thing, keep it goin’. 
It’s up to the people to keep it mo- 
srin’.’’ No kidding.

Suitably pumped by Bim Skala 
Bim, the future leaders, followers 
and in-betweeners of America’s next 
century listened politely to the four- 
food-groups pitch-persons of the new 
volunteer movement, the conununity 
service crowd.

In case you haven’t noticed - 
you’d never know it if you get your 
news from television - the spiarter, 
abler and higher-minded « Ameri­
ca’s young are set to eihbark on a 
vast experiment in community ser­
vice. The concept was embraced by

the young after it was enabled by 
the Clinton administration.

The label slapped on this new set 
of government-encouraged pro­
grams approved by Congress is 
AmeriCorps, which has all the requi­
site logos, fact sheets (every 17-year- 
old or older who’s accepted for a 
one- or two-year hitch gets a weekly 
stipend, health insurance and $4,750 
a year toward college), and a catch­
all number, 1-800-94-ACORPS.

A fledgling federal agency, the 
Corporation for National Service, 
linked up with Rock the Vote for 
four rallies around the country. 'This

The smarter and 
higher-minded of 

America’s young are 
set to embark on a 
vast experiment in 
community service.

one put the administration’s young­
est insider - George Stephanopoulos, 
bom in ’61, Kennedy’s first year as 
president - alongside one of the old­
est - Interior Secretary Bruce Bab­
bitt, 56 next month.

Babbitt, who might be nominated 
to the Supreme Court today, was a 
student at Harvard in 1965, when 
Stfephanopoulos was three. He told 
the young crowd what it was like 
then, with JFK fresh in his grave, 
blacks battling fire hoses in the

c

South and TV news just emerging 
from its Stone Age. “I was a student 
on this campus, watching TV, seeing 
the streets of Selma, Alabama, and 
Martin Luther King Jr.,” said Bab­
bitt. “Events were gathering for the 
civil rights march to Montgomery.”

To his audience, the saga was al­
most as remote as Julius Caesar’s 
Gallic wars. “Something seized me,” 
Babbitt continued. “I walked off this 
campus and went to Selma, Ala., for 
several weeks.” He joined the Move­
ment, a young white guy from Ari­
zona hanging around small Southern 
towns where blacks couldn’t vote, 
eat at a restaurant or use the john. 
Babbitt became a ’60’s guy, working 
for VISTA and Head Start. “It was 
the most important thing I’ve ever 
done in my life,” said a fellow who’s 
been governor, a Cabinet officer, a 
not-too-shabby candidate for presi­
dent and maybe soon a judge.
, No Harvard crowd is ever short 
of a cadre of boot-licking careerists. 
Could it be true that a Cabinet offi­
cer and maybe a Supreme Court 
judge would get a bigger kick out of 
integrating a lunch counter in Mis­
sissippi than getting a cushy job in 
D.C.?

But the young prefer hearing 
from the young. Stephanopoulos, 
Clinton’s MTV Man, is a heart-throb 
to fanzine-style groupies of the 12-13 
bracket. He plugged Clinton’s agen­
da, linking it to the youth revolt the 
young love to hear about. “Elections 
matter. What you do matters. Gov­
ernment can do something, govem-

DOROTHY AHLE lUllSTRATION
Bruce Babbitt went from Har­
vard Yard to Selma, Ala. Will his 
next stop be the Supreme Court? ^

ment can work to change people’s ; 
lives for the better.”

Bruce Babbitt nodded vigorous­
ly; 29 years after bolting Harvard 
Law School for Selma and the Move- ; 
ment, he’s got a shot at going on the 
Supreme Court. You don’t need to ; 
be a weatherman, or a trombonist in 
a ska band, to know that things ' 
change if enough people want them 
to change. Clinton may be hamhand­
ed with foreign policy, but he’s gang- 
busters on national service. In the 
marathon now underway in the na­
tion between cynicism and idealism, 
the race is to the young. Where they 
go, this country goes.

David Nyhan is a Globe columnist

-Mw. ^obe - FH.% 13,



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON

May 4, 1994

MEMORANDUM FOR GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS 

FROM: RICK ALLEN ^

SUBJECT: TALKING POINTS FOR HARVARD AMERICORPS EVENT

We thought it might be helpfiil if we gave you some suggested talking points for your 
appearance on the 12th at Harvard; I don’t know your "voice" well enough to get this honed 
correctly, but hopefully it will be a starting point.

• .4'

In less than a month, the seniors among you will graduate. You will hear a lot of advice 
from your commencement speakers, teachers, parents and friends ~ all aimed at helping 
you live a better life. At some risk, let me jump into that long line with a simple 
observation: you can’t live the good life totally alone.

We can’t define ourselves as just the sum of our strengths and desires, because we are 
accountable for what we’ve done, not just what we have.

Near the century’s beginning, a Harvard man told the students of another old university:
"It is not the .critic who counts; not the man who points out how the strong man 
stumbles, or where the doer of deeds could have done better. The credit belongs to the 
man who is actually in the arena, whose face is marred by dust and sweat and blood; 
who strives valiantly;...who spends himself in a worthy cause; who at the best knows in 
the Mid the triumph of high achievement, and who at worst, if he fails, at least fails 
while daring greatly, so that his place shall never be with those cold and timid souls who 
know neither victory nor defeat."

Each morning at 8 a.m., as we begin our senior staff meeting at the White House, I look 
up at a huge painting of the speaker of those words, Teddy Roosevelt, and at the Nobel 
Peace Prize he won in 1906, the first awarded to an American. And if you tone it down 
a bit and add "woman" in with every mention of "man" - and maybe substitute 
"reporter" for "critic" - I think Roosevelt’s words work as well now as they did in his 
own, very different time.

I saw it all around the country two years ago, travelling with then-candidate Clinton. In 
an election that my friend James Carville said was just about "the economy, stupid", 
what really grabbed audiences from the big cities to the small towns was Bill Clinton’s 
call for national service. ^ ^ ^
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Americans in 1992 wanted change, and they saw national service as a way to make it 
happen: to change the conditions in our communities; to change the incr^sing
unaffordability of college; and to change the growing sense that the forces drawing us 
apart - whether they were race or age or class or gender -- were getting stronger than 

those forces keeping us together.

Time and again, what made national service important to the candidate and to the 
audience was its blend of what made the entire 1992 Presidential election so critic^ to 
the country: reuniting responsibility and opportunity, and reuniting our American
community. tJ4l(

So when I stood outside -- like today - for another series of speeches, on Inaugural Day,
I wasn’t surprised to hear the President challenge all Americans - and especially the 
young - to "seasons of service", and I wasn’t surprised when the President gave 
instructions to Eli Segal, who heads the national service program, and to all of us that 
he wanted his AmeriCorps program to become law in his first year.

Eli and the Congress met that challenge. National service became the law of the land 
about the time you began this school year. The government has now done what it can 
do, and frankly, it is a far more revolutionary role for government than anything we have 
heard about since I was in coUege. Now the challenge comes back to you - are you 
ready for AmeriCorps? Are you ready to act on your idealism? Merely being in college 
required you to take some measure of responsibility for yourself; AmeriCorps asks if you 
are ready to take some measure of responsibility for all of us.

The essence of that challenge is simple: we alone bear responsibility for our
communities. No one else is to blame if our nation includes children who are needlessly 
sick, adults who cannot read, or elderly people who are unsafe in our streets. These are 
our neighbors and our neighborhoods, and we alone can make things right. And you are 
old enough and smart enough and strong enough to make a difference.

Some of you have already begun, following in Harvard’s long tradition of community 
involvement. I know of John King’s work with the Mission Hill Summer Program: I 
know how he and others with Phillips Brooks House don’t just talk about community -- 
they live it, quite literally, by moving into the Mission Hill housing proj^ts not as 
missionaries of some higher order of humanity, but ^ members of a community with the 

talent and the commitment to make a difference..

dr thousands of young adultrUUIlng the\AmeriCorps will give that opportunity to tens 
next year -- but it offers far more than an intriguing year between college and grad 
school. It will give you a chance to change a community and to transform yourself. It 
isn’t for the faint hearted. If ymrthink everythingJtLthisJXJuntFy-t^^ 
backjnjhe-beadserand^rack another cola one. ^
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• But if you know we can do better, then remember the words Robert Kennedy told 
students at Cape Town University, South Africa 28 years ago: "each time [someone] 
stands up for an ideal, or acts to improve the lot of others, or strikes out against 
injustice, [they] senc^ forth a tiny ripple of hope, and crossing each other from a million 
different centers of energy and daring, those ripples build a current that can sweep down 
the mightiest wallsjjf oppression and resistance."

• ^e watched those walls in South Africa finally crumble last week. It’s Urn 
imemiiffmit: currents here at hom^j^t’s time for AmeriCorps.
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If everyone in America were as committed as all of you are, 
we’d have our problems solved in no time. (It would certainly make 

work easier at the White House.)

A generation ago, Martin Luther King Jr. challenged people of 

every age, of every color, from every region of the country, to join 

together and work to solve the problems in America. He said that 

"we are caught in an inescapable network of mutuality, tied in a 

single garment of destiny."

That was his fancy way of saying that we’re all in this together.

That idea, and the man who spoke about it, made a great 

impression on President Clinton when he was in high school, and 

that’s part of the reason why President Clinton grew up to believe so 

strongly in the importance of community service.

Community service shows people — especially young people — 

that we are in this together. That we all belong to something larger 

and greater than ourselves — that our actions can mean a great deal to 

others, to our neighbors, our communities, and ultimately, to our 

country.

And that reminds me of another thing Martin Luther King also 

said, which was, "Everybody can be great because everybody can 

serve."

On behalf of the President, I want to congratulate you on all that 

you are doing, for rolling up your sleeves, for putting in the hours, 
for doing the hard work that needs to be done, and, most of all, for 

setting a great example for others to follow. I hope more people do.

Thank you. I wish you all the luck in the world.



THE ™iTE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary
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REMARKS BV THE PRESIDENT 

TO STUDENTS AT KRAMER JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL

Kramer Junior High School 
Washington, D. C.

She did a great job 
I'm very, very glad t

10:50 A.M. EST

THE PRESIDENT; Thank you very much. Give Carlotta 
another hand. Didn't she do a good job? (Applause.) She was 
nervous. I told her there was nothing to it.
Thank you, Carlotta. Thank you, Mr. Poles, 
be here.

I wanted to come here the day after I gave the State 
the union Address last week, but I lost my voice. And as you can 
hear, I haven't quite gotten it back. But I think I can at least 
what I came to say and hopefully answer some of your questions.

Every year the President gives the State of the Union 
Address to report to our whole country on the accomplishments and 
goals of the country and of the government. But I came to Kramer 
this morning because I wanted to say something else. And that is 
that the future of our union depends not just on the President and 
the Congress, on what I do or don't do, it also depends on you — 
every boy and girl in this school and every person like you all 
across this country, in the biggest cities, in the smallest towns 
all the places in between, on how well you prepare for your life a 
how well you're able to lead it. That will shape what kind of 
country America is, and it will affect all the rest of us as well.

I think all of you know this, but this school has 
produced two graduates who are now part of what I do at the White 
House. And I want to formally introduce them. First, the Assista 
Agent-in-Charge of my Secret Service detail, a person in charge of 
protecting me, Mr. Danny Sprigs. Stand up, Danny. (Applause.) H 
graduated from this school, went on to the University of New Mexic 
and played football for the Dallas Cowboys, and then came back to 
Secret Service and progressed through the ranks to his present, ve 
important position.

Second, I'd like to introduce one of my very talented 
White House photographers, also a graduate of this school, Ms. Sha 
Farmer. (Applause.) Sharon, where are you? There she is, down i 
front. (Applause.) She graduated from this school, went on to Oh 
State University where she was elected president of the student be 
then became a photographer, and is so good at what she does, that 
is on the staff of the President.

I'd also like to tell you that the head of our Secret 
Service detail. Rich Miller, grew up in this neighborhood. So, the 
was a lot of interest in Kramer.

The Secret Service agents every year who protect the 
First Family give the President and the First Lady a Christmas gif 
I don't know what those gifts have been in the past, but this yeat 
got a letter from my Secret Service detail saying that because I Y. 
emphasized service so much and worked so hard to pass a national 
service bill, which gives young people like you the chance to carr 
some money to go to college by serving in their community, that th

MORE
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[ vith tbm questioning period. You have a nilce, okay.

THE PRESIDENT: Now, where are the mikes out in the 
audience? Where are they? Oh, okay. Now, how are we going to do 
this? The mikes have a long cord so that the ladies can go all the 
way up. If you've got a question or a comment, raise your hand and 
they'll bring you the microphone. Don't be shy. There you go. Ta;- 
mine. Tell us who you are and what grade you're in.

Q I'm in the 9th grade. And I would like to know wl 
Kramer ain't got coed lunches.

THE PRESIDENT: Coed what?

Q Lunch.
THE PRESIDENT: Lunch? That's one thing I don't know

the answer to. I don't know why Kramer doesn't have coed lunch, bu- 
surely the principal can answer the question before I leave.

But if I were you, I'd want it, too. (Laughter.)

Go ahead, listen now. You all be quiet and listen to 
your classmates, one at a time.

Q I am in the 9th grade, and I would like to know, 
respect to the crime bill, what happens on the first or second 
strike?

THE PRESIDENT: I'm sorry, I didn't — what?

Q In respect to the crime bill, what happens on the 
first or second strike, since we're trying to avoid the third strik

THE PRESIDENT: What are the strikes?

Q What happens on the first and second strike?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. Well, on the first or second
what happens - he's asking — the crime bill, there's a provision, 
there will be a provision which says if you commit three violent 
crimes, you can't be paroled. No parole after three violent crimes 
You asked what happens on the first or the second crime it deper 
on, frankly, what the offense was. In other words, those people wa 
go through the criminal justice system --and let's suppose it s ar 
armed robbery, and the maximum sentence is 20 years, and jury gives 
15 years, then the person will go to prison under a 15-year sentenc 
and will be eligible for parole after serving a certain amount of 
that time.

So then most states — and the federal goverriment has 
sentencing guidelines on this — most states have laws which saV ^ 
you commit a second crime, you have to se^e a much longer period c 
time before you're eligible for parole. But under this provision v 
say if the crimes are violent, if you're really hurting somebody, 
then you shouldn't be paroled at all if you do it three times, 
because you've obviously shown that you're going to spend your lift 
hurting other people and it's not worth the risk.

But the first two will be covered by whatever the law 
now. And it depends on what the crime is and what the circumstanc 
are.

Q Good morning, Mr. President. I'm in the seventh 
grade. In your State of Address Union, you mentioned the Safe Wat. 
Act. What are some of the specifics of this act.

MORE



'teachers; I have liste:ied to principals; and I have 
to students — not for just a year, but for nore than a

vdecada-
What this legislation that Congress is debating does i: 

to try to establish what kind of education every child needs in eve; 
school. It sets out some goals that will guarantee that if we read 
them, all of our young people, wherever they are, whether they come 
from poor families or middle-class families or wealthy families, if 
their schools work right, they'll be prepared to compete and to win 
in the 21st century.

One of those goals says by the year 2000, every school 
in America will be free of drugs and violence and will offer a 
disciplined environment, conducive to learning. No one should have 
to go to school afraid, and no school should operate in a way that 
makes learning impossible. But the truth is that while we have som. 
legislation up there to make our schools safer, you have a lot to d> 
with what goes on in this school and whether the environment is goo. 
for learning.

Another goal says that by the year 2000 the high schoo 
graduation rate will increase to at least 90 percent — that's the 
international standard. Another says that every adult should posse 
the knowledge and the skills needed to get and keep a good job, a j 
as good as people have in other countries.

When I drive up and down streets in some neighborhoods 
in this country and I see grown people standing on the street witho 
work, it breaks my heart. And I know a lot of them would like to g 
to work; and I know a lot of them don't get work in part because th 
don't have a good education. These goals — all of these goals 
are critical to your future. I want to start with the last one.

When I was your age, the unemployment rate in this 
country was three percent, more or less. When I graduated from hig 
school, I knew a lot of people who dropped out of high school. I 
mean, that was a long time ago. Lots of folks didn't finish school 
But I didn't know a soul, black or white, with or without an 
education, who wanted a job who didn't have one. That's the litera 
truth when 1 was 17. That's the economy we had then. That was the 
reality then. Everybody I knew who was willing to work could find 
work.

Now, that's not true anymore, is it? It's just not 
true. Today, more than ever before, whether you have a job or not 
and how much you can earn at the job and what your future is depend 
upon how much you can learn. Not just what you know, but how much 
you can learn. People who graduate from high school make twice as 
much as those who don't. Those who get training after high school 
make more. Those who graduate from college make twice as much agai 
And those who are willing to learn for a lifetime can deal with the 
hard truth that the average 18-year-old today will change work seve 
or eight times over the course of a lifetime.

Now, that can be a good deal. You might, if you do it 
right, live in the most exciting time America has ever known, becat

....................... You'll get to know people all over
my age, you'll be routinely callingthe world is changing so fast.

the world. By the time you're ,..j -y-, i— -- — ----------- 7^ ----------
people around the world with a television screen along with your 
telephone — you'll be talking to people, and there will be 
instantaneous translation. It will be an exciting time. But ip w; 
change so fast that you'll have to be able to learn new things all 
the time. And you have to decide whether you're going to do that, 
just like we have to decide whether we're going to give you the toe 
to do that.

MORE
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school and talked to 1 t service detail, by adopting th,everybody. So I hope that ^e^ice ^ .
school, first regarding, more interesting, and I ho;
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over America now teio maybe I ought to dointo the °A^d if that^happLs, Kramer will have do
ITreaflef ice'for fung pfople all across the United States.

I want to ask you all,^ °veffe need to do a
questions, to think |®fr and^the schools safer. Ves,
better 1 ob in maKin<5 the stree Tnr»*ro nobs so you have soincto do a better job bfttir ^ob of givin,
opportunity out there. ^ ^ so^that you can get the best
ySur_schools the tools they^need so that^y.^^
Dossiblo education* But y 9 . aive up on you or wheth<
You have to decide ^tball for the Cowboys and be in th*someday you'.re going to Play^football^for
Secret Service or 9° of white House. You have to make that
SllLtSS.^o “ppjSdKp PO pS«Lun P.P ..«P tP.P a.o— to.

you. I haven't given up °^^^‘'®g^°„y'^generation wfLve eve 
I think you are as smart ^^^an you are getting. And I a">
produced, and you deserve ^®tter than y g’^ools better and th
going to try to make your streets sate, yfuture better. But you also have^to aay,^I^^^

W Pnd o? Ih. d..l and I »»« yP« « ""P

yours.
Thank you and God bless you all.
PRINCIPAL POLES: ’('“^^fstudenfbldf befre tht

time, we will have =°™® ^®|^^°"iixfto rake the opportunity to
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I think you could do that would have the biggest impact on the cm 
problem.

Q Good morning Mr. President. Since family life h;
been breaking down for the last 30 years, what can my generation d<
to restore family values?

THE PRESIDENT: Did you hear what she said? She said

Unmake up your mind you're not going to have a
enough to take care of it, until you're married. (Applause.)

I mean, that's the most important thing. You I
aave -- how many of you all saw my speech the other night. Did an
of you see it? I guess you knew I was coming, so some of you watc 
il ^ "Llu5ht«.) Did they tell you to watch it? The principal to 
vou to watch the speech. We spent all this time now, I m tryin 
to figure out how to help people get off of welfare — good 
wL a« strapped on welfare, who hate it, who don't want to be on 
And I've got some ideas, and I've learned a lot from people who ar 
on welfare about it.

But one big problem is, people get on it because they 
start having children when they are children. And that s the firs 
thing. The^second thing that you ought to do is something you car 
do alone, and that is that we need to organize, starting about thi 
aae voung men to start talking among each other about what their 
rel^olVillu.Ties are, and that they shouldn't - they should not c 
out and father these kids when they're not•mo'hhft'rs th'ev‘ re not prepared to take responsibility for the 
children, and they're not even able to take responsibility for 
themselves. This is not a sport, this is a solemn responsibility.
(Applause.)

Look, it's hard — then, once you get married, peopK 
have to realize they're going to have to ride through some tough 
times to keep the family together. There is no such thing as a 
trouble-free family. There's no such thing as a family where figl 
never occur, where differences never happen, where some days you 
think it wouldn't be easier to quit than to go on. There is no s
family.

So the third thing we should be doing when young peo] 
are young is to say, look, the family is the most wonderful _ 
institution in society, but it's a human thing, which means it s . o? fauS^ ?oo? And you need to think about it. And when you mak 
commitment to it, you need to do everything you can to hang in thi 
with it all the way, because it makes life much more meaningful.i^lSnelv enough as it is. And if you have a family and you 
Lve people that are helping you, it makes a huge difference and 
makes life better.

I'm telling you, until we decide this is a this i 
bio cultural thing. We've got to make a decision. Every one of 
hav4 to make it --is it right or wrong if you're a_boy, to get s

liro% wfon?ror^?hi:! f^hL^It'^s ^^ro"n^ t
^::rrf"?o^rh^a^,^romrwLre^"the^e^s^Lii^chiirour^hLrrou:Sid
mother is still the most important tning in society. It is the ir 
imnortant thine that any person can do. But when you do it, y°^ oS^tS d?i?"wLn it'^ ?ight. When 
right for the child, and when you can do it right.
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around and walk away when I do it. I'm going ^o take responsibili 
for what I do. (Applause.)

I wish there was some high-falutin' easy way to say i 
but there's not There isn't any way to turn this thing around 
except to turn it around.

Q My question was, what type of steps are you goir 
to take to help the.slow of AIDS in the community?

THE PRESIDENT: AIDS? The AIDS problem?

Q Yes. (Applause.)
THE PRESIDENT: He asked what we were going to do to

to slow down Sds"S community '
with AIDS? A pretty good number, huh? I’ll tell you what 
doing, then let's talk about what’s happening.

Even though, if you heard my speech the other night, 
talked about how we were reducing government spending m many are.

with AIDS and continue their useful life as long as possible.

works with regard to AIDS IS no ^nsaf
«>. -- pn-my ho.op=x«.i «x, pu

not exclusively.
Now so what we're trying to do is be honest, brutal 

.Popt talP “ yo«n, PPPPIP.

truth.

development, to more care y „j_th AIDS, some of

yrU‘ilS*iry ’ISp“ PpP« P»“ Vpp "ill PP «•
o Hello — and I'm in the eight grade. ?.would 

to know What Le your thoughts about privatization in public sch

the PRESIDENT: 
Privatization?

Private schools and what?

Yes.
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THE PRESIDENT: Privatizaticr. of the schools. Well,
first of all, you asked about the private schools. This country ha: 
always actually done pretty well because •-e've had private schools 
and public schools. Most people have gone to public school, but 
there have been private schools out there for people either who, fo: 
religious or other purposes, wanted to use them. And most schools, 
at least those that are religiously motivated, have always provided 
some scholarships for people who couldn't afford to pay the tuition 
So I think it's provided some competition that on balance, I think, 
has been good.

There's a whole different thing going on about 
privatization, which I think is what you want me to talk about. 
Baltimore, for example, has nine or 10 schools now where the local 
school board has contracted with a private company and they've givei 
them whatever the budget of the school was and let them organize thi 
schools, try to improve the physical facilities, try to operate the; 
well. Then they are responsible for the principal, the teachers, hi 
the thing operates. I think school districts ought to try it if th. 
have real problems in their schools.

I don't — our bill — those schools are mostly — tho; 
schools are called charter schools, where the public school system 
turns — gives a charter to a private group to operate the schools. 
If the schools aren't working, and if the schools board decides the; 
can't make them work, then I think they ought to try this. If it 
works, great; and if it doesn't work, they're no worse off than the; 
were. So I think they ought to have the right to try it. I think 
they ought to be encouraged to try it. Our legislation, which is 
moving through Congress, encourages this sort of experimentation.

Let me say this, in defense of our schools: Public
schools and public housing projects — let's put them in there, too 
— they both work just fine — when you had strong families, stron 
communities, and the people who lived in them had a job. Public 
schools and public housing projects didn't really start to break do' 
until the family and the jobs and the conLT.unity started breaking 
down. So we have loaded a whole lot on to our public schools.

Now, that means we've got to be smart and we've got to 
be creative because, still, the schools is the best hope that all o 
you have. But do I think it ought to be cried if a school's not 
working and the school board wants to try it? You bet I do. I don 
see what we have to lose by trying it. If the school board wants t 
do it, I'm all for them.

Q Mr. President, how will the national information 
superhighway impact schools?

THE PRESIDENT: Great question. If we do it right, wh
the national information superhighway will do is to set up a system 
in which if the schools can get the appropriate computer equipment, 
which I think will happen in the future, chat a school like this on 
could be connected to schools all over the country, maybe all over 
the world, the libraries all over the councry. You could 
interconnect with special television stations that were putting out 
certain information. You could — in other words, you could have 
access in the school, in the classroom to worlds of information tha 
now you have to go someplace to find. It would, in effect, bring 
instantaneously, literally, in theory, billions of pieces of ^ 
information into the fingertips of students all over America in all 
schools. And it's very, very important i.-. its implications for 
American education because if we do the national inforaation 
superhighway right and we make sure that •/.•e get the kind 
communications equipment, the kind of trained personnel we need out 
in the schools, it could go an enormous way toward vanishing or 
erasing the difference between wealthy school districts and poor
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Q Good morning, Mr. President. I want to know how 
will NAFTA affect our job market in future generations?

THE PRESIDENT: 
future generations?

How will NAFTA affect our job market ij

NAFTA will create — and, of course, you know I'm for 
it, so I have a —my view -- you'd have to — there are people who 
are against it who would give you something else. I believe NAFTA 
will create a lot more jobs for Americans because Mexico has almost 
100 million people and is growing very rapidly. And most of the 
products the Mexican people buy that are made in other countries an 
products made in America. In order for us to create more jobs for 
the American people, we have to have more customers for our product: 
and services. Obviously. You look at the unemployment rate today, 
you can see that we're capable of producing everything Americans wai 
to buy and still not using up all the labor we've got. In other 
words, we can produce everything that Americans want to buy and the: 
will still be Americans unemployed. So if we want every American wl 
wants to work to have a job, we've got to have more customers. NAF^ 
gives us more customers and it will create more jobs.

It will also — I don't want to gloss it over — there 
will also be some things that the Mexicans sell to Americans that 
used to be made by Americans. So there will be some job loss. But 
I'm convinced there will be a lot more jobs gained than lost. And : 
I weren't, I wouldn't have supported it in the first place.

Q Good morning. 
keep the drugs off the street?

I would like to know, how can we

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I think there are two or three
things we have to focus on. How can we keep the drugs off the 
street? Your ideas are maybe better than mine. Maybe you ought tc 
tell me how you think we can keep the drugs off the street. I've g< 
two or three ideas I want to mention, though. One is, most cities t 
not have enough police officers to give the neighborhoods the kind < 
coverage they need. Thirty years ago, there were three police 
officers in this country for every violent crime reported. Today, 
there are three crimes, violent crimes, for every police officer, i 
most cities simply don't have the people they need to work in the 
neighborhoods, stay there and help keep the places safe and drug- 
free — first thing.

Second thing is that schools should become drug-free 
areas. You ought to be able to get the drugs out of the schools, ar 
then kids should be taught from a very early age about the hazards c 
drugs — that they can kill you, they can take your life away.

The third thing is, we've got to bring another economy 
to the areas where people are doing drugs, because it's a business. 
People have to have ot.'ier ways of making a living. We have to creat 
an alternative future.

So I think there's law enforcement, I think there's dri 
education and treatment, which I know works, because I've had — my 
own brother has had a,drug problem, and I know that works. But I 
think you also have to create another future. We have to tell peopl 
— keep in mind, the drugs got real bad in the places where the ' 
family and the community and the jobs were all disappearing. So I 
think we have to again create an alternative reality.

One of the things we're trying to do in our 
administration is to create some conditions in which people will go 
in and invest money and hire people in these areas where people have 
been making money off drugs instead of off honest jobs. But you all 
might have better ideas than that. If you've got any ideas for me
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Are we done?

PRINCIPAL POLES: Thank you, Mr. President,
concludes are question and answer series. This

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you. You guys have been great.
Good luck. God bless you. Thank you.

END 11:39 A.M. I

honest and that we be fair, 
most like to overlook in this 
witness. Third, it requires ti. 
resentments up.

I was thinking of thiL 
of the person who died in her arms s 
I'm cold, I'm hungry — a simple than, 
to be resentful, more cause to be bittt 
anyone in this room could ever be bittei 
because of what one of us has said or don. 
dying with a simple thank you. Somehow we
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THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much, Alicia. I think
your family is here with you — your family members, would you all 
stand up. Thank you for coming here with her. (Applause.)

I want to thank Alicia for that remarkable performance. 
You know what I said to her when I saw the PSAs? The same thing all 
of you are thinking — I said, the one with you in it was a whole lot 
better. (Laughter.)

This is the culmination of a long effort by good people 
who want to do something about this terrible problem. I thank Phil 
Geier, the chairman of the Ad Council, and all those who comprise 
that Council and who support this work. I want to thank Jack Calhoun 
for the work he's done and the 123 organizations that make up his 
Crime Prevention Coalition and for his remarkable remarks here today.

I thank Saatchi and Saatchi for the work they did and 
others — members of the Creative Community who are here with us 
today who have done their own public service announcements, changed 
their programming, made a common commitment in an earlier meeting 
with the Vice President and me to try to make a sustained effort to 
change the culture of violence that is gripping our country.

I want to say a special word of thanks and greeting to 
the chairman of our Corporation for National Community Service, Eli 
Segal, who is in Miami at the 7th Annual Youth Crime Prevention 
Conference. With 1,200 officers, teachers, community leaders and 
others active in crime watch projects, peer counseling, drug 
prevention programs and others, these people are going to have to 
carry a lot of the future of our common efforts to reduce violence in 
America.

You know, if you just read the big headlines in the 
papers today, a lot of them are very good. There's more growth, more 
jobs, more opportunity, a real sense of recovery in the country. But 
we will never become the country we ought to be if we lose another 
generation of our children to the violence that killed so many and 
holds the rest hostage.

I can tell you as the father of a teenager, every 
teenager in the country talks about this issue at home at night, 
discusses it over the dinner table, is concerned about it, worries, 
about whether they have friends that are going to fall victim to 
crime. And this is an incredible burden — a burden you can see in 
the eyes and hear in the voice of Alicia; one that imposes on those 
of us who are grown an inordinate responsibility to change the 
conditions and the attitudes which have produced this incredible 
range of violence.

We now have a higher percentage of our people in prison 
than any country on the face of the Earth. No other nation has so
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Mgh a percentage of the.r people prison ^nd yet we worry that 
we^don't have enough ]ai- space ana we have to build r .

-he broadcast, the cable networks that are here who are 
suD-ortinq this effort and who will make time available are helping 
us^to begin to make a difference. I want to say a special word of 
encouragLent and thanks to them because they've done SO much to help 
charae our country for the better with other such campaigns -- the 
cLpaign to reduce smoking, the campaign to a
the campaigns to remind so many young I;® ® .
terrible thing to waste, or friends don't let friends drink and
drive.

President Roosevelt once said if he hadn|t gone into 
nolitics he would like to have had a career in advertising.President Lnnedy generated his first Peace Corps volunteers through 
ads like this Messages can speak to dreams and respond to £®srs and b?Lg pLp^fout of tLir shells. I hope that we can do that here

today.
This industry, the entertainment industry, is working 

hard now to help America reduce violent behavior, by showing young SSl^tha? the?e are alternatives to violence. They can help us in 
the search for a safer and a saner land.

To change people have to have a willing heart.

to say no to. But we have to have more willing hearts.

The cable industry will air these ads on 32 cable 
networks. The networks themselves have committed a high level

movies that are rented at video rental stores.
The motion picture association of American, under the

really going ^ think thev reveal an understanding by
=«P c^iiar.n h.v. »n

with US daily.
we somehow have to find a way to

■i e the cause of a lot or these KiJ.xing&.
adults how common sense can ease communities set up programs to deal with this.

Last week, I was in Brooklyn College with nine people
.ho.« '»»■ I

met^a women named =1®“®''^^;^® ^an^oie killed®irgang'"fighting!'° She'^' 
two of her teenage sons =hot,^and^one^killea ^^^g
thefdoi't^elLe victims like her son, but they don't become killers 
like the people who killed her sons.

I met a young man named Sherman Spears from Oakland,
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your rives^"'’ ^nd you have to go on with

Auci. B„„„ r, ri^ijshe IS going to the funeral of her sixth friend to ^ moments, 
wounds - a 14-year-old child - no^in a wa^zone fn% r™ ^""=hot

Thank you very much.

END 10:47 A.M. EST
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THE PRESIDENT; Thank you so much. Thank you for 
this wonderful, warm welcome to this magnificent old city that is 
forever young. I am so happy to be back here. I'm thrilled by 
this enormous crowd, honored by your enthusiasm and support, your 
concern and your commitment for your country.

I thank all those who are here with me— your State 
Attorney General; your State Auditor; the State Chair of our 
Democratic Party; your wonderful new Maypr, Mayor Menino it's 
nice to see you. (Applause.)

Congressman Moakley, who said that you can tell how 
much I love Massachusetts by how many times I come to his 
congressional district. That's a good political remark if I ever 
heard it. (Laughter.) Congressman Markey, Congressman Meehan



who are here.
I want to say a special word of thanks to your two 

United States senators — first, to John Kerry for his steadfast 
leadership to try to help us pass a crime bill in the United 
States Congress that is both tough and smart, that gives our 
young people something to say yes to while we're being tougher on 
crime, that takes assault weapons off the street and puts 
policemen on the beat and gives our kids a better future. I 
thank him for that, and so should you. (Applause.)

I also thank him for the work that he has done in 
putting the credibility he justly earned as a valiant veteran in 
the war in Vietnam on the line to help us reconcile with Vietnam 
and move forward to a new chapter in our relationship with that 
country, and get a full and fair accounting of all of our MIAs 
and POWs.
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And I want to thank Senator Ted Kennedy not only for 

his warm personal support, but for being the lion, the champion, 
the stalwart of the elemental principle that health care is a 
fundamental right, and every American ought to have it. He's 
been fighting for that for almost two decades now, and he has the 
President by his side. And we're going to get it done this year. 
(Applause.)

My fellow Americans, I have just come from Detroit, 
a city which was racked during the 1980s with massive job losses 
in the automobile industry; a city which is rebuilding itself, 
even as our car industry comes back with increasing productivity 
and guality, taking back market share all across our country and 
in other countries. We have there going on now a conference of 
the world's great industrial nations, where the finance ministers 
and the commerce ministers and others have come together to 
discuss this vexing question: Why is it that all the wealthy
countries in the world are having trouble either creating new 
jobs or rewarding their workers with higher incomes? This is not 
just an American issue.
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But I can tell you I was proud to go there today and 
say to them, you said to us for years we should bring down our 
budget deficit; well, we have. The other guys talked about it 
and we did it. And if the Congress passes our budget this year, 
for the first time since Harry Truman was President, the deficit 
will go down for three years in a row. (Applause.)

And what has happened? Low inflation, low interest 
rates, high investment, over two million new jobs in the first 13 
months of this administration — 90 percent of them not in 
government, but in the private sector. I know that there is more 
to do, but we are making a beginning.

I also want to say that we are doing what we can to 
give our young people access to the education and training they 
need. With the leadership of Senator Kennedy and others last 
year, we completely rewrote the student loan law, a very 
important issue in this bastion of higher education. (Applause.) 
So that when this law becomes fully effective, our young people 
will be able to borrow money to go to college, whether they are 
middle-class or poor, at lower interest rates and pay it back on 
easier terms not based on how much they borrowed or loaned, but 
also based on how much they make when they go to school; so they 
will never be discouraged from borrowing the money to go to 
college and get the education they need. (Applause.)

Finally, last year we did something that I was 
inspired to do by all these wonderful young people from City Year 
— we passed a National Service Program. (Applause.) This year 
there will be 20,000 more like them all across the country, and 
year after next, 100,000 more — (applause) — earning credit 
against college, solving the problems of this country, building 
up America instead of tearing it down. (Applause.)

And now, and let me say, the most important sign I 
saw of all the wonderful signs you held up today was the sign the 

-young people from City Year had on that boat they said, ''Thank 
^ you for believing in the youth of America." I do and I think you 

do, too. (Applause.)
My fellow Americans, this year we have much work to 

do. In the Congress, we are working on totally revamping the 
unemployment system of our country so people can begin to get new 
training from the moment they lose their jobs. We are working on 
reforming the welfare system so that more people can move from 
dependence to independence; can be successful parents and 
successful workers. We are working on a dramatic change in our 
criminal justice initiatives, as Senator Kerry said, to put 
another 100,000 police officers on the street, take assault 
weapons off the street, stiffen our ability to get guns out of 
the hands of people who should not have them — the Brady Bill is 
already beginning to work in that regard — and provide 
alternatives for first-time youthful offenders so they will have



Those are the kinds of things that we area better future, 
doing.

And, finally, as Senator Kennedy said, we are going 
to do our dead-level best this year and I believe we are going to 
make it to finally, finally, finally join the ranks of every 
other advanced nation in the world and give our American families 
health care security that is always there that can never be taken 

away from them. (Applause.)
I know there will always be problems that we have to 

address, with all of the changes that are coming on into our 
economy. On the way over here, I spoke with your congressional 
delegation about the difficulties that the fishermen in 
Massachusetts and New England are facing. Let me tell you 
something: We are going to make sure that you do not become an
endangered species. You have earned the right to go forward, and 
we will work on that. (Applause.)

MORE
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We have defense workers from Connecticut to 
California who are threatened, and we are working on that. But 
what I want to tell you is, we are going in the right direction, 
and we can keep going in the right direction if we remember to 
keep our eyes on those things which really matter, and if we do 
not become diverted.

Just before I got on the plane to come here, I 
visited a fascinating plant in Detroit, owned by a man named 
Roger Penske. You may know him because his teams have won eight 
Indianapolis 500 races. But let me tell you what he did. This 
plant was about to be closed several years go. He went in and 
bailed it out, made an agreement with the union that they would 
solve all their problems together. Grievances on the plant floor 
dropped to virtually zero. A new spirit of partnership took 
over. They began to sell their diesel engines all around the 
world. They began to increase production and sales. They hired 
more people. And, today, this plant that was on the verge of 
being closed, with 3,000 people losing their jobs, have doubled 
their sales, added employment. They have the best 
labor-management cooperation anyone can imagine.

Do you know how they did it? They did it because 
fundamentally, they were interested in building up one another. 
They recognized the dignity of every man and woman in that plant. 
They understood that people wanted to be able to be successful as 
workers and as parents, building their families and their future. 
And, by doing that, and focusing on that, everything else worked 
out all right. I tell you today, my friends, if we can go back 
to Washington and wipe away all of the forces that seek to 
demean, to divide, to downgrade, and just focus on the spirit and 
the hope and the dignity that we see in the faces of these young 
people here, we could solve the problems of this country and do 
it in short order. That is what we ought to be about.
(Applause.)

X • And I pledge to you that I will honor the support
^ the people of Massachusetts gave me in 1992. I will honor the 

signs that greeted me here today. I will never forget the 
spirit, the drive, the imagination and the talent that the people 
of this state have. And when I go back to Washington, I will be 
there working with your friends here to make sure that we restore 
the kind of spirit and dignity and possibility to our national 
government that will make it possible for us to keep this economy 
on the move, to pass health care and a crime bill and welfare 
reform and redo the unemployment system, and do all those things 
that in the end will just allow all of us to live up to the 
fullest of our God-given potential as one united nation, moving 
into the 21st century, with the kind of pride and success that 

you deserve.

you,
Thank you very much, and God bless you all. 

(Applause.)
Thank
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and otherplayed a role in this day.

thank all of you because all of you
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A Higher Degree of Concern
CAMBRIDGE. Mass.

ale grad George Bush went 
around the country in 1988 

■ trashing Harvard as an den of 
"elitism”—he was aiming of course at 
Harvard Law School alum Michael 
Dukakis. The fact is, though, that 
haughty Harvard has the country’s 
oldest and one of the largest student 
volunteer corps and when Eli Segal,
CEO of the National Corporation for 
Service, was idea-shopping, he went 
straight to Phillips Brooks House, a 
100-year-old powerhouse of good 
works.

Brooks House, which is located on
Harvard Yard, has been operating a
variety of programs since 1894, when it 
was built in memory of an eminent 
Boston preacher, whose friends 
endowed the house. The Philhps Brooks 
House Association has a budget of $1.7 
million, a paid professional staff of 10 
supervised by executive director Greg 
Johnson and a corps of 1,700 workers 
whose leader is John King, a 19-year-old 
advanced-standing junior from New 
Jersey. King, Uke all others involved in 
it, thinks that Brooks House should get 
more fmancial help from the university.

It gets contributions from 
corporations like Stride-Rite and many 
in-kind donations. Its high-powered 
advisory board includes Robert ^les, 
the eminent psychiatrist-humanitarian.
It has tradition: Franklin Roosevelt was 
Brooks House treasurer in his time.

King, the son of New York City 
educators whose major is government 
and whose interest is teaching, runs the 
jewel in the crown of PBHA programs, 
the Mission Hill Summer Program. 
George Bush might be surprised, but 
when the mdn and women of Harvard go 
out to help the poor, they do not go as 

‘ dukes“^d duchesses among the 
peasants’, they actually live in the 
housing project at Mission Hill, which is 
located in ohe of Boston’s meaner 
neighborhoods. They teach aU morning 
at the’Wentworth Institute and in the 
afternoon set out in their van for trips to 
museums;' ballparks, airports or any 
place where enrichment awaits them.

Eli Segal visited the program last 
summer and was bowled over. “John 
King was the Pied Piperof Mission Hill, 
not just the kids but the mothers trailing 
him through the project. The role-model 
dimension was unbelievable.”

King, a tall quiet young man, is 
Brooks House’s third Afriijan American 
president. The Mission HillHids, aged 6 
to 14, don’t think much of theHarvard 
medical students they see two blpcks

from home, and are impressed that John 
King is the boss of people they think of 
as privileged snobs. "They take me aside 
and ask me what it’s like going to school 
with all those white kids—and I tell 
them to focus on their schoolwork.

In all. Brooks House serves about 
10,000 people. It focuses on the young, 
but not exclusively: it has tutoring and 
mentoring programs year-round in 
surrounding inner-city schools. It runs a 
shelter for the homeless in Harvard 
Square in the Lutheran University 
Church, and feeds 19 residents with 
leftovers from the Harvard dining halls.
It has another shelter in nearby Porter 
Square in St. James Church, where it is 
helping 12 men to get back on their 
feet. It sends out advocacy teams to 
poor neighborhoods to help people with 
small claims and problems with welfare 
or medical benefits. _

Among Brooks House’s 80 programs 
is one for visits to nursing homes. On 
some the workers take children from 
the projects to spend time with lonely 
seniors. They read to the blind.

Greg Johnson says the number of 
volunteers has been constant over the 
years, except in the early ’70s, the 
beginning of the "me” generation and a 
time when Harvard withdrew its financial 
support, maintenance of the Brooks 
House and payment of some staff 
salaries. But gradually, the university 
was talked around and the volunteer 
numbers returned to their old levels.

Eli Segal gives encouraging statistics 
about today’s youth country-wide. Sixty 
percent of college freshmen engage in 
some kind of commumty work and 
continue it throughout their four years.

Harvard students are proud of Brooks, 
but some of them miss the larger 
excitements of older brothers and sisters 
who boiled out of the Yard to do battle 
with presidents over the Vietnam War or 
to fight for ci\Tl rights in the south.

“We are the boring generation.” said a 
female undergraduate at a Kennedy 
School seminar. “We don’t have any wars 
or large causes. We have to fix things up. 
We have no wars and the suffering is 
mediocre. We do lots of volunteering.” 

George Bush said disparagingly that 
when he wanted to learn “the ways of the 
world,” he didn’t go to Harvard but to 
Texas. Too bad. it seems.
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Teach For America
IS THE NATIONAL TEACHER CORPS

Each yeiu, liuiidieds of oucsuuiding lecenc college giaduatcs aic selcclcd Imo Teach 
For America to commit two year& to teach In urban and rural public nchuol:i svhich 
tradltiuiially- buner froiii teacher bhtirtagcb. Corps nrcmbcrs arc teachers and role 
models who go above and beyond, working during school hums ami after school 
hour* to ensure that all of their *tudent* realise their fiiU potential.

Tcacli Foi Aineiica corps iiicuibcts assume responsibility for ensuring that the 
students they teach leant and giow in sigulficaui, demoiistruhlc ways. In addition, 
they start after-school programs for students and parents, seek out grants to 
supplement their schools’ resources, participate in then schools’ site-haseJ 
management team.*, arter'.d .school hoard meetings, provide leadership for extra­
curricular activities, and invoh'e parents in their classrooms.

Corps members are working together with thousands of odrei members of 
AmeriCorps, the new domestic service corps. Working through different programs 
in communities all over the country, AmeriCorps members are working to meet the 
nation's most pressing needs through such activities as immunizing infants, keeping 
schools safe, resuuiug natural resouiccb, arid secuiiiig mure Imle^jeiitlcui lives for 
out ddctly.

Since Teach For America’s inception in 1989, 15,000 college students from all 
academic majors have competed to enter the program. Close to 3,000 of them have 
been placed as teachers in l6 geographic areas—everywhere from South Central 
Los Angeles to the rural South to the South Bronx. Collectively, corps members 
have touched the lives of 500,000 under-served students in over 500 schools.

Many corps rnembers decide to reiualu in die profcbsiun of teaching heyoinl their 
two-year coiinniimciit.s, while some inu/e into other positions in the field of 
education. All are outspoken advocates for excellence and equity hi education.
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Our History

TeaJi i'ot America was founded In 1989 by Wendy Kopp, who was then a senior at 
Princeton University. After proposing the creation of a national teaeliei corps in her 
undergraduate senior thesis, she wrote letters to thirty corporate chief executive 
officers rctpre-siing a seed grant to launch the corps as a non-profit organiMtion. 
Mobil Corpoi ation approved a $26,000 grant tlic day afiei she graduated, and 
Union Carbide Corporation offered free office space in Manbatt.m.

A few months later, a team of recent college graduates began to make Teach fior 
America a reality. They identified college students on each of 100 campuses who 
started spreading the word about Teach For America in January of 1990. Dy the end 
of April, 2,500 individuals had applied to the program by completing an essay 
application, sample teaching session, and personal interview. Five hundred charter 
corps members (Corps ’90) had matriculated by the end of May.

The diarici emps came together for the first time in Los Angeles in June of 1990 
for at! eight-week pre-service training In.stituie. From there, they travelled to New 
York City, Los Angclc.M, New Orleans, Baton Rouge, rural North Carolina, uitd 
rural Gwigla to assume teaching positioits in the fall of 1990. Local offices in each 
of those areas fiicilitated their transition and provided ongoing .support.

Each year since. Teach For America has recruited, selected, trained, placed and 
supported approximately 500 corps members, Over time, the organization has 
expanded to additional placenrent sites and has significandy improved the quality
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The Need
Stuiieiirs wtio grow up in under-resourccct urban and linal areaa uc at a 
cremcndous cdut;itional disadvantage, They live in communities wliere u b .iTtm 
difficult to gtasp the value of education - where violence is an everyday reality and 
where possibilities often seem limited, They attend schools which lack basic 
resources :»nd which too often suffer from a dearth of citra-currictilar activities. 
Theii families may not spi-ak Knflish and often do not know hnw ro become 
involved in their children’s academic lives All of rhis is only further complicated hy 
the faci. dial jvi-icL/ holds low cjtpcctndonc for chete students Thr resiilr it student 
achievement rates which air fai below the national average.

These students, more than any others, need committed anrl ralentcd icachcis who 
will hold exticniely high expectations for them. While these students henefic 
tremendously from experienced teachers, they' also benefit from young teachers who 
are uniquely qualified to Inspire in them a sense of ptissibility, and to act as role, 
models who <lr-„...nsrrate through their own lives the advartagcs of attaining a good 
education. These students nepd tracbers who will be creative in spite of a lack of 
resources, wlio will take the initiative to stirr /•Ytrn-v'iirriciilar activities whcrr none 
cxisi, whu liave n .mong knowledge of their subject matter, and who will rr»*rh 
beyond the four walls of their clustilooms to involve their studenr.-;' pnrents and to 
relate ediicsnon ro the students' everyday lives.

Unfortunately, however, schools in under-resouiccd arras have a particularly 
diflicult time attracting and retaining outstanding teachers. It is for rhis reason that, 
each year, principals .ind superintendents ask Teach For America to place corps 
members in their schools and rli.srticrs
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The Corps

Cloie to 940 Teach For America corps aiembcrs are teaching during the 1994-95 school year. Forty-three 
percent of corps members are people of color, and thirty-five percent are male. Corps members report an 
average score of 1190 on the SAT. The average corps member is twenty-three years old

Teach For America has a greater percentage of men anti people ofcolor titan graduate tchooU of education.
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Teach for America, idealism at work
Deonli Kelly 

TODAY

Joseph Perez went Into 
coUqiD Ihinking he'd iuid a 
lucrative ]o( in the corpo- 
rate wnrld,,the payoff tor 
l^.doubl*‘me)9f 
and ecoaomlca a^ a JUI9 
grade point aveiage.Inst^ Perez. 22. got out 
of college this spring and 
headed off to be a teechcr 
with Teach tor AniericB, an 
enterprise lihened to a do­
mestic Peace Corps (or 
laadian. He's In training 
this summer at a Houston 
Ugh school and will take on 
a tolklme teaching job in 
the lau woikiog with delln- 
4uenn and "Bi-risk" kids in 
a Phoenix schoot.

For Peres — who uses a 
wheelchair as a result of 
random vtoieece near hb 
queens, N.Y., home - trad- 
tog career comlon tor per- 
nuaj satiiraction was an 
easy choice.

"I noticed kids are just be­
ing lo neglectad inilay, inpe- 
dally Inner city youth." Perez uiyz. 
“There's Just no hope tor them. I thought I 
could meke a dlfferenca lor these kids, 
that they could really relate to me."

TeachtorAinaricahasbeeuodtiiigD.fi. 
college students to make that choice tor 
Ivo yoan now, with eonsidarable success. 
He program has crttlcs who say it's drop­
ping young people Into clnssrooms without 
suOdanl preparation, but its founder, Vendy Ko^ gives It a big Ihumba up.

The last ive years have been absolute­
ly locndible in every sense," she sayi by 
phooe from Houston, where the organize- 
don Is training recruits this summer. 
Teach tor America is certainly having as 
trenKodous an impact as wa anvlslonad.”

The program aught tha media's attan- 
don early on. Kopp propoaad tha idea in 
bar senior thesis at Prloceton Univeralty in

iP
.0

*

lyTsnJamsciii.Ai>
A NEW LANOUAOE: Malon UrulOn, a Spanish teacher In the Teooh for Anioifoa cwpv, wMi 
Qabrielle Tumor, loft, Demotriiia Amia and Isabelle Mossard, treWng at a Houston school.

0^’

Meto Wt by Tkn MuiKn, AS; il|tii by aay Kwiy,
MAKINd A DIFFERENCE; Jgeeph PeitM wA voork with 'at riak' 
chidren In Phoenix In the program foundad by Wendy Kopp.

Kopp soys the propam's reeniltmeni effort

loterviewB with partici­
pants show the program Uls 
a need for them, re^dless 
of the anaoces.

Consider Helen Cennon, 
who grew up in Huntington 
Beach, Calif., but returned 
to her native Australia In 
itSO to become a govern­
ment research offleer on 
environmental policy.

The job was *taiTUlcally 
Stifling crealively and I real­
ly need to be uround peo­
ple.” Lennon mys.

The Teach for America 
program not only piqued 
her Interest, but fliled a "slnr
cere desire" she had lo 
give something back. I real­
ized that uUinmlely my life 
had always been geared to 
myself."

The program placed her 
last year, teaching Sponish 
in a Halifax County. N.C., 
high school, where the stu­
dent body has some of the 
lowest SAT scores In the 
country, she says.

Ideally, schools would be 
abta to And enough quail- 

fled Spanish teachers from ilieir surround­
ing communities, but one wasn'i available, 
M Lennon's placement there Ills a need, 
She says.

~My school is beautiful." she says. 'My 
kids are extremely bright rve not had a 
boring moment at alL”

Ikg^ Hansen, who graduated frotn 
Miami Unlversl^ of Ohio In 1M$, had de­
signs on being a lawyer. But he was divert­
ed by people tdUng him the nation needs 
more black males like him In the clan- 
room.

"It's the harden Job In America," says 
Hansen, who spent last year toaching sbah- 
^ders In tasadena, Calif.

He got eight of these students to write n 
play about violence. Through a personal 
contact, he gM a sereenwritar to mm the 
play into a professional show performed In 

a Pasadena theater.

I

Ipgg and than turned it into reality. —rr ------ r--=---------------------------- ----------- -------- , .Teach fwAmarica goes after bright college stu- wasn't as strong Ian year as it has been In the past, Hansen says he still may become a lawyer, ftiut
daiui who l^eauy majored In something other but she says interest is still high oo college cam- 1 know whatever I'm doing beyond this will have 
than education and aaks them to commit two puata. Tbe number of placement may have tome effect oo schoolchiidi on In uDde^resoureed
yean to teaching to ‘hinder-resaurccd" schools In 
rural and urban arms. That's bureaucrat Ungp for 
schnols that have trouble atlraclingtenchem.

Since IB89. the program has placed 2,2*1 corps 
members as teachers, reaching 500,000 students In 
400 schools, Kopp saya

But other numbers for Teach for America have 
heen up ond down. Applicant reae to 3,C00 In 
lOag, but dropped to 3,100 lost year. The number 
of onpa members pinced omnially peaked at 70fi 
In 1991, bur fall to 464 by 1994.

dropped, though, she says, beeause ihe pro^am 
found tout 11 didn't get the engslng training support 
It expected from local districts or teacher colleges.

Taacb tor America atler; eorpa meinbers no fl- 
Doncinl toccnllve. But the federal gtnrernmem of­
fers any college graduate who teaches in i Chap­
ter I school — 000 getting funding toi puur 
students — a dofermant on paying CuaiaianHl 
Student Loans while Uicy coutiiiuc traLliinig anil a 
13% cancellation on Perkins loans, says Dan Por­
ter, Teach tor America president

oOftimuiiitica."
Joseph Perez chose teochtog over corporate life 

"because mere's a major ter teachers in the
Inner d^. Everbody's seared to loaoh there," he 
says. "They have such low expectations (ter stu­
dents). I’m going to have the seme ej^eetnUonS as 
I would fur someone who's gifted."

Pure »ys becBuoe of the vlutenca Uiat left him 
uaiulyzed, he'll be uble to cuiuieul with hlS Stu-
danis. “I know I have what it tak«." he ^ "H 
you respect your Uds, they'll respect you."
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The 1994 Recruits

Ovef tliree tliuLisand inJiviJuds completed Teach For America's Jay long application proccaa In the jpring of 
1994. They completed on csiay application -with three written references, a soniplc 4.c-.ijiiiig sesviou, a
iU'UL'LLired discussion group, and a personal interview. Of this group, 446 were selected to beconte corps 
members.

This year’s recruitment effort generated the highest percentages of math/scicnce majors and people of color in 
Teach For America’s history.

Numhtr of1994Alafrlculants 
Per University: Top 20

Michigan, University of . 16
UC Berlceley 16
Yale University 15
Wisconsin, University of 11
UC Los Angeles 9
Wesleyan University 9
Carletoo College 8
Colorado. University of 8
North Carolina, University of 8
Pctsnsylvimia, University of 8
Tufts University 8
Virginia, University of 8
Cornell University 7
H.tfVarJ University 7
Norrhwevtem Univrrsiry 7
SUNY.-Ubaiiy 7
Chicago. University of 6
Gerrrgetown University 6
Rochester, University of 6
lie .9anra Crii7 6

Aeadetaic Minors of
1994Recruits: Top 10

EngL'sh 13.2%
History 8.4%
Psychology 8.0%
Political .Science 7.6%
•Sociology 5.8%
Biology 5.6%
Spanish 3.8%
Anthropology 3.2%,
Communications 3.2%
American Studies 2.2%

% of MatrituLttin^

1990 7.2%
1991 11.6%
1992 13-2%
1993 11..3%
1994 14.8%

% of Matriculating
People if Color Since 1989

1990 26.6%
1991 22.5%
1992 34.8%
1993 40.0%
1994 52.7%
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The Impact

Q>rpf Members Teach in Areas of Need

School ihxriii.is ;■< uilwii aiiras aiul remote rural areas request that Teach For America provide teachers lyr 
hard-ro-fiJl positloits. In the fhU o£ Teach For America placed 937 corps niembers in 16 urban and rural 
geographic areas. Fifty-six percent of corps members are reaching at the elementary level, 44% are teaching at 
the secondary level.

V(th&re Carpi Afetnhrr^ Arc Teaching

Arkansas/Mi.i.ri.i.sl rpi 
Baltitnorc 
East Palo Alii> 
hfiddlc Ge<.)igia 
II0U.SLL1M

Los Ang.elc.'i 
Southern Loulsliui.i 
New Jersey 
New York City 
Eastern Noi tll 
Oakland 
I’hoeiUA
Rio CjAtM.li; Valley 
Setiulc 
Sliicvcpou 
Wa.diijigiiii', DC

'lOTAL

56
77
17
15
74 

165
75 
48

128
54
65)
22
36
17
10
7C

Who* Corps Mentbm Ast Teaching in lyy-i

EcJrWtNlAKY (K-6) 56.4%

•SFCONDARy (/-12)
Science 11,3%
Language Arcs 8.9%
.SpjM-i*l Educitioji 5.4%
Math 4,a%
Foreign language 4.6%
History/Social Studies ,3,5%
English 2.0%
fiSL I.90X.
Other 1.2%
Tbeai Secondary (7-12) 43.6%

lOJAt; 100.0%

Urban: 77%
Rural: 23%

Principab/Superintmdents Rate Corps Members Hi^ly

In a .tiirvey conducted during the .tpring ol 1994, principals and superintendents reported a high level of
satisfaction with the quality and impact of corps meinhers.

• 97.5% of supeiinreiidents .said corps members arc at least as good as, If nor l-M-rtrr rhan. their cverall 
Uadnng faculty.

• Six nut nf ten .supervising principals said that corps member* are ies/eethan the a-^rrage n:,\chci wiih whom 
they have worlted. Including experienced teachers.

• Seven out often principals said coni» mcjubcrs are ^errrrthan the average new teacher with whom they 
have wuikeJ.

• Virtually all (over 95%) of supervising principals said corps members arc at least as good as uihci new 
re.irh(*rs with whom they have worked.

• More than 75% of superintendents said that Teach For Anierica corps members have had an above average 
or outsr.inding impact in their school districts.
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Carpi Members Remain in Teaching and Education

Th« number of corps members coiinplecing their two-year commiunent has increased significantly ovor rime 
While 70% of the charter corps members completed their commitmenr, more rhun Rfl% of the corps 
memhers placed in I 997. raiighr a hill rwo years Of those corps members who began teaching in the fall of 
1993. 93.9% completed their first year and 90.9% started a second year.

Retention rates in urban and rural public sclujub aic uol widely available, but discussions with principals 
and superintendents indicate that Teach For America’s compares favorably. As one example, the York 
Daily IVriw reported that 18.5% of the City’s Ile^^ teachers leave their jobs at the end of the first year, which 
means that only 81.5% start the second year. Of the 52 corps members Teach For America placed in New 
York City in 1992, 92% completed their fiill two-year commitment.

Many corps members have decided to remain in teaching and education beyond their initial two-year 
commirmenr. Oi.ir current alumni records show that approximately 47% of our filnmni bavf> continued to 
reach: some nre Currenrly in rbeir fifrb }n*art. Ail additional 11% are ivorlcing in aducaciuA related Pieldn and 
7% ore completing ndvnnj-rrl degrees in education. This means that <>5% of corps membete bave remained in 
the field of education.

Cotpi Members Make an Impact in 'Their Schools and Communities

Tn a survey conducted during the spring of 1994, corps members reported active involvement in their .tchool 
communities.

79.4% Share innovative reaching idca.s with others ai their schools 
72,0% Arc involved in extracurricular activities (dubs, sports, etc.)
65.4% Encourage students to explore possibilities outside their commuiuties 
62.6% Are involved in sdniol-widc Improvcmcnr projecTt 
59.3% Make a link beiween Jx; cuiiiiiiuniiy and their classroom 
48.1% Started a new prugiam »t ihdr idiool (journal, club, cutorilig, eu.,). 
4<j.5% Aic ncilvc on ^cliooi oi district cuininitrccs
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The Teach For America Summer Institute

Summer Educational Enrichment Program for K~12 Students

Each summer, Teach For America brings together its 500 new recruits for an intensive summer training 
institute. Together with pre institute independent work and a two-week on-sice induction program, rhr 
institute aims to give corps members the sitills, knowledge, and habits they need to enter the classroom as 
teachers. Corps members gain experience in and knowledge about unit and lesson planning, di.agnosmg 
atiidcnts, instructional Strategies, parental involvement, classroom management, student assess,nem, 
determining the environment of the classroom, and accessing resources and student support services.

The institute doiiblen os a Cummer enrichment program for approximately .^,000 K-17 stnHenrt f nrps 
members work in teams, under the guidance of a faculty of experienced teachers, to stnictu tr, manage, and 
teach classes of students. Through tonipletlug acaJciIcJly ligoiour projects with a community service focus, 
each class works toward a set of acliievement goals drawn from the .school districts curriculuin guide. Corps 
members maintain contact with parents on a weekly basis and involve them in their children's work whenever

possible.



FROM : TEACH FOR AMERICA DC PHONE NO. : 202 737 3972 P04

FROM : TEACH FCR AMERICA HOUSTON PHONE NO. : 713 659 5110 302

Office of the Mayor
Cwv OF HOUSTON 

Texas

BOS Lanier 
Mayor

July as, i.99*

NS. tfsndy KOPP 
prssidsnt
TMch for Aasrics# Inc.
ons World Trade Center, 7#tft Floor
Mew York City, Mew YerX 1004»

Dear Me. Kepp;
p!w|^that

.M* «,F’
ppmeitted to helping th* p\iblle eeheol aystee thrive.

teauh for Aaertcsa ha. had a i--concept of summer ecnool procraae, ^d W. thank yo« 
it to Houston, we would very »uui. lik. to ••• thr pm,ras return 
- end grow - next year. w. .tend ready to help in any wiy ve
can.

Sinoer.ly, ^

1^44 ^U<M
Bob Lanier 
Mayor
BL:wpk

Ns. Metaeha Kaabrani 
Teach f.r Aaarioa - Houston

FOST OFFICE OOX 156* • HOUSTON. TEXAS 77251 
n3/»47-*«00



FROI'i : TERCH FOR RI'IERICR DC PHONE NO. : 202 737 3972 P05

Pun Johnson 
9026 Willow Meadow 
Houston, Tx 77031 
(7I3)98M270

Wednesday, August 3, 1994

. Dear Teach for America,

My sons completed the Teach For America Challenge Friday, July 29. They both enjoyed not 
subjects and skills taught but the hnal project which the classes presented to their

I found the teachers to be very motivatad and I especially appreuiaied the personalized attention 
and the wntten reviews of each week that were provided by the teachers gonceming my childrens 
performance and or problems in theii dassrooms,

My younger soa Chance will turn 5 on August 23 The cut oiTdate here In Texas is Sept 1 so 
Chm could go to Kindergarten this year. My husband and I had questions over whether he was 

or not. I mentioned this to his teachers and they provided me with an objective overview of 
Chance and his abilities. They also made It clear that it wa.s my dedsion. I really appreciated the 
eating and concern they displayed for all the students.

attended Ttimer Elementary which was a 30 minute drive fyom our southwest Houston 
subdivision. At first I was hesilant to make a time committent such as this during our summer 
vacation but I am very please with our decision. I ftlt that the program and the teacher ratio was 
jurt too good to pass up. I hope that this program is repealed again in Houston and maybe next 
year at a southwest HISD elementary school also. I would have been interested in my seventh 
grade son attending the program also but was hesitant to send him with high sdioolers. I believe 
he would have enjoyed the program and maybe next year the middle schoolers can be olaced 
mdependant of the older studenu.

Again, thank you for such a wonderful opportunity and 1 eqjoyed meeting my son's eight teachers' 
You^^^ P^Up coker. Mehasa Frydman, Mary Williams, Meghan MuUan, Lori 

Rogoff. Brad Wood and Jordan Henry. They were all excellent teachers, I wish we could have 
thto m our Houston elementaiy achools. My sons e^^ally hked having male teachers since the 
only male teachers they have had were music and P.E. teacliers.

i'amJol



FROM : TERCH FOR RMERICR DC PHONE NO. : 202 737 3972 P02

To; Heather and Marlene
Re:"^ ^OTgeS^hanopoulos' address to the Teach For America Alumni 

Date: January 10,1994
TEACH FOR AMERICA ALUMNI SUMMIT

achievements of the alumni who have completed their two ye^ eommiuneni to Teach Fo

to imroducc him to the 300 alumni and friends at 9:30 am m the Dorothy Beiis^rvin 
Theatre The Marvin Theatre is located on the first floor of Marvin Center on GWU s 
camous 800 21st St. NW. Mr. Stephanopoulos may take as much ume as he would like 
between 9:30 and loioO am to speak and to take Q & A. We will have nukes .set up in
the theater for the audience.

Wpf.tr/»nH Mfffisnpes of the Summit . .• Teach For Micrica^ committed to equal opportumty and educauonal
excellence as a long term goal for all children in this country.

• We share a dream, and collectively we can help turn the dream into reality.

• Teach For America alumni make up a network, and we need to use each other as 

resources.

SU young s^iS entreprenVurrwill ^uss the challenges and rewards of siarUng their 
own service and education programs. Building on the weekend ^cmc of personal 
initiative, the panelists will ouiUne their visions and projects, and
to think critically about what it takes to start their own organization. Hams Wolford will 
close the panel.

poliucs and in the Administration. He might describe the pros and 
people in these roles. Finally, as a way to segue into later discussions of eduwtion 
?cfom, George could answer the following queston: After two years in the ^h le ^ 
House, if you could do one thing to improve this country s schools, what would it be.

Thank vou Heather and Marlene. These arc just ideas to get the juices flowing. First and 
foremost we just want him to inspire us to keep doing the kinds of things w® ^ ~
Aitached’is a draft of the program so that George can familiarize hun.%lf with it and 
highlight any parts of it that he thinks are particularly interesting and important for people
10 attend. I look forward to meeting you!
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THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary 
(Galesburg, Illinois)

For Immediate Release January 10, 1995

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT 
TO PEOPLE OF THE GALESBURG AREA

Sandburg Community College 
Galesburg, Illinois

12:44 P.M. CST

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you for that wonderful and
warm welcome. (Laughter.) it is wonderful to be here. Thank 
you, Dr. Crist, for making me feel so much at home. Thank you. 
Congressman Evans, for coming down; and congressman Poshard 
delighted to see you. And Mayor Kimble, thank you for making me 
feel welcome here. The representatives of Knox college and 
BlackhawK Community college, as well as carl Sandburg Community 
college, I'm glad to see all of you here.

I'm glad that Secretaries Reich and Riley came with 
me, and I understand they have already spoken, which makes 
anything I say perhaps redundant. (Laughter.)

I met a college president the other day; he looked 
at me and said, "I've got a lot of sympathy with you. Being 
President is just like running a cemetery — you've got a lot of 
people under you and nobody is listening." (Laughter and 
applause.)

I want to begin by saying how very, very happy and 
proud I am to be here today, i believe as strongly as I can 
state that community colleges represent the very best of America 
in 1995, and where we need to go as a country with all of our 
institutions — community based, flexible, committed to quality, 
opportunity for everyone, with a real sense of community, I'm 
honored to be here, and I'm honored to have all of you here.

I'd also like to recognize the people who were with 
me just a few moments ago who participated in our little 
roundtable, who have had some experience with this institution. 
I'd like to ask all of them to stand up that were in my private 
conversation -- (applause) — because I want to thank them. 
(Applause.) Thank you. They're employers of people who came out 
of this community college; they're students; they're former 
students; they're people who have taught here. They are a 
picture of America.

i came here to talk about America, about where we 
are and where we're going. And I don't think we could have 
picked a better place. This place is so steeped in our national 
history, just as this community college is so representative of 
the best of our present and our future. The Underground Railroad 
came through Galesburg and, as all of you know and as you saw 
just a few moments ago, over 135 years ago, Abraham Lincoln and 
Stephen Douglas met here for one of their famous debates. How'd 
they do just a few minutes ago? (Applause.) Thank you. I met 
them outside and they were still arguing about who really won. 
(Laughter.)

I identified with what President Lincoln said. He 
performed so brilliantly in those debates, but he lost the senate 
race anyway. And he said that it hurt too much to laugh and he 
was too old to cry. And then he said something I have always

MORE
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Kept with me -- in fact, I've got a copy of the exact quote on 
the wall in my private office in the White House. He said after 
Douglas defeated him for the .senate, he was walking home and it 
had been raining that day and the path was muddy, and one of his 
feet slipped and hit his other foot and Knocked his footing out 
from under him. But lust before he fell, he righted himself and 
he smiled and he said, "This is a slip and not a fall." 
(Applause.) well, I think we all ought to try to keep that in 
our own minds as we deal with life's challenges and adversity.

The Lincoln-Douglas debates, as you just heard for a 
few moments, were about the course of our country and the proper 
role of government in a time of great change. In 1858, of 
course, the issue was slavery. Lincoln believed that it was a 
national issue. Long before he believed the government could 
abolish slavery, he at least believed the government could stop 
it from expanding. Douglas believed it was not a national issue; 
that it should just be up to the states or the territories, if 
they wanted to keep slavery, they could vote for it and then come 
on in to the Union.

The Republican Party was born out of a conviction 
that even though we are a country deeply devoted to limited 
government, there are some things that the times demand national 
action on, and that at that moment, the times demanded, first, 
national action to stop the spread of slavery, and then national 
action to stop slavery.

About a half a century earlier, the Democratic party 
was born in the presidency of Thomas Jefferson, who passionately 
believed In limited government. I was driving across the 
beautiful Illinois farmland, feeling very much at home thinking 
about how Jefferson loved being on his farm more than he liked 
being at the White House, and how he wanted to limit government. 
But when he became President, he knew there were certain things 
that he had to use the power of the national government to do 
because the times demanded It.

He bought the Louisiana Purchase, S15 million — 
peanuts, really, to us for all that land. I like it because it 
included Arkansas, so if he hadn't done it I could never have 
been an American, much less president. (Laughter.) But at the 
time it was a stunning, sweeping thing. The price of Louisiana 
was the entire budget of the national government for a year. Can 
you imagine what you'd think of me if I wanted to spend that much 
on any piece of real estate? (Laughter.) But he did.

Both believed in limited government. Both approved 
of action by the national government to meet the demands of the 
time, to do what the people needed, our founders established 
this great country under a constitution that limits government. 
Mostly it limits what government can do to private citizens and 
gives us a lot of elbow room to think what we please and say what 
we please and go where we please, and worship God as we please.
It also limits government in other ways, dividing it at the state 
and local, as well as the national level — the president, the 
Congress, the courts. But it was set up to allow all of us to 
pursue life, liberty and happiness. And it was set up with 
enough flexibility so that over time we could have the kind of 
government that we needed as a people -- not the kind of people 
that the government needs, taut the kind of government that we 
need as a people.

Now we're at another great sea-change period of 
American history. Everyone knows we are moving from an 
information ace — I mean, to an information age from an 
industrialized age in which ail organizations were bigger, more 
hierarchical, more bureaucratic, to a time which is more 
flexible, more rapidly chancing, more full of opportunity and 
uncertainty. And so we will have to have some changes in what we 
expect our government to do, taut we have to be clear about our 
purpose.

MORE
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I think our purpose has to be to keep the American 
Dream alive for all the people in this country into the 21st 
century; and to make sure we cross the threshold of the next 
century still the strongest country in the world, still a force 
for freedom and peace and democracy at home and around the world.

Every American who works hard and obeys the law 
should be able to get ahead in this new world. It should not be 
a province of opportunity for a few. To get that done we face 
enormous challenges. Most of the people who are at a community 
college know better than I that for the last lO or 15 years the 
majority of our people have worked longer and longer work weeks 
for the same or lower wages; that in the last year alone over a 
million American in working families lost their health insurance.

This is quite a new phenomenon for us. From World 
war II until 1978, the American economy grew, and all income 
groups grew at about the same rate that the American economy did. 
so we were rising together. For the last 15 years, the top 20 
percent of Americans had a dramatic increase in their income; the 
next 20 percent, a modest increase; the next 20 percent were 
stagnant; the bottom 40 percent had declines in their incomes. 
We're talking now about working people, not people who are on 
welfare.

so if a lot of Americans -- about half of us -- are 
working harder for lower wages -- and actually, we also know now, 
sleeping a little less at night -- it's no wonder that there's a
lot of stress in this country. We also know that this is a time
of great change. It's not just the workplace that's changing, 
the nature of our communities are changing; our families are 
under great stress. Life seems to be too random and too insecure 
for too many people. And yet, we have to admit there is no 
country in the world that has remotely an economy as strong as 
ours, as full of opportunity, as full of hope.

So what's the trick to bridge the gap; to make sure 
that everybody who wants to do the right thing has a chance to 
make that leap into the economy of the future and succeed? That
must be the mission of the United States in these last five years
of this century. (Applause.)

I told these folks that were good enough to spend 
about 45 minutes visiting with me that l probably enjoyed it more 
than they did because before i became President, when I was a 
governor, I did this sort of thing all the time. I knew that my 
mission was to generate more jobs and increase the education and 
skills of our people. And I lived in a place that was small 
enough where it was more possible to talk about political life in 
nice, calm terms, instead of what normally tends to dominate the 
debate today. But i couldn't help being just overcome almost in 
my admiration for their individual stories, which wouldn't be all 
that much different from your individual stories.

I ran for President because I wanted to do just what 
you clapped for. I do not believe that we have to go into the 
future taking advantage of all these opportunities for some and 
letting others fall behind and becoming more divided. But I 
think, as I have said now for more than three years, we must do 
three things. We've got to have a new economic policy designed 
to help the American people compete and win in a global economy 
in which the government is a partner with people in their private 
lives and in private business in expanding opportunity.

in the first two years, that meant that we had to 
cut the deficit because we spent the 1980s dealing with our 
economic problems, trying to spend our way out of them and 
exploding the deficit. Now, i Know that's not very popular; it's 
kind of like going to the dentist. Everybody's for going to the 
dentist, in general. Did you ever see anybody who wanted to do 
it in particular when it came their time to go to the dentist?

MORE
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That's the way the deficit is. Everybody says — you take a 
poll; people will say, yes, cut the deficit. But then we have to 
do the things to do it; it's not very popular. It's like going 
to the dentist. so i had a drill in your tooth the last two 
years. But we cut the deficit by S700 billion, thanks to the 
help of these two gentlemen. (Applause.) And that's si1,000 a 
family; that's not a small piece of change.

And we expanded trade, and that was controversial.
A lot of my best supporters said, why are you trying to do all 
these trade deals; the more we trade, the more we have low-cost 
products from low-wage countries coming into America, putting 
pressure on American wages. That's true, but it's only half 
true. Now, if we don't do anything, that's happening; that's 
been happening for years. And it is true that some of our people 
have either lost their jobs or can't get wage increases because 
they're competing with products overseas, produced by people who 
work for wages we can't live on; that's true.

It's also true that when we sell things to other 
countries, on balance the people who make the things and the 
services we sell to other countries make wages above the national 
average. So if we don't do the trade deals, we'll get the 
downside of the trade war. The reason I fought for the trade 
agreements was so we could create more high-wage jobs in America 
by selling more world-class American products around the world. 
And it's working. (Applause.) So we need a new economic policy, 
we've got to sell; we've got to produce; we've got to be 
productive; and it has to be a partnership.

The second thing we need is what i called during my 
presidential campaign a New covenant, a new approach to our 
society. It was then, it has been for two years and it will 
always remain my contract with you. (Applause.) But it's about 
more than a tax cut, although cutting taxes are part of it. I 
believe what this country needs on a national basis is what I see 
at the community college here. What those of us in the position 
to do so ought to be doing is expanding opportunity, but only for 
those who will exercise the personal responsibility to make the 
most of those opportunities.

You build a community with opportunity and with 
responsibility; with rights and responsibilities. You can't have 
one without the other and last for a long time. You can’t have 
people being responsible all the time and never getting anything 
for it. Pretty soon they get tired. (Applause.)

But neither can you have people getting things all 
the time and never giving anything back. Pretty soon the well 
runs dry. (Applause.)

so that's what we've been trying to do. That's what 
the crime bill was all about. We cut the government bureaucracy 
over five years by 270,000 people and gave all the money back to 
local communities to hire police, to build prisons, to drug 
treatment programs, to do things that would lower the crime rate 
at the grass-roots level for people who use the money right and 
were responsible.

That's what I hope this welfare reform debate that 
we're ginning up again after a year will be all about in 
Washington. I do not believe that most Americans really want 
simply to reduce welfare so that we can punish poor people, r 
think what most Americans want is a welfare system that puts an 
end to welfare, that puts people to work and lets them be 
responsible parents instead of just having kids. I think that’s 
what we want. (Applause.)

And that’s why we have invested so much in education 
because education, by definition, is part of a covenant. You 
cannot educate somebody who will not be educated. All you can do 
is throw the life line of opportunity out there and someone
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either does it or not. 
responsibility or not.

They either exercise their own

so we worked to expand Head start and to set 
standards that are great for our nation's schools and to have new 
partnerships for young people that don't go to college to get 
further education. And we reformed drastically the college loan 
program so we could cut the costs and string out the repayments 
and make it something that could really be used by people instead 
of just another headache. And that's all made a difference I 
think. So a new economic policy, a new covenant, a new social 
policy.

The third thing we've tried to do is to give you a 
different kind of government, to have the government in 
Washington change the way the economy is changing -- to have it 
be smaller, yes, but also more effective. To literally reinvent 
government -- to use the Vice President's phrase -- by cutting 
the bureaucracy to its smallest size in 30 years but increasing 
our ability to solve problems that the federal government needs 
to solve. There are 100,000 fewer people working in Washington, 
D.C., or for the federal government today than there were on the 
day I was inaugurated president, but we have solved a lot of 
problems that were left too long. And I would just give you one. 
or two examples. (Applause.)

Small business people used to have to fill out a 
multipage form that took them hours to fill out to get an SBA 
loan, we've taken that down to one page and you can get an 
answer in three days now. So that's an example of what we're 
trying to do to reinvent the government. (Applause.)

I don't know if the secretary of Labor mentioned 
this, but at the end of last year, we reformed the Pension 
Benefit Guaranty Corporation — that's a mouthful — that's the 
group in Washington that's supposed to keep your pension well.
And it's going to help save the pensions of 8.5 million Americans 
whose retirement was at risk after years and years and years of 
hard work.

There are problems the federal government still 
should be solving. And when the floods were raging here -- the 
500-year flood -- up and down Illinois and Iowa, after years in 
which the Federal Emergency Management Agency was to go to the 
federal government and everybody complained about it, I think you 
saw by the way they showed up and the way they performed that it 
is working now, it is effective, it is doing its job.
(Applause.)

so we're moving in these directions. But it is not 
enough. What are the results of the first two years, not from 
our point of view in what we did, but from your lives, well, we 
have 5,6 million more jobs, and that's a good thing. And the 
unemployment rate has dropped very low by historic standards, 
although not low enough to suit me, it's still dropped quite a 
bit — by more than 2 percent. And 5.6 million new jobs is 
nothing to sneeze at.

And manufacturing jobs went up in every month in 
1994 for the first time since 1978, which means that 
manufacturing is not inconsistent with the information age. It 
helps our manufacturing come back when we increase productivity 
and use computers and educate our workers. So that’s good; 
that's all good. But most folks still haven't gotten a pay raise 
out of this recovery. Many people are still worried about losing 
their jobs. Another million Americans lost their health 
insurance. Why is that? That is because the wages are still set 
in an environment that is highly competitive because of 
technological changes and foreign competition.

So if we want to raise incomes, the only way you can 
do it IS to get more-high-wage jobs in this country; take less
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out of working people's pockets; or increase education and 
training. There is no other way to do it. And that's what we 
have to do. (Applause.) So what I want to do now is -- we 
worked hard to get the fundamentals fixed for two years -- i want 
to spend two years working on lifting incomes and prospects and 
optimism and real hope for the future among people who are 
carrying the load in this country. That’s what we can do. And 
that's what the Middle Class Bill of Rights is all about.

I might as well have called it the Bill of Rights 
and Responsibilities, because it doesn't do anything for anybody 
who's not already doing something for himself or herself.
Anybody can give a tax cut, but what I want to do is cut taxes in 
a way that strengthen families and raise incomes. That's what we 
need to be doing in these country -- we need to strengthen 
families, we need to raise incomes.

Fifty years ago, the GI Bill of Rights helped 
transform a wartime economy into the most successful peacetime 
economy in history. It literally built the great American middle 
class, helping them get houses and education and to raise their 
kids. And now what I want to do is to implement this Middle 
class Bill Of Rights — these ideas that will help us move into 
the 21st century with the American Dream alive for everyone.

Now, if you agree with the analysis I just gave you,
I hope you will agree with the particulars. First of all, I 
think people ought to be able to deduct the cost of education 
after high school from their taxes. (Applause.) If you think 
about it, you can deduct the interest on your home. Why?
Because we want people to buy homes; we want people to be 
homeowners, we think it's a good thing — it's important to being 
an American and having a sold life. Well, in the 21st century, 
and in 1995, and with all the people I just finished talking to, 
having a decent education is also Important to being in the 
middle class. And you may not get to the home-ownership stage if 
you don't have an education in the first place, so we ought to 
let people deduct the cost of an education. (Applause.)

Secondly, we ought to try to support working 
families more, and so I recommended a tax credit, or a tax 
reduction, of S500 a child for every child under 13 in families 
with incomes of s75,000 a year or less. In 1993, we cut taxes an 
average of si,000 a year for working families who were on really 
modest incomes and having a hard time making ends meet. It’s now 
S26,000 a year or less will get an average of si,000 tax cut, 
will owe what the taxes were when l took office. But this will 
help people raise their children.

Third, I believe we ought to bring back the IRA, the 
Individual Retirement Account, let people put S2,000 in it — 
(applause) -- but under our proposal, you could take the money 
out in any year, tax-free; as long as you spent it on education, 
health insurance, buying a home for the first time or the care of 
an elderly parent. This would empower people to solve their own 
problems. It's something that government can let you do for 
yourself, it requires no bureaucracy; it requires no program.
It requires nothing -- just letting you withdraw money you savs, 
tax-free, to solve a problem for yourselves and for the United 
states. (Applause.)

Finally, finally, we propose to take the literally 
billions of dollars the government now spends on dozens -- 
literally dozens -- of training programs and consolidate those 
programs and make that money directly available to people who are 
now eligible for it. That is, today, people who are unemployed 
can get help from a government training program. And people who 
are on quite modest incomes who are eligible, for example, to 
participate in a job training and partnership act, training 
programs, can get help through a training program.
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But there are literally dozens of these programs. 
You’ve got to figure out what you're eligible tox, what the 
criteria are, what the program is, are you going to be in it. I 
mean, by the time you get through fooling with it, it may seem 
like it's not worth the trouble. We discovered that we could 
collapse 50 of these programs and just give you the money if 
you're eligible for it and it would make people who are eligible 
able to get a chit, a voucher for education only worth up to 
S2,600 a year for two years.

Now, that's better than having a federal 
bureaucracy, it's better than giving the money to a state 
bureaucracy. Everybody in America, just about, is within driving 
distance of the community college now. we do not need all these 
separate government programs telling people what to do. we ought 
to just give you the money if you're eligible for it and let you 
bring it here and get a good education. That's the fourth 
element of our program. (Applause.)

I like this Middle Class Bill of Rights a lot 
because it furthers all three objectives that I had when I ran 
for president. It helps us build a new economy. The more people 
we educate, the more powerful our nation will be, the stronger 
our economy will be. It helps us build a new covenant. We offer 
more opportunity to people if they exercise the responsibility to 
take it, they have the power to improve their own lives. All of 
you do. you know that or you wouldn't be here today.

And it changes the way government works. Government 
is still being used t help expand opportunity, but in a less 
bureaucratic, less mandatory, more empowering way. I like it, 
and I hope the Congress will like it as well. And I hope you 
will help them like it by telling them that you like it.
(Applause.)

under this last proposal — let me just give you one 
example. If we want to set up centers where what the government 
does is make sure you have information on the jobs that are 
available in an area and the educational opportunities that are 
available in one place.

YOU could show up at the local one-stop center and 
find out, for example, here about jobs opening oup at Maytag 
because of the new $164 million retooling project they've got 
underway- Then you could figure out whether you could get the 
skills needed to be a part of that project in this place. And 1^ 
you could, you qualified, you could simply take your certificate, 
show up here, and start to school. Much better than having to 
enroll in some sort of program.

Here at this community college — and this is true 
all over the country, maybe not quite this good, but this is 
typical -- there is an extraordinary job placement rate of oyer 
94 percent at an average wage of nearly S12 an hour. And believe 
me, that’s a lot better than a lot of people are facing who have 
no education and training and who have been left behind by the 
changes that are going on in our economy.

This is the kind of opportunity that I believe the 
Middle Class Bill of Rights can help create. This will enable us 
to finish the job. Yes, we have laid the foundations of a 
disciplined, responsible economic policy. Yes, we have t^ken a 
strong stand against crime. Yes, we know -- and I hope we U 
have a bipartisan consensus on what to do about problems like 
welfare. But until we know that we have done everything we can 
to use the power of this country to give every American the 
opportunity to win in this global economy, the job not be
finished. That, more than anything else, can keep the American
dream alive in the 2lst century.

so, as I go back to Washington, I ask all of you -- 
Republicans and Democrats - to tell the people who represent

MORE
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you in Washington to adopt the same attitude about these 
challenges that you have. If you think about it, in every new 
time our country faces, there are new problems that have no 
necessary partisan solution. And the problems fall over 
everybody and the opportunities come to people without regard to 
their party, their philosophy, their race, or their region today. 
We should be united in tackling these problems. They are 
America's problems and America's opportunities.

You have seen over and over and over again, probably 
enough to make you scream, that people in Washington know how to 
stop thing,s for partisan gain; it's now time for us to join 
together and do things for the people's gain. That's what you 
expect us to do; that's what we need to do; that's what will take 
us into the next century with the American dream alive and well, 
stronger than ever, and America stronger than ever.

I am convinced -- I am convinced — having traveled 
the world now on your behalf, having seen what is going on in 
Europe, having seen what is going on in Asia, having met with the 
leaders of all the Latin American countries, having a feel for 
what is happening in this world, i am convinced more than ever in 
my life that the best days of this country are still ahead of us 
-- (applause) — if we remember that there are no guarantees.

The founders gave us the right to pursue life, 
liberty, happiness. That's what they gave us the right to do. 
Over 70 years ago, your namesake here, Carl Sandburg, wrote a 
poem inspired by the Washington Monument. And I want to close 
with the line from that poem that meant the most to me: "Nothing
happens unless, first, a dream." More than anything, more even 
than our Constitution and laws, this country is a dream. And it 
is our job to renew it.

(Applause.)
Thank you very much, and God bless you all.

END 1:16 P.M. CST
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THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release January 10, 1995

PRESIDENT NAMES HYDE AS AMBASSADOR TO ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA, 
AND TO ST. KITTS AND NEVIS, AND TO GRENADA

The President today announced his intention to nominate Jeanette W. Hyde, of North 
Carolina, currently U. S. Ambassador to Barbados, to serve concurrently as Ambassador to 
Antigua and Barbuda, and to St. Kitts and Nevis, and to Grenada.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

Office Of The Press Secretaiy

For Immediate Release January 10,1995

President Clinton Sends Federal Assistance To California 
To Help In Flood Recovery

In response to devastating floods in northern and southern California, the 
President tonight declared a major disaster exists in the state and ordered Federal aid to 
supplement state and local recovery efforts.

'Tonight I have declared that a major disaster exists in California caused by the 
damaging floods in northern and southern California. I have directed Federal 
Emergency Management Agency Director James Lee Witt to oversee the federal 
response in the recovery," said the President.

"FEMA officials are already working closely with state and local officials to ensure 
a quick response to this flood. Director Witt is in California making sure disaster funds 
begin to flow quickly to help the people affected by the flood damage. These funds will 
help to begin the process of recovery.

"Californians have a resilient spirit and great sense of community. You have 
shown over the past year during the earthquake, the fires and now the current floods 
that you are a people that come together in times of crisis. The American people 
support you as you would them in a similar time of need. Our hearts are with the 
thousands of victims affected by the floods and the family members of those who have 
died," the President concluded.

Tonight’s action makes federal funding available in a 24-county area throughout 
the state. The counties include Butte, Colusa, Contra Costa, Del Norte, Glen, 
Humboldt, Lake, Lassen, Los Angeles, Mendocino, Monterey, Napa, Orange, Placer, 
Plumas, San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara, Santa Clara, Santa Cruz, Sonoma, Tehama, 
Ventura, Yolo and Yuba.

The federal assistance can include disaster housing grants, low-cost loans to cover 
uninsured property losses, and other programs to help individuals and business owners 
recover from the disaster.
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PRESIDENT CLINTON TRAVELS TO CARL SANDBURG COLLEGE IN
GALESBURG, ILLINOIS

January 10, 1995

The President today will travel to Galesburg, Illinois where he will visit Carl 
Sandburg College, a community college providing job retraining services, to speak to 
students, graduates, instructors, area business people, and employees about his 
commitment to smaller and smarter government, his plan to meet the challenges of a 
new economy and his efforts to address middle class values and needs. In the speech, 
he will highlight his Middle Class Bill of Rights and discuss in further detail his 
proposal for education, training and re-employment. The President will also host a 
roundtable discussion with graduates, students, and employers at Carl Sandburg 
College. Prior to departing Galesburg, the President will meet and greet students and 
townspeople, ^^o gathered to watch his speech from a remote location at Galesburg 
High School.

Roundtable Discussion

Prior to his speech at Carl Sandburg College, the President will meet with 17 
area students, graduates and employers from the Illinois/Iowa area for an informal 
discussion. The President will talk with the group about their experiences with 
education, retraining and finding jobs in the current marketplace. This event will be 
open for a pool spray.

See attached list of participants.

Speech at Carl Sandburg College

In an Oval Office Address last December, the President outlined for the nation 
his Middle Class Bill of Rights. In his summary, he included proposals for an 
education tax deduction for expenditures on post-secondary school and training 
expenses, a $500 child tax benefit, the expansion of individual retirement accounts, 
and the establishment of individual re-employment grants. Today, the President will 
focus on the fourth component of his proposal — individual re-employment grants.

The President's re-employment program consolidates the web of 50 - 60 federal 
training programs and gives the money directly to individuals so that they can choose 
the training or re-employment opportunities they need. Individuals will be eligible for 
skill grants from $2000-53000 and income contingent loans, as well as new consumer 
information and accountability standards. For additional information see attached 
document.

-more-



Trip of the President to Galesburg continued, page 2

Prior to the President's speech, there will be a pre-program at which Education 
Secretary Richard Riley, Secretary of Labor Robert Reich, Representative Lane Evans 
(D-IL) and Galesburg Mayor Fred Kimble are expected to make remarks. Don Crist, 
the President of Carl Sandburg College will introduce the President

Also in the pre-program, actors will recreate segments of the first Lincoln- 
Douglas debates, which took place in Galesburg

Galesburg/Cari Sandburg College

The Galesburg area in northwestern Illinois was hard hit by the recession in the 
1980s. Over the last several years, the area has rebounded and the current 
unemployment rate of 6.1% is just over the national average. The employment base is 
in farm equipment manufacturing, agribusiness and academia. Galesburg is one of the 
largest towns in the area with approximately 30,000 people.

The area's comeback can be attributed in part to places like Carl Sandburg 
College. The College, which serves approximately 3,400 students per semester, 
provides job retraining over a nine county area.

The College has trained or retrained more than 12,000 students in the past 
eleven years. It has two campuses (with a third being constructed) and is able to link 
remote classrooms electronically. Maytag, the largest employer in the area, is 
installing an electronic classroom on site. Upon completion, Maytag employees will 
be able to take a class at Carl Sandburg College without leaving the plant. In 1988, 
the College formed the Center for Agriculture, Business and Industry to address the 
needs of businesses in the area and provide for continuous training of workers. Last 
year, 24 companies participated in training opportunities including Maytag, J.C.
Penney, Burlington, Northern Railroad and two local hospitals.

Other area colleges have also had success with similar programs. For example, 
Blackhawk Community College in nearby East Moline has a cooperative agreement 
with the John Deere Company to train and retrain workers.

-more-



Trip of the President to Galesburg continued, page 3

Visit Galesburg High School

Following the speech, the President will travel to nearby Galesburg High 
School, where he will greet high school students and area residents -- who will have 
just finished watching the speech on large screen televisions set up to accommodate 
additional guests. This event will be open for pool coverage.

The following are attached:

Bios on the Roundtable Participants

Fact Sheet on the Employment and Training Skill Grants

Fact Sheet on the Middle Class Bill of Rights

Fact Sheet on Illinois Economic Progress
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Participants in the Roundtable Discussion

Dr. Don Crist is the President of Carl Sandburg Community College. He has been President 
of the College for three and half years. Prior to that he held the positions of Vice President 
of Instruction, Dean of Instruction, Division Chair and tenured faculty member.

Walter Elrod is a medical student vdio, prior to enrolling at Carl Sandburg, was a firefighter 
for nine years. He obtained his fire science degree, was promoted at his job, and then 
obtained a B.S. from Knox College in Galesburg. He is now a second-year medical student 
at Illinois University.

Rick Politz is the Vice President and General Manager at Maytag. Maytag recruits from the 
student population at Carl Sandburg and also uses the College to train and retrain current 
employees. Maytag offers tuition reimbursement for its employees.

Jesse Wayland is a computer operator at Maytag and the father of two. Jesse learned 
computer skills while in the Air Force, and then was hired by Maytag, where he has worked 
for 29 years. Mr. Wayland continued to upgrade his skills by taking courses at Carl Sandburg 
and was promoted to a managerial position. As a manager, he now works in paitnership with 
Carl Sandburg by helping to design training courses.

Keith Homer worked in local factories for minimum wage before becoming a nurse at St. 
Mary's Medical Center. After becoming a displaced worker, Keith enrolled at Carl Sandburg 
to obtain an Associate Degree in nursing. He is the father of 3.

Tim Gray is a retail bookstore clerk. He received an Associate Degree from Carl Sandburg 
and then went on to Monmouth College where he received a B.A. He now works at Palmer 
College in Rock Island.

Leon Campbell is Manager at Butler Manufacturing and the father of two. He has worked at 
Butler for 20 years and has taken advantage of the tuition reimbursement program there by 
continuing his education at Carl Sandburg College. He has received numerous promotions at 
work which he attributes to his Sandburg training. In 1994, Leon received the College's 
"Most Improved Student" award.

Thomas Nguyen is a registered nurse and father of two. He is a Viemamese refugee who 
came to the U.S. in 1975. In order to obtain a better paying job after receiving his G.E.D., he 
enrolled at Carl Sandburg College, where he received an Associate Degree in nursing. He is 
a RN at a local hospital, and is working to get his B.S. from Graceland College.

Mary Landon is the Executive Director at the Department of Tourism for the City of 
Galesburg and mother of two. Prior to attending Carl Sandburg College, she was out of the 
workforce for 7 years. She took courses in accounting and marketing and received an 
Associate Degree in management. Upon graduation, she worked as an administrative assistant 
at the Chamber of Commerce, and then as an assistant to the Galesburg Director of Tourism 
for the city. She was promoted to Executive Director six years ago.



Cynthia Pennington is a nursing student at Carl Sandburg College and mother of three. Her 
husband's job at the Burlington and Northern Railroad brought the family to Galesburg a year 
ago. Before coming to Galesburg, she worked in a bank making $8/hour. She couldn’t find a 
comparable position in Galesburg and, because of her husband's frequent transfers, decided 
she needed marketable skills that could apply in any community. She enrolled in the 
Sandburg nursing program. Her daughter, Jaime (see below), is also in the program.

Jaime Pennington is a nursing student. Jaime, 20, discovered the nursing program at 
Sandburg through her mother and friends who had graduated from the program.

Cindy Allert is an emergency room nurse and single mother of two. After she obtained her 
degree, she went to work as an RN and doubled her salary. She currently works in the 
Emergency Unit at a local hospital.

Ray Stevens is the General Superintendent at the Burlington Northern Railroad. He is 
working with the College to develop a new training program for the railroad.

Rex Witt is a machine operator at the John Deere Company. He lives in East Moline. He 
has worked at John Deere for 32 years and is a member of the UAW. He is currently 
attending Blackhawk Community College in Moline in an effort to obtain his GED and 
upgrade his skills.

Chuck Unger, Jr. is a tool and dye apprentice at Maytag. He is a member of the Machinists 
Union and has worked at Maytag for 12 years. Once he completes his training, his wages 
will increase by almost 80%.

Ethel Bassett is a welder at John Deere Company and mother of nine. She has worked at 
John Deere for 20 years. She was an assembly worker until being laid off in 1983. In order 
to support her family, she took clerical courses at the Blackhawk Community College and 
worked in clerical positions for 5 years. When she learned about a welding program 
sponsored by the UAW, she enrolled and, upon completion, John Deere rehired her at double 
her previous salary.

Carol Eiten has been an instructor at Carl Sandburg College for 25 years. She directs the 
Academic Skills Center which assists students needing developmental education in writing, 
reading and mathematics in order to prepare them for vocational programs. Many of the 
paiticipants in the roundtable were in her program.



THE MIDDLE CLASS BILL OF RIGHTS

"For too long, too many Americans have worked longer for 
stagnant wages and less security...[E]ven though the 
economic statistics are moving up, most of our living 
standards are not ... More jobs aren't enough. We have to 
raise incomes."
President Clinton, Address to the Nation, December 15, 1994

The Challenge. Working Americans are riding a roller-coaster of 
economic change. New technologies, global competition, and an 
increasingly integrated world economy have been reshaping the 
industrial landscape. While some workers are prospering in the 
new economy, the living standards of average American families 
have been stagnating for a generation. Compared to twenty years 
ago, many Americans are working longer hours for lower pay. For 
much of our middle class, the American Dream is under siege. 
Restoring that dream--the hope of a better future for our 
families and our children—is our most urgent challenge.

The Beginnings of Change. In 1993, President Clinton proposed a 
new economic direction for America. Two years later, the United 
States has created 5.6 million new jobs, 92% in the private 
sector, with more good jobs than in the previous five years 
combined, and with the first 12-month increase in manufacturing 
jobs since 1978. Our country has reduced the national 
unemployment rate from 7% to 5.4% with the lowest rate of 
inflation in twenty-five years, so that the "Misery Index"--the 
combined measure of unemployment and inflation--is at its lowest 
level since 1972. It has reversed the flow of federal red ink by 
reducing the annual budget deficit for three years in a row. It 
has signed new trade agreements to reduce the tariffs paid by 
American consumers at home and American producers abroad, and to 
tear down barriers to American-made goods and services all around 
the world. And it is leading the world in the productivity and 
competitiveness of its firms and workers.
The Opportunity. The strong evidence that links education and 
training with higher earnings and better jobs points the way to 
build a better future for all Americans. As the President noted 
in his Address, "Education...has a bigger impact on earnings and 
job security than ever before.... Every American needs the skills 
necessary to prosper in the new economy." A strong bipartisan 
consensus in the last Congress has already spurred significant 
steps toward building the skills and future earning power of the 
children and students of working Americans, including major new 
investments in education. The next step is the Middle Class Bill 
of Rights, which will empower America's workers to acquire new 
skills, obtain better jobs, and to earn higher wages and living 
standards for themselves and their families.



As the President observed in his Address, "Fifty years ago, an 
American president proposed the G.I. Bill of Rights, to help 
returning veterans from World War II go to college, buy a home 
and raise their children. That built this country." The G.I. 
Bill led to a generation of prosperity by putting learning 
resources directly in the hands of ordinary Americans. The 
returning veterans turned their new skills into the higher 
productivity, rising wages, and soaring living standards that 
opened the door into the middle class for tens of millions of 
Americans.

The President’s Middle Class Bill of Rights will provide today's 
aspiring workers and job seekers the same kind of opportunity. 
Like the G.I. Bill, it puts resources directly in the hands of 
our people so that each individual will have a fair chance to 
learn the skills needed to build a better future.

1. Education and training tax deductions will help working 
Americans pay for building new skills that lead most 
directly to better jobs and wages. Deductions of up to 
$10,000 per year for families making up to $120,000 per year 
will be phased in for tuition and costs for college, 
community college, graduate schools, technical schools and 
worker retraining.

2. Tax credits for families with children of $500 per child 
under 13 will be phased in. This will expand the budgets of 
middle class families to invest as they see fit.

3. Expanded IRAs will enable working families making up to 
$100,000 per year to save $2,000 per year from current 
earnings, tax-free, and to invest these funds--without 
penalty—when they want to build new skills or buy a first 
home, as well as providing for retirement or paying medical 
expenses.
A comprehensive reform of the employment and training system 
will help unemployed workers and low-income adults and youth 
--many of whom will not be able to benefit from the tax 
incentives--find new and better jobs, learn necessary

and obtain Skill Grants with which to make their own 
decisions about post-secondary training and education. 
Student loans through Individual Education Accounts will 
further ensure that all Americans have the opportunity to 
finance learning new skills where and when they choose and
to repay these direct loans at the pace their future income 
allows.

4.



THE MIDDLE CLASS BILL OF RIGHT: SKILL GRANTS

As a key component of the Middle Class Bill of Rights, the 
President proposes to totally restructure the existing system of 
employment and training. Seven key principles guide this change:

1. Individual Empowerment. Individuals should be empowered 
with resources so they can choose for themselves what skills they 
need to boost their earning power. The President's proposal puts 
buying power directly into individuals' hands, so they can get 
skills at the time, at the place, and in the way that makes sense 
for them:

o Unemployed and low-income workers can get Skill Grants 
worth up to $2,620 per year, for up to two years, that they 
can use as they choose for learning new skills.

o Both tuition tax breaks and Skill Grants will be 
supplemented by Individual Education Accounts. These low- 
cost loans will be available to any person, with flexible 
repayment options including "pay as you can," to enable 
every American to invest in their skills and repay at the 
pace their future income allows.

2. Leaner Government. The President's proposal eliminates 
over 50 separate programs, replacing them with an integrated 
system that minimizes red tape and maximizes individual choice.

3. State Flexibility. Washington doesn't have all the 
answers. States should have the flexibility to reflect local 
conditions and respect local priorities. The President's 
proposal gives states the freedom to tailor training programs and 
delivery systems as they see fit, including expanding on-the-job 
training in cooperation with firms and workers. Most federal 
rules dictating administrative procedures will be wiped out. 
States will be able to apply for waivers from the few rules that 
remain, and to plow the savings back into additional training.

4. Good Information to Guide Choices. A skill-building 
system rooted in individual choice requires good data to inform 
decisions about what skills to get and where to learn them. 
Reforms woven throughout the initiative--and centered on the 
networks of One-Stop Career Centers already under construction by 
the States--will give workers and job seekers access to reliable 
information on jobs, careers, and the success records of training 
institutions, so that they can make good choices to improve their 
futures.



5. Accountability. Too often today, training providers 
aren't held accountable for results. The President's initiative 
will address this by emphasizing individual choice and 
competition so that individuals can pick providers who deliver; 
by providing good performance data so people know what training 
pays off; and by setting quality standards for training providers 
to cut off the frauds and the incompetents.

6. Private-Sector Partnership. At base, the President's 
proposal isn't about government. It's about jobs, and that means 
the private sector has a central role. Business and labor will 
be full partners in designing and running training, job-search, 
and information services. The most competitive and productive 
firms are also leaders in upgrading the skills of their 
workforce; new awards will recognize excellence in creating 
workplaces that expand opportunity by capitalizing on and 
rewarding worker skills.

7. Paths from School to Work. Preparing America's youth for 
the world of work and a career of learning and applying new 
skills to more rewarding jobs is a vital task. This initiative 
will fold federal employment and training programs, including 
vocational education, for young people into the school-to-work 
movement already underway in every state as designed and 
developed by the states, local communities and the private 
sector. As with the new private sector partnership, good 
information, accountability and state flexibility for adults, 
this new approach will provide clearer paths to new skills and 
better jobs for youth.

The President's Middle Class Bill of Rights can arm every 
American worker with the tools to learn new skills, find good 
jobs and earn higher wages at more rewarding work. Like the G.I. 
Bill, the President's proposal will put the opportunity to learn 
and apply new skills directly in the hands of the people. Now, 
as then, it will be up to individual Americans to accept personal 
responsibility, to make the most of this opportunity to build a 
better life for themselves and their families.

"The Middle Class Bill of Rights will further our common 
mission as Americans -- to expand middle class incomes and 
opportunities, to promote the values of work and family, 
responsibility and community. And to help Americans compete 
and win in the new American economy."

President Clinton, Radio Address, December 18, 1994



ECONOMIC PROGRESS IN ILLINOIS UNDER PRESIDENT CLINTON
f

President Clinton's strategy to strengthen the economy is based on reducing the federal budget deficit, lowering 
trade barriers, and empowering workers, families, businesses and communities to succeed. Here are some of the results 
for the nation and Illinois after the first 23 months of the Clinton Administration;

Improved Economic and Fiscal Conditions in the United States:

• Under Clinton Economic Plan, the deficit will be lowered by $708.4 billion - the deficit will be cut for three years
in a row for the first time since Harry Truman was President.

• More than 5.6 million new jobs created - private sector Job growth rate 8 times faster than during previous
Administration.

• Federal government workforce will drop by 272,900 - creating lowest workforce since the Kennedy Administration. 

Improved Economic Conditions in Illinois:

• Over three times as many new Jobs per year -- 91,364 vs. 25,325 average during the previous 4 years.

• Over five times as many private sector jobs per year -- 89,891 vs. 17,625 average during the previous 4 years.

• The unemployment rate has dropped from 6.9% to 4.2%.

• Business failures have dropped 38%.

• Bank lending has increased $10.3 billion after declining $13.6 billion during the previous 4 years.

• Consumer confidence has increased 45%.

What President Clinton's Accomplishments Have Achieved for the People of Illinois:

$11,000 OF REDUCED FEDERAL DEBT FOR EVERY FAMILY OF FOUR IN ILLINOIS: By 1998, the
national debt will be S708.4 billion lower than was projected before the passage of the President's economic plan.
That's $11,000 of reduced federal debt for each family of four in Illinois.

8 TIMES MORE ILLINOIS FAMILIES RECEIVE A TAX CUT THAN A TAX INCREASE: As a result of the 
expanded Earned Income Tax Credit, 599,271 working families in Illinois will receive a tax cut. TTiis compares to an 
increase in the income tax rate for only the 79,214 wealthiest taxpayers in Illinois.

TAX CUT FOR 53,060 SMALL BUSINESSES IN ILLINOIS: The President helped entrepreneurs, proprietors, and 
other small businessmen and women by expanding the annual expensing allowance from $10,000 to $17,500. About 
53,060 small businesses in Illinois are likely to benefit from the expansion of the expensing allowance this year alone 
and many more will benefit over the coming years.

2.185.000 ILLINOIS WORKERS PROTECTED BY FAMILY AND MEDICAL LEAVE ACT: The Family and 
Medical Leave Act allows workers to take up to 12 weeks of unpaid leave for the birth of a child, to care for a sick 
family member, or if they become too sick to work. This law covers about 2,185,099 workers in Illinois, and protects 
the jobs of 131,268 workers in Illinois who are likely to use unpaid leave this year alone.

1.26 MILLION STUDENTS AND FORMER STUDENTS IN ILLINOIS WILL BE ABLE TO BENEFIT FROM 
STUDENT LOAN REFORMS: Approximately 1.26 million Illinois borrowers - 880,000 current borrowers and
380.000 new borrowers in the next few years - can take advantage of the new direct student loan program by 
participating directly in the program or by consolidating guaranteed loans into direct loans. Some will benefit from 
lower interest rates, and all will benefit from more repayment options, including income contingent repayment.

January 9, 1995
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THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary 
(Denver, Colorado)

For Immediate Release January 16, i9$5

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
AT MARTIN LUTHER KING COMMEMORATIVE BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION

Amphitheater 
Denver, Colorado

12:34 P.M. MST

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you. It is wonderful to be
back in Colorado, to be back in Denver, and to be in this great 
spot, which holds such a warm memory for me. The last time 1 
came here we had a vast crowd. I was asking for the opportunity 
to serve as your President — (applause) — and I must say, when 
I came before I had Sinbad with me as the warmup act. And I 
thought that was responsible for the crowd. Today I am honored 
to be here with all these fine people on the platform, and with 
all of you.

I thank my friend. Governor Romer, for what he said 
and for his leadership and for his long friendship, i thank 
senator Campbell and congresswoman Schroeder for coming all the 
way back from Washington to be here with me — and most 
important, to be here with you today.

I thank secretary Pena for his outstanding service 
as our Transportation secretary, working to make this country a 
safer place. (Applause.) And, of course, I am grateful to the 
Mayor and to Mrs. Webb for their leadership in this stunning 
event and for allowing me to be a small part of this.
(Applause.)

we come here today to celebrate the life of Martin 
Luther King, we know that he would have been 66 years old today, 
TO me, it seems only yesterday when he was 39 and laying down his 
life for what he believed. Mayor Webb said that the life of 
Martin Luther King had special relevance for African Americans 
because of what he meant. Let me tell you that his life should 
have special impact for every American, for he freed the rest of 
us, too, of our hatred, our bigotry, of the Illusion —
(applause) — of the illusion which still crops up from time to 
time that we can somehow lift ourselves up by putting others 
down, that somehow, if we can just find someone to look down on, 
we can feel like we're being looked up, too,

Martin Luther King knew better than that. I ask you 
today, my fellow Americans, to think about why he lived and what 
he laid his life down for. To think about what ought to be 
driving our lives, our individual, lives and our lives as 
citizens.

You heard earlier Dr. King’s famous "i Have A Dream" 
speech. I saw a sign held up earlier, when i came in saying that 
they had a dream for America; did I have a dream for America — 
the people holding the sign up there; Remember what Martin 
Luther King said? He said, "My dream is deeply rooted in the 
American Dream," What did he mean by that? The Founders said, 
"We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all are created 
equal" -- (applause) -- "and endowed by their Creator with 
certain inalienable rights, and among these are life, liberty and 
the pursuit of happiness."

MORE
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Today, my fellow Americans, I want to talk to you 
about our common rights — to life, liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness, i ask you to think today of government, but to think 
beyond government to people. I ask you to think today of the 
programs and the work of government, but to think beyond that to 
the lives of people. I ask you to remember today that, more than 
anything else, Martin Luther King’s life was a life of service. 
Even as he marched, all across this land, and took that vast 
throng to Washington, D.C., and asked the government to act, he 
knew that in the end, what was in the heart and the spirit and 
the mind of the average American citizen was even more important.

And that is why he always said that all of us had a 
responsibility to do our part and to serve. Martin Luther King 
said, everybody can be great because everybody can serve. He 
said, if all you do is sweep the streets, then sweep them just as 
well as Michelangelo painted the Sistine Chapel — be the best 
streetsweeper that ever lived; serve: and serve. (Applause.)

I was asked the other day, of all the things that 
had happened in the last two years, was there one achievement I 
could say l was most proud of? And I said, I think it was the 
creation of the National service Program -- (applause) — and 
some of them are here today. (Applause.) Why? Because these 
young people are committed to service. And if we all are 
committed to the idea that we are bound up with one another, then 
we can all be great and our country will be great. (Applause.)

When I came here in 1992, I was worried about the 
direction of this country, I was concerned about the economic 
problems of America. More importantly, i was concerned that we 
seemed to be drifting and divided,: and that we had no clear role 
for how we might work together to build a better future; to 
reclaim that dream for which Martin Luther King gave his life.
And I told you that I would seek, for my part, to do three 
things: one, to give this country a new economic policy that
would bring down the deficit and bring up employment and bring us 
forward toward the next century. Two, a different way of 
governing — that I would reduce the size of the federal 
government and increase its creativity, its effectiveness, its 
relevance to your life.

And we have done both those things. We have 
restored a sense of economic direction and opportunity to this 
country, and the government is smaller and yet still more 
effective. No one exemplifies that any better than Denver’s 
Transportation secretary, Federico Pena. (Applause.)

But I knew then and I say again now that that would 
be fine but not enough; that we literally had to change our 
relationship in America as citizens to our government and most 
importantly, to each other, it was what I called then and what I 
say now is a New Covenant — the idea that you have a right to 
certain opportunities, but in return: you must exercise personal 
responsibility in return for those opportunities to make the most 
of your own life, the life of your family, the life of your 
community and the life of your country. That is what this is all 
about. (Applause.)

That’s why when people talk about something like 
welfare reform, I don't think about punishing poor people, I 
think about ending welfare so poor people can work and be good 
parents' and have a better life and look to a better future — 
(applause.) That's why, when we passed the crime bill, l thought 
it was a good thing just to give money to local communities to 
hire more police officers, and also to have opportunities to give 
our children something to say yes to as well as something to say 
no to; so that we could show responsibility even as we seized 
opportunities.

If you think about it, -.hat Is the great debate we 
should be having today: What is our responsibility to ourselves,
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and what is our responsibility to each other, if vou hav^
Responsibility, pretty soon people lose their rlghts^^

^ behave responsibly. If you go around telllno people to be .responsible all the time and there never is an ^
«fpons?blI.forward, pretty soon they get tired of being

want th. today, if we want hope, if weclteam to live again, is to say to each other: we will
resDon«?hTo^^”’S^^"'f?? creating opportunity and to being
responsible. We will say no to violence, and yes to hope we

no — no to the idea that we can get anywhere by beingdi^eS?tris"rs??enSh“"'

Sp°S’'do“ ”® fMe^the fact*tLrSe°are going
WOrtLn«»® business If 
working together to make the most of all our potential we willnever be what we ought to be as a country. (A?p?ausej'

know have more to do in Washington. i
a r people are working harder and still not having

J 3«now, as the Pastor prayed, that another million 
J working families lost their health insurance last 

A there are problems there. That's why I have said
this coming session of Congress, I will devote myself to 

raf? I Bill of. Rights, which could be
Rights and Responsibilities, because it offers 

you the right to pursue happiness, not the guarantee of 
happiness, i believe with all my heart that if we're going to 
worry about lowering taxes, we ought to lower taxes to help 
people educate themselves and their children and strengthen their 
families, so we can move forward together and grow together. 
(Applause.)

And so I have said let's do four things that the 
government can do to help people exercise more responsibility and 
take control of their own lives: Tax deductions for all the cost
of education after high school. (Applause.) Lower the tax 
burden for parents with young children so they have more money to 
spend on raising the kids. (Applause.) Let people save money 
in an individual Retirement Account, but let them withdraw it 
without a penalty -- for education or health care, or taking care 
of their parents when they're sick. (Applause.)

When people are unemployed or working hard for low 
wages and they're willing to get new skills, give them the funds 
they need to get education and training so they can grow into 
what God meant them to be. But I say to you again; We can pass 
that program, we can have the crime bill work perfectly. But 
unless In Denver, Colorado, you do what the Governor challenged 
you to do, we will not be what we ought to be.

This country cannot go ;on with children shooting 
children. (Applause.) This country, cannot go on with so many 
kids just giving up on their livesThis country cannot go on 
with more and more little babies being born into unstable 
situations where the mothers are children, too, and the future 
looks bleak, we can turn this around. But we have got to turn 
it around, and we have got to do it together by lifting each 
other up. (Applause.)

YOU know, the reason I said what i did about the 
service Corps — and all the young,people in the Denver National 
service Corps raise their hands — I,want to tell you why i did 
that. I did that because, to me, that represents everything I 
wanted to do. These young people are building the new economy 
because when they work on solving problems In Denver, they earn 
some money to go to college. And they're changing the way the 
government works because there is no bureaucracy at all; they 
just have a project here and apply for the opportunity for young
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people to work In It. This is not a government bureaucracy, but 
most important of all — most important of all, this is creating 
that new relationship of opportunity and responsibility, building 
up a community by people giving and getting and giving and 
getting, and giving and getting, until pretty soon, lives are 
changed and futures are changed.

Today, to celebrate Martin Luther King's birthday, 
there are young people like this all over America. They're 
rebuilding schools in Atlanta as we talk today. They're 
rebuilding homes in Memphis. They're helping people work their 
way out of the flood in California, and they're here today in 
Denver, building this country, doing what we ought to do. 
(Applause.)

I was told a day or so ago that in this new congress 
there may be a move to abolish the National Service Corps to save 
money to pay for tax cuts.

AUDIENCE: Nooo.
THE PRESIDENT; Well, let me say, I know about 

cutting government spending. We've taken 411,000 in debt off of 
every family in America by reducing the deficit. We have reduced 
the size of the federal government to its smallest size since 
Martin Luther King visited John Kennedy in the White House, i 
know about that. But the purpose of all this is not to wreck the 
government, not to give us a mean-spirited government. It is to 
give us a lean government that will help us to work togc ther to 
solve our own problems. That's what we should be committed to do 
in Washington and in Denver and in every community throughout 
this great land. (Applause.)

SO let me ask you to think about this — look at all 
the young people in this audience. Look at the fine young people 
in their band uniforms. (Applause.) Look at the young people 
around the choir and the young kids here. (Applause.) Look at 
all the children here -- all different colors and backgrounds. 
What is the American Dream? it is the right to pursue happiness. 
It requires a certain equality and a certain respect. It 
requires us to listen as well as to talk.

I know the American people are often angry and 
frustrated today. But let me tell you something, folks, this is 
a very great country and there Is nothing that cannot be fixed if 
we will rely on our hearts and our spirits and what we know to be 
true. I have traveled this whole world on your behalf, i have 
seen many different places. l have dealt with many opportunities 
and problems, i am more convinced today than I was on the day I 
took the oath of office that the greatest days of America lie In 
front of us if we have the courage to live the dream of Martin 
Luther King. (Applause.)

But remember, what he lived and died for was for 
every one of you to have the right to do good and to be good and 
to make the most of your own life, it was no living and dying 
for the freedom to shoot people; no living and dying for the 
freedom to shoot up; no living and dying for the freedom to hate 
people; no living and dying for the freedom to Ignore the 
responsibilities of parenthood and the obligations of our 
children. That is not what this was-about. And there was no 
living and dying to advance the proposition that we are all just 
isolated individuals out here, we don't need anybody helping 
anybody else, and everything we do as. a government is 
intrinsically bad. That Idea Is wrong, too.

so I say to you, as you-look to the next century, 
let's make Denver and the West the frontier of the next century 
by proving that you can be a rugged individual, you can do 
everything you want in your individual aspirations, but only if 
you build a new community, where everybody has a chance to rise 
up, and everybody has a chance to be respected, and every child
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has a chance to be loved and to be Important, 
is all about.

That is what this

And let us look for ways — (applause) —let us 
look for ways every day — every day to say the dream of Martin 
Luther King depends upon what I do inside and how I relate to my 
fellow men and women, and to all the little boys and girls.

Twenty-seven years ago, April 4th, Martin Luther 
King was killed. Only such a young man. But he gave his life 
willingly so that we might become all God meant for us to be. we 
can still do it. we will have more opportunities than ever 
before. But you look at this sea of people, and you think about 
what the Founding Fathers said over 200 years agO. Life, 
liberty, the pursuit of happiness, together.

Thank you and God bless you all. (Applause.)
END 12;54 P.M. MST
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time?
THE PRESIDENT: ThanK you. Are you having a good

AUDIENCE: Yesss!
THB PRESIDENT: Well, so am I. And I'm glad to be

here again. I want to thank all the people who are here, all the 
elected officials and the clergy and the people on the board of 
Community Build. I thank Brenda Shockley for her fine work.
Yes, give her a hand, she's great. (Applause.) I thank Marla 
Gibbs and Robert Hooks for their work tonight. And I thought 
Linda Hopkins was great. I was back there listening to her sing 
behind the curtain — (applause.)

And it's wonderful to see Rosa Parks and Cicely 
Tyson here. I'm honored to be in their presence, as always. 
(Applause.)

I want to thank the young people behind me who met 
with me for a few moments before l came out here Charles 
Rousseau (phonetic), who is one of our Faces of Hope; my friends 
from the playground, and all the others who are back there who 
told me about what this effort is all about; who talked to me 
about Community in terms that anybody could understand.

Ladies and gentlemen, when I ran for President and I 
came here to South Central L.A., I, first of all, knew my way 
around a little bit because I had actually come here before I 
ever dreamed of running for president, just because I was 
interested in what was happening to you and how we were going to 
build with the challenges we face. (Applause.)

And I said that I thought my job, if you would let 
me be president, was to do three things: First, to try to get
the economy going again. Second, to try to have a government 
that worked in a way that made sense for people at the grass- 
roots level and would take us into the 21st century, it would be 
less bureaucratic. It could even be smaller, but it would be 
able to do more in partnership with people where they live, so 
that when you pay your taxes you would think you were getting 
your money's worth for a change. (Applause.)

But the third and most important thing that I 
thought we had to do as a people that the President had to be a 
part of was to create a new agreement between the people and 
their government and between the people, themselves — what I 
called a New Covenant. A commitment to extend more opportunity tS rSuIn for people essmulM responelblUty £or their own lives, 

their own families, their own communities; for changing tne things ^hat have to be changed. That’s the only way we're ever 
going to strengthen this country out, Is if we ^^^e more 
opportunity and more responsibility; if people really believe 

that we can make a difference.
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