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Republicans

plan $78B
tax cut bill

House Republicans are drafting a
$78 billion tax cut bill that would fa-
vor married couples, working senior
citizens and people who pay for their
own health insurance. GOP leaders |
believe tax cuts that would appeal to
a broad range of constituents are one
of the most potent weapons the Re-
publicans can carry into the Novem-
ber elections. “We are trying to get
some cooperation between the con-
servatives and the moderates in the
Republican Party,” said Rep. Sam
Johnson, R-Texas, who is circulating
the proposal with Rep. Nancy John-
son, R-Conn. It would boost the stan-
dard deduction for married couples
filing jointly to offset the so-called
marriage penaity, which has 21 mil-
lion two-earner couples paying high-
er taxes than they would i single.
The legislation would allow the self-
employed and employees who must

their own health insurance to
fully deduct the premiums. The so-
called Johnson & Johnson plan also
would increase to $30,000 from
$14,500 the amount that senior citi-
zens ages 65 to 69 could earn before
they lost part of their Social Security
benefits. It also would extend now-
expired business tax credits for re-
search and development and pre-
vent education and child-care tax
credits from triggering payment of
the alternative minimum tax for
some families. House Ways and
Means Chairman Bill Archer, R-Tex-
as, says a final version of a tax cut
plan will be presented when law-
makers return from the August re-
cess. A spokesman for Senate Major-
ity Leader Trent Lott, R-Miss., says a
tax cut is “a top priority” for this ses-
sion, but the size of the tax package
hasn't been determined.

PAGC MONEY: Tne eight top Re-
publican congressional leaders have
raised more than $9.3 million for
their political action committees dur-
ing the current election cycle that be-
gan in January 1997. The money was
collected not by their campaigns, but
by PACs they use to help fund other
congressional candidates. The top
House GOP leaders — Speaker Newt
Gingrich of Georgia, Majority Lead-
er Dick Armev of Texas, Majority

Whip Tom DeLay of Texas and Con-
ference Chairman John Boehner of
Ohio — raised $3.4 million for their,
jeadership PACs, according to their
reports to the Federal Election Com-
mission. The Senate GOP chiefs —
Majority Leader Trent Lott, Assistant
Majority Leader Don Nickles of
Oklahoma, Conference Chairman
Connie Mack of Florida and Confer-
ence Secretary Paul Coverdell of
Georgla — took in $5.9 million. Only
two Democratic leaders have PACS.
House Minority Leader Richard
Gephardt of Missouri took in
$686,485; Caucus Chairman Vic Fa-
Zio of California raised $11,000.

PDLITIGS: Democratic strategists
may be buoyed by an independent
poll that shows no sign that Demo-
cratic voters won't go to the polls in
November because they are disillu-
sioned over the Clinton sex scandal.
The Pew Research Center for the
People & the Press also found Clin-
ton’s job approval steady at 62%, but
43% said he did not have the respect
he needs from officials in Washing-
ton and world leaders to lead the
country. The poll of 1,001 adults also
showed Democrats and Republicans
are closely matched in the Novem-
ber congressional elections, with Re-
publicans having a slighf edge
among likely voters.

» New York Mayor Rudy Giu-
liani, campaigning for Republican
candidates in Iowa, said moderates
like himself must play an jmportant
role in picking the next presidential
candidate. “I don't think it's about
me or one particular individual, said
the former Reagan administration
crime fighter. “It's about having the
broadest possible debate.”

» Robert Dornan, campaigning to
regain a House seat he lost two years
ago, is continuing the colorful ways
he was noted for during nearly 20

in Co . He boasts that his
campalgn relies on a family brain
trust he likens to “the Kennedys
without the booze and the women.”

» The presidential sex scandal has
entered academia. Students in a le-
gal ethics class at Washington Uni-
versity in St. Louis are studying
whether President Clinton will lose
his law license for making mislead-
ing statements under oath about his
relationship with Monica Lewinsky.
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