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To: Department of the Army · 

Subjed: Statement on the ~ctions of Captain Ed Freeman, A Company, 229th 
Aviation 'Battalion, ·during 14L17 November, 1965 · 

[ was .the commanding officer of B Company, !lst 'Battalion, '7th ~Cavalry, 1st 
Cavalry Division, during the historic. 14-17 November, 1965 battle at Landing Zone 
X-Ray, the Ia Drang Valley, Rkpublic of Vietnam. My company was the lead ' 
company in the battalion's. ai!i1

\ assault into the Landing Zone on 14. November and 
al~hough badly outnumbered, was q~le to hold off f~r the next ~ee day~ a North 
VIetnamese force bent on overrunrung and destroymg our enhre battalion. 

One of the priricipal relons we were ab!O to survive one of the fiercest battles 
of the entire Vietnam War wa~ the critical support provided by the aviators of A 
Company and attachments of the 229th ~viation Battalion. In fact, if they had not 
kept bringing in additional reinforcements, and resupplying us with water and 

I . . 

ammunition during the critica~ first hours of the battle, I strongly doubt if we would 
have survived. In addition, the voluntary evacuation of our wounded ~nder · 
intense enemy fire that knock~d out at least two of their helicopters and dama&ed a 
number of others was an extraordinary act of bravery, probably unsurpassed from 
my readings, by any other a~iation unit during the Vietnam War. A number of my 
twenty-one men and the battalion's who were eva<...'Uated during that first day after 
being severely wounded,· owe their lives to the aviator's heroic effort. 

, I was a first-hand witness to some of these heroic acts by the 229th aviators, 
and particularly to those of Mkjor Bruce Crandall and Captain Ed Freeman. As I 
understand it, they were the dnes who volunteered to bring their flights into the LZ 
after the troop ~ovement andjduring the first hours of the .battle when enemy fire 
was so heavy ~hat we infantrylmen could not manuever and one of my platoon's 
had been virtually surrounded. I was personally pinned down near Captain Ray . 
Lefebvre who had. just landed I with elements of his company and moved towards 
the southwest. part of the LZ which the North Vietnamese were threatening to 
overrun. My radio operator wjas killed and Lefebvre w~s severely wounded in the 
arm next to me from enemy machine gun and rifle fire that unrelentingly swept 
the area. With help, I carried· ~efebvre back to the battalion CP area, and shortly 
thereafter, Crandall and Freemlans' flights .came in and eva<...'Uated him along with 
other wounded. I remember Being astounded that any helicopter could land under 
such enemy fire. 

Later that day, I called for water and ammunition which my company badly 
needed. Again, somehow, Ca~tain Freeman's flight brought it in giving a 
tremendous boost to morale arld providing essential support for us to defend our 
position. In the early evening jhours, the 229th flew in much needed 
reinforcements from a company of the 2nd Battalion, 7th Cavalry who deployed on 
my right. · 
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The second day of the battle, after an early morning enemy attack that almost 
overran the. LZ, ·we wer~ able j to extract my cutoff platoon which h~d suffered twenty 
two casualties out of thirty men. A number of these had been senously wounded 
and were quickly evacuated from the LZ by the 229th. While the intense fire from 
the first day had slackened, hflicopters continued to be a prime target for the North 
Vietnames~ gunners in the Cpu Pong foothills and jungle surrounding the LZ and 
we could hear the fire directe1 at them as they flew in and out ·of the LZ. It was a 
great relief to me and my con;tpany knowing that our wounded wo.uld get out and 
back to medkal facilities and !kept our morale high. We would need that for the 
battle continued the next mobng: when the North Vietnamese made one more 
attack on the LZ. This attack jwas largely beat .off by another reinforcing company of 
the 2nd Battalion, 7th CavalrYi, which had been flown in the night before by the 
229th. 

I have the highest regard for .. the 229th aviators and attachments who 
. I . . 

supported us during the LZ x~Ray battle. In particular, I consider the bravery of 
Captain Ed Freeman who con!tinually volunteered at the risk of his own life to bring 
in supplies and evacuate wouhded during the first day of one of the fiercest battles 
of the war to be extraordinary and far beyond the call of duty .. 

~/. 
JVIY.u. 

ohn D.· Herren, Colonel, (Retired) USA 

. ' ' ~- ' ., ' . 
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e Subject: Medal ofHonor Rec0mmendation for Major Ed W. Freeman 

To Whom it May Concern: 

J 

The purpose of:this letter is to provide my strongest recommendation for the award ofthe 
Medal of Honor to then Capta~n Ed W. Freeman for his many heroic flights into LZ X­
~ay on 14 N~vember 1965. I ras ·th~ ~17th Battalion S-4 on t~at day and ~ersonally we~t 
mto that landmg zone on two ammumtwn runs. On the first fltght, the helicopter I was m 
was shot down in the LZ as wd were departing. Onthesecond flight, over an hour later, 
the landing zone was just as hJt as the first time. (See attached copy of my Silver Star 
citation). I know for a fact tha~ Captain Freeman volunteered to make ammunition runs 
before our first trip in and continued from then on, throughout the day. Every bit of 
ammunition, water and medidl supplies carried into X-Ray, with the exception of my 

I 

:two flights, was _carri~d in by ~reeman' s flight. I did not learn until later that he had 
made 14 such flights mto X-Ray but I knew he had flown an awful lot because I was 
sending tons of those items byiChinook (CH-47s) into LZ Falcon, about five miles from 
X-Ray and Freeman's helicop~ers were carrying into X-Ray. I was told later by the 
Battalion Commander that if that ammunition had not arrived when it did, they would 
have run out and been over-ru~. That was the hottest landing zone' I saw or heard of in 
my 54 months in combat unitslin Vietnam. Enemy troops were shooting at the 
helicopters from within the LZl, from snipers in the trees, and from the tree lines. I could 
not believe the Freeman helicdpters could, or would, continue to fly into the LZ. I don't 
think anyone asked them to m1ke these flights. I know that no one in my shop did and 

I 
the first I knew they were underway was when the two I rode on showed up for ammo 
sent by their Flight CommandJr. I went in with them because I had to know first hand 
what the units needs were. · 

Freeman's flights carried out all of the wounded from the LZ, except our two 
flights, after the Division MediEvac pilots refused to fly into the LZ because it was so . 
hot. There is little question that many of the seriously wounded would likely have died if 
Freeman had followed their le~d. Even after there was, in. my opinion, sufficient 
ammunition and supplies in thb LZ to meet the Battalion's immediate needs, Freeman's 
~ights continued based on_ t~e !number of wounded still needing evacuation. He still took 
m ammo, water and supplieS T each run and brought out wounded. . . . . . 

By their last flight, I kriew that my battalion in X-Ray would hot be lost due to 
lack of ammunition and I kneJ, no wounded were waiting for help in the LZ. 

·, .. ·· '•,: 
. -, ·~. 
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Freeman's flights were not only among the most courageous and heroic ever 
made but they were also proba!bly the most critical flown in Vietnam. If he had not · 
volunteered and made those albost epic flights, our unit would have been known for not 
only having been annihilated a~ the Battle of the Little Bighorn by the tndians but a:lso for 
being annihilated at the Battle ofLZ X-Ray by the North Vietnamese. 

· Freeman's remarkable ~isplay of courage and caring, his ignoring. of the almost 
overwhelming threat' to his life and the extreme danger that existed in going into an LZ 
where others, without dishono}, refused to go, were the bravest acts I have ever seen. 
There are hundreds of familieJ who owe Ed Freeman more than they will ever know. He 
certainly deserves and earned fue Medal of Honor. 

I have always wonderl wfiy Freeman was not recognizedbefore. Now is not too I .. 
late. He is well deserving oftme Medal of Honor. 

-~ .. ~; 
Gordon RoElnski 

Then Captain Infantry 
S-4 -HHC I st Bn 7th Cavalry 

. 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile) 

Enclosure: Silver Star citation 

.... :· 
:,·. '':' ,'1•"' 
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'GENERAL ORDE&S 
•NUMBER .365 3 

• ' ' 
·DEPARTMENT OF THE ARM! 

HEAWUARTERS ·UNITED STATES ARMY VIETNAM 
APo· San Francisco 96307 

. AWARD OF THE STI.VER STAR 

11 June 1966 

· 1. · TC 320. Th:e following AWARD is announced. 

ROZANSKI, GOROON P. I 05307525 . CAPTAIN INFANTRY United States ~ 
HHC, 1st Bn, 7th Ca'Vj, 3d Bd.e, 1st Cav .Div (AirmObile), APO 96490 

Awarded: Silver Star : :_ 
Date action: 14. November 1965 t~7 ' 
Theater: Republic' ot Vietnam . , l .. 
Reason: For gallalntry in action: Captain Rozanski disti~uished h~ 

self on ]4 November 1965 while serving as battalion S-4 Officer 
partici~ting in a resupply mission til the Ia Orang Valley, 
Republic jot Vietnam. A friendly battalion ·became engaged in a 
fierce battle with an estimated Viet Cong regiment and requested 
immediat~ supplies. At this time, Captain Rozanski dauntlessly 
voluntee.r:led to accompany the supplies to insure prompt and ef­
ficient d!elivery or the badly needed material. Upon landihg in 
an area·, ~hich was under intense hostile fire, Captain Rozanski, 
realizing, it was essential for the supplies to be unloaded 
quickly, ~epeatedly exposed himself to the direct tire to expedite 
:the unloatling operation. As the helicopters· were being unloaded, 
Captain Rbzansld.l' with complete disregard !or his safety, crossed 
the open !grouiXi o! the landing zone and carried wounded personnel 
back to tre aircraft while receiving hostile tire. Upon leaving 
the lazxUng zone with the wounded, the helicopter in which Captain 
Rozanski ~s riding was hit and forced. to make .an emergency · 
landing. I Without hesitation.~~ Captain Rozanski began transferring 
the wound~d from his downed aircraft to another rescue helicopter 
while repfatedly subjected to a heavy~olume o! VietCong !ire. 
Enroute tp medical !acili til:ls.~~ Captain Rozuski applied lite­
saving first aid to stop serious bleeding of one of his injured 
comrades., Upon arrival at the .. staging area, Captain Rozanski 
quickly lfaded more ammunition end prepared to return to the 
opera~ionrl areao A!ter arrival at the landing zone, Captain 
Rozanski.~gain braved hostile fire while assisting in unloading 
the amrm.m.t1. tion and in loading six more critic ally wounded American 
soldiers.! He then departed the unsecure area amidst withering 
tire and again administered first aid to a. badly wounded soldier. 
Captain Rf~anski 9 s unimpeachable valor.in close combat against 
a numerically superior hostile force was in keeping with the 
highest tfadi tions of the military service and reflects great 
credit upon h:On.sel!, his unit, and the United States ArDzy". I . . 

Authority: By dirrction of the President unaer the provisions of the Act 
ot Congress, approved 9 July 1918. 

• i 
I 
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·November 25, 1996 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 

SUBJECT: Helicopter Operations, 14 November 1965- Landing Zone X-Ray, Republic of Vietnam 

This letter ~epresents an eyewitness alcount of the actions of Captain Ed Freeman while serving as Assis­
tant Flight Leader of sixteen UH-u:) Helicopters airlifting pt Battalion,' 7th Cavalry (117 Cavalry) into 

I . 
Landing Zone X-Ray in the Ia Orang Walley, Republic of VietNam. 

Captain Freeman is to be recognized for conspicuous bravery and exemplary leadership of his platoon of 
four aircraft throughout the conduct of an air assault mission on November 14, 1965 into Landing Zone X-

. Ray. His Platoon was the second flight of four in a formation of sixteen aircraft. Landings were made in 
two groups of four aircraft as the LZI accommodated only eight aircraft. The first sorties into the landing 
zone were relatively uneventful. HO\lever, commenCing with the fourth sorntie, the aircraft began encoun­
tering enemy ground fire that increased in intensity with every successive lift. On subsequent lifts, enemy 
ground fire began taking its toll of aitcraft. A number of air crew members also sustained wounds as the 
greater enemy force closed around thJ American troops into the proximity of the LZ. As the battle devel­
oped, the enemy threat escalated and ~e security of the landing zone was threatened. Often upon landing, 
enemy gunners were often only a few meters from the aircraft and able to deliver fire on the airships at 
point blank. 

. . 
Throughout the battle Captain Freem~n led by example, exhorting his crews to continue support in the face 
of a superior enemy force. Captain F.jreeman demonstrated exemplary leadership skills in rallying his air 
crews onward to continue the mission. In the face of insurmountable enemy odds, he successfully led flight 
crews being tested for the first time in combat. ·Captain Freeman's calm demeanor and his frrm leadership 
under these trying conditions were instrumental in gaining the confidence of his subordinates. His personal 
courage, an undaunted ability to perfbrm fearlessly under fire, coupled with a stalwart commitment to the 
mission were all a source of inspiratibn to his assigned crews. The air crews hailed his call and willingly 
rallied and followed him throughout Jntil the mission was called off by the ground commander due to the 
i~creasing enemy threat. The flight w1as dir(!cted to return to laager at Plei Me. · 

· Upon returning to the refueling area· dt Plei Me, Captain Freeman was advised of an emergency re-supply 
mission of ammunition and water to rlz X-Ray. Fully knowledgeable of the conditions at the landing zone 
and realizing the critical condition ofl the infantry unit, Captain Freeman willingly volunteered to accom­
pany another ship on the mission. He subsequently performed fourteen re-supply lifts into LZ X-Ray, de­
livering critically needed ammunition! medical supplies and water to the infantry unit and evacuating at . 
least thirty wounded infantrymen from the battlefield. · . 
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Captain Freeman performed the re~sup ly mission of critically needed ammunition, medical supplies and 
water under the most challenging cdndiclon.s as flight conditions deteriorated in the battle area. The landing 
zone was obscured from the massive artlllery strikes and air bombardment around the landing zone which 
reduced daylight visibility. His expert a!rrmanship and extensive flight experience contributed immensely to 
the success of his mission. Again he derformed extraordinary feats of bravery, executing high speed ap­
proaches to the landing zone to ffiitigat~ the effects of the enemy fire and landed with precision at the de­
termined position in the landing zone. Disregarding his own personal safety and at great risk to his life, he 
remained stationery on the ground as ~1e ammunition was off-loaded and wounded soldiers were placed in 
the aircraft. Again on these flightS, his :tircraft became the target of enemy gunners, often at point blank. 
Soldiers loading the wounded were the elves wounded or killed. His aircraft recoiled from the strikes of 
enemy rounds. l 
His heroic and conspicuous actions wer undertaken after a pair of DivisionMed-Evac aircraft aborted due 
to the intensity of the enemy fire. One/ ?f the medical aircraft had landed but departed before it was fully 
loaded. The second aborted when it w~s struck by enemy fire on approach. Conditions deteriorated to the 

:;e~~~:~~~ :~~ :~~:~h~~e:Js~rd~r~~ ~~~~c~~~ibly co;lete thJ .~:;!~: ir~:~~r:,~~;e::; 
sorties evacuating soldiers from the ba!tlefield were night missions, further hazarding their success poten~ 
tial. 1 

Throughout the entire mission, Captai~ Freeman demonstrated his commitment in support of the ground 
forces, disregarding danger to himself./ On this mission, his dedication was unquestionable and his tenacity 
undaunted. His air support determination served as an inspiration to the friendly forces on the ground and 
undoubtedly contributed to the survival potential of the besieged infantrymen and the wounded soldiers. 

Captain Freeman's gallant performance in the face of hostile fire is in keeping with the highest standards of 
the military forces of the United States land reflect great credit upon himself, his unit and the United States 

. Army. Because of his untiring efforts bn that day, his unwavering commitment to the mission, his demon­
strated unselfishness, the courageous a~d repeated flights into the LZ in the face· of enemy fire at the risk of 
losing his own life, Captain Freeman s1ould be awarded our Nation~s highest military .award for heroism. 

I submit this statement voluntarily, asl eyewitness to Captain Freeman's actions on November 14, 1965. 
On this date, 1 was assigned to fly' in the same aircraft as a pilot (then CW2) accompanying Captain Ed 
Freeman on each and every one of • thf flight sorties identified on this statement. I certify that the events 
documented herein are complete and accurate to the best of my knowledge. 

-:-~· rr~ 
~d~J. 

MAJOR, USA (Retired). 
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12-01-96 

Subject: Recommendation for A ard · • · · 

1. Recommend approval for aw ., d Of, the CONGESSIONAL 11EDAL OF HONOR to ED W. 
FREEMAN, CAPTAIN, 428-4;1838. . • ·· 

2. Captain Freeman was a mem~er of the Aviation task force suppol-ting 1st Bn.; 7th Cav. 
Reg., during operations conductetl in and around Landing Zone (LZ), X Ray. This force was 
engaged in combat and surroundbd on .. three sides before all117 combat troops were airlifted 
into LZ X Ray. The untenable d~adly situation caused the ground force commander to 
discontinue landing further troops since they were being wounded and killed as they tried to 
depart the landing aircraft. ~ 

3. Captain Freeman volunteered to fly almost certain risk oflife and desperately needed 
flJghts into the killing zone ofLZ 1 Ray, even after the ground commander had decided to 
discontinue landing of troops and material. The undersigned was an eyewitness to these 
repeated acts of extraordinaryh~roism during the entire period of the operation. Time and 
time again he risked his life with !abandon in order to deliver desperately needed 
ammunition, medical supplies, ahd food and water w:hile ~ome1000 enemy were pouring 
onto the only available landing z~ne for the operation, Additionally, he rescued gravely 
wounded troops from the battlefibld and flew them to much needed attention in medical 
facilities close to the combat are . He risk~d his life on flight after flight into T .7. X Ray, 
exchanged aircraft whenever his was badly shot and damaged, and continued on with the 
desperate mission of supporting the 117 Ca.v. in an all out effort to save a potentially bad 
situation. 

4. This eyewitness observed Captain Freeman making at least 14-16 flights into and out of 
LZ X Ray, performing support arl.d rescue missions during a deadly and most critical 
situation. Thes~ ?llssions invo~~ed resc~e of downed fellov.: crewman, ~esupply of badly 
needed ammurution, food, medichl supplies, as well a!' medical evacuation under the most 
intense eneiJ?.y fire. . ·I · . . · ·. . · 
5. His extraordinary heroism, personal bravery, and self-sacrifice clearly distinguished him. 

· above and beyond other soldiers land the call of duty. More importantly, his actions in great 
measure were responsible for sa:ving the day for the 1st Bn. 7th Cav. and helped turn a 
potential disaster into a great ·:ctory at LZ X Ray. · · 

VALENTINO PANnlTT~ 

(/~1M-~ 
LTC, USA, (RET.) 
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b(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical information 

concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA] 
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To Whom It May Concern: 

I support the recommend tion that Major Ed W. Freeman, USA (Retired) be recon­
sidered for the nation's highest award for heroism in combat: The Medal of Honor. 

I am of the opinion that ~e her~ic actions of (then) Captain, Ed Freeman, 22 9ili- -
Assault Helicopter Battalion, 151 Cavalry Division (Airmobile), while actively participating 
as a UHlD troop lift helicopter aircraft commander and flight lead~r at LandingZone X-Ray, 
on 14 Nov 65 in the central highl~nds of (then) the Republic of Vietnam, along with one or 
two other co-volunteers, morethk satisfy the criteria for this distinction. . 

I was there as an aCtive p~cip~t, fully cognizant of the situation, condition, and fury of 
that violent battle. In addition, while researching to writing a proposed book on. actual troop lift 
helicopter warfare at X-Ray, I haye since 1988 amassed a decade's worth ofhistorical material 
from archives, libraries, after action reports, and remembrances of over 100 other X-Ray active 
battle participants. This letter is 'uta precis of a rather voluminous Memorandum for Record of · 
over 50 pages of referenced historical documented helicopter crew events that took place at the 
X-Ray battlefield. [Memo will b~ provided for review upon request.] Based on this, I can 
vouch for the validity of Ed FreeJ1 an's reported actions. To me, the facts speak for themselves. 

I was a flight leader at thi battle. I lost 2 of my 4 aircraft due to enemy weapons fire. Ed 
Freeman not only knew this, but ~e also knew that within 60 minutes after the battle had turned 
violent at 14:30, that 1 out of 3 o the 16 original troop lift helicopters had been downed due to 
combat action; anc;l, that an Air F rce A 1-E aircraft had been shot down in flames over the battle­
field. Yet, he still volunteered· at isk of life to fly several emergency flights carrying in urgently 
needed ammunition and carrying tut critically wounded soldiers. · 

. I find that Ed Freeman .the made several landings in X-Ray, with a few being made 
during the "14:300:16:30 period" temembered by the battlefield comm. ander in his 7 August 1996 
Memorandum as "the critical pe1od." US troops were then being put under siege by an almost 
overwhelming enemy force that was seriously threatening to over-run the American position and 
annihilate all there then contained\in a small perimeter·being penetrated by aggressive enemy 
attacks. Yet, Ed Freeman knew tHat aircraft were being shot at, shot up, and shot down; that . 
Americans were being killed on ~e helicopters and upon exiting and boarding them; that an Air 
Force A 1-E had been forced to crash; that smoke and dust nearly obscured the landing site; that 
enemy fire and mortars could and Hid reach into the battlefield; and, that the enemy practically 
had surrounded the force in X-Ra~. He also knew that medivac helicopters had refused to land 
on the battlefield to evacuate the any, many wounded then needing immediate medical 
attention in order to survive. Reg dless of all this, Ed Freeman still volunteered at risk of life. 

I . 
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I find that Ed Freeman 'Yas not required by duty to exceed his assigned task, yet he 
"freely chose to run the gauntlet of enemy fire time after time" as cited by the battlefield 
commander in his 9 Dec 65.0pclrations After Action Report; and, as written in his book [p106. 
Moore & Galloway. We Were Soldiers Once .. 1992]: that "I [the battlefield commander] 
asked ... aircrews ... for the last measure of devotion, for service far beyond the limits of 
duty and mission, and they came through as I knew they would." He states, in a letter 
written 7 August 1996 on "Huet" Support X-Ray Battle Nov 14-16, 1965 that"three things 
happened: (1) sorely needed ... d

1

lements of my battalion ... brought in to sec~e the small 
2-chopper emergency LZ; (2) all ... wounded were evacuated, some of whom would very likely 
have died in X-Ray; and, (3) m~ understrength battalion was resupplied with water AND ammo. 
We were fighting three. enemy b~ttalions ... bad it not been for ... Hueys supporting us, we 
would have gone down for lack of ammo ..• " 

And, I also find that Ed ~~eman, while freely choosing to go 'beyond his duty require­
ment - that of flight leader and aircraft commander during the 16-hour day -- accomplished these 
gallant actions: (1) he evacuate4 at least 22 to 30 (perhaps more) critically wounded soldiers 
from right offthe battlefield; and (2) as documented in General Orders No. 847, of23 Mar 66, 
"he completed 14 landings on mkdical evacuation and resupply missions under intense enemy 
fire." Three of these 14landingJ, perhaps more, were made under the most dangerous of condi­
tions. They occurred when the ehemy, having penetrated the perimeter, was seriously threatening 
to over-run and annihilate the X-\Ray force. They also occurred at a time when Ed Freeman . 
found that not only did he have to land his own aircraft within range of direct enemy weapons 

I 
and mortar fire; but, that he also had to fly right under friendly artillery being fired over the 
battlefield to explode on the enethy at the edge the perimeter within which he had to land his 
aircraft . Ed Freeman also flew ~t least three or more extremely hazardous sorties after dark. 
There was no moon, no horizon to be seen, the battlefield was shrouded with black dust and 
smoke, over-head aerial flares ca~t an eerie undulating glow over the jungle surface, the enemy 
occupied the high ground over thb battlefield, artillery blasts speckled the area with explosions of 
light, and the enemy was in forcdl all about the battlefield perimeter with the battle still raging, 

· Thus, it is my opinion that (then) Captain Ed Freeman deserves to be reconsidered for 
recognition under the terms of th~ National Defense Authorization Act of FY1996:S.1124 
Subtitle C. Section 526, dated 22 January 1996, for risking his own life riot only once, but on 
several occasions to directly save the lives of at least 30 wounded Americans, and to indirectly 
save the lives of over 500 infantrymen in battle by providing the critical ammunition they needed 
to prevent being over-run by an almost overwhelming enemy attempting to annihilate them. I 
can vouch for the heroic actions Ed Freeman performed that, in my opinion, more than satisfy the 
criteria for The Medal of Honorl · 

2 

Paul P. Winkel, Jr. Colonel, USA Ret) 
formerly, 229th Astl Hel Bn, 1st v Div (Ambl) 
LZ X-Ray Active Battle Partici t, 14 Nov 65. 
Research Historian 
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GENERAL ORDERS 
HUMBER 847 

.H&l.DQUARrERS 
1ST C.i..V'Wlcr DIVISION (.:.mt:Bn.E) 

1J.R) San Francisco 96499 

AWl.RD OF THE DISI'INGUISHED FLYING CBJSS 

23 Maroh 1966 

: 1. TC 320j. The,. f'ollovillg aW.lJ..IU) is announced. · .· · · . 

~, ED W. 01884148 CAPr.li.m CORPS OF ENGJNEEru3" ·United States AI1Iq 
Aviation Compl , , 7th Special Foxces, 1st Special Forces Gmup, 229th 
Assault Helicopter Battalion 

I 
:b.waxdeda Distinguished l'lying Cross 
Da.te actiona jl4 November 1965 · 
Theatert Re~lic of Vietnam 
Reasona For ~el:Oism while participating in· aerial flight. On 14 Nov­

embef 1965, Captain Freeman distillgu:ished himael! while serving 
as 11ircmf't Commander and .L.ssistant Flfsht Leader of 24 ~-lD 
heliboptors in the battle of the Is. DJ:S.llg Valley, Republio of 
Vietkc. Qa.ptaiil F:reemn 1 a mission w.a to a.irlift the let .Bat­
ta.llcbn, 7th Ca.vali;Y, let Cavali;Y Division into Landing Zone 
"X-RtY". On app1:0ach Captain Freeman was advised tba.t the 
landing zone was under intense eneiey" fire. Realizing the se-

. I 
riousnesa of the eituation· and the· possibility of the landing 
zonal bai."lg overrtm, Ce.ptain Freeman, exercising ~oroeful leader­
shipr led his platoon through the hostile fire into Land.ing Zone 
11X-Rayn. UI=On mtum to the staging area, a request vas reoeivec 
fmml the infant~ battalion coiiiii8nd_er for ammunition reauppl.J' an• 
evac~ tion of seriously wounded personnel. During the first · 

· le.nd+ng, hea-vy fire was received and the aViators were visibl7 
sha.k~n and reluctant to retum to the landi.Dg zone. Captain 
Freokn, .realizing the serious needs of the in.fant:ey-, immediatel · 

I volunteered for the hazardous mission. He auccessful}J' landed. 
. I 

. despiite the increasingly' heavy fire directed at his aircmrt. 
:· Diaph.ayin8 extreme stability and brava:q, Captain Freeman. re-

.. I mainrd on the ground even though several men were killed in the 
procrss or loading the 'WOunded aboard his aircraft. Captain 
Freep:.n 1a unselfish and heJ:Oio aots at the risk of his lite 
graapy aided tha uni ta on the ground. Captain Freeman faced 
the Cievas ta. ting fints o£ the enezv again and again, until he bad 
land~d in Landi.ng Zone "X-ltey" 14 times O!l 8Jlllluni tion raauppl.7_ 
and madical evacuation missions. His actions contributed ~ 
·measjumbly to the victorious outcom of the battle. Captain 
Free~:en' s coumge in the face of hostile fire \IS.S in keeping 
vi t~ the highest traditions of the military service and rgflectl 
oradlit upon hililsel£ and the United States ~ray • 

.A.utborityt BU direction of the President, under the pmvisions of the A• 
ol£ Congress, 1Lpp.mved 2 July 1962. 

. .'' : . 
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• 15'!' h...·:i,'.:...;.l.,.~, 7Tn C.oY.:.:i.Z! 
1.:>T 'c..~·..:.zy DIY!~!v!o (-Il<luti..L;;) 
~ ~r~'rrcncisco, Ccli!~r~ 96490 

. . 9 llooucl:..':lr 1965 . l .... c~ -··-··· -~,,. . , __ , .... ·- -.. r 

. -..# 

I!" .. ·. "' -. • . . . . ..... ·._ :. . . . . . .~ I 
ZUliJ..L'Ta .:.rter .o.cti..ll Rq:•-·rt, ·L. lhL . .l;(i Y.:l..:.loy v:oort~tl....n 1st l.ettr.li:;lla "tl 

7th Cevo.lry 14 - ~6 !t<•VOQ\".Ql';1965 ~~~ : tyt~-,... ~el_ ~ 

.\wlpi ri/V>--..''7. ~J~ '·! 
Cc.ccezu!i.nr. O!!icor , .. ~~. ~ ?'/,1-> , 4: 
~ hrit:.-:s\8 : 7- - t.."£-lh-.,~ 
1st Cevn.l..ry DiviBi•.m (..:i.rulbil.o) ~ -~ t[ ~ ,-;t('j, 
.;..RJ l.i.:i i'~roaa 96490 · · \ '·, ~ • ~ ~ • 

I. ::~~~a o;•r.t~ ••• I vu tbo ~~~~;p.~ 
~tt:.li~·n, 7t!! Cnvulry. vn 23 ilevoc.:..er 1965, I WIOS :.r. ~.tad 1~c\ turner\. 

bvar tho lc.tt01li~n t ... tV suci::au~.r. 

l n. : .. c:"GnutiiH>a 

. ... vn 10 1;·::>v111.1lor 'tho:.: ~ttcli~ll ~.:::.vo:t !r ... lil the 'bNI11 ·a . .r..1- at 
l.ho, c .. crc!i.;..r~tus L-.1476476, l:y l."l-2 to i\ !wrvar.l ~tri~ aruo !'.S"S~oUy 

Az.,l~ SOUth C•! 4'J.eiku1 C,j(lrUiJ\ntee ~19')}40• •!'ro:..t.l th01'0 0 1-.l.l- CUI:II,·~iea 
.l.oru ::huttlurl tho Sl!l·AI r:cy by ITri-111 111tc. .. &Oarc!l an.: c!.cstr.y o;er:-.til:..u 
ln &A crur; ta. tho dMt o.:! :t'lui lie, vicinity cc..crt!1Nltc::; "-·20C17 t ... :.'...7606. 

., ·4·u C .. n,1ucto.·. BD.tur&.ti.n rz:.tl'l.·lli.n~ thr.'\l~.n tho 12th vi th li1~ht C1:nt.·.ct 
. lrJ .:lnl,y C .. r.;:..·.I\Y' -• wo nJ.so Cun;..UCtCC. h CiViC ,·.ctic:n l•I'I.•t_:%'1W 8U1l·l.Yi.oc 

r.le<!ice.l ciC:. ;:n•;, lJSUi. f .. o-: tr l.L:nta{.ncr<:~ villr.,:,c, i.C .·ulC'.tir.n 2oo~ 
du••rc;in&t .a :.. •• 237073. Un tnu 12th, th~ ...::sistMt llivisi..:n C<>loot.C.llcler - ._, 
r~uri.14; 1\ visit t" the· U.~ttalic.n, in:liC11t.:Jr: tc. thu :i:lrit;ac:o C.a.r.::.n!ar 
~:lo'lt he lw: nl.' , tjcction tc tho l11ttcr unc!_tnr. 11 L.'\ttali·-n intc.. .the 
I:.. D:C.J:.;. Valley. ·:i':•i~ we t:;;:.k es &.ll alert iln•! bot..:.n 11 Z:CA' study. VA 

113 ;,·vvoctcr, tho ~-~ttz:.lion Wa3 r:rwod c:n ~·:-i,.a:lu oric:..·a .t.. a Dow ;-.rua ot 
o~r.,ti ... ns t~uutb ilnr\ sc.uthwcst c.•f l'lci l-10. Vnca ar,<:.i."l sctur;..tiOll 
~tr .. ~linr: Wll3 c nr:uctcr'. out .;.! eu•~· be.sos th:'t-u_';huut tho c'l.ey with 
n~ c:;:1tc.ct. Ccur,~ :i! w;..:.~ ~irli!t .... t.ftor 1500 hours intc tho j,r4,l:da 
Clr:'l

1 
c:u:. 01.!1_ ,;ocuri ty, an:, fc.r E.Jl iLll:.uc:i...to rc;o.cti'-n !c:rco under l:lri(;tlde 

c •.:tr:.l. J.t closed intt ~ositiun by 1800 huura. 

j ~~ -t c;:-:·rc.::;i.r.o;~tel,y 1700 h>,ur&, t:no :i:lricwio CuU!lWlder o.nd 
l visitc:l tho:l Cno;.r.ny ... C.r' &uuth e>f rlci h:::. Dl:rinr. the visit, tha 
l:l ic:ode Cur:.:o~::.nrler r;;wo iou.. "rdcrs tw oxceuu ~ o.ssrult b;,· hr,lic'-ptar 
=.AtC' tr.a I.:. Drt..J.(; Vi'.lloy, north c! Cii11 11.1HG t,untnin c.:l.rl.y tho noxt 
r;xfrnin;; with 01 ltis:u.on cf C· n-:.uctin{; &o:~.rch <..nd Gt~strc·y L:l-O=.:..ti ... o.a 
tiu:c.u;..:h tl'.o 15t:n. T:.o o.rc:~ ·•f upcn·~tiC!lll Wt:B ~<~intcc'. uut en tho l:'lllp 
uld ho 1.-u';.rtlOC::. IJ) th;.~t we woulr! bo su=':..~;rtud !r.c.: ~ &-' •• J.Culi 

1 
Cl·"rd­

i:J:~t .. a ~0230}2, l;y twc r4tterio3 c,! 105t:lU ~t.witzc.r o.rtilla:cy -· c-na o! 
wijicn woulr: ~o mv11:: t·y nir !r.;~ r.w.I I-..; oo.rl:y •in tho 14th l·ri ... r t, our 
assuult. . 

I C • ::.: roturnucl tt: t\Y C1' n.:~a: ?lui :r.oe; !orr.ulr.ted n tonto.tive 
Pllc.nl ic::uad instructic.ns to r.zy stc.!!; vrwcure(: !urtt:.cr o!otail.!! !rog 
3df D:~u." .ace.dquertcrs r~o! tu~ sur,~ .. l"ti.lG helic..-lJtOr unit; cnc1 it~suud · 
a l.l!r:unr: •·rc!.er tc. ·~ unl. t Cl·LU.nc!.crs, st:.!f, ~f.. su&:;.ortl.11(; olci:IOllts • 
Eyl2200 hours, 13 ''CJYO.t.l"...o:, w.l.l pro:~tiuna hal! 't;oan z:.ccc~.;:..·lishc.:c!. Vllich 
"ot&f! ::o11si':.•lC1 without :-~ t.ctu::.l ~ :ae .. nns.isso.nco. ~.rrnnt.ot.ents in­
eluuce :-.n o.:..rl,y t::.;..rnint; 1.irli!.; c! C~·c:..cn.v ll 'baclc . to r~ t..:;a ciroctiollS 
to th.: e.:-~~.nc!.urs vf - illlr~ C Ccr:;.:.Jlic.:t: t~o conccntm to .their olar;.ollta' o.t. • 

.. 

·, 

i • 
I 

I 
I ·• 
I 

I 
' 

L. ____ ---·-· .. I 

.. 't""' ... · ... ...... 
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· li,.:ht ui .t.ilo lr.rr;cst ~ick-up zcnola) in t.h011ir r::~arc:ctiva a_ctcraf 
. !ror n fi.l.·st li#lt air rooc.n by i!'~l ko7 oc.LD'Illdara azr: atr.!t 

•· J. til» cf 06~0 bcura vc.a aot for iaaunnco nt J.:Y C• oi · t.h8 
ion t'rc'.ar • · · 

.. D. -t this til:lo, tha "f'ishtin.;" atran{;'th c! m;y l.ette%"91! OOIDpllllililll 
v&Jl~ intO t!l11 oporatit.n v;.;.n aa !~:~llovaa 

--~ 

UCficera kll oz:r~cua 1:!!.!1 

5 115 6 164 

5 114 6 164 

6 106 6 164 

4 76 5 118 

pril:lnr:Ll7 -~.ua to mali:ria an·:· ~~ 4iacharp.ea. 
Clso hzl.'. 3 - 5 men at tc.aa c=r r.t Moll ·Xhe aa {:Uilr'Jj .. aiU.,. 

rotenticn, t~t~·! b .so Cli!llp ueo. d.evalor.Q811t · V<Jrkora. 
8 - 10 can on R en~ R or nbaant going l:aolt to pra~e Ear Jl 11.114 Jl. · 

(l) 14 lic-vocbar c'.avne•! b:Lirbt nn-: clo::r. ~hortly llf'ter 
lir~t o.t 0630 hours, Ct.liiPM,T ll v..a roturnoi to ~ttuir-n central 

i.e a..'l". bo(;:n mnlcin.; !incl. r.reznrt.tions tc:.r ita rt•lo c.a tba 
COiillJ:!.'\Y. T!ao C!l.in::~uks vhich ·lw: csrrill'i :1:! C:.;:r,..'aey l:-6ck vera 

;wwg~u·~•H to cuva Lil.ttc::r,yi _,., 1st llattali.:n, 21st ..rtillai.·y tv ~­
·Il.Lazutou. Tho nir rao•.·n pert7 ·hn". · aasmilblo·t t~n:l attar a 

gr .. o;;n;;;'IOl . ..,n on the ~-urroav c.r tho recun 0 £lic_:ht route, anc~ itina 
vo tvok o.r.r in tvv tr.d-1D1 s escurted bt tvo gun ships • 

rcuto is shcvn on tha c.tt<.c!ht~ skotch (·~o.b .. ) • \111 IM!!o one 
~.:.sa c.t o.bout 4500 !oat r.ctw:.11 !lov north ),IQ.IIt Due C(., 

co..<t..n;:l.ll~:o'IOtas Y..S45255r crl:iter. !iva tlinutos, thtm !lev a~:~uth ll'Dnorally 
::ltWI r~:~uto c:n··• nt th.:: sr.lOIII ll.ltitu·l.o, nno! ra·~urn~ to :t'loi he. 

rocc n ili'.rty inclur\od. tho i.lf!.ttt.li:.n Co~arJ S-31 l:!ll.tto:-~ic:n 
....:io.ison \)f'_.:icerl CuetlM-'linh Otrioor, llc.ttart J., 1st Da.t·i:o:.lion, 
ler,r; C. -::c..nr!int;" vtticcr B Cccraey (M:~s~ul t Coc))Wl.Y); &cout 

L-~.or, Troop C, 1st f.ctuc.:iron, 9th CRv<.lr,y; an!', tho CotDNU\ing 
, Cc:::ap<>.ny ..1., 229th .:.ss.1ul t .r.olicupter &ttnlic-n (o~.vn ~ ... , 7th 

- .............. 1-'c.rcos, 1~t l:llJ';lCJ.:U :.O'orcvs ~roup). 

., . 

(2} Durin,, tiao uir roc n, scvcrz~ vi~on &ram vo1·o suloot-• 
. ..:r.l.ors ... r thu rcc<.:n r~y as rcssil:le lr.Mi."',:: z.,nos in an~ .o.ro\llld 
:J .. ~:G Vdloy. '!Jpon ro-r;urn !rem the rec,'n Rt o.t.:ut 0615 hours, 
ivocl t:'. vrittc:n z'rC-(~ ~or !rul:l llri~o vhich. spcci!icclly da-

o.rcc ot o;,..arllti::ns. The :u-ac is sh:lvn on the at~~chud crap 
I then reccivor!. cc-r.l.lonts c.a t•• tllo I.e. tv be u:Joa. 'fhrea 

ties !ell out \.J! thu ~iscl~sion - ~· s TJ•W, 1.-H...Y, and 
'l'ilb ll) 0 T.JM> Vn:J ciscc.r~i:l:i ns tho ~rl.r.:r,y LZ !.:~r baing 

o.g. D. "well" - ty;:.o ~ with tall trues p.rcund it, Me'. !vr 
scnll - Ct•.·:>.eity u.r throe to f'c.ur 'Dli-1D1 s. It vc.a ncrood 

&M Y.Jll.:...; Cl'ulcl bc.t!l }Nl4bly r.ccoi1Cc'.r.ta eight tiii-1D'a 
J.r•nc.:llll<· '-- .L tcntr..tively toe mod on U ~-R.;Y ::.nd ~rv~oc! tc issua 

'rder 1csoa on t~t =olecticn. Concurrently 1 clisr~tch3d 
S.cout ;,uctiln for t. lc.v-levol fli{:ht Uil C;d L. l),;.,,l,(, Vnll07 

t;r.in r!otr.il.o<:. in!CJJ."'!l'·tic:n tin :..-~, Y...i'l'-o:c., tho surrouncllJlg 
cncl tt. louk t .. ·r sit_:nS v! onaqv :~CtivitT• . Thu C<1vc.lr,y ;,cction 
in i!l•!li'Cxi.l:".;.t.:ll,y 40 tlinl.tos vitll thf.l in!CJra;-.;.tivn -tb.:l.t Y.Llt~ 

.2. 
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~-spotted vi t!l. high. stumps and vould be di!ricul t to use aa a land-
• • io(l ... ZO.ne. ·.~.:..a Cav&J.ri ~action .conrinled that 1.1: -..-IU.l could tab aigbt 

to ten 'lili-1D' s at one tiua. llo signa of ene1111 activity vera detected 
around X-~, and- tbo Cav;Ur,y &action VAS ·not fired on dur~ ita lov­
lBTal racon. ·Severn! trails vera picked Up and their locations vera 
noted. The Cavalry ~action· also reporte<', seeing COJU:I) wire on a trail 
north or X-R..l· which .led east ud veat. ito. tnils led through lJ. X-RAY. 
I lllllde ~ decision to land at A-R.J with '..C..;.l'IOU and Y.Ali~ aa alternates 
to be used only on oy ordtor. I then issued u oral operntion order. 
!:!educed te writing, it is aho.ched at Tab C. t'resent to boar tlia order 
vera all·~ Com~ Commanders; the battalion staff ~·special starr, 
the Wt Com;·BZ13' Colllll&llder ·and his _;.iaillon Utrioer to U.e battalion, 
the Cavalry bcout S110tion l.eader1 ;OJ, Ilatter:r ·A, 1st ll&ttaliun, 21st 
.t.rtillar,y1 and the 3rd lirigade 8-3· 'J.'he llripde Coi!DIBilder arriTed duro:. • 
ing ~a issuance or the order ud VllB sepe.rntal,y briafed shortl,y 
thereafter. lt vas then reported to ·mit .that tho tvo arti.Llar,y batteri11 
vera iJ, position, and '1. sot a tilrla or 1030 houre !or the aaaault land­
ing with tho 20 minute tuba artiJ.lar:r .preparation to lJa timed to ~ 

. comploto:l at ii-iulur m1nua ono a:Wmta. The J. and C Cumpan.y Co&.1111Wldera 
vera thon flown back to their companies. Tho B Compan.y Collm8llder 

· roturnod to his unit on tho Pllli hJ airstrip on a 11111.chan1cal mula. 
Tho tilllo vr.s ·~·Pl"O:Z:illlatoly 0915 hours. ~ nooossary preparations bad 
aither.been completed or vera nearing compiation. -iio -probla1111 had 
been r..isod. 

Duu to last minute }JOsitioning or th" artillery PlOOIJII 
causud bY llir rDVUIIlant d11l~s, the .pra}.&ratOr:Y lirell did not bogin 
until 1017 houre. l vaa in tho load afrcrart anc!. had a good viov 
or. thaso fires·. · They. voro preciaaq vllora ruquirod, and ·botwtitullJ" 
til 3d Vith th11 la.ndinc of load alomonts of tho AsBC.Ult COIIIJI&l\yo ¥ina 
voro concontrntad !)ri.ucipall· · around thu l.S.o11hng zono, in tho troaa 
and hiSh l;rass, .a:.~ on a finE&r o.nd in a drnv loodiug down !ram the 

· hiBh ground northvont or J..-RJ.Y. ThU aorir..l. f".rtUlary cc-JiiU 1n on t~ 
hecla or the 1.ubo E.rtillo17 !iros l:l1ci vork~d ove1· tho nrc~ for 30 sooonda 
o~untU •• g hh.l.t thoi.r loads - then vent into 11. nor.rb:· r.ir orbit 
on call. Tho lift l.c.ttalion gun ships took up tho !irus :\lid voro 
il:::x:'iir.to~ llhue~\·of tho tlil-1D1 so .i.8 we C·.m& in ror tho ASsnult lnnd­
ing ell r'.uor. t;U:lllers fired into tho troos "I.IUl high grnss. · \ru ~od 
~:rnl rr.n l%'1..:%!1 tho l;lnding zono into tho tro.:s !1ring our l-1-16' a F.t 
lil:cly onuoy positions. ltf co~ BroUO! cunsiatod or r.vs.,l!, tho 
bt.ttr.liun ~crgoiUlt i·l!\jor, thu llat·~.:J.ion ~-2, r.v tvo r'll\io operators, 
az.d •' 'iiotn"lalso nctioncl., s:mt down b,y :Grigcdo, hr. i;ik - a 1-.cnt~ 
who c;,uld spc;~ gt~od ..nglish. In r:r:r COIIICi!.o"ltl chopper orbitting botvoen 
.r'lui he :.n' ovor tho L .Lio:.JIG Vc.llc.,:: vor.:~ LV 1;-3, • ..rtillor,; Liaison 
llfficer, one! Lir.ison vtficor !rom tho h.:~licoptor lift COLI, any, end r:::t 

· Forvr.rd •.:ir Contreller. l hac~ plC".cod ,;hoc thor.: during tho nssnult 
fur bolst llxocution or their ~~utios, !c.r r.. cocmunic<:.t ions rol::.y, and 
tor an r.ir CIP. vn thoJ srounc!. vo rocoivod no ono~ tiro rntl. IIndo no 
C•·nt..ct upcn lrn~ing. Tho terrP.in VI!S, n ..... t end c.:.nslStod or scrub 
trac3 up t" 100 root hi&h; thick olephr.nt grllSs vc.r.rins in hoight !rom 
OM !~.oct tt. !ivo root1 r.nt. nnt· hills- thrt.~out th4J c.ron up tu uisbt 
foot hish vith thick brush ~:nd olophlltlt grr"..sa on az:·, a.rollild thee • 
..lung tho.; Vustor;, odgu of the W 1 tho trOllS o.nd grUIS •·Dl\) US~Ciz.l.ly 
t11ick Ln:! ox r.ondoC: of! into tho Jungle. on tht1 foothills or thu moun­
t.A.in. · •hotogrr.phs or tho r.roe. aro. at Te.bs D and .::. Tl.loso }:hotoa voro 

,.· , -. . . .,_ t•lkon liovort'.l deys llf"tor thu rici:i.:t-n.-·e.ll"c!.ed 1.;,nce th., :~r,c. is less 
-- ·'·tolil'.tod. th."lll on 14 ••ov•n ... bor''vtitin'.'vo ve11t in. '.l'ho 16 t..h-1D' a returno4 

ttl tht1 Ploi l'lo arar.. to pick up tho rinzW.or o! Cocr::ny ll o.nd a port­
ioft ur th11 next cucpcn,y to bo brought in - C<imlJUI\Y' • • Tnus bu{aUl tile 
procosa or shuttling tho bcttaliun. into· tho &roil. c,f oparc.tions. The 
t~ of t;lo OSS.lult vr.s }irociaol,Y 1048 hours • 

C. S.:iJu:rtll U ut -~·....:: L;.ii.ul:.ot. v.J ••. ~ • .l•J.) L-I.l'L..l. l.:vu.l!l.C-.:a 

( 1} In complirnoo Vi th 11\Y' instructions, thll Ii Compaa,r 
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tho lllllC:.i~ :r.c:no by h!lving ouo~ cf hl.s p.1.ntuun loc:.d- \ 
1 dia:l.l'\teh his aquadll .iJlW diffartant nrees, 50 to 100 motora o!! 
~ing :;c.D& tu recc;..noitor, while ho rctcille~ the bal::uulo of his 

ootiaiXIM' concealed iJl n clUJIIP of treoa au!. high ·grp.aa no:.r the cantor 
1:1. crer. a.a Ul cfflltlaivo atrilcina !..;rca. .i..t o.:-proxiJ:Iatel,y 1120 
ono of t.'lG rocon sq\1.0.t.s tclck n J:ris.:o.or. l. i.mi!CX:..intol.v tc:.ok 
Me'. tho Vio,nucese, hr. !tik, :!.11-'· vont to tho locl\tio.o. o.nd quos-· 
hi::• :Uo V:IB 'I.INI.rloiUG, d.ros11ec'. in c!.i.rt,y khr.Jci shirt •·~ tl'(.USBrl 
s.:~rilll number ~n ono cf tho~ aiairt oi'auleta, l\lll! ccrriod 31\ om~t7 

"""-r..•n~, hu stated thnt ho Om! oatCil t~nl.T 'balwla.s fLiT fivo cteys, cn1 
t;lu%'\1 vera throe 'bat-.;o.lit.:ns en thu ~UD.taill c:.\x.ovu us vhc. vnntad 
w.cr: to ld.ll AliiOric&DS :but h.ct. 1boon w:u.blo to find :thom. .ao 

that hu v:JB in .tho ·l;orth YietruU!Io.la.: ~. Tn-. I; Cu101pa.n,y 
I;<J•~tl\cler. vas cl.r ,ct.:d to intons1.C,y his roc"nn • .iss.1nco in tho ·r.r<JC". 

tho prisr.;nor hui been t.&kan \nuc.r tlio I:ICuntt.in), lllld t ... ;ro;are 
til" c.; Cc.r:~iJ8113' msaion of soarchl.Dg the lover ,~--ortl.= of 

r:.ounttUn nroo. vith 11101pb.-usia on thu fl.D8er ez1r1 d.r~o.v t ... thu north­
• lay cor..wnd chopper vas cl1l.l~ u &M. tho .prisoner vc.s tclton 
;illlcod1atal,y for intorrogati,.,n :lt tho llrigado 1:?. iJy tnan, 1210-

suffl.cient ulu~onta or C.:omr,~ • ~ lnndod \uno~pc.aod) to 
tho Lt. aecur1ty mission !rca Cuo!lQI\Y·l), M-lao olewnta of 
· plntc.cn of l> Cua_vnn,y hod. IILXoJ cout.·ct vith 
unou;, ri!lct:.Jn nocr tho J:)Juntd.n. Tho J, Cumpollly Ca~cr VRB 

nssuua thu C ·Co~:~ _sor.rching giasian1 to 1010vo u' the 
J.Oil:lllulg ~ovn tovnrda X-:l!.l1 en,.. tl: duvolo_:- tho aituo:tioJh ll 

'-"'lCI"JI!fiV wvod out, end I dirootod the coC&V'&or uf .. c .. ci).-..ey tc. pro,a.ro 
up into tho &P..co croa on ardor 'Whun CC.I:I:iJ~ C ·hnd o.rxivc.d in' 

·in .s\of!iciont .atrcngth tu tclto over~ security .... t th:.t th.o, 12'0 
vo vor•• t!lking no 1ira iri tllo l.l.. .~.r~o.'Wld 1245 buu.rs, land olw-
Jf Col:lpt.ll,)''· .11 b<Jt;cn 1;(.. ongcga in a !iro !'ight c.;f llltldor;..to in-

'-"'""'lLt.v ::ih.c;rtly aftarvurcle ut 11pl!J:'UXi.Jor.toJl,y 1330 h.-urs r Cou .. '!Jiding 
, Co~o~~;'lll.Y' ll ropt.:rt •. C:. t.'l~t ho vc.-.a bointt att:.oiCod honvil.Y by o.t 

tvo Cl·Dr.onnios uf oJnOLO' ~ thD.t his right ~lr.tc.on V3S in d,·nge.r 
s~..r:z:Ou.Mod cnc~ cut off fr1.u thu roat of til.;, c.:~u;,.•IU\}" by a 

f:.'I!}XIriur force. Tho fir3 fil9lt bocA~«~ intonso. ..lsu a 
cf 60 c.n~ 61 rr. cort<:.r !iro tcg:-.n ff\lling in tho~ ~ =·.1 on 

b Cc.l:lpezl¥ alsc. roccivec! sc·a: r.-ck.at firu. 

(2) . l:lhGrtly cf'ter t~ boavy tiro fight bogM, the lest 
.CorJilony enc the Cumpcey- Cocw::n~or on;: l..1ui olcit.JOnta l•! 

l· .nicx:. ·tho CoUill\.~•!lUlg V£1 icer, Comr~ 1.o vc.s orderod tu 
c .. n.;,IC'~ U}i en tho loft .. r b Cl•Ll~~; t.:. ustablisu l:4t¥Sic.-.l 

'"'·'·''""'-"-.:: vith it; t. ~JI"Ctcet tho~ il C.:~o.LipClly lc.!t !l;:.n..lq &n·! t,. send 
!ilct. c.n U:il t ... .t. Ci<.l.l:i!Cl\1 t._ fU>Si.st ~ <.;~"'~ in getting t.:. thu 

;;l.c.t. ·:.n wuich v;:s 111 d •. nger u1' ·wlUlg cut uff. ·~:1c C...CW>.nd· 
V!iicer, CuDi'ClJY C v;.s ;..rdoruc! t~:o t...ka Uy .:. LlwCkinS pc;siti. n u!! 
l nt:.i.ng z: no t..- th~ r.:-uth Md s~.uthv.lst t ... i,lt'.Jvont th..- lit. frc.m 

c·vcrrun fr.;c th.c.t cli.rcctic;.l, r.m. tv givo :;r ... -tocticn tc.. A C: o.~· s 
flo.nk. I callud thu :...-3 l.D t!1. CL·L'll:li:nd cbci;l;,or M~ tc.ld him .to 
c,:,· Fc;,rv~ o.ir Cant::. llor "uring ir. :-.ir stri..lco£1 bogi...:~ing un thu 
_!rinttu :;.f thu _LX-~~nin !.;._o~hills .&n~ vc:.rk cvor tho r:.:.unt~.in end 
.:.~prwGchos t.. tho ~ fr.~c tho vest end e~ uth in th..t i,1ri~·:o::ity. 

instructions vcru t::> be givon tc; the ..a.:. Lnr. tc tho e.rtillorro 
•. r !iros. varo- to gc tc !iro J:lisoil.na :lnd rcq'-'~sts fr;;r;i 

.,..,;:.n:Los w!.on nc;.t !irin(; in ros~....Oso t._,_;:, spoci!ic request, !iroa 
bu JX;urod iu as directed nb.ve. •rho Cui:IJ:&ny CuC:LI£1nc!ora, 
_.:bservars, th..J f\..rvsrrl dr c~·ntr~llor, cnC:. tho ~tillery 

MJo.i=••vn ·.-,rticor wore il.l.l br.vJUlg·dii!iculty getting c.,c:rdint.\toc'. ru1 tc. 
;.f. tho fcrvnrd 01lcccnta Of tho CCJ:lil~nieso 'J.'horo voro ,I 

torr;..in fcr.turos tc..:· ho1lp nnd tllu scrub o.nd trees nll 
'i'i:o <:.ir vt..c bua.vy vitb' ar~:.·k;.J uu! dust. » C.·_cpan,y had .al 

:,r.,bl-l.lS th:ll\ nny Cltllor COIMi.l1'-~ since it h=.d l.nO Jll~~t .. on SC:.£'C%'• 
fr: u til,;; rc::t l.! thG ct·tr.~<'J\Y in tb~; j~l.:~, nn~ C\.ulcl nl.-t proci-
:,in ?' int its l..,c ti1·n !t r i'Uli:O:.Bos d cle>a o-in !iro SUilP: rt. 

;:lt:t.;:m Vt'.S in n £ll"ving fir·.·fisllt against eo. fwrco ')f 75-100 oneJ:V• 
fr.ct tb."!.t. to1ia pl~t •. on VQ8 f::rvl1rd of ll &nC _ Ccl:l),l8ll.iOS dol.a,yod 
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ct o!iuct:l.vu tires in ·sup-j:>Crt .,£ thos.J tv .. c~.~r.;....nics. 
uaing th:: tacbniquo c.! ••vil.Jcl.,gi• !iraa dc.;vn t:1~.: o.;untc..in 

tho ac.. •. th and voat, !ires vera plr.c;.:l v.narCI tho;r g;..vo 
bull) to tbaso tv>• c..cp.:.nioa ..: OBi'lC.C1..-.lly. C..DilM,Y -· :&. a~cl.!icell.J' 

.. -.,~inoCl aovarnl c!rnYB locain.ts' d~"!D f'r .. u tho U..Wl~l.n 1 ·M~ ,'!f;.;nted !iroB . 

•.. llt.coi ..Jll onoi.if l:&Jrtar ~Bitir.na sightod ~r susvoctud ... ut tu 81 1:11:1 

:a~rt.:r ro.ngu. 'l'vo P.ir strikoa vere ~so ·bri."\4t.t in on the vnl.la7 
rti:.c.r t..• tho n:.n:1voat un ~ no'\1' thll l.~.~e<:.ti\ln ut tho s.us£~Ucted ' -enecy bnttalit.n roportod by. h~or ho.:dqusrtora tho. pravioua dq • 
.:.t this pc.int, tho LoUBt criticnl. :;1oriod u! thtt .nttornoun 'busan• 

l3) 'l'!.1>. J. U;;clJ~ Co=a.n4or acint up on ;:lr.t~on to l:l 
CoD1l&o"lY ~ dirwetel!. ~'his }ll.iltu:,u hoRde!! ,,ut, buca.r.u. ungr-80d, end 

. · obdDil Ui' en tiio right c.! :& Co.IOilJNV" r'l.tilor tb.llll the 'lurt. 'Tl1is vas 
Q;"iifuaing tc. lx.th t.!1e o. C: 101~D.ri,.v Col:l:lAndor 811<! J:VB.llt until le.tor 
"in tho nttornc.eon vhGJ\ tho ll..cati .. n or tl.ia plzl.t.lcn boo~ at rtcd 
·~ut. Tho h C;;;cllf'.ny Ctlct~:xor l·Ushod t-Ut iu. M a!!c:rt t(.· rlll!Ch his 
"Jilbt<.<.on which llf tiu.t tL.LI hHd boon cccplotal7 aurrcundod.· l:l t;;.,~ 
~(-) plus t;lll ... C•~101~ 11lr..t. c.n 'Vt!li ablo t:: get to v1thin 75 DOtara 
or th;~ cut-c.tr pl:l.tc:on but. c•.;~ got no iurthor. Tho .• Cuc~'6113" plat­
t•on CBI!o'' it cloaor tbul any c.tuor .;:loaont. ls Cc..gpcny vaa tr.ltingmc.cS­
arato cr.suc.ltioa. C.:.ncurrontly as Ceocr.!UI,Y ._ l-) vas ho .. .c".ing up to­
warda tho lu!t c.nd roertJCst ulouonta c.1' :.U ·l.c..J:Il,~, it ll:llda ho:\"7 - ··• 
ct ntcct vith n lc.reo !crco c! at lout o.r.o ?o.Vli Ccmpney which va 
drivi..ng in r.nd cl.eong o. l!ry crook bu<l pari:.llol· t<.• the vostorn oc'~go or · 
tllo i.... 'l'hoso onuiDJ voro hul\d.od directly toVIU'ds tho lett .roar c.! 
Ccot~pn:JY ls. - vary !lon'V)" tiro fight :iu:aoitic.taly 'br!.'ku out. A Com­
parrr vc.s T.clcing lisht ccaur.ltioa, ~ln.. extracting a hur.'f)' t...ll !rJIII 
tho onau;r~ uno uf t;.u ., C:.:.IOilJMIY :plAtvLin& YCS in such n J:-CSi tion thz.t 
it w;:s t.blo t .. Dnll8 cl:.au-in !b..nking !iru un 50 - 70 .t'..Vll u tn87 
e;·ntinucd u.ving <.~vas thoir !r..:ut. rl('ns or tn.ma wore killed, QB 

vn::n tho l.J:.l! !ov woro dro1Jpod, tho ro~1ndor ku1•t C;)cil,g right int;, 
·tho !io~l.t\ o.t firtt. <l c~.~clJ.w tt-c::k· tv~. prl.aunora vheo woru lr.ter ov- o- · 
w:.tod tu ilriga(.oi. . · 

(4) Just RS tho"J. C:-tll-W\1 tiro tight br~·ko l'ut, tho lAst. 
oloLICnts ;: f C C.•z;JIIIUJY .·.n~ the lull.·~ :lloucnta ~:! JJ l!:·.ctJ.·.n,y 1:-.ndod • • .a 

·they 1-:ru',od, tho hoJlicopt.:ars t. c>k nuo:aro:us hits but ,-ilona woro anc·t dcvn. 
'Th:l 'C l!r t:r.Jcori.Y Ccti.Jalldor rlirtlc-t;od. his o.l.cr..cnts inte> posi tkn r.long aida 
his othor oloL:Cnts vhich Mil lcndcd !•roviously •. IIi thin !ivo cinutoa, 
c. !;·reo cor 175 - 200 oncrl)", hor.t.~.:' tc.r tho ~. ro'ln ho~l.Cng into C 
C:Ju:_:c.ny. c Cc.u,r..n,y h.::lcl T.hOIOI err' killin.l nWJOrous or tht.g in tho 
~c:;ss n:l thuy c:.ntinuc.'l'\ tr;•ing tc.: got to tho lnnting Zl•llOo Vno 
~·ria~nor v;:.s t:llc1.1n r.ntl CV!'.cuc.t;.-d. Tho C C::.cJlfU\1 r.ction cuntinutild !ur 
n.:·pro,.-..11 ;,,;ol." 1~ hours until the ::nol:l)", c!iscr~izJ~. ;ud dociuntod, 
pullcc'. :;,££ under hOilV)" friendly nrtillory and cir fire:. , frr,gging IIWl3" 
or his t!ol'.c'. ant "'"unetY.' .. 

(SJ C: . .ncurront vith r.ll o! tl:;.J :lbove, c.s talC first 
.1loucnts c.! .iJ G. Di"lllY luldc..od l vi th tho 1.-..st uluuonta uf C l!o~), 
tht:l iut.:dintcly bcc'lli;O ongo.gcd in ti.lo tiro fight nu:uo ;.. Coc:~-·MJ'• 
Unu u! the JJ C.u;tllllY Cca.o:vuier1 a r • .dit.o t·porators ves U. in tna litt 
Cntl~:P.:IJ' Cvu . .o':'.lldo;.:s hulicCipter bo!c:zro · ho c;.oul:i disJ:O.~unt Pnd tno c;.o,..c,r 
gl.llnor and ~no ;~il..Jt wero vc.und\ld •. I etc..l•:;Jot! t1:1o.1 ot!l.:r oight Uii-1D1 a· 
1'rvL l1'..nt:.:ing by r;:.ciic.. Tuo jJ c,.mvan,y ulelila~:~ts co;noistad c.! tl.e ct..LDIUid 

. group, pnrt of tho L.Cirtr.r !,:l<.tc..~.-n E-Jl•: thll c.nti tMk pl.ct, ~.~n. 'tho D 
Coc11l:l\Y C..=.-.nc:.or led thaw tovB:cls tht: sc.und ut tho hur.vy !iring in 
tho J.. Ct•t.tpc.ny r.r3:-.. 'they tli\cto it t.;, th.J stru~~-11ec r.ro<1; i.u.lc.tiD.tol,y 

,.on~;, .X~ 25 - 30 ~1 .. Y!• h..:P.dod·, dt:vn th;,· iltruuo:Obllc!. :..1.! killod n.at of 
t!l.::c. '"" C:c1.c.ey clownts kill.::c!. th~ r;.::;t. Dur1n8 t.1is fiGht, tho 
D u •. upany Cc.cnutdor Me! h.-rtnr ?l.~t ... c.n 1....:-".or vor.J sc;k~ly v~.-und ... od 
but c::r.tinuc.'C! tr: !ira th::ir ritlos ilOrsc.ns.ll:y killing govorcl ~-'11 ~ 
...!tor the onory wore st:~;.puc!., .tho D C .. r.pPn:f Cot1lallder r.l:;;orn \:ly l:·st 
c: no cit. us ness E.nd crr::c tc.. "'J turned ovur tho CIJI..tl!::".ri ,,[ the CCU}la:IT 

t~ t.'lo -ntit.c.nk •'l!·.t·.un ;,orp;o!'.nt, a llt·~f l:lcr£c::nt, ..:-6. l>itJpuaition.a 
:.t units r.t tn-:.t tJ.DJ r.ro s!l. vn nt l'nb F. Th\l Cc.r.il% .. 1ti11fl llftioor, C 
C.tr.Jr.ny tr~u •.hTBiccl cont;>..et with t .. is bt:U'£ Sor@I-"Jlt ~d with ;::q · 
t.'prcv.~l diroct:Jc!. tho Jl Cc.up:·ns olownta t- tho loft ••! C Ct.gp."'.ll,T 
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l6) i3y than· V'B. vero tclci.ng nWIII.Iroua c~ualtius thro\18h0ut 
r.nd it VIlli cpp!lront th.::.t vo vorc !ishting 500 - 600 onaqy• 
tho onua vo voro in contc.ct vith nnd I !igurod othan 

our voy, J.. ruquostod tho .l.lrig!":.da Cor.oc..ndar to send r.o MOthor 
coclll!n:/ .t>o i.J::r;ludi;\tol,y r.pprOTcd thia roc.uoat. In !nct-1 lr.tor 

thl\t ho b;,ld P..lroedy alartod " Uo1:1p:ll11', 211 .tett~lion, 7th CaYAlzy 
r.sso~bling it ~t pick-up zonaa. 

l7) JJuring thia !ira 1'1Sht, tho Ucv.:Ury ::tcout ::ii.lction .VQ8 

·-·apuci!ic oror.s tc. roconnuitor. 'J.'hoy concontr::.tod on routoa o!~ 
dovn tho I!Duntai.n to tho northvaat nnd aouthvost, :ru1 <.lao 

!rou tno north :uld northwest on tho Y:ll.:t.Y floor. '.L'ba 
portucl ro:oults to 1010 on toV coDtl[.nd .not. ..t thia tic.:J, 

7\trm-CD:imrJ.tt~~ 1500 hot~r~~, I docido' thc.t it vc.s nacoss:-.ry to conti.nu11 
tho· r;:QC.indar or thu tnctic:-.1 ol;n;ontt' .r the 'bllttnliun con­
of tho raeon p .. 11toon, } Wi1.LI loads o~ C'CocpUlf oon, c.nd 

llJ end 1st :.arbo;..nt o! l1 Cor~p~. ..:.lthoush tho ccstorn portion o!' 
J.:.ndi.n& zona v::s under onotl)' fire it hr.d aleckot. off considornbl,y 
to ,;bu w r.nd JJ wc..u.,....ey; ·'lctiana. '.l.'haao ulu1..:nta 1:-.ndo:i ar,Cal,y. I 

JJ. C;o~:~,. lJY over 'to 't<1o Cotlpi'A,1 .XU nnt. ~ir;.;ct~ hiJ.:. to diar c.aa 
p~toon nrau·•~ tho north r~ o; .at !'ringo at tho ~ tor .&.lS 

Md 08 b;.ttalion roaano •. Tho C i:o~:~pan;y Coa.!Miier h."'ld pro­
with 'C!,f npprovcl., act up ell ri£1:) cocpan;r I!Drtora on tho 

""~•'t.<trn !ring:) of t!lo ~. 'l'lla JJ C.:o~ (;oz::n'"!IIL'lor v~.a diroctod to 
h1a IX)rtars to thee nnd tr.ko ovor thoir control !roo n oontrr-.l 

""rl.D.cipcl direction o!' !'iro vr.a tovtZd .. :nd l. UoupMiaa. 
=rl:i~::<>n nlso ht~ tho J:liaaion or ~ du!'onao to their onat.. ...u 

i11to poaition. 

. l1 ) ·rh.., ~i.uo vr.a nov &llpro:d.~.,;,.tol.yo 1545 hours Md th" 
position o! tne oppo&infl !orcoa v • .r.a ;.s show o.t ·..:~b "' 'l'ho first 

by Cocp:lllies .. "nd :&. to ru • .cn thll ·cut-of! pla.:.toon h:lc boon 
by :OaJproxiu·tul,y 3CXI enucy. ~<u vuro tl'ul:ing r..odor:.to ccsu:.ltiua 

111..0ng le:o:c!ora t-.w. rulio ••• m. ..'hs:o on~r.;:J vur.: o.ggracsivo un.d 
CwoO ,rr t.!Ja uount .• in in WBQ gro~.;po. 'lh~.Y voril vall-cu.outlr..scd 

toot: oxcollont r~v.::nt.-.g.:~ o! cover cnc~ conco!:ll:::ont. 'l'h~y vor .. sood 
Th1.1;r voro ~«! vith nUDQrgWI ..JUtolo.t.tic \.Onj?uns ;.n~ Btltul 

gron::dus. ..vcn 1\!ter bc:~g hit aover:ll ti.IJoa in t.ll:) 

1.4.-.n~· contillul.lrl firing ;.nil L.OVing for sovor..1l 1.0ro st~•·s bo!oro 
•1.J.:;r:. .L o~cro~ l.;oup.'ll\ioa - r.r..l .a. to avncu:..t·; t. • .cir cr.au·~tiea1 
under covori14t fires out or closo cont~ct1 .::111'1 proparo:i for o. 

..... u'"'"''"'"';-.":::1~ ntt;,ck supportc.r\ by 1\0r..VJ i•ropr.ro:t.ory !1.rcs to get bc.ck tho 
pl~toon. ioQI\TlVililO Cocp:UlJ c.; v~ continuing to hold orr ·thu 

v·to their front Vith tho help Of BODO UC~iccnt ~till:::lr.)' nnd 
c.ir supiX'rt. Tho :...-.tt:-.lion ~-2 vns voundud o?.nd lc.tor shot ag:;.in 

killc..oJ duri;tg t!11B c:ncL,)' nttr.ck. · T:tc surrounded platoon o! ll 
stood of! nuncrous .c. f1• o!!orts to ovcrrun.it. ~o;~ryl.ne thair 

vountloa, szm ti•oir equiptJGnt t!1c cen or tho pl11toon .oatnb-
1 25 J.OOtor vido poril:.otor on a slight ri.so or srount'. Ml1 

ro•tll.l!'tl~l.l211:u:• their .::u.uunition unr!or nouvy onoJ.V !ira. 

(2) •• t approxi.l.ar:tol.y 1620 hours, th.J soconrl nttnck by 
nics - r.z,d II to ro. c!1 th.J surroundo·l pl:-.toon bo!;".n• TIJ.ia 0\ttl:ck 

P:rococlcd by :-.rtillcry nnd .i.h..::. prep:.r.-.tory fires. i.ctvecn tho !ir:at 
second ctt~cks on~ ~.:tspit~ ·honvy fires fro~:~ nrtillory ~d ~ir, tuo 
3 hrJ: J.OOvou •:ell u, tov~s •· nntl :U ~OLIJI. .ni~.:s. :;,ouo v~ro in trooa. 
toll br~ck. For !ricndl,r to n.c!v,:ncc, tho cnocy ~ to bo killed. 
v.:.s difficult b..oc~uso tn ... y vora vcll-c~utlr.g::d :1ne1 usod .~u 
ot covur :lll•: conce.\l.J.Jcnt. h:.n,y hc..:o dug iuto u.r.ll spi.!or-holus, 
vor~ tl~ in~O tlJu tOjlD r,uc1 Si.tl&:S of tho cnt-llil.lo, JJ.)' th;.t 

, Cou~y - h.:.d lost t.U thr.Jol rifle pl.:.toon lc~~·.Jcrs - oao l..L •. ,cnll 
J.llory !orv~ obsarvar AI... i'our r..;:n hc.d bocn anot cnt! ldllotl 
Six !o.;t or tlw \:Otlpllll,y l;o~'ar, 1JlClwling hill COU..O SOrjS~t 

h.Cting &oa n r!..diu opor .tor. "OLI1.c:n,;r !. oo.oulonoc slie,lltl1 
•·.n·. 'l:o tu .. rir~.t of (.;oL)rlan.)' ... , progr-.eaod olllJ' 75 - 100 mtora 

;--~ ,...----'6·- - --··· 
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it P,~~-i~r in clo11o-in !ishting. I hod givo:1 ... CoL-pr.ey 
·pl.:.toon · vb.!C:h h.".d "bu<:n :l.Ssi.ating B CoLp::ny. Ii"ovcrth'"lollll 

\~cpuli,T could ·anl,y progr::.aa r..bout 150 cotora. Uno pl;.too~ ot _. 
~ adv-~cod !r.rthcr tb.nn t..:o othor .tvol boc.1e:1 o~gcx'. vith l:L 

'sFantJ.i supcirior rorouJ and VI'.S pi.Qnocl dovn. ~CUD or th;. OnDL\}" vor­
\.dttad the !riondl,y to P,.bs by thee in tho donso tcrr::in c.n.:!. then 
o'P'J'iud up frc.D COncol:.lod positions. wb.ito phos}.lhorous U'tillcr,y V,\B 

broll8llt in arounrl tho pbtoon P.nd botv11on tho plr.toon ;:!lll'\ - Coupa.n.y (-) 
to pvc supp:~rt to ;-..n - Cotopo.ny LOVO rorvnrd to got it. Tl:.o burninG 
·phosphorous cnusod u tct:.por,·.r,y lull in tho:~ On<IIJ,Y tiring "-lld th."'..t plua 
tho illcoko, onnillod tho plntocn nnd their <lo.~- cnc4 vo~od to l:o r..J:.cllod 
end 'brou,sllt b<!.ck. . .... 200 - 225 onot;Y torco vr.a still in tilo nron !'igbt.:. 
inlf egrulUI.t Ccl:l';o.nio3 - ~ :B. :i. • .- 1740 hcurs, :0: docidod tnrt it vna 
noccesnr.' to pull _.. ond .b \Ocup;lnioa, undor CINor o! hsnv,y &uprorting . 
!iroill, ·bo.ck to th.: !ringo or tho lr.nding zono c.n.:l sot up n ti(dlt 
do!<~ns'i.vo .por:Ua~tar !nr tho night. loo varo still in good oor.cun-

. icntiona vith til.J aurrow11!sd plzltoon ADd it vc:a ri.O&od vith close-in 
a.rd.llor;- d.o!cnsivo !iru. l·'l· i:ltontierns voro tu conduct 1:nothor coord­
l.Mtod ,,ttii.Ck ~uring t!lu nigtit or o • .rl,y th11 next LDrning to reach it or 
to .got ·tllLIU uut during th;:: ni&ht b;r intiltr~Uun. both - and ll Cotopr..nioa 
1w\ n=.rous 1olo. ~ :.:t.. t~ g\:t \iUt or the crw\ -or cout~tl r .. :<~rg::.n­
izntitln ui' thu squ' .r.s ;".J~~( ,Pli!tilun& h.;J4 t ... 'bo t:CCUI.Ii;J.isnOdJ roaup.•I,1 
or ~-.:.11~ vntor 11.111 t;.. bo c=iod out, :;.r.d c.ll units c,! tho bat~l~n 
ht\:1 t., .'w. tiod in llllll disposod !\Jr tllu ru,gtt. C I:Qcpjll\y lL'Id tnkon n 

· hO·"V!' toll ._.f ti10 OllOI.~ tbrOi.ChcUt tho) a!tornuCJn. t: (;cup.J.n;~ bed tokon 
i:. !oJ• ccsur..ltius but v:-..a in gwd shi..p.l ani thu cnouy, ti.lthoush still • 
in c;.;nt·:.ct,·.P.'\d cor.so~ hia nttacka on thu Ol•c~. Cocpnny 1> Nod St~ne 
into ;csition. ~ Cor:!XIl\Y, 2d ~~tt;1Hnn, 7th c:1:v.-:lry vn11 knrh.-1 in i.vo 
to four u.u-1D luc.o\s at n tir-.n !1'UD 1705 to 1fl00 hours • ..a th.:J)~.l:VInnd 
I built t"ou into u rosorvc !orco ~uparod to countor-nttack ~ ,anu­
trt.tic.n or ·t; Coc;,~· or tor Cllr:citccnt in ·i;b.o .o, l. Coupo:ny c.ro:. o! cun­
tact. Ti1is V:'!ll nut nccoss.:r,y. · 

/ 

l3J Thll vithclr.:.vcl or - :..n:i b (;c.cl~':Jli<lS v~.s c;;nductud 
SUCCIISS!ully. \ihitc J'lliOS}Jhl..ruu.o, fired L-y crtill:lr"J, Vi'.D r.g:d;, 'Wiod 
t.., ct vor tho vithd.rrov<·.l. Tho burning 1.busrhtirous scuuod u ;.iaorg.udzo 
t.,.., t:l1u1.;,• ~ru t!u:.n i..; and tho sUDke gru .. tl,y •'\Bsitll'i us by ita aoreon~ 
ing o!!ccts. liy 1900 hc.urs, thu orgr.nizntic.n u! t1111 ,-criL:otor V:lB 

CvC.illotc'; units vcro tying in fer tho night t'.nci de!unsivOJ llrtillozy 
c.ncl u.n:-.r !ires voro being registered. l c.ttoch ... d one 1•llltoon 1.1! 
Cotlilf'..ny :U, 2d linttdion, 7th Cnvr..lry tc. \; C<..'-P<>.llY 1\8 U Col.ll'N\1. hlld n 
vir!or soctc.r to ~o!cm:. 'l'il.:~ rccon pl:-.t. ~.:n vcs placed in b.1ttnlion 
roaorvu. Dispc.sitl.ons voro llS shovn nt Ti.b Ao 

( 1) ~<hilo ell ~.r the ab..vo acscrib.:ld. ::.ctions vuro in pru­
grosc, nw...:r.,us othor t:.ctivitios voro g~..i..n~ c.n. - LLi.;ior !Jitl bJ.ol.i v::s 
Ci".ro .::.ru:. ovncuntic.n ut tuu vuurulod. .-~.ri.f L1 tho u!'terlliJun, ·th.J b.::.t'tc..l-
ic.in Sur{;.:Jt.n, r.J-!icc.l suppl.i-.s t.nd !c.ur :.1;; stnti .. n r;orsvnnul vore brc.ugUt. 
in. ·r~.oy •=ivotl r.rouru! 1400 tiour& c.nc! Wldor ho!:.vy tiro tro•~'tod tiJ..: vuund .. '<l 
in Lrf Cr r.raa. l. dirt not cc.ll in ''0<! _.v,:c holicoA'tors tov !r.:qu_t:IItl,y . 
~c:~un-. t..aat c.! th:t c.!tornllon tho:~ l::.nlling zunc v;.::~ undor !iro. · •• t c:.b.Jut 
1330 h•Jurs ~~ ~Qcll tv.;-chop:.cr open .:!%'14~ v-s soloctoc!. in tho nc;,rthcr.storn 

,l!Qrtion o! A-il-l', ;::.s lr:f SUlJl'l.:i r.n•: ovr~cue.tion link to;. .tho r...tar. This 
~~~- hr.:t t:r do!cnr\ 1\t f'.ll costs. ~;r.is nro;: is shuvn ~t 'l'.•.::. 11. .L roquosted 
th~ h::ilicopt>Jr lift co~~ coLll:!IU\or·t .. ov".cur..tn tho:~ voundul., bring in 
sui;i•li..:~s,. ;.rul sot uro ~· o:rstu~.a viwroby· .Jvcry hcli()(;a-tcr cct.ing tu X-!U 
with trc.ops, vith· suppJ.ios, c.r tor vound:id voUlc! c:c:.ll w !iJr l=nrting 
L:stl:uctiuns. 'X-is S:fStou vur!CO.! VP.ry vull; t~uughout th4 ~tcrnoon 
r.m~ c..::rl,y .Jvcning, n~rc..us ~-1»' s V..Jro bruug!1t in ,- onch rr-.t. n 
s~.'C:C:iJ'ic direction ct n ;:ruscribo:c. altitude tc. lnn\! at a orccifi.c ~hco 
and gc c.ut Cln :l ,·rcsc:ibr.:t: h ... i.!ldins. 1 hcvJ thu lllg.ost ot.r..irnticn, , 
r;raiac one: r.:s,..,ct fnr tLO ... uts'tc.nrU.ns ;.r~·!cisoionnl:iE.r. nnd ct.urngu Cl! 
tho li-.;.1.&.1 lliluts nnci CrO\J::J Vbo ri'..Q l\ gauntlet Of O::nllL.,Y fire tit:o nftcr -: 
~ilJO to hal:• w:. ~'hoy never rc!W:oc1 tc co1.oe ill! thc;r !t.llov~ instruct-
1cna- b.:lnutifull,y; t.•cy vor11 grodt. \oc 1.'1 turn c~o.ll.::rl. thoc. in Yhon 
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~~~.,-~teat .cnn ~ri~ t"" _havu uvurythi~~. ron!'.y !r:.r oe.ch l.&.nd­
.lcoup thllu on tho gr"und n t.i.nimu:'. ti:.o. ·l•.-.no wora shc.t dcwn 

... ,.T.Jc-.nruu nl.t.hc!U6)1 IOWit CJ! th&.:U t:,e,k hits. 'J.'w • t.ircre.ft wore brc\18ht 
ACt. got out. l.lno rocoiYod unocy Ciro 1n tha ongiJlo end 

in an opon, cirua. Just_ o!t tho nortaorn ax>rticn· o! tho w.a 
eli'-~ & !.Jv tree tapa Vith tho Ulin rutor un l::.ndi.1g 1n the 

, hnd t ... b.J l\J!t. t:rova cf beth c.ircrr.It voro il:Jwdi.,tuly li!tod 
othor hulicCJpturs • :&--th duvnod holicc·;~tors vorl.l i=diutol,y 

•~:~~e~m:oull b~ .Jlo=nts uC l:ocroe-.J' :.J without urdora .vor battnlicn bvP -
'1101Ag tho no:!ruat trt'ops. DOth vore slightly d:.=god c.nl,y and 

cut tv•• dl\YB lJ~tur \.y C:zi-47 Chi:u.ultD. llur1tlg the t!lruo 
, thoao. v:~ro tho onl,J .twu ~·vnod h.:~licoptoro. i.y 15'0 lluura, 

~coDC ;.;;;.w.ront th!:.t wa wt>ul.cl ·AOod .::. niG•t ll;,11rl.ing CC.,.lllbilit;y -
:L nuude<! n pr.th!insfer to11t1 .t\1 a."siat t10 c.n tho grt.und. l cr.llod 

- t;ou~olll\Y, 229th liit CuiJilcn.Y coccc.ndar vi th a raquos t !t r ~th­
otlLl v:.!B srr.ti.Ciod tv luw.rn th!\t b.J hc.C. nntici;llltod the. roquiro­

&lrrivon ab.:JrtJ..y tharor.ftar •.nd vith ~:1cr dct.olitioniate 
the. ~ intu r. Il'.i.rJ..y anf'o tvo-chu;;~lo'Cr landing cro:. r.nd eat up 

tt• bu turned c.n ii nocossl\%'7 t .. r ·night ~inga. -lthu\18h undor 
bsorvc.tiun .;nC:. !ir;,, it vt;a loss vulnorllblo th.:.n th" auuth.Jrn 

..,,,n:,,un ... t .A-1w.:1 vhoro vo voro. fltill clocning ;,ut ono~ riflaoo:m. 

(2) 'Dy dcrlt, nt 1915 ·hc:.uru, .. rc.&Uill•l.Y c! lli.I.ICir rnti~.:na, 
w.:~diet~l au,pliaa hcl boon br .. \18ht in. ~uxdrnno, IXIrphino, 

D::llW:lG~•s. varu th.:: r..xliet~l BUI•jj)liua wst n.:ud~ t:nd. v;.tor vaa nt A 

].'ir;)ui;uu. "'•'lJt':lxiJ:LtoJ..y 1850 houra, J. r~iood r;s ~-3 W1d. tul4 hhl 
tt. c:.r..o i.u na a •• cn as IXJ&aiblo using tV .. ti.a-1JJ1 s ..Jl:1 ~ 

in th;, crti .. J.or,y liel.a..n officor, ·~"'..;, t'V\1 r01tl1~· :. ;;xu-otc.ra Cllld 
watur r.nt: Stl'\ll r.ra.a e.t..ZZ•. i'ho,y lc.nr.oci· r.t 2126 hours. Tt:o r1t.,4: 

su.ko -vaich;·nung l:llr<~ ,. htn-~-.n+.,.l. """"~ .. in ov .. ,_. ·c.ltn ..... Lt .... ,.,..~ 
rvo~ th.,i,. :>rrivcU. c.nf. r.c.clo tho ~ing vor,y rli£f:hml1. but 'nc•l ou.~n, 
229t~ pilt,.ts l>01'!.·rDOCl vith grant C••ur£.60 "r.nd 1.-r..:!osaioru-.lial:lo 

..c·nv:a:1'L:.. _JJu.U...!.c; __ ..:_4-0 1.Iuh'l' o"l 14 t1_.YV ..J~: 

... i>y dr.racnuss, 1915 hours, va l:v.d cv~.:eu:.ta.l cll uur V.Jun.iad · 
cull.~ct._ ... : t.ur nu.·J'. in r.y C.i' r.rcu. ... 1.c. l".nc1 v;o.tcr w::s b •. iug .. is­

tho lenc',inQ Z\lnO nr.::. Vi'JI in th,U !iri.P.J. Bt~.g>JS u£ :.rol,.'U"i~ti.,n 
nisht l:!ndin6Sr LO.•rt:.r nnr\ artillery fires vera bcJing ro,;iatarod 

u.rctun.• ti•c •. o:'i.CoJtor; n acr.ll li.:ht ~·rc.cr vcrking .-.rol\ hr.~ boon 
=""''lll·'"''" c.ut •.! :~.nch.;& !c.r the ~~-ica; ;:lll! thll chitin ,,c eu~ 

bLloJ:\ roors::.nizud. J. klk&.:•1 vith. ta."1ey c.! tho t.JOn ~ c::ul·'. SilO t.b..t · 
LC"r:-.lu v;;,~o hi!;h. llo know wo woro !r.ci.ng n touGh onoLJ but wo Llac 
thu onoL,y vi th n grcr.tly au&XIrior ! .:reo ht:.ll !--.i.llln tu foOt ,;~•usn 
. t n!'tcrn.:.1.no wu voro in· oxcollant st.nilo CB vo c .. cplotoJr\ tying in 

;:ori.t.;.,;)tor. Tho cut-<•£! l•J.c.tovn u! ll C.;.opc.n.r v:J.B in ·go,;d o..rcl.o end 
hulding its :;>u&itiun. 

ls. Uurine tllci night tllc un~ u;.Jo sovcr:U light .,rubes 
;;;C .. :.nc! :U t::,J.:.,.M.Yr ~d c.! (; l.ic.L;,..:.ny nu&lr vr.~;ru it tiun in 

- l.oui··illl.Y, •.rtillory h.-.r::ssing t:.n~> in ~:or.;ictlun !ir::~s voro brout,Ut 
"n ~c:. lvvor !in£,'Cr& uu. c!.r~v:S u! th.: r.ount:.in, OJ.ruund tho 

a'''"li'"~:~:·n t.ru!. vustorn ec!g.::s CJ! the j-oriuotor; 11111: u:~~ t.n tw slupu.s vll;Jra 
!ivu electric li(;hts veJ:.: ubaorvet~. \to rocoivu~ six ... r 'a.:~von 

. or high cx,l •. sivo !ira, c.it~r wrtiU" cr rt·cko:lta. 

C. 'i'hu ourrv\lJlllcd pl.·.tc.un c! ll t:ctJ&->IU\Y on .1 Iinaur cf tno ta:.un­
'IJO Looters nurthvost t.! tl:.;l b.1.t~lion r•or.U.Otor w • .s l·r·Jtoct.ri b;y 

o-in =tiJ.lor,y !ires. :Ul night._ .fl1u IJAOL\)" CL'Il~ bo he-rr\ dl nrc.und 
.illntt t~n. -rtillol'Y firo w::.s brcu;llt in on those OJ.ra.-:s .::.nd th;) ah-.uta 
scror.tos tcld o:! @-Ud rosults. · Tho pl.1tt•.o01 WG'\11 c.nd ondo·~ the nit,ht 
6 AI.., 12 iil,;. t.n•! 7 uon :u.t w.:.WU:cr:. It vr.& diBllC•Bt.:d in tvt. BCi\':rt.to 

.o;u••m•.~o.L;·ns within th.;:ir s:.r:.ll·::u~tar. Tho pl:otu .. n lo:-.dar, IJlot . .on 
"0'~"''""" tonV. vo;::x;ns sqw.d lu,.dor vcro1 c.t.C'n0 tho Jcr.... ·rho r.li-n vtu. ondaci. 

till.l r~.i(. v; .a .. !lort:uwnt .:.-5 squn.c: loa;\o=• .110 could nut got to 
r;.nkine; Ll:zl ln o.tnl! o.or.;uont riilo aquae\ luot.or), ainco cn.Y. wvo ho 
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., · ~~il!to cno; ~ 1·~lo ,fire •. no. vas .th .. c.•r.n: r.nc'. !l.o;:dorship 
his. Co~· ~litCile._or. ThrCugllont thu !libht 'ho ndjustec\ cluso-liD 

z:.rt1llo17 ~ira on tho DllOCJ' surrcun::ing hiu o.'a ho ho:-..rd .th~.;"' rotillg Md 
t~·- ·'l'hra;, li;Ji.anrr.-to nttncu voro cr..du durins tba nii;ht ~ tho om f:13-
onbh-in n'bt.ut 50 J:lQI1 strongth. .!.11 vor .. ;bonton crt ·by sorU.l arl.lll nnd 
r.?tlllory !ira. &ilvorr.l. CJ! tho vuUndot!. L:Cn c.r thll .plO\t..Jun cuntil\uod t(; 

tiSht• 'l.'r-.:1 BoOtJn~ ntt."\ck, nt OP111'uxil::lntaly 0345 hc..ilrs V:lB 1·rocodod by 
.bugl>~ cr.lls nr<~un4 tho plutuon u.nd u;;1 un th;, countnin 200-400 1010turs 
ll'txJvo tho platoon. I roquoatod ~ ro)cuivod n ~-"' -ir strike in thu 
ar>~u n'tx.vo tho pl.."":tc.cn." It vas ct~nductod under .;."U- ·.io'r•roo !lr.ruship. 
111\ini.nl\t:i!Jne J.t VQS ripht On tnrs~t en~ grec.t~ >QIIBiSted in broddng 
~1' th'1.1 soo~nd c.tt.:1ek un thu surrc.uiuiod _::,:ll!ltc.c.n. T~a vus tho c:n~ 
1ll\1Ilin.£1ticn usud r.ll ni;;ht sinoo it oxp..>aod th\1 aaon in tho B\lrnlundod 
pl.4tc.un ca vall BD th.J !uxhc.loa in tho or.\!Jl nr-.r.a co! th;;, 'lr.t.;lll.iun 
~ir:iotor• -lsc.., th..:ro vtiB a f'llir~ bright coon f'Z'\.Il 2315 c.nv.:lrt~. \lhon 
dey-liGht 'arcko, nUl:IOrC\is eno01 i\(111,'1 '!'IJrO aoun nrcund tho surrt.undod 
'plat~:~n. 'rhoso vera only· th;, rio .. d vho or.uld bo a·aon l::rf tho con na tho7 
11!¥ ll%'\.·110 in their l:O&itiona. Uthor bodies vera liCJ&aibl,y ct•ncor.lol.! b:1 
th<J high grnss vbich c1o.:ttu(, tl1.:1 t:ruch .During .tho ni(;ht, tho c:m of' thu 
pl:-.t..on ar.v r.nr: honru tho onDI.y dr:l!;gin& of'! 'l:lMI¥ dc.:.t!. r.nr! vc:undod. 

D. l!'irat li1;llt c; DO :1t 0630 hours • l 'M!l tuntr.tiva~ i'.ocidod 
t.n ·r:t~~ i:ll!:n of' c.tu.ck to roai:lh tho·· aurr~o~wuloc\ l>lntL·t~n vnilo aiJ:mlto.uoouelT 
securing thi.J poriilotor. 1 diroctod r:q -• :&, Clll\ C "CCi:IOliY Cc.r.IIIIUidera 
t~ ~ot CD at the ~ ConpQn¥ CP to !in&lizo tho plRn and t~ rocoivo cr 
c.reora sil\co tM.t vas tll;l boat ~~int of' vutROV• Tho til:lo v:~~~ Ci·I'l'·,x­
innt::~ o640 ho~. 1 tllao dirooto~. o:-.ch cnt~J!MY tu chock Bn·nnd thoir 
;rc..~iti.ons c~f'ull,y !or inf'iltre.tore ani! snipers. 

V. :.a-tEl·:: i~f. . .J;k?, lll _1.5, }i_Q.V,P.hi.s_}._a 

... ...t r.l·~:r..;xiulltol.y 0650 ht•nrr. t • .,n :r • ..,c.n r.tl"""'"'t•• ••! \hu tat 
cnc~· 2d pl.At:,-ns o! ~ CuuiJ.lli.r ~ tt-.o tvc. le!t t.l.r.tc.t.ns) \'hich vore au:o.rch­
l.AS en•! screonins r.~>rtl.-c-xil..r.tcl,y 100 - 2VO t..l'tors !o1-wa.rd u! thuir 
l'C>Sitiuns bcg..m roc.:irtnt; riflil tiro fr .. c thoir fr.;nt and lc!t f'r,·nt. 
Thoy roturnoc! tho !iro t.:nd buc.ll\ l",ulling ~k tc. their c~u!onsivo pos­
itions. ...t this t11 .c, tnc:iy vera Rtt:lckurt. by c !~reo CJ! 2 - · 3 li-.t.)'<!llioa. 
Tho cneqy vc.s voll-cOJ~~:'uflnc;c..n; crc.uching.lt,;v; end in scu.: ccaos C:r:1vling 
e-n h:-.nc:S -.nr~ knuoa. Tho) r.::c~n ·pr.rtios !r~r. tho tVl' pl:-.t .. u.n i•-Siticns 
rit;i1t l•f th..: CwLl~.ul)' C? onc~"Wltorcd no cno~y but ... ·ull~o.C ~k i.a;o)~i.lltol.T 
t;;r their dofonsivo i'C-Siticna. ..., ii1ton.s1.1 a~"'.ll RrL:S !irt:~ !i.,:ht brt.ko 
c.ut. 'l'ho vuight c • .r ti1u onot.y ntt;-.cJc v:-.s C.ircctod at tho loft ::,:lc.rti.on 
t.f th.., C C:·.c~ sector. l'ho rocon r=tics c! tho 1st r.ud 2d ::,:llct .. uns 
bot;r.n tE.kinc cr.gu.-.ltios inclU11in;; sc·L;o ii.L. :-.s they rulled b::ck. vr.her 
c.cn voro !lit tryinc t~. got t;· than. ~uoo vtirc roc;jvcroi\J hov.:~vcr, by 
than - 0730 hc:urs t:-.o onecy ~ IJOVO•'\ ~l.L.1st t ... tho pori~:~otor !oxhc..loa 
C.cs;,>i.to tr.lcing sovorc lcossos !n·u nrtillcry, rJOrtnr, nnd close e.i.r. 

' ::ir:v:,g-., clos.:-rr.n(:;o f'ie;hting vont t•n f'c.r th.J next tv ... hours in tbil C 
Cc.t.:.;:M,Y seet::.r - !lriiJU'il.y in ti1o l::!t tilroo plnt•·cn .r..re'l.S rn;. f;.rv=d 
c.;£ t .. u C.:.arl<ll\Y' C?. ~!1oro viiS e.:n::idcr::.blll- h.:lnd-t~o-hanc\ !il:)lting. iCir 
ex!'J:.;llc, the: 1st pl;;t,.on lil;:C.or vtoa !ounri lntcr ·JCL. v:z:th !iva doP.C ? ... VN 

· ::r .. ur.c! hiu in end nor.r h:z:s Cl' f:.xh ... lo. v::1.: cnn vr.s !cum! U. vitn hie 
1:.-~s r.t th~ throc.t t~f' n ci.:nd ~~."i'l.. lhu·.ar .. w: onocy b.t!ios voro :found 
intt.r1.in1.:lc:d vith th.J Jcille~l r.nr~ v1:·undci ~! C Ct:.t!rWlY• "...t ~~irrc·xilntcl.y 
0'715 l11.;urs, th.: onct.y ntt110kod tho :.J CciJ~ soct,r nonr v!loru tho 
D:.rt:ors vcro ucpl':.cod. '.L'his put the :;x:riuoto.: Wll!or r.ttr.ck f'rou tvt: 

· ~i.rocti:::ns. -rtillory, ... orir:l Rc;cl:ct _-rtill~'"'Y, .JA'\ T-C -ir voro 
c .. lloc! in CUll! thoir !:z:res voro accur::.to f:n.! onrouol:/ .:!!activo. ~ 
end T-C ~.ir V:l.B ;U;o used tc, rir-b tho' 1:c.r:z:ii:otor vi th f'iroo. .l'ril'l'i ty 
;,.f t.ll !ire:: vr..s s:z:ven tc .. C (;c.tlpQll,y. T:•c r..rtillcry Fv vith C.: C.:.:·upoey 
WP..:i pinned d~ovn by ri.!'l:l !ira in the cc.upQn¥ C.r nrc.:. ncncu tho r.rtill­
cry vns w'\justod by ~ artillery l:iuiaon .. f'!icor !'r~ou LV c.;:r. '.L'nor!l vr.a 
gt.oc! c'l:.:.orv•Lticn. 

D. .;.t r~;,!.•rv:o;iu."":toly 0715 hours,_ th-• C:.~J.Jt::!.nding u!f'icor, C 
C..,t.; .. any rcquostoli rcinf.,:z:·cor.onts~ i: t .. .:~k .: ~lnt•·uri .r~~ Uc.UlM:i .. \it 
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tho oloaoe~ .t .. C Coupen,y) Mi• did pntchild 1 t f~ r tllo C C_u~'fll!J' 
QP.~~Ool·-h .'It oQlJD Wldor fire vhilo a.ving •-var thfl. ;:pon ,,;rr.Ulld, lust 

· wi-., but w.do it tv tl1o risnt clln'l:or of tho C CcutJCIIY socturo 
07 45 boura, 'thu .i. C<.olJUIY soc tor vas Attnck.ud. by •b.L·.t vna 

.c1atanJillocl tu bo r. acc.ll !t~rca. Wll vara nov :bo:ins att.:.ckac1 frt.D 
'i!!aront diractic..ns with firins ;,f oqw:J. intonsity in ~ throe 

l;razing t'ir;, !rvl!l onouy aur.ll aru1 l!nd ~:.ut..LY\tio vo:\ll!Jna vaa 
ing tho int:~rior c! tho :JOriiJOtllr int1.1 tho ll:.o1iug Zt.•no, 

l\l·,c-.:t'-..I.Jwn Cr c:s:~.;r. &ne nici atc.ti<.n. Twulv:J t;.. !i!toon ·HQ ox~·l .. siuna 
either onucy r.crtu- ur ruckat tiro occurod in tho t:oric.otar. ::.uvurnl 
vcr.:~ ve>und..:~ in c.lll'l n~ tho C ... by a=ll nrcs !ira. vnu vas U:... 

nlartod. t~ roaorvG f~.~r pr.•'br.bla ccCDitJ:oJnt in tho C :t;c,o?Cli.Y uo!:. or 
C;o~ &octcr - bJtl! C'f w.,ich ctonti.-,g.Jm:ios ve bc:.:l pln.nnod fer '!:be 

bofuro. "i. rll.lli..;od tho bri{iedo ou1-.r.nndor, inf;)rt:kl:i niu of tho 
·ant in viuv of th:J lcuoo boiug ·aust3.1nod by C Ct.·llPMY end 

bor.vy attt.ck, l roquaato~ on a.:liition£.1. reinforcing c.:r..:pc.ny. .a..J 
.uro.;.ey r.lorted U.:.Dill.n.Y ""• 2c1 ila.tt<,.li..,n, 7th Cnvc.lr;y tho ,previous 

cnt! nsaocbl\Jd it Vitb holiccptors ru:.dy fur r.x.vocont. tU re-
W.:\11 OlJ:Illl'IJVOd but .L aid nt~t bri.,g t:·,.;, Q.;,tl..,t'.IIY in at thnt ti,.o llUO 

ho;,vy !iru in tbo -· -~ou Tr.b I f•,r r.u.r.c.sl.tit~.ria 1.1! oppoai.ni f<.rcua • 

. c. Thll ho~vy firo fit,bt C:J.i.ltinuud 0.11~ in ttlo t,; U.Dd .II c.,Dl>CI\1 
-t cno til u, .:i·prol:ir.o;;t"j,y 0000 1wurs, tho unti-t.:.nk pU.t1.10.11 

tloavily ong:161Jo:'. r:.N! thu l.<i vcs aovllroly throc.t.:nod. Tu.:. t.Drtr.rUO.D 
f1riue; O...th thoir tx.rtiU'II ond thoir ril'los cnt.. t• .. d.us h~!.i.vy aL.Illl 
firu. Vno u.rt~ vr;a bit r..ad &"Ut t~ut .-£ c.c:til.ln b¥ onuw.y firu. 

t~ rosorvu, tb.: rloa~·n :t'l::tt.un, vhich z:Cvcd intu tht~ loft 
U Cuc;~o-,ey soctc.r; hor.ded t1.1vuda l> Cc~ Md clocnod it cut. 

j;·in9~ u;> ;with th..: rost :;:,f .II U&~Lil!W\V and frt.D tho.11 on tbroU{ltx.ut 
rest .:;! thu l'l.tnr.k, tt..-:t :;x.rti .. n c>f t..a :l(w:ir ... ~ ........ ,.o ""'ln.L· n:.ntrul. 

)JOrr..ittod t;U t .. tr:JLIJ thu riAk nr or.~Y.II•nn:intf tv Dring in •• (;~~~ .._ 
""-'r.-.:t·.nt..n 1 7th Cnv •. lr;y. .;.ltl\tlui)l tb.l J.... Vt\S unclur fire, it vr.a rOiiuc-od 

I ·neodud - C. tr.lM.Y, 2d llr.ttr.lion, 7th C11v.a.l.r;y in ,s:• tb..-:t :r 
roinfc:rcu .. r j,oussi.bl,., c •. untorr.ttr.ck :r block in or .bohin~ tho 

BGCtl.iro I l•rdorotl tho C~tDJ.-..ndor, Lo C,,~,,..:iy 1 2d JJ:J.tt;:.J.i,•n, 
;.., ;.•ull ••no · r~c'.i tion£.1 ritlo !•:Wtt~. n ;plus his c,;r..u;,.u.: t;r ... up 

ais linll; turn th.1 SllCtor ovor tc t11s romcl.nin& :tJlr.t:on; aaaacble 
Cccpney t-) dis~craac\ ne:'lr 'IJ:f CrJ an·L f-r"i)l'.ro, •·n c.ruor, te: rol.n!c•rce, 

;·r cuun',;llr::tt<:ek :.A thu C ~c,:cn¥ ar.ctor v:.Uch v:.a 125 L.~tara to 
,,f tho c:.:- c.r SIJC:t.nd, in r.ny Otn.Jr l\r..:i!o .. By than, tv.;, uf!icora 

U..:o::'<"l..,Y h['Jt b:::cn k.ill.:d r.n.r! tbruo v.•undod. however, thu ccopan,y 
•llthc>'lllh shc;t in tho chest i!:nli bc.ck continued t·:. fum:tic.·nJ 

t•. cc.ntr~.l hill c.:C:i'<"JlYI unc'. pvo t.o r.:pc.rts f;.r noL:.rly tarc.:o tlours. 
Uln cf c; u ... oi•cny at .. uoi t!::uir r.r..:unci. vno LOlll c..t Cc.o:,.;V\1 JJ vllu v.:>und 

in the C C..;r.~ aectl:r v:\8 tn .. unl,y s ... lril.cr loft cuvoriJlti 50 lllltars • 
;:crs .. r.ally shot 10 - 15 onocy With his t ... 16 riflo flrinc fruJ tilo 

....,sitivn •. T'no cc..tliH\1\Y r.:.di•, uperat..Jr OJiekuC1 uf! 15 - 20 !r..u 
c,;~.;~mny Cr foxbc..J.a. T;,o C.JOllllf\Y O~Jtltlllndor k.ill.:~d suvor:'\.1 b.Jfvro 
.a v-.undo~. '.L'll,; :::ntoi,Y fir.:: wP.s s-. nuuvy thut Li.:.•Vu1.unt t<.vi\rd3 ur 

thu s.::ct:..r resulted in u::.ra frieruHy cc.au..-.ltioR. .l.t v~ ~uring 
!:.etlLJn nt 0155 hc.:u:s th::.t :-.11 pl.&ltt.•wn io'CI&i.ticms throw a. cdc..rod 
· gran:.~o on r.v urdor tc.. clofin.:: vl.Sucll¥ ·fur T-C -ir, ..Lt..., unci 

nir ubsurvors tho J:GriJ.ber;y· J.Jf tho :x:ri.L.ot.u-. .o.ll firo aupp;-rt 
br..;\li;ht i.r, axtro1.10l,y cloo.:~. ::...,~ !riil.llcH,y artillcu·.l' full ilisido 
•lUri.tlc;toJ.·, nne! tv.; er'JlB uf nc.ynlu war.:~ d:Jlivoro•l. in cy t;£' o.ron 

tw" tlOn r.n.c: aotti ... ~:o off SIJDO l;-16 No1.0· This we r.cce:r;~toct t.S 
, but n:..t unuxp:::cta;~ c•uu t:. tho ol:.ort;onc;; ri..:ed !<.r um.sul\l.l,y 

.., .. , .. a,:-J.n firu BUl•lX·rt {50-100 wtaraJ. (; t.ucp.-:.ny, with r.ttr.ch.ccnta, 
th:J t.C.SSiVO UnoL..)' furCG f~ r cvor t\10 huurllo .;.t nr•::;:a:'UXiz::ntol,y 

hllurs, ulet;.outs ,;;f •• l.;oo.,.-:.ny, 2cl D'\t·.;p.J.i~.~n, 7th C,.v.-,J.r;y bo,.r.n 
J. brio£at! thil Cmz.:..-:.nding vffic~tr, - Cvu;.oriy, <:d i.lntt:.lit~n, 

<.n thu situ;~tit.n ~i. at.v t. it th.--.t bo v.-.s ..:ric:ntccl by tho 
"<'"'""'.;~oc~l.ll•ll. Vfl'ir.c:r, b U. :::.~mz~·, 2t; ktt::.liu"• 7th Cl\vnlry on the sector 

~as t ... b· into. l thc.n ordorcr\ t.ha Cvt~ciingo U!ficor, C~.:t.JJO.nY b, 
D~tt:-.l.iun, 7th' Cc.v:-J..r;y to u.vo with his euUll'.n.·.! ;;n·ul' ::n~ th.J uno 

···n t:.. tb.J u CIJI..:;lnn,)' soet..r, :ISSUI".C a. ntr ... l .. vc:r th~ r.:~:~.-..in.:ior' of 
;;...,.: r.:s~ru:ibilit;y fc:r. tho eofo:IS" ••f the a.:ct...-r. .o.c oovod 

~t 0941 hc,urs;. ·'l.'!'r.l • r..:rr.inin&: ,,J.;o.t., ... n ~f li Cor:'Pt·.ny, :W. :Dc.tt•;liun, 

i_?.ii' ,....--~.-~~ T r J~':7 Q!'~':' ""fl . '-' .. "\. u- •• -L .. __. ... ·-·-· , · ..... 
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7th Cav~l.ey !ollovo.~ ahc..rtjy r.!tor 'Whun it vns roliov.:~. c:n the :;:oriwtur 
'tO' .. C~'CICIIYo 2d Dnttc.l.ic..n, 7th Cnvr..lr,(o 11h;,.n tho~ }rd pl...:lt<..an of ., 
Cc.~ 1 2t. l:J.:J.ttr~iun, 7th Cr.v lr,y ~iou..:unto~ fr,.c th:l cb-;.;pora, it 
•heJr.l.U"i tc.vcida thu C Cot~;,.:.n.y, 1st .ct:ttnl;:;n, 7th Cr.v:~ f'iro i"i!;bt and 
na 11aublw ·bcll~ th-.ir loft. plntnr.n. I r:.tt.:,chYG. it t':. ll Cucp.-:n,y, 2d 
~ttc.J.ion, 7th C:&villr.f Dll'. it fuu~ht vith thl~t cc.r.;~~ thrt'U{;hout tho 
naxt tv .• t.r,ss. lly 1000 hl.•ura thu unatJY .cttr.ck hi:.o! boon ao!o;,tau. C 
Cu~ hr.d hcl~. Tho onol..J' novur ;:>onotr~::.tud thrv~ their Ji..Caiti ... n. 
O:.t .C.~·J:It''·ril:'ol".tcl.,y 1:5:50 hc.urs r.ll c•.·IJ11o:ll\iua ;,;n tho .pcrirrot~r ,acroon .. :d . 
.::ut fur jOO LIOtorc und :iX'liC~.;~ th .. bt:.ttlu!iol~. j,)oc.U :l'.:.Vii, l'-Th bvd,y 
!rr~olllts, nnd. 1'-Vh VCIIIl)f.)IIS cnc. o~quipt.IC!it wore littorcxl in ~·, !uaiun . 
r.rc.und. tho.~ odgo and f1.rward of thu ~riWtor. 11\WOrt.ua .b..cy fr&.ol-~Jntl 
.voro aoun. 'Thoro vns U:lo&ivo \!vic!. cinco U•f!• bk~c.c!.f trails 1 ~..,., 
·oto. ll1' ·Dill\Y ~thur l' ... Vn bolll(; dra~oi1 av('.3 !rt:Li tho nro.~r.. ::._w :.! tha 
DnDL\Y •do.-'.tl woN f:,und ot.:.cJcUd. bo!lind anthills. ..rtillory LOI1d 'J.'..£ :U.r 
wu p~.:~cl un i•.ll tl:.c.~od crol\8 no • .rby int••. which tl.'aila dia~yl>D:::.rcd .• 
l•UWDro\13 onJ~ vor.;:xms warJ cc.llccto~ cl.cn(s with .;thor nrt:VU:Dnt. "J.'vc 
,ri&~~nora vuro tr.k..:n on•.:\ ov-..cw:tod. Fri..:ndl.,y dollli · r.nd v~ und~ voro 
lll.ar• cc.lloctad. .:.;;~o:o !riendl,y varo killco! end wr.unc:od in this scroon­
i.ns• C lkqp.."llly 1 1st ~ttc.l:U.•'n, ·.7th Co;vl'.lr:Y w~.:& tbun pc;sitiunod oa 
:t!la b::.ttnliJ.;n rosorv ... in th~; con~cr c.! tha IJOr:iDot..:r c.ac' .... C~c~1 
2d :bl\ttill·~n 1 7th C"vr.lry w::.a in &.-c.aiti.:.on in ·tha f~.;rtJOr ·h l,;.:u1oen;r 1 
21'1 l!ctt.-.lir.n, 7th C"uv!ll.rJ aoct •. r. 

VI. 'l'K; JCJ ... w 1.l!o' 'l'r • ..; :.trR!WLtiD.:!il 21i.iJ ?U.:u;i I Cui .r·.;JIY l:! I ..:.ND 
It;.ol)~i\,.J!TIUI; Ut' 'l'D.t: rll.Ul:.JJ.'~a 

J.or.to, in th.l r.!turnoon of 14 lo(lvoulvn·, tho 'i-or'i.g.-v~o Cer~ar 
ha;l ,...,v.V, tnn ?il llnt~li• n, !ii:h C·.•vnl.'t'¥• Jntu l:t V:lntur.. ..t I'\Jil""',..; ... ·t.t>17 
~00 llr:'urs it hor.dc~ 1 ~·n !;.~ot 1 !:.r J..i .:-.-iW:. ~c.oo ·~llb J !..;r rr.utoa uaod~ 
o.t 1:..>05 ~ll.·urR, it cl"'a~1~ into :..-u. T~u Cc=1.Df1in~ U!ficor, 2d l:icttr.lion1 
5th c,._v;:L7 r.JV! J. cu;rrt'..ir.r.tuu un tho: c!isl<:Siti.:·n .. r !urcoa. I.., w.~ n(;r<•od 
thc.t his - r.nu i.; C(..t:l.,;:.n:ics which voro St•Uth F.n.! vust c.! :.... X-ho.Y .:;n tho 
l.>vor sloJlCS uf the ;J:luntr,in hu::.:\ocl northvost i!lUS jj C,.t·.p,vi,y, 1st :t>,.ttnli:..n, 
7th l,;;,v . .lry wcul!\ 01-n•:uct r. coo~i:w.tod cttc.ck boilin~ F.rtillor,y, ~. 
T..J; ..ir prer<!Z'nt:i..n t, ruliov.: tllo surr~·unt.cd .•l .. t•.·Cin. Tho r~o~uto ~;.! 
C.tt:,ck W'".S f.:.S Bh(.V.Q Ct ~C'.b .... J:t W;l.S O.&:t'OI.ofl tiult l V;.Ulf. Ol.SSUDO ••p.lr­
ctil.lll'~ c:.n~rc;l :.f c •. t. • .cn,y. :u, 2d A.ttt.liunl 5til C:nv.:lry ollld boJ in ovorc.ll 
c:..ntr•.l •! ~1 units t.t Lo.. :..-lt.:X. plus rosi.;.naiL.ility !~.or ita d·:fcnao. :B 
~-tJ;:ar.;;, 2c'. ~ttnlit.n, 5th l.:o.vt.lry IXIVuc: !;.·rw,·.rd u! JJ C:v~~.rany, 1-:t kttr..li<..n, 
7th C.::.v;,~,y r·n thoJ ~10:-:Wutur •. ·..J..L 211 lli.t·.;cl.i.Jn 1 5th Gf\vc.lry w:.rt£'.rs vont 
into ~ .. si ti,:.n c.n:i ro~.;i.r.toroc:. JJ Cc.cr.r.n..· 1 1st ~nttr~ic.n 1 7th C"vdry (ci.o.ua 
tho txlrt::.r i'lntt•,rn) w;;.s n.C:doc\ tor U c,.c.;rnn,y, 1st 1nttr~i~.on, 7th Cnvclry 

· in reserve. '.rho c.ttaclc by ... Mel U Cctij,lllllica ... ! the 2d :.U.:.tt<\li~.on, 5th · 
Cnv::l.ry r.nd i:S C.:ut;~):-.11.}·, 1st ktt.'\lic.n 1 7th C:.n.valry unc!cr ct·ntr;.;l o! 
Co=.n~~in,J \Jfficor, 2d :Octt.'\li.-.n, 5til C•.~v.lry juurod off ~t 1315 h••uro. 
'l'!lerru va.:; littloJ one~ rosist;mco. ~ Cc.u;-r.ny, 1st :...;:.ttnli,•n, 7th G~.vul.ry 
ro::chod tho aurr~undc.c: ::>l·lt;.on ct 1510 hcura •. At thu loo.'\ti~n thoro Wllro 
6 I.L., 12 .w:...... nnd 7 ur.vt~unclod. ·l':ne l,li;t-..c.n still h:.d nr.:.co le!t ~ wore 
in g. ·.~c ~rcl.o. ~h.J w~un<' • ..:c! woro uvncu..tc~ :-"'&d nil units ciaposa,". end 
cl~ in f•.r tho ni{.:ht. Dis;:.ositions woru Ll.3 · shovn at Tu.b j., ...L.r.unitic..n, 
V:ltcr, ;.nu rati:..na wc.rc. br•·'l6t1t in nne~· distributed. The. <!oP.d voro nll 
OVI\C'""'. tuc!.. 

. •• •• t .Ci-!•r•::riu;;tol.,y 01()() he \o%':l 0 :D C~.omv::Oi, 1st :Dnttnli'-•n1 
7tn '-~.v.lry w. :l lll"<. bf.;<'. by 5 oncuy. · 1\n, wc.ro killed c.nd th·.1 .::.r~hor throo 
diS£XIrsut:.. Th.: 1.1.:1:n wc.s U., ·t'.t 2320 · h'•urs .-.nd tbcro woro n;. cl::.W:.s. 
Fir~ discillli.nu, r.c 1\urin<~ the ,:rcviClus nicjlt, w~ oxcallolllt. ..11 
nl:un;, st;,x., li{':hts en tih: r...rt~s woro atin~;uishc;~ 1 c.nd n~· ~rt~ 
fuo v•.s. :•llr-..d.tto!\ 0 c:s. ~:urine:; thu :•rOV1liUi ni,;ht, vithc.ut a~.pn.vnl fr~r.J 
CO~ ··ll fir:.~c wore c •. o~inat~·"! by 1q -rtillo1y .wiaiaun U!!icor. Con­
hnuuua, cl.:.sc-in l1 r.nu J. fil.-oo vera c . .n .. ~tcd· .;.ll c.rt1unu the 1·or:Wator. 
~t·OO wore •'lzcoc!. un the wunt;,insic!u 1 £nu !irinb in ~v •. aro.:-.s r.laultod 
lll a. aorie;s r..! auc;.n.l."..')" o~x1;l.:ai.:na. 
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-D.-··~t· .i,~~'tol,y 0400 hwurs; t.h;, onot..,Y "r?os= ;..:...;.bin{; tho 
....,,:=.:..,~"'·;· ~ ~ttr.lit>n, 7th C<:v. ley &.Jeter. -t 0422 huurs r. !orco c;f 

- 300 onoq c.t·i;acl.:O<~ JJ c.,,lpnn.y, ~ :Untt.-.ll.o.n, 7th t.;c:.v ~lry in tbu 
:i:lattnllon, 7t!l C;-,v.-;J.ry l'oct:.r. '!'ho r. \:.to •.f c..ttack w:'.ll_ fruLJ tho 

'li.lU'tltlOollllO 1111 ohovn c.t To.b 11. li'lr.roshij;l illud.lmti.:i1 vas. c;.ll.;d !c.r o.ad 
until 0545 hours. Tho n.ttr.ck v.::s bur. tun o!t by srw.ll !'.rtll 

r.rtillOr)' !iroOo ... t 0431 bcJurs MC.~or ettl\ck 'by 200 OnO~ OI'DO in 
» Uc.JJ&JCJ'IY, 2t! :.Je.ttali•>n, 7tll Cr.v--lry. · ..n.ch ti1.0 r. !Uu'.J v.;-ule. lif:ht 

tho: unllr-11 vuul~ !lit thll cn•unt\ c.r fcll bnclc int:. th:~ cuvcr end cc;n­
·C9tuJwrn• offorod by the hiGh ,.;mas r.nd trous. Tho nrtillory took c. 

• :fhorll vot'o !c-ur br.ttari.cs !iri.ns• 'Tho ?.m1 c.Julc 'b.J s".:n 
nur..or:,us bc:lioa. bf 0503 b;,la's, tbu vo1i!;ht cjf ·tus ntt .. ole 

a.ro tc. tho sc-uthvoat vith c.;.proxir.c.tol,y 100 onot\)" attacking. 
ru;u.us~tt'. by 0535 houro. .:.t 0550 hours, -tho !l: .roshiil ro:n uut 
• ..rtill.Jry illwUn:~ti~n V!lS thon Otz:'lcyod. Tl':o wrtArs of 

-.:-.:•o..~...:u.rJ'" hr.d boon !iri.ng ii.;; s1noo tho ntt.u:k •bo~;c.n. hcrt.-.r 
~~=WI<o."ion v;-s thon pt;rcittoc\. .;.t 0527 hours, :'.ll::tbor •c.tt.u:k C!Wl 

tc.vcro:ia -tho CP. .w.t 0641 baura tbol anoqr bnd boun bcr.ton 
cnl! vns druQ,i.ng ct! bodiu~; U.'lder !ir.l ~ » Utltl_.:ac,y, 21! ~t ~.llic.n, 
C~vnl.cy h;,d por!.:ro:xl.t4(lllit1contly, 01nd ~ su!!aro.l. onj,y 6 li[ht13 

;· .&>url.ng 'th.J a'ttl'.ok, tvtJ sup;.r;-.ta raSUllilly rullll of LM..r.O vera 
bt 'thO iioc .. n :i:1.:.t;,vn, 1st 616ttD.lion, 7th Cr,vcl.ry Under !1%8 r.n.: c.ne 

'tho AU Mi! rc.di<. c. ;:>or;. wrs of :0 Cc.r.:;,:.'.D,y, .21:- llc.tt~lic;n, 7th c .. Vlllr,y, 

.. t 0641 bours, c.r~ers varo Given t.:.r a.ll t10n un th.:: i.Ori.tlutar 
trooa o.nr\ t!1.1 ~ti:U.lls .:o.wl Lushes .f .. rvart! r.nc! ovor thsir · 

d 0655 huurs !;Jr tvu minutes t» lcill intiltrr..t ... rs, snipora, oto. 
~~ ..... ~, .. .,1y upc;n !iri.n,;, 1\ !orca of 3U - 50 ~-V•t axrJOs~ t.ilnr11ulvos 150 

.l! Cou~ -, 2d ll~tti ... n, 7t!l C:.v'llr,y c.nd bol;c.n f:h•inr. 
vo .. ...,..,lliJ. •t•;:nrontl,{'tb.l ~~~,.~ r.unut.-," !1•oo e:~·--sing, :"1-"Ca::.turu..,y 

lOl=':lG,!;c:t-o· .• n poosiblo .motl)' nttaclc. ~ :on;: VT ~til::.uey v;.s bn:U{;h._ in 
ctt:.clc wc.a bo:,t.:n .w!t ill tvont,y ci.nutos.· The tnctic t•f a;.rRY 

CCCt.un;o•! fur 6 r .. Th ~or:t',. Uno hun(. fr.g !1 tree f;,rv~-i C:! the 
.Jn 11f b Ccc~:·, 2C :a..a.tt'\lion, 7th Ci~v~. l>flvthor drct-·pod 

n treo ir-Mlllni.•tel,y !crvar(. c.f, th.., ·11 Cotr.lf'.rl.Y Cr. vn., •·-Vl. VI'JI 

nbCiut cn(j how: later r~ttou;,~tinc; t:. clicb d•·vn c trou er.:\ ueCiliiO• 
c .. UJ'M!' co U:.cnc!ors ro}~rtut. t.:. 10o0 th.'lt tho wn lik;.-d this s;.·c'l)'ina• 
P..~ ••• itit.n to kil!.inh cne~, 1!~pruently it 4f'fc-res t. r.::loaso .._.: tan­

built up thr1.ugh tho n:i ·.1t, and cJ.o.-.rs nr13 dc.ubts .:l.S t..: ~·.-.c1.v 
-t 0716 hours, :\ c~.utiCiua end ~eli bor .... t;, svoop vr.a r.x---:.;~ 1v 

C, 1st ~t'tnlion, 7th Cavf~ P.nc\ the ~cun ~~tuc.n, 1s~ 
7th c. v; ~ry thrl·ughuut thll intcrier r.nc! frinr<oe cC ·(.t!l .L.~. 

tilia c..:-n:luctc~ Cln hr.nt!s end knacs tc. su;_rch f..:r !r.iondl,y 
.-nc: z. ... vu in!'ilt1·c.tc:-ra in tho high clopl1o.nt t;rr.ss. Tho trooe 

'L'horo voro nog;::.tivo·r~sults. 

D. ...t 0810 llours, o.ll units .::n t~a ~orililctcr vera c.~orod to 
'"''urrnr•:o-.:.n vith their !li.Jlk units, C:l~ _.;r.::;,.:.ro to tJjVO .;.ut c;n 1\ so:-.rch 

l~oc.r svoop 500 Loators cu=ncll\S c n .. rdor. Th.; CXJVcto..~nt busan e.t 
hours, huvovcr, a!'tor rwvi.ng 50 - 7 5 co 'tors :.:, l.uci c..ny, 2d :.:.O:.ttllliun, 

l:rv.'\lr)· Colll'al under !iro. Vn;, pl.:.t;,on lou.c!or vr..s soricusly v.;;unn.Jd. 
;:;;.v..,L.olnt v;:s stOI>pt.-<1. li t;,.r;.~, 2·! lll:.tta.li;.m, 7th C~v.::.ley l·ullud 
t. tho ~ariilotor !oxb;)l>ls c.n.i cloeo-in .:..rtillcry en:\ '~..!J -4-r VfiB 

ino WU thun LX."V.:l~ be.~ C.Utl .. li.Liizlt.t..rd <1ll r~JBiBtf.UlCO r.n.l l'Olic:od 
r.rc.·.. 27 ~..:.oro ·P .... Vl• vero till.:~d t~n this &V3>liJ• ..noo,y ·~u~..:l vor" lJ­
t!lrv~out tho u-... ,. I sl\v tlllSSiVw ... vit'.oJnCO ... r ~ol.id o.n! vounc:i OVIOO­

- bloo~, bo·.l,y !rq;Lants, blo<X.y ~.:nt~:, otc. wo t..lso bl·.:UGilt 
!rion'l.Y 1.1.... ~iw;or;;us. cne~ vor.j<:ns voril c~llc;ctod. 1-aey voro 

which h.-.rl bo.ln frF.Qo:Ont.;r\ b,; !ira., · 

l::. .1.t n.•!J%';:.xiar.toly 0930 hours, tt.;; !irst .:~l>lLJonts o! tho 
~-:.t·•c.lit~n, 7t~• Cn,v:llr,y l-) botx.n ~rivlliC ct X-a..Y. 'ihll.;,' clc.so' nt 
~r~x~·.toly 1200 ht'urs. -t 1040 hours, tho ~ripu~.o CcLII'·.c.n~or .rdor.,l 

'tw wvo tho batt.:l.lionl Cc.~:cey 1, 2rl l.i.':."Gtclic,n, 7th C.:.v.:Jr.YI ;ln:l tho 
.?..,r,t·:wn, - \ioc.:r..ny, 2! bc.ttr~~:n, 7th Ct".vclry b] ti:.-1D tr.. 'j'~ U, 

~N:>l A;.llc.v::,y c.t rlciku for tvc ccyG t. '! rust cnc~ r.~ur~::lliznti:n. 
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to reli~.~ ~ elemente on line vith elemenis or the 2d 
CaTB.l.r,y and the 2d Datt4lion, 5th Cavalry. 'This ~ did. 
movini; li C0111J14AY, 2d Battalion, 7th Cav&l.r,y, ':I ·bad .them 

later&l. svecp across their front out to 150 metr.n. 
or extromcl,y ho4vy action lllld I v=tud the battl6!iel4. 

;rc,~~· llO.I.~C>U<I. Tho oxtr:lction by UH-1D _vas coznplotoly succoootul, 
,~;~~~::~ throU&hout by artillE:r,y and TAC Air delivered &rOWld 
~ .tho !'lll;ht routos in and out, •and on tho slopes o!' .the IIIOWltain. 

c..:'-'-•·~~ .. 'no cno~ !'ire 4t 8.n,y timo duri~ the' extraction. Tho choppers 
..,,.,.,turht in until aircrllit .loads ··vcrE: spotted on tho LZ. Ranoa 

only on tho ground a !'ov seconds. Concurrently vi th 
tion, excess supplies, onei!Q' vcapons, casualty goar and 
casucl. tics vore ovne\Ulted. ·Enccy hand grt:n.ndos, ammo., 

,,.,..u .•• a.n.r:: voR.pon3, etc vorll placud in a .l.arge ·nolo And ArrnngCIIIIents 
vith co, 2d BRt~lion,'7th Cnval.r,y Cor dcmolition•by his 

toama. &n..v other enemy voc.pona bad previousl,v boon· destroyed 
n1aC!'rbll:ra in tho b4t.tl,, eron. By 1456 ·hours ell olomonta of the 

'!attal.ion, 7th Cavalr,n » Company, '2d &ttoiion, ·7th Cavalr,y aDd 
)l Platoon, :A Complllly, 2d !attallon, 7th' Cavalr,y had boon.extrBCtod 
~RAY ·bound !or LZ Fnlcon. By 1830 hours all elCllllenta bad loft · 

·7~C11l by ¥r ~d closed into Clllllp B'ollCI'ro;y, vicinity o!. !'l.e~. 

V~. E!:::MY, F?.r::NDLY CASU.\LTIE!S, CAP1'17REDa 

: '· 

J.. ·~· 
Xillod, bodr count - 634 
!Cilled,'vou.'ldod (Eat)- 1215 
~Jiturcd, OVP.C\Ultad - 6 

•KillGd - 79 
. :w.:~undcd - 12~ 

Missing - None 

C • CAPTURCJ) E~ EQUIPH:::'-'1', EV .\CU.o\Tr:D 1 

.\ssaul t carbines vjb3..vonet - 54 
~~lt ri!lG3, autocatic ~ 57 
Auto~tic Rirl~s - 17 
Sc~V'J ~chine Guns - 4 
.~tit:mk Rocket X...\Ollchcrs - 5 
Pi~tcls - 2 
·81/82 = M:lrt.ar Tub.-- -2 
iicdics l<i ts - 6 

·, Crcv-s;~rvcd 4nd individW'.l VGtlpOn:J - 75-100 (approx) 
~-:'· , Anti t&nlc: Rockets - 3 co.sos o! 3 rounds oach 

.. . 

H?.nd Grenades - 3~400 (o.pprox) . 
• issortod sm&l.l ams, A'o/ ar.mrunition- 5000-7000 rounds (eat) 
Entrenchin& tools - 100-150 (sr.~r.J.l shovel typo) · . 

·.n. co~. 

, .. ·· .l. •. The f~lloving it~s ~o~~·~rning thu cnOII\Y and gono.rnl battle­
techniques aro con3idercd vorthy o! mention. MOst repreoont 

ncv and are listed !or ecphasia as being particulerly applicable 
PAVH encay. · 

B • FrE Sl1FP01'!'!' 1 

( 1) Fire suppo:-:t to be truly e!!cctive cust bo close-in. 
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IIWIII"•~·l\ """'.0nttr~b sue~ .:.a the ~nQs ve c!o!onc\od 1\gili.nst, a•:co onel.f' 
'vary clcs;~ cr ovan inteit~intioc! with 'trion<!~ in :tho :iJ.isn 

• :cringing !iros in ;Jr::.optl,y, '"'lr..lltins -tiloc ill" -\lXtrccul,y close 
\Ill ;roc.tl,y •. Tho c;c;u;;:ndor cr.nnot vllit -unti~ lbo 1knc.'lfs ·o.x:.ctl,y 

l!ll h1a uan .. ~-u. It h;, ::! ouR, in '' ho.J,O:vr .::.cti~;n, 'ho.i .vH.l rgut 
con ldlluJ by v.Jit~ tl!Ul if ho str.rts ~sheeting i.u:J.ldi;,td.J'• 

Uncu the: on.JJ.q sots oJ.S cL.su r.a 25 .cotur& .... ut tlr illtorcinblod. -than ho 
ht.a tho !riondly !it;hting ::·n hi.B torLD, vi:th .thuliu .lil"' !h:.vo 1c.··uo it 

• til..t cluso. Cl.l.so Iiro sui:Jrort C.;,n cr.n bo uaod L cut oti hill 
!olll•v-up uni t:J, ;..n.: tn·::y vi.ll ·bo th;~ro, Ao _i.B :t.uch '.J:XJrc -c.Ir,:;a d 
.DJl~ !!.111\ vhito :~=h.:a~-c~ua .thr..n A..:. ·u.o •.bi;s .th.J edir.t -~ar ~~ 
fir-'• trndor Ai'!.IV".la .llld w'f, ho Oftan {,"'tB up nnd runs •c.rc..und ·ln .(il,a-

• ordur, <llU! prus.Jnta "' 'tot·ccr tF.r&'Ot !ur sct.ll I!Z'LIS, V't, end A.o. 
' Tho 250 pound !rag b..cb and th" ClstJ'a r.ro vorr o!!c.ctl.vo. 

l2) l•hon r. unit· sots int ... &.n t~bjoctivo ucn, M a.·~ n .lll 

;.c:aaiblo o.!tor lcnd'ing, artilloey !ires sh>~uid ~ il:irc.•ught in. 'I)Us 
vi.ll r.~eybo kill scm ~-V'li n>~orb¥ M•t cort.:.inl¥ vil!l. cut a~.vn ~~·o jll 

tnrsut vbon '~ tiro ui.Bsio•n t~n knovn onorq is cnll~ t...r. 

(3) ..cri:U. r ,ckot :lrtillorr is cxtrowl.,y o!'.f JCtiv., CS&lCci.'lll.7 
it tHu ;:>ilo·i:s ~en..;v -tho uv.ct · :loc;-.ti~·n ~w.f !rionrtly. ~t hNI r. tr>lt:cn.:kua 
ahocic otruct l-In tho anoG\•• ~o, t~in~-... ;.b,ut ..d.;- 'i.m.ich ·cr..kca it .~t -tiluo• 
wrc -.!!':~ctivo th:'.n ~Ulory is th11 f'r.ot t..'l:.t it dl.'OII JWt hcvo t .• ·bo 
aoou by srt-und cboorvora t.o bo 'llijustod. :..r th.J !rtlnt :linea cr ?.. !rio~ 
pr.aiti.;n, is ~.rkod r.nd c:m bo rucq;niz.:.ll :ey -tho .pUc.ts, quick, ·accurr.to 
f'iro supi);•rt is the ·rosult. · · . '· · 

(4) ·Tho i.i.'ll ·,vas ,,ff«N Ltv .. n,>:n; Nl~ .t.hn •u•thU 1 n l-.-,llinr\ 
vhieh .tho P •• V'd .,,r;, h:i.rline. }i'rnin:in.; ... n uao ·cl '~:...~ ,IJilSt •b;,• =rhrn;or. .. cl. 

(5) It P.o~Vi.l r.r1. .lnc· .untor.X clcau-in Cur1.n,; e !riour\ly 
Rttc.ck, th<J b:;.st s •. lution tc· r.n attr.ck C.-:J be t.:. lr.ck u;. uaf.C""C artillcnj 
nn:l J.:d..~ lot tuo r.rtillury und ~ VLrk til"' 1·.r..c. .:•t:Jr c.:1i! .th .. n cturt 
F~, lo:.c!i.-:g :.!! vi t~ plun.t)r· c.f u-79s L• thu trooa i'.:n~ ~~rE:J •nne!· L.o.vs 
int. tho .:.ntbills. 

co.:.s.:.! firing. 

(7) Curo!ul pl:.cownt =! l-~79 tJUil s~~o.wC bo or.~':: :..:.::od in 
c-rdor to .;ivo thuc tho bust ~>t.ssibl>~ !iolC:s of' tiro. 'lhoy ::-.wt :o.lvc.rs 
bo ::n tllol L·e>k.ut. r,.r QllOl\Y in tro.:bo lt v,.s !cun~. th:.t th·J l-o~-79'a ' 
wore ox·.:rowly c!!.::ctivc ~.:i.n::t onocy in trooa cs voll r.s tn->~ps in 
tho O:;JOno h-79' s · J:JUSt bo firocl into tro.Js nm'. tho hi~ p:E.Bs ovon vbon 
no unOJ.V r.r.; S;JC.no 

(6) ln thiz .... pcratiwn nll r.:rtnrs voro o •. cbi.n.-i und"r a 
ceutrr.l i';£. ·.rtis vf..s v.:ry scti.s!~.ct~.ry. Tho i.Xlrt;•rs Vllro vury c!!uct­
ivc. l'"'rt<.r illurlin.·,t1 ... n !iril14t VilS c~c!ull7 oontr"'Uod Rt -lnttc.liL.n 
lovol. Tho u·rtnr Ul~ .ti• n r~.und h;;s n VOl.'Y hi{.h •lud r::.tu •.zu! it 
Voul!l t koJ IJ/':JI~/ r. \lOU t .. prt~V:iJi-.1 I! b;.tte.l.i..n porit:I.Jtur ill\lLino~ti.•n 
r~r • no h<:ur. ·:i:h ... ro!. ro it vr.s used tc: ·!ill t.h<J ·~•· f•-r illuuin.·.tit'n 
butwo;~n the r.rtillory r.l!C th ... fi.uooshi,. '!hu c::rtnra c.ll.ao Cl'ulri. nut 
bavu c:. i.:Q clc.•so to ;,·rt•vlt.ing th.: closirc~ ~.unt ·.r ill\U..iill~tion. 

(9) ..rtille~· · T.o~; .:.ir, nnd ..a.. cr.n 'l'o uaod ~t the BiiLI8 
tlJ,;a •ithcut l~;ss c! nircrr.1o;<\.•r o!.f.:ctivcnoas. Tho .... .ul! ·t.;.; ..ir · 
flow p.:.rr;:n;:.icul.:r t .. th&J t'.l'tillor; S\111:-t.:.rj;ot li.no in th;.so ol'.soa 
vi_~ero tho.Y sit:.ultcno. usl,! otn.ck th.: suJO tarL>~t r.rur.s. u·~hor auiking 
nu:cr:.!t fluw :ll(.ZO~l;;al to th:l 1-.;·un-t:\rgolt lin.: :'Jlc! !l.l¥Und it. T;'lis c.:;.U.xi 
!rr clcau tc..-.u~~rk 't.utvuon ~he l!'~ ... ncl t~l&J c.rti.llory li:.ia ... n ;.!iic.Jr. . 

( 10) ..rtillorr .l.USt bo usud ~.inat p~s:::ibl&J ev=ll .. r 
ruln.1',.rcot:.Jnt c..a voll r:.s t:ll thu ;~nu~IY in cithc.-r :.n -•~ttt\Cit ... r 11 c!o!o.na4to 
Cl~·eo-i.n O~ntillu..ua C:u!.msivo i:i r .. ~.o. I i~ . .a nr., .:. uw;t ill n cio!unsivo 
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tho er:.oJ:U is .known .to bo pro::~ont avon if ·ho ill not 

,t~, ?·• . (11) . Groat· ocphnsia ahoul.d bo plc.cod on .tho ability of IJ.ll 
poraunnol down tu Blld including !ira toctl londora tr. adjuat o.rtill0%'7 
a.ad 1:10rtu i"irc • 

( 12) E11ch platoon cuat ·carry LleJly colorocl. scolte grcnadoa 
llllli a poncil !:r corltins friend~ lines and l.Nlding c.roea. 

( 13) Tho tochniquo of hl\ving IJ.ll units en tho poriJ:lotor 
thrc.w a cvlorod acolto grwwio on order ftt'Oo.tl;y holpocl. TJ.C Air and 

. .I&H& tc. loca.to tho poricoter. 

C. MJV £l·IENT 

( 1) Moveront uust bo cnutiwusly aggressive. The. !;."loq'f' 

cust bo pinned dc.vn b,i" tiro • Scall unit, squad sized !ira a::.l ;:!-.•·,-.,_ 
'cellt J:IUSt bo c.,nductcd to porfoction. This is oxtrOIJQly ir.·)A-:::·;·~\."11;. 
I! .nut c<.~uctcd corroct:cy; ·con vUl evt hit llrid tho PNbl::r.'in tiJhn 
co.QilC!undod w~n othor uon stui:J !irillg tt~ tr,y to roc.:vor ca;n.;cl t.ics • 
Than tho;y a.law sot hit in caey cases and scc.n, cc.IOibet ef!octivor.c.lle ot 
the sqlUlL!, platoon, otc. is ill dnngar c.t baing lest. In thUI co=::oticn, 
whon CliO~ contact hns boan codo or is str.nal.Y suspcctocl., rG::c.n a;, tire 
e;r nctua.l !ira and l:l[\VOJ:ICUtt should bo e. llliuctaci t.o !urestr.!l t.ho unor;v 
!irins first• This i::J particular~ il:Jr.ortnnt fc.r n unit r-x:.ving .up IJ.l.:Ag­
aida ·C. UAit which 1a ill cl'nti\C~ and in. a !ir(J !igbt. 

(2) Platoon 01\d eCPpat!JI' rJ.ro 1\1\1\ l:anouvar =t '1-o ·""" • • 
duetod to porfocti!.n. Flanks l:IUSt bo soct~ro. <•""""' f'l ........... ,. "" 
Bociurod to· c dogroo by fir.: support. Squ~·s nn:\ plntoons tr.:s~ ta tied 
togothor as close es tho situnticn percits. The til3htor thr. t .... :t'i:t' 
against tho P4.Vli, 8.3 he vill hole up in concoalod !irillg iJC:::~.ti.,.::a, lot 
friendly su · by, thon opon up. 

(3) Clcso-in ortillory, A!"!.!., fUll T:.C .. ir !ro::t, r~:..r,' l'lli4 
both aides is a grant help in llXlVing thro~ Bll arll~ vhero thcru ~ 
kllcvn onol:\1. This is noronl but eomotit.cs ovorluc-kod • 

· (4) ~on cccpnnies cvlll!uct swoop IVlfi clonr or-;r::-.·~i.Jua 
t~.ogothcr cut of n pcril:lotor, or c.vor· a cortnin rc.uto, U:tulio:: tr ... "lt 
chock t.n tho CCI:C>\f\ll,Y !~:~rl:k>tions to be usod tv in."uro thllt tt."! tr.:r'uin 
vill bo orlaqunt'll,y cnvero<l. arrl .thiJ cmu:;:>nnios nro r,r••JlOr:cy C•:·.:··iir.r.tlld 
azu! fitted to thu to~rain anc! tho onett( situntion. 

t' D. T..::CHlii"'UF.&' 

( 1) Tho tochniquo c! holding fl. Cl'l:I?MY (-) as nn o!!'onsivo 
strikins !crco whil•J rc:c...n eloiiXlnts of one !Jlatc.c.n c!lcck specific n=e!lB 
out 50-100 caters !ro..1:1 tho l::ndin& Z<.ne vvrkcci c.ut vary woll in this 
caso. F:.r uno thinp, until the asae.ult unit -is actur.lly on th111 ground 
an.d soCJc an.:l.fools thu terrniil Blld tho' onvircncont, th11 co=andor ot 
tho unit chr.r{;ed vith I.;; socurit;y c'..:~os n.:t finally Jtn...v which nroo.s hD 
will check out in pri\.rity. J.ls.:. and cost il;lportnnt, the ossotz:lilod 
cr,trJnn;y(-) cnnl:lcs tho bnttll.lion c.•Cill.J.:ldor to ·hit BllY onotV nttack · 
qUickly with a cc.ntr~llod unit. ln this cporaticn vo vero also able 

'. t::. tnvc quickly vith C:..cpon;y .:S to dovol<.p tho cc,ntnct l:lldo by one 
o! it:~ ·I•l<ltcuns c.s soon es C .ll'aey" ... hac\ sufficient !orco tc• tclco ovor 
tho LZ socurity Dission.' In rotro.spoct, tho !net that C-...IIII'IlllY :S vsa 
in a posturo !Lir e fast ~ovo oft tho lending zc.no un.:luu't.todly t;avo us 
tho jUl:lp or. tho P.;.Vl•. ROO not :S t:o~:~r.any surprisocl. tho~:~ vith their 
asgrossivo mvo up tho finser, vo wi!;!lt voll lulvo boon !iclltin~ the 
P .. Vl~ frt~r.l tho fringes uf tho LZ vith c;ur becks on it - Qlld tho onottf 
in turn 'tic.uld holvo had {!Uod !iolds <.f fire on tho incocing holicopta,ra 
C.:lrr,ying tho lest OlotJOnt8 of ~ C<.l:lpQn;y Md a.ll cr c D.lld D Ct.1lpnnio8. 
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U•ol thAt tho !c.ot thtl. t ve bed first_ I! Coc;liUIY 1 thon J.. t:c.mo;nn.y 1 of! 
tha'"':i:zinding :~uno z;x;vin~ c.,.-:lil\st tho ? .. VH, thon C Comrnn,y in a govd bloek­
init:Pc-e Uion .took -tho in1tiativo ·nv~- !r..-CI ·hiJ;;, l'r.::g thon t..n 1 !-.·r throe 
~ ~ -tvo n~ta, ·hll Vt'~ roc.ct~ t:: our prosonca. 

(2) .At n~ht, unit's r.JUSt furc tif!ilt -poricetora, uso Cl~a 
cines, trip !lnroa and 111~ in. 'Th..1 uso <Jf outP~Jsta and listenin~ :iXJ&ta 
dcpo.cda lc.rr,oly on tho.~ torr11in Uld tho Ollfl~ ai tuntion. In this t·partit1on, 
it voullt h<lve bean suicid;U as tho cover a.."lll cunocc.lmont n!!urdod the 
ana~ tor. tlal\Y o:prortunitii!B to talco tho out£,unrda by atoalth. CauJu- . 
£lagocl. i'nxh-..Loa vith cloercd fiolt!s of firo nro ruct.IJClorrlO'!. ·Nu=-1 1 but 
aocotiLoe hnrd to executa ~or firo. 

·(') Ll 1\ poric.ltor ~ofunsu, it is nocoos:uor to ohoek tho 
.• tront\ .vith ·sQUll roc:Jn .pc.rtica nt tirat li'sht end 1--criodicell.y -thlt.UI;b 

:the <tey ·!or 1D0-200 l:lOtors tu c .. oor c.ut infiltrators, OlQlioo tho battla­
.-!iald1 and to insuro thAt tho an~ is not ca.sain~; for an a.t~--:.::~. This 
action should bo procodod ·by hi1Ving a.ll troopa on -tho veri.•.r•.·~!' t:o!'r~ the 

·.trooa, .,;rc.ss, and anthills to .thoir front ahd ovorhoad nt n · .. ;:·.,· :.iiod. 
tico !ur tvll;..throo cinutos. \Jhen tho rucon ule1:10nts scrar::.· ·~:• •.l:o 
!~nt 1 it should be ~codod by artillery nnd rocr•n by fir·•. ,,i: Cav 

'Scouts ovor~ollli CM assist by c.bsorva.tion. •Units should u,-,, ...... , 1.n 
-tlw ettr.ck vith fi.ro nnd I:IOVOJ:IOnt. all men cuot givo t.''l.r, •.r . .J.-!:1 t~c 
ca11UbUi ty of' baing to tho !runt 8lld ovorhoad as infil trc.t.'l:-3, s.:Jr..nrs, 
·cr Cll.9iling !or an r.ttack. 

(4) Tho mttallon CC!tiCalld group must O....U:' 1\ :.!92 W'ltaADa 

in C'n the ass!llllt and sot it up n3 eooA as possible. D Cc.cr-an,r, r::r · 
.nltornnto. CP, carried one in en the assault -eat it uro: ~tr:rf it 
VllB .. invnlua. blo. · 

z. SUPPLY I .SurRlRT I SERVICES I 

( 1) n.o cini.= a:!Ount of' ~;eor should bo cr.r:::l ... .! :L:to 
an c.ssR.U.lt. This oboul.d ro ono mnl, a. pc.ncho, ~vo canto ann c.r ···I!. tor, 
anlt t11blots 1 c.n~ plant)' of' ammunition. 

(2) Cc.s~ltios a.ro r. criticnl k'rc.blcc. .,hon fi·:'l :is 
pinn1.ns ~ovn individuals, one cc.sualty vill cost on1.1 cr t\:'u P-1't':: c--:n 
nttuu:;:,;;inlr to !;'Ot to hie. Boc.vy ct..vcr i'iro cu.st bo l:'r::p!o:;nJ. t.. "-":Y 

~ c.vor the attocpt to rocover tho WoUnded ~n a~~ ~~t ~i= :-~· ~\ 
the danr,ar nrea. LoP.dors at all lovols in eontnct t:l'61ar f:t_~ .. :. :.'·~:i; JO.ot. 
cautiously in {;Otting ccsunlties out. I lost~ lcQI!cr.· ... ;:,.;.: Ollld 
v:.undod vhilo rec~·vorins cnsUl\ltiut<. W'cundod. =t be .,u!l:.:•! bo.::!t to 
soco ty:;>u vf c::vorcd iOSition .and then troated. Troo;;e I:IUS"C not cot 80 

c~ncorncd vith cosua.ltics tllnt they forgot the ono~ and teoir Dission• 
~ttoL'l;.tins to cnrry a can out requires ur, tu ft~ur 1:10n as bonrors vhioh 

1 cnn hurt a unit at 11 criticnl tigg. 

(') Zvacuatiun of' cesunltics frtlil tho nro!".s c.i' cur.~('.Ct 
in ·this ru:tion vc.a a p:-obloc. TU5<E littor bc11rors vuuld hP.vo boon 11 
bis help. .:.s it turned out, f'if}lt1.n,; strcn(l'th had to to u:Jod to 
carry- out e. _vcundod tl8l1 l'-4 101on required) or tc. cssist t:JilnY' vl\llci.ng 
wounded. ~one lilllll at loast roquired 1.n Qaey_ casas·). ' 

(4) \olhen a IOill1 is voundod cr killed, his vop.pun and scm 
ur his oquir,1cnt E;Ct sopo.r;.te<i !roc hi::. in ca.ny cQ.Bos. Jul. 5-4 ro~osont­
a.tivo - officer or· NCU vith a.asistOlllts, =t bo rrosent at lonst in 
tho bnttr.liun farvnrd aid stntion a.."ld at tbu colloctinEt c ... tlx:an¥ at 
F~rvard fiu,t.ort. ·.Soma t1f c.ur oquil.lT.Iont vcs ovp.cua.te<i vith mn a.ll 
tho vey tv ...ui ilb.-n. J.lso vo l'.ad. cany k-161 s slwt up and had to 
hnvo r~pl~cecents in the area. Thcreft..ro vo kept a lut or voapons 
in tht~ battle oro:. r .. r re-isauo• When vo vera pulllld c.ut vo bro\14;ht 
all axcoss VOt!.ilOC.S and oqui1:1:10nt vith us. hnny eneLIY voapJns vhicll 
vera ca,:turad nnd sent out vith friandly XL. a.nd VL. vore nover BOllA 
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The u."lit cc.cc,:mdc:..· fi(;hting tho ~ttla in tho objcotin area 
..... ,-.,~ ...... ou1trol tJf oqui:;mant, friend~ nnd onoz:v, once it loana tho 

!crva:'li aron by helicoptor. JJ. roro off'octivo "ba.cltetop" ayetor;~ IINIIt 
·'be set up to cntch this gcnr and cc:ntrol it vhan it arrives at Tnrioua 
Unlondi.ns points in tho roar. 

(5) ~tiona arc no prubloz::. Fov mn ont liiUCh vban ~n a 
·henv,y DCtiunt hovovor, vat11r is o:z:tramoly critical. It LIU8t bo p=c&ant 
in qUBlltity- particulnrly vban thoro is no strclllll iluuroo availAb:!.w. 

(6) Tho pathfindcar tcll.l:l vns tromondC.ua. Until -t!1i.-y could 
gat in e.round 1630 hours, 14 i:lon~:~bOr, all. inc;:.~ aircraft ·b.l.:i to bo 

,·guided in_and out DY tho battalion ccmmnndor on tho hnttalion cc==and 
· net. .ll. pathfinder tor.l:l shc.uld go into ovary battaliun-aizod C:l.!!OO.ult. 

(7) It tuck time to r~tlucd !•-16 CllOI&inaa·one ·.-.~·;,<1 at 
a tU:.o. In tho honT,Y DCtiun we oncl•untorad~ -this .took -oxc.:-(::::•.w: ~U:lo 
·i:Lt ·cr'iticai ·-pe;r.ioda. .It vas .,articulRrly criticAl during ~-h ~·· .. :y ni{;ht. 
atto.ck. .ll.lBo it vas diffi~t ttJ lcoop track of empty mg.:-·'.::..:.':: J'.!· . 
a hoav'y firo fir,ht. Tho aulution ~ ibe an a:xr..andablo, pl::..~u.: '·J:r'!l 
Jllll.Gil.ZillO which .is 'resupplied to the ritloR!.A iuil,y lc•ad•d .u\ ~. _.-,'l:i . .)lear 
11.111 VNi tho old M-1 clir of aisht reucda. .u.ao·, tho proscr.~ ~--···! ~~ 
pouch Ullkes crawling on thu atumach cliff'ioult. 

(B) Tho individual auldior I:!Wit 'baco1010 a~ l.::aet ~ g..od 
-as tho ·P.11.VN in C81Xluflaga tochniquas end use of' terrain r.a.! foli::51 
to cover acd ct•ncoAl his 1:10vamants. This muat l:o amiba£l~ct!. · 

l'. THE PJ.VN EiiD:r a 

(1} Bo appoar!N tu l'O vall-i.ruinAd. Uo v.,_• ··c-:.···"'d\"th 
·Bo V!IB cquippcld with n pre}'.<lndaranoa of autumatic v,opona .-•;•; :->l•l:O:'L)' ot 
amcrunition •. Ho carriod 3 - 5 Chinose potato cosher lul'lli r;:n·:.:~~ic:1. Ha 
onrriod n aoftbnll-eizod v.a.d of cooked rico, 101e1at u! tht1111 r.•~e:~l'•: a 
bed rell consisting of a piaca of vator~oot plastic tl.cd e.· ~=-~k. · 
Ria v9apons varo wall Duintainod. 

{2} Ho VIIS nn export at CQ.I;lOut~ a•1A ••::?ti. 'ru:.•;• :.:·.t of 
covor and c. ncoalcont to :i?Grfoction. Vith only a~~:e.::.J ~.~.::, c:-:-·:~:-.•-::, 
and antitank vaApona ho c:bvic,usly so~t to eloise ,., i.:t "" W 5~r:w~rlt 
quiclcly-boforo wo coulc\ discovor hi.l:l - · possibly tc ~·.:.n:J:-r c-~. • !. _, •• ='.lpp:..rt 
lass uftcctivo Md certainly tc. ovarvhelc us on:i fta.:a un ~ .• ,· · .. ::.~: 'Jn 
hie tares. Without I:IUCh ovorhoad tire support, ho :probe.l:-;;. !:.:-.'·, ;u fall 
'bnck on oxport caa.utlaGQ techniques, attDCks in l:laBs, inil.;:c:c.tc.•·s, unci 
st~-tchind killer ~crtiea. 

(,~) Ho vas a deadly shot. In cnrinf= fc;,r ~ t!Cn- who hnd 
baon killed nnd voundod, I was struck Uf t:1o great nw:lbcr who hod bcOA 
shot in tho helld Md upper p;1rt of tho body -- particularly in th.J t.oado 
B<t dofitlitol,y nimad for tho loaders -- tho mon who wore shuuting, pointing, 
talking on radion. He.: nlsCI niiJcd tor tho con carry in,; rndiua. Ho nl.ao 
lli•llOt:.rC'i tc concontrnto un con VOIU'ing insi~ia cf rtl.tl.k - :ijleZticularly 
llC.n-cNJr.ti.aaioned officor vith stripes c.n tbuir arcS 0 Iri this vnr~ I 
~uaatic.n if it is necessary, possibly oven foolish, or invitinr. firu, 
for n.:.n-cc.moiasi"nod' officers to vor.r in::irni:1 c:f their r.rad·e --
or en:! onliDtod = fe-r that 1:3.ttor. Within tho se>U.l units, all con 
knov. their loadors. In bnso ca.cp tho lecdors should waar thoir insign1a. 

' On oporr.tions e.S':linst tha onocy", thoy should woar cloan-nloavo f~:t4,"ll.ea. 

(4} W'non attc.cking, tho P •• Vll units cc.n!ronting us used 
. CC.Ss ll!lllc.ult tactics pracadert in a· • .-ce cc.sos by lit~t mortar nnd anti­

tank rt~ckat fire. The latter I Loliavo is often tlistc.kon for cortar 
firo 0 lie c.lso usc.'li encircling canuuvors Vi th 50 - 75 Call groupe 0 Be 
eaployod his tltl.Chino suns nxtror.~Gly voll and thoroUI'hly undarstc:od tho 
Valuo of 1;1"/Ui.nt: firo. J.t ni01t, ho infiltrnted scall .nugbora up to 
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l,y ·iJOSitions. Those one.~ set up on :to7 cf r;rCBsy anthills, 
o.nd cood close-in firins ]rlC.ocitions. ·Ho voa 0%~ at probillg 
ivo p;:~rilDatar at n~t ond wont to (;!.'Oat ortarta to try to foroo 

into firinft• · 

. (5) 'olhon mat by heavy r;roUcd !ira or by IIDrtar, artilla%'7 0 ·:~ .;.1r, or AlU.. ·he bcco1110 lass .or{;W1ized. ·BoVOTer, ·he did .DCt qui!.. 
·!l'apalm o.nd vhita phosphorous h'J ·da!inital,y did n.Jt :l.ika. 

(6) Ho appoarod to b4vo no rAdios. Tho loaderao o.:..ntrollod 
thair mun by shouting. Dugloa vera used during the ~t of 14 - ·15 
llovomb.!r on tho mountain ~'bcve tho battalion .porimetar. .I..Uo, t.t n18bt 
on .the mountt:.in they usod sisnaJ. lishta. 

(7) Ho fouoht to the daath. ·Whon .voundod, t:.o uc:1~i.nuod 
tighting vith his sznall arm ·and gre.IUldoa. •Bo 11ppeared ·fnr-"\ti.c .. 1 vhen 
vouilclad and had to ·Uo ·opprollChod vith o:rtroma care. ·&n,y !r.-''· :.:-!.';r van 
:ahot •by -¥ound.od p._vs. 

(e)' Ho also 011pouod £QIUI.tioal in his oxt.r::1~ .,rt.~:;;ts to 
recovor bvf\ics u£ his do ad ·nnd wounded Md thoir aquiplll('r.i.. 1!-~ r.·nur 
stoppod his affc.rts in this rogn:rd ·and used -the •night_, tt.r· hi•;:1 .g.:L~Zs, 
tho anthills and other concool.ment .to .·mexiM•m lldni.ritago to cr,::-::~ :hls 
.plirpc.se • Wo found many or his dod Vith ropes tied arc~ tho NU:laa 
and a short, runninr, and tree. I env tvo or ~ daad vith eiuilar 
ropoa tiod around their ankloa. 

(9) SC'me of~ men vho met.h.im r~e to !aeo ha.n atnted 
that sotlO P.:.Vlf apl'aarad to be "hopped up". Thoy bslocd thi,; nn_,.,,., .. :~.,n 
in part on thair o't-o~~4lr.,. .. t.i<•A t~t vhnl\ Ahnt, t.ho7 leapt lll:.v"'-!1!; rovo:!:al 

-mcra.st.etlCI .f':it':ine before dropJ:Iing •. In theeo ca&~~s, it 1!1 1'(::Jr.iulll 
tha.t tho hi!;h velocity M-16 bullet PtJ.BIIOd cloanl,y throueh '!'l"uRa O:t't~ 
without any iLJcadio.te stoppin~t artaot. J.lsu sumo r.10n stat~:!. ~h..•.t ·~h87 
sav c. tow onaley- koop thoir vaapons o.t sling &ri:IS" although und:~: !it'e • 
Ono ncn-co~sionod cffioor statod tha.t ~ne group of 30 or so ena~ 
Cuntinuod roving across tho front c.! his squad altllOUgb it V88 baing 
cut to :i)iocos by oloso-in !lmlki11~ !ira. 

. ( 10) .A Ca~rito tnctic. or the Pla.VN onaz;v va !aood eaa~ 
to be an o.ge;rcssiva snall-uoit encircling I:IS.iuluver. .A.nuthar voa n rnpid 
uso.ult by 6 - 10 PJ•Vlf on 2 or 3 !riendl,y. ' 

( 11) W'o found aC'm of our XL. "dos tatm'' Md vallate oo. 
tho bodios of duad P •• VN. 

VIII. Out uf all tho ubvvo, tho principal points thot I would like 
tv ocphnsizo o.ro1 

... Wo oust cnko inlgina.tive and constont uso of our 
trorJOndvus tiro ·suppart a.dvantcga tu kill tho P.:.Vlf enemy 'btlfura ho 
sots sc closo that vo must ti¢\t hil:l un his tarms. This inoluioa 
haavy uso of tho h-79 llOd avon hand grenades tC' h:.~d him out SCI 

1
that 

artillery, TJ.C J.ir, and J.R.o. can vork oa. hiD. 

11. Wo l:lUSt toko tima and evory o&,portunity to trc.in our 
con, and ospociAlly our roplacemonta, tu perfection in sma.ll-unit tiro 
and Ct~vocont and tiro :.rid m .ouver. It vo do not do this, men will 
bo killod who voulcl n.Jt cthorviso. bo kill&ci. 

C. Tho COI:I:X!lldor on tht! battlofiold cust c:..ntinucl.ly anticiputo 
vhnt tho futuro r;cy bring or cculd bring e.'ld tcko ~tepa to in!luonoo .tha 
future bot ore it comas o.bc.ut. This a:p:;~lios -to the enOJ:\YJ tu !ira support 1 
sup-_.>l,y or NIIJ;IO, votar, en•• codice.l eup:pJ.ios ba!ure ;tho roquiremant arieesf • 

18 
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io !riandl1 reaction to pcesible eno~y aetion1 ~ to,all otber'~ttars 
bAvi.ng a beuing on a :particular situAtion. Alau, peno~icall.;• t~\TOU8b-

, out a battle, tbe eoi..L6lll!er wst acntall,y detach hitlsel! !roc;. the! action 
, and objootively tbi.Nc - vh&t is not l.einf; done vhich should be done to 

in!luenoa tba a1tuatioA, and vhat ia L'Oing done v!licn should riot be scins 
Oll•. 
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Cow ·Hr __ _ 
Rqa, 1st :bn, 7th Cav 
Plei he, RVH U168o69 
14064S llov 65 

iJdttan transcript of Ox:al Operationa Order isawtd by ·Lisutanazlt ·Colonel 
:..-.rold G. Moore, Coi!IU.llding Officer, 1st Ilatt~n, 7th Cavalr)-, 140645 
.:-.ovember 1965· 

J,., ·Ena~ 

2~ Pos::ib:!.'J eno!IIY on Chu Pong munt&.in YJ.. 9:55010. {

1' r\,ssible' Eatt&lion Ticinity YJ.. 90:50:52• 

:5) l'ossi't:la s,ecret base vicinity YJ.. 960020. · 
: -~ 

s. )ri :Srigad'l continua& present mission or sen!·ch and destroy 
.!iC'utb ~ West of l'l.oiku, l'l.ei Me vitb. 2/7 Ca.vl\l.ry South or 
.Plei l..a and 2/5 Ca'\"il:ey 't.'est or Ploi bl. · . 

2. MI:SSIONa 1st }!attalion, 7th C&.val.ry conducts .Air .A.Bsllll.l~ operations 
in aroa L.nlE (Ia Drans Valley) to seareb !or and destroy 
thu onell\(• Operations v1ll be concentrated on atraQIII bed.a, 
rivor bods, nnd voodocl high srow:d. to a msxiznum baigbt ot 

\1) 

(2) 

500 motor a • ~ ... · ··:: .. • !';.":·1.. 

·.o.·:, 

" ' M:lll"'JVors Tho b:~.tt&lion vill entor 'tho aro:~. o! opera tiona 
it• ''•"1lllp.:lll,}' olciJ('nts shuttling from thoir present locations 
usir.z 15 UH1D holicoptors lnnding at Landing Zona X-RaY. 
;.1.:•::-rnto L:J.nding Zonas e.ro TANGO and YANKEE to be used onlr 
on urd.cr. Compaey' :& will land !'irst and secure the IendinB 
:t.one. The Landing Zone vill be secured using tho tochniqua 
of sending out roconnai.ssa:tce clements from ono platoon a.nd 
retaining tho comp:lnY(-) assumblod. as a striking force. 
Company A, Cog~ C, and Cogpany D will !'cllov on order. 
Company B and Coap8.nl A on ordor will assemble' in attack 
forgation ·orr tho North and licrtheast .portion o!' tho lsmiing 

. ::ono. prepa:od to co=cnce a coordi.lulted search.i.n€ l:lOVeoont 
to tho East and Northeast on order vith Compan,y a on the 
right lEest), Cogpa.ey C illitial.ly Battalion rosbrva Clld. 
i.a.nding Zona security on order. rreparo to covo West e.nd 
liort~west to search lover portion o!' LlOuntain a1'ea Tioinit)" 
r-a.~. . 
Firo ~upport1 Tho.;e vill be an B Clinuto divarsionary 
ertillery prspnration vicinity Landing Zonas Y.ANXl:oE and 
T.AliGO, followed by a. 20 minute tubs artillery prepnration 
vicinity the primary l.Gnding Zono X-RAX with s~is on 
surrounding terrain and tha !'ingor a:uf' draw Nortbwaat or 
X-RJ.Y • 

I 
FOR OFFICLU. USE ONil' .. I. .. ,. 

. . l . . , .. 
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•. 

lOll an'ICI.Al. USE om;[ 

'Tho t.uho =t1llar,r_ Vill 'bo t.;n.oV\ld b,y }q ..COAda C\f .Aerial 
Rockat artillcuy !ollowod by 30 8QO(J.Dda of gunahip prw-· 
pe.ration juat prior to touchdown Of tho UU.Ult OOCip&qt 
All mortars undor Co~. :D .QQ1'1ar platoon control• •t 
Position BrOil to. be aeieotod attar JaM1ftCo Priorit7 
ot tiros init~ to Compe.n;y B then to Cobpe.tiJ' A ·¥baA 
J:J:~Va ott the LZ to Kaat begina. • 

l!. Cot.~paey .lo.l 

c. Company lh~. 

lit .. ~. · .. 
. .. , .. 

. .. . ·. ,.:·.:. ..... :~: :., : ..... 
. . ~ . : : '. : . ... '": 

1: •. eo~]),·· 
., . '·· :-~-:-. -:·~: ... n:" 

...... · ., . . 

'6. · Hec·.1"'·;.,i-t~rs Co~ • · ·!\:no ... ~ Lending·.t.c;n• r~·~ ··~~ .. ~ 

u. 

utiliz1n0 2 CH-i7 1 s. 

Cuord~t~g ~~~t~tio;w • :~· . ;. • · · · ; ...... r1 
. ( 1) .Bst:h rfrio OOIIIpaD,Y· )Ia pro~M. to U81DDII ~sio'A. or. &117 •. f 

(2) 

(3) 

othor .rifle :c~mpaD,J -~A 'C~or!· . · ~: .· ':. 

"C11 ~ti. £raquon~7. rtU ~ .'W.ed £~;,:~.,.., .... 
.. . .· ... . - . . . . ... • 

.Ul fitl& colilpe.Dias· taka ou IOICl'i:ar- and.mrlmng ~tieD• . 

. , . . . 

. . . . . .:·.. . . ... •. '·"' 
(4) .Ul .. ccrtars will .bo 'brc\18bt 1D aa. i.n.tal:z1al. •ll!i1D lDada ·and: .. · · : · 

· pl'ltlO'i. UDder Co~:~p~~ey :D OOAtr'Clo : .. . . . . .· · ' ·.·• ,;;(" • 
I • , ' I -: ': •i/..f• • 

4• ..IJlloUHISTR41·:t~ LND WGIS:I!JX:S1 . :. .• . · .. ·.• ~ ....... . 
· A. No IOIUl.eg vJ.ll be takun into objaot~o •a.raa until •cleared to: du· 

so by thn· llatt.alion Cof.candar. · 

11. Forward 5t•Hly point will be at ~ding Zona Fal.oon ~22032• 
~ • ., : • • • • • 0 

o. Equipmnt lett a.t Ploi Mo vill 'bo plcood inside the Special ~orou 
. CIU:Ip proparod ror air IIIJTO to LandiAg Zono Fa.laon or l.-i.AI on ordaz:o 

... ~ . 
•ao'l' 

0 .. ; ": .. ".. .. ,. .... . l 
.•'!' .,... . ~. _.. . •."· ~·· , . 

.. ·:-; • .:-.· ... ..... ··~ •. ·:.· =~ ••• •• -
.... :l!aUBlion _Co~er initially with aas~~t :C.~···: ... ····r- .•• ~. 

11. llatta.lion Forward CoiiCBDd. Poet• . Landing ·Zc:IM ,X,.bT at B&ttalioA 
Comcand,or' s location .... , , .... , . · .. .. . :- ',-. · · ·: , ... · ·. ··,: t"· ·: .. 

:.·:···.. •• ••• : ::·: 0. "-.;-~·.1 : ....... ·.':' .. :.. .... ·:·;;-.. ~·-. ·. 
c. :Battalion Rear ·coilm.ad l'(;et• · ·Pra~ut l.Oa·a~icitl 'initial.l)';· lendine 

Zon~. F~po~ 0!1 order .. ·~•:!• , • ·• -r ·• ·; .• ; : ·; •. :\·:•.(.,: •• :. • 

\~:·: ·_·t· ::·~:~~~· .. ! ?~,',:;;.:;·~~: .. / ,.·: .. ·;.:.-:··:>;~;~.~~:~}{;":.~~· . :. ·.· . 
HJOBE 

··.'· t' 0 Lt Colo.c.el 

• 

·r.· • 

: :c~"''\ .. : •!·:r.,.-t.: .. '' · 
roa omcL.L m:a: C!iD'u"'f • ;" .. ~ .;, ... :,-:•.· ·:.-i· ·~ _,:.:_. 

n·.: ·' r· •.:.~·· =\~•'i"<"~' ~"!: r.r:. 
,:"~;>. : ~- c-.~ .. r.~ --·-

.• 
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THE lA D~ANG CAMPAIGN 
October 26-November 27, ·1965 

'li)'Y THE TB!E OF OPERATION CHINA them for all aspects ofbattle-reconnais-
\ • I Starlite, the Marines were not NORTH sance; air attack, transport, and logistic 
i • ! the only American ground '~':VIETNAM support-to -produce a self-contained 
I 

1 

combat troops in Vietnam. U.S. yS.,-..r~ '"· and potentially devastating force. 
Army Special Forces, the Green Berets, •Hanoi,~,---_-_,1"_0 ·-· <:·- · On July 28,1965, President Johnson 
had been fighting their own unconven- ( announced the commitment of the 1st 
tional-operations since 1957, and advisers ,J/ __ Cavalry to Vietnam. The division had 
had been attached to the ARVN for even ( GULF c·~ formally come into existence only a 
longer. But in the aftermath of the Marine / · 70~~/N - month before, absorbing personnel from 
commitment to Da Nang, President '\;,_ ·. ·. -~ the experimental 1 Ith Air Assault Div-

-Johnson had authorized the deployment '\, - -'-- -- ision (Test) and reassigned units from the 
of entire armv formations. \.;_ 2d Infantry Division (now given cavalry 

On April ;4, 1965, the 173d Airborne designations), but the commanding 
Brigade-the army's rapid response force officer, Major General Harry W. 0. 
for the western Pacific-was ordered to Kinnard, was eager for action. More than THAILAND 
move to Vietnam, and, three months 400 helicopters-OH-I 3 Sioux for recon-
later, they were joined by the 1st Brigade, naissance, UH-1 Hueys for assault and 
101st Airborne Division. The latter was infantry lift, CH-47 Chinooks and CH-54 
initially slated to relieve the 173d, but ·· · Flying Cranes for heavy lift-were 
ended up fighting alongside it. The steady -~ .J{i'm · :> loaded on transports; these, together with 
escalation of U.S. force levels had begun. ?'w n.e.a·~~ 16,ooo personnel and 1,6oo vehicles, were 

Both formations found the transition CAMBODIA )~ eamp.ilgn \ shipped across the Pacific, approaching 
to war frustrating, acting as heliborne----''o r--,. ' · • , ~;: Vietnam in early September. 
infantry in a countrv-wide "firefighting" ;:., ~ r-:,;.'1" SOUTH ~- General Westmoreland's first reaction 

• . ..... , '· , _....--' r· VIETNAM/ 
role. For much of the time; the troopers ·,'? ··;, .: . ,Phnom~"' · ,..J was to split the division, sending each of 

. were involved in repetitive, tiring, and -~~ 1) ;cPenh i_' _ _ 10/- its three brigades to a different part of the 
mundane "walks in the sun," chiefly in -~ Y:. . ~ "'-lsar l!ft'Y:c-:-~ · . country; but Kinnard was adamant: the 
War ZoneD north of Saigon and around . sr---c:r----~ "-:-- ~,__ whole point of airmobility, he argued, 
Pleiku_ i~ ~he Central Highlands. The VC _._' ·')-:¢t~.~~:g was to keep the closely integrated force 
were mtually reluctant to engage U.S. . (;-;::-· together to maximize its impact. 
troops. . U ·Kinnard's view prevailed, and he was 

One of the reasons for Communist . . ordered to deploy his division to An Khe, 
caution lay in the" enhanced mobility 3 5 miles inland from Qui Nhon in the 
displayed by the Americans. Helicopters "We are in heavy contact. These central provinces. An immense heliport 
had been used before in Vietnam, as both I · (soon to be dubbed "the Golf Course") 
Ap Bac and Starlite showed, but both gbys are good!" was constructed, and the Ioist Airborne 
airborne brigades were now using them I · was drafted in to clear Route 19. On 
on a m~ch more regular basis, lifting JTAIN ROBERT H. EDWARDS, IZ x-RAY, NOVEMBER 14• 1965 September 14, the first ~egular Army 
troops over difficult terrain to landing helicopters flew in to An Khe. 
zones (LZs) in the enemy rear. It was an The central provinces were not chosen 
idea that had been explored as early as at random, for, by the summer of 1965, it 
1962, when Secretarv of Defense Robert was becoming apparent that the area was 
McNamara had set· up the U.S. Army under attack, not just from the VC but 
Tactical ~[obility Requirement Board also, more significantly, it was believed, 
under the leadership . of Lieutenant from elements of the North Vietnamese 
General Hamilton Howze. Army. Infiltration ofNV A regulars do\vn 

By 1965, "airmobility" had been taken the Ho _Chi Minh Trail in Laos and 
much further· than that displayed by the Cambodia had been recognized for some 
101st and 173d, who used helicopters time, but intelligence sources were now 
only for movement: the newly activated painting a much more menacing picture. 
1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile). used They were not mistaken: a special Field 

~ ... 
•.· ,; 

48 
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Shoulder sleeve Insignia of the I st Cavalry. 
Division (Airmobile). This unit's hard 
fighting In the Ia Drang Campaign won a 
Presidential Unit Citation. 

.-; .... 
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THE lA DRANG CAMP 

The origins of airmobility 

The U.S. Army used helicopters for medical 
evacuation and light transportation duties 
as early as the Korean War ( 1950-53). 
Indeed, while that war was still going on, in 
August, 1952, a decision was taken to create 
12 helicopter battalions which would be 
used for ferrying infantry units into combat 
over difficult terrain. But technology lagged 
behind: it was not until the development of 
the gas turbine engine in the mid-1950s that 
helicopters could be given the power to-lift 
heavy loads. The Army was slow to capita­
lize on this potential, even though a··few 
officers were already discussing the possibi­
lity of self-contained heliborne units. 

In January, 1960, recognizing the need 
for rationalization, the Chief of Staff set up 
the Army Aircraft Requirements Review 
Board under Lieutenant General Gordon B . 

. Rogers. This Board made a number of 
recommendations regarding the design and 
procurement of helicopters, but said little 
about. how they could be ·used beyond 
observation and transportation. It was not 
until April, 1962, that a wider perspective 
emerged. Secretary of Defense Robert 

By 1100 on 
·November 14, 1965, 
the first elements of 
the 1st Battalion, 7th 
Cavalry. had been 
helicoptered from their 
base at Plei Me to 
Landing Zone X-Ray (7) 
just east of Chu Pong 

·Mountain (4). A major 
U.S. search and destroy 
operation in the valley 
of the Ia Orang (I) had 
begun. 

Shortly after setting 
down, Company B (6) 
·moved off to the west 
and north toward a 
spur of the massif. 
Waiting for them in 
positions on the 
mountain and in the 
valley' were elements of 
the NVA 66th and 33d 
Regiments (2 and 3), 
diverted from an 
intended attack on Plei 

for the LZ, probed to 
the east and was 
charged, unsuccessfully, 
by two NVA companies 
(9). With Company D 
reinforcing Company C 
around the LZ's south 
and southwest 
perimeter, the 
cavalrymen held on 
until 1800, when 
Company B, 2d 

Me. Company B was Battalion, 7th Cavalry, 
soon pinned down by was helilifted in to 
fierce enemy fire: so, bolster the defenses. 
too, was Company A Next day, November 
(5), which had been 15, t.he NVA mounted 
dispatched to provide spirited attacks against 
support for Company B X-Ray, but with 
on its left flank. artillery and helicopter 

As the battle gunship support, the 
developed, Company C Americans repelled 
(8). providing security their attackers. By the 
· -~~- :-:~~ -.·· .. · :.:. ~.~:..~·r:.~- . · · ... _..;:--;\ .:· · l -~ .• 

-~ :.::- . .; ... ·. ·:~ •.. ~ .. ,.·.<-f_~.= .. ·.·. ·;:.:' -~- \: .. ' .. ~. -· ,... . ~. ~'(": 
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exasperated by the Army's 
nt inability to think beyond such 
inative possibilities, set up the Army 

Mobility Requirements Board 
Lieutenant General Hamilton Howze 

LEFT). The concept of airmobility, 
its emphasis on the· full range of 

I 

military capability within one heliborne 
formation, came out of the Howze Board. It 
led to the creation of the lith Air Assault 
Division (Test) under Brigadier General 
Harry W.O. Kinnard (ABOVE RIGHT): the 
formation that would enter Vietnam in 1965 
as the 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile) . 

• 



Force under NV A Brigadier General Chu 
Huv Man was preparing to seize Kontum 
and Pleiku provinces, before thrusting 

A wward the coast and splitting South 
· ·W Vietnam m two. 

For this to succeed, the NV A had to 
destro\· other, more wester! y, Special 
Force; camps at Plei Me and Due Co, 
opening up the main routes to Pleiku 
Citv. In late July, 1965, the NVA 32d 
Regiment began the campaign by sur­
rounding Due Co, threatening to over­
whelm its defenders, who were a mixture 
of South Vietnamese Special Forces and 
~fontagnard and Nuong tribesmen, all 
under U.S. Special Forces control. An 
AR VN mechanized column was commit­
ted to relieve the base, but was caught in 
an ambush four miles east of Due Co. The 

-J."JV A, under h{:avy U.S. air attacks, 
eventually withdrew, having inflicted 
significant casualties. . 

The NV A 3 2d Regiment was joined by 
the 33d in early September, linking up 
with the local VC main-force battalion to 
establish a base on the eastern slopes of 
Chu Pong Mountain_. This was a 174-
square-mile massif that straddled the 

south of the Ia (River) Orang; it 
re than 5 oo meters above the floor 

ng plateau of jungle that 
the 3 7 miles to Pleiku City. 

Unkn 1 to the Americans, General 
. 

1 as about to receive a third regi-
mP·nt---1-l,hP 66th-that would increase his 

to the equivalent of a division 
battalions, each of 5 5o men, 

by artillery and support units). It 
first time the NV A had operated 

at a multi-regimental level. 
Plei Me was attacked early on 
20, and the AR VN responded 

I y: as the defenders of the base 
for survival, a mechanized column 

in Pleiku City. But local 
~~·"""'"·"'"'-L , scared of commit­

... :.•_ .. ··· 

stalled. It was not until 
agreed to send the 1st 

In November, 
19CSCS. By their 
action, the cavalry 
were able to 
preempt a major 
NVA attack In the 
Central Highlands. 

Brigade, ISt Cavalry, to Pleiku to guard 
against possible envelopment that the 
relief column set out, on October 22. 

As the column approached Plei Me, 
however, it was ambushed and, despite 
heavy U.S. air support, the commander 
insisted on caution. Only when Kinnard, 
in an early display of airmobility, helicop­
tered artillery forward to LZs close to the 
ambush point did the column begin to. 
move. Plei Me was finallv relieved late on 
October 25, having . survived only 
through the.courage and fighting skill of 
its Green Beret garrison. 

Westmoreland was impressed by the 
rapid response of 1st Cavalry, and on 
October 26 he agreed to "give Kinnard 
his head," changing the role of the 
division from one of reaction/reinforce­
ment to unlimited offense within a parti­
cular area of Vietnam. Kinnard was given 
responsibility for most of Pleiku, Kon­
tum, and Binh Dinh provinces in II Corps 
Tactical Zone and was o·rdered to seek 
out, fix, and destroy any enemy forces in 
the region. He gave the task to his 1st 
Brigade, which immediately began wide­
spread aerial searches, hoping to find the 
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By the summer of 
196S, U.S. 
Intelligence was 
aware that a 
combined force of 
NVA regulars and 
local vcwas 
threatening 
Special Forces 
camps at Plel Me 
and Due Co In the 
central provinces. 
NVA Brigadier 
General Chu Huy 

Man's apparent 
plan was to drive 
east across the 
country to the sea, 
cutting South 
VIetnam In half. 

Countering this 
threat were 
units of the I st 

! .' 

soon In action, 
helping to relieve 
the besieged 
Special Forces 
camp at Plei Me in 
late October, 
196S. This success 
led to their being 
sent on the 

cavalry Division offensive In an 
(Airmobile) under area near the Chu 
Major General Pong massif and Ia 
Harry w. 0. Drang valley, 
Kinnard, stationed where there were 
at An Khe. The I st signs of a major 
Air Cava~ry·were>· · .. Communist base. 
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At 1037 on 
November 14, 1965, 
after 20 minutes of 
bombardment and 
rocket fire, the first 

. elements of the I /7th 
Cavalry, commanded 
by lieutenant Colonel 
Harold G. Moore, 
landed at LZ X-Ray 
below the Chu Pong 
massif. 

Colonel Moore 
established his 
command post (5) 
near a large anthill in 
the center of the LZ, 
an area of level 

· ground covered with 
elephant grass and 
scattered trees. Moore 
then ordered Captain 
John 0. Herren's 

·:· Company B to strike 
out northwest toward 
.a· mountain spur 
protruding from the 
jungle.-covered wall of 
the. Chu Pong (I). 

.J 
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: The Ia Drang Campaign 
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As another wave of 
Huey helicopters (6) 
came in to land at 1245, 
Herren's I st Platoon (3) 
ran into enemy fire. On 
its right flank, 2d 
Platoon ( 4) also came 
under fire and was then 
rapidly surrounded. 
Captain Herren 
responded by moving 
3d Platoon (2) to cover 
the left flank of 1st 
Platoon, but it too was 
soon to become mired 
in the firefight. 

Meanwhile, back at 
the command post, 
Colonel Moore called 
up artillery and air 
support which 
eventually succeeded in 
subduing the enemy 
fire. This allowed the 
rest ofthe I f7th 
Cavalry to be lifted in 
to LZ X-Ray at 1500 
hours. As a result, 
Moore was able to set 
about reorganizing his 
defenses . 

N 

Nottoscale t 
On the night of the 
14th, 2d Platoon, 
reduced to seven 
unwounded men, was 
left to fend for itself as 
Communist forces tried 
to overrun the LZ. But 
by 0900 on the 15th, 
reinforcements were 
lifted in to X-Ray and, 
with 2/Sth Cavalry 
approaching overland, 
the NVA began to 
break off the fight. 

It was not until 1030 
on November 16, 
however, after another 
night of fighting, that 
Moore was finally 
relieved. The battalion 
had sustained 79 killed 
and 121 wounded 
against an enemy body 
count of 634. 
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For airmobility to be effective, helicopters 
had to be able to land inside enemy-held 
territory to br'ing in the men, weapons, and 
supplies needed for offensive operations. 
'Natural landing zones (LZs), such as jungle 
clearings, were likely to be defended, so 
quite often they had to be created. 

Once a location had been chosen, path­
finders and combat engineers would de­
scend through the jungle canopy by rope 
rappel or on special "Jacob's Ladders" from 
hovering helicopters, while other aircraft 
"prepped" the area to disrupt any enemy 
response. On the ground, the advance 
engineers would begin to clear the under­
growth and trees with chain saws, axes, and 
explosives, creating as quickly as possible an 
area into which the helicopters could de­
scend to disgorge assault platoons. In some 
cases, a rough; defensive perimeter would 
be set up by reconn'aissance troops. The LZ 
was then ready for actual landings. 

troops responsible for the Plei Me attack. 
The I st Brigade was spearheaded by the 
I st Squadron, 9th Cavalry, whose task it 
was to fly light scout helicopters at 
treetop height, calling in "aero-rifle pla­
toons" in UH-Is whenever contact was 

• . made. The brigade's main body was made · 
up of three heliborne infantry battalions 
as well as artillery and aerial-rocket fire 
support, the latter deliyered by specially 

. adaf?ted~·UH~I•--!.'gunships.:~. :\:, · "·. , .. 
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same techniques would often be 
.to create a Fire. Support Base 

located on a hilltop so that 
artillery could provide support 

.on patrol in the surrounding 
coLumrvs••ae. As such bases needed to be 

su••n•u'L'"'• t.he initial clearance might. 
by dropping special "Daisy Cutter" 
pr,imed to explode .. just .. above 

level to topple trees. A stake would 

U.S. Army UH·I 
helicopters (RIGHT) 

fall Into a tight 
landing formation 
at an LZ near . 
Phuoc Vlnh, some 
40 miles north of 
Saigon. 

1 be positioned .at the ·center of the site 
and 131-foot rope attached to mark out 
the bunker line---the ·bunkers being 
IS apart. · 

similar rope, 246 feet long, marked the 
· perimeter. Bulldozers would be 

in J?y helicopter to dig command 
and artillery 'pits, followed by a 

of IOSmm medium howitzers. Dug 
nrt>tf>l"t,•r1 by barbed wire, mines, air 

smmc•n:. and infantry, the FSB would be 
for action . 

Unaware that the Plei Me attack and 
had been carried out by NV A 

, the Cavalry concentrated on 
to the north and east of the camp, 

to spot VC guerrillas returning to 
villages. Little was found, 

because General Man had ordered 
32d and 33d Regiments back to the 
Pong base in the west, where they 

· link·. with the 66th Regiment 
.~ c.•c·.;;,.;;;c.-·o· .• ·o.-. .-.~·~,,.attac~. on Pl~i Me. 

·.I , ~.(· .,. 
. . ,. ... 

On a hilltop base 
(BELow) men of the 
1st cavalry 
Division walt to 
hook a ISSmm 
howitzer to the 
holst of a CH-54 
Tarhe Flying 
Crane. 

It was not until 0720 hours on 
November I that contact was made, when 
9th Cavalry helicopters, ranging far and 
wide, spotted movement about seven 
miles west of Plei Me. Aero-rifle support 
was called up and, at o8o8 hours, a group 
attack was made on what turned out to be 
an NV.A field hospital. In less than 30 
minutes, I5 NV A had been killed and 43 
captured, along with a mound of docu­
ments and. medical equipment. Isolated 

~ ... :.·· . ".1·.· '1•. . • 



firefights continued throughout the day, 
at the end of which Kinnard could claim a 

--~ "body count" of 99 NV A for 1 1 of his 
own men killed. Airmobility was begin­

_) ning to bite. 
It soon became obvious from the 

captured documents that the Cavalry 
were looking in the wrong place for the 

-· wrong enemy. On November 2, Kinnard 
.lllllllllli.ifted his search pattern to th.e west, 
• ere 9th Cavalry scouts had already 
I 

.) 

]: ···. ·. 
'~\·. 

. -~·.·. 

trails between the Chu 
Ia Drang. They started 

the area on November 3, setting 
LZ south of the river 

infantry patrols could be 
. Late on the same day, one of 
rols ambushed elements of the 

Regiment and then helped to 
LZ against attacks that cost the 

a further 72 confirmed dead . 
1'\..IJm~;ua now suspected that the Chu 

Pong area was a major NV A ~ase. On 
November 9, he relieved the 1st Brigade 
of his division with the 3d ("Garry 
Owen") Brigade, commanded by Colonel 
Thomas W. Brown, and ordered it to 
prepare for an assault into the Commu­
nist-held area. An entire battalion of 
heliborne troops-the 1/7th Cavalry­
was to be lifted on November 14 onto an 
LZ at the foot of the Chu Pong and then 
patrol out, searching for contacts. 
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