o Case Number: 2008-0703-F

_ FOIA
'MARKER

This 1s not a textual record. This is used as an
administrative marker by the Clinton Presidential
Library Staff.

Folder Title:
Medal of Honor

Staff Ofﬁce-IndividuaI:

Speechwriting-Rosshirt, Thomas

Original OA/ID Number:

4020 :
Row: Section: . [Shelf: [Position:  [Stack:
48 6 8 . 3 \4




/}{ éf/ /(/5!7/‘ 07&(@6”

[%-_M%M" |

Jod, GH

[ 65640




. e ——
i—

. the battle, the Rough Riders encountered a regular Army unit that was reluctant to pré
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RECOGNIZING AWARD. OF MEDAL OF HONOR TO PRESIDENT THEODORE
ROOSEVELT -- (House of Representatlves June 13, 2000).

"[Page H4329] GPO's PDF‘ o W

The SPEAKER pro tempore Under a previous ‘order of the House, the gentleman from Indiana (Mr
BUYER) is recognlzed for 5 m1nutes ,

' Mr. BUYER. Mr. Speaker Trise today to bring attention to a great man, a man of immense stature to
the history of [ this'Nation, a _strong, moral family man and a visionary-¢ vationist, a man who
istinguishied himself in peace and iirwar and who would at tHe  8ge ¢ of 43 b ome the first great

American voice of the 20th century and eddy" RGGSEVELL .

—————

My esteemed colleague the gentleman from New York (Mr LAZIO) 1n1t1a11y brought thls case to my 1

attention in 1997. As cha1rman of the House . -

i _[Page: H43301 _GPO's PDF '

Committee on Armed Services' Subcommlttee on Mllltary Personnel, I worked with the gentleman from
New York and former Pennsylvania Representative Paul McHale, the RGosevelt representatives.
of the Theodore RGGSEVElt Association, authors and historians to(Gorrect a historical

‘crusade has been to sce-that then G edal of Honor
posthumously for @us allan during the Spanish American
War. .

Regiment, the

On July Ist of 1898, Colonel R yeu}mt led the First United States Wlunteer Qaval
Rough Riders, into action alongside Army regulars at San Juan Heights out31dunng
)ress the attack.

- ROGSEVElt boomed, **Step aside and let my men through," then proceeded to lead his men through a hail

\

of ¢ y unfire dur1ng the assault up Kettle Hill, one of two hills comprising San Juan Heights. Hj

I¢adership Was so compelling that many of the regular Army officers and men fell in line with the Rough

" http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D?r106:2:./temp/~r106ABgbWP:: .

Klﬂet&-/ ' .
e (el pert [
§ heroic perfo ented, but I beheve it

Mr. Speaker, Colonel 'Rooseﬁv'”lt:rk ance on that day i is well do
is enlightening to review some of the hlstoncal details:

" Number one. ROOSEVEILS actioris demonstrated mumj@%gar_djw;@d were
consistent with the actions of those that were awarded the Medal of Honor during the Spanish American

war. Of the 22 officers and soldiers who were awarded the Medal of Honor that day, 21 received it
“ because they gave up cover and exposed themselves to enemy fire. Once the order to attack was

i received, Colonel Ri lt mounted his horse and rode tp and down the ranks in full view of enemy
gunners. During the ssault on Kettle Hill, he remained on horseback, exposing him to the

&—

“\withering fire of the enemy. Ttguﬁfary’—ea)sure to enemy fire Was the criteria for award of the Medal,

hen Colonel RGGSEVELt: clearly ceeds the sfandard.
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i Riders through the ranks ed re ular Army unit to pursue the attack on

By driving his Rou
tion for her01sm is

. Kettle Hill, Colonel ] It
all about, the raw cou make decisions and(ja"t'your life i
leadership in pressing the attack saved Amerlcan ives and brought the battle to a successtul conclusion.

The extraordinary nature of Colonel |
dee wheded him for the’
, originat commander of the Rough Klﬁers and later mil 1tary governor 0
11C {'S actions qualified him for the
award. The Army thought S0 much of these two men that they named forts after them. »

Yet despite the preponderance of evidence and the endorsement by these two Medal of Honor

awardees, the War Department never acted upon their recommendation. I believe there is credible

" evidence that politics, not an honest assessment of Colonel R €Itis valor, was the prime reason the
recommendation for the Medal of Honor was never approved. e McKinley admi '
yellow fever-epidemic prompted them to delay the troop's return from the war, a-decision that RGOSEVE]t
publicly criticized. Seeking to quickly defuse the i issue, “the McKinley administration reversed ¢ course
and brought the troops home. The then Secretary of War Russell Alger, resented the public
embarrassment that he received as aresult of the criticism from the hero of San Juan Heights, Teddy

elt. Tacking Tecords to suBstanuate Why the decoration was disapproved at the time, I believe

reta Jaiiil 1otivation” tg deny Teddy ROGSEVELL the Medal of Honor

Mr. Speaker the Medal of Honor is this Nation's hlghest military award for bravery in combat. Since
1863, more than 3,400 extraordinary Americans have been awarded the Medal of Honor by the President
“in the name of the Congress President Theodore RGGSEVEI'S name would be an honorable and
noteworthy addition to this most hallowed of lists. His raw courage and the fearless, bold decisiveness -
that-he demonstrated while-leading his Rough Riders up Kettle Hill on horseback altered the course of
the battle, saved American lives and epitomized the selfless service of all Medal of Honor awardees.

On February 22, Secretary of Defense William Cohen forwarded a memorandum to President Clinton
recommending that Theodore RGGSEVEIt be posthumously awarded the Medal of Honor. T join the
gentleman from New York (Mr O) and former Representative Paul McHale in commending the

’ Department of Defense for following the lead of Congress by choosing to acknowledge President
o tiS heroic leadership and courage under fire during the Spanish American War. He will join 109
“other soldiers, sailors and Mannes who were awarded the Medal of Honor for their actions during that
conflict.

However, it troubles me that for some inexplicable reason that President Clinton has delayed acting
upon Secretary Cohen's recommendation. I urge President Clinton to announce the award now. >
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AWARDING MEDAL OF HONOR TO PRESIDE OOSEVELT -- (House of

| [Page: l-l4330] ‘ GPo's;. P.DE
The SPEAKER pro tempore Under a prev1ous order of the House, the gentleman from New York (Mr.
LAZIO) is recognlzed for 5 minutes. ‘ .
. Mr. LAZIO Mr. Speaker [ yield to the gentleman from Ind1ana

Mr. BUYER Moreover it is my sincerest hope that the award ceremony will be conducted here in
Washrngton as't beﬁts a celebrat1on that honors a truly larger than life Amencan Lastly, I spoke wrth

1of6

an uan He1g ts A

ouse That 1s the working room of the West Wing just off the Oval
fﬁce Tc can think of no better fribute to the greatne S glt than to bring’ together in

could we offer the leader of our Nation, what better 1nsp1rat10n or our future Presrdents to stnve for
excellence in their quest of the greater understandlng

M. Speaker I Would like to commend Congress for its work to secure the Medal of Honor for Teddy
We have attempted {5 Tight a hisforical wrong And we have come to learn more about why
Theodore OOSEVELlt was one of our greatest historical figures. He displayed the qualities of a great

* leader: courage cunning, intellect, boldness and charisma all fou, oral purpose. His
courage and the enthusiasm that his courage generated mot1vate£ his Rough Riders®n the battlefield at
d inspired a generatron of Amerlcans as they emerged from the chaos of the late

you to avord further delay and expedrtrously award the Medal of Honor to
EVELL .

Mr. Clinton, we ur
Colonel Theodore R

‘Mr. LAZIO. Mr. Speaker I thank the gentleman from Indlana and I want to begin by acknowledging -
his terrific work in terms of bringing this issue to the forefront of this Congress and all of his partnership
‘with me in these last 3 years as we have been fighting for this sense of justice. People say why do we
cdre about giving Theodore RGGSEVELL the Congressional Medal of Honor 102 years after he earned it] I
 think it comes down to simple Justrce The fact 1s that Theodore R 1t is one of our greatest
Americans. His face appears on Mount Rushmore. He has been known as one of America's greatest
Presidents. Before that, he was a Govemor of the State of New York. He was a great conservationist and
‘areformer. :

[Tlme 123 40]

He was the architect of the modern Nav%]and in many ways help\shape Amerlcan foreign pohc} as we -

entered the global age. But it is for none of those reasons that Theodore ROGSEVELt deserves the
Congress1onal Medal of Honor. It is for the facts that the gentleman from I a (Mr BUYER) has laid

1/11/2001 3:08 PM
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On that day, o J July 1 of 1898, hen a Avohl%heutenant Colonel Theodore RBOSEVEIL led his men

up a hill, a strategic hill to.secure that high ground which saved many any American lives that s day, and
contrary to public belief, a popular belief the Rough Riders, who Lieutenant Colonel led, went forward
that day without their horses as dismounted infantry and they faced an enemy much better positioned
than the Spaniards in securing the high ground. They faced an enemy with munitions and with arms far
superior to that which they had, including machine guns, which were only a few years later in World
‘War I create such mass destruct1on but even at that point in 1898, these guns were trained down on
them _ .

Alongside R It and his Rough Riders advanced the 9th and- 10th colored Cavalry Regiments, the
famed Buffalo rs of the Indian Wars. And T will say to the gentleman from Indiana (Mr. BUYER),
to all of those in the Chamber, the Spanish bullets respected neither race nor social rank. In the end the
blood was Amencan :

- - Up the steep hill, the Rough Riders climbed facing a withering fire from the trenches blow up the steep
~ hill, climbed with men from the rear ranks taken the place of the fallen, up that steep hill they climbed
led by their bespectacled mustached leader, Colonel RGGSEVEIL .

In placing themselves in dire danger, HRE
belched the venomous fire. By his leadersh1p, by d1nt of his personal example, Roosevelt propelled his
troops to capture the Spanish defenses. Of th men who started to climb that hill that day, 89 were

killed or wounded. One of those wounded
~—

And I would say to the gentleman from Indiana (Mr. BUYER), who has served our Nation in uniform
and I have great respect and admiration for him because of that, there is no greater service than I think an -
American can render to put his life on the line and cause freedom in America's interests.

Th1s is what Colonel Roosevelt d1d asa volunteer He d1splayed extraordmary courage, and that was

voluminous brief that was submitted by me 3 years ago Wi

that there is plenty of evidence lenty of ev1dence that suggests that

Now is a time to correct that record to see that justice is done and for Pres1dent Cllnton to give him his
due, the Congress1onal Medal of Honor We call upon the President to do that.

~ Mr. Speaker, T would like to 1nclude in the RECORD a part’of that brief, if I can, which documents
the historical record.

Congressman Rick Lazio submitted the following. he Award of the Congress1onal -Medal
of Honor for Pres1dent Theodore R elt o September 9, 1997 , ‘

INTRODUCTION |
TH-100th Anniversary of the Spanish-American War has ra1sed public 1nterest in this important

segment of Amencan History. The Spamsh American War is for many a line of demarcation signifying

http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D?r106:1:./temp/~r106 ABgbWP:e0:
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Wexmc%ly entwined in th1s commg of age on the world stage
s . ,

3of6

. themselves near the San Juan River at the foot of a hill that later became kiiown as Kettle Hill because of
- the blockhouseand sugar refining kettle found there. The regime

the history and efforts of President Theodore RG0Sevelt .

e )

Rq elt , as the leader of the First Volunteer Cavalry Regiment known more commonly as the
: Rough Riders, played a significant and heroic role igthe victory in Cuba,_Bhis victory catapulted both

lRoosevelt1 and the United States onto the world stage and the eventual pos1t10n of leadershlp we enjoy

vl v

today !

The focus here is not on Theodore Rooseve L., leader. of the iders and his. gallant charges to
secure the San Juan Heights. Theodore | k [t w@s un]ustly overlooked for the Congressional Medal
of Honor. His application, when taken i in the context fora erica’s highest miilitary honor at

that time, warranted more serious consideration than it was glven Many attribute this oversight to
political squabbles of the times as well as preJud1ce in favor of the regular army regiments. The
Centennial of this historic effort is an approprlate time to correct this 1nJust1ce

NARRATIVE

Thedore R elts service in the Spanlsh American War began with an offer of a commission from

Secretary of War Russell Alger as Lieutenant Colonel in a regiment commanded by ard
Wood in April of 1898 after the.United States decltroactlve April 21, 1898.
egiment was deslgnated the 1st United States Volunteer€atvary. However, they quickly became more

commonly known as the *"Rough Riders." The regiment was made of volunteers from all walks of life
and all classes of Americans. The outfit was considered to be unpolished and undisciplined. Much effort

' was requ1red to reform the Rough Riders into'a quality fighting unit. The Rough Riders were later sent
U

ampa and on June3, 1898 arrived to be joined with other Cavalry regiments to form a division under -

- the command of Major General J oseph Wheeler. The division belonged to the 5th Corps, commanded by

MaJor General William R Shafter a Medal of Honor rec1p1ent and veteran of the Civil War.

On June 22 1898, the Rough Riders landed in Cuba on the outsklrts of Sant1ago aﬁer little resistance
but a difficult voyage. The unit soon moved out in the campaign to capture Santiago. Soon after
beginning the campaign, the regiment encountered resistance from the Spanish Army. The regiment
suffered several casualties including eight killed in a battle to secure a: blockhouse By June 30 the
planmng for the assault on Sant1ago began in earnest :

The battle was to begin with an assault on El Cancy, a v1llage on the outsklrts of the San Juan Heights
and in close proximity to the Camino Real, the principal route to Santiago. The assault would be made

- by the regular infantry under the command of Brigadier General H.W. Lawton and supported by an

artillery barrage from a battery under the command of Captain Allyn K- Capron Sr. The rest of the armyA
would take up positions in the jungle in front of the San.Juan Helghts The plan was to capture El Caney .
and then directly assault the San Juan He1ghts -

...........................

It ]
Riders. Several Officers had come down With Tever. Colonel W
and given command of General Young's brigade leading to
day, the Rough Riders were pos1t1oned near El Pozo a hlll flan
elght miles from Santiago. o

was promoted to Brigadier Generall
§ promotion. By the end ofithe
e Cammo Real and about seven to

On the mommg of July l 1898 the army began its attack on El Caney The barrage was ineffectual
and inspired return fire’ from the Spamsh Several men were killed and many others wounded, including

. amild wound to Colonel RGESEVEIL . General Shafter, who was also'ill, issued orders through his

adjutant, Colonel McClernand for the army to get into position to attack the San Juan Heights as planned

without waiting for El Caney to be captured. The force deployed as directed and quickly came under fire

from the Spanish forces entrenched on the sloping hills overlooking them. The Rough Riders positioned

t-ang the other un1ts 1t had movedto

1/11/2001 3:08 PM
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- crest of the

' Rough erers d1d not hear the order, but 1ater followed after some further urgrng from R0

possible. The Rough R1ders were takrng heavy casualtres as they warted for orders to engage the -
Spamsh _

After many hours of waiting and taking heavy casualt1es Rooﬂsevelt finally received the order to -
advance on Kettle Hill in support of the Regular Cavalry. The Rough Riders soon reached the Ninth
Cavalry. The Ninth's senior officers were reluctant to advance so ROOSEVEl t and the Rough Riders passed
them. Many junior offrcers and enlisted men of the Ninth then followed I ,\?Télt and the Rough Riders

up the hill. RS

from San Juan Hill, RGOSEVELt began an assault oni San Juan Hill from Kettle Hill. Initially,

econszderatzonby tﬁ_SM

Under the Department of Defense Manual of M1 d Awards, the case of Theodore
RGOSEVEIL clearly frts under either section 3eor 3b of the regulatlons regarding the medal of honor.

I. The case of Lzeutenant Colonel Roosevelt warrant.

3a. The remaining bases for reconsrderatlon f/mstanc s in whrch a Serv1ce Secretary or the Secretary
of Defense determines that there is evidence utenal S ' ‘

(Page: H4332] GPO's .PDF

@r im grgp_rj_Q in the original processing of or decision on a recommendation for award of the

edalof Honor.

3b. All other instances of reconsideration shall be limited to those in which the formal
recommendation was submitted within statutory time limits, the recommendation was lost or

~ inadvertently not acted upon, and when these facts are conclusrvely established by the respectrve Service

Secretary or other official delegated approprlate authority.

elt is unclear It is clear that the flrst application lacked specrﬁc detalls

effort 0 convince the President and Secretary Alger to brrng the soldiers in Cuba back to the United
States. Many soldiers were suffenng from Yellow Fever while in Cuba and it was felt by the command

‘that they would 'fare better in the United States and away from the conditions that promote Yellow Fever.

in Cuba. RGGSEVEILS concern for his men throughout the conflict shoutd-have.qnly counted toward his
gallaritry and hrs teadership. Howeve aper reports frorgJanuary of 1899 Cigarly indicate that™
even af the tim ieved thét the letter, which was considere ing to Alger, wasto -

blamedor ROGSEVEILS failure to rece a1 ROGSEVELt himself references such a bias in a letter to
General Corbi Tutant General at the time. A personal bj '66SeVElt would constitute an
impropriety under the rules for reconsideration. Therefo he Secretary has the authorlty to reconside

RGOSEVELL on this ba81s R

Doz

-1/11/2001 3:08 PM
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and others from receiving the -

" l

b. A bias agaznst the volunteer regzments may have prevented Roos,, evelt
Medal of Honor : .

' spected reason for not awarding the medal to RGGSEVEL! i an inherent bias against the
th war. Only Captain Albert Mills, Assistant AdJutant General US: gets, received
"Medal of Honor and it was not given to him until well after most of the other that received medals for”
their actions in the Spanish American War. Mills received the award for distinguished gallantry and
bravery for encouraging those near him even though he had been severely wounded. While there is no
direct evidence of bias, an inference may be drawn by the emp1r1ca1 data derived from the document. If
such an inference is drawn this would constitute an impropriety under the rules for reconsideration. The
Secretary would clearly have the authority to recons1der RoGSevelt for the Medal of Honor.

'S denial or other documents relatzng to the denzal constitutes

c T he lack of a report on Roose Jt

- -Secretary

The inability to recover records of the actual consideration of R

tiox® The absence of such records and any explanatiomn other .

Ssevel |
; 1t dlctate that this case b ered at this time. The
mterests of Justrce have compelled ne members of Cong onso ecific to this .
case. The bill has been held up due to the ana y the awards branch that a formal request for

reconsideration is most appropriate prior to the submission of a bill by the House of Representatives.
The interests of justice should also provide the impetus for an official review by the Secretary. This
request is in fact submitted in an effort to comply with the reasonable request of the Department.

1L Standard Jfor awarding the Medal of Honor

"*The Medal of Honor is awarded by the President in the name of Congress toa person who, while a.
member of the Army, distinguishes himself or herself conspicuously by gallantry and 1ntrep1d1ty at the
risk of his or her life above and beyond the call of duty while engaged in an action against an enemy of
the United States; while engaged in military operations involving conflict with an opposing foreign force
..... " Furthermore, "' The deed performed must have been one of personal bravery or self-sacrifice so
consplcuous as to clearly distinguish the individual above his comrades and must have involved risk of
11fe "

Itis self—ev1dent and uncontestable that Theodore Ro"‘"sfi;velt was engaged in an actlon agamst an -
enemy of the United States. Therefore, the remainder of this argument will focus on the first hand
evidence as preserved in the Nat10na1 Arch1ves the consplcuous and gallant nature of the act and the
risk to RG S :

letters o.the deed are also part of the exhibits. The number of letters exceed the,

Sonal accounts.

Included among the exhibits are letters from Maxwell Keyes, 1st Lieutenant and Adjutant U.S.
Volunteers (Exhibit 1), Robert Howze, 1st Lieutenant, 6th U.S. Cavalry (Exhibit 2), M.J. Jenkins,
Major, 1st U.S. Volunteer Cavalry (Exhibit 3), Trooper W.J. McCann, Troop B, 1st U.S. Volunteer
Cavalry (Exhibit 8), Captain C.J. Stevens, 2nd U.S. Cavalry (Exhibit 9) Colonel Leonard Wood, Major
General Joseph Wheeler, and Major General William Shafter, U.S. Volunteers (Exhibit 10), Major .
General Leonard Wood, U.S. Volunteers (Exhibit 11) and Colonel A.L. Mills, Brigade Adjutant General
and later Superintendent of the Umted States Military Academy at West Pomt (Exhibit 12)

S5of6 , - I , : e ' 1/11/2001.3:08 PM
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H.R.2263
Public Law: 105-371 (11/12/98)
'SPONSOR: Rep McHale (introduced 07/25/97)

Jump to: Titles, Status, Committees, Amendments, Cosponsors, Summary

. TITLE(S):

. OFFICIAL TITLE AS INTRODUCED '
" A bill to authorize and request the Presidént to award the congress1ona1 Medal of Honor
posthumously to Theodore Roosevelt for his gallant and heroic actlons 1n the attack on San Juan
Heights, Cuba, during the Spanlsh American War. ‘ :

STATUS: Floor Actions o

11/12/98 Public Law 105-371

11/02/98 Measure presented to President (1 1/ 12/98 CR H1 1708)

11/02/98 Enrolled Measure signed in Senate (11/12/98 CR S12984)
11/02/98 Enrolled Measure signed in House (11/12/98 CR H117 )
10/21/98 Measure passed Senate (CR S12918) - -

10/21/98 Measure considered in Senate (CR S12916- 12918)

10/21/98 Measure called up by unanimous consent in Senate (CR 812916)
10/08/98 Measure passed House (CR H10149)

10/08/98 Measure considered in House (CR H10121-10126, H10149)
10/08/98 Measure called up under motion to suspend rules and pass 1n House (CR H10121)

| STATUS: Detailed Legislative Status

- ...House Actions

- Jul25,97:

Referred to the House Comm1ttee on National Secunty
Aug 28, 97:
Referred to the Subcomm1ttee on: ‘Military Personnel
‘Sep 28, 98:.

Subcommlttee Hearings Held:

" Oct8, 98:

Called up by House under suspensmn of the rules.
‘Considered by House as unfinished bus1ness
Passed House by voice vote. -

Senate Aetion,s

Oct 9, 98:
: Recelved in the Senate, read tW1¢e
Oct 21, 98: :
Passed Senate without amendment by Unammous Consent L
Message on Senate action sent to the House . o
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Bill Summary & Status

Oct 21 98
Cleared for White House

Nov 2, 98:
Presented to Pres1dent

Nov-12, 98:

v Http:/}fhomas.loc. gov/cgijbin/bdqu.../sbdj53Y:@@@L|/bss/d105query.html|

Executive Actions

Became Pubhc Law No: 105- 371

Signed by President.

STATUS: Congressional Record Page References .

- COMMITTEE(S)

© Rep Cunningham - 07/25/97 -
~ Rep King - 07/25/97 o
" Rep Boehlert - 07/25/97

20f4"

. Rep Buyer - 07/25/97
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' Authorlzes the Pres1dent to award the Congressional Medal of Honor posthumously to Theodore

Roosevelt £k frg) for his actions in the attack of San Juan Helghts Cuba, during the Spamsh American

War on July 1,1898.
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., Medal of Honor Statistics as 14 January 1997

Page 1.of 2
MEDAL OF HONOR BREAKDOWN
(By War and Service as of 13 May 1997)
Actlon Tota! ' Ai'my Navy Marine Air Force gz:f; IPosthumous
' |Civi| War ”-1_,520 ||1,195 ”308 ||17 JIO ||0 ||25 |
Indlan Wars 1861- .
1898 428 428 0 0 0 0 6
|[Korea 1871 [["5 [ e I6 |0 0 B(E |
Spanish American
War 109 30 64, 15 \ 0 0 0
[Philippines Samoa (91 |70 [[12 | 1o (8 I |
|Boxer Rebellion ||59 ”4 ‘ ||22 ) ||33 J|0 ”0 j|1 |
VeraCruz 1914 |[55 [0 46 | o [0 o |
Faiitets e o v oo |
Dominican
Republic 3 0 0 3 0 0 0
[Hait 1919-1920 |12 [0 o 2 1o [0 0 |
Nicaragua 1927-
1933 2 0 0 2 0 0 0
Peacetime 1865- . ( '
1870 12 0 12 10 0 0 0
Peacetime 1871- -
1898 - 103 0 101 2 0 0 0
Peacetime 1899- ,
1911 51 1 48 2 0 0 0
Peacetime 1915-
1916 8 0 8 0 0 0 1
Peacetime 1920- ,
1940 18 2 15 1 0 0 4
|Wor|d War | ||124 ||96 ”21 1|7 J|0 ”0 ||32 . |
|Wor|d War |l ||440 ||301 |[57 ||81 J|0 ' ||1 ~ ||250 ]
[Korean War [[131 78 |7 [[42- |4 | |3 ' |
|Vietnam War [l239 ][155 [[15 ‘ ”g? ”12 "O ||150 | -
|Soma!ia 1993 ||2 , ||2 ||0 ||0 . J|0 “O —||2 . ]
[Unknown Soldiers \l© |0 [[o |© “0 "O I |
[Total ||3.427 |[2:362 [[745 294 |16 I /574 |
These totals reflect the total number of Medals of Honor
awarded. Nineteen (19) men received a second award:
fourteen of these men received two separate Medals for
two separate actions; five received both the Navy and
the Army Medals of Honor for the same action. The total
number of Medal of Honor recipients is 3,408.
Total Medals of Honor awarded: 3,427
http://www.army.mil/ cmh-pg/rhohstats.htm' 01/12/2001



, Medal of Honor Statistics as 14 Jahuary 1997 ‘ , : Page 2 of 2

~

Tdtal number of Medal of Honor 'recipients: 5,408
Total number of double recipients: 19
Total number of enlisted pérsonnel: 2,553

As of 13 May 1997, there are 169 living Medal of Honor
recipients. ,

Source: Congressional Medal of Honor Society, 40
Patriots Point Rd, Mt Pleasant SC 29464

http://Www.anny.mil/cmh-pg/mohstats.htm : 01/12/2001



HR2263 .

One ﬁunﬂrzﬂ jFifth Congress
~of the |
‘lﬁmtzd ,,%tatzz of %mmca

AT THE SECOND SESSION

' Begun and held at the Cuy of Washington.on Tuesday,
the lwenly-sevenlh day of January, one lhousand nine hundred and ninety-eight

Zln Act

To authorize and request the Presrdent to award the congressional Medal of Honor
‘posthumously to Theodore Roosevelt for ‘his gallant and heroic actions in the
attack on San Juan Heights, Cuba, during the Spanish-American War.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of -Representatives of .
the United States of America in Congress assembled, That the -
President is authorized and requested to award the congressional .
Medal of Honor posthumously to Theodore Roosevelt, of the State
of New YW&MMM%

" Cuba, during the S anish-Ameri r on July 1, 1 Suc '
an award may be made out regard to T isions of section
3744 of title 10, United States Code, and may be made in accordance
with ‘award criteria applicable at the tlme of the actions referred
to in the first sentence

' Speaker of the House of Representatives.

" Vice President’ of the Umted States and
President of the Senate.



President William J. Clinton
Medal of Honor
January 16, 2001

We are here today to award the Medal of Honor to' Teddy Roosevelt and L proving
once again that when we get the right information, and enough time, we nearly always get it
right. . .

- The medal of honor is the highest honor in our power to give — the only medal worn around the
neck rather than pinned to the uniform. The purple heart was instituted at the time of George
Washington for wounds suffered in-battle. But for nearly a hundred years, no medals were

‘added. It was thought a medal was too much like a title from Europe, and that fighting was
simply to do one’s duty, and there should be no award for doing one’s duty. So when this award
was instituted, it was agreed it would be given for valor above and beyond the call of duty.

. Indeed, to give you some sense of this honor, for all the gallantry of our forces in World War II —

one in every 35,000 was awarded the Medal of Honor. '

‘"Those we honor today put themselves at risk, on their own initiative, often against orders, to
. give these medals to honor our heroes,

Teddy Roosevelt L ‘ : o

t alse-for ourselves — beﬁ;;ﬁhgy_v_ignépims.us_to tell-ﬂ-ﬂ-dwl;_sg)ﬁes;
09 were given in that wae- were given for action that day. 8 from .
Took the hill, withstood the siege, and the war ended two Weeks later o

turned the course of the battle. winning the hill allowed US artillery to begm shelling the
emy fleet, which was then force into the battle of Santiago Bay.

Gallantly ass1sted in the rescue of the wounded from in front of the lines under heavy fire from
the enemy. -

The medal of honor. the highgst honor in our power to give. The only medal worn around the
neck rather than pinned to the igiform. The purple heart was instituted at the time of George
Washington: for wounds suffered ¥q battle. But for nearly a hundred years, no medals were
added. It was thought a medal wasXpo much like a title from Europe; and that fighting was’
simply to do one’s duty, and there shoyld be no award for doing one’s duty.  So it was settled
that this award, this Medal of Honor be }jven for going above and beyond the call of duty.
Indeed, to give you some sense of this horlQr, not even one in 35,000 service members who
served during ww 2 have been awarded the Nledal of Honor.

Those we honor today — as you will shortly heaN- put themselves at risk, one their own
initiative, often against orders, to take out big gun, to draw fire to pinpoint the enemy or to
protect their own men, or to give aid to wounded sddiers. ~ We give these medals to honor our

heroes, but also for ourselves — because of how itindpires us to tell and retell your stories.
{




‘Ina well-known line from the book of Isaiah, the prophet Says: “I heard the voice of the Lord
saying: “Whom shall I send, and who will gofor us? And I'said. Here am I. Send me.”

In a few minutes, T will ask the Commander to read individual citations, detailing the

extraordinary bravery of each one of the twenty-two Asian American soldiers — some with us,

some not — whom we recognize today with the highest military honor we can bestow: the Medal | 7%
of Honor. These soldiers risked their lives, above and beyond the call of duty, to fight tyranny ’
md America in World War II. But they did more than defend- Amenea——theyhhel-ped_—
ddheAmmwamanﬁtMmQHMthswnAmmmamnswmﬁ '

The review found, indeed, that some extraordinarily brave soldiers never did receive the honors
they so clearly had earned. So today, America awards twenty-two soldiers the Medal of Honor --
soldiers who risked their lives, on their own initiative, sometimes against orders, to take out
machine guns, to give aid to wounded soldiers, to draw fire, to pinpoint the enemy, to protect
their own men. People who can agree on nothing else all fall silent before that kind of courage.

These American soldiers made an impact that soars beyond the botnds of any-one battle ... they
- left a lasting imprint on the very meaning of America. They deserve — at the very least --

the very most we can bestow:: the Medal of Honor.‘ Commander, please read the citations.
p01nt putting oneself at risk, on one’s own 1n1t1at1ve,
sometimes: against orders, to ‘take out big guns, or give aid to
fallen soldlers - Or drawing ‘fire in one’s own direction.to
enhance the safety of others. determlnlng the location of
enemy guns by exposing oneself to draw their fire.

(so‘many.réasonswto win medal of honor;'hé cbvered them_al}
(look above) . '

in these'cases(i?tfzg/;;t;;—;tt a test of equipment but courage. .

'Isaiah - here am I, send me.  Isaiah 6:8  Then I heard the

voice of the Lord saying: "Whom shall T send, and who will go .
for us? And I .said. Here am I. Send me. . :
conversation with Stockwell:

note the oath'people take - to defend against‘enemiés foreign
~and domestic.  upheld the constltutlons by flghtlng the enemy
" of prejudlce at home

the essnese of the’ award —.at the rlsk of- hlS or herlife above
and beyond the call of duty "o



what does that mean -'it means if they had hot done it, no one

could have blamed them. It means no one could have ordered them
to—de—ttT— It Tmeans—in-some Tases,; thHey were ordered—NOT to do
it, and they did so anyway. - . ‘

There are a number of opinions about why it wasn’t done. But
there is only one

Oplnlons are mixed about why it wasn’t done. Opinion is
*’ unanimous that it should be done.

N _ \
Our nations'’ highest honor in war; alongside the world’s highest
X% honor for peace. ‘

how many won the medal of honor - vs. how many served in the
United States Armed Forces. How much a distinction is it:
first: we have nothing higher. second 3,400 Americans have ben
honored with them - : :

make a distinction for those who are here that day.

May want to have a riff:

“Today, on hbehalf ot eh United States .Congress, I awared the
medal fo Honor, our nations’ highte military award, to : name

them all..]

“They were preapred to sacrifice everything for freedom, even
though freedom s fulness was denied to them.”

“They were denied their nation’s highest honor, but their deeds
could not be denied.’

lﬁ; efy fear and fatigue.-

correct a hietorical oversight.

July 1, 1898. volunteer.

some say he didn’ £ get it because they didn’t give it to
volunteers. :

)% Others say because he circulated a public letter calling for
| American soldiers to be brought back from Cuba



he led a group of volunteers; passed the regular army, and many
of the regulars fell in line under his leadership as he pressed
the attack up Kettle Hill and then 'san juan hill.

22 officers and soldiers were awarded the medal of honor that
day. 21 for exposing themselves to enemy fire. (if that’'s’
the standard, he exceeded it). '

he drove his volunteers through the ranks of the stall regular
- army unit, changed the course of the battle.

two medal of honor winners recommended h1m for the honor for hlS
actions that day. :

(he must have laughed at the bureaucratic judgment of courage.)
The War Department.never acted on the recommendation.

lot of yellow fever in cuba. mckinley didn’t bring them home to
not create an epidemic here. roosevelt circulated a public
letter challenging that policy. the administrationn was
embarrasseda nd relented. suggestion that the Sec of War

can’t ever be sure, but this theory sure fits the facts as we
know them - Teddy taking on the powerful on behalf of powerless
- using the power of democracy to throw a public spotlight of
scrutiny on the actions of the powerful. the guy who gave us
the phrase malefactors of great Wealth.

109 others have won the Medal ~of Honor for their actlons durlng
their confllct '

Roosevelt was so famous for his role he_forced the homecoming of
troops simply by calling for it.

I knew exactly how to proceed. Now that’s leadership - knowing
exactly how to proceed - or saying you do.

From

The Battle of San Juan Hill by Teddy Roosevelt from hie

autobiography:

He was leading his volunteers forward toward the San Juan:
Heights, where Spaniards had a high position, and were shooting



down on'US troops.. going forward, he finally ran into regular
troops, who were stopped in position. the ninth cavalry.

"By the time I had reached the lines of regulars of the first
brigade, I had come to.the conclusion that it was silly to stay
in the valley firing at the hills, because that was really wehre
we were most exposed, and that the thing to do was to try to
rush the intrenchments. Where I struck the regulars there was
no one of superior rank to mine, and after asking why they did
not charge, and being answered that they had no orders, I said I
would give the order. there was naturally a little reluctance
shown by the elderly officer in command to accept my order, so I.
said, “Then let my men through, sir.” and I marched through
followed by my,grinning men. The younger officers and’the
enlisted men of the regulars jumped up and joined us. I waved
my hat, and we went up the hill in the rush.”

at the close of Spanish American war, US was a global power.

Spain granted Cuban. independence, ceded Puerto Rico and Guam to
the US, ‘and gave US title to the Philippines for $20 m '

war reduced spain to a second class power; created an overseas
US empire, but otherwise marked the end of US territorial
expansion. ‘ :

Rough riders - a comment (and not a favorable one) on the
quality of their horsemanship. REgiment was made of volunterre
form all walks of life and all classes of Americans. the outfit
was considered to be unpolished and undiscliplined. mu;ch effot
wa requir to refomr the rr into a qulaity fighting unit.
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Search: |-

Us. nmmmmurnmsz \ Home  Site Map Web Sites
NEWS | IMAGES PUBLICATIONS QUESTIONS?
QUESTIONS? A Brief History - The Medal of Honor*

The Military
Finding People ' - . R
& Records : The first formal system for rewardin indivi the
DoD & Its Policies  Dation's fighting men was establishm
. August 7, 1782. Designed to recognize "any singularly méritorious action,"
B About DefenseLINK  the award consisted of a purple cloth heart. Records show that only three

Miscellaneous persons received the ward: Sergeant Elijah Churchill, Sergeant William
& Topics Brown and Sergeant Damel Bissel Jr.
&3 How to Contact ' !

DoD - adge o M111t ry. Merit, as it was called, fell into oblivion until 1932

Search Questions: d d
~Offictaty Teimstituted on February 22, 1932, the now familiar
' l————— ‘Purple Heart was at first an Army award, given to those who had been
mw»»J wounded in World War I or who possessed a Meritorious Service Citation
Detailed Search Help (Certificate. In 1943, the order was amended to include personnel of the

" Other Questions Navy, Marine Corps, and Coast Guard. Coverage was eventually extended
Sources . to include all services and "any civilian national" wounded while serving
_ with the Armed Forces. '
Updated: 22 Jun 1998 ‘
Contact Us Although the Badge of Military Merit fell into disuse after the
Privacy & Security Revolutionary War, the idea of a decoration for individual gallantry

remained through the early n 1847, after the outbreak of the
- Mexican-American War,\g "certificate of merit" vas established for any. .
soldier who d1st1ngu1shed himself in'action. No medal went with the honor.

~ After the Mexican-American War, the award was discontinued, which
meant there was no military award with which to recognlze the nation's

| Early in the Civil War, a medal for individual valor was proposed to
General-in-Chief of the Army Winfield Scott. But Scott felt medals
smacked of European affectation and killed the idea.

The medal found support in the Navy, however, where it was felt
recognition of courage in strife was needed. Public Resolution 82,
containing a provision for a Navy medal of valor, was signed 1nto law by
President Abraham Lincoln on December 21, 1861. The medal was "to be
bestowed upon such petty officers, seamen, landsmen and Marines as shall
most distinguish themselves by their gallantry and other seamanlike
qualities during the present war."

Shortly after this, a re ition-similar i rding was introduced on behalf
of the A 1gned into law July 12, 1862, the measure provided for

awarding a medat ©f honor "to such fioncommissioned officers and privates
as'shall most distinguish themselves by their gallantry in action, and other

- soldierlike qualities, during the present insurrection."

Although it was created for the Civil War, Congress made the Medal of
Honor a permanent decoration i 1863+

~—~

http :/lwww.defenselink.mil/faq/pis/med_of__honor.html 01/12/2001




A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR, | - Page2of2 .

Almost 3,400 men and one woman have received the award for hcroic
~ actions in the nation's battles since that time.

* Quoted from "Armed Forces Decorations and Awards," a publication of
the American Forces Information Service. Copies of the pamphlet are
available upon request (in print-format only), via the "DefenseLINK .
Comment/Question Form" in the "Questions" section.

http://www.defenselink.mil/faq/pis/med_of honor.html o 01/12/2001




In a few minutes, I will ask the Commander to read 1nd1v1dua1 01tat10ns detailing the
extraordinary bravery of each one of the twenty-two Asian American soldiers — some with us;
some not — whom we recognize today with the highest military honor we can bestow: the Medal
of Honor. These soldiers risked their lives, above and beyond the call of duty, to fight tyranny -
and defend America in World War IL. ‘But they did more than defend America; they helped '
define Amerlca at 1ts best, though they had seen Amerlca at its Worst :

The review found, indeed, that some extraordinarily brave soldiers never did receive the honors
they so clearly had earned. So today, America awards twenty-two soldiers.the Medal of Honor --
soldiers who risked .theif,lives, on their own initiative, sometimes against orders, to take out
machine guns, to give aid to wounded soldiers, to draw’ fire, to pinpoint the enemy, to protect
their own men. People who can agree on nothing else all fall silent before that kind of courage.

These American soldiers made an 1mpact that soars beyond the bounds of any one battle . they
left a lasting imprint on the very meaning of America. ‘They deserve — at the very least --
mewwmmnwcmbﬁwwchk@hﬁHmm.Cmmmﬂmpb%mmmmeMMmm

point: putting oneself at risk, on one’s own initiative,
sometimes against orders, to ‘take out big guns, or.give aid to
fallen soldiers. Or drawing fire in one’s own direction to
enhance the safety of others. determining.the location of
. enemy guns by exposing oneself to draw their fire.

(so many reasons to win medal of honor he covered them all
" (look above). . -

s in these‘oases,_it is often not a test of equipment but courage.
v / N . ’ B

Isaiah - here am I, send me. Isaiah 6:8 ,Then'I heard the’

voice of the Lord saying: “Whom shall I send, and who 'will go
. for us? And I said. Here am I. Send me. ' o

conversation with Stockwell:

note the ocath people take - to defend against enemies forelgn
and domestic.  upheld the constltutlons by flghtlng the- enemy
of prejudlce at home. :

the essnese of the award - at the rlsk of his or her llfe above s
“and beyond the call of duty a - . :

what does that mean - 1t means 1f they had not done it, no one
could have blamed them.® It means no one could have ordered them
to do it. It means, in some cases, they were ordered NOT to do
it, and they did so anyway B '



 There are a number of opinions about why it wasn’t done. But
there is only one

Opinions are mixed about why it wasn’t done. Opinion is
unanimous that it should be done.

Our nations’ highest honor in war; alongside the world’s highest
honor for peace. '

how many won the medal of honor - vs. how many served in the
United States Armed Forces. How much a distinction-is it:
first: we have nothing higher. second 3,400 Americans have ben
honored with them -

make a distinction for those who are here that day.

May want to have a riff:

“Today, on hbehalf ot eh United States Congress, I awared the
‘medal fo Honor, our nations’ highte military award, to : name

them all...

“They were preapred to sacrifice everything for_freedom, even
though freedom’s fulness was denied to them.”

“They were denied their nation’s highest honor, but their deeds
could not be denied.’ :

defy fear and fatigue.

correct a'histbrical“ove:sight.
July 1, 1898. . volunteer.

some say he didn’t get it because they didn’t give it to
volunteers.

Others say because he circulated a public letter calling for
American soldiers to be brought back from Cuba :

he led a group of volunteers; passed the regular army, and many
of the regulars fell in line under his leadership as he pressed
the attack up Kettle Hill and then san juan hill.
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"22,officers and soldiers were awarded the medal of‘honor that
day. 21 for exposing themselves to enemy f1re (if that’s’
the standard, he exceeded it).

he drove his volunteers through the ranks of the stall regular
army unit, changed the course of the battle.

two medal of honor w1nners recommended him for the honor for his
actions that day.

(he must have laughed at the bureaucratic judgment of courage.)
The War Department never acted on the recommendation.

lot of yellow fever in cuba. mckinley didn’t bring them home to
not create an epidemic here. roosevelt circulated a public.
letter challenging that policy. the administrationn was

' embarrasseda nd relented: ' suggestion that the Sec of War

can’'t ever be sure, but this theory sure fits the faccs'as we
know them - Teddy taking on the powerful on behalf of powerless
- using the power of democracy to throw a public spotlight of
scrutiny-on the actions of the powerful. the guy who gave us
the phrase malefactors of great wealth.

109 others have won the Medal of Honor for thelr actions during
their conflict.

Roosevelt was so famous for his role he forced the homecoming of
troops simply by calling for it. :

I knew exactly how to proceed. Now that’s leadership - know1ng
exactly how to proceed - or saying you do.

From

The Battle of San Juan Hill by Teddy Roosevelt from his
autobiography: ‘

;

He was 1eading.his volunteers forward toward. the.San Juan
Heights, where Spaniards had a high position, and were shooting
down on US troops. going forward, he finally ran into regular
troops, who were stopped in position. the ninth cavalry.




"By the time I had reached the lines of regulars of the first
'brigade, I had come to the conclusion that it was silly to stay
in the valley.firing at the hills, because that was really wehre
we were most exposed, and that the thing to do was to try to
rush the intrenchments. Where I struck the regulars there was
no one of superior rank to mine, and after asking why they did
not charge, and being answered that they had no orders, I said I
~would give the order. there was naturally a little reluctance
shown by the elderly officer in command to accept my order, so I
said, “Then let my men through, sir.” and I marched through
followed by my grinning men. The younger officers and the
enlisted men of the regulars jumped up and’'joined us. I waved
my hat, and we weht‘up the hill in the rush.”

at, the close‘of Spanish American war, US was a global power.

‘Spain granted Cuban independence, ceded Puerto Rico and Guam to
the US, and gave US title to the Philippines for $20 m

~war reduced spain to a second class powér; created an overseas
US empire, but otherwise marked the end of US territorial
expansion. ‘

Rough riders - a comment (and not a favorable one) on the
quality. of their horsemanship. REgiment was made of volunterre
. form all walks. of life and all classes of Americans. the outfit
was considered to be unpolished and undiscliplined. mu;ch effot
wa requir to refomr the rr into a qulaity fighting unit.
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Title: The Battle of San Juan Hill
Author: Theodore Roosevelt

Date: 1898

Source: America, Vol.10, pp.130-133

A few days before the Rough Riders made their famous charge up San Juan Hill, as Roosevelt relates in
his "Autobiography," from which '[hlS account is taken, by permission of the MacMillan Company, he was
mae a full colonel of VoIUNteers because of his gallantry at Las-Guasimas—Athoth Las Guasimas and

i ¢ ] y ought on foot, the horses of the
regxment not having been transported to Cuba. As a result of these two engagements Colonel Wood was
made a brigadier-general.

- Colonel Roosevelt charactenstlcally states here that he "had not -enjoyed the Guasimas fight at all,"

probably because "only eight of the rough riders were killed and thirty-four wounded" out of the American
loss of 1614 killed and wounded in thﬁantlago campalgD't ended July 15, 1898, with the capitulation of -
Santiago. .

I HAD not enjoyed the Guasimas fight at all, becausg I had been so uncertain as to what I ought
to do. But the San Juan fight was entirely differen)tﬁ he Spaniards had a hard position to attack
it is true, but we could see them, and I knew exXactly how totproceaﬂam
W&WWM;

it is always hard to get men to start when they cannot see whether their comrades are also
going. S0 1 tode up and down the lines, keeping them straightened out, and gradually worked

through line after line until I'found myself at the head of the regiment. By the time I had reached
the lines of the regulars of the first brigade I had come to thé conclusion thaf it was silly to stay

in the valley firing at the hills, because that was really where we were most exposed, and that

“the thing to do was to try to rush the infrenchments, Where I struck the regulars there was 1o

http://www.soUrcedocuments.com/Ameri.../23c?f=templateS&fn=document-frame.htm&2.

one of superior rank to mine, and after asking why they did not charge, and being answered that

they hiad no orders, said T would give the order. There was naturally a little reluctance shown

by the elderly officer in commaind 1o accept my order, o [ said, "Then let my men through, sir,"
and I marched through followed by my grinning men. The younger officers and the enlisted men:
of the regulars jumped up and joined us. I waved my hat, and we went up the hill with a rush.
Having taken 1t, we looked across af the Spaniards in the trenches under the San Juan
blockhouse to our left, which Hawkins's brlgade was assaulting. I ordered our men to open fire
on the Spaniards in the trenches.

Memory plays funny tricks in such a fight, where things happen quickly, and all kinds of mental
images succeed one another in a detached kind of way, while the work goes on. As I gave the
order in question there slipped through my mind Mahan's account of Nelson's orders that each
ship as it sailed forward, if it saw another ship engaged with an enemy's ship, should rake the
latter as it passed. When Hawkins's soldiers captured the blockhouse, I, very much elated,
ordered a charge on my own hook to a line of hills still farther on. Hardly anybody heard this
order, however; only four men started with me, three of whom were shot. I gave one of them,
who was only wounded my canteen of water, and ran back, much irritated that I had not been
followed—which was quite unjustifiable, because I found that nobody had heard my orders.

General Sumner had come up by this time, and I asked his permissio lead the charge. He
ordered me to do so, and this time away we wen st fmed the Spanish intrenchments.
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There was some close fighting, and we took a few prisoners. We also captured the Spanish
provisions, and ate them that night with great relish.... Lieutenant Howze, of the regulars, an
aide of General Sumner's, brought me an order to halt where I was; he could not make up his
mind to return until he had spent an hour or two with us under fire. "The Spaniards attempted a
counter-attack in the middle of the afternoon, but were driven back without effort, our men
laughing and cheering as they rose to fire, because hitherto they had been assaulting breastworks
or lying still under artillery fire, and they were glad to get a chance to shoot at the Spaniards in
the open.' We lay on our arms that night and as we were drenched with sweat, and had no
blankets save a few we took from the dead Spaniards, we found even the troplc night chilly
before morning came.

During the afternoon's fighting, while I was the highest officer at our immediate part of the
front, Captains Boughton and Morton of the regular cavalry,.... came along the firing line to tell
me that they had heard a rumor that we might fall back, and that they wished to record their
emphatic protest against any such course. I did not believe that there was any truth in the rumor,
for the Spaniards were utterly incapable of any effective counter-attack.... In my part of the line
the advance was halted only because we received orders not to move forward but to stay on the
crest of the captured hill and hold it.

We are always told that three-o'clock-in-the-morning courage is the most desirable kind. Well,
my men and the regulars of the cavalry had just that brand of courage. At about three o'clock in -
the morning after the first fight, shooting began in our front and there was an alarm of a Spanish
advance. I was never more pleased than to see the way in which the hungry, tired, shabby men
all jumped up and ran forward to the hill-crest, so as to be ready for the attack; which, however,
did not come. As soon as the sun rose the Spaniards again opened upon us with artillery....

- Next day the fight turned into a siege; there were some stirring incidents; but for the most part it
was trench work A fortnight later Santiago surrendered. ’
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San Juan Hill, batle of .

San Juan Hill, battle of (Cuba) On 1 July 1898, Major General Jacob Kent's 10,000 troops
drove General Arsenio Lenares Pomba's 1,200 Spaniards from the ridges above Santiago.
Lieutenant Colonel Theodore Roosevelt became a national hero for leading his Rough Riders up
Kettle Hill. US losses: 124 killed, 817 wounded. Spanish losses: 358 killed, wounded.
Combined with the Spanish loss of El Caney, victory allowed US artillery to begin shelling the
enemy fleet, which was then forced into the battle of Santiago Bay.

Source: Thomas L. Purvis, A Dictionary of American History (Cambridge, Mass.: Blackwell Reference, 1995).
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Rough Riders

Rough Riders On 22 April 1898, Congress authorized enlistment of the First US Volunteer

Cavalry Regiment for the Spanish-American War. Colonel Leonard Wood and his subordinate,
~—tieuteénant Colonel TheodareReesevelt, recruited mostly westerners, whose horsemanship
earned the nicknameZRough Riders.” Xhe regiment won widespread publicity for capturing

_Kettle'Hill duting the-battteofSam Juan Hill, i illed and wounded. The 568
-~ Rough Riderswho landed in Cuba sgsfained the army's highest casualty raf€>37 percent killed
\ _Or e “The unit served 133 daySbefare its demobilization at the end of the war.

Source: Thomas L. Purvis, A Dictionary of American History (Cambridge, Mass.: Blackwell Reference, 1995).
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Spanish-American War

Spanish-American War Americans became increasingly hostile to Spaln because of the
inhumane measures it used to fight Cuban rebels after 1895. When the USS Maine exploded at
Havana in March 1898, public opinion held Spain responsible and demanded US aid for the
rebels. On 20 April, Congress threatened hostilities unless Cuba received independence, which
Spain refused, and on 22 April the US put Cuban ports under blockade. On 24 April, Spain
declared war on the US, which reciprocated the next day.

Spain, with 18,000,000 people, had 155,302 regular troops in Cuba, plus 41,518 Cuban
-loyalists, while the organlzed Cuban rebels numbered just 15,000. The Us, with a population of

70,000,000, expanded its regular army from 30, 000 to 209, 714 by June, mcludmg many

National Guard units. The US Navy had 69 warshlps and bought 67 addltlonal ships within 90

days, compared to Spain's 49. . '
Commodore George Dewey's squadron fought the war's first battle on 1 May, when he

destroyed Spain's Philippine squadron at Manila Bay. Blockaded by Dewey and besieged by
Philippine rebels, Manila's garrison surrendered on 13 August. US occupation produced the

Philippine Insurre . _
US forces ur@ Major General William Shafter ded unopposed in Cuba on 22 June.
Shafter's v1ctor1'émane apped Spanish-forces in Santiago, where

WWWWWWMWMWH in the bafile of
Santiago Bay on 3 July. On 17 July, 24,000 enemy troops at Santiago surrendered to Shafter.

On 25 July, Major General Nelson Miles invaded Puerto Rico, which fell with little resistance. -

From 21 April to 13 August 1898, the war effort mobilized 306,760 persons, including 280,564
soldiers, 22,875 sailors, and 3,321 marines. The military sustained 4,108 casualties from 1 May
to 31 August: 385 battle deaths (369 soldiers, 10 sailors, 6 marines), 2,061 non-combat deaths
(soldiers only), 1,662 battle wounds (1,594 soldlers 47 sa1lors 21 marlnes) The war cost about
$400,000,000.

Soon after the fall of Santiago, Spain requested an armistice, which was signed on 12 August.
By a peace treaty signed at Paris on 10 December (ratified by Congress on 6 February 1899),
Spain granted Cuban independence, ceded Puerto Rico and Guam to the US, and gave the US
title to the Philippines for $20,000,000. The war reduced Spain to a second-class power; it
created an overseas US empire, but otherwise marked the end of major US territorial expansion.

Source: Thomas L. Purvis, A Dictionary of American History (Cambridge, Mass.: Blackwell Reference, 1995).

Turn to Previous Page ' ' .~ Turn to Next Page

http://www.sourcedocuments.com/Amer.../23 7e?f=temp1’ates&fn=document-frarﬁe.htm&2. 01/12/2001



