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RECOGNIZING AWARD. OF MEDAL OF HONOR TO PRESIDENT THEODORE 
ROOSEVELT -- (House of Representatives - June 13, 2000) . 

: . [Page', H4329] .GPO's PDF /72 ~ o..L_ 
. . . --- · Cj ~3~ ~iiia--:-

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a previous order of the House, the gentleman from Indiana (Mr. 
BUYER) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

_· Mr. BUYER. Mr. Speaker,·! ri'se today to bring attention to a great man, a man of immense stature to 
· the history of this Natiilll;_a~trgng, moral .family man and a visio ationist, a man who .. / 

'st-ingui"sl1e"~selfin peace anam-w, and who .. would_~t t e age of 43 b . m __ e th···· _e __ .fi.Irst great . 
American ·voice of the 20th century.and f26th Preside - eddy" ~~.§1S,:¥~. 

... -------- ' . . 

My esteemed colleague the gentleman from New York (Mr. LAZIO) initially brought this case to my : 
attention in 1997. As chairman of the House 

[Page.: H4330] GPO's PDF 

Col11111ittee on Armed Services' Subcommittee on Military Personnel, I worked with the gentleman from 
New York and former Pennsylvania Representative Paul McHale, the 1_ ·• tatives . 
. of the Theodore :§!~5~~~ Association, authors and historians 
crusade has been to ee-tfianhen.e- nel T 1 · · · . · e-a'waJrae,a .. .uie ... _.'"'._., .... 
posthumously for onspicuous allan at the · · ., · Juan 
War. 

On July 1st of 1898, Colonel ~~~~ft led the.First United States \(Qi;~te;])aval Re iment, the 
Rough Riders, intq action alongs!cfe'"'""".Affily regulars at s·an Juan Heightsdutsid antia o, Cu a.- 'ring 
the battle, the Rough Riders encountered a regular Army unit that was reluctant to pre e a ack. 
~9:g~~~~f,~ boomed, ''.Step aside and .let iny men. through," then l?roceeded .t~ lead hi.s men t~ough a .hail 
of .. '{- unfire dunng.t~e assault up Kettle Hill, one oftwo hills compnsmgS~ Ju~n H~Ights~ 
I adershi as so com ellm that man Arm officers and men fe m lme With the Rough 

~ ~ 14wJf-.,~ f-c-rt· ' 
. Mr .. Spea~er, Colo~el[Blq~,§.S'ii~~l]l;~ her.oic ~erfo~a_nce on that day is well do mented, b'ut I believe it 

. ,, 

IS enhghtenmg to review some o(the histoncal details: ___ -'-·-------

.(.· · Number one. ~"§:R~~Y.~lt.~.~ actions demonstrated ~ disregard for his own safety -~d were · 
consistent with th.e actions ofthose that were awarded the Medal of Honor during the Spanish American 

\ war. Of the 22 officers and soldiers who were awarded the Medal of Honor that day, 21 received it 

1 of2 

\ bec~use they gave u,e,.~~~~r ~~d expose~ themselves to enemy fire. Once the ord~r to att~ck was 
\received, Col.onel ~28a~,~~~~Jl mounted his hor.se and·rode. up and down the ranks It;I full_v~ew of enemy 

gunners. Dunng the final assault on Kettle Hill hereniamed on horseback, exposmg him to the 
withering fire ofthe enemy. · unary expo.sure to enem as tpe criteria for award ofthe Medal, 
hen Colonel ~{iq~~¥~·clearly cee s e s an ar . · 

. ' ; 

~~ ~*~ ~--~- ~ ~QL 
. ~~'%~. -~ ~u 
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Yet despite the preponderance of evidence and the endorsement by these two Medal of Honor 
awardees, the War Department never acted upon their recommendation. I believe there is credible 
evidence that politics, not an honest assessment of Colonel ~p;~~''§'~l.tti~ valor, was the prime reason the 
recommendation for the Medal of Honor was never approve([ Tlie":NtcKinley administration's fear of.a 
yellow fever epidemic rom ted the· . ' . . · · ~.~'~\:\§ll 
P!!. 1c y · 1c1ze . ee mg to quickly defuse the issue, the McKinley admimstratwn reversed course 
and brought i!Wtroops home. Thethen Secretary of War, Russell Alger, resented the &ublic · 
embarrassment that he received as aresult ofthe cnticism from the hero ofS an ~eights Teddy 
~ .. :;g,9,~.:~~~ .. ; > ae g re or s o su s m: 1a e w y . -~-- .~coration was disapproved at the time, I believe 
tliat .sec et~ Al r ~ad tl).e..~p_ponumr-• ~deny T~ddy ~~~,2'~ the Medal of Honor 
by s1m . · :not-actmg <kit. _ · · 

. ... . ' 

Mr. Speaker, the Medal of Honor is this Nation's highest military award for bravery in combat. Since 
1863, more than 3,400 extraordinary Americans have been awarded the Medal of Honor by the President 

· in the name of the Congress. President Theodore ~~~.~¥~1tlS. name would be an honorable and 
noteworthy addition to this most hallowed of lists. His -raw courage and the fearless, bold decisiveness 
that he demonstrated while leading his Rough Riders up Kettle Hill on horseback altered the course of 
the battle, savep American lives and epitomized the selfless service of all Medal of Honor awardees._ 

On February 22, Secretary of Defense William Cohen forwarded a memorandum to President Clinton 
recommending that Theodore ~g~,S;¥.¢1] be posthumously awarded the Medal ofHonor. I join the 
gentleman from New York (Mr. [AZIO) and former Representative Paul McHale in commending the 

· Department ofDefense for following the lead of Congress by choosing to acknowledge President 
~'g,Q,~~~.l!!§ heroic. leadership and courage under fire during the Spanish American War. He will join 109 
otlier soloiers, sailors and Marines who were awarded the Medal of Honor for their actions during that 
conflict. 

However, it troubles me that for some inexplicable reason that President Clinton has delayed acting 
upon Secretary Cohen's recommendation. I urge President Clinton to announce the award now. 
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a previous order of the House, the gentleman from New York (Mr. 
LAZIO) is recognized for 5 minutes. · · 

... Mr. LAZIO. Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman frorri Indiana. : · 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to commend Congress for its'work to secure the Medal of Honor for Teddy 
lm~[~~ . W.. e.~.~~~ attempte~ \0 right a histo,ncaf wron81\nd we h~ve come to le~ J?Ore about why 
Tlieoaore ~~g!~i'!:~1~ was one of our greatest histoncal figures. He displayed the quahtles of a great 
leader: courage,"'cunning, intellect, boldness an~ charisma all fou . oral purp.ose. His 
courage and the enthus~asm that his courage generated motivate his Rough Riders n the battlefield at 

~njuan Heights}mdinspired a generation of Americans as they emerge om t e chaos ofthe late· 
flfcentury. . . · · . · . · . 

Mr. Clinton; we urge you to avoid further delay and expeditiously award. the Medal ofHonor to 
Colonel Theodore !R:o0seven . 

:·. ~~01~llfl~! .!liJ;).~.~iJ!:ir~iJ~~ ' 

.· . . 

Mr. LAZIO. Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentleman from Indiana; and I want to begin by acknowledging 
his terrific work in.terms ofbringing this issue to the forefront of this Congress and all of his partnership 
with me· in these last 3 years as we have been fighting for this sense of justice. People say why do we 

·care about giving heodore R:oO''S~'\iP.~~ the Con ressional . earned it I 
think it comes down to simple JUStice. he fact IS that Theodore (Kq,~~~·~")@~ is one of our greatest 
Americans. His face appears on Mount Rushmore. He has been lffiown as one of America's greatest 
Presidents. Before that, he was a Governor of the State of New York. He was a great conser-vationist and 
a reformer. · · 

·l Time : · 2 3 : 4 o J 

He was the afchitect of the modem Na"Va~d in,many waYs hel~ape American· foreign policf as we · 
entered the global age. But it is for none o those reasons that Theodore ~§g:~~~ deser-ves the =..r 

Congressional Medal of Honor. It is forthe facts that the gentleman from~Iiiaian~ (Mr. BUYER) has laid 

1/11/2001 3:08PM 
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On that day, o Jul 1 of 1898, hen"a vohmWJE Lieutenant Co~l Theodore !:<?:9~:~~!~ led his men 
up a hill, a strategic hi to.secure that highgroun .which saved many American lives tliat oay, and 
contrary to public belief, a popular belief the Rough Riders, who Lieutenant Colonel led, went forward 
that day without their horses as dismounted infantry and they faced an enemy much better positioned 
than the Spaniards in securing the high ground. They faced· an enemy with munitions and with arms far 
superior to that which they had, including machine guns, which were only a few years later in World 
War I create such mass destruction; but even at that point in 1898, these guns were trained down ori 
them. --=-

Alongside ~.~§:§~~Jl and ·his R~ugh Riders advan~ed the 9th and· 1Oth colored Cav~lry Regiments, the 
fa~ed Buffalo Soldiers of the Indian Wars. And I will say to the gentleman· from Indiana (Mr. BUYER), 
to all of those in the Chamber, the Spanish bullets respected neither race nor social rank. In the end the 
blood was American. · · 

Up the steep hill, the Rough Riders climbed facing a withering fire from the trenches blow up the steep 
hill, climbed with men from the rear ranks taken the place of the fallen, up that steep hill they climbed 
led by their bespectacled, mustached leader, Colonel ~!~ . 

· In placing themselves in dire d~nger, ~§;~YelB ~nimate~ his men to move towardsth~trenches tha_t 
belched the venomous fire.- By his leadersliip, fiy dmt of his personal ex~mple, ~g,g~~~rri~!~ propelled his 
troops to capture the Spamsh defenses. f th men who started to chmb tha hill that da 89 were 
killed or wounded. One of those wounded s ColoneliRoosev;e ·: . 

r • ..::~:a! .. :'!~ilil'~r' ,.;,";.:'11'1~1, 1., 1 

And I would say to the gentleman from Indiana (Mr. BUYER), who has served our Nation in uniform 
and I have great respect and admiration for him because of that, there is no greater service than I think an 
American can render to put his life on the line and cause freedom in America's interests. 

Now is a time to correct that record to see that justice is done and for President Clinton to give him his 
due, the Congressional Medal of Honor. We call upon the President to do that. . . 

. Mr. Speaker, I would like to include in the RECORD a part ofthat brief, ifl can, which documents 
the historical record. 

Congressman Rick Lazio submitted the folio 
0 

he Award ofthe Congressional-Medal 
ofHonor for President Theodore R'oose:Vert o Se tember 9 1997 

I. ~~~liii.l':i;';,t:,·~iliiJI.i.U . .liJ:Ilili;~~ p ' 

Theodore ~~~¥~1~ Deserves the Medal of Honor 
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anlerica's emergence as a world pow;:wextricably entwined in this coming of age o~ the world stage 
lsthe history and efforts of President Theodore ~~~9"§,~;¥~J]. .· .. · 

~~,9§]2~~~, as the leader of the First Volunteer Caval Re · own more commonly as the 
Rough Riders, played a significant and heroic role i e victory in Cuba is victory catapulted both 
~~~~~~.~and the United States onto the world stage an e eventual·position ofleadership we enjoy 
today. · I · · • • 

The focus here is not on Theodore i&oose~~lt , leader. of the · ers and his gallant charges to 
~'''·•fill'hil::qm~(''lii!;~'l•·:t...:. · 

secure the San Juan Heights. Theodore ~Bi.Q:g§~~,~l] w. unjustly overlooked r the Congressional Medal 
ofHonor. His application, when taken in the context ar m enca's highest military honor at 
that time, warranted more serious consideration than it was given. Many attribute this oversight to 
political squabbles of the times as well as prejudice in favor of the reg~lar army regiments. The 
Centennial of this historic effort is an appropriate time to correct this injustic~. · · 

NARRATIVE 
I 

Thedore ~&:~:~::b~~J~§ service in the.Spanish Americ~ War b~gan with an offer of a commission from 
Secretary of War Russell Alger as Lieutenant Colonel I tcommanded by . ard 
Wood in April. of 1898 after the United States decl ed war on S ai troactive A ril 2 1', 1898. 

·egiment was designated the 1st United States Volun ry. However, they qmc y ecame more 
commonly known as the ''Rough Riders." The regiment was made of volunteers from all walks of life 
and all Classes of Americans. The out'fit was considered to be unpolished and undisciplined. Much effort 
w_as required to reform the Rough Riders into a quality fighting'unit. The Rough Riders were later sent 
t ' ampa and on June·3, 1898 arrived to be joined with other Cavalry regiments to form a division under · 
the command of Major General Joseph Wheeler. The division belonged to the 5th'Corps, commanded by 
Major General William R. Shafter, a Medal of Honor recipient and veteran of the Civil War. 

On June 22, 1898, the Rough Riders .landed in Cuba on the outskirts_ pf Santiago after little resistance 
but a difficult voyage. The unit soon moved out in the campaign to capture Santiago. Soon after 
begi:t?J1ing the campaign, the regiment encountered resistance .from the Spanish AI:my. The regiment 
suffered several ~asualties including eight killed in a battle to secure a blockhouse. By June 30 the 
plannin'g for the assault on Santiago began in earnest. · 

' . 
The battle was to begin: with an assault on El Caney, a village on the outskirts of the SanJuan Heights 

and in Close proximity to the Camino Real, the principal route to Santiago. The assault would be made 
·by the regular infantry under the command of Brigadier General H.W. Lawton and supported by an 
artillery barrage from a battery under the command of Captain AllynK., Capron Sr. The rest of the army 
would take up positions in the.jungle in front ofthe SanJuan Heights. The plan wasto capture El Caney . 
and then directly assault the San J).lan Heights. · · - · 

On the morning of July 1, 1898, the arrn:y: began its attack on El Caney. The barrage was ineffectual .. 
and inspired return fire'frorh the Spanish ... Several men were killed .and many others wounded, including 
a ~ild wound to C?lonel ~~~ . General. Sha±:ter, wh~ ~as aJso'ill, issued orders thr<:>ugh ·his 
adjutant, Colonel McClernand for the army to get mto position to attack the San Juan Heights as planned 
without waiting for El Caney to be captured. The force deployed as directed and quickly came under fire 
from the Spanish forces entrenched on the slopinghills overlooking them. The Roufh Riders positioned 
themselves near. the San Juan River at the foot of a hill that later became krlown as ettle Hill because of 

· the b oc ouse an sugar refining kett e ound there. T . the other units 1t a move 
supp.ort quickly fac~d severe enemy artillery.fire using many to pani~. ~,"!!l>J,~~;~ walked u~ and down 
the hne ofRough R1ders to ensure that they were . er an rece1v1qg a~ much protection as 

1/11/2001 3:08PM 
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possible. :rhe Rough Riders were taking heavy casualties as they waited for orders to engage the 
Spanish. · · 

After many hours of waiting ard taking heavy casualties, l8!£:!1r.~~r~ finaiiy received the order to · 
advance on Kettle Hill in support of the Regular Cavalry. The Rough Riders soon reached the Ninth 
Cavalry'. The Ninth's senior officers were reluctant to advance so lB,i~~~~~ItJ...~ .. d the Rough Riders passed 
them: Many junior officers and enlisted men of the Ninth then followe(f~0P§.~!£ and the Rough Riders 
up the hill.~<!~§~~~!~ ~as at the_forefront of the charge up _the hill and thro~gli a barbe~ wire fence to the 
crest of the liill all while under constant fire from the Spamsh. After captunng Kettle Hill, ~~~~~~¥.~~~ 
turned his attention to San Juan Hill to the left. After viewing the approaching infantry under lieavy fire 
from San. Juan I;Iill, ~~~~-~~]began an assault ori San Juan Hill from Kettle ~ill. Initially, ~~~,~~~.~~~ 

· Rough Riders did not near tlie order, but later followed .after some further urgmg from lB:~~~~U . In tfie 
char~e, ~8~F!&~l~ perspnally_ dispatched~- Spaniard with a shot from his revolver. The Regimerii then 

. dug m and prepared for the siege of Santiago. . · · · _ . .. · 

ARGUMENT FOR PRESENTING THE MEDAL OF HONOR TO THEODORE iBiG>:~SJ3¥:'1SEJ:i 
BASED ON THE FIRST-HAND ACCO~TS OF HIS PEERS . ~-"~ .............. ~'"""··"'"~ 

.f The case of Lieutenant Colonel rBgP,~~i!{,~{l warrant ~e~cgo~ns~i~~~~~~2!_~ 

. Under the. l)epartment ofPefense Manual ofM.iJita.cy-I>ecorati_ons_~_Awards, the case of Theodore 
~~.9~.S~fl Clearly fits under either section 3@3bof&eJezulationsregatding the medal of honor. 

, 3a. The remaining bases for recqnsideration. ar9nstanc~ in which a Service Secret~ or the Secretary 
of Defense determine~ that there is evidence ~terial..-) · _ · , . · · 

. [Page: H4332] GPO's PDF 

-~~~in 'the original processi~g of or decision on a n:icommendation for award of the 
~ ·.· .. 

3b. All other instances of rec'onsiderati.on shall be limited to th~se in which the formal 
recommendation was submitted within statutory time limits, the recommendation was lost or . 
inadvertently not acted upon, and when these facts are conclusively established by the respective Service 
Secretary or other official delegate~ appropriate authority .. 

The situation regarding \Bi .. 8J2;~~~~¥!.~-ll i_s unclear. It is clear that the first application lacked specific details.· 
~0:~::::~~~ · reapply m more detail. Several letters previously cite~ attest to his acts on 

e fielo o ly 1, 1898 . 

. ad. r.
1
'he Secretary of War'spersonal bias against ~~~.~E£1£ prevented rf£~~Si£!jfrom receiving the 

me a . . . · · · · · 

.. , t 
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b. A bias against. the volunteer regiments may have prevented ~qps,?;;]?,ll and others from receiving the 
Medal of Honor · . ···. . 

~;ec;om:kl spected reason for not awarding the medal to l!r~AA§l~ i ·an inherent bias againsft 
volunt his war. Only Captain Albert Mills, Assistant Adjutant Genera . . ers, received 

· _ edal of Honor and it was not given to him until well after most of the other that received medals for · 
their actions in the Spanish American War. Mills received the award for distinguished gallantry and 
bravery for encouraging those near him even though he had been severely wounded. While there is no 
direct evidence of bias, an inference may be dravyn by the empirical data derived from the document. If 
such an inference is drawn, this would constitute an impropriety under the rules for reconsideration. The 
Secretary would clearly have the authority to reconsider ~:::~~:~11~ for the Medal ofHon9r. 

c. The lack of a report on ~~?f~iRill£i~~ denial or other documents relating to the denial constitutes 
''material error" or ''an inadvertent Joss or failure to act upon" warranting reconsideration by the 
Secretary · · · 

The inability t.o rec~ver rec~rd~ of the actual consideration ?f~~§;~~~~ for !he ~edal ofHon 
warrants reconsideratiOn at this time. Many documents attestmg to ~<~1!:;?,1;>~~-~Hl~ ment have bee 

· · en n , including the Congres'si'onafLiaison Office, ha failed 
produce r~cords ?f~~'Ter~:~ . · · : The absence. of such records ~nd anyexp~an.ation o er. 

· '00serV;elt dictate that this case b ered at this time. The 
IW~ii:if~~-"~1·~ 

interests of justice have compelled ne members of Co onso i ecific to this . 
case. The bill has been held up due to the ana e awards branch that a formal request for 
reconsideration is most appropriate prior to the submission of a bill by the House of Representatives. 
The interests of justice should also provide the impetus for an official review by the Secretary. This 
request is in fact submitted in an effort to comply with the reasonable request of the Department. 

11 Standard for awarding the Medal of Honor 

- "The Medal of Honor is awarded by the President in the name ofCongress to a person who, while a. 
member ofthe Army, distinguishes himself or herself conspicuously by gallantry and. intrepidity at the 
risk ofhis or her life above and beyond the call of duty while engaged in an action ag~inst an enemy of 
th<;: United States;· while engaged in mi.litary operations involving conflict with an opposing. foreign force 
..... "Furthermore, ''The deed performed must have been one of personal bravery or self-sacrifice so 
conspicuous as to clearly distinguish the individual above his comrades and must have involved risk of 
life." · 

It is self-evide~tand uncontestable that Theod~re ~§,~[~'¥Jill was eQ.gag.ed in an action against an 
enemy of the Umted States. Therefore, the remamder oftliis argument will focus on the first hand 
evidence as preserved in the National Archives, the conspicuous and gallant nature of the act, and the 
risk to ~o·oseveit~s life. . · · 

li,">Q"I', .. "j•"{wi):I'Dr"ll"'!\li:!J.fu!l 

a. Then Lieutenant Colonel Theodore W.£!~~.ill~ acts were witnessed alJ.d attested to by many 

Source rriateriai regarding this matter can be found in the United States Archives. Copies of original 
materials are attached to this document as exhibits for the convenience of the Department he re · d 
letters · o_ the deed are also part of the exhibits. The number of letters exceed the o required 

sonal ace~. ) · 

Included among the exhibits are letters from Maxwell Keyes, 1st Lieutenant and Adjutant U.S. 
Volunteers (Exhibit 1), RobertHowze, 1st Lieutenant, 6th U.S. Cavalry (Exhibit 2); M.J. Jenkins, 
Major, 1st U.S. Volunteer Cavalry (Exhibit 3), Trooper W.J. McCann, Troop B, 1st U.S. Volunteer 
Cavalry (Exhibit 8), Captain c;.J. Stevens, 2nd U.S. Cavalry (Exhibit 9), Colonel Leonard Wood, Major 
General Joseph Wheeler, and Major General William Shaft_er, U.S:Volunteers (Exhibit 10), Major 
General Leonard Wood, U.S. Volunteers (Exhibit 11) and Colonel A.L. Mills, Brigade Adjutant General 
and later Superintendent ofthe United States Military. Academy at West Point (Exhibit 12). 
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·A bill to authorize and request the President to award the congressional Medal of Honor 
posthumously to Theodo.re Roosevelt for his gallant and heroic actions in the attack on San Juan 
Heights, Cuba, during t~e Spanish-American War. · · · 
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Rec.eived in the Senate, read twice. 

Oct 21,98: 
Passed Senate without amendment by Unanimous Consent.· 
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MEDALOFHONORBREAKDOWN 
(By War ~nd Service as of 13 May 1997) 

Page I. of2 

!Action IITotal II Army ~~~Marine IIAir Force I Coast 
·!Posthumous Guard 

!Civil War llt52D 111,195 113D8 1117 liD . liD 1125 
~~n8~~n Wars 18~1-11428 11428 lc=Jc=JCJDI6 

'!Korea 1871 1115 liD 119 116 liD liD ·liD 
Spamsh Amencan 11D9 II 3D IEJE:JCJDID War 

!Philippines Samoa 1191 II7D 1112 119 liD liD 111 
!Boxer Rebellion 1159 114 1122 . 1133 liD liD 111 
!Vera Cruz 1914 1155 liD 1146 11

9 liD liD liD 
!Haiti 1915 116 liD liD 116 liD · liD liD 
Dommican 

13 liD lc=JCJCJDID Republic 

!Haiti 1919-192D 112 liD liD 112 liD liD liD 
!Nicaragua 1927-1933 112 liD lc=Jc=JCJDID 
'Peacetime 1865- 1112 liD 

I 

IEJc=JCJDID 187D 
Peacet1me 1871- 11D3 liD IEJc=JCJDID 1898 
Peacet1me 1899- 151 111 l~c=JID I DID 1911 
Peacet1me 1915- Ia liD ICJc=JCJDI1 1916 
Peacetime 192D- 118 112 l~c=JCJDI4 194D 
!World War I 11124 1196 1121 117 liD liD 1132 
!World War II 1144D 113D1 1157 1181 liD . III II25D 
!Korean War 11131 1178 117 1142. 114 liD 1193 
!Vietnam War 11239 11155 1115 1157 1112 liD II15D 
!Somalia 1993 112 112 liD liD liD liD 112 
!Unknown Soldiers 119 liD liD liD liD liD 119 
!Total 113,427 112,362 11745 11294 1116 111 11574 

These totals reflect the total number of Medals of Honor 
awarded. Nineteen (19) men received a second award: 
fourteen of these men received two separate Medals for 
two separate actions; five received both the Navy and 
the Army Medals of Honor for the same action. The total 
number of Medal of Honor recipients is 3,4D8. 
Total Medals of Honor awarded; 3,427 

http:/ /www.army .mil/cmh-pg/mohstats.htm · 01112/2001 
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. Medal ofHonor Statistics as 14 January 1997 

' 
Total number of Medal of Honor recipients: 3,408 

Total number of double recipients: 19 

Total n.umber of enlisted personnel: 2,553 

As of 13 May 1997, there are 169 living Medal of Honor 
recipients. 

Source: Congressional Medal of Honor Society, 40 
Patriots Point Rd, Mt Pleasant SC 29464 

http://www.army.mil/cmh-pg/mohstats.htm 
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H.R. 2263 

.. <Bnr itlundrrd fifth [ongrrss 
of thr 

tlnitrd oStatrs of 2lmrrira · 
AT THE SECOND SE.SSION 

Begun and held at the City of Washington.on T~esday, 
the twenty-s~v~ntit day of January, one thousand nine ·hundred and ninety-eight 

51n 51ct 
To authorize and request the President to award the congressional Medal of Honor 

'posthumously to The~dore Roosevelt for 'his gallant and heroic actions in the ' 
attack on San Juan Heights, Cuba, during the Spanish-American War. 

Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

Vice President of the United States and 
President of the. Senate. 

------- ·-----



President William J. Clinton 
Medal of Honor 

January 16, 2001 

We are here today to award the Medal of Honor to· Teddy Roosevelt and --proving 
once again that when we get the right information, and enough time, we nearly always get it 
right. 

The medal of honor is the highest honor in our power to give- the only medal worn around the 
neck rather than pinned to the uniform. The purple heart was instituted at the time of George 

/ 

Washington for wounds suffered in battle. But for riearly a hundred years, no medals were 
·added. It was thought a medal was too much like a title from Europe, and that fighting was 
simply to do one's duty, and there should be.no award for doing one's duty. So when this award 
was instituted, it was agreed it would be given for valor above and beyond the call of duty. 
Indeed, to give you some sense of this honor, for all the gallantry of our forces in World War II­
one in every 35,000 was awarded the Medal of Honor. 

Those we honor today put themselves at risk, on their own initiative,' often against orders, to 
___ . give these medals to honor our heroes, 

Teddy Roosevelt 

· alse-for ourselves- because of~sp.ires 11S-to. tel~ your stories: 
09 were given in th~~re given for action that day. 8 frOiTIEre . 

Took the hill, witl1stood the siege, and the war ended two weeks later. · 

winning the hill allowed US artillery to begin shelling the 
em fleet, which was then force into the battle of Santiago Bay. 

Gallantly assisted in the rescue of the wounded from in front of the lines under heavy fire from 
the enemy. 

The medal of honor. the hig st honor in our power to give. The only medal worn around the 
neck rather than pinned to the iform. The purple heart was instituted at the time of George 
Washington· for wounds suffered battle. But for nearly a hundred years, no medals were 
added. It was thought a medal was oo much like a title from Europe; and that fighting was· 
simply to do one's duty, and there sho ld be no award for doing one's duty. So it was settled 
that this award, this Medal of Honor be ·ven for going above and beyond the call of duty. 
Indeed, to give you some sense of this ho r, not even one in 35,000 service members who 
served during ww 2 have been awarded the edal of Honor. 

Those we honor today- as you will shortly hea -put themselves at risk, one their own 
initiative, often against orders, to take out big gu , to draw fire to pinpoint the enemy or to 
protect their own men, or to give aid to wounded s diers. We give these medals to honor our 
heroes, but also for ourselves- because of how itin ires us to tell and retell your stories. 
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In a well-known line from the book of Isaiah, the proph~t says: "I heard the voice of the Lord 
saying: "Whom shall I send, and who will go:·for us? And I said. Here am I. Send me." 

In a few minu~es, I will ask the Commander to read individual citations, detailing the 
extraordinary bravery of each one of the twenty-two Asian American soldiers- some with us, 
some not- whom we recognize today with the highest military honor we can bestow: the Medal · 

. of Honor. These soldiers risked their lives, above and beyond the call of duty, to fight tyranny . 
and defend America in World War II. But they did more than defend· AJn€lrica; they h€llped 
define America at its best~tthough they hacfSeen Americll; at its worst. · · 

The review found, indeed, that some extraordinarily brave soldiers.riever did receive the honors 
they' so clearly had earned. So today, America awards twenty-two soldiers the Medal of Honor-­
soldiers who risked their lives, on their own initiative, sometimes against orders, to take out 
machine guns, to give aid to wounded soldiers, to draw fire, to .pinpoint the enemy, to protect 
their own men. People who can agree on nothing else all fall silent before that kind of courage. 

These American soldiers made an impact that soars beyond the bounds of any·one battle ... they 
left a lasting imprint on th~ very meaning of America. They deserve - at the very least --
the very ·most we can bestow: the Medal of Honor. Commander, please read the citations. 

point: putting oneself at risk, on one's own .initiative,-· 
iometimes against orders, to take out big gu~sj or give aid to 
fallen soldiers. Or dr~wing fire in one~s o~rr direction.to 
enhance the safety of others. d~termining the location of 
enemy guns by exposing oneself to draw their fire. 

(so ·many .reason& to win medal of honor; he covered them.all 
(look above) . 

in these·cases is often not a test of equipment 

Isai~h here am I, sen~ me. Isaiah 6:8 Then I heard the 
- vo1ce of the Lord saying: "Whom shall I send, and who will go 

for us? And I .said. Here· am I. ·Send me. 
conversation with Stockwell: 

not~ the oath people take - to defend against enemies foreign 
·and domestic. upheld the co;nstitutions by fighting the enemy 
of .prejudice at home. 

the essnese of tl).e·award- at the risk of·his or her·life above 
and beyo~d the call of duty.n 
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what does that mean -'it means if they had not done it, no one 
could have blamed them. It means no one could have ordered them 
,t~o it. It nieans, in seJme--co:s-e·s-;--t"iTey-w-e--re--Grdt::-reti'-NGT to do 
it, and they did so anyway. 

There are a number of opinions about why it wasn't done. But 
there is only one 

u,fOpinions are mixed about why it wasn't done. 
~~nanimous that it should be dorie. 

Opinion is 

~/fJur nations' highest honor in wari alongside the world's hi~hest 
~~onor for peace. 

how many won the medal of honor - vs. how many served in the 
United States Ar.med Forces. How much a distinction is it: 
first: we have nothing higher. second 3,400 Americans have ben 
honored with them·- : 

make a distinction for those who are here that day. 

May want to have a riff: 

"Today, on hbehalf ot eh United States Congress, I awared the 
medal fo Honor, our nations' highte military award, to ., name 
them all ... 

"They were preapred to sacrifice everything for freedom, even 
though freedom's fulness was denied to them." 

"They were denied their nation's highest honor, b~t their deeds 
could not be denied.' 

and fatigue.· 

correct a historical o~ersight. 

July 1, 1898. volunteer .. 

some say he didn't get it because they didn't give it to 
volunteers. 

~ Others say because he circulated a public letter calling for 
American soldiers to be brought back from Cuba 
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he led a group of volunteers; passed the regular army, and many 
of the regulars fell in line urider his leadership as he pressed 
the attack up Kettle Hiil and then'san juan hill. 

22 officers qnd soldiers were awarded the medal of honor that 
day. 21 for exposing themselves to enemy fire. (if that's' 
the standard, he exceeded it) . 

he drove his volunteers through the ranks of the stall regular 
army unit, changed the course of the battle. 

two medal of honor winners recommended him for the honor for his 
actions that day. 

(he must have laughed at the bureaucratic judgment of courage.) 

The War Department never acted on the recommendation. 

lot of yellow fever in cuba. mckinley didn't bring them home to 
not create an epidemic here. roosevelt circulated a public 
letter challenging that policy. the administrationn was 
embarrasseda nd relented. suggestion that the Sec of War 

can't e~er be sure,· but this theory sure fits the facts as we 
know them - Teddy taking on the powerful on behalf of powerless 
- using the power of democracy to throw a public spotlight of 
scrutiny on the actions of the powerful. the guy who .save us 
the phrase malefactors of great wealth. 

109 others h~ve won the Medal of Honor for their actio~s during 
their conflict. 

Roosevelt was so famous for his role he forced the homec-oming of 
troops simply by calling for it. 

I knew exactly how to proceed. Now that's leadership - knowing 
exactly how to proceed - or· saying you do. 

From 

The Battle of San Juan Hill by Teddy Roosevelt from hi~ 
autobiography: 

He was leading his volunteers forward toward the San Juan· 
Heights,_ where Spaniards had a high_position,· and were shooting 
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down on·us troops. going forward, he fina·lly ran into regular 
troops, who were stopped in position. the ninth cavalry. 

"By the time I had reached the lines of regulars of the first 
brigade, I had come to.the conclusion that it was silly to stay 
in the valley firing at the hills, because that was.really wehre 
we were most exposed, and that the thing to do was to try to 
rush the intrenchments. Where I struck the regulars there was 
no one of superior r~nk to mine, and after asking why they did 
not charge, and being answered that they had no orders, I said I 
would give the order. there was naturally a little reluctance 
shown by the elderly officer in command to accept my order, so I. 
said, "Then let my men through, sir." and I marched through 
followed by my 1 grinning men. The younger officers and'the 
enlisted men of the regulars jumped up and joined us. I waved 
my hat, and we went up the hill in the rush." 

at the close o.f Spanish American war, US was a global p·ower. 

Spain granted Cuban independence, ceded Puerto Rico and Guam tp 
the US, and ~ave US title ~o the Philippines for $20 m 

war reduced spain to a second class power; created an overseas 
US empire, but otherwise marked the end of US territorial 
expansion. 

Rough riders - a comment (and not a favorable one) on the 
quality of their horsemanship. REgiment was made of volunterre 
form all walks of life and all classes of Americans. the outfit 
was considered to be unpolished and undiscliplined. mu;ch effot 
wa requir to refomr the rr into a qulaity fighting unit. 
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The first formal system for rewardiri · the 
nation's fighting men was establish by General George Washington on 
August 7, 1782. Designed to recognize any smgu ar y m ntonous actiOn," 
the award consisted of a purple cloth heart. Records show that only three 
persons received the ward: Sergeant Elijah Churchill, Sergeant William 
Brown, and Sergeant Daniel Bissel Jr. · 

~F~~~~~~~e~·t, as it was called, fell into oblivion until1932, 
~~~~~~~~~~r, then Army Chief of Staff, pressed for 

its reviva. ms Ituted on February 22, 1932, the now familiar 
.-Purple Heart was at first an Army award, given to those who had been 
wounded in World War I or who possessed a Meritorious Service Citation 
Certificate. In 1943, the order was amended toinclude personnel of the 
Navy, Marine Corps, and Coast Guard. Coverage was eventually extended 
to include all services and "any civilian national" wounded while serving 
with the Armed Forces. 

Although the Badge of Military Merit fell into disuse after the 
Revolutionary War, the idea of a decoration for individual gallantry 
remained through the earl n 184 7, afte the outbreak of the 
Mexican-American War, "certificate o merit" as established for any' 
soldier who distinguished litmself in· actio11. No medal went with the honor. 
After the Mexican-American War, the award was discontinued, which 
meant there was no military award with which to recognize the nation's . 
1lgh~en. 

Early inthe Civil War, a medal for individual valor was proposed to 
General-in-Chief of the Army Winfield Scott. But Scott felt medals 
smacked of European affectation and killed the idea. 

The medal found support in the Navy, however, where it was felt 
recognition of courage in strife was needed. Public Resolution 82, 
containing a provision for a Navy medal of valor, was signed into law by 
President Abraham Lincoln on December 21, 1861. The medal was "to be 
bestowed upon such petty officers, seamen, landsmen, and Marines as shall 
most distinguish themselves by their gallantry and other seamanlike 
qualities during the present war." 

Although it was created for the Civil War, Congress made the Medal of 
Honor a permanent decoration in 1863. 

http:/ /www.defenselink.mil/faq/pis/med _of_ honor.html -01/12/2001 
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Almost 3,400 men and one woman have received the award for heroic 
actions in the nation's battles since that time. · 

*Quoted from "Armed Forces Decorations and Awards," a publication of 
the American Forces Information Service. Copies of the pamphlet are 
available upon request (in print-format only), via the "DefenseLINK. 
Comment/Question Form" in the "Questions" section. 

http://www .defenselink.mil/faq/pis/med _of_ honor .html 01/12/2001 



In a few minutes, I will ask the Commander to read individual citations, detailing the 
extraordinary bravery of each one ofthe twenty-two Asian American soldiers -·some with us; 
some not- whom we recognize today with the highest military honor we can bestow: the Medal 
of Honor. These soldiers risked their lives, above and bey()nd the call of duty, to fight tyranny. 
and defend America in World War II. But they did more than defend America; they helped 
define America at its best, though they had seen America at its worst. · 

The review found, indeed, that some extraordinarily brave soldiers never did receive the honors 
they so clearly had earned. So today, America awards twenty-two soldiers the Medal of Honor-­
soldiers who .risked .theirlives, o.n their own initiative, .. sometimes against orders, to take out 
machine guns, to give aid to wounded soldiers, to draW' fire, to pinpoint the enemy, to protect 
their own men. People who can agree on nothing else all fall silent before that kind of courage. 

These American soldiers made an impact that soars beyond the bounds of any one battle ... they 
left a lasting imprint on the very meaning of America. They deserve - at the very least --
the very most we can bestow: the Medal of Honor. Commander, please read the citations. 

point:· putiing oneself at iisk, on one'i own initiative, 
sometimes against orders, to ·take. out big guns, or. give aid to 
fallen soldiers. Or drawing fire in one's own direction to 
enhance the safe~y of oth~rs. determining.the location of · 

. enemy·guns by exposingoneself_to draw their fire. 

(so many reason~ to wirt medal of honor; he covered them all 
(look above) . 

' in these cases, it is often not a test of equipment but courage. 

Isaiah here am I, send m.e. Isaiah 6:8 ~hen I heard the 
voice of the Lord_Eaying: :."Wh9m ~hall I send, and who·will gb 
for us? And I said. Here am I. Send me. 
conversation with Stockwell: 

note the oath people take '-- t,o defend against enemies 'foreign 
and domestic. upheld the constitutions by fightingtheenemy. 
of prejudice at home. 

the essrte~e of the award - at the risk of his or her lif~ above 
. and beyond the call of duty." 

what.does that. mean- it mearis if they had not done it, no one 
could have blamed them.··. It means no one· could have ordered them 
to do it. It means, iri some cases, they were ord~red NOT to do 
it, and they did so anyway. 
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There are a number of opinions about why it wasn't done. But 
there is only one 

Opinions are mixed about why,it wasn't done. 
unanimous that it should be done. 

Opinion is 

Our nations' highest honor in war; alongside the world's highest 
honor for peace. 

how many won the medal of honor - vs. how many served in .the 
United States Armed Forces. How much a distinction-is it: 
first: we have nothing higher. second 3,400 Americans have ben 
honored with them -

make a distinction for those who are here that day. 

May want to have a riff: 

"Today, on hbeh~lf ot eh United States Congress, I aw~red the 
medal fo Honor, our nations' highte military award, to : name 
them all ... 

"They were preapred to sacrifice everything for freedom, even 
though freedom's fulness was denied to them." 

"They were denied their nation's highest honor, but their deeds 
could not be denied.' 

defy fear and fatigue. 

corr~ct a historical oversight. . . . 

July 1, 1898. volunteer. 

some say he didn't get it because they didn't give it to 
volunteers. 

Others say because he circulated a public letter calling fqr 
American soldiers to be brought back from Cuba 

he led a group of volunteers; passed t:.he regular army, and many 
of the regulars fell in line under his leadership as he pressed 
the attack up Kettle Hill and then san juan hill. 
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22.officers and soldiers were awarded the medal of honor that 
day. 21 for exposing themselve~ to enemy fire. (if that's' 
the standard, he exceeded it) . 

he drove his volunteers through the ranks of the stall regular 
army unit, changed the course of the battle. 

two medal of honor winners recommended him for the honor for his 
actions that day. 

(he must have laughed at the bureaucratic judgment of courage.) 

The War Department never acted on the recommendation. 

lot of yellow fever. in cuba. mckinley didn't bring them home to 
not create an epidemic here. roosevelt circuiated a public. 
letter challenging that policy. the administrationn was 
embarrasseda nd relented-: · suggestion that the Sec of War 

can't ever be sure, but this theory sure fits the facts as we 
know them - Teddy taking on the powerful on behalf of powerless 
- using the power of democracy to throw a public spotlight of 
scrutiny·on the actions of the powerful. the guy who gave us 
the phrase malefactors of great wealth. 

109 others have won the Medal of Honor for their actions during 
their conflict. 

~oosevelt was so famous for his role he forced the homecoming of 
troops simply by calling for it. 

I knew exactly how to proceed. Now that's leadership- knowing 
exactly how to proceed - or saying you do. 

From 

The Battle of San Juan Hill by Teddy Roosevelt from his 
autobiography: 

He was leading his volunteers forward toward. ihe.San Juan 
H-eights, where Spaniards had a high position, and were shooting 
down on US troops. going forward, he finally ran into regular 
troops, who were stopped in position. the ninth cavalry. 
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"By the time I had reached the lines of regulars of the ~irst 
brigade, I had _c6me to· the conclu~ion that it was silly to stay 
in the valley firing at the hills, because that was really wehre 
we were most exposed, and tha~ the thing to do was to try to 
rush the intrenchments. Where I struck th~ regulars there was 
no one of superior rank to mine, and after asking why they did 
not charge, and beipg answered that they had no orders, I said I 
would give the order. there was naturally a little reluctance 
shown by the elderly officer in command -to accept my order, so I 
said, "Then let my men through, sir." and I marched through 
followed by my grinning men .. The younger officers and the 
enlisted men of the regulars jumped up and'joined us. I waved 
my hat'· and we went up the hill in the rush." 

at, the close of Spanish American war, US was a global power. 

Spain granted Cuban independence, cede~ Puerto Rico and Guam to 
the US,. and gave US title to the Philippirre.s for $20 m 

war reduced spain to a second class power; created an overseas 
US empire,_ but otherwise marked the end of US territorial 
expansion. 

Rough riders - a comment (and not a favorable one) on the 
quality_ of their horsemanship. REgiment was made of volunterre 
form all walks. of life and all classes of Americans. the outfit 
was considered to be unpolished and undiscliplined. mu;ch effot 
wa requir to refomr the rr into a qulaity fighting unit. 
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The Battle of San Juan Hill 

Title: The Battle of San Juan Hill 
Author: Theodore Roosevelt 
Date: 1898 
Source: America, Vol.10, pp.130-133 
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Colonel Roosevelt characteristically states here that he "had not enjoyed the Guasimas fight at all," 
probably because "only eight of the rough riders were killed and thirty-four wounded" out of the American 
loss of 1614 killed and wounded in thetrago camp~ ended July 15, 1898, with the capitulation of · 
Santiago. . 

http://www.sourcedocuments.com/ Ameri .. ./23c?f=templates&fn=documell:t-frame.htm&2. 01/12/2001 
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There was some close fighting, and we took a few prisoners. We also captured the Spanish 
provisions, and ate them that night with great relish .... Lieutenant Howze, of the regulars, an 
aide. of General Sumner's, brought me an order to halt where I was; he could not make up his 
mind to return until he had spent an hour or two with us under fire. The Spaniards attempted a 
counter-attack in the middle of the afternoon, but were driven back without effort, our men 
laughing and cheering as they rose to fire, because hitherto they had been assaulting breastworks 
or lying still under artillery fire, and they were glad to get a chance to shoot at the Spaniards in 
the open.' We lay on our arms that night and as we were drenched with sweat, and had no 
blankets save a few we took from the dead Spaniards, we found even the tropic night chilly 
before morning came. ' 

During the afternoon's fighting, while I was the highest officer at our immediate part of the 
front, Captains Boughton and Morton of the regular cavalry, .... came along the firing line to tell 
me that they had heard a rumor that we might fall back, and that they wished to record their 
emphatic protest against any such course. I did not believe that there was any truth in the rumor, 
for the Spaniards were utterly incapable of any effective counter-attack .... In my part of the line 
the advance was halted only because we received orders not to move forward, but to stay on the 
crest of the captured hill and hold it. · 

We are always told that three-o'clock-in-the-morning courage is the most desirable kind. Well, 
my men and the regulars of the cavalry had just that brand of courage. At about three o'clock in 
the morning after the first fight, shooting began in our front and there was an alarm of a Spanish 
advance. I was never more pleased than to see the way in which the hungry, tired, shabby men 
all jumped up and ran forward to the hill-crest, so as to be ready for the attack; which, however, 
did not come. As soon as the sun rose the Spaniards again opened upon us with artillery .... 

· Next day the fight turned into a siege; there were some stirring incidents; but for the inost part it 
was trench work A fortnight later Santiago surrendered. 
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San Juan Hill, hallie or . 

San Juan Hill, battle of (Cuba) On 1 July 1898, Major General Jacob Kent's 10,000 troops 
drove General Arsenio Lenares Pomba's 1,200 Spaniards from the ridges above Santiago. 
Lieutenant Colonel Theodore Roosevelt became a national hero for leading his Rough Riders up 
Kettle Hill. US losses: 124 killed, 817 wounded. Spanish losses: 358 killed, wounded. . 
Combined with the Spanish loss ofEl Caney, victory allowed US artillery to begin shelling the 
enemy fleet, which was then forced into the battle of Santiago Bay. 

Source: Thomas L. Purvis, A Dictionary of American History (Cambridge, Mass.: Blackwell Reference, 1995). 

Turn to Previous Page Turn to Next Page 

.. ./2139?f=templates&fn=document-frame.htm&q=%5Bs%5D%5Brank, 1 Q0%3A %5Bdomair0 1/12/2001 

.I 



~----------------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------- -

Document Page 1 of 1 

Turn to Previous Page Turn to Next Page 

Rough Riders 
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Source: Thomas L. Purvis, A Dictionary of American History (Cambridge, Mass.: Blackwell. Reference, 1995). 
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Spanish-American War 

Spanish-American War Americans became increasingly hostile to Spain because of the 
inhumane measures it used to fight Cuban rebels after 1895. When the USS Maine exploded at 
Havana in March 1898, public opinion held Spain responsible and demanded US aid for the 
rebels. On 20 April, Congress threatened hostilities unless Cuba received independence, which 
Spain refused, and on 22 April the US put Cuban ports under blockade. On 24 April, Spain 
declared war on the US, which reciprocated the next day. 

Spain, with 18,000,000 people, had 155,302 regular troops in Cuba, plus 41,518 Cuban 
loyalists, while the organized Cuban rebels numbered just 15,000. The US, with a population of 
70,000,000, expanded its regular army from 30,000 to 209,714 by June, including many 
National Guard units. The US Navy had 69 warships, and bought 67 additional ships within 90 
days, compared to. Spain's 49. 

US forces u er Major General William Sha~er ded unopposed in Cuba on 22 June .. · 
Shafter's victori . ane · apped Spanish'forces in Santiago, where 
Spam's Cul?an squadron lay bottled up by the US Navy until it was annihilated m the battle of 
Santiago Bay on 3 July. On 17 July, 24,000 enemy troops at Santiago surrendered to Shafter. 
On 25 July, Major General Nelson Miles invaded Puerto Rico, which fell with little resistance. 

From 21 April to 13 August 1898, the war effort mobilized 306,760 persons, including 280,564 
soldiers, 22,875 sailors, and 3,321 marines. The military sustained 4,108 casualties from 1 May 
to 31 August: 385 battle deaths (369 soldiers, 10 sailors, 6 marines), 2,061 non-combat deaths 
(soldiers only), 1,662 battle wounds (1,594 soldiers, 47 sailors, 21 marines). The war cost about 
$400,000,000. 

Soon after the fall of Santiago, Spain requested an armistice, which was signed on 12 August. 
By a peace treaty signed at Paris on 10 December (ratified by Congress on 6 February 1899), 
Spain granted Cuban independence, ceded Puerto Rico and Guam to the US, and gave the US 
title to the Philippines for $20,000,000. The war reduced Spain to a second-class power; it 
created an overseas US empire, but otherwise marked the end of major US territorial expansion. 

Source: Thomas L. Purvis, A Dictionary of American History (Cambridge, Mass.: Blackwell Reference, 1995). 
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