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MEMORANDUM

TO:
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RE:

DATE:

GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS

ANN LEWIS

ABORTION and DEMOCRATIC PLATFORM

JUNE 26,1996



To: Friends 
From: Ann Lewis 
Date: 6/25/96

Answering Questions about abortion and the Democratic platform

Strategic Principles:

We will not use language which says or implies that the current language is untouchable. 
To do so would allow the press to criticize us as less “tolerant” than Bob Dole. Nor do we want 
to start negotiating language, or suggest that we are retreating from our pro-choice position.

The abortion issue is a serious problem for Republicans, not for us. We don’t want to get 
into debates which could justify “they both have problems with the issue” stories.

That means process now is as important as language later; we must keep our friends 
informed . (So if you get calls, please let me know.)

If you get questions, remember:

• - The essence of the pro-choice position is respect for the moral authority of
individuals. Other words to describe our position are inclusion and diversity -that’s 
what being pro-choice means. (See Bob Casey, below)

• The real difference between the two party platforms is that the Republican platform will 
still call for criminalizing abortion through a constitutional amendment; while the 
Democratic platform will advocate policies that can reduce the number of abortions 
through prevention, education, family planning., etc. (See ‘92 platform, attached)

We can’t say it too often:

• This is a serious problem for Republicans because the extremism of their position will be 
unacceptable to mainstream voters, especially suburban and independent women.
(For example, the Texas Republican convention banned abortion even to save the life of 
the mother, and birth control to people under the age of 17!)

• Last month Bob Dole said that tolerance language in the abortion plank was “non- 
negotiable” He has now backed away from that position, and has been negotiating ever 
since -that’s a cave to the extremist right wing of his party.

NOTE: If you hear “Bob Casey was not allowed to speak at the Convention in ‘92..” remember 
that 8 pro-life speakers addressed the Democratic convention, including Ray Flynn. Bob Casey 
did not speak because he refused to endorse Bill Clinton, our nominee.
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