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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20508

November 9, 1993

MEMORANDUM FOR JAMES J. JUKES

FROM: WILLIAM H. ITN’V

SUBJECT: NASA Proposed Testimony on Polar Satellite
Convergence (LRM M-886)

The NSC concurs with the proposed NASA testimony with the
following exceptions (previously faxed).

" Page 2, first full paragraph, line 3: "...on creating a
single eiwiltiawr operational polar satelllte system.

Page 2, last paragraph, lines 5/6: " formed a—Senier an
Interagency Working Group on Convergence

These changes are consistent with those changes discussed at the
November 8 Convergence IWG.
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20506

November 9, 1993

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR WILLIAM H. ITOH

THROUGH : ROBERT G. BELL
FROM: STEVEN R. JONES%)
SUBJECT: NASA Proposed Testimony on Polar Satellite

Convergence (LRM M-886)

OMB requests views on the proposed November 9 testimony by Mr.
William F. Townsend, NASA, before the Subcommittee on Space of
the Committee on Science, Space and Technology. The NASA
testimony describes the current triagency (DoD, NOAA, NASA) and
OSTP-led interagency efforts to define a single converged
operational meteorological and environmental polar satellite.

The testimony was discussed during a November 8 working group.

Due to the two-hour turnaround, I phoned in the changes marked at
Tab II to OMB. }

i
%ﬁgr

That you sign the memorandum at Tab I.

Concurrence by: Jeremy

RECOMMENDATION

Attachments
Tab I Memorandum for Signature
Tab II Incoming Correspondence



EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT Z%l/ 62532’////
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET ]rv ‘%%;Z;ﬁt*z
Washington, D.C, 20503 | @Tﬂl{[ =
'OJ\/P.
November 5, 1993
TESTIMONY

LEGISLATIVE REFERRAL MEMORANDUM :
LRM #M-886

TO: Legislative Liaison Officer -

COMMERCE -~ Michael A. Levitt - (202)482-3086 - 324
DEFENSE - Samuel T. Brick, Jr. - (703)697-1305 ~ 325
NSC - William H. Itoh - (202)395-3723 - 249

OSTP ~ Chris Clary - (202)456-7116 - 288

FROM: JAMES J. JUKES (for) " - s
Assistant Director for/legislative Reference

OMB CONTACT: Jeffrey WEINBERG (395< 457)
Becretary’s line (for simple responses): 395-3454

SUBJECT: NASA Proposed Testimony on Polar satellite
donvergence

DEADLINE: 1PM November 8, 1993

OMB requests the views of your agency on the above subject before

advising on its relationship to the program of the President, in
accordance with OMB Circular A-19.

Please advise us if this item will affect direct spending or
receipts for purposes of the the "Pay-As-You-Go" provisiong of
Title XIII of the Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1990.

cC:

Howard Paster
Greg Simon
Ealine Kamarck
Rich Dalbello
Jeff Hofgard
Margaret Yao
Bill Halter
Ken Schwartz
Harry Meyers
Jeff Payne

Don Geessaman
Arnie Donahue
Tony Wu

Kathy Peroff
Jack Fellows
Sarah Horrigan
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-

Statemert of
© M. William F. Townsend
‘Deputy Associate Administrator
Office of Mission to Planet Earth
National Asronautics and Space Administration

before the
. Subcommities on Space
Commiites on 8clence, Space and Tachnokgy
U.S. House of Represantatives

November 9, 1983

Mr. Chairman and Mambers of the Subcommittes;

| am pleased to appear before the Subcommittes today to report on the National
Aeranautios and Space Administration's (NAGA) discussions with the Departments of
Commerce (DOC) and Detenss (DOD) on the wstablishment of & converged polar
eatellite program,

Proosss of Convergence

Prior to the current triagency effort, NASA Initiated discussions on convergance by
approaching DOC's Natlons! Oceanic and Atmospherio Administration (NQAA)
regarding the merger of NASA's follow-on Earth Obsstvation System (EOS)-PM fiights
with the NOAA Palar Orbiting Environment Program (POES). These discussions wers
based on a mid 1992 recommendation from NASA's Internal Rec/Blue Teams to
examine NASA-NOAA polar satellite convergenca. Specifically, the teams considered
converging NOAA's POES program with Instruments soheduled to fly on the second
and third of NASA's EOS PM spaocecraft, currently planned for launch in 2005 and |
2010, regpactively, Progress continued with additional NASA-NOAA discussions In
the fall of 1992 and continuing through the winter. In February of this year, Chairman
Brown requested a triagency study to assess convergence of appropriate elamentsof
DM8P, POES and EOS FM-2/3, Also In February, disoussions were underway to
intagrate DOD'e Defense Metaorological Sateliite Program (DMSP) and NOAA's Polar
Orbiting Environmental Satelite (POES) Program. Thess efforts wete integrated last
July when NASA, DOD and DOC Joined forces to detarmine how a ponverged polar:
orbiting environmental eatelfte system could meet DOD and NOAA operational
reguiremants, while preserving the research poa's of NASA's EOB-PM series and |
redualng overall costs 1o the U.S. Government,

To foster Interagency cooperation, the three agenoles Initlated a study under the
guidance of a Triagency Stearing Commities 1o discuss and identity potential solutibns
to outstanding convergenoe Issues. This committes will make racommendations based
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on studies that focus on policy and impiementation of a sonverged program, which
include International cooperation, program management and cost, and data
aooessibility.

NABA has actively participated In the activities of the Stesring Committes, and -
cooperation among the agencies has been excelient. With tlp,(ocont Nation /a/wwf/mﬂj
Performance Revlew (NPR) recommendation on-creating & “sing olar J)eh
satollte system,”the Office of Solence and Technology Polloy (OSTF) has bacomeia (/e 8
kay participant In the prooess. The goal of this overall autivity I8 to develop & system Qv '
that refiects overall government requirements, satisfies each agency's spadiic neads to

the extent possible, and Is consistent with the NPR recommendation,

Objentives of Convergsnos

It elements of all these systems converged, the U.8, Governmant could reduce costs .
and increase the measurement capabllities of NOAA/DOD opsrational satsliites, while
still fulfllling the requiremente of the L.S. Giobal Change Ressarch Program (USGCRF)
for a 15 yoar data set. NASA's EOS-PM spacecraft series Is a critical part of the Eerth
Observing System, and Instrumente on EOS-PM spacocrat will provide researoh
support to many of the most Important solence objectives of the USGCRP. The
capabliities of these instruments not only satisfy but in many cases exoead the
operational measurement raquirements of the DOD and NQAA, The performance of
these Instrumants would be:proven In their flight on the first EOB-PM spacaaraft (EOS-
PM1) baglnning In 2000, thus potantially enabling their incfusien on subsequent |
oparational spacecraft, Howaver, it i Important to note that NASA's observational |
requiramente in support of the USGGRP require Instrument cipablities beyond and at
limes dlstinct from those required by NOAA and DOD. The preservation of these |
capabilities s one of the highest NASA objactives in the convergence prooess.

To the extent that certaln of the EOS«PM 2/3 Instruments could be accommodated as
pait of & convergwd satellits, both NASA and NOAA/DOD requirements could ba
satisfled. In addition, valuable resaarch expsrience and tashnioal expartise could be
shared by all three apencies through & converged program.

8tatus of Convergence

As noted above, triagency studies are undsrway to develop & converged polar sate!llte
system. Thess studias will getermine potential post savings as well &8-exploring the
pros and oons of implementing & converged system. As & result of this cobperation; a
set of recommendations will be provided 1o the Secretary of Defense, the Sacretary of
% Commercs, and the NASA Administrator In January 1894, OSTP has formed a-Benisr At
Woe Interagency,Group on Ganvergence to oversee tha triagency effort and to prepare g
final recommendation for approval by the President. This should enable OSTP to
submit a detalled implementation plan to Congress by Aprit 30, 1994, ;




