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T H E S E C R E T A R Y - G E N E R A L 

1 December 1997 

Excellency, 

On Human Rights Day, 10 December 1997, we launch a 
year i n which the r i g h t s guaranteed t o every member of 
our human f a m i l y w i l l be a c e n t r a l theme f o r the United 
Nations and the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community. The F i f t i e t h 
Anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights and the Five-Year Implementation Review of the 
Vienna De c l a r a t i o n and Programme of Ac t i o n from the 
World Conference on Human Rights i n 1993 challenge us 
to renew and strengthen our commitment t o human r i g h t s . 

The cause of human r i g h t s i s at the core of the 
mission of the United Nations. I should l i k e t o c a l l 
on you t o support the g l o b a l e f f o r t t o r e i n v i g o r a t e the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l system f o r the promotion and p r o t e c t i o n 
of human r i g h t s , which has developed over the past 
f i f t y years. The endeavour of the High Commissioner 
f o r Human Rights t o mainstream human r i g h t s i n t o United 
Nations a c t i v i t i e s system-wide w i l l be an important 
p a r t of our c o n t r i b u t i o n t o the anniversary year. 

Much remains t o be done t o ensure t h a t the goals 
of the Universal D e c l a r a t i o n are r e a l i z e d f o r every 
i n d i v i d u a l , but I am confident t h a t the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
community w i l l respond t o t h i s challenge i n a s p i r i t of 
mutual respect and s o l i d a r i t y . We need greater e f f o r t s 
at the i n t e r n a t i o n a l and n a t i o n a l l e v e l s t o prevent 
c o n f l i c t s , eradicate poverty, and empower people 
through human r i g h t s , democracy, and development. 

His Excellency 
Mr. W i l l i a m J. C l i n t o n 
President of the United States of America 
Washington, D.C. 

DEC 12 9=27 



I c a l l on Governments t o take appropriate measures 
to t u r n solemn commitments i n t o concrete actions f o r 
the betterment of a l l people. I encourage Governments 
t h a t have not done so t o sign and r a t i f y outstanding 
human r i g h t s t r e a t i e s , and t o develop n a t i o n a l plans of 
a c t i o n t o promote greater respect f o r human r i g h t s . 
Let us complete u n i v e r s a l r a t i f i c a t i o n of the 
Convention on the Rights of the C h i l d and work w i t h 
determination f o r u n i v e r s a l r a t i f i c a t i o n of the 
Convention on the E l i m i n a t i o n of A l l Forms of 
D i s c r i m i n a t i o n Against Women by the year 2000, as was 
c a l l e d f o r by the World Conference. 

Please accept. Excellency, the assurances of my 
highest c o n s i d e r a t i o n . 

TCofi A. Annan 
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