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June 28, 1999

President William J. Clinton 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. 
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

n
0

Jaly26f2000fwill mark the 10*^ Anniversary of the signing of the Americans with 
Disabilities Act. The Consortium for Citizens with Disabilities (CCD), a coalition of nearly 
100 national organizations representing the interests of people with disabilities, asks 
you to^recognize this important occasion with a celebration at the White House: - r

We would like to assist in organizing this event and work with your staff to make it a 
fitting commemoration of this major civil rights law. We anticipate many people will 
participate in events around the country that day, and hope that many more will come to 
Washington to observe the progress we have made and recommit to full integration of 
people with disabilities into American society.

0n'duly;-26,r199O, thousands of people with disabilities, their friends and families 
watched and cheered as President George Bush signed the Americans with Disabilities 
Act (ADA) on the White House lawn. A celebration of our Independence Day followed 
with a picnic on the Ellipse.

Ann Cody of VSA will contact Jonathon Young in early July to inquire into the specifics 
of planning this event.

Yours truly.

Paul Marchand 
Chair

CC: Jonathon Young
White House Communications Office

i /.'<() K Sired. NiVv. Siiiie 1212 • Vviisiiindon. DC 2()006 • i’ii 2u2//S5-.2.1XX • i-AX 4(v/-.Ii7v • C:Cl)iW;nitii.\.nd • www.e-e-d.ori;



GREAT
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LOUISIANA ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY ACCESS NETWORK
3042 Old Forge Road • Post Office Box 14115 

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70898-4115

Secretary Donna Shalala
United States Department of Health and Human Services 
200 Independence Avenue, S.W.
Washington, DC 20201

July 5,2000

Dear Secretary Shalala,

I am writing to invite you to be the featured speaker at the statewide event we are hosting on Saturday, 
July 29, 2000, to commemorate the 10“’ armiversary of enactment of the Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA) and the 25"’ anniversary of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA).

We are a nonprofit agency and the designated Tech Act project in Louisiana. Our purposes are to assist 
people with disabilities and with functional limitations due to aging find out about and get the most 
appropriate assistive technology that will allow them maximum independence and optimum quality of 
life and to advocate for universal accessibility to assistive technology. To provide you with more 
information about LATAN, I'm enclosing our brochure, our current annual report, and our most recent 
quarterly newsletter.

We are planning an all-day, statewide birthday party and family picnic from 9:00a.m. to 6;00p.m. at the 
Levee Park in Alexandria ("the crossroads of Louisiana"). Entertainment will consist of an all-day 
bluegrass music festival and accessible hot-air balloon rides for children and adults. There is an area for 
wheelchairs right in front of the stage, and the Louisiana Commission for the Deaf is providing sign 
language interpreting. We are estimating that attendance will be more than 1,000.

The event has been endorsed by all of the major disability-related organizations in the state, including 
the Governor’s Office on Disability Affairs, Families Helping Families, Louisiana Coalition for Citizens 
and Disabilities, Statewide Independent Living Council, Resources for Independent Living, the 
Advocacy Center, Louisiana Association of the Deaf, Louisiana Citizens for Action Now, the Mental 
Health Association of Louisiana, Louisiana Planning Council on Developmental Disabilities, and the 
Louisiana Rehabilitation Council.

We believe this will be a showcase event for the ADA and, therefore, an ideal event for you, on behalf 
of the President, to help raise awareness about the contributions and viability of the ADA, about the 
availability and benefits of assistive technology, and about the importance of universal access to 
assistive technology. We hope you will be able to attend, and we look forward to your reply.

225-925-9500 • 1-800-270-6185 (V/TT) • 225-925-9560 (FAX) • http://www.latan.org
LATAN receives funds from the U.S. Department of Education through the Assistive Technology Act of 1998

NIDRR Grant # H2UAW028
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LOUISIANA ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY ACCESS NETWORK

3042 Old Forge Road • Post Office Box 14115 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70898-4115

We appreciate your consideration of our request.

Cordially,
Q

Shay Clark

pc: Johnathan Young, Whitehouse Associate Director of Public Liaison and Disabilities Outreach

225-925-9500 • 1-800-270-6185 (V/TT) • 225-925-9560 (FAX) • http://www.latan.org
LATAN receives funds from the U.S. Department of Education through the Assistive Technology Act of 1998

NIDRR Grant # H224A10028
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MR. JOHNATHON YOUNG 
VIA FACSIMILE 
(202) 456-0362

PAGE ONE OF TWO

RE; THE ADA WHITE HOUSE EVENT, 7/26/00

Dear Mr. Young,

My Washington DC Representative, Ms. Barbara Rew and her husband, Mark, 
have just informed me that there will be a reception at the White House on Wednesday 
the 26"^ of July celebrating the lO"* Anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities Act. 
Barbara and her husband will be attending the Tuesday night affair with the Vice- 
President.

1 serve on the Governor Committee for Media Access here in California, and am a 
member of the Screen Actors Guild Performers With Disabilities Committee. This 
Foundation is, of course, concerned about all children, and the issues surrounding 
positive images of the disabled in the media are a vital part of our advocacy.

As it happens I will be in the Capitol on the 26"* presenting an ambitious 
legislative program at the Department of Labor at Ten in the morning. This is a follow­
up to my speech next Tuesday at the NAGLO Conference (National Association of 
Government Labor Officials) in Atlanta. 1 do not arrive in DC until Tuesday evening.

1 had to send regrets on our EDD Sacramento gathering because of my 
Washington trip, and now Barbara tells me there is a White House reception. Is it 
possible to wrangle an invitation, even at this late hour? My delegation numbers no more 
than four.

A Minor Consideration 
14530 Denker Avenue 
Gardena, CA 90247

Tel: (310) 532-1345 
Fax: (310) 523-3691 
Cell;(310) 344-9686 ppetersen@msn.com
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7/20/00

My presentation at the DoL is from 10 AM until Noon. If the reception fells 
outside that time frame I would be most appreciative of the opportunity to attend this 
important celebration. My other appointments on The Hill can be rescheduled.

Thank you for your consideration. I am traveling to New York this afternoon, but 
I will be on-line, and my ceU phone is always with me.

Sincerely,

Paul Petersen, CSE-WSO 
President & Founder 
A Minor Consideration

A Minor Consideration 
14530 Denker Avenue 
Gardena, CA 90247

Tel; (310) 532-1345 
Fax; (310) 523-3691 

CeU;(310) 344-9686 ppeterseni@msn.com
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To: Jonathan M. Young

Fax#: 202-456-0362

From:
Sandl Parker-All^n"^!^^^^

Fax #: 225-925-9560

Subject: 7/29 ADA Birthday Party - Alexandria, LA

Date: 6/28/2000
Pages, including this cover sheet: ^

COMMENTS:

Jonathan,

Sorry I wasn't able to get this to you yesterday. Apparently, a slow, underground water leak 
shorted out power to our building (fried a computer next door!), so nothing was working ... 
including the A/C!

Shay Clark, the person coordinating this event will draft the letter to Sec. Shalala and copy you (it 
would help if you'd e-mail me your snail address).

Also, on a different note, would you please e-mail me a copy of the corrected Tech Act info we 
discussed? I know that several other projects are 'concerned' and Td like to try to allay those 

concerns.

Don't forget. I'm still going to need a major 'draw' for the December conference (3-6, in Baton 
Rouge) and will definitely need you to 'walk me through' the process.

Thanks muchly!

From the desk of...

Saundra Parfcer-Allen
Policy Director

Louisiana Assistive Technology Access Network
P.O. Box 14115 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-4115

225-925-9500 (V/TT) 
800-270-6185 (V/TT) 
Fax: 225-925-9560

E-mail: sparker-allen@latan.org
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G.R-E-A.T
POSSIBILITIES

LOUISIANA ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY ACCESS NETWORK 
3042 OLD FORGE DR • PO BOX 14115 

baton rouge, la 70898-4115 
225-925-9500 • 1-80O-27CF6185

PRESS RELEASE
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT:
Shay Clark
Louisiana Assistive Technology Access Network (LATAN)
1-800-270-6185 or 225-925-9500 (Baton Rouge)
Fax: 225-925-9560 
E-Mail: sclark@latan.orE
Web: www.latan.orp

Headline; Statewide Birthday Party for the Americans with Disabilities Act

Baton Rouge, Louisiana, June 27, 2000

A statewide birthday party and family picnic will be held to celebrate the tenth 
anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and the twenty-fifth anniversary of 
the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). The event will be held in Alexandria, at 
the Levee Park Amphitheater on Saturday, July 29, from 9;00a.m. to 6:00p.m. It is free, and 
everyone is invited to join the fim.

There will be a nine-hour bluegrass music festival, featuring bluegrass musicians from 
Louisiana and Texas. Hot-air balloon rides for non-disabled and disabled children and adults will 
also be available. Families will need to bring their picnic food, nonalcoholic drinks, and picnic 
blanket

The event is for everyone in the state; but, for individuals with disabilities, there will be a 
wheelchair area in front of the stage, and sign language interpreting will be provided by the 
Louisiana Commission for the Deaf.

Laura Brackin, Executive Director of the Governor's Office on Disability Affairs, will be 
a featured speaker.

The birthday party is hosted by the Louisiana Assistive Technology Access Network and 
sponsored by Semolina of Alexandria. More than a dozen organizations across the state have 
endorsed this event, including the Governor's Office on Disability Affairs, Families Helping 
Families, the Louisiana Coalition for Citizens with Disabilities, the Statewide Independent 
Living Council, Paralyzed Veterans of America, Resources for Independent Living, The 
Advocacy Center, ARC of Louisiana, the Louisiana Association of the Deaf, Louisiana Citizens 
for Action Now, the Mental Health Association of Louisiana, the Louisiana Planning Council on 
Developmental Disabilities, and the Louisiana Rehabilitation Council.

The Americans with Disabilities Act was signed into law by President George Bush on 
July 16, 1990. It is a federal civil rights law enacted to eliminate discrimination against people
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with disabilities by ensuring equal opportunities in employment, places of public 
accommodation, commercial facilities, public and private transportation, telecommunications, 
and state and local government services and programs.

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act was passed in 1975, to protect the right 
of children with disabilities to a free and appropriate public education. It focuses on 
accommodations that permit access to the mainstream curriculum. Because of the changes 
produced by this law, more than 46% of students with special needs now attend regular classes 
and 40% more such students now graduate from high school. Students with disabilities now have 
the opportunity to get the same hi^ school diploma as non-disabled students, and increasing 
numbers of them are continuing into higher education and joining the workforce.

Details of the birthday party, including directions, are available by calling LATAN at 1- 
800-270-6185 (toll-free) or 225-925-9500 (Baton Rouge, voice and TTY).

CONTACT:
Shay Clark
Louisiana Assistive Technology Access Network (LaTaN)
1-800-270-6185 or 225-925-9500 (Baton Rouge)
Fax: 225-925-9560 
E-Mail: sclark@latan.org 
Web: wwwy.latan.org

LATaN is a non-profit organization dedicated to promoting access to assistive technology for 
everyone, especially individuals with disabilities and functional limitations due to aging.

###
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LOUISIANA ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY ACCESS NETWORK 
3042 OLD FORGE DR • PO BOX 14115 

baton rouge, la 7089&4115 
225-925-9500 • 1-800-270-6185

PRESS RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT:
Shay Clark
Louisiana Assistive Technology Access Network (LATAN) 
1-800-270-6185 or 225-925-9500 (Baton Rouge)
Fax; 225-925-9560 
E-Mail; sclark@latan.org 
Web: www.latan.org

Headline: The Americans with Disabilities Act Is 10 Years Old 

Baton Rouge, Louisiana, June 27, 2000

a;:/'

Hailed as the "Civil Rights Act" for people with disabilities, the Americans with 

Disabilities Act (the ADA) is 10 years old this year. It was signed into law by President George 

Bush on July 26, 1990. The ADA is a federal civil rights law that supplements and complements 

other federal and state laws that extend to people with disabilities and to people with functional 

limitations due to aging rights and responsibilities that are no more and no less than those that 

already exist for other citizens. It was enacted to eliminate discrimination against people with 

disabilities by ensuring equal opportunities in employment, places of public accommodation, 

commercial facilities, public and private transportation, telecommunications, and state and local 

government services and programs.

Approximately 48 million Americans and 26% of Louisianians have physical or mental

-more-
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ADA Is 10 Years Old (page 2)

impairmeQts, including chronic health conditions and emotional illnesses, that substantially linut 

daily activities, such as walking, talking, seeing, hearing, working, and caring for oneself. They 

are all protected by the ADA, which prohibits discriminatory treatment and denial of the right to 

participate.

The ADA is based on common sense, equality, and fairness and does not require any 

measure that would cause an undue financial or administrative burden. Rather, it is designed to 

be a win-win proposition for individuals, government, and businesses. Individuals with 

disabilities are not only consumers of special services; they are also consumers of general 

products and services available for purchase if buyers can obtain access to them. However, in the 

ADA, Congress provided judicial relief for people with disabilities who have been discriminated 

against in the areas of employment, access to state and local government facilities and services, 

and public accommodations, as well as policies, practices, and procedures.

The First Decade

Much of the legal activity and attention in the ADA's first decade has focused on 

employment discrimination. In a much publicized series of decisions a year ago, in June, 1999, 

the Supreme Court narrowed a key definition in the ADA of what constitutes a "qualified 

individual with disability." The high court held that potential ADA plaintiffs must be evaluated 

in their mitigated, or corrected, state to determine whether they are "substantially limited in a 

major life activity" and, therefore, disabled.

To many people in the disability community, the equal access provisions of the ADA are 

the real heart of the law. In 1999, the Supreme Court handed down a landmark decision that will

-more-
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ADA Is 10 Years Old (page 3)

have far-reaching effects on the care of individuals with disabilities. In LS. v. OLMSTEAD, S. 

CT 2176, the court found that states may not unnecessarily segregate and institutionalize 

individuals with disabilities and must seek to provide services in the most integrated setting 

possible in the community, According to Judith Heumann, herself disabled and currently U.S. 

Assistant Secretary of EducaUon, who oversees federal special education, rehabilitation, and 

disability research programs, "Disability becomes a tragedy for us only when society fails to
i

provide the things we need to lead our lives, like job oppominities and barrier-free buildings. 

Universal Design for "User-Friendly" Mainstream Accessibility

Justin Dart, the chief proponent in support of the initial ADA legislation, has said that 

"the measure of civilization in a culture is the diversity of its members who are allowed to 

participate." Over the past 30 years, dramatic advances in medical treatmentand assistive 

technology have occurred that now allow more people than ever before who have physical and 

mental disabilities to participate in the mainstream of society. People with disabilities are no 

longer seen as sick, incapable, and dependent. Instead, their quality of life is measured by their 

degree of independence with accommodations, such as augmentative communication devices 

and entrance ramps. Auxiliary devices and services and improved accessibility to constructed 

facilities permit people with disabilities to participate in and contribute to our commerce and our 

culture in increasingly significant ways. And this, according to Dart, "is the fust and only 

legitimate responsibility of human culture.

The ADA has essentially created a new, universal standard of design for buildings and 

products that are usable by all people and allow maximum mainstreaming by people with

-more-
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functional limitations. This approach has been termed "Universal Design." For example,

architectural guidelines call for all doorways to be a minimum of 32 inches wide, so that

wheelchair users can enter all buildings and gain access to all inside rooms. The aim is to find

solutions that are usable by everyone or else to provide alternatives that offer a choice when a

solution that accommodates everyone is not available.

According to Ed Roberts, the father of the independent living movement, the disability ,

rights movement has made some of "the most profound social changes ever seen." The ADA

provides individuals with disabilities and with functional limitations due to nging the right to

participate in and enjoy the good, services, privileges, benefits, and accommodations offered to

the general public. To break down barriers to participation in all aspects of our society is to allow

more and better access to education, rehabilitation, and employment of individuals with

disabilities. This will lead to fuller and more productive lives for all Americans. Thus, the ADA

enables society as a whole to benefit finm the skills and talents of individuals with disabilities

and allows everyone to gain from their increased productivity and their increased purchasing

power and ability to use it.

CONTACT:
Shay Clark
Louisiana Assistive Technology Access Network (LATAN)
1-800-270-6185 or 225-925-9500 (Baton Rouge)
Fax: 225-925-9560 
E-Mail: sclark@latan.org 
Web: www.lalan.org

LATaN is a non-profit organization dedicated to promoting access to assistive technology for 
everyone, especially individuals with disabilities and functional limitations due to aging.

yjjj II
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lb; Vice President Albert Gore 
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Special instructions:

ad6ressthe^isMty community.

,n this lener I have eluded ,p a »
get out the disability vote. I sPpke ««h him at a ^ate. Edo not expect
spring about Nm' for rontacting me. He has been so busy with

prosident W6 could have at this time.

We very much look iorward to having you at our ADA celebration.

CONROENTIAUTY NOTICE

The H’lh'rreTdL*ofthls^STs^sag^^rnoUh^ rn"tended\*ec1pfenE yo^are**!
the Individual nanned '"f 7** , „,VuL i« .frlrtlv Drohibitod. If vou have receive
The Information contained in thio fa*

use of 
hereby

;he Individual named above.. If the ^-^ar o1 thla n^ssage [rjITu have" received 1^3
u« by telephone at (4^ 219-0130 an^ destroy this lacatm.le 

meeeago.
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July 22, 1999

102 Emory Lane 
oak Ridge, TN 37830 
(423) 483-1822

Vice president Alberc_^Gore 
Old Executive Office ,_.uilQing 
17th & Pennsylvania Avenue N:.
VJashington, D.C. 20501

Dear vice president Gore:
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Of people ..cn,............. . .. voice,progress ivas noorolcgicn, ai.orosr .o.,,h ........ - ■„
manual uoxtority, n.civ. , and caluncc.

Then T railed Carol vlesslakb, the executiv 
Tennessee l/isabwliy Ccclition, no
is comprises; oi '-,0 ci 
the state to act ns :„n. 
with d i 3 a n j 1 1 1 1 es c. t

;; ISA' c; S , nd agenci.c:
V c: I c o o n P' o ]. i c y i. s. s u o c 
local, stats:, and sec.

so;: tor tor th
thc Coolltioe
ir.cn around 

;o.;. r iieople 
i. levels:.

I serve a s c tia i r ;.cc thei!' boa.rc.

provide lor.c term cere s.srvice?. so folks aten't r orced .Lncc 
Lrsinn i:o:r;s, TenuC a .. e , t he T e i ecommun i c a t-:i e s cct, ane t.,.., 

reform took up nil our 11me -
As It --nec out Card worked with Becky s^d c to set up rebe 
reception for vou . 1 was so glad she fcunc tine out os ;cc.
hectic scheaule to work on tnis. Of all the sdtes you 
could have picked to celebrate this cay, wc ate esoecioil, 
honored that y c u ii i c k e d t h i s o, i e •

I knew you would be in I'ennossee that day because the , . , , 
Anderson County Democr,atic Women's Club, for whom I sjn 
corresponding secretary, is trying to sell ticcets foi ulife 
reception in Knoxville you will be attending that evening.
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‘n “ hopefully T cun make, though it may not be the same as 
"^ing you there oven vith the excellent speaker she has

lined up.
There are so pany issues that touch the lives of people witr 
disabilities that 1 would love to discuss with you.
Thankful iv, we have people in Washington like Becky to wort 
with you on those. At a Tennessee Democratic Party retreat 
Lhis spring, I spoke vith Doug Horne about coming to my 
office for a brainstorming session on ways to bring out tru- 
disability vote. Wo have yet to do this. I am also w'Oik.i.;',, 
uo'educate the candidates running for Rep. Zach Wamp's seat 
on these issues. I feel that most people vith disabilities 
will vote Democratic, but they must feel that politicians 
care about and are knowledgeable about their issues.

I am truly hopeful that the _bi 11 
commi ss i ons to make the poTTs access ibl_e

study

requiring—e.l pctJ,on 
will pass.

ma' know a concluded that people with
As you

recent
disabilities don't make the effort to vote because of 
conditions they experience at the polls. At this retreat 

the Tennessee Democratic Party, it was somewhatfor
dismissed because ve _aoud-d-adww^y s \ 
U ri f o r t u n a t ely., that dORsa.M—happen

n t e e , 
People with disabilities

just don't vote- Even though under the Al (lA , government 
programs land 1 maintain voting is such a program) have to 
be made accessible, so many counties don't even have an ADA 
cor[;mlttt?e dealing with accessibility issues.

Fortunately, we do in Anderson County. I am chair of 1/ne 
County Commissioner's ADA Oversight Committee. We have been 
using most of our resources to upgrade the county 
couithouse. We were however, able to get a curb cut at one 
of the schools put in where people vote, and also get the 
voting machines moved out of the gym which was only 
accessible by going down a flight of stairs. Thankfully, 
that school has just gone through major renovations to male 
it thoroughly accessible. Fortunately, that seemed to i;ie 
the only voting place in the county with a problem. But I 
know this is not the case in other counties. I just hope 
you can work to make this bill a law before your elect.ion .in 
20 00. You can only benefit from ill.

I will directly benefit from the passage of the work 
incentive Improvement Act, as I am on SSDI and can only earn 
up to (b)(6) a itionth. I would give anything to be able to 
work full time, but I dare not moss around with loosing my 
Social Security and Medicare because of the progressivr; 
nature of my disorder. 1 don't know hovJ this will play out

[oof

Clinton Library Photocopy
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;Ms Tssu. singing to the esn,a tune.

Oh, i£ only we could ”or°a‘nonpro£it^and
houses. I walk this t^Shtrop ^ ^

^"^roa^tisan EvL though'oeorge Bush signed the AD.s
to be time dealing with conservativeinto law, 1 have a hard time de g ^
Republicans, even those who are less
great society is how ^he same opportunities as
others!'^ Jusrdon't see the Republican Party being able to

do that.
I wis h to discuss 

speaks tosS£hSihh'£i:sSS"ffi-’.... ™ -care about, getting the Internet " S A'h'/../ ‘"i-a i,,,,

iecomrm^rsiccessfui This' IS also true (or people vitn 

disabilities.

Unfortunately, our block is t.a: 
the libraries, and more so in 
there, many must rely on others 
them because they cannot operate a nioo 
blind, they need special sottware

r t ■; y t r a r. s c 'C r t
r u r-1 I count i. u i
s t o o p c r' a t r;

mouse, or

On:

i r

like dAv:o

to c]e t t.0‘
p, V’ e i;i e t:

c o p 0 t e r 1 o t
O' are 
t' n 1 i ri o .

;■■

a t'

Even with IDEA, so many students with cisati.itieo 
the computers they need in order to i ea:. n - r u . i - 
their families may not bo cblo to gay i or ^ ,«o.y,
for the Internet Service Provider- 3 ;c p cc a .. 1 y i n 
counties that don't even iiave an ISP v,-;iere rt i c c 
distance phone call to 
bill -

use : n e Iirternet, this d

don't yet 
they dc), 

i]y charge 
:.-io rurui.

1. G n g 
hefty

The Internet is such an i m.por t a n c too,h -cr t. nh..:,e .. o 
who may not be able to turrr a page in a booo, muon les. ici-^i 
it if they are blind. It is also provi:-ig dc on i mpo r t.. , it
part in the lives of adui.ts v,ch c r s a fc 11 i r i ec v ho ca nno t go:, 
out of the house. It keeps them in touch vj.t.n relatives .no 
friends through email and chat rccm support grcuys as veil 
as giving them information tnat they c:ould never net 
otherwise. But once again, ve h-ive to coal with tint t;osi.. 
factor for many of these people.

I know all about this because I am currently working under a 
Kellogg Foundation grant dealing wTv.h t'nis issue. Wo liavif 
been able to sweet talk two local ISPs into giving a grcrup 
of adults enrolled in a program calle.d CHIP.t.- Comyiuters ioi. 
the Homebound and Isolated Persons, disccunts on t.u^oir 
bills. CHIPS is attempting to put 100 computers in these
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If
■ ■ A

a .6 coan., .e.aca a.oa„a Kao. CounK, ovea KHe no.K

three years.
V, t- 1-v.iQ will never become a full scale 

However, I feel ,jith disabilities, unless there is
program for all peopl thinking in terms of what is
some aoveramert help^ I with help in paying
available to people Medicaid, receives
their phone bills. I y^ousing, or receives help m
food they can qualify for the Lifeline
paying utility bil • / available in every state. This
program that seems ^-o be monthly bill of which
fs^rbsorred by'tre°r^onrcompany and part is paid for by the
state.
so„e con-vative^poUticians^- = thavo^co„ce.ed^^^^^^^^

nothing else, phones "”^°“®''^eircentury!*having Eccess
emergency. “ =°”h’^a so be deLed that important. It is 
to the Internet will also be lives of Aaotiealready proving to be important ^n_the^li^
with disabilities- I ip^pi in the future. However, it

be Ifw^hav: elected officials who understand how
important the Internet is to these people.

i7=r ?ns”arso :?d“r^«!%rrwrii^?;o:fbrray!^ru-- i- 
E:i-r^‘l^^oir^hirmnpnrwt?^ sr-tryo^ -
Sre1o"m;chSo:":hf:ert"i”he:£h;oo:mnnlty that I hope we 

can somehow express our gratitude to her that day.

I am also faxing you a letter to f ’iT..
was submitted ^^".““arpeared in The^o/i ^
Ridqe“"“ am sure you have some ideas for your speech that 
IjT^ut you at libLty to t,Ke what you will from thrs

letter as well-

Have a safe trip down to Tennessee.

Sinee r ely,

Louise McKown
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cesses over all color. rell*«. ^
bnes Unfortunately, so counu^ One m five Americans has a disability

';!■ ts.v.SivX-^^ ^ " “

J,dv 26 and as a person who has ^ jhe mere passage of the law was a battle v;ith
and *0 challcnses ^ P“P'<= wW>drsab.l.rres

“ tiS .e bon. door snd ,0 b= nb.r 10

Shop without having our wheelchairs ^anght up «n bj-,,,,,,,-. mierpreters if we are
loull or r« caUed up .0 serve on J^es to have ^cess c..plo>mom
deaf or assisuvc Uslerume f f “ sffonTmdAve should no. to sea. ss ehar.r, OSes
oppormnrues are "»)“« f°'f^ Sal dunes ol .he hd- In ., nuu.he. o, ea.s.ss , oe
rale"'s«Vlcconll^3“Sm made a^onj these Imes^ “ll u e;'!-uuh drsabdihos ,o

Rcere.erbly, 1 see the baules connnurnE ,mo |; h,,,, „,aie „„r case,
be accepted as equal pamcipanls ,u our soce^, f„l, d“ n^dSls. Thl U S, Suo.enie Courrhas

rsr ,0,0. uy es en ha.er u, prove

pyuA, ha-

vniegraied seiung it it is ,^_Kcations for those of us -f.- a;u hoping mat

t" h lo^appcu and to sec .0 u ,hu. do. phu, suUp.ed .uuly

“tool Sup Sot seanca lor ...no arc .educed as

SSSSSSbriMi^—ScS-
Pubhc Awi^i^ss Coordinator for the East Tennessee Technology Access Center 
Board chair for the Tennessee Disability Coaliuon

102 Emory Lane, Oak Ridge.TN 37830 H) 483-1822 W) 219-OHn


