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. To: Department of the Army‘

Subject: Statement on the act
Aviation ‘:Batta‘lion, during 14

I was the commandlng

ions of Captain Ed Freeman, A Company, 229th

17 November, 1965

officer of B Company, 1st Battahon, 7th Cavalry, 1st

*Cavalry Division, during the }|ustor1L 14-17-November, 1965 battle at Landing Zone
X-Ray, the Ia Drang Valley, Repubhc of Vietnam. My company was the lead ‘

company in the battalion’s air
although badly outnumbered,
Vietnamese force bent on ove

One of the principal rea

assault into the Landing Zone on 14 November and

was able to hold off for the next three days a North
rrunning and destroying our entire battalion.

sons we were able to survive one of the fiercest battles

of the entire Vietnam War was the critical support provided by the aviators of A
Company and attachments of the 229th Aviation Battalion. In fact, if they had not
kept bringing in additional remforaements and resupplying us with water and

ammunition during the LI'ltlLal

first hours of the battle, I strongly doubt if we would

have survived. In addition, the voluntary evacuation of our wounded under
intense enemy fire that knocked out at least two of their helicopters and damaged a
number of others was an extraordinary act of bravery, probably unsurpassed from
my readings, by any other av:iation unit during the Vietnam War. A number of my

twenty-one men and the battal
being severely wounded, owe

ion’s who were evacuated during that first day after

their lives to the aviator’s heroic effort.

I was a first-hand witnei;s to some of these heroic acts by the 229th aviators,
and particularly to those of Major Bruce Crandall and Captain Ed Freeman. As I

understand it, they were the o
after the troop movement and
was so heavy that we infantry
had been virtually surrounded
Lefebvre who had. just landed

nes who volunteered to bring their flights into the LZ

during the first hours of the battle when enemy fire
men could not manuever and one of my platoon’s

I was personally pinned down near Captain Ray
with elements of his company and moved towards

the southwest part of the LZ v
overrun. My radio operator w

vhich the North Vietnamese were threatening to
as killed and Lefebvre was severely wounded in the

arm next to me from enemy machine gun and rifle fire that unrelentingly swept

the area. With help, I carried I
thereafter, Crandall and Freem
other wounded. I remember b
such enemy fire.

lefebvre back to the battalion CP area, and shortly
ans’ flights came in and evacuated him along with
eing astounded that any hehcopter could land under

Later that day, I called for water and ammunition which my company badly"
needed. Again, somehow, Captain Freeman’s flight brought it in giving a

tremendous boost to morale an

. position. In the early evening

d providing essential support for us to defend our
hours, the 229th flew in much needed

. reinforcements from a company of the 2nd Battalion, 7th Cavalry who deployed on

my right.




‘ The second day of the |

overran the LZ, we were able
two casualties out of thirty m
 and were quickly evacuated fi
the first day had slackened, h
Vietnamese gunners in the C
we could hear the fire directed

battle, after an early morning enemy attack that almost
to extract my cutoff platoon which had suffered twenty
en. A number of these had been seriously wounded
rom the LZ by the 229th. While the intense fire from
elicopters continued to be a prime target for the North
hu Pong foothills and jungle surrounding the LZ and

| at them as they flew in and out of the LZ. It was a

great relief to me and my company knowing that our wounded would get out and
back to medical facilities and lkept our morale high. We would need that for the
battle continued the next morning: when the North Vietnamese made one more

attack on the LZ. This attack

was largely beat off by another reinforcing company of

the 2nd Battalion, 7th Cavalry which had been ﬂown in the night before by the

229th.

I have the ]:ughest regard for. the 229th aviators and attachments who

supported us during the LZ X-
Captam Ed Freeman who con

-Ray battle. In particular, 1 consider the bravery of
tinually volunteered at the risk of his own life to bring

in supplies and evacuate wounded during the first day of one of the fiercest battles

of the war to be extraordinary

and far beyond the call of duty..

a—
ohn D. Herren, Colonel, (Retired) USA










Subject: Medal of Honor Recommendation for Major Ed W. Freeman
To Whom it May Concern:

The purposé of this letter is toprovide my strongest recommendation for the award of the
Medal of Honor to then Captain Ed W. Freeman for his many heroic flights into LZ X-
Ray on 14 November 1965. 1 was the 1/7th Battalion S4 on that day and personally went
into that landing zone on two ammunition runs. On the first flight, the helicopter I was in
was shot down in the LZ as we were departing. On the second flight, over an hour later,
the landing zone was just as hot as the first time. (See attached copy of my Silver Star
citation). 1know for a fact that Captain Freeman volunteered to make ammunition runs
before our first trip in and continued from then on, throughout the day. Every bit of
ammunition, water and medical supplies carried into X-Ray, with the exception of my
two flights, was carried in by Ereeman’s flight. I did not learn until later that he had
made 14 such flights into X-Ray but [ knew he had flown an awful lot because I was
sending tons of those items by|Chinook (CH-47s) into LZ Falcon, about five miles from
X-Ray and Freeman’s helicopters were carrying into X-Ray. I was told later by the
Battalion Commander that if that ammunition had not arrived when it did, they would
have run out and been over-run. That was the hottest landing zone I saw or heard of in
my 54 months in combat units{in Vietnam. Enemy troops were shooting at the
helicopters from within the LZ, from snipers in the trees, and from the tree lines. I could

not believe the Freeman helicopters could, or would, continue to fly into the LZ. 1don’t

think anyone asked them to make these flights. I know that no one in my shop did and
the first I knew they were underway was when the two I rode on showed up for ammo
sent by their Flight Commander. I went in with them because [ had to know first hand
what the units needs were. ‘

Freeman’s flights carried out all of the wounded from the LZ, except our two
flights, after the Division MedlEvac pilots refused to fly into the LZ because it was so
hot. There is little question that many of the seriously wounded would likely have died if
Freeman had followed their lead. Even after there was, in.my opinion, sufficient
amrmnunition and supplies in the LZ to meet the Battalion’s immediate needs, Freeman’s
flights continued based on the number of wounded still needing evacuation. He still took
in ammo, water and supplies o() each run and brought out wounded. ‘

By their last flight, I knew that my battalion in X-Ray would not be lost due to
lack of ammunition and I knew no wounded were waiting for help in the LZ.




Freeman’s flights were/not only among the most courageous and heroic ever
made but they were also probably the most critical flown in Vietnam. If he had not -
volunteered and made those almost epic flights, our unit would have been known for not
only having been annihilated at the Battle of the Little Bighorn by the Indians but also for
being anaihilated at the Battlejof LZ X-Ray by the North Vietnamese.

Freeman’s remarkable display of courage and caring, his ignoring of the almost
overwhelming threat to his lif¢ and the extreme danger that existed in going into an LZ
where others, without dishonor, refused to go, were the bravest acts I have ever seen.
There are hundreds of families who owe Ed Freeman more than they will ever know. He
certainly deserves and earned the Medal of Honor.

I have always wondered why Freeman was not recognized'.‘before. Now is not too
late. He is well deserving of the Medal of Honor.

Gordon Roganski
Then Captain  Infantry
S-4 -HHC 1st Bn 7th Cavalry
. Ist Cavalry Division (Airmobile)

Enclosure: Silver Star citation




DEPARTMENT QF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES ARMY VIETNAM
APQ San Francisco 96307

GENERAL ORDERS | 11 June 1966

NUMBER

1.

3653

" AWARD OF THE SILVER STAR

'TC 320. The following AWARD is announced,

ROZANSKI, GORDON P. 05307525 CAPTAIN INFANTRY United States Army
HHC, 1st Bn, 7th Cav, 3d Bde, lst Cav_ D1v (Airmobile), APO 96490

Awarded.

Silver. Star

Date action: 14 QOvember 1965 ‘?:‘ 4
Theater: Republic of Vietnam , o= S -
Reason: For gallantry in action: <Captain Rozansid distinguished him-

self on 1l November 1965 while serving as battalion S-4 Officer

"participdtlng in a resupply mission in the Ia Drang Valley,

Republic‘of Vietnam., A frlendly battalion became engaged in a
fierce bﬁttle with an estimated Viet Cong regiment and requested
immedlate supplies. At this time, Captain Rozanskl dauntlessly
volunteered to accompany the supplies to insure prompt and ef-
ficient Jelivery of the badly needed material. Upon landing in

an area, which was under intense hostile fire, Captain Rozanski,
reallzing it was essential for the supplies to be unloaded
quickly, Fepeatedly exposed himself to the direct fire to expedite
the unloading operation. As the helicopters were being unloaded,
Captain Rozanski, with complete disregard for his safety, crossed
the open &round of the landing zone and carried wounded personnel
back to the aircraft while receiving hostile fire. Upocn leaving
the landipg zone with the wounded, the helicopter in which Captain
Rozanski was riding was hit and forced to make an emergency =
landing. | Without hesitation, Captain Rozanski began transferring
the woundfd from his downed aircraft to another rescue helicopter
while repeatedly subjected to a heavy volume of Viet Cong fire,
Enroute to medical facilities, Captain Roszamsld applied life-
saving first aid to stop serious bleeding of one of his injured
comrades.| Upon arrival at the staging area, Captain Rozanski
quickly lpaded more ammnition end prepared to return to the
Operationfl area., After arrival at the landing zone, Captain
Rozanski again braved hostile fire while assisting in unloading
the ammnition and in loading six more critically wounded American
soldiers,| He then departed the unsecure area amidst withering
fire and again administered first aid to a badly wounded soldier.
Captain RPzanski's unlmpeachable valor.in close combat against

a numerically superior hostile force was in keeping with the
highest traditions of the military service and reflects great
credit upbn hfmself, his unit, and the United States Army,

Authority By diréctlon of the President under the provisions of the Act

of Congress, approved 9 July 1918,










" November 25, '1»996

" TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

SUBJECT: Helicopter Operations, 14 November 1965 - Landing Zone X-Ray, Republic of Vietnam

“This letter represents an eyewitness alcount of the actions of--Captain Ed Freeman while serving as Assrs-

tant Flight Leader of sixteen UH- 1D Hehcopters airlifting 1% Battalion, 7" Cavalry (1/7 Cavalry) into
Landing Zone X-Ray in the Ia Drang Valley, Republic of Viet Nam. S

Captain Freeman is to be recognized |for conspicuous bravery and exemplary leadership of his platoon of
four aircraft throughout the conduct of an air assault mission on November 14, 1965 into Landing Zone X-

: Ray His Platoon was the second flight of four in a formation of sixteen aircraft. Landings were made in

two groups of four aircraft as the LZ|accommodated only eight aircraft. The first sorties into the landing
zone were relatively uneventful. However, commencing with the fourth sorntie, the aircraft began encoun-
tering enemy ground fire that increased in intensity with every successive lift. On subsequent lifts, enemy
ground fire began taking its toll of aircraft. A number of air crew members also sustained wounds as the
greater enemy force closed around the American troops .into the proximity of the LZ. As the battle devel-
oped, the enemy threat escalated and the security of the landing zone was threatened. Often upon landing,
enemy gunners were often only a few meters from the aircraft and able to deliver fire on the airships at
point blank.

“Upon returning to the refueling area-a

Throughout the battle Captain Freema

of a superior enemy force. Captain E
crews onward to continue the mission,
crews being tested for the first time in

n led by example, exhorting his crews to continue support in the face
‘reeman demonstrated exemplary leadership skills in rallying his air.
In the face of insurmountable enemy odds, he successfully led flight
combat. Captain Freeman’s calm demeanor and his firm leadership

under these trying conditions were instrumental in gaining-the confidence of his subordinates. His personal

courage, an undaunted ability to perfi
mission were all a source of inspirati
rallied and followed him throughout u
increasing enemy threat. The flight w;

mission of ammunition and water to L
and realizing the critical condition of
pany another ship on the mission. He
livering critically needed ammunition.
least thirty wounded infantrymen from

orm fearlessly under fire, coupled with a stalwart commitment to the
)n to his assigned crews. The air crews hailed his call and willingly
ntil the mission was called off by the ground commander due to the -
as dlrected to return to 1aager at Plei Me

t Plei Me, Captain Freeman was advised of an emergency re-supply
Z X-Ray. Fully knowledgeable of the conditions at the landing zone
the infantry unit, Captain Freeman willingly volunteered to accom-
subsequently performed fourteen re-supply lifts into LZ X-Ray, de-
medical supplies and water to the infantry unit and evacuating at .
the battlefield.
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Captain Freeman performed the re-ésup ply mission of critically needed -ammunition, medical supplies and
water under the most challenging conditions as flight conditions deteriorated in the battle area. The landing
zone was obscured from the massive artillery strikes and air bombardment around the landing zone which

reduced daylight visibility. His expert alirmanship and extensive flight experience contributed immensely to

the success of his mission. Again he performed extraordinary feats of bravery, executing high speed ap-

proaches to the landing zone to mitigat

e the effects of the enemy fire and landed with precision at the de-

termined position in the landing zon@a. Disregarding his own personal safety and at great risk to his life, he
remained stationery on the ground as the ammunition was off-loaded and wounded soldiers were placed in

the aircraft. ‘Again on these flights, his

aircraft became the target of enemy gunners, often at point blank.

Soldiers loading the wounded were themselves wounded or killed. His aircraft recoiled from the strikes of

enemy rounds.

His heroic and conspicuous actions wer
to the intensity of the enemy fire. One
loaded. The second aborted when it wa

e undertaken after a pair of Divisio:niMed-Evac aircraft aborted due
of the medical aircraft had landed but departed before it was fully
s struck by enemy fire on approach. Conditions deteriorated to the

extent that it was doubtful whether any aircraft could possibly complete the mission. Captain Freeman met
n with distinction. &*Captm’n Freeman’s emergency

the challenge and performed the missia
sorties evacuating soldiers from the ba
tial.

Throughout the entire mission, Captair
forces, disregarding danger to himself.

tlefield were night missions, further hazarding their success poten-

1 Freeman demonstrated his commitment in support of the ground

On this mission, his dedication-was unquestionable and his tenacity

undaunted. His air support determination served as an inspiration to the friendly forces on the ground and

undoubtedly contributed to the survival

Captain Freeman’s gallant performance
the military forces of the United States

potential of the besieged infantrymen and the wouﬁded soldiers.

in the face of hostile fire is in keeping with the hiéh‘est standards bf
and reflect great credit upon himself, his unit and the United States

- Army. Because of his untiring efforts on that day, his unwavering commitment to the mission, his demon-

strated unselfishness, the courageous and repeated flights into the LZ in the face-of enemy fire at the risk of
losing his own life, Captain Freeman stiould be awarded our Nation's highest military award for heroism.

I submit this statement volunta.rily,:' as

eyewitness to Captain Freeman's actions on November 14, 1965.

On this date, T was assigned to fly'in the same aircraft as a pilot (then CW2) accompanying Captain Ed
Freeman on each and every one of thé flight sorties identified on this statement. I certify that the events
documented herein are complete and agcurate to the best of my knowledge.

Rz
RANCISCO G. NO . :
MAJOR, USA (Retired)
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12-01-96
Valentmo Panzitta

|

Subject: Recommendation for Award

1. Recommend approval for awaxd of the CONGESSIONAL MEDAL OF HONOR to ED W.
FREEMAN, CAPTAIN 428-42-5838.

2. Captain Freeman was a memhLer of the Aviation task force supportmg 1st Bn., 7th Cav.
Reg., during operations conducted in and around Landing Zone (LZ), X Ray. This force was
engaged in combat and surrounded on three sides before all 1/7 combat troops were airlifted
into LZ X Ray. The untenable. de'ad]y situation caused the ground force commander to
discontinue landing further trooﬂs since they were bemg wounded and killed as they tried to
depart the landing aircraft.

3. Captain Freeman volun‘reered to fly almost certain risk of life and desperately needed
flights into the killing zone of LZ X Ray, even after the ground commander had decided to
discontinue landing of troops and material. The undersigned was an eyewitness to these
repeated acts of extraordinary heroism during the entire period of the operation. Time and
. time again he risked his life with labandon in order to deliver desperately needed
ammunition, medical supplies, and food and water while some 1000 enemy were pouring
onto the only available landing zdne for the operation, Additionally, he rescued gravely
wounded troops from the battlefield and flew them to much needed attention in medical
facilities close to the combat area. He risked his life on flight after flight into 1.Z X Ray,
exchanged aircraft whenever his was badly shot and damaged, and continued on with ‘the
desperate mission of supporting|the 1/7 Cayv. in an all out effort to save a potentially bad
situation.

4. This eyew1tness observed Captam Freeman makmg at leaqf 14-16 ﬂlghts into and out of
LZ X Ray, performmg support. and rescue missions during a deadly and most critical
situation. These missions involved rescue of downed fellow crewman, resupply of badly -
needed ammunition, food, medxcal supplies, as well as medical:evacuation under the most
mtense enemy ﬁre :

5. His extraordinary heroism, personal bravery, and qelf-sacnﬁce clearly dlstmm.ushed him.
" above and beyond other sold.lers and the call of duty. More importantly, his actions in great
measure were responsible for saving the day for the 1st Bn. 7 t.h Cav and helped turn a
potential disaster into a great vxctory atLZ X Ray.

VALENTINO PANZIT TA
WM Mb{,m-e

LTC, USA, (RET )
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To Whom It May Concemn:

I support the recommendation that Major Ed W. Freéman, USA (Rétirﬁed)_ be recon-
sidered for the nation’s highest award for heroism in combat: The Medal of Honor. ‘

1 am of the opinion that the heroic actions of (then) Captain Ed Freeman, 229™
Assault Helicopter Battalion, 1* Cavalry Division (Airmobile), while actively participating
as a UHI1D troop lift helicopter aircraft commander and flight leader at Landing-Zone X-Ray,
on 14 Nov 65 in the central highlands of (then) the Republic of Vietnam, along with one or
two other co-volunteers, more‘than satisfy the criteria for this distinction.

I was there as an active participant, fully cognizant of the situation, condition, and fury of
that violent battle. In addition, while researching to writing a proposed book on actual troop lift
helicopter warfare at X-Ray, I haye since 1988 amassed a decade’s worth of historical material
from archives, libraries, after action reports, and remembrances of over 100 other X-Ray active
battle participants. This letter is but a précis of a rather voluminous Memorandum for Record of ’

. over 50 pages of referenced historical documented helicopter crew events that took place at the
X-Ray battlefield. [Memo will be provided for review upon request.] Based on this, I can
~vouch for the validity of Ed Fréennan’s reported actions. To me, the facts speak for themselves.

I was a flight leader at this battle. Ilost 2 of my 4 aircraft due to enemy weapons fire. Ed
Freeman not only knew this, but he also knew that within 60 minutes after the battle had turned
violent at 14:30, that 1 out of 3 of|the 16 original troop lift helicopters had been downed due to
combat action; and, that an Air Farce A1-E aircraft had been shot- down in flames over the battle-
field. Yet, he still volunteered-at risk of life to fly several emergency flights carrying in urgently
needed ammunition and carrying out critically wounded soldiers.

[ find that Ed Freeman then made several landings in X-Ray, with a few being made

during the “14:30-16:30 period” remembered by the battlefield commander in his 7 August 1996
Memorandum as “the critical period.” US troops were then being put under siege by an almost
overwhelming enemy force that was seriously threatening to over-run the Ameérican position and
annihilate all there then contained|in a small perimeter being penetrated by aggressive enemy
attacks. Yet, Ed Freeman knew that aircraft were being shot at, shot up, and shot down; that

* Americans were being killed on the helicopters and upon exiting and boarding them; that an Air
Force Al-E had been forced to crash; that smoke and dust nearly obscured the landing site; that
enemy. fire and mortars could and did reach into the battlefield; and, that the enemy practically
had surrounded the force in X-Ray. He also knew that medivac helicopters had:refused to land
on the battlefield to evacuate the many, many wounded then needing immediate medical
attention in order to survive. Regardless of all this, Ed Freeman still volunteered at risk of life.




Lo

I find that Ed Freeman was not required by duty to exceed his assigned task, yet he
“freely chose to run the gauntlet of enemy fire time after time” as cited by the battlefield
commander in his 9 Dec 65 Operations After Action Report; and, as written in his book [p106.
Moore & Galloway. We Were Soldiers Once..1992]: that “I [the battlefield commander]
asked...aircrews ...for the last measure of devotion, for service far beyond the limits of
duty and mission, and they came through as I knew they would.” He states, in a letter
written 7 August 1996 on “Huey” Support X-Ray Battle Nov 14-16, 1965 that “three things
happened: (1) sorely needed.. .ellements of my battalion...brought in to secure the small
2-chopper emergency LZ; (2) all...wounded were evacuated, some of whom would very likely
have died in X-Ray; and, (3) my|understrength battalion was resupplied with water AND ammo.
We were fighting three enemy battalions...had it not been for...Hueys supporting us, we
would have gone down for lack of ammeo...”

And, I also find that Ed Freeman, while freely choosing to go beyond his duty require-

ment — that of flight leader and aircraft commander during the 16-hour day -- accomplished these
“gallant actions: (1) he evacuated at least 22 to 30 (perhaps more) critically wounded soldiers
from right off the battlefield; and (2) as documented in General Orders No. 847, of 23 Mar 66,
“he completed 14 landings on medical evacuation and resupply missions under intense enemy
fire.” Three of these 14 landings, perhaps more, were made under the most dangerous. of condi-
tions. They occurred when the enemy, having penetrated the perimeter, was seriously threatening
to over-run and annihilate the X-Ray force. They also occurred at a time when Ed Freeman
found that not only did he have to land his own aircraft witl}in range of direct enemy weapons
and mortar fire; but, that he also had to fly right under friendly artillery being fired over the
~ battlefield to explode on the enerhy at the edge the perimeter within which he had to land his
aircraft . Ed Freeman also flew at least three or more extremely hazardous sorties after dark.
There was no moon, no horizon to be seen, the battlefield was shrouded with black dust and
smoke, over-head aerial flares cast an eerie undulating glow over the jungle surface, the enemy
occupied the high ground over the battlefield, artillery blasts speckled the area with explosions of
- light, and the enemy was in force all about the battlefield perimeter with the battle still raging.

Thus, it is my opinion that (then) Captain Ed Freeman deserves to be reconsidered for
recognition under the terms of the National Defense Authorization Act of FY1996:S.1124
Subtitle C. Section 526, dated 22|January 1996, for risking his own life not only once, but on
several occasions to directly save|the lives of at least 30 wounded Americans, and to indirectly
save the lives of over 500 infantrymen in battle by providing the critical ammunition they needed
to prevent being over-run by an almost overwhelming enemy attempting to annihilate them. I
~ can vouch for the heroic actions Ed Freeman performed that, in my opinion, more than satisfy the

criteria for The Medal of Honor :

Vo ORI Y

Paul P. Winkel, Jr. Colonel, USAKRet)
formerly, 229"™ Astl Hel Bn, 1*
LZ X-Ray Active Battle Participy
Research Historian










1ST CLVLLRY DIVISION (4LIRMCBILE)
LFQ San Francisco 96490

GENERAL OHDERS o
NUMEER a1 | B N 23 Mareh 1966

4W.RD OF TEE DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS

1. TC 320! The following AWARD is announced.

FREBMLN, ED W. 01884148 CAPTAIN CORPS OF ENGINEERS United States Ammy
Aviation Compeny, Tth Special Forces, lst Special Forces Group, 229th
Assault Helicopter Battalion : '

Awarded: Distinguished Flying Cross
Data action:t |14 November 1965 '

. Theater: Repi?blic of Vietnan
Reason: For heroism while participating in aerial flight. On 14 Nov-

- . ember 1965, Ceptain Freeman distinguished himself wvhile serving
as hircraft Commander and Lssigtant Flight Leader of 24 UH-1D
heliéi:optars in the battle of the Ia Drang Valley, Republic of
Vietnam, Captain Freeman's mission was to airlift the lst Bai-
talién, Tth Cavalry, lat Cavalry Division into Landing Zone

o ‘ "X-Ré.y“. On approach Captain Freeman was adviged that the
. o : . landing zons was under intense enemy firs. Realizing the se-
riousnesa of the situation and the possibility of the landing
zone|baing overrun, Ceptain Freeman, exercising forveful leader-
. abip, lad his platoon through the hostile firs into Landing Zone
* - "X-Ray", Uron retum to the staging area, a reoquest was receive
’ from| the infantry battalion commnder for ammunition Tesupply an
evactation of seriously wounded personnel. During the first
" lending, heavy fire was rsceived and the aviators wers visibly
- shakeén and reluctant to retum to the landing zone., Captain
P o : ‘Freellnan, .realizing the serious needs of the infantry, immediatel -
: : o A“’l“Fteemd for the bazardous mission. He successfully landed
. : - . despite the increasingly heavy fire directed at his aircraft.
; . L Displh.aying extreme gtability and bravery, Captain Freeman re-
f ) ‘ma.ihled on the ground even though several men were kdlled in the
! process of loading the wounded aboard his aircraft., Captain
Freepan's unselfish and hervic acts at the risk of his life
grea.ltly aided the units on the ground, Captain Freeman faced
" the Idevasta.ting fires of the enemy again and again until he bad
_ landed in Landing Zone "X-Ray" 14 timea on ammunition resupply.
! and |:r:adica.l evacuation missions. His actions contributed im-
‘measurably to the victorious outcoms of the battle. Captain
Freemmn's courage in the face of hostile fire was in keeping
" with the highest traditions of the military service and reflect:
: oredit upon himself and the United States Army.
Autbority: By direction of the Preasident, under the provisions of the A.
‘ . of Congress, Lpproved 2 July 1962.
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. 10T CLVeiRY DIVISIui (IALLILG) :
" LX) Sra‘rrencisco, Celif.rpia 96490 .

1~

FOD ==t vr srmm dieee gy 9 Doounlar 1965

< LA e s T Y LU . |
SUBJCTs  Lfter ictin Rap-rt, -LI Bilk Valley usarition 15t lettelicn,
Tth Cavalry 14 - 16 wvomber;1965 Fo :/ﬂn/n Pruee M//

ke, Pty adiy T g g
T+ Gomending Officer . Lol /7’/”“ . ly
~L 3¢ Irignde " ,‘( e A. -Aw»7 %

! e 18t Cevalry Division (.;i.z-n\bilo) ?,‘4»4 ‘
o «FU US Furoes 96490 - L . Vé“‘"‘
1’ AM? A d
R S : . -y m
' . - I, Laitds . . JA‘“‘LW
- %oz gy - e s
Rt ?_ .T o« ¥ L i &ﬁ, ‘
. During this cjeretic.., I wvas the Cenonnding Officor of tho 1st
Battaliza, Tth Cavulry, un 23 ilevazler 1965, I wves >rou ted sac tursed .
ver tho ltzttali.n tu ny successur. ° g :
IT. Z.ChGRULKD: ‘
. .‘»- 1]

«s v 10 bovanler the Lettelion imved from the basu ‘6.17. at
hho, cuordimrites 476476, Ly (V-2 to a forwanl cirstri; and rseeitly
iru.r-. south ¢f sleiku, coordinntes 4.199340. Frou thore, ell comjsnies
ere shuttled tho siww oy ty Un-1b aate o soarci an: cestr.y ojeratica
Wi £o Crof te tho wast of Plui lie, vicinity cuordanates w2007 tu L7606,
. Yo c.niiuetor. soturatin retrelling theewh tho 12th with light cuntast -
" ¥y only C.oony <. Wo also cunuuctel & civic ~oticn ITeETn 8y, Llyding
x.llodicglvcid an’ USOu fuol tr icntagnere villzge, jo,ulaticn 200, o
QurAingt .8 L.237073. Un tno 42th, the «saistant Divisicn Cowrander - 4,
‘rliuri.u; A visit to the Littalicn, indicutars tc tho brigjale Quurennler .- v
that he hail ac «tjection tc tho latter sending a Lattali--n into the
Z. DRI Valley. Tuis wo tuck cs cn alert anl borsn o mop study. un
13 suventer, tho attelion va3 mved ©n uTi .ade ordors.tu a now srua of

. g £ o0eratiuns suuth ond scuthwest of }lei ho. Unce ag2in scturation
o L o = 2 :Ftr\.llinc ves ¢ nlucte” out of ccupany besos thocughout tho day with
. B A - M ceatact. Comany B wis =irlifts. aftor 1500 hours intc tho brigede

Ce exer a5 socurity, an’: fir en imrucicte rencticn foreo under Brigade
cevatril. 4t closed intc .0sition by 1800 huurs.

b

2. at erirexitiitely 1700 hours, tho brigade Cuumunder and
llvisited the Copeny &« Cr south of Plei ho. ‘During the visit, the
Brijade Corraznder G2ve fw orders tu oxeccute zn assrult by hoeliccpter
aate trhe L. DHosl Volloy, north of CdV 1uilG teuntnin early tho noxt
qraing with a missaon cf o a“ucting soarch and custrey clrezctivas
] tavcuish the 15th. Tue arcx of opoi-ticas wea jcinted out ca tho oup

d ho iafirnod o thit we would bo suparted froo Lé rh.iOuli, cuord-
iﬁ:‘;t..a 4023032, Ly twe tatteries of 10500 aowitzer artillery ~ ¢ne cf
. _Wildeh woult Lo moves ty nir frow raol b early on tho 14th jriur t. cur
agsault,

o s e

C. 1 roturnud tc my Cf noas Plai ng; forculrtec a tontative
| plap; iccued instructicns to Iy steff; pricured furttor dotails fron
| ., 3 erifene acedquariers mnt toe supruitiag heliceptor unitvy cnd issued.
H . & wernine order te iy unit cvtzznlers, stuff, ané sugzorting olemants.

TN

14

2%

By| 2200 hours, 13 bovonlor, &ll preperctions had teen eceor;-lished waich :;
“ere [088iblu without on rctusl air feconnsissanca. Jrranjocents in- i

]
! ' | cluded an 2-rly ‘merning rirlifc of Cunpany 5 back ,to PAZI hos éiractions
| To|the ecimienders of .. ang C Cerjcnice tu concentrmto their olecoats ot °

L ' : - | o
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Ctazt NeltY and Yulhos could beth jrolably eecomucédrte

*1;" . .: ~ ‘ -
first| 24,4t in’ tho lrraust pickeup zcoo(s) in their rospective s.ctors)
¥ anf plans for a first light air racca by 21l koy owupandars an’ strff

“officars. 4 time uf 0830 bcurs wea sot for issunnco at uy Cs oi the .
" opurotion crare : .

e '
A Y

| "De «t this timo, the "fighting" strength cf my lettered companies -
"as thoy weat into tha oporatiun wus ms fullowss :

FUlis Cun i TiTu 1V UPEL MIN

oo i s s s 164
C 3 5 4 6 164
Co C 6 106 6 164
€o D 4 - 7 5 118

The shortapus vere prionrily “ue to malerim an'. TS discharges.

Zoch cumpany elso he'. 3 - 5 men at lcse camp at an Khe as punrs, sick, .
etninistrative rotenticn, an' b so camp aren develormaent workors.

III. OPSLTIOES OK 14 YOV-rhoR3
ae  THy IR WLCWT i) HSULISS

(1) 14 ticvonber davne! biight ant clozr. Shortly ofter
first |light at 0630 hours, Cunpany B w.s roturnoi to tattalicn ccntrol
et slei le an bojmn making finpl rreparctions for its rulo &8 the
gmsnu.}t company. The Chinouks vhich ha. carrie2 B Ccmpany teck were
‘S mencing to muve Dattery'a, 18t battalicn, 218t .rtillery tu ud
PACUL a8 plannod. The oir rec.n perty ha’ -assemblei anld aftor &
trief [oricatcticn on the yurposu ¢f tho recun, flizht route, an! itoms
te ook fir, wo tuok off in twy, UH-1D's escurted by two gun ships.

2.6 fiight route is shown on thu zttiche? skatch (fab u)e WO mace one
suuth|to north ;258 zt about 4500 feet ectucly flow north past Due Co,
cuurcinstes Y.845255, crlitec five minutos, then flew south gonerally
over tho snto route zni ot tho scme altitule, an! recurned to rlei he.
Tuo pir recen perty included. tho wettzlisn Coumancer; S$-3; Hattzlicn
«rtillery uiaison VUf.icerj Cumncnding Officar, Bettery L, 18t Haticlion,
21st .rtillery; Crmaniing Ufficer B Ceppany (uosault Conpany); Scout
"woctica Loador, Troop C, 18t Squcdron, 9th Cavilry; and tho Commanding
Officer, Cempeny 4, 229th issault colicupter Battalicn (ava o, Tth
5pecidl Porces, 1st dpecaal rorous ({roup)-

(2) Durin; tie air roc n, sover:l uion aracs woro seloot-.
ei ly Lerlors of the reccn rarty as pessille leming zunes in ant around
the La D:4i6 Velley. Upon roturn frem the recon at alcut 0815 hours,
we recvivod o written Frzp Urder frup Yriuadio vhich specificelly de-
firéd \tae arcz of operntizns. The ares is shown on the attcochud map
(Yed =). I then reccived ccrwonts £s to the Lo to be usod. 'Three
possililities fell out of this discussion = Li's TG0, x-RuY, and
Y3iEll (500 Pab B). T.JiG0 was discerdsd as tho rracery lZ for veing
ti?tight, 0.g. a "well® - ty;e L& with tall trecs ercund it, and fur
teing |te soall - cu,acity of throe to four Ul-1D's. It wos agrood

‘ [ cight Us-1D's
et :-'59' 1rnding. S 1 tentitively cocidod on Lo A-RY :snd irupared tc issue

© W 0jerctivn crder lesad on thet solecticn. Concurrontly L dispctchad

the Civalry Scout wecticn for = low-level fligit up tid I LillG Valley
erve. ¥ gnin oteilet inform .ticn on A=RY » Yalils, the surrounding

terrian, cad te louk fur signs of onery activity. Thu Cuvalry ocction
vorwnud in iiprexicately 40 cinutos with tho inforo:tin that Yihasd

2
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' wad spotted with high stumps and would be difficult to use as a land- 5
""" ing'zone. “%ue Cavalry Seotion.confirmed that 12 x-Ru) could take eight :

to ten Uh-1D's at one tine. lo 8igns of enemy aotivity were detocted
around X-luY, and tho Cavalry Section was not fired on during its low=
level recon. -Several trails were picked up and their locations were
noteds The Cavalry bection also raeported seeing cowmo wire opm a trail
north of X-RuY which led east and west. ifo trails led through Lz X-RAY.
1 onde my decision to land at a-RY with TiNGU and YAlii_s as alternates

" to be used only on oy order. I then issued an oral operation order.

Hoduced tec writing, it is attiched at Tabd C. Present to hoar the order i

were all-gy Company Commanders; the ‘battalion staff and special staff} 'l
the 1lift Com;any Commander and his iimison Uffiocer to the battalion, '
the Cavalry Scout Seotion Leader; OV, battery a, 1at pattaliun, 21st

" artillery; and the 3rd Erigade $-3. ‘fhe lrigade Commander arrived durs -

ing tue issuance of the order and was separately triaefed shortly ‘,I
theroafter. It was then reported to me that the two artillery batteries ;
wero i position, and 1 sot & time of 1030 hours for the assault land= .

4ng with tho 20 minute tubo artiilery preparation to be timed to be

-'comploted at E-uour minus ono minute. The 4 and C Cumpany Coumanders L '

vero thea flown back to ‘their companies. The B Company Coumander
‘roturnod to his unit on tho Plui ko airstrip on a mechanical mile.

" Tho timo wes a;moximatoly 0915 hours. 411 ncooseary proparations had T

* Forwerd ,dr Contrcller. 1 had plecod thon thor: during tho assault

e

either been completed or were nearing completion. lic probloms had )
bean raisad. L 4"

B. Tl INTTT.L oS3.UDT:

. . Duu to last minuto positioning of the artillery picoue
caused by eir rovumant delays, the projaratory fires cid not begin !I
until 1017 hours. 1 was in tho lead aireraft end had a good viaw : !
of theso firos. - They. woro precisely whore ruquired, -and ‘boautifully . :
ti1.0d with the landing of load olomonts of tho assuult company. Fires
woro concontrated principall’ around thu laading zono, in the troes '
and ‘high grass, .a:.@ on a finger and in a éraw londing down frum the !

"high ground northwost of A-RiY. Tho aoriel rrtillery camu in on tho

heols of the tube extilloxy firos end workcd over tho aros for 30 soconds
oxpundi.g half thoir loads - then wont into a norrby rnir orbvit ) o
on calle Tho lift tcttalion gun ships took up tho fires and waro |
immedistoly shozi of tho Ud-1D'g. 48 we c:me in for the assault land-

ing ell fuor guwiners firod inte tho treos 'nd high grass. W lendod
2nd rea frun tho landing zono into tho troes firing our M-16's mt
lizely onumy positions. by commend group cunsistod of wmysalf, tho I
bettrliun Sergoant knjor, tho Batczlion Y-2, my twe radio oporators, ‘
ed A Viotniose netionsl, sant down by irigedo, hr. ik - & *ontagnord :

whio evuld sperk guod wnglish. In oy commaad chopper orbitting botwoen
£lei ke :nd ovor tho L. w:uliG Yellor woro wy 5-3, artiller, Liaison
Ufficer, and Lirison ufficer from the holicopter lift couw any, cnd oy

for bust oxecution of their cutios, for & communications rolsy, ond
for an sir OP. un thy ground wo received no onomy firo rnd mdo no
centict uwpon lrnding. The terredn ves flot end ccnsistod of scrud
trocs up tu 100 foot high; thick olephrnt gross verying in hoight from
ons fuot tu five foot; end ant hills. thruvghout tho crea up to uvight
foot high with thick hrush end olophnnt greass on an: around then.
«lung the wustor. odgo of the Lz, tho troos and griss -.ory cspceiclly
tuick (n2 oxconded off into tha Jungle on thu foothills of thu moun-
tain. Jhotogrnphs of tho rroe arc.at Tebs D and S. Those photos wore

< tuken Sovorrl days after the rcticn . ended lwnce tho ar.c is less i
“*folistod than on 14 sovaLbor Wien,wo went in. “ho 16 Ui-1D's returnod

to thu Ploi lio arer to pick up tho remcindor of Compzny B and a port- _
ion of the next cumpeny to bo bruught in - Compuny .. Thus bugan the o I
Procoss of shuttling tho bettalion. into the eroa cf operctions. The
tigo of tho assault wes yrocisoly 1048 hours. . ’

- Co SN G UP ud LNDLIb shs o000 TILTL Cuudalas . 1
(1) In complirnce with ny instructions, tho b ¢ompw
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_cgzlm-.ndor sucured tho laniing z<¢no by having one cf his rmtuun load- |
‘ dispntch his squads into differant arees, 50 to 100 motors off
;m landing —one tu reccanoitar, while he reteined the balanoo of his
‘oonlw concealed in o clwap of trees end high gress nosr the centar
G(|tho 1% crer. as wn cffensivo striking furce. it ajproximately 1120
"bcuz‘l. ono of tha raocon squads tock o prisumor. 1 immeaintoly tcok
;RY|S=2 and the Yictnuoese, iT. itik, an.. wont to tho location and quoSe-
_¢ionéd hic. io was ungruud, drassed in cirty khuki shirt ont trousaers
‘with a sarial number c¢a ono cf the shiirt opaulets, anc ccrriod an empty
‘oantean. ho stated that ho hod ozteca valy bananas frT five days, o
t.‘u'xt taurv wero throe battalicns cn thu wounatain zbuve us whe wanted
very mick to kill wooricans but hod boon unable to find thom. ao
- sthtod that hu was in tha lorth Vietn:misu army. Thu i Company
Canl_‘_nder wis carsctad to intonsify his rocuan.desanco in tho nrue
vhm:o tho priscoor hcd been tuken \nucr tha mountein), and tu ,ro.are ¢
"o/ asBune tnv U Company mission of scarching the lower jortian of
the countain aroa vith omphasis on thu finger ead driw tu thu north-
mmt. lyy corzund choppor was called in end tho prisoner wes tukon
hn.ck immodiately for intorrogation at tho Brigado CP. By taan, 1210
hours, suffacient ulowonts of Coumpany & had landed (\unopposod) to
take uver tho Lu security mission fronm Cudpany B. .lso olewunts of
thd rocunncitering platccn of o Cuppany hod mece cont.ct with
seqttcrod vnonw: riflcren nocr the mountcin. Tho » Cumpany Comuendcr was
orderod t. assune thu C Company sacrching missionj to movo up the

fingor locding down towards X-23 en’. t: devolop tho situction. B
Conjeny movaed out, cnd I dirootod the cozmendor of - Ciopany to proparo

to| vy up into tho seno zroa on ordor whon Ceopeny C had arrived in
A=y -in sufficiont strength tv tako ovar L% socurity. «t thzt tiia, 1230
hcurs vo wora tuking no fire ia the lu. cround 1245 hours, lend ole- -
conts of Compeny”d bugen t ongcge in a firo fight of modorito in-
tunsity. Shertly afterwurds ot appruximstaly 1330 h.urs, Couianding
Ufficor, Cowgany B ropurt.d that ho wes boing att:.oxod hoavily by at
lozst two cunopanies of onowy and that his right plntcon was in denger
of | voing surroundod cni cut off fren thu rost of tic coupany by a
nulmricr.ll,y suparivr forco. Tho fira fight bocamo intonse. ..lsv a
fov rounCa cof 60 cnd B1 o portar firo tegra falling in the li and on
b Comznye B Compeny alsc roceived scox: rocket firu.

(2) ohocrtly cfter tho hoavy firo fight bognn, the lcst

Platuun of & Company and the Cumpeny Comunder ani loud oldoents of
c C upeny l'nded. Tho Commailing Uflicer, Compcny 4 was crderad tu
LL)YO his e.ngeny up ca tho loft of b Cuwypenys to vstablisn jiysichl

.'.t..'ct with it; ¢. .rctect thu b Uiwpeny left flonk; ond to sond
a9 pletien up tu & Coupeny to assist » Czupzny in gotting to the
b ?vw yletin wuich wzs 1 dinger of buing cut off. Thc Conuend-
mg Ufficer, Cumjcny C wis crdorud to toka up - Llocking pesiti.n off
tnd 1 néing z:no t. the s:uth and siuthwast to jravent the L from
being cverrun freo thet dircetica, mne to givo nrutecticn te 4 G B.any'e
loft flaonk. I called thu -3 1n th. ccrmend chcp, or and told him to
havo ry Ferwer? air Contx. llor iring irn oir strikes bogi..:ing un thu
lowar fringe of tho rxuntain £oothills end woerk cver tho tcuntcin end
cneLy approechos t. tho 13 freo tho west and e:uth in thut priveity.
Tho scno instructions were ta be givoa tc¢ the .R. and tc tho ertillory.
L‘&'iiority .f firos.wero t0 gc t¢ firo misoicns and quu..ats froo
col"p..nms. W.on not firing in res;anse t. ¢ spocific roqucst, firos :
very ti.bo peured jun as dirccted abr.ve. Tho Cumpany Cormancors,

£ Twers cbservars, tha furward cir cuntrellor, cnd the artillery -
hi.l..:.swx ‘afficor woro all hevang-difficulty getting c.crdinated as to
tio lucativns of tho ferward olcoents of the ccmpenias. 1Thors woro o
ns|well-Cofinod torridin fecturcs td holp and the scrub ond trees all
luokcd eliko. Tiio air wes huavy with sriko snd dust. B Conopany had o

furu urvbl.ous than any othor compry since it hed wno platoon scper-
r.t.i:d frcw the rest of tha cempany in the junglo, ané cuuld nuvt proci-
so}y pin o int its lue ticn fur purpvsos ¢f closo-in firo supp: rt.

Tho pletion wes in a weving fir.-fight ogainat e forco »f 75-100 onemys

n, (l'

Tho foct that. tuis plat.on was fzrward of B ané .. Companios dolayod
. s : :
4
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:4"'.'1{7’&7 cf of_x‘ucti‘w firea in Bsupicrt of thosd tw. cumj..nios. )0
Stilader, using the tochniquo ¢f “wolki .g" firos duwa tiuc mouatadn Co
""" “from tho su.th and wost, fires were Plncil wnoru thoy gove. , o i
s0p0 hélp to theso two cunpinios < esyoecizlly Cubpony —. 4 spucificclly |
Furinod sovarnl craws locding duvwn frou tho truavsin, and wented firos : <
™' Piszod un anowy rurtar jositicns sightod cr suspectod ut to 81 ma

‘morter rongu. Two eir strikos were also brought in on the valley

Tlier to tho northwost oo cnu moar the locztivn of tho suspocted : '
enaiy tettalion reportod by highor ho:dquartors tho jravious day. '
=t this puint, tho wwet criticdl porind of the aftornoun bugan.

-
{!

(3) Tho A Luopany Cormander sont up on plrt.oa to b

Company cs directel. 1his platoun hoaded out, bucame ungrgod, cnd

- “ondod up cn tiuo right of b Company rethor than the ‘luft. This was
. o nfusing to buth tue &« U mpany Cormandor and mysalf until letor
‘dn tho aftorncon whan tho lication of this platucn boonmu scrted : . ;
‘cut. Tho b Ciopeny Cumurndor jushod cut iu an effert to rocch his i
Plateon which by thut tiio hed boon ceopletely surrcunded. b Cunpeny :
:f..) plus tav « Cumpany plet. cn wes abla to get to wathin 75 moters
of tho cut—{{ platcan but.cusuld got no furthar. Tho .. Cumjany plat- . :
con nade’ it clusor thon any othor cloment. b Compeny was trkingmod- |
erato cesucltios. Concurrontly as Company i (-) was hosiing up to- i
wards tho left end roermcst ulomonts of ¥ Lomeny, it made hoavy =~ : R’
ccntect with o lorgo forco of at least wno PVl Company which wes |
driving in end elong o dry creok bud parrllol to the wostorn odge of -
tho Lu. Those onumy woro huadod diroctly towards tha loft roar of . -
Cenpuy be o vory hoavy firo right finodistely truko cute «u Com- i
pany wes teking light cosurltios, ans oxtracting a husvy tull frum -
tho onauy< vno uf tuu . Uumpany platuuns wes in such & pesition thot
it wis (ble i.. oring cluse-in flenking firv va 50 = 70 £V e8 tnay
c-ntinued weving ceruss thoir frunt. reony of taum woro killed, as
waca tho lacd fow woro droppud, tho remcander kupt conig right into
‘tho fiuld if fire. 4 Cuppony tock twoe prisunors who wore leter ev.o-
uctod to rrigala. ' :

.?-.'-,——--. EE AT - 1—‘-'1

oo (4) Just ms tho'd Cumany firo fight btruko-ocut, tho last i |

olouonts of € Cumpamy ~nd the lual olowcnts «f o Cnppeny landode .8
“thoy l:nded, tiw holicoptors t.ok nunar:us hits but aono woro snct dcwm.
‘The 'C Uropany Certwandor diructod.his olcrents inte positiuva elong side
'his other cloucnts which had lcnded ,roviously. VWithin fivo minutes,

t fizeo of 175 - 200 oncry, hordud for tho L%, ran ho.odldng iato C

~ Coupeny. C Coupray hold thom off, killing nuporous of them in the
frocsss as thyy crntinued trrring tue got to tho landing zeno. Vne
iTisincr wos takon rnd evncucted. Tho C Cimpany cction cuntinued fur
a:proxii sitoly 1y hours until the cnouy, discrganizad and dociuated,
pulled =ff under hoavy fricndly ertillory and air fires, ¢rngging mny
of his cond an¢ weundod.

: {5) Cuncurrant with 211 of thi> abave, es tao first
dleucnts of U C.ppeny lended (with the last uloucnts of C Coupany),
they irgwdiately became engoged in tie firo fight nuar . Conopany.
Unu of the ¥ C.upany Cerwander's r.dic cperators was kL. in tno 1if¢
Con,r:iy Cocuinndens helicopter bofcro-he could disz:unt end tho Guur
guinor and tno pilot were woundad. I gtuppod the other oight lH-1D's-
froL lancing by radic. Tho ¥ Cumpany uleionts ccnaisted ¢f the ccimand
- gruup, part of tho rortrr platuen end the catitank plctien. Tha D
‘ . ) Compeny Cocmnder lod thown towards the scund uf tho hervy firing in
i o tho & Cowpcony cron. They made it to tho strocm-led nroa; itmediatoly
: . ~engag ot 25 = 30 V1 heedod'dewn tho strucnebod cad killed must of
tan. & Coopeny clounts killsd the rust. Durang Z.ais fight, tho
D Ciupeny Cemunder and lertar Platucn Luidor wors sericusly woundod
but centinued te firo their riflos jperscnslly killing govorel ruvi .
«fter the onory wore stopped, tho D C.mpeny Coruander plzorn rly list
¢:nscicusness end cree to.  bo turncd over tho ecunnznd of the ccupany
. t3 tho _ntitenk Jlut.un bargoent, a Stff Sergennt, S-6. Digpositions
.’ : . ¢f units rt th-t tiow rro shiwn at Tadb F. Tho Ceur.nding Uffioor, C |
C.mnny mrdu  hysical contact with tuis Staff Sorgo-nt and with &y
epprevel diroctod the O Ceuprny olowsnts t. tho loft of C Gooprny L

!
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2’ t1gntly’ aroud tho southuZsterit wdgs of tho L4 off in tho brush.
O B :

(6) 2y thon we waro tcking numurous cssualtius throughout
battnlion, rnd it wne cpparont thut we wore fighting 500 - 600 ononmye
Tdsolvorv only tho onus wo woro in contcct with nnd I figurod others
vare hocdod our woy. 1 ruquosted tho Jrigrde Coun.nder to scnd mo another
Fifle coopeny. &a immudiatoly rpproved this roquost. 1a fact-I lrter
{arrncd thnt ho hod alroedy alortod & Company, 2d scttzlion, 7th Cevalry
znd “wns rssowbling it at. pick-up zonos.
d --"‘" ' - )
th. £ooa (7) suring this firo fight, tho Ccvalry dcout Suction wos
gl'vuﬁ'apucific arors to roconnoiter. ‘“thoy concontr:ted on routos of gro-
E"j,-rén' dowvn the mountiin to tho northwost and gouthwost, 2nd :.lso
approdcuos frou tno north and northweet on the v-lloy floor. <he
Cavalry reportud rosults to mo on uy commnnd nat. .t this tioa,
aPproximnto:y 1500 howrs, I docidoc that it wes nucosscry to continuu
‘to 1pnd tho remcinder of tho tncticzl olononth f the battaliun oone
. 8isting of tho rocon pintoon, 3 Li1w lomds of C'Compeny mon, ond
tho XU cnd 18t borgosnt of U Conpony. Llthough tho cestora portion of
ﬁho londing zono was under anoty fire it hrdt sleckod off considorably
duo to thu U and U Ueupiny nctions. Thoso wuluicnts londed snfoly. I
turauve » Gow, 1y ovor o tiio Compray XU and Aircctod hin to dispuso
tlna raocon platoon arouw:d tho north cnd o:st fringo of the L4 for L&
. socurity and as battalion rosorve.. Tho C Conpany Commander had pro-
-v:ioua],y, with gy approvcl, sot up ell rifls company mortars on the
onstorn fringo of tho i&. Tho P Coppany Commnder w-s diroctod to
c4d his mortars to then and trko ovor thoir control frop a oontrrl
FDC, frincipel diroction of firo wns towird a and L Coupanios.
‘i:ho corterron nlso hnd tho nission of i dufonsa to their onsts  al1
wunt quickly into position.

D T 20 200Ch Tu RiCh T SURRULE LG 2D i 20ul., CulwallY Ba

) (1) 7Tho tito wrs now approxit.:toly 1545 hours and thu
disposition of the opposing forcus wus os shown at wab we ‘tho first
© grtenpt by Companics « »nd b to roich thu cut-off plutoon hac baon
sltop‘,ed by approxiti-tely 300 cnotys Wwo woro tnking rodorito cesudtius
olapuc:.-*.lly awong leziors cuv. ridioion. Jhese cncry wore aggracsivo und
tiucy cu.0 off tho wount.in in large groups. They wora wall-cerouflsgod
z:lm‘. took oxcellont rdvantagy of cover cnu concotulmont. Thoy wora good
shota. Thouy wora wrrod with aubcrovus sutoLitic wenpuns cnc sunll
",pot:to-u..sncr" gronzdus. oven after beang hit soveral tines in thia
chest, L-ny continuvd firing znd Loving for sovorul Loro stuys boforo
dl»rop;;i.ng da:sle L1 ordcrod Loupanios - frul 1 to ovacuut.: t.cir ccaunlties)
v(ithdrov undor covering firos out of closo contcct; and proparod for a
coorcanntad attnck supportud by honvy ureprratory farcs to got buck tho
. Surroundor. plztoon. sonnwiiilo Cobpany U was continuing to hold off -thu
enoly - to thcir front vith tho help of sowc wcgnificent crtillary and
clloso cir support. Tho wattalion S-2 wns woundud 2nd lctor shot agein
nad killed during this cacuy attack. ' Tae surrounded platoon of U
('Pl-pmu' stood off auncrous i. /i efforts to overrun it. Uarryang thair
. Goed, tloir wounded, and tioir cquipuent thc cen of tho platoon ostnb-
lishur: & swuill 25 wotor wide poriiotor on & slight rise of grourd nnd
rodistributui thoir mrzrmnition undor nouvy anoiwy firo. .

(2) at approxitsitoly 1620 hours, tho sccond attack Yy
.C|ou;)j nics .. rnd B to ro-ch tho surroundol platoon bugwn. This nttick
%78 procaded by crtillery and ihe preparatory fires. tetween tho first
: f-ful sccond sttocks anG fRospita honvy fires froo artillory and ~ir, two
enoiy hril wovou well up towards .. and b Uougu nics. bSouc wero in trooss
i0ae foll brek. For fricndly to ndvince, tho caory h:? to be killod.
Tlluis wis difricult luc:uso thuy wora wcllecirouflngad and usod all
Lewns of covur an. conccalucnt. leay hea dug luto sunll spilor-holos,
othcrs vore dug into tiw topo nid sidus of tho znt-hills. by thot
tiu, Compuny .. hud lost 1l threo rifle plcetoon leciicrs - ona hl. end
1ts urtillory forwzd observor hl.. Four ron hed boen shot cod killoed
vithin eix foot of thu Voupany Cowceandor, ancluding his comio sorgocat
Who w3 neting wa n r:div opor .tor. toupcny b ooaulonoc slightly
abowd raw to tiw rigst of UoLpony «, progrussod oaly 75 - 100 moters
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. to got ‘tiwn out during thc night by infiltrutivn. both . and b Cocpunios

T%

"S{ii pud for in closo-in fighting. I hod givon a Couperny

“hids ‘platoon vhich had buen assisting B Conpany. liovarthcloss
Spuny oould only progross rsbout 150 rators. Uno Pplatoon of o
advoncod frxther than ti.0 othor twoj bocawy ong.god vith a

antly supdrior forou; and wns pinnod down. Sowo of thuy onory per-

‘uittod the friondly to mss by then in tho 'donsa terrain end then .
“opanud up frun concozlod positions. Wwhite phosphorous crtillcry was .

brought in cround the platoon end batwuon tho platoon and .. Coupany (-)
to é;i.vo support to on « Conpany rove forward to got it. Tto buraing
‘phosphorous osnusod a tcuporixy lull in tho onowy firing and that plus
tho sooko, onnblod tho platoon and thoir do... and woundod to lo ryzchod
‘end “brought back. - 200 - 225 anomy forco was still in tho nron fights
ing cgranst Ccoponivs - and B. L,y 1740 hours, I docidod tnrt it was
‘nocossar,” to pull » and b Conpanios, undar cuver of henvy supporting .
firds, bock to the fringo of tho lcnéing zono end sot up a tight

.dofunsivo poritwtor for tho night. 'Wwo waro still in gowd courmn~

icntions with tiis surrounded pleotuon and it wes ringod with close-in
urtillory dofensive firv. ly iatenticns wore tu oonduct rnother coord—
anptod rttack during tho night ox 0.xrly thu noxt wrning to reach it or

bad nuservus wl. and al. t. gut cut of the erun -of contact) Tourgane
ization of tho squ.ce oo plutuvns hod tu be cecowjlisnod; rosup;ly

of zaw el wator hud te bo carriod outy :nd cll wnits of tho battalion
hndl te bu.tied in and disposed fur the maght. C Company hnd tokon

~hemvy toll of tuo onety throughcut tha aftornoun. € Ccupany hed tokan

¢ fuw cesunltios but wis in guud shipo end tho cnouy, ulthough atill ,
in ceat-et, had consod his attacks on the ouppany. Conpany D hod gune
into ;csition. v Compony, 2d aattalion, Tth Cpvilry wan )ondod in two
to four bu=-1D locds at & tirn frum 1705 to 16800 hours. s thoy landed -
I built t.ou into & rosorve furco Xopared to countor-attack any poau-
trztion of € Conjany or fur curcitoent in tho sy b Coupany cro- of cun=
tact. Tuis w2s not nccosscry.

i 7 .

- (3) The withdriwnl of - ani b Geppienios was cunductod
succussfully. Whitc phosphorous, fired Ly ertillory, wis rgain usod
tv civer the withdrrwel. Tho burning phusphurous sconod tc «.isorganize
tuv cnony nore tiwn ud ond the swoke gro.tly assited us by its soreenv
ing offccts. ly 1900 heurs, thu orgeaizaticn of tuu ;crivoter was
cutpioted; units were tying in for tho night and defensiva artiilory
tnd worinr fires wore boing registorcd. 1 nttachud one pntoon uf
Compeny b, 24 Yattrlion, Tth Cavalry to & Cocpeny as U Coupany had o
vidor soctur to dofund. Tha reeon plat. cn wes placod in battnlion
rosorve. Dispositions woro as shown at Tid o.

Se  MPraat LCPIVINT L JURALG TH. . PraRiuOi

: (1) while ald of tho abuvo deserided cctions wure in pro-.
€r08C, nuLcruus othor cctivitios woro guing vne - ti.jor probiou was
¢aro ani ovacuntiua of tay wounded. orrly in tho ufternven, tha bottul-

:}dn surgacn, Godiccl suppiics wnd four aic statiun norsuanul wore trougbt.
in. oy arrived rround 1400 Hours cnd under hecvy firo trontod tuv wuunded

in 1y Cr rroa. 1 did not ccll in sod vic holicoptors too frequently

beciunu Lost cf tha eftoravon tha Lunding zune wis undor firo. «t cbout
1330 hours @ emall tw.—choprer opon oruz wos gsoloctod in tho northorstorn
Jortion of a-RuY, =s 1y supply mat ovacustion link ti tho ruur. This

w0 hrad tu dofend at ell costs. This aros is shown ot Tal a. 4 roquusted

thg halicoptor 1lift company cornandor-t.. ovacusto tho woundow, tring in
SPlli.lias,v-:nd 83t up » gystew wicrodby uvery heliccpter ccring tu A-iLY
vith truops, with supplios, c¢r for woundud would czll we fur l-naing

- dustructions. Tuis systou workoed very wulli thooughout the cfterason

e uarly ovening, auwsrcus li-10's ware trought in - oach friL o
5pcciric diroction ot a yreseribuc altitudo to land at a opccific placo
and gc out on a ,rescribec hunding. I heva tho highost oluirntica, |
vraisc anc. resjuct for tuo wutstending ,rofossionalists end ccurnge of
tho Lul1w nilots and crous who ren o gauntlot of caviy firo tiro after
tine to help us. Thoy nover refuced tc conc inj they fclloved instructe-
ivns- bonutifully; tacy wore groat. wo in turn cullod ther in whon
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o tha l:.qntaat end tricd to havu overyt: d.ng ronty fcr oech lend=-
to'kaop theu on tho ground o minimuo tiza. cno wora shot dewn
da-tr.:yod although st of theu twok hits. Uw: sircreft wore brought
\minh dicd not. got out. Vno rocoived cnory firo in tha ongino cnd
.tn 1lrnd in on opon cruz just off the nortihorn porticn of tho s
thu ot.nur clippod & fov treo tops with tho rain rutor vn lzndiag in the
L m hnd tv bo luft. Crows cf btcth cirerrft woro imadiitoly liftod
hg L othar hulicouptors. bB-th duwaod holiccptors wore iumudiatoly
ecurud b, oloconts of Loppe.y ¥ without urdors por battalica SUP -
hoy boing tho noarust treops. ooth wore slightly doongod only ond
aro slung cut two days lrtur Ly Cd-47 Cainvouks. Juring the thruo
By tattlo, thosc waro tho oaly twu duwnod halicoptoro. 1y 1530 wurs,
£ chod booome ~pprrant thet wo would aood & aight lunding ccpebility -
m.t I nuuded o pathfinder toan tu assist o ¢a tho greunde 1 cplled
- Louyany, 229th lift cumpeny coumendor with & roquost fir puthe
findars andl wns gratifiod tu luura that ho hed anticipatod tho rogquiro-
mnt. Thoy arrivod shurtly tharenftar +nd with onganacr dorolitionists
clan:od the 4 intov o fairly safo twu-chupper landing arcs nnd sot up
ughu tu bo turnod on if nocossary f.r night lindings. .lthough undor
o'nou vbaarvetion anc fira, it wus loss vulnorable thea the swuthurn
portiun «.f A=14Y whoro wo .woro, etill clocning out onor.\y riflenan.

_:g

(2) by dork, at 1915 hours, o rusuplly uf auws, raticns,
vlhtor end wodical supplios hod boen Wrought ine. wuxdrnno, oorphino,
and bandogus worv the codienl supplivs st acuded pnd wator wus at a
vpr.:m.m.\. &t A roximetoly 1850 hours, 4 rodiood oy -3 anc tuld hin
tu popare tu cswa in as ewca as pusaiblo using twe Un-10's .nd to
hrmg in thu artissory lieisun officor, #-C, twu radic < paraters and

" wro wator anc smll rnis cux. ‘Thoy lencod rt 2128 hours. Tho dwne

r.ml stoko which' nung 13ko A hardzsntal onrtadn ovor the Anlive ava
do]r\yor‘ thair arrival cnd cedo tho lending vory diffiemdt but cnco agnia,
tho 229th pilets porf.romoed with gront cvurcge ond Jrcfessionnlisn.

Ve LriVIrLs pbdlnG ods 1 JubT OP 14 hUV.DiesR:

«we Dby derknuss, 1915 hours, we hsd cvecuatod 2ll our woundod’
i colluctel cur dosd in ty COF rxrcas w20 end wator was buiug wis-
tnbutuc‘.; tno lending zono nrez was in tho rinel st:.gos uf ropar.tiun
1;(': aight londingsy wort:r end artillory fires wero being rogistarod

'cllcsu aroun. tic ,orimutor; a smnll lisht ;reecf werking cxoa hoC boon

ceastr suctod cut .f .wnehis fur the 12adice3 ~nd tho chein of curunnd

hlad buda roorgunizude. 1 tolked with pany of tho men and cculs suo th.t
t.lu werrlu wis high., wo know vo woro frcing a tough onoi, but wo tlsc
L;nov thu cnowy with a grc:tlv supurior furce hud failod tu got thruugh
us th.t aftcracen. Wu wore in oxcollant shnpo 28 wo cumplotod tying in
<J|ur ieritotore Tho cut-off jletown of D Ciopeny was in goud purcle cod

W18 holding its -msitiun.

)-8 luring the mght the vnowy walo soveral light proles
i:urwc.rr. cf . .nd o Ciogany, and of G Ucrliny noar where it tivd in

'\|r1th - Loupdny, «rtillory h-rcssing knt. intoraictiun fiross woro brougut

t.wa cn the 1luwor fingers (. draws of the ountcin, arcund tho
atut..orn und wustora cdges of the ,erimotery am: uy cn tho nlupaa whare
fuur ur five oloctric iights wero ubsarves. Vo reccivea six or ‘saven
ruunds of hign ex, lusivo fira, c.:.thar x..:rta.r cr ru cknta.

C. %Thu surrvunled platoon of B Lun;.\n.rw on a finger uvf tho coun-
t..m 3U0 rotcrs nurthwost of tne battolion porinctor w.s ir.toctod by

‘claso-i.n artidlery fires, all aight. . .The enoy ceuld bo hourd 1l arcund -

tno platcon.  .rtillory fire wos brocught 4in on those arans zné thu shouts
qu' scrants told «f guud rosults. ' The pla teon bogna end onded the night
with 6 alL., 12 wk. :n! 7 ven not wouncorie it wrs dispescd in twe scparcto
luenticns within their surll jwrimetor. Tho platuun losder, plat.on

5,°rbo.mt ens worns squsd lender wero aneng tho KL.. Tho win whu anded
Up cn tag rodiv wis .. borgucnt -5 squal loador. #o could nvt got to

tho x'..nki.nb uzn (a ota'f vorguant rifle squad lum‘.or), sinco any mvo ho
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', bu.glo crlls arvuni tho plutvon und upy un tha muntm.n 200-400 noturs

" platcon ca woll as tha fuxholes in tho ofun aruns of thu detenliun

‘zr.unc hin in end noenr has CF fixh_lo. vas nan was found LI witn his -

* @ircctizns. .rtillery, -crirl Recket «rtillery, and T.L _ir wore

’ jn:odicto cnox.y riflo fi.ro. 80 was th. cowne nn loidorship
fu his Coopeny Ccfiandor. Thrcughout thu night ‘ho 2d justed cluso-in
u—tulory firo on tho onony surrcuniing hiw as bho homrd thuw miving and
tn.'LB.na ’nu-ou soparnto attacks wore wio during tho aight Yy tho orony=-
abh in aut 50 man strongth. Lll wor. boaten cff by soall arus and
Frtillary firo. -Savorcl of tho wuundod non €f the platuun cuntinued to
fight. Tho socund attack, at npp:rux:u:ntul) 0345 hyurs was jrecoded ty

abovo tho platoon. I roquostod ans rocuivod a Wt oir strike in the
arou aleve tho platcen. It was cunducted under uir Ffiroo fleruship
illuninntivn. 1t was right on tt\rgut ons grectly orsisted in brorking
up thu soound cttack ua thu surrcundod platoon. ‘This wus tho caly
{1lunination usud 21l night sinco it oxpusod tha won in tho surrvundod

voritotore -1s0, thuro was a fairly tright moon frin 2315 cnwarvis. Whaa
dcy-light trcko, nunorous onony dond waro soun arcund tho surrcunded

‘Platoon. Yhoso were only tho de.d who cruld bo soon Yy tho mon as thoy .
lay ;ocno in thoir jcsitions. vthor bodics were jouasibly cunconlol by

tho high gross which duettod tho cruae During tho night, tho ban of tho
plateon snw rat hoaru tho onox.y 'd::agging off many dend nnd wcundode

D. Pirst li;ht cico at 0630 hours. 1 hadl tentcotivoly docided
oa tV plen of cttuck to roabh tho' surrounted platiun wailo simitancously
socuring tho porinotor. I dirocted my .., B, end C vonpany Cctmmnders
tc soot £o at the C Company CP to finrlizo tho plan and tc rocoive oy
crdors sinco that was tho bost ;oint of vantago. Tho timo was cjprox-
inatcly 0640 houxra. 1 alse dirocto~ onch company to chook arumnd thoir
pusiti.ons ca:uful]qr for infiltretors anc sniporse.

Ve ENEL: PR O 15 GVl

se  at ppirexinetoly 0650 hourr tha rancn alenents of the lat
entt 28 platzens of U Cunpany (tho twe left x.l.r.tcuna) which wore sunrch-
ing ent screoning rpqeexitatcly 100 - 200 totors forward uf their
yositions began rocciving rifls fire fr.c thoir frunt and left froat.
Thoy Foturnod the firo und bugan pulling beck tou their cofonsivo pus=-
itions. .t this tu.e, tncy were attacked by = firco of 2 -'3 Uunpcnios.
The cnety wes woll-casruflagud; crouching.low; and in scue cesos crawling
ca hracs and. knuos. Tho rocen partios frofi tho twe platuchn jh.siticns :
rigit of the ¢ c.upny CP oncountored nio cncuy but ullud back irx:oZintoly “

to thoir dofonsivo x.8iticns. wu intonse sunll arvs fire fight broko
cut. Tho woipght of tho onory aticck was dircctod at the left pertion
¢f thu U Cippeny scetore The rocon partics cf the 1st rnd 24 platouns
bognn teking crsusltios including scto nl. ~5 they julled bzck. uvther
Een woro it trying t.. got ti thon. Sunv were rocsverod; howaver, by .
then - 0730 heurs tho onewy had wovod ulwnast to tho perimoter foxhulus .
despito tzking sovorc lossos frvn artillery, wortar, and close eir, : I
Srvigu clesc-rrnge fighting wont on fer tha noxt two hours in tho ©
CoLpany sectir - nru.arily in tio laft threo platicn rreis onc fi.rward
¢f t.o Cimpany CP. Thoro was c.aciderable hand-tx.-ha.nd fizhting. ror
exanple, the 1st platcon lesdor wes found later KIu wath fivo doac PuYN

bands At the throct of n dead 2iVi, Nu:.cr -uS anoLy b.Cios woro :found
interidngled with tha killed ant weunded of C > Cerranye. at 1y proxinately 1
0715 heurs, the encly attncked thoe & Conpany saoct.r noor whore tho

Dirtars wero coplacod. whis put the perimotes under nttrck fron twe I

c.1llo¢ in and thoir fires woro accuwrzto #nd oxtroioly cffoctivos R
and T.C ..ir was also used to ring the' ;:viicotor with fires. Priority

“f 21l fires wrs @mven to C (.cw T.nc ertillery PV with C Giupany o '
wes pinned duwn by rifla fire in the ccnpany Cf arscs oence tho nrtill-

cry was uljustod by Ly art:.llery ligison .fficor fr.u vy Ur. ‘Inoro wra
@OL ctuorvaticn.

bB. It rppruxinstoly 0715 lwura, the Cowrnding vfficer, € ' |
Cuh ;any requestod rcmf.,rconanta. I teok & plateon fror Coupany o (it
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hoing the olosost to U Coupeny) nanG dispatchod it fur tho C C._upeny
’m!.o'i._-'l't_ cawo under fire vhile wuving svor tho cpen grrund, lnst
" * 2 21 and WIa, but made it tu the right cunsor of tha C Ccupeny socture
“it about 0745 bours, thu 4 Ciojeny soctor wos attackud by whet was
" ipter.daotaruinod to bo  socll force. Wo varo now boing atticked frun
" throo cifforont directicns with firing of oqucl intaonsity in cll threo
aroas. Urazing firo from cnouy surll ams and cut.oatio woapons was
. criss-crussing the intorior ¢f tho worinoter intu the lcading zcno,
- bettelion CF eree enc nié steticn. Twulva tu fiftoon He oxploeinns
c':!‘ oithor onury wortir or ruckoet firo occurod in tho poricotar. Sevural
ton wore woundo2 in eod nocr tho C2 bty scall arme firo. wou was hl.,
1 nlerted ry rosorvae fur protable ceconmitouat in tho C Caopeny croe or
D Goopeny Socter = both of waich centingoncios we had plannod fcr the
-+ Aight bofuro. & radiced tho trigede oumnander, informed hin of the
situation, and in viuv of tha lcssas boing sustainod by C Cenpany end
tho honvy attsck, I roquastod an aciitionsl reinforeing cuipcay. ou
had alrody rlarted Usopany «, 24 Battclion, Tth Cavelry tho previous
x'xi@xt ond nssocblud it with holicoptors ruady fur muvocont. Hy re-
c';unat was approved but 4 did not Wri.g thv coleny in at that ti.o cuo
tu hoiwy firo in the «s. 00 Tob I for cis;easatiuvis of opposing fircus.

) C. The hoovy firo fight cuatinuod only in the U und U Cuppeny
doctcrs. «t cno tiiu, ojproxiwctuly O8O0 hours, tho unti-tznk nlatuon
ves boavily cngagul ond tho li wes sovoroly threctenode Tuo tortaruon
doru firing buth thoir rxrtars and thuir rifloes enc trxing houvy suanll
arte firve Vne wortar wes hit «ni jut out of cction by vnuuy firuve
1 cornittod ty resorve, the sooun Plitoon, which moved into tho left
¢f the C Cumpany sacter; hondod tuwards D Compzny and clocnod it cute
T..oy Jvinod up with tho rost of ¥ Uuumany ond frun thon on throughcut
the rest ¢f tho attack, that xrtien of .3 porvimetar wo undor a:ntmal.
This porrittod mu t.. trku tho visk af ocarwinning t6 bring in .. Ciopany, -~

?'d wettolicn, 7th Cavelry. dlthwugh tho Lo was undur fire, it wes roducod

ecuewhat. I -nevdud . C. mpany, 24 battnlicn, Tth Cavalry in,sn that I

¢uuln roinfurce or jussibl, c.untarattrck or block in or bohind tho

G Cczany sacters I crdarad tho cetmandor, b Comsny, 2d wattziivn,

Tth C~vidry 1o ;ull ono-ndditioncl riflo rlute.n Flus his coravul group

-.!ff ais lino; turn tha soctor over tec his romeining plnt:on; asaenble

the Cenpany (-) dispcrsed noar ny C23 anl prepnre, < order, tc roanfuorce,
block, ¢r countornttack an thy C Lunpeny sector wiich wis 125 Lotors to
tho o5t uf tho C¥ or secend, in nny otnar aree. By thon, two WIficors
qf C Ceopany host been killed nad thrue woundod. however, tho ccopany
?uuwu‘zer Althowh shct in tho chost aznd bi.ck continuod t: functicng
iiclp . cuntrol his curpony; wnd give Lo reports fir ncarly tirce hours.
Tlha ton cf € Cuppeny st.ui their groeund. vno ran of Copwwny UV who wound
u2 in the € Cinpeny socter was tiw vnly scldicr left cuvering 50 wotars.
He jcrs.rally shet 10 - 15 onory with his »=16 riflo firing fr.eu too
llincoling ~Sition. . Tho conpany rediu oporator picked off 15 - 20 fru

. _1’?hu cutpany Cr foxheic. Tuo coopany ocunandor killod sovoral bufure
fo w5 woundod. Thu cncy fire wes su heuvy that movawont tuwards ur
within tho scctur resulted in wro fricndly cesusltios. 4t wis Guring
t ds =ction at 0755 heurs that 21l pluteun positions throw o culurod .
800ko’ grenido on iy ordor tu dofinc vasuslly for %-U wir, .., and
frtilicsy nir obsorvors tho feriphery: of tho serimetar. all firo supprt
S brought in extrowoly cless. Sums frisndly artillory full inside
tae purinctor, and twe cans of ncpaln wera daliverod in my U4 areca
Ysunlding two Lon ~AC 80ttiu, off suoe 1~16 nuao. This we neecptod 8
t’l-hncr; ~l, but nut unuxpsctod Guu t:. the ounorroncy necd fur unusunlly
€lusu-in fire support (50-100 woters/. U Loppany, with nttechoents,
fuught tho ressive cnoy furce fir cvor twe huurs. <t Approxioatoly
‘0910 hours, vlouonts cf .. Lompany, 24 Batialiun, 7th Cavalry bognn
Irnding, 1 vriefed tho Corzanding vfficer, - Conyony, 2d battalion,

Tt Covelry on the situiticn cnd srv t it thot ho wis cricated by tho
(:]ou'._.-x.‘.inc vfficer, b Coounny, 26 Lattaliua, Tth Cavalry on the scctor
h‘? ves tu 4 dnto. 1 then ordered tho Cutzanding Ufficor, Ceupany b,
% bnttalion, Tth Cevalry to teve with his cormen? greup ~nd tho vne
2latica ty tho U Coupany suctur, assunc ©.atrol over the remnindar of
L Gty sl r.8zencibility fer.tho dofuasy of the secture o8¢ ovod
LUt &t 0941 hours. 90 remrining Llatoun of ¥ Compeny, 24 bettalion,

Forormicldn v oay)
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= “7th Cav:lry followo! shurtiy nftor vhun it wns rolioved ¢n the porimutur
'ﬁ « Ceopeny, 20 Pnttelica, 7th Cavelry. when the 3nd platcan of «
Gupany, 24 battelion, 7th Cev lry diswountod freo tho choipors, it
“haerdvt towerds the C Conmpcny, 1st onttaliza, Tth Cavilry firo fight and
* assoubled behind thoir loft platecn. I attichod it to B Cooprny,
pattulion, Tth Cevalry omr. it fought with thut cunpiny throughout the
noxt tw. éoys. By 1000 hours thu anouy -cttnck hiul boen Gofcatod. €
Coppany hrd hclde Tho anouy nover ponatretud thruugh thoir positiua.
at epmrexisetely 1330 hours cll cuupanius ©n tia peribotur scroonud.
cut for 300 wotors and pelicui the bettlufiolde woed PuVii, PLVh budy
fre.gnants, and P.Vh wonjons end oquipmont woro littored in jan fusion |
rreund tho odgo and firward of tho purimotor. suoruus by fregionts
waro soun. Thoro was wisgiva uvidanco vege bleody trails, bandagus,
oto. of many uthor PuVn boing drag.od evay frtti tho arane S.omw .f the
onowy ‘dond worv fuund stuckod bolind anthills. artillory and 7.C wir
wss placad on ~11 w.céod zroas no.xby int. whiclh trails disayppoeared.
lwuzorous onaZy wonpuas wary ccilectad aleng with cthor armavont. dwe
arisunars woro taken and ovocu:tod. Friundly doad and wiundod woro
alse cullocted. Onuo friendly wero kille? and woundod in this ecroan-
ing. C Conpany, 18t octtelicn,-Tth Cavalry wes thon pesitionod os
tha battalicn roserve in the oocater of tha poringter cad o Cumpany,
22 battaliun, Tth Cavelry wes in jcsition in the furmer b Coupany,
21 Bcttrlicn, Tth Cuvalry scctur. .

VIo TH: 5102 OF b SLRKILID 2ii) Pl Ui
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«s unto in tho cfturacon of 14 ovomhar, the rigaie Couccardcr
hal rrvad thn 21 Battnli: n, Sth Cuwalry, into LY Viator. ..t apmesvie-taly
0A00 Lours it honded, vn fict, fur LS X<iY. Soe Tab J fur rrutos usod.
at 1005 wurs, it clussd into a=KY. The Commanndling Ufficor, 2d Lettelion,
S5th Crvielewy rnl 1 coordinntod on the cisiesiticn uf forcos. It was agruod
thet his . ond L Cunjsmnics which woru scuth and wost of Lo X-HY on tho
lowor slopes of the wountrin houdod nortiwost plus o Curpany, 1st battaliun,
Tth Cav.lry would contuct o coorcinetod cttock boiind ertilliory, R,

TaC udr preparntion t. reliove tne surrcunied ol..teon. Tho ruuto cf

attick wos s shewn et Peb e It wis Lgrocd that I wiuld assupo upore
ctiennl ciatrel of Cougeny b, 2¢ Buttiliun, 5ti Cavelry and bo in ovarcll
ceatril of oll units at 4w A=Y plus rosjensitility furs its d=lcnsve B
Couzany, 2¢ dattnlicn, Sth Cavelry moved ferwerd of o Gobpany, 13t battelicn,
7ta Cavilry on thu pezinwtors, wil 2d vteslion, Sth Cavelry oorters wont
iato wsition ead rogisterod. U Cuppan;, 1st zattelien, Tth Cavilry (pinus
tho mortar platiun) wis acdod tu U Cunpany, 18t lattrliun, Tth Cavalry
- in resorve. Tho uttack by « and ¢ Cobpanics of the 24 acwttaliun, 5th -
Caveiry nnd B Cumprny, 1st battalicn, Tth Cavalry unéer contrul of
Corzrnting vfficor, 2d scttalion, S5ta Cuv.lry juupod off at 1315 hourse
There was littlu oncny rosistanco. = Couprny, 18t sattalion, Tth C.valry
rozchod tho surr.uadot plation 2t 1510 hecura. .At tho loosticn thoro wore

8 1., 12 wi. nnd 7 unwoundod. The jlatuon still had auoo left cod ware

in g oC wralo.  The wuundud woro evacu.tcd suid all units éisposod end )
Qug in fur tho night. Dispositions woru as shown at b i -uCunitien,
vater, <nu rati.ns were brenght in and distributod. The dord woro all
ovac. tul. :

VII. LZ1¥ I6g2 . TR.CK, 0400-0630 HUUKS, 16 NOV:

. e Lt zpiruxiwitoly 0100 heurs, » Cumpany, 18t Bnttnlien,

7?5 Urv.lry wos prebed by 5 oneuy. - Tw. wero killed: end thu othor throe
disporsec. Th: wecn wes up et 2320 hours and thero wore au clouds.
Fu'? disciplinz, ro during the ,:revious night, w=s oxcollant. ,11
A1ung streko lifhts ca the ertars woro cstinguished, cnd nc portar

) firo wis worzdttod, cs quring the ;rovivus night, without a.proval frow

: K ©§  BOs .l firus wore c.ordinatel by 1y «rtillory ~iaisun Vfficer. Con-

. . finucus, clusec-in 4 raw 1 fives wero c.n.ucted. o1l cround the yoriuotar.

4
o S

_ | o 5}-00 woro plzcod un the mountainside, &ad firing in tw. aross rosultod
.. 1 18 a sorics of sucundnry uxplosicnss ' ’
. \
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% Bt Ap.rixiuctoly 0400 hours; tha onowy bogan aobing tho
M;"'& Ymttrlion, 7th Cav. lry suctcTe .t 0422 hours o farco cf

« 300 onomy cttacko! » Cuupany, 24 »att.ddcn, Tth Lavilry in the

40t nattalion, Tt2 Cav-lry moctsr. 1Tho r.uto of uttack was frun tho

Juthoast as shown ct Tab b Plrroship illucdnatica was eill.d for and

\atinuous uatil 0545 hours. Tho attnck wzs burtun off by scall cros

" odd prtillory firos. «t 0431 bours nnothor ettack by 200 énormy orpo in

" c¢a B Uinmpony, 20 Dettalion, 7th Cpvelry.  ench tiws e flars weuld light

u,', tho vnery would hit the ground or foll back into thu cuver cnd cen-

" eonliunt offorod by the high yrnss cnd trovs. Tho artillory took c
_hgrvy toll. lhore woro four batterics firing. ‘Tho 2.¥iW could bda seen

° drcgging off numorius dcdios. by 0503 hours, :tho weight of ‘has ntt.ok

hsd shiftcd orro to tho scuthwost with ciproxicrtoly 100 onory attackinge
‘This was rojulsed by 0535 hours. &t 0550 hours, tho fl:raship ren wut
of fleres. artillory illumin:ti.n was than omplcyed. Tho rurtars of
bith bittaliuns hrd boon firing Hi sinoo thu attack begen. tertar

~41luninztion wrs thon purmittod. .ot 0527 hours, ancther cttack cato

" ¢iroctly tcwerds tho CP. at 0641 hours tho onogy hnéd boun benton
off cnd wns druguing cff bodiuc under firs. o Coogany, 2¢ Butialicn,
7th Cnvalry hid porfurnad tagnificently, and hod sufferol oniy 6 lightly
woundol.. 'Juring tho attrok, twu supirite resupyly runs of wmro wvore
pade by tho Hecun ¥l.tuen, st sattalion, Tth Cgvalry undor fize enl cne

ty tho AU and radic oporivors of o Compny, 26 battalica, Tth Cavalry,

C. .t 0641 hwurs, uriers wero given fir all mon oa the jorimutar
> s.rry tho troos and thu anthills nd tushes fuxwarc rac ovor their -
cgitins ¢t 0655 hours fur two minutos to kill infiltrnturs, snipars, oto.
ma:.istely upen firiag, a forco of 30 ~ 50 PuVii axposcd thnrmalves 150
otars forward of Conony «, 2& bzttiun, Tth Covalry ond by;ca firing
hoir wo.uons. apparontly tha "uai mynute® froe sireying, rrorsturosy
riggoro.. o poosiblo cnony attack. a5 anl VT ortillory wis broughd dn
nd thu ctt:ck wes bosten uff in twonty minutos. The tactic of siray
iring ecctuniol fur 6 F.VN donds. Uno hung fr.m a trco faawaii of the
oft platcun of b Ceopane, 2¢ vattalion, 7th Cgvalry. anothor droppoed
ut of .n treo iriodictely ferward cf. tho b Coppeny CF. Vno &Vl was
ille? about cnu hour lster cttouyting to clinmd diwn & trou ent uscapos
y coujany cwendors rejorted to mo that the men likod this spycoying.
n ewiticn to killing, cneny, zpyprareatly it afferds & roloase of ton=
ion built up through the ni "it, and cioxrs any doudbts 33 tu undLy
curby. ot 0716 hours, a cautious cad deliborats swoop wes Leid Yty
copany C, 1st bettalion, Tth Cavelry ~nd the Hocun Dlitoudn, 1€°
nttrlion, Tth C_v:1lry thrvughout tho interier and frinsos ol ho Lis
orderod tiids cunducted on hends ‘end knocs te sesrch fur friondly
nsuzltics vnC PuVHl infiltreters in tho high clophant gress. Tho troos
ore rlso sorrchui. 'fhoro woro nogmtive rcsultse.
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D. «t 0810 hours, all units on tha porimcter ware crcorod to
bordinato with their fleonk units, znd yre.sroe to wove cvut ¢a A sonxch
nd' clecr swoop 500 naters cucteacing ¢n ordor. Tho roveuunt bugan ot
955 hours, huwever, aftor noving 50 - 75 mctors o Lomjeny, 28 ucttaliun,
th Covalry cams under firo. Vno platoon loulor wis soericusly wounded.
«ll =vuront wis stopped. L Gonpeny, 22 bettalion, Tth Cavelry pulled
Bock t. tho jerimotor foxrholas end closo-in crtillery cnd 4.l wir was
called in. wo thon weved back cuty limdnztud all rosistance £nd policod
?I:xo tres. 27 ruro PLVhr wero killod un this swasp. w«nony Aord wore ly-
ing tarvughout the tTw:. 1 8Av wassive uvidunce of €oad and woundzd oves-
untion — blood, boly freponts, blwody goreents, otce Wo tlso rcught
in throo frioncly LI.. liutorcus.cnewy woajcns worad cilluctod. lrany wvaro

~Oon .o

[
' 8oon which had boon fraguontod b, fira.

. E. 4t a,prexiostely 0930 hours, the first alouonts of tho

- ‘ . ' 2 Lateelivn, Tta Cavalry (=) borza arriving ot X-RJ. “Thoy clesed at
& druxic-toly 1200 heurs. .t 1040 hours, tho Uripado Couronder .rdarwl

DO T. wve tho kattalion; Cobceny 1, 24 iavtolica, Tth Cav.urys and tho

SRR { 3¢ Junteon, - Uomprny, 22 bettrlicn, Tth Cavelry by Ua-1D to Falhd Lé,

o thon t. Cacp Exllowny ct Pleiku for two ¢éoys of rust cac roorpunizatiza.
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ot mme y . elements on line with elements of the 24

PR ?:atga::ﬁ-; and the 2d Dattalion, 5th Cavalry. This I did.
pafore moving B Company, 2d Battalion, 7th Cavalry, T had then

yoDe final lateral swecp across their front out to 150 metrrs.

AV e scene of extremely hoavy action and I wantud the battlefield

[} policed. The axtraction by UH-1D was complotely succosaful,

AW covored throughout by artillery and TAC Air dolivered around

W RiY, on tho flight routos in and out, and on tho slopes of the mountain.

fare VEs 00 cnosy fire at any timo during the cxtraction. ‘Tho choppers

3 oro Hot” brought in until airerart loads-wcre spotted on tha 1Z. Henoe

tho ﬁB-'ﬁDh were only on the ground a few sccqnds. Concurrently with

troop extraction, cxcess supplicg, onemy weapons, casualty goar and

wvoapons, ‘and casuzltics wore evacugted. *Ene:q hand grenades, ammo,

anti-tank worpon3, etc woro placed in a large holc n.nd arrongaments

broro made with CO, 2d Battalion, 7th Cavalry for dcmolition by his

engincor toams. Many other enemy woapons had previously baon-dostroyed

elsovbare in tho battl.: erca. By 1456 hours cll olomonts of the

1st Battalion, 7th Cavalry; 3 Company, '2d Battalion, 7th Cavalry and

the 34 Platoon, 4 Company, 2d Battalion, 7th Cavalry had boon extracted .

from X-RAY bound for 1Z Falcon. By 1830 hours all elements had loft N

L% ‘FALCON by air cnd closed into Camp Holloway, vicinity of FPleiku. .

"¥IIT. ENEMY, FRIZNDLY CASUALTIES, CAPTURED: . _
" squmMer ' SN
’ 4. EFEM{s :
Killod, body count - 634 ' I .

Killed, woundod (Est) - 1215 , L
Ceptured, ovacuatod - § . . S

B. FRIZKDLY ( INCLUDES ATTACHED UNITS) s
con . Killed - 79 ’
DT ‘Wounded - 124
-‘Misaing_ ~ None

C. CAPIURED ENEMY EQUIRMEMT, EVACUATED

dssault carbines w/bayonet - 54
“sszult rifles, automatic = 57
Autozctic Rifles - 17 :
Heavy Mechine Cuns - 4
. * antitank Rocket Lsunchers - 5
i : Pistels - 2
: 81/82 mz Mortar Tub~- -2
iedics Kits - 6

D. . TuSY EQUIPMENT DESTR YED TH QRJSCTIVE AREA:

Crcw-sarved and individual weapons - 75«100 (approx)
Antitenk Rockets - 3 cosos of 3 rounds cach
o o Hond Grenades - 300-400 (approx) S,
T o N 4ssorted small arms, AV ammunition - 5000-7000 rounds (est)
- i | - Entrenching tocls ~ 100-150 (smell shovel type)

"X, COMETT:

e . “

T S . "d. The following items concerning the cnony and gonoral battle-
' e . o "~ Field techniques are considercd worthy of mention. Most ropresont

. pothing new and are listed for emphasis as being particulerly applicabls
’ . O the PAVN encay. : : :

B. FIE SUrroeTs

(1) Firc support to be truly effcctive must bo close-in.
13




D t%aavy nttr.ck.s such o8 the vnes we dofonded nguinst, sumo onewy
"ot ‘vary clces cr oven inteir:inglod with friandly in tho ‘aigh
gress. ringing firos in prooptly, “wilking thono in" axtremuly close
ulpod us groctly. . Tho ¢uuinndor cranot wvait until ho kncws axzctly

ﬁ)\m ¢11 his won mvw. If ho 2o0m, in & bodvy cetivs, he will got

& ro mon killwl by waiting than if ho sterts -shcoting irnoodintcly.

" Uncu the onery gots us clusu 68 25 Doturs wut or intorminglod than ho
L 4 ,bes tho friondly fighting ¢n his terws, with thusy whe heve iBuo it
1 "¢n.t cluso. Cluse fire support thon con bo usod t. cut off his
follew-up units, wal tnsy will bo thare. *“o is Luch iore efr:. ia of
nozalo anq whito phisphetous then Hd. #o hits tho -dirt wnder Hi
fi:u. Under aapalo and wP, ho oftan gots uP and runs criund in dis=-
“ordur, and prusants a tatcer tergot fur smill nrus, V9, end e
' ¢ha 250 pound frag b;.ub ond the Cbl's sro vory effuctava.

i . (2) ‘Vhan r. unit gots int. en ubjcctivo tren, 0s 80rn a8
;<c88iblo aftor lcnding, artillory fires should bo mmt in. s
will maybo kill scmo 2.8 naarby and cort..:.nLy will cut dwva .aro oo
targut whon e firo nissisin un known onary u callod fure

...... ‘ ’ (3) ..s..ri'd. r:c.kot artillory is oxtrowtuly affoctivo especially
i ) ! if tnu pilots kncw tho uxrct lnc..ti'n of friendly. it hns « trovcndcus
shock offuct un tho enony. <Tho th:.m rbut et which mrkes it at tiuos’
wore offuctivo thea crtillory is tha frot tiact it deos nut hovo t. be
" soon by greund cboarvers tu bo s\djustod. 1L tho frent linos cr » friendly
positica is n.rked cné can bu ruce izl Yy the pilots, quick, accurrto
firo sup'mrt is the rosult.

- I (4) Tho LV woa nffouLtvo agninat tha wnth{lln banind
which tiw P.VU wore hiding. ALraining .n uso of fuiwd 1mat bt cpphrnizad.

(5) 1If 2¥i rre unc-.u.ntqrac‘. clesu-in Curang o friondly
attock, tho bust s.lutica t. ~a attack ooy be to lmek u;. under artillary
anl i, lot tus rrtillury and .it. wirk tac erer, <var cad thun cturt
Fguin, losding ¢ff with plunty of 1=79s i tho troos tnd grre3 and: luws
int.. tho cnthilla.

(6) whenover illunin,ticn w<s in tho 2ir wuny of ths omny
‘cozsul firing. : '

(7) Curoful plrcomont :f k=79 mun siwwid bo ary:zizod in
¢rdor to @vo thoo tho bust xssibla ficlds of firao. They it alwuys
bo ¢n tho Lok ut fur onory in trouse 1t wes fcuni thit thy h-75's
wore oxwownuly cffective agrinst onoryy in troos cs woll £s trodps in
tho opon. I+~79's must bo firod into troas and tho high gress ovon whon
no unoty nr. sacn.

(8) 1a this .pocratiun all nortars woro ownobin.i undor a
centrrl r:C. This wés vuery sctisfictiry. Tho wortsrs woro vory effoct-
ivee Merter illunin~tion firing was carcfully oontr.llod at tattelica
lovol, Tho wrtnr {llucin.ticn riund his a vary hith dud rztu cnd it
vould t ko ooy rouncs t. providu & botteli.n porioatur illundnstion
fur tno heur. Thurof.ro it wrs used t¢ £1i11 tho yxup; fur illunin-ticn
butwoon the rrtillory rnd the flaroship. The meriars cluno ceuli nut
have e:i0 clese to jroviding the desired ameunt -f illundnation.

(9) .rtillery’ T.& air, and wR. con to used =t the sawe
222 withcut luss cf mirerrtitivr offoctiveonosse Tho wiin g T8 oir
flow purpaniiculcr t. the artillory gun-terget ling in thi.so orsos
vicro thoy sirulteno.usly atruck the seno taryst rrense  wohor otriking .
airerafe flow percllol to tho gun-targot line ~nd bayond it. Tais czllwd
fer clesu toawwerk tutwuon the .G wnd tao ertillory li:dsua ifiicars .

(10) - urtillory. Lust bo used cowinst pusciblo cvonuss o f
ruinf.rcomont w9 woll r:s vn thc snoy in *i:hur rn cttack or a cofanae.
Cleso-in o.ntinw.us cufunsivo & ru. I x:L.. .8 Ar9 « et in a dofunsive
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situation vhero the eromy is knawa to bo pro:lontA evon if ho is not
‘attacking. : ) )
BT o :
" dnnr (11) ~Groat oophasis should bo plecod on tho ability of all
parsunncl down to and including firo tocm loadors t:. adjust artillery '
and ortar {irc.

_ (12) Each platoon mst carry ueny colored smoke grenados
ond a panol fcr marking friendly lines and landing arccse.

(13)" Tho techniquo of having all units ca the parimetor -
throv a culored smoko grunado on ordor &rontly holped TiC Air and
44 tou locato the perimoter.

C. )DVEMENT

: (1) HMoveront wust bo cauticusly aggressivo. The chogy
must bo pinned dewn by firo. Snmall uait, squad s8izod fire amul iz

‘Dent must bo o.nducted to porfootion. This is oxtrobely irjcivaat.

If nut cunductod corroctly; ‘mon will ot hit and tho prublor is tian
cvopoundod when othor won stop firing to try to roccvor carucitios.

Thon thoy alsu got hit in bany casos and sooun, combet effectivercrs of
the squad, pletoon, otc. is in dongor of baing loste In this cozacoticn,
whon onoLy contact has boan made or is str.ngly suspectod, resun oy fire
¢r octusl firo and movaoant should bo c. nductad to forestnll tho snony
firing first. This 43 particularly inmportant fur a unit ruvving up alunge
8ide o unit which is in contact and in a firu fight.

iZV -

L. (2) Platoon and ocnpany f£iro and manocuver =it ho.ren.
ductod to porfecticn. Flanks mist bo socure. Opun flankve -y >y
socurod to ¢ dogrec by fire support. Squnds and platoons misi ta tied
togother os close es tho situnticn pernita. The tighter tue loitse
against tho PiVN, a3 he will hole up in concoaled firing pozitis=i, lot
friendly gu by, thon opon up. :

e A

: (3) Closo-in artillery, aifa, and TaC wir froit, rear, and
both-sidos is a great help in moving through an arcz where theru are ’
kacwn onemy. This is normal but somotires ovorluckod.

(4) whon ccmpanies cunduct swoop anc clear orerz:ious
tegothor cut of a perimator, or over a cortanin rcuto, lettriics maat
chock un tho comjnny furmstiuns to be usod $u inauro that thn tnrruin
will bo adequately covored ant .tha companios are pruporly cutiinnted

_ond fittod to thoe torrain and tho onery situntion.

"D. TICHNIGUES

. (1) The tochniquo cf holding n cempany (-) as an offonsive
" striking forco whilu rocun eloments of ono platcon check spocific nreas
out 50-100 petors frun tho lending zcne worked cut vory woll in this
cases Fur vne thing until the asseult unit is actuclly oa the ground
cnd sous and .fools thu terrain and tho' onvircnmont, the cucmandor of
tho unit charged with Ll soccurity coos nct finally knuw which arcas ho
" will checik vut in pricrity. 4lsc and ost ioportant, thc sssoxblod
cutpany («) cnatles ‘the battalion cummandor to hit any onory attack -
quickly with a contrclled unit. In this cporaticn wo.wera also able
"t mvo quickly with Cunpany .B to dovolup the cuntoct mode by one
. of its platcons es soon es € Jrany ‘@ had sufficiont forco to tcko over
tho LZ socurity mission. In rotrospoct, tho foct that C.mrany B was
in a posturo fur = fast vovo off tho lending zano undouttedly gavo us
the juop on tho PiVk. Had not B Company surprisod them with their
8ggrossivo mvo up the finger, wo might woll have boen fighting the e
PV fruw tho fringos of tho L% with cur becks on it — and tho onogy
- . ; in turn veuld have had guod fiolds of fire on tho incuning helicoptaers .
' carrying tho last olowants of a Cumpany and all cf C and D Ccnponios.

1
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eol that tho fcot that we hed firsat B Conmpany, then 4 Company, off

.‘. the janding zuno mving cgoinst tho 29N, thon C Compony in a goud bLlock-

mg pceition took tho dnitiative oway fr-m hiz. TFrem then un, fur throe
days and two nights, ho wes roccting to our lrosance.

25 uaderzi. (2) at night, units wust forn tight porinetors, uso Claymore

pinos, trip flaros and dig in. 'Thy uso of outpusts ond listaning pusts
deponds lergoly on thu torrain 2nd tho onewy situntion. In this cperution,
it would have beon suicidal as tho cuver and cunoccclmont affourdod the

" enéLy toc many apportunities to tako tho sutguards by stoalth. Causu~-

flagod foxholos with cloercd fields of fire ara rouciimonded. Hurmel, but
gopotiros hard to exocuto undor firo.

(3) In a poriootaor dofunse, it is nocossary to chock tho

v frunt with smull rocun purties ot first light and periodicelly thrugh

the (ay for 100-200 motors to c.oor cut infiltrators, polioco tho battle-
field, and to insuro that tho enowy is not massing for an attzxi. This
action should bo proceded ty having all troops on tho parirxi.:
-groos, .gross, and anthills to thoir front and overheod at n
tizmo for two-throo minutos. When tho recon vlemsnts screc.’ *
froat, it should be jrocodod by artillory and roccn by fir.u. siz Cav
‘Scuutas ovorhead can assist by cvbsorvation. TUnits should n/» 1 in
tho etteck with firo and povomont. 411 men oust give the wroixyy the
calubuity of boing to tho front and ovarhoad as infiltreinzi. scipers,
«or passing for an attacke

' (4) Tho tattalion command group must carry a 292 untenna
4n on the asssult and sot it up as soon as possible. D Courw. oy -
alteranta. CP, carried one :Ln en the aasau.lt — got it up, and it
vas :.nvn.luablo.

Z. SUFPLY, SUFTORT, SERVICES:

(1) Tho minimun snount of gear should bo carsiel Lito
an assault. This should te ono mesl, a puacho, &wo canteem of ws .tor,
solt tablots, cad pleaty of oxmunition.

(2) Cesualtios are & critical prublom. whon fira js
Pinning down individuals, one cosualty will cost onv or twu pove ©ia
attungsing to got to hin. Hoevy cuver firo tust bo erploy~l .. ==y
anid c.vor the attuopt to rocover tho wounded Lon and gat hiz o
the danpor area. Loedors at all lovols in contoct undur Ti-3
coutiously in gotting casualties cut. I lost many lcader. -
v.undod whilo recevering cosualtivs. Weumdoed must te puliid tack to
some typu .f ccvored josition and theon troated. Tpoops must not got so
cuncerncd with casualties that they forget the onomy and tkoir nmission:
attouiting to carry a ran out requircs up tv four oon as boarors which
can hurt a unit at a critical timo.

(3) Evacuatiun of cesualtics frcm tho aroms of cortoct
in this action wes a problome TUXE littor teurors would hevae beon a
tig holp. &3 it turnod out, fighting strongth bad to to wzed to
carry out e wcundod nan (3-4 mon requu'éd) or to assist many walking
vounded. (one man at loast roqu.u-ed in pany cases).

(4) vhen a can is wounded or killed, his wespun and soro
of his oquirment get soparanted freno hiz in many cesos. An 5-4 rojresent-
ative - officor or'NCU with assistonts, pust to prosent at loast in
tho battnlicn forward aid station and at thu collecting cuupany at
Ferward Su Jorte Some of cur oquipuont wos ovecuated vith ron all
the wey tu \ui lihun. 4lse wo haé many M-16's shot up and had to
bave roplacenents in the area. Therefers wo kopt a lut of woapons
in tho battlo aro. fur re-issuo. When wo were rulled cut wo brought
all excoss wozapons and oquipmont with us. Many cnewy woapons which
vere ca;tured and sont out with friendly XIu ond Wlas wore nover soen
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sgain, The wiit ceocander fishting tho battle in tho objcotive arca

“Yosos .cuatrol of oquipbent, friendly and anony, onco it loaves tho

~ forvard aron by helicoptor. 4 roro offoctivo "backstop® systom must

.':f‘ ‘be set up to catch this goar and ccntrol it when it arrivos at varicus
b ynlosding points in tho roar.

- (5) Rations are no mrudbloc. Fow men oat much when n a
‘heavy octiunj hovovor, water is oxtremoly critical. It wust bo presant
in quantity particularly whes thero is no strcam auurco availably.

: ~ (6) Tho pathfinder tcan was tromendous. Until they oould.
got in eround 1630 hours, 14 Movembor, all inccming sircraft had to bo
. guidod in and out hy tho battalion ccmandor on tho hattalion ¢e=nand
- pete & pathfindor toenm should go into ovary battaliuvn-sizod asccult.

(1) It tuok timo to reluad L-16 nognsines-ong “.vind at
e tico. In the hoavy actiun ve oncuuntared, this took oxcorsir: 4mg
ot tritical periods. It was particularly critical during ¢i :
attock. 4lso it was difficult tu keep traok of ompty nog "l e
s hoavy firo fight. Tho sulution nay be an oxpendablo, plitiic :ae
magnzino vhich is resuppliod to the rifloman fully loaded i n 1ndoleer
88" wa8 tha old M-1 clip of eight rcuads. also, tho preoscr.t " .moo
pouch nokes orawling on the stumach diffioult. )

(8) Tho individual suldior st becomo 8t lcaet ns cvod
-8 tho PuVN in camouflage tochniquaes cnd use of terrain cid folizgs
to covor and cenconl his movements. This must te empbacized. |
Y .

F. TEE PAVN EEMY:

(1) Eo appoarwd tu Lo wall-trainad. Ho wue T 1lvee
Ho was equipped with a prepunderanco of autumatic wnapons ons Hlasry of
ammnition.  Ho carried 3 - 5 Chinose potato masher hand grenatien. He
oarried a softball-sizod wad of cookod rico, must of thom eirmsed a
bed rell consisting of a piece of watoryroof plastic and e hercock.
His woapons wero well muintainod.

(2) Ho was an export at camouflago su? vz aras: =Lt of
cover and c. ncoalmont to perfoction. With only scell ~tmz, mastoss,
and antitank weapons ha cbvicusly sought to close w'in s N STBEWErA
quickly~boforo wo could discovor him = pessibly to sondsr erov il cuppert
less cffcctive and certainly tov ovorwheln us and fcice ua . P 1}
his torms. Without much ovorhoad fire support, ho probeti: tna o rfall
back on oxpert cauflage techniquos, attacks in nass, infii-saiors, and
stey-tchind killer perties. :

’ (3) Eo vas a deadly shot. 1In caring fur wy men.vho bhnd
beon killod and woundod, I was struck Ly the grcat number who had bLeon
shot in tho head and upper part of tho body == particularly in tho toad.
He dofinitely aimed for tho loaders =- tho men who wore shuuting, pointing,
telking on radivsc. Hc alse aimed for tho man carrying radios. Ho also
8ipocred tc concentrato on mon woaring insigniam ¢f rank -- Particularly

. Acn-comiisgioned officor with stripes on their arms. In this war, I
questicn if it is nocessary, possibly oven foolish, or inviting fire,
for nun—comnissicnod®officers to woor incipnia of their ¢rade ==
OT any onlintaod man fur that matter. Within tho soall units, all mon

| know. their loadors. In lLase canp tho leaders should wear thoir insignis.

. On oparrtions egainst the onoryy, thoy should woar claen-sloeve {rtigues,

_(4) W¥nen attacking, tho P.VN units ccnfronting us used
- P88 asceult tactics preceded in s.pe casos by litht mortar and anti-
tank Tocket firae. The latter I Lolieve is often ristckon for mortar
fire. Ec also used oncircling manouvors with 50 - 75 mon groupe. Be
°oployed his michine guns extromely woll and thorowshly understvod the
valuo of érazing fire. 4t night, ho infiltrated soall numbers up to
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friondly jositions. Thase enumy set up on top ¢f grossy anthills,
roes, and good close-in firing jucitions. He was oxpert at probing
dofensivo porimeter at night and wont to grost offorts to try to forve

(5) “Whon pet by heavy ground fire or by mrtar, artillery,
air, or «Ra he becomo less -orgnnized.. ‘Howover, he did not quit.
Napalm and white phosphorous he definitely did not 1ike.

. (6) He appoared to bhave no radios. Tho loadere ountrolled
" | their mwn by shouting. Dugles wero used during the night of 14 - 45

| Movombur on tho mountain alcve tho battalion porimetor. 4lso, &t night

" | on the mountein they usod signal lights.

: (7) Ho fought to the death. Whon woundod, ko uca®imed .
fighting vith his small arms and grenados. Ho appeared fanatic-) when
wounded and hod to Lo approochod with oxtrame care. Many Sroelly were
‘ahot by wounded PuVH, - .

(8) 'Ho also oppoarod fanatiscal in his axtrons affuxts to
recovor buries of his doad and wounded ond thoir equipment. E» povur .
stoppod his effufts in this rogard and used the night, the Lish gonzs,
tho ‘anthills and other concoalment $o0.maxrirmm pdvantagoe to ce:wy his
purpese. Wo found many of hia dosd with ropes tied arouad tho ankles
and a short, running end free. I gov two of my deod with eimilar -
ropos tiod around thoir anklos.

(9) Scme of my men who met.him fece to faco havo stated
that sumo PaVN appearod to be "hoppod up". Thoy bamcd this nnralaninn i
‘mere.stepo firving tefore droppinge In theso cases, it is juornibvle

that tho high velocity M-16 bullet passod cloanly throuch *iuso onamy
without any irmediate stovping effect. Llsv sumo wen statod that they
saw £ fow onemy koop thoir weapons at sling arms*alihough undar fire.

Ono aAcn-cumissioned offioor statod that cvne group of 30 or so enamy
cuntinued moving across tho front of his squad although it vas boing

cut to piocos by closo-in flanking fire. .

- (10) A faworito tnctic‘of the PAVN onemy we faced seened
to be an ngeressive small-unit encircling naneuver. A4aothor was a rapid
asgsault by 6 - 10 PiVN on 2 or 3 friendly. ° -

(11) Vo found scome of our KIu "dog tage" and wallets on .
tho bodias of duad PuVN,. :

VIII. Out of all tho ubuvo, tho principal points that I would like
» tv oophasiza aro: : .

4. VWo pust mnko imaginative and constant use of our
tronondous firo ‘support advantege tu kill tho P.VN enemy bLuefoure ho
gots sc close that wo must fight him on his tarms. This inoludos
heavy use of tho M-79 and even hand grenades to hzld hiz out so that
artillory, TiC Lir, and 4Ra can work on him. !

. B. Vo tust teko time and evory oportunity to trein our
Ben, and ospocially our replacemonts, tu porfection in small-unit firo
and ouvooent and firo zad m ouver. If wo do mot do this, mon will
bo killud who would not cthorwiso bo killed. ) ‘

C. Tho cormondor on the battlefiold must cuntinuelly anticiputo
vhot tho future say bring or cculd bring and tako steps to influonoo the
future bofore it comes abuut. This applios-to the enemyj; tu fire support;
8upply of nmmo, wator, ena medical supplios befure ‘tho rogquiremant arises; -
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to friondly reaction to pcssible enozy action; and to. all other metters
baving a bearing on & particular situation. alsv, periodically through-
" out a battle, the coirancer must neatally detach himself from the astion
* and objoctively think — wvhat is not Leing done which should be done to
influence the situation, and what is voing done whicn should not be pins
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~ FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

Copy ¥r _______

Hgs, 18t bn, Tth Cav
Plei he, BVE ZA168069
140845 Yov 65

Written transcript of Ora.l Operatiom: Order issusd by Lisutenant Colonal
zarnld G. Moore, Coma.nding Officer, ist Battalion, Tth Cavalry, 140845
Sovembar 1965.

1. SITUATION::
F 13 &IGW

(1) “ussidle’ Battalion vicinity YA 903032

23 fogzibla enomy on Chu Pong Mountain Y4 935010.

3) PYosailla secret base vioinity YA 960020,

E. 3rd Brigadn continuaa prosent m.sai.on o!‘ seai'ch and destroy
Scuth ozd West of Floiku, Ylei Me with 2/7 Cavalry Soutb of
- Plei e and 2/5 Cavalry West of Plai Mo. .

K

2. MISSION: 1st dattalicn, Tth Cavalry conducts Air Asssult operations
+ *°" 4n grosn LDE (Ia Drang Valley) to search for and destroy.
thu onemy. Operations will be concentrated on stream beds,
rivor bods, and woodod high smund to & maxioum height of
500 mtoro. . ) . B Q1T STC TN
3. EXCUTIOH: °

Ae Conee,t ¢ ¢ x.zations

o . A

(1) Manmivors Tho battalion will enter 'tho aroa of operations

. fr ~ompany olcucnts shuttling from thoir present locations
usirz 16 UH1D helicoptors landing at landing Zono X-RiY, © e
/ltezpato Landing Zones ere TANGO and YANKEE to be usad only

©  on vrder. Company B will land first and secure the lending

. vone. The landing Zono will be socured using tho tochnique

of sending out roconnaissance olcments {rom ono platoon and
roteining tho compw(-) asgomdlad a3 a striking foroo.

. Company 4, Company C, and Conmpany D will follov on order.
Company B and Company A on ordor will assemble in attack
formation off tho North and Northeast portion of tho lamding
.zona prepared to commencs & coordinated searching wovement
to tha Zast and Northoast on order with Company &4 on the
right (Eest). Company C initinlly Battalion resorve and
landing Zone security on order. trepare to oovo West and
Northwost to search lowor portion of wountain ares viocinity
.\:-}b..l'. .

(2) Firo Support: Thoro will be en 8 minuta diversiocnary
ertillery preparation vicinity Landing Zones YANX:XE and
TANGO, followed by a 20 minute tube artillery proparation
vicinity the primary laending Zono X-RAY with emphsasis on
surrounding terrain and the fingor and® draw Northweet of
X-RiX o
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-'I'hn tubo artillery will bo f:Dlowud by 30 seconds of Asrial
Rockat artillory faollowed by 30 socunds of gunahip pree’
paration just prior to touchdown of tho sssault conopanys
411 mortars undor Compngy. D mortar platoon controls !

, Fosition arca to be selectod after landing: Priority’ )
o ortirnai.nitiauqto(:omnthento%nmlm Lt
" ‘move off t.hn to Hast begins.

Bs Coupany At

C. Company Bi, _

! Di Co ) 'c»' '.'.i:“.'. ":".: % Vo . v“ bl i
: R ST g e
E. Compaay Ds .. - o 7 T MWIIOML
Fo 'Hot-.‘.l';‘..‘.!i'tt')ts %Mt "Move to Aqnding..z.c'mo Faloon on ardsr
utnizm; 2 GH-{I':.» : ) )
Ge Coordimting Instmtionll ' i ' o L . :- @ '
hd e
(1) Bech rLflo oompany -be proparod to asgumo ni.uion of uv .'
othnr rLfle conpa.ny on vrdor,- . -:,- . R “
(2) "C" mt Irequoncy v111 'be uud for e o .‘.‘.'

(5) asll rine cor.rpan.i.es tako onn mrta.r und. m.xim nmnitiono .

(1) All.rortars will bo breught dn as mnm..x. 4D hm uzd .
" Planod under Conpaw D ocvatrol. e s -.--',fr' .

A &

4. LDhINlSTRAIIC‘( LND INIBTESI BT

N

‘. . ln .
" &e No mles \ull be taknn into obJooth’o ’a.ru until oleared to: do-
8o by tha Battalion Co!:nuder.

B, Forvard Svrply point \rill ) at lu.nding Zone Faloon 4a022032.
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® THE IA DRANG CAMPAIGN

October| 26-November 27, 1965

CHINA

'Y THE TIME OF OPERATION '
!Starlite, the Marines were not
ithe only American ground

them for all aspects of battle—reconnais-
sance, air attack, transport, and logistic
support—to produce a self-contained

NORTH
. ). VIETNAM

| W | combat troops in Vietnam. U.S:
Army Special Forces, the Green Berets,
had been fighting their own unconven-
tional operations since 1957, and advisers
had been attached to the ARVN for even
longer. But in the aftermath of the Marine
commitment to Da Nang, President
Johnson had authorized the deployment

2.+ and potentially devastating force.

On July 28, 1965, President johnson
announced the commitment of the 1st

. Cavalry to Vietnam. The division had

formally come into existence only a
month before, absorbing personnel from
the experimental 11th Air Assault Div-

- ision (Test) and reassigned units from the

2d Infantry Division (now given cavalry
designations), but the commanding
R officer, Major General Harry W. O.
\?‘l"{ Kinnard, was eager for action. More than
o % 400 helicopters—OH-13 Sioux for recon-
~,  naissance, UH-1 Hueys for assault and
. infantry lift, CH-47 Chinooks and CH-54
%> % Flying Cranes for heavy lift—were
* o loaded on transports; these, together with
Thebrangy 16,000 personnel and 1,600 vehicles, were
Campaign °\. shipped across the Pacific, approaching

of entire army formations.
On April 14, 1965, the 173d Airborne
Brigade——the army’s rapid response force
for the western Pacific—was ordered to
move to Vietnam, and, three months
. later, they were joined by the 1st Brigade,
1o1st Airborne Division. The latter was
initially slated to relieve the 173d, but
, ended up fighting alongside it. The steady
! escalation of U.S. force levels had begun.
Both. formations found the transition

THAILAND

CAMBODIA

TN AT

“éong River

to war frustrating, acting as heliborne™ ™|, - \ ‘= ;& Vietnam in early September.

: : ? : « H ’» = N A SOUTH - \~ ’ H

infantry in a country-wide “firefighting s ~ viETnaM & General Westmoreland’s first reaction

role. For much of the time; the troopers 27 Phnom g, /J was to split the division, sending each of
.were involved in repetitive, tiring, and - k1 (B';':P'""_ N “"  its three brigades to a different part of the

mundane “walks in the sun,” chiefly in Sl Sa:.wn’““‘/f ~ country; but Kinnard was adamant: the

War Zone D north of Saigon and around K = whole point of airmobility, he argued,

Pleiku in the Central Highlands. The VC

were initially reluctant to engage U.S.

troops.

One of the reasons for Communist

caution lay in. the enhanced mobility
displayed by the Americans. Helicopters
had been used before in Vietnam, as both
Ap Bac and Statlite showed, but both
airborne brigades were now using them
on a much more regular basis, lifting
troops over difficult terrain to landing
zones (LZs) in the enemy rear. It was an
idea that had been explored as early as
1962, when Secretary of Defense Robert
McNamara had set up the U.S. Army
Tactical Mobility Requirement Board
under the leadership .of Lieutenant
General Hamilton Howze. :
By 1965, “airmobility”” had been taken
much further than that displayed by the
to1st and 173d, who used helicopters
only for movement: the newly activated

- 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile) used

48

We are in heavy contact. These

yys are good!””

TAIN ROBERT H. EDWARDS, LZ X-RAY, NOVEMBER 14, 1965

was to keep the closely integrated force
together to maximize its impact.

" Kinnard’s view prevailed, and he was
ordered to deploy his division to An Khe,
35 miles inland from Qui Nhon in the
central provinces. An immense heliport
{soon to be dubbed “‘the Golf Course™)
was constructed, and the 101st Airborne
was drafted in to clear Route 19. On

~ September 14, the first Regular Army

helicopters flew in to An Khe.

The central provinces were not chosen
at random, for, by the summer of 196y, it
was becoming apparent that the area was
under attack, not just from the VC but
also, more significantly, it was believed,
from elements of the North Vietnam}ese
Army. Infiltration of NV A regulars down
the Ho . Chi Minh Trail in Laos and
Cambodia had been recognized for some
time, but intelligence sources were now
painting a much more menacing picture.

. They were not mistaken: a special Field




Shoulder sleeve insignia of the 1st Cavairy.
Division (Airmobile). This unit’s hard
fighting in the la Drang Campaignwon a
Presidential Unit Citation. -

An engineer of the
Ist Cavalry comes
under fire near
Chu Pong
Mountain by the la
Drang Valley. On
November 14,
1965, th|e entire
1st Battalion, 7th
Cavalry,|was
helilifted into this
area at I.|Z X-Ray
and ImmFdiately
raninto two NVA
regiments.

Men of the Ist Air
Cavairy Division
(Airmobile)
unload their Huey
in the Chu Pong
Mountaié\ area
during the
campaign.




‘November 14, 1965,

THE IA DRANG CAMPAIGN/2

The origins of airmobility

The U.S. Army used helicopters for medical
evacuation and light transportation duties
as early as the Korean War (1950-53).
Indeed, while that war was still going on, in
August, 1952, a decision was taken to create
12 helicopter battalions which would be
used for ferrying infantry units into combat
over difficult terrain. But technology lagged
behind: it was not until the development of
the gas turbine engine in the mid-1950s that
helicopters could be given the power to-lift
heavy loads. The Army was slow to capita-
lize on this potential, even though a’few
officers were already discussing the possibi-
lity of self-contained heliborne units.

In january, 1960, recognizing the need
for rationalization, the Chief of Staff set up
the Army Aircraft Requirements Review
Board under Lieutenant General Gordon B.
.Rogers. This Board made a number of
recommendations regarding the design and
procurement of helicopters, but said little
about. how they could be used beyond
observation and transportation. it was not
until April, 1962, that a wider perspective
emerged. Secretary of Defense Robert

McINamara, exasperated by the Army’s
apéarent inability to think beyond such
unimaginative possibilities, set up the Army
Tactical Mobility Requirements Board
unclier Lieutenant General Hamilton Howze
(ABIQVE LeFT). The concept of airmobility,
with its emphasis. on the full range of

military capability within one heliborne
formation, came out of the Howze Board. It
led to the creation of the |Ith Air Assault
Division (Test) under Brigadier General
Harry W.O. Kinnard (ABOVE RIGHT): the
formation that would enter Vietnam in 1965
as the Ist Cavalry Division (Airmobile).

for the LZ, probed to
the east and was
charged, unsuccessfully,
by two NVA companies

By 1100 on

the first elements of
the Ist Battalion, 7th

Cavalry, had been
helicoptered from their
base at Plei Me to
Landing Zone X-Ray (7)
just east of Chu Pong

"Mountain (4). A major

U.S. search and destroy
operation in the valley
of the la Drang (1) had
begun.

Shortly after setting
down, Company B (6)

‘moved off to the west

and north toward a
spur of the massif.
Waiting for them in
positions on the
mountain and in the
valley'were elements of
the NVA 66th and 33d
Regiments (2 and 3),
diverted from an
intended attack on Plei
Me. Company B was
soon pinned down by
fierce enemy fire: so,
too, was Company A
(5). which had been
dispatched to provide

support for Company B~

on its left flank.
As the battle

developed, Company C

(8).. prc:\(iding securit
P

>

50

(9). With Company D
reinforcing Company C
around the LZ's south
and southwest
perimeter, the
cavalrymen held on
until 1800, when
Company B, 2d

Battalion, 7th Cavalry,
was helilifted in to
bolster the defenses.
" Next day, November
15, the NVA mounted

_spirited attacks against

X-Ray, but with
artillery and helicopter
gunship support, the
Americans repelled

their attackers, By the

time| the 2d Battalion,
Sth Cavalry (10),
arrived overland at
about 1300, the threat
had subsided. The NVA

had melted away.




Force under NV A Brigadier General Chu
Huv Man was preparing to seize Kontum
and Pleiku provinces, before thrusting

.[O\Vﬂrd the coast and splitting South

Vietnam in two.

For this to succeed, the NVA had to
destroy other, more westerly, Special
Forces camps at Plei Me and Duc Co,
opening up the main routes to Pleiku
City. In late July, 1965, the NVA 32d
Regiment began the campaign by sur-

rounding Duc Co, threatening to over-

whelm its defenders, who were a mixture
of South Vietnamese Special Forces and
Montagnard and Nuong tribesmen, all
under U.S. Special Forces control. An
ARVN mechanized column was commit-
ted to relieve the base, but was caught in
anambush four miles east of Duc Co. The
-NVA, under heavy U.S. air attacks,
eventually withdrew, having inflicted
51gmﬁcant casualties.

The NV A 32d Regiment was Jomed by
the 33d in early September, linking up
with the local VC main-force battalion to
establish a base on the eastern slopes of
Chu Pong Mountain. This was a 174-
square-mile massif that straddled the

‘of a

v

border| south of the Ia (River) Drang; it
rose more than 500 meters above the floor
rolling plateau of jungle that
stretched the 37 miles to Pleiku City.
Unknown to the Americans, General
Man was about to receive a third regi-
ment—-the 66th—that would increase his
command to the equivalent of a division
(nine igfantry battalions, each of 550 men,
backed by artillery and support units). It
was the first time the NV A had operated
in the South at a multi- -regimental level.

Camp Plei Me was attacked early on
October 20, and the ARVN responded
predlctably as the defenders of the base
fought|for survival, a mechanized column
was ptepared in Pleiku City. But local
ARVN commanders, scared of commit-
ting their troops, stalled. It was not until
Westmoreland agreed to send the 1st

Ist Cavalry A
Division troopers
are pinned down

by enelny fire as
they ﬁght to
establl'sh anlZin
the la Drang valley

in November,
1966. By their
action, the Cavalry
were ableto
preempt a major
NVA attack in the
Central Highlands.

Brigade, 1st Cavalry, to Pleiku to guard
against possible envelopment that the
relief column set out, on October 2:2.
As the column approached Plei Me,
however, it was ambushed and, despite
heavy U.S. air support, the commander
insisted on caution. Only when Kinnard,
in an early display of airmobility, hehcop-
tered artillcry forward to LZs close to the
ambush point did the column begin to
move. Plei Me was finally relieved late on
October 25, having survived only
through the.courage and fighting skill of
its Green Beret garrison.
Westmoreland was impressed by the
rapid response of 1st Cavalry, and on
October 26 he agreed to “give Kinnard
his head,” changing the role of the
division from one of reaction/reinforce-
ment to unlimited offense within a parti-
cular area of Vietnam. Kinnard was given
responsibility for most of Pleiku, Kon--
tum, and Binh Dinh provinces in II Corps
Tactical Zone and was ordered to seek
out, fix, and destroy anv enemy forces in
the region. He gave the task to his 1st
Brigade, which immediately began wide-
spread aerial searches, hoping to find the




By the summer of
1965, U.S.
intelligence was
aware that a
combined force of
NVA regulars and
local VC was
threatening
Special Forces
camps at Plei Me
and Duc Co in the
central provinces.
NVA Brigadier
General Chu Huy

Man’s apparent
plan was to drive
east across the
country to the sea,
cutting South
Vietnam in half.
Countering this
threat were
units of the Ist
Cavalry Division

(Airmobile) under

Major General
Harry W. O,

Kinnard, stationed
at An Khe. The ist
Alr Cavalry were
. oy wﬁﬁgﬁhﬁt

2

soon in action,
helping to relieve
the besieged
Special Forces
camp at Plei Me in
late October,
1965. This success
led to their being
sent on the
offensive in an
area near the Chu
Pong massif and la
Drang valley,
where there were
signs of a major

st base.
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At 1037 on
November 14, 1965,
after 20 minutes of
bombardment and-
rocket fire, the first
elements of the 1/7th

’ Cavalry, commanded
by Lieutenant Colonel

Harold G. Moore,
landed at LZ X-Ray
below the Chu Pong
massif.

Colonel Moore

established his
command post (5)

. near a large anthill in

the center of the LZ,
an area of level

- ground covered with

elephant grass and
scattered trees. Moore
then ordered Captain
John D. Herren’s

‘Company B to strike

out northwest toward

.a- mountain spur

protruding from the

. jungle-covered wall of

the, Chu Pong ().

The la Drang Campaign

Duc Co
Special Forces Gamp @

: %l“lbany
¢

Chu Pong Mountain

=) Q U Columbus

Plei Me
Special Forces Camp
° ;

L1 Falcon ﬁ

Hot to scale

As another wave of
Huey helicopters (6)
came in to fand at 1245,
Herren’s Ist Platoon (3)
ran into enemy fire. On
its right flank, 2d
Platoon (4) also came
under fire and was then
rapidly surrounded.
Captain Herren
responded by moving
3d Platoon (2) to cover
the left flank of Ist
Platoon, but it too was
soon to become mired
in the firefight.

Meanwhile, back at
the command post,
Colonel Moore called
up artillery and air
support which
eventually succeeded in
subduing the enemy
fire. This allowed the
rest of the 1/7th
Cavalry to be lifted in
to LZ X-Ray at 1500
hours. As a result,
Moore was able to set
about reorganizing his
defenses.

On the night of the
14th, 2d Piatoon,
reduced to seven
unwounded men, was

" left to fend for itself as

Communist forces tried
to overrun the LZ. But
by 0900 on the [5th,
reinforcements were
lifted in to X-Ray and,
with 2/5th Cavalry
approaching overland,
the NVA began to
break off the fight.

It was not until 1030
on November 16,
however, after another
night of fighting, that
Moore was finally
relieved. The battalion
had sustained 79 killed
and 121 wounded
against an enemy body
count of 634.
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l
Creating LZs and FSBs

For airmobility to be effective, helicopters

had to be able to land inside enemy-held
territory to bring in the men, weapons, and
supplies needed for offensive operations.

‘Natural landing zones (LZs), such as jungle

clearings, were likely to be defended, so
quite often they had to be created.

Once a location had been chosen, path-
finders and combat engineers would de-
scend through the jungie canopy by rope
rappel or on special “Jacob’s Ladders’ from
hovering helicopters, while other aircraft
“prepped” the area to disrupt any enemy
response. On the ground, the advance
engineers would begin to clear the under-
growth and trees with chain saws, axes, and
explosives, creating as quickly as possible an

area into which the helicopters could de-

scend to disgorge assault platoons. In some
cases, a rough; defensive perimeter would
be set up by reconnaissance troops. The LZ
was then ready for actual landings.

The same techniques would often be
employed to create a Fire Support Base
(FSB) usually located on a hilltop so that
emplaced artillery could provide support
to infantry on patrol in the surrounding
countryside. As such bases needed to be

)
falrly substantial, the initial clearance mlght )

be done by dropping special *Daisy Cutter™
bombs, primed to explode .just above
grodnd level to topple trees. A stake would
then be positioned at the center of the site
and a i31-foot rope attached to mark out
the main bunker line—the bunkers being
15 feet apart. :

Asimilar rope, 246 feet long, marked the
outér perimeter. Bulldozers would be
brought in by helicopter to dig command
bunkers and artillery pits, followed by a
battery of 105mm medium howitzers. Dug
in and protected by barbed wire, mines, air
support, and infantry, the FSB would be

- ready for action.

U.S. Army UH-I
helicopters (RIGHT)
fall into a tight
landing formation
atanLZ near -
Phuoc Vinh, some
40 miles north of
Saigon.

On a hilltop base
(8ELow) men of the
1st Cavalry
Division wait to
hook a 155mm
howitzer to the
hoist of a CH-54
Tarhe Flying
Crane.

troops responsible for the Plei Me actack.
The 1st Brigade was spearheaded by the
1st Squadron, gth Cavalry, whose task it
was to fly light scout helicopters at
treetop height, calling in “aero-rifle pla-
toons” in UH-1s whenever contact was

made. The brigade’s main body was made '

up of three heliborne infantry battalions
as well as artillery and aerial-rocket fire
support, the latter delivered by spcclally
adapted “UH:- ips.? ;

Unaware that the Plei Me attack .and
ambush had been carried out by NVA

régulars, the Cavalry concentrated on
afeas to the north and east of the camp,
hoping to spot VC guerrillas returning to
their home villages. Little was found,
chiefly because General Man had ordered
the 32d and 33d. Regiments back to the
Chu Pong base in the west, where they

-would link- -up with the 66th Regiment

}:cfore renewing t theu: attack on Ple1 Me.

It was not until o720 hours on
November 1 that contact was made, when
gth Cavalry helicopters, ranging far and
wide, spotted movement about seven
miles west of Plei Me. Aero-rifle support
was called up and, at 0808 hours, a group
attack was made on what turned out to be
an NVA field hospital. In less than 3o
minutes, 15 NVA had been killed and 43
captured, along with a mound of docu-

" ments and_ mcdlcal cqu1pment Isolated

'.e



firefights continued throughout the day,
at the end of which Kinnard could claima
“body count” of 99 NVA for 11 of his
own men killed. Airmobility was begin-
ning to bite.

It soon became obvious from the
captured documents that the Cavalry
were looking in the wrong place for the
‘wrong enemy. On November 2, Kinnard

ifted his search pattern to the west,

ere 9th Cavalry scouts had already

reported jungle trails between the Chu
Pong and the Ia ‘Drang. They started
sweeping the area on November 3, setting
up a temporary LZ south of the river

from
mounted. Late on the same day, one of
these patrols ambushed elements of the
NVA 66th Regiment and then helped to
defend the LZ against attacks that cost the
Communists a further 72 confirmed dead.

Kinnard now suspected that the Chu

hich infantry patrols could be.

Pong area was a major NVA base On
November 9, he relieved the 1st Brlgade
of his division with the 3d (“Garry
Owen”") Brigade, commanded by Colonel
Thomas W. Brown, and ordered it to
prepare for an assault into the Commu-
nist-held area. An entire battalion of
heliborne troops—the 1/7th Cavalry—
was to be lifted on November 14 onto an
LZ at the foot of the Chu Pong and then
patrol out, searching for contacts.
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