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Dear Larry:

Thank you for your letter regarding the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). 1
appreciate the benefit of your views.

I share your concern over the proposed amendments to the IDEA attached to the House of
Representatives Labor, Heath and Human Services, and Education Appropriations Bill. That is
why my administration expressed opposition to an amendment offered by Representative
Livingston that would undermine the due process provisions in IDEA for children with
disabilities who exhibit violent behavior by allowing schools to remove them over the objections
of their parents. Additionally, these amendments would unnecessarily re-open the IDEA before
the bi-partisan reauthorization has a chance to be implemented and assessed.

Again, thank you for writing.
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August 3, 1998

The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton
Office of the President

-~ The-White House- -~ - . . ...

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue N
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

The National Association of School Psychologists (NASP), representing more
than 20,900 members, is concerned with the proposed amendments fothe
Individuals with Disabilities Act (IDEA). These amendments are part of the

House of Representative’s appropriations bill and would effectively diminish both
due process and parental rights for specific groups of disabled students,

NASP joins with the Consortium for Citizens with Disabilities (CCD) to support
your opposition to any effort to amend the 1997 IDEA law. Now is the time for
parents and educators to work together to implement the new provisions and

improvements to IDEA and to ensure quality teaching and learning for all
children.

NASP thanks you for your cormniitinent 10 protecting the rights of the more than

six million children with disabilities and their families. _

/

Larry D. Sullivan, Ph.D.
Assistant Executive Director
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fw Jonathan Travers
7 09/09/98 01:38:08 PM

Record Type: Record

To: Cynthia Dailard/OPD/EOP

cc:
Subject: IDEA amendments

The administration shares NASP's concern over the proposed amendments to the IDEA attached to
House of Representatives Labor, Heath and Human Services, and Education Appropriations Bill
{H.R. 4274). Specifically, the Administration objects to the rider introduced by Rep. Livingston that
would undermine the due process provisions in IDEA for children with disabilities who exhibit
violent behavior by allowing schools to remove children into alternative settings over the
objections of their parents. The Administration has expressed this concern in a 7/14 letter to
Rep. Livingston, the Appropriations Committee Chair, and in a Statement of Administration
Policy issued 8/4.

Let me know if you have any questions... JT



