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The Preaident regrets Judge Sarckin’s decision to retire ’

from the bench, which will deprive the Third Circuit Court
of Appeals of the gervice of a distinguished judgs.

The extreme political attacks that have caused Judge Sarokin
to take this step are not in the best interests of the
federal judiciary or the country. As Counsel to the
President Jack Quinn stated in his March 22 letter to
Congressmen demanding a judge’s resignation over a
controversial decision, "The President supports the

independence of the federal judiciary, which is established
by the Constitution."

Although the President, like any citizen, reserves the right
to criticize a particular decision, he believes, as Mr.
Quinn stated, that "the proper way for the Executive Branch
to contest judicial decisons with which it disagrees is to
challenge them in the courts."
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The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton
President of tha Unjited States

Tha White Housa

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N, W.-
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. Presnident:

This is to advise you that I intend to yYetire as a
judge of the United States Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit
effective July 31, 1996. It is apparent that there are those who
have decidad to "Willie Hortonize" tha fedaral judiciary, and
that I am to be one of thelr prime targats. As a result, I
expect that my decisions will continue to be used against you and
others in ‘the upcoming campaign, but I cannot and vill not alter
thep baecause they might. I had intended to remain on the court
80 long as I was physically and mentally able, but tha eonstant
politicization of my tenure has made that lifetime dream
impossible for me.

Tt is ironic that I do not stand chargad with
misconduct, but rather with protecting the constitutional rights
of persons accused of crimas---a somewhat astonishing accusation
to be leveled against a federal judge, since my oath and
consclence preohibit me from doing otherwise. In tha current
political campaign, enforcamant of constitutional rights is
equated with being soft on crime and, indeed, even with causing
it. The Bill of Rights is characterized as a collection of
vtechnicallties® ---the only "right" apparently remaining is to
own an autematic weapon capable of killing a room full of
schoolchildren in a few saconds. It is my unerring viev that if
the Bill of Rights were repeaaled TOomorrov and no juage could
enforce them, that it would not make a rippla in the amount or

nature of crime in this country. To hold judges responsible for
crime is like blaming doctors for disease.
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The Honorakle William Jaffarson ¢clinton
President of the Unitad States

The current tactics will affect the independence of the
judiciary and the public’s confidence in it, vithout which it
cannot survive. So long as I was the focus of criticism for my
owm opiniona, T vae rocigned to takae tha abuse no mattar how
unfair or untrue, but the first moment I considered whether or
how an opinion 1 was preparing would be used was tha moment 1
decided that ] could no longer serve as a fedaral judge,

The court and the country will survive easily without
pe. Some undoubtedly will cheer my departure, but what thay may
view as a victory i¢, in reality, s defeat for our judicial
system and its most aessential ingrediente--an independent
judiciary.

I thank you for the confidence you demonstratad in
appointing me to this distinguished court. I regrat that thare
are those who are willing to sacrifice my life’s work and
reputation for thair own political gain and hava deprived mea of
the opportunity eof fulfilling ms commitment to tha work I love
and the principles T hold most daar.

Raspactfully yours,



