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:tober 9, 1995i

BACKGROUND^MORANDUM

MARILYN DIGIACOBFROM:

DEMOCRATIC ETHNIC STRATEGY MEETINGSUBJECT:

\

Monday, October 9, 1995
3:00 p.m. - 4:30 p.m., Roosevelt Room

Peter Ujvagi (Hungarian-American Democratic City Council member from Toledo, OH) and 
Jim Rosapepe (Italian-American Maryland Legislature Delegate and Coordinator of the Italian 
American Democratic Leadership Council) have taken the initiative to organize a day long 
strategy session with key Democratic ethnic leaders. A group of 20 ethnic leaders, 
representing the majority of the white ethnic communities, are in town for a day long session 
focused on addressing ways in which they can most effectively help the President as 
individual ethnic groups and as a broader ethnic community.

All of the 20 participants are here because they want to help the President in his re-election. 
They all have worked with the Office of Public Liaison over the past 2 1/2 years and many 
played key roles in organizing ethnic support for the President's election in 1992. Prior to our 
3:00 p.m. meeting, they will have had a morning strategy session and will have had lunch 
with Bobby Watson and Minyon Moore at the Democratic National Committee. At the DNC 
meeting, the group plans to emphasize the importance of acknowledging white ethnics as a 
core constituency and backing that up with the resources to support a grassroots effort. In 
simple terms, they will ask once again for the DNC to hire a staff person to do outreach to 
white ethnics. (Note that since Jay Footlik left the DNC, there has been no DNC ethnic 
liaison counterpart to build on the work done by the Office of Public Liaison.)

At the 3:00 p.m. Roosevelt Room meeting, the group will want to exchange ideas on the role 
that ethnic Americans will play in the 1996 elections, particularly in critical target states.
They will expect to have a discussion that covers both the message to ethnic Americans as 
well as the grassroots mechanisms. They will bring ideas, knowledge and experience to the 
table. They are ready to work, but they need to get the feeling from this White House 
meeting, that we have a real commitment to ethnic Americans as a core constituency and that 
it is a priority for both the White House and the Re-elect.

Please see attached list of participants and background on the meeting. Thank you for your 
help!



DEMOCRATIC ETHNIC STRATEGY MEETING 
Monday, October 9, 1995

PARTICIPANTS

Irish-Ameripans

Hon. Bruce A. Morrison
Chairman, Americans for a New Irish Agenda
Washington, DC

Mr. Brian O'Dwyer
Chairman, Emerald Isle Immigration Center 
New York, New York

Mr. Joseph Jamison
Director, Irish American Labor Coalition 
New York, New York

Iffllian-Amftripans

Mr. Arthur Gajarsa
Vice Chairman, National Italian American Foimdation 
Washington, DC

Hon. James Rosapepe 
Delegate, Maryland Legislature
National Coordinator, Italian American Democratic Leadership Council 
College Park, Maryland

Dr. Philip R. Piccigallo
National Executive Director, Order Sons of Italy in America 
Washington, DC

Polish- A niffrif ans

Mr. Thomas Wojslawowicz 
Chairman, New York Pulaski Day Parade 
Polish American Congress, New Jersey-Bayonne 
Bayonne, New Jersey

HungaiHan-Americana

Hon. Peter S. Ujvagi 
Member, Toledo City Council
Organizing Committee, Hungarian American National Democratic Leadership Caucus 
Toledo, Ohio



I.ithuanian-Americans

Dr. Elona Vaisnys 
Yale University 
North Haven, Connecticut

G reek-Americans

Mrs. Nikki Stephanopoulos
Public Relations Officer, Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South America 
New York, New York

Ms. Christine Wamke
Government Affairs Advisor, Hogan and Hartson 
Washington, DC

Ukrainian-Aroericans

Mr. Julian E. Kulas
Boardmember, Ukrainian Congress Committee of America 
President, 1st Security Federal Savings Bank 
Chicago, Illinois

Mr. Andrew Fedynsky
Director, Ukrainian Museum Archives
Rocky River, Ohio

Arah-A mpripans

Dr. James Zogby
President, Arab American Institute 
Washington, DC

Mr. Tony Haddad
Vice-President, Lebanese American Council of Detroit 
Troy, Michigan

Armenian-Americans

Mr. Mourad Topalian
Chairman, Armenian National Committee of America 
Warrensville Heights, Ohio

Mr. Set Momjian 
Himtingdon Valley, Pennsylvania



Croatian-Americans 

Mr. Steve Rukavina
National President, National Federation of Croatian Americans 
Washington, DC

Resource

Ms. Vicki Mongiardo
Former Director of Ethnic Affairs, Carter White House 
Washington, DC



GOALS FOR THE DEMOCRATIC ETHNIC STRATEGY MEETING

1. To encourage support for, and the strengthening of the White House effort in 

the Office of Public Liaison in reaching out to the ethnic communities, and to 

expand that effort to other White House and Administration offices.

2. Utilize this meeting to get to know each other, learn from each other, and 

determine whether, by working together, we can be taken more seriously by the 

DNC, The White House, and the Re elect Committee.

3. Explore if there are common, cross cutting issues that bring our communities 

together, and as a result generates greater political power.

4. Begin to develop an outline of what we believe an effective Democratic strategy 
should be for 1996 and beyond.

5. Meet with staff of the DNC and the White House to hear their plans for our 
communities, and hopefully, to begin a dialogue.

6. Make a determination at the end of the day whether together we can be more 

effective than working as individual groups, and deciding if and how we want to 

continue this process.



DRAFT AGENDA

DEMOCRATIC ETHNIC STRATEGY MEETING

Monday October 9, 1995 
9:00 A.M.

1828 L, Street, N.W. 
Suite 1010
Washington, D.C. 20005

I. Welcome & Introductions

II. Outline Goals for the Day

III. Status of the Democratic Party / President 
with our various constituencies.

- Experiences with the DNC
- Experiences with the White House
- Outlook for 1996 election.

IV. Strengths of the Ethnic Constituencies
- Voter strength in target states
- Organizational resources
- Ethnic elected officials
- Financial resources

V. Key Issues & Concerns for 1996 Election
- Democratic Message that needs to resonate 

with our constituencies.
- Organizational needs.

VI. Strategy for meeting w. DNC
- What do we bring to the table.
- What can we deliver.
- What we expect of the DNC.

9:00 - 12:00

VII. Strategy for meeting w. White House

VIII. Lunch and meeting with DNC
- At Rosapepe & Spanos

IX. Meeting at the White House
- Roosevelt Room

X. Debriefing & Next Steps
- OEOB

12:00 - 2:00

- 4:30

4:30 - 5:30
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Hon. Peter S. Ujvagi 
One Govemment Center 

Toledo, Ohio 43623 
419- 693-4781 0. 
419-693-4035 P.

September 28, 1995
Mr. Doug Sosnik 
Assistant to the President 
Director, Political Affairs 
The White House 
Washington D.C. 20002

Dear Mr, Sosnik,
In many states, ethnic Americans, a historically core constituency 
of the Democratic Party, played a pivotal role in the election of 
President Bill Clinton in 1992.
Over the last three years, many of us have worked hard to assure 
that this key constituency would have an integral role in the 
development of public policy in the Clinton administration.
We appreciate the exceptional efforts of the Office of Public 
Liaison in insuring that the views and concerns of ethnic 
Americans were represented in the decision making processes of this 
administration. We can certainly say with confidence, that the 
ethnic American communities have enjoyed an unprecedented access 
to the White House during the last three years.
As we look forward to the critical activities of next year,it is 
important that we strengthen our contacts with the Office of 
Political Affairs.
We hope that you also share our conviction that an effective 
strategy for securing the ethnic constituency in support of 
President Clinton must be an integral part of any successful effort 
for the 1996 elections.
A small group of ethnic American leaders with a strong background 
in practical Democratic politics will be meeting in Washington on 
Monday, October 9 to talk about a Democratic ethnic strategy for 
1996 and beyond.
All of the participants will be people who have developed a strong 
relationship with the White House over the last three years and are 
strongly committed to the reelection of President Clinton.
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„e hav, the opportunity to meet Me. UexiTie^* Dfrect^^? th2 including
Mr. I^on Penet^bhlerof staff w ^
and pivotal role that l^.t>m^ ®^^tlcalelections particularly in critical ^tar^et stites^.^*^

tgriltemi^n o? o^ti^r^’^al.yttn^ “«« »ihh you on

?“de5elori"e??Stlve'etLil “r«e^""^^ i"1^rta“*?^rttSity

we look forward to working together for victory in 1996.
^cerelj:^ .

Toledo Ci^ Coun^l ^on. Jim Roseoeoe

Hungarian American 
National Democratic 
Leadership Caucus

cc: Hon. Jim Rosepepe 
Marilyn DiGiacobbe

ton. Jim Rosepepe 
Maryland House of Delegates
Italian American Democratic 
Leadership Council
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Hon. Peter S. Ujvagi 
One Government Center 

Toledo, Ohio 43623

September 26, 1995
Ms. Alexis Herman 
Assistant to the President 
Director, Office of Public Liaison 
The White House 
Washington D.C. 20002
Attn; Ms. Marilyn DiGiacobbe

Dear Ms.
In many states, ethnic Americans, a historically core constituency 
of the Democratic Party, played a pivotal role in the election of 
President Bill Clinton in 1992.
Over the last three years, many of us have worked hard to assure 
that this key constituency would have an integral role in the 
development of public policy in the Clinton administration.
We appreciate the exceptional efforts of your office euad staff in 
insuring that the views and concerns of ethnic Americans were 
represented in the decision making processes of this 
administration. We can certainly say with confidence, that the 
ethnic American communities have enjoyed an unprecedented access 
to the White House during the last three years.
A small group of ethnic American leaders with a strong background 
in practical Democratic politics will be meeting in Washington on 
Monday, October 9 to talk about a Democratic ethnic strategy for 
1996 and beyond.
All of the participants will be people who have developed a strong 
relationship with the White House and the Office of Public Liaison.
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essential that w© have the oppoxtunlty to meet Hi senior members of the Administration, including

to'crit^ell ’^rgV“4a''te“

^ request the opportunity to meet with you onso?eaSt“2Sd allOT ' between 2 = 30 and 4 = 30 that your

?or*”oi^^l? y°“ “ "“king together

Sincerely

?eter S. Ujyagi Toledo City^ouncftl Maryland House of Delegates

cc; Hon. Jim Roaepepo 
Marilyn DiGiacobbe
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PETER UJVAQI 
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TO:

FKOM;

R£;

Mr. Joliaii E. Kulas 
President
1st Seemity Federal Savings Bank 
936 Noitb Western Avenue 
Chicago, IL 60622

Hbo. JitnHosapepe 
National Coordinator 
Itafian American Democratic 
Leadersb^ Council

Hon. Peter U^vagi 
Organizing Committee, 
Hangarian American 
National Democratic 
Leadersii^) Caucus

DEMOCRATIC ETHNIC STRATEGY MEETING

rfos have be« iavolved witli the. Ohatn Admimsaatioii, aa

KGiacobbe have d<me a great job. caremeb' boted resoureea. of keeping oui ethide cosaitaeiicies engaged^ thi
admmistntion.

developed a good relationsh^ with the DNC

W9< alectioM moves fbiwaid. it is ^ ™<b«'“'li»g and appreciation of the pivotaj roO^ that
ethnic Amencan voters tviiipiaym the reeiectionoftiie President in 199«. ** »« mar

B a imp^ that the DNC, die White House, and die Ke-eieot r___ _
understand that a pure^ symboKc, oBen iast minute, ntchision of ethnic Demoorats^S
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Director, Cerq«ige Dividon, to di«a4^ U"lf
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W^ete that we wooM cach.de oar diecomioas hy ao Iter flma 3:30 P.M. Moadey

A suggested .gcda win be miUble ar your review early oott we*.
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tf yon luve aay ques^ns. or wouM like to there yoor ohservations or ^
pnor to our get-together, please contact either of us at; ^ ^

TmiRosapepe 202-296-8060 office 

296-8068 &x

Peter Ujvagi 419-693-4781 office 
691-6928 home 
693-4033 fax

took forward to your pattfc4.atio« iu a most iuteresttog set of roetiugs ou October 9, 

Please oaU Colleen Barry at 202-29«-8016 to confinn your


