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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 'OO Sf:p Lti AHll: l:t 

September 19, 20DO 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

THROUGH: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE EXECUTIVE CLERK 

JOSEPH J. SIMMONS I 
DEPUTY ASSISTANT TO 
DIRECTOR, WHITE HOUS 

Medal of Horior Recommendation in the Case o~ 
Captain Ed Freeman, United States Army 

The Secretary of the Army and the Secretary of Defense have 
recommended the ~ward of the'Medal of Honor to Captain Ed 
Freeman, United States Army, for conspicuous gallantry as 
described in the attached citation. 

Captain Freeman survived his heroic actions on 14 November 1965, 
during 14 separate flights in an unarmed helicopter; providing 
ammunition, supplies, and a rescue platform for a heavily 
engaged Ameiican battalion in Landing Zone X-Ray in ~he Ia 
Drang, Republic of Vietnam. 

Recommendation 

That you sign the accompanying certificate and citation where 
annotated. 

Attachments 



THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
1 000 DEFENSE PENTAGON 

WASHINGTON, DC 20301-1000 

MEMORANDUMFORTHEPRESIDENT 

AUG 8 2000 

SUBJECT: Medal of Honor Recommendation for then-Captain Ed Freeman, Ut:tited States 
Army 

The Secretary of the Army recommends, ancl I concur, that you award the Medal of 
Honor, for then-Captain Ed Freeman, U.S. Army, for his gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of 
life above and beyond the call of duty during the Vietnam War. 

Public Law 106-223, waives the time limitation specified in section: 3744 of title 10, 
United States Code, and authorizes you to award, under section 3741 of that title, the 
Congressionai Medal of Honor to Captain Ed Freeman. The Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
St'aff concurs with the recommendation for award of the Medal of Honor.· 

The file supporting the recommendation is attached for your review, if desired. 

Attachment: 
As stated 

0 



CHAIRMAN OF THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF . 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20318-9999 

CM-707-99 
13 September 1999 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY 

Subject: Award of the Medal of Honor to Major, then Captain, Ed W. Freeman, 
USA (Ret) 

Concur in your recommendation 1 to award the Medal of Honor to Major, 
' . 

then Captain, Ed.W. Freeman, USA (Ret), for his heroic actions in Vietnam. 

Reference: 

~II (1 
I . 

HENRY H. SHELTON 
Chairman 

of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 

l Secretary of the Am1y memorandum, 30 August 1999, "Award of the 
Medal of Honor to Then -:- Gaptain Ed W. Freeman~ 

Copy to: 
CSA 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WAS'H IN GTO N 

September 19, 2000 

!. 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE. PRESIDENT 

THROUGH:· 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE EXECUTIVE CLERK 

JOSEPH J. SiMMONS I 
DEPUTY ASSISTANT TO THE 
DIRECTOR, WHiT~.HOUS 

Medal of Honor Rec6mmendation in the Case of 
Captain Ed Freeman, United States Army 

The Secretary .of the Army and the Secretary of Defense have 
recommended the award of the Medal of Honor to Captain Ed 
Freeman, tinited States Army, for conspicuous gallantry as 
described in the attached citation. 

Captain Freeman survived his heroic actiops on 14 November 1965, 
during 14 separate flights in an unarmed helicbpter, providing 
ammunition, supplies, and a rescue platf6rm for a heavily 
engaged American battalion in Landing Zone X-Ray in the Ia 
Drang, Republic of Vietnam. 

Recommendation 

.That you ~ign the accompanying certificate and citation where 
annotated. 

Attachments 
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. THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
1000 DEFENSE PENTAGON 

WASHINGTON, DC 20301-1000 · 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

AUG 8 2000 

SUBJECT: Medal of Honor Recommendation for then-Captain Ed Freeman, United States · 
Army 

The Secretary of the Army recommends, and I concur, that you award the Medal of 
Honor, for then-Captain Ed Freeman, U.S. Army, for his gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of 
life above and beyond the call of duty during the Vietnam War. 

Public Law 106-223, waives the time limitation specified in section 3744 of title 10, 
United States Code, and authorizes you to award, under section 3741 of that title, the. 
Congressional Medal of Honor to Captain Ed Freeman. The Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff concurs with the recommendation for award of the Medal of Honor. 

The file supporting the recommendation is attached for your review, if desired. 

Attachment: 
As stated .. 

-----------:---~ 
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'CHAIRMAN OF THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 

. WASHINGTON, D.C. 2Q318-9999 

CM-707-99 
13 September 1999 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY 

Subject: Awa.rd of the Medal of Honor to Major. then Captain, Ed W. Freeman. 
USA-(Ret) 

Concur in your recommendation 1 to award the Medal of Honor to Major, 

then Captain. Ed W. Freeman. USA (Ret). for his heroic actions in Vietnam. 

~I/ n 
HENRY H. SHELTON 

Chairman· 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 

Reference: 
. . I 

Secretary of the Amty men10randum, 30 August 1999 ... Award of the 
, 
t 

Medal of Honor to Then - Captain Ed W. Freeman". 

Copy to: 
CSA 

' ' \ 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON '00 StP Lb AHll: lL 

September 19, 2000 

, I 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

THROUGH: 

FROM: 

·SUBJECT: 

THE EXECUTIVE CLERk 

JOSEPH J. SIMMONS .I 
DEPUTY ASSISTANT TO THE 
DIRECTOR,· WHITE HOUS 

Medal of H6nor ~ecom~endation in the Case of 
Captain Ed Freeman, United States Army 

~he .se6retary of the Army and the Se6reiary of Defense have 
'0ecommended the award of the Meda~ of Honor to Captain Ed 
~reeman, United States Ar~y, .for conspicuous gallantry as 
described-in the attac~ed citation. 

Captain Fre~man survived his heroic actions on 14 November 1965, 
during 14 separate flights in an unarmed helicopter, providing 
ammunition, supplies, and a rescue platform for a heavily · 
engaged American battalion in Landing Zone X-Ray iri the Ia 
Diang, Republic of Vietnam. 

Rec'ommendat ion 

That you sign the accompanying deitificate an~ citation where 
annotated. 

Attachments 
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THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
1 000 DEFENSE PENTAGON 

WASHINGTON, DC 20301-1000 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

AUG 8 2000 

SUBJECT: Medal of Honor Recommendation for then-Captain Ed Freeman, United States 
. Army 

The Secretary of the Army recommends, and I c,oncur, that you award the Medal of 
Honor, for then-Captain Ed Freeman, U.S. Army, for his gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of 

· life above arid beyond the call of duty during the Vietnam War.·· 

·Public Law· 106-223, waives the time limitation specified in section 3744 of title 10, 
United States Code, and authorizes you to award, under section 3741 of that title, the 

.. Congressional Medal of Honor to Captain Ed Freeman. The Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
. Staff concurs with the recommendation for award of the Medal of Honor. 

The file supporting the recommendation is attached for your 'review,' if desired. 

Attachment: 
As stated 

.u 



CHAIRMAN OF THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF· 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 2n318-9999 

. -CM-707 .:.99 
13 September 1999 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY 

Subject: · Award of the Medal of Honor to Major, then Captain, Ed W. Freeman, 
USA (Ret) 

Concur ~n your recommendation 1 to award the Medal ofHonorto Major, 

then Captain, Ed W. Freeman, USA (Ret). for his heroic actions in Vietnam. 

~~~ 
HENRY H. SHELTON, 

Chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 

Reference: . . . 
l Secretary of the Am1y memorandum, 30 August 1999, .. Award- of the 

Medal of Honor to TIH~n - Captain Ed W. Freeman" 

Copy to: 
CSA 

I', 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 19, 2000 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

THROUGH: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE EXECUTIVE CLERK 

JOSEPH J. SIMMONS I 
DEPUTY ASSISTANT TO THE 
DIRECTOR, WHITE HOUS 

Medal of Honor Recommendation in the Case of 
Captain Ed Freeman, United States Army 

The Secretary of the Army and the Secretary of Defense have 
recommended the award of the Medal of Honor to Captain Ed 
Freeman, United States Army, for conspicuous gallantry as 
described in the attached citation. 

Captain Freeman survived his heroic actions on 14 November 1965, 
during 14 separate flights in an unarmed.helicopter, providing 
ammunition, supplies, and a rescue platform for a heavily 
engaged American battalion in Landing Zone X-Ray in the Ia 
Drang, Republic of Vietnam. 

Recommendation 

That you sign the accompanying certificate and citation where 
annotated. 

Attachments 

l 
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THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
1 000 DEFENSE PENTAGON 

WASHINGTON, DC 20301-1000 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

AUG 8 ZOOO 

SUBJECT: Medal of Honor Recommendation for then-Captain Ed Freeman, United States 
Army 

The Secretary of t~e Army recommends, and I concur, that you award the Medal of 
Honor, for then-Captain Ed Freeman, U.S. Army, for his gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of 
life above and beyond the call of duty during the Vietnam War. 

Public Law· 106-223, waives the time limitation specified in section 3744 of title 10, 
United States Code, and authorizes you to award, under section 3741 of that title, the 
Congressional Medal of Honor to Captain Ed Freeman. The Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff concurs with the recommendation for award of the Medal of Honor. 

The file supporting the recommendation is attached for your review, if desired. 

Attachment: 
As stated 
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CHAIRMAN OF THE ~OINJ CHIEFS OF STAFF 

: WASHI~GTON, D.C •. 20318-9999 

CM-707-99 . 
· 13 September 1999 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY · 

Subject: AWard of the Medal of Honor to Major, then Captain; Ed W. Fre~man, 
USA .. (Ret). . ·.. . ' 

( 

Concur in your n~commeridation1 to award fue ·Medal of Ho·n~r· to Major, 

"then Captain, Ed··w. Freeman, USA (Ret), for his heroic actions.in Vietnam. 
' . .· ' . ' 

~1/ ~/1.~..__,_ 
. HENRY H. SHELTON 

,.. . Chairman 
·· of the '.Joint Chiefs of Staff 

Refere11ce: ~ . 
t ·Secretary ofth~ Am.ty memorandum, 30 August 19.99, "Award of the · 

Medal of Honor to Then - Captain Ed W. ·Freeman,.· . 

Copy ·fo: 
CSA 
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SECRETARY OF THE ARMY' 
. WASHINGTON 

·september-30,·1999 . · 

MEMORANDUM ·i=OR SECRETARY OF DEFENSE . . 
. . .. ~EPUTY SECRETA~Y.~EFE~SE-

FROM: SECRETARY OF THE ARMY ~- ·. . .. 
· Prepared. by: (SFC CLAYTQR, TAPC-PDO-PA, 325-4764) · 

SUB.JECT: Award ofthe Medal of Honor to (then) Captain.Ed W. freeman·-­
ACTION MEMORANQ'UM 

PURPOSE: To recommend that the Medal of Hor:lor be awarded to (then) 
· · ·. .· Captain Ed W: Freem~n · ' .· . . · . . . · 

DISCUSSION: Title 10, United States Code, Section 1130, directs that, upon . 
request of a Member of Congress, the Secret~ry shall re'{iew a proposal for the· 
award or presentation of a decoration (or the upgrading of a decoration) that is ·_ . · ·· 
not othei'Wise au~horized to be prese11ted oraward~d due to time limitations · ·. 

· established by law or policy·. In accordance with the provisions of DOD-Directive , . 
· 1348.33 of September 1996,: the enclosed Medal of Honor. recommendation i·s · - - . 
foi'Warded for ypur recommendation, supporting documents are at TAB 1. · - ·; : · . 

. .. 

. 'COORDINATION: Th~ Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff, concurrence is at TAB2.· 
·' ... ' .\ 

RECOMMENDATION: That the recommendation be approved for forwarding to . '. 
the. President of the .United 'States. · 

••• t 

' ' 

SECDEF . '· ... : ... 

. ', . 

APPROVED: ___ "----'--- . ' . . . . . ,., 

DISAPPROVED:--'· ------- '··· 
• r ~ , 

OTHER: . ....,..-· __ .:,_;,_ ___ -'-
,; 

... · . 
. ; ~- ' ~ ::': 

' I ,' 

.... 1 ••• •• 

'- . ·: ; .. 
-~ 

. .-::·: . - .. . . 
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SECRETARY OF THE ARMY 
WASHINGTON 

August30, 1999 

MEMORANDUM FOR CHAIRMAN, JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 

SUBJECT: Award of the Medal of Honor to Then-Captain Ed W. Freeman 

Title 10, United States Code, Section 1130, directs that upon request of a 
Member of Congress, the Secretary concerned shall review a proposal for the award or 
presentation of a decoration (or the upgrading of a decoration), either for an individual 
or a unit, that is not otherwise authorized to be presented or awarded due to time 
limitations established by law or policy for timely submission of a recommendation for 
such award or prese,ntation. 

The enclosed award recommendation pertaining to Captain Freeman was 
submitted pursuant to 10 U.S.C 1130. The Chief of Staff and I have determined that 
Captain Freeeman's actions merit the award of the Medal of Honor. 

To comply with Department of Defense Directive 1348.33-M, I request that you 
review the enclosed recommendation and provide your endorsement or comments to 
include in my submission to the Secretary of Defense. 

Louis Caldera 

Enclosure 

Copy Furnished: 
Chief of Staff, Army 

Printed on * Recycled Paper 
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SECRETARY OF THE ARMY 

Honorable John McCain 
United States Senate 
W~shington, DC 20510-1103 

Dear Senator McCain: 

. . 
WASHINGTON 

October 8, 1999 

This letter .is in respOnse to a requirement established by Title 10, United States 
Code, Section 1.130, Consideration of Military Decorations Not Previously 
Submitted in Timely Fashion. This provision directs that, upon reque~t of a 
Member of Congress, the Secretary shall review a proposal for· the award or 
pre~entation of a decoration (or upgrading of a decoration), that is not otherwise 
authorized to be presented or awarded due to limitations established by law or 
policy. Based upon such review, the Secretary shall make a determination as to 
the merits of approving the ayvard or presentation of the decoration and the other 
determinations necessary to comply with the provisions contained in the section. 

' 

Based upon your request, a proposal to upgrade a previously approved award 
of the Distinguished Flying Cross to an award of the Medal of Honor for (then) 
Captain Ed Freeman was reviewed under the provisions of Title 10, United States 
Code, Section 1130. This request received careful consideration and it is my 
determination that the award does merit approval and a waiver by law of time· 
restrictions prescribed by law is recommended. Therefore, I have forwarded my 
recommendation to the Se~retary of Defense. · 

A similar letter has been sent to the chairman and ranking minority member of 
both the Committees on Armed Services of the Senate and House of 
Representatives. 

Sincerely,· 

~~ 
\.) Louis Caldera 

Printed on @ Recycled Paper 

------------------- --------------



SECRETARY OF THE ARMY 
WASHINGTON 

Honorable Ike Skelton 
Senior Minority Member 
Committee on Armed Services 

OCtober 8, 1999 

. United States House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515-6018 

Dear Con.gressman Skelton: . 

This letter is in response to a requirement established by Title 10, United States 
-Code, Section 1130, Consideration of Military Decorations Not Previously 
Submitted in Timely Fashion. This provision directs that, upon request of a 
·Member of Congress, the Secretary shall review a proposal for the award or 
presentation of a decoration (or upgrading.of a decoration), that is not otherw!se 
authorized to be presented 6r awarded due to limitations established by law or 
policy. ·Based upon such review, the Secretary shall make_ a determination as to 
the merits of approving .the award or presentation of the de~oration and the other 
determinations necessary to comply with the provisions contained in the section. 

Upon request of Senator John McCain, a proposal to upgrade a previously 
approved award of the Distinguished Flying Cross to an award of the Medal of 
Honor for (then) Captain Ed Freeman was reviewed under the provisions of Title 
10, ·United States Code, Section 1130. This request received careful 
consideration and it is my determination that the award does merit approval and a 
waiver by law of time restrictions prescribed by law is recommended .. Therefore, I 
have forwarded my recommendation to the Secretary of Defense. 

I 

A similar letter has been sent to the chairman of your committee. 
) 

Sincerely, 

Louis Caldera 

Printed on ® Recycled Paper . 

\ . 



SECRETARY OF THE ARMY 
WASHINGTON 

Honorable Carl Levin 
Senior Minority Member 

· Committee on Armed Services 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510-6050 

Dear Senator Levin: 

October 8, 1999 

This letter is in response to a requirement established-by Title 10, United States 
Code, Section 1130, Consideration of Military Decorations Not Previously 
Submitted in Timely Fashion. This provision directs that, upon request of a 
Member of Congre·ss, the Secretary shall review a proposal for the award or 
presentation.of a decoration (or upgrading of a decoration), that is not otherwise 
authorized to be presented or awarded due to limitations established by law or 
policy. Based upon such review, the Secretary shall make a determination as to 
the merits of approving the award or presentation of the decoration and the other 
determinations necessary to comply with the provisions contained in the section. . . . 

Upon request of Senator John McCain, a proposal to upgrade a previously · 
approved award ofthe Distinguished Flying Cross to.an award of the Medal of 
Honor'for (then) Captain Ed Freeman was reviewed under the provisions of Title 
10, United States Code, Section 1130. This request received careful 
consideration and it is my determination that the award does merit approval and- a 
waiver by law of time restrictions prescribed by law is recommended. Therefore, I 
have forwarded my recommendation to the Secretary of Defense. 

A similar .letter has been sent to the chairman of your committee. 

Sincerely, 

\-El~~-
CJ Louis Caldera 

Printed on ® Recycled Paper 



SECRETARY OF THE ARMY 
WASHINGTON 

October 8, 1999 

Honorable Floyd D. Spence 
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services 
United States House of Representatives 

J • 

Washington, DC 20515-6018 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

This letter is in response to a requirement established by Title 10,. United States 
Code, Section 1130, Consideration of Military Decorations Not 'Previously 
Submitted in Timely Fashion. This provision directs that, upon request of a 

' . 

· Member of Congress, the Secretary shall review a proposal for the award or 
pre·sentation of a decoration (or upgrading of a decoration), that is not otherwise 
authorized to be presented or awarded due to limitations established by law or 
policy: Based upon such review, the Secretary shall make a determination as to 
.the merits of approving the award or pr~sentation of the decoration and the other 
determinations necessary to comply with the provisions contained in the section. 

I • • • ' 

Upon request of Senator John McCain, a proposal to upgrade a previously, 
\ 

approved award of the Distinguished Flying Cross to an award of the Medal of 
Honor for (then) Captain Ed Freeman·was reviewed under the provisions of Title 
10, United.States Code, Section 1130. This request received careful 
consideration and it is· my determination that the award does merit approval and a 
waiver by law of time restrictions prescribed by law is recommended. Therefore, I 
have forwarded my recommendation to the Secretary of Defense. 

A similarietter has been sent to the ranking minority member of your committee. 
I • 

Sincerely, 

·~ 
Louis Caldera 

Printed on @ Recycled Peper 



SECRETARY OF THE ARMY 
WASHINGTON 

October 8, 1999 

Honorable John Warner 
I 

Chairman, Committee on Armed Services 
I \• 

United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510-6050 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

This letter is in response to a requirement established by Title 10, United States 
Code, Section 1130, Consideration of Military Decorations Not Previously 
Submitted in Timely Fashion. This provision directs that, upon request of a 
Member of Congress, the Secretary shall review a proposal for the award or 
presentation of a decoration (or upgrading of a decoration), that is not otherwise . 
authorized to be presented or awarded due to _limitations established by law or 
policy. Based upon such review, the Secretary shall make a determination as to 
the merits of approving the a\Yard or presentation of the decoration and the other 
determinations necessary to comply with the provisions contained in the section. 

Upon request of Senator John McCain, a proposal to upgrade a previously 
approved award of the Distinguished Flying Cross to an award of the Medal of 
Honor for (the'n) Captain Ed Freeman was reviewed under the provisions of Title 
10, United States Code, Section 1130. This request received careful 
consideration and ·it is my determination that the award does merit approval and a . 
waiver by law of time _restrictions prescribed by Ia~ is recommended. Therefore, I 
have forwarded my recommendation to the Se~retary of Defense. . . · 

A similar letter has be~n sent to the ranking minority member of your 
committee. 

Sincerely, 

Louis Caldera 

:, 

Prlnt~d on ® Recycled Paper 


