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UNITED STATES ORGANIZATION 
FOR DISABLED ATHLETES

143 California Avenue, Uniondale, New York 11553 * (516)485-3701 • FAX (516)485-3707

July 14, 1994

Ms Deidre Davis
Office of Presidential Personnel,RM 153 
The White House (Old Exec Office Bldg.)
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Ms Davis:

The United States Organization for Disabled Athletes 
(USODA) needs your help! USODA once again, needs you to
lend your most valuable possession -----your name----- to
help us in our efforts in putting on disabled sporting 
events during the next three years, all leading up to the 
largest games for the disabled in the world, the 1996 
Atlanta Paralympic Games in Georgia.

As you can see, many of your fellow associates have 
helped by lending their names to our Honorary Board in 
the past, and through their efforts, thousands of 
disabled youth and adults have been given the opportunity 
to participate in athletic competitions throughout the 
United States.

We have embarked on plans to expand our Disabled Youth 
Sports Training Program to 150 events in over 30 states 
during the next three years. This program is designed to 
improve the lives of many of the 3 million disabled 
children between the ages of 5 and 18. USODA's disabled 
athletes and their coaches will be conducting this 
programs with the hopes that these youngsters will be 
made aware that sports can give them the self-esteem, 
courage, ambition and self-satisfaction to compete in 
life and overcome the prejudices that exist amount the 
nondisabled.

Our disabled athletes will be conducting a Disabled 
Sports Awareness Program in more than 300 schools over 
the next several years in concert with Major League 
Baseball and Canon, USA. Our disabled motivational 
speakers will demonstrate how they adapted to and 
overcame obstacles in life. Through these inspirational 
talks, films and student participation in various 
disabled skills, we believe these programs will leave a 
lasting and positive impression on nondisabled and 
disabled youth.
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Dan Quayle
Vice President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, D.C.

OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT

WASHI NGTON

December 1. 1992

Dear Mr. Vice President,

In the past four years you have visited, or been visited by, more than three thousand 
disabled individuals. You have listened to their concerns and expressed your support 
for dozens of organizations representing people with disabilities. You have attended 
gatherings, served as honorary chairman, written letters and taped video 
presentations that have raised money for disability related causes.

No Vice President in the history of this country has done more to help people with 
disabilities. You are the first Vice President to have a Special Assistant to work full 
time on disability issues. You are the first Vice President to visit an Independent Living 
Center. You are the first Vice President to actively support and promote the 
Paralympics, and national sports and recreation activities for Americans with
disabilities.

%

Your early and public support of the Americans with Disabilities Act was appreciated 
throughout the disability community. Your commitment to our cause has helped 
America’s 43 million citizens with disabilities to fight back against the myths, negative 
images and stereotypes that have blocked our way into the mainstream of society.

I hope your support for our issues will set a precedent that future administrations will 
follow. Americans with disabilities should never lose the access they have gained 
through the office of the Vice President.

I am proud to have served you and come to know you.

Sincerely,

George A. Covington



PUBLICATION SUMMARY JULY 1992- DECEMBER 1992

Publication Circulation

Moving Forward 25,000

The Telephone Pioneer 800,000

The Press Telegram, Long Beach, CA 122,716

Pratt University Folio 26,000

The Marker 40,000

Bridges 5,000

Paraplegia News 27,000

NFIA Newsletter 20,000

The National Focus 25,000

News - Banner 21,000

Times Union 21,000 1

Arvada Jefferson Sentinel 8,700

Advertiser 7,800

Index - Journal 16,800

Ability 25,000

Metropolis 35,000

II TOTAL 1,226,016 1



PRINT MEDIA ON DISABILITY ISSUES 

JANUARY 1989 - DECEMBER 1992

FIRST REPORT 
JANUARY 1989 - JUNE 1990

TOTAL: 1.916.000

SECOND REPORT
JULY 1990 - DECEMBER 1991

TOTAL: 5.097.669

THIRD REPORT 
JANUARY 1992 - JUNE 1992 
TOTAL: 3.795.524

FINAL REPORT
JUNE 1992 - DECEMBER 1992
TOTAL: 1.226.016

GRAND TOTAL JANUARY 1989- DECEMBER 1992
12.035.209
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Special Section; Report on the 
"Universal Design: Access to Daily 
Living" conference held in May. 
prepared by Pratt Institute's Center for 
Advanced Design Research. (Nov. 1992)

"The first barrier to Universal Design is 

the human mind. If we could put a ramp 

into the mind, the first thing down the 

ramp would be the understanding that all 

barriers are the result of narrow thinking. 

The criteria for making a facility accessible 

and creating a universally designed 

product are the same. Like any other 

project, accessibility is possible when 

imagination and creativity combine with 

the will toaccomplish a well-defined goal."
George A. Covington, Special Assistant to the Vice President of the United States for Disability Policy
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Conference 'Went 

Spectacularly 
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The Telephone

Sommer 1992 Vol. 6. No. 1

Quayle hosts Pioneer officers

iitas' mm
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utiio'rs met will) vice i>i ■ nlnnl U.in QunyU- to f>iogu-t,:^ m /.'.'f
l.n'^Y Access program and to present him with a Hug-a-Benr and ,i complete set ol p.r-‘ 
r.suns of tlir Telephone Pioneer. Meeting with the vice president were. Icit to right. Rnv 
Gieen. past Region 2 vice president; Bill Jcrmain. Association executive diiectm t-nry 
PLitheiwick. A^^snciation president: and Walt Chambers. Region 8 vice president.
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ABIUTY
Crippling Images:
Educating The Vice President By George A. Covington

As Special Assistant to the Vice Presi­
dent, I spend a great deal of my time 
fighting myths, negative images, and 
stereotypes. Not his, but ours. "Ours" 
refers to myself and the 43 million other 
Americans with disabilities.

Two weeks after the 1988 Presidential 
election, I called David Beckwith, who 
had just been appointed Press Secretary 
for Vice President-Elect Quayle. Dave 
and I metin law school and had remained 
friends over the years.

"Dave," I said, "it has taken the 
American media 200 years to aeate the 
negative images and stereotypes they 
use to describe Americans with dis­
abilities. It took them two months to do 
the samejob on your boss. Do you think 
Dan Quayle would like to help us change 
our image if we help him change his?"

Quayle thought it was a great Idea. 
The Monday after the inauguration I 
became the first White House staffer to 
work full time on disability issues.

For most of my adult life. I've ex­
plained disability issues in a style that 
has often been called "brisk or blunt". 
Education is a never-ending task, but 
Dan Quayle proved to be the quickest 
learning student I've ever had.

The first thing I told the Vice President 
was that disabled people were tired of 
hearing politicians talk. We were more 
interested in finding a politician who 
would listen.

"Mr. Vice President," I explained, 
"we're tired of being treated like a char­
ity. We want to be treated like any other 
constituency."

Long before I wrote his first speech, 
we discussed the two principles that I 
have used for more than a decade to 
explain disability issues to groups of 
able-bodied people.

The first principle is: People with 
disabilities can lie, cheat, and steal just 
li ke able-bodied people. Disabled people 
can be fools, fakes, and firauds just like 
able-bodied people. If you cannot accept 
these statements, you cannot truly accept 
the concept that disabled people are just 
like everyone else, except they have a 
disability. A disability becomes a 
handicap only when structural or attitu- 
dinal barriers make it so.

Some of us with disabilities are 
charming, witty, and highly Intelligent; 
some ofus are not The disability didn't 
determine which of us would be sexy 
and which of us would be sexist. A 
disability give us a different perspective, 
not a different personality.

Some of us get married, have children, 
live happily ever after, or some of us get 
divorced (not necessarily in that order). 
Some of us never leave home; most of us 
do.

Some of us have reached a comfon 
level that allows us to debate semantics 
and determine that "cripple" and

"handicapped" are no longer acceptable. 
Others are still debating whether "dis­
abled people" should be replaced with 
"people with disabilities". This later 
debate is generally restricted to the dis­
abled gurus living inside the Washing­
ton, DC beltway. Yes, some of us are 
disabled gurus, or gurus \vith disabilities, 
if you choose. Many of us feel that we 
are not "visually challenged", "physi­
cally challenged", or, if you're short, 
"vertically challenged". When the ob­
stacles are removed so are the "chal­
lenges".

We are as different and diverse as 
everyone else in the world. We simply 
have a disability.

The second principle is: The road to 
Hell is paved with good intentions. The 
media has always approached disability 
issues with the best of intentions, but 
good intentions are not enough. The 
power of the media is such that its de­
scriptions of disabled people and our 
issues can be devastating.

Dan Quayle is more acutely aware of 
the effects of media than any Vice 
President in history. He easily under­
stood the media's power to aeate and 
shape images.

When 1 introduced the Vice President 
during the swearing in ceremony of Jusdn 
Dart as Chairman of the President's 
Committee on Employment of People 
with Disabilities, I told the 125 disabled

continued.. .



people present, "Few able-bodied people 
can better understand the problems we 
disabled people face by a negative por­
trayal in the media."

Although the news articles and feature 
stories about disabled people and our 
issues are well-intentioned, in many cases 
they have served to perpetuate stereo­
types and negative attitudes held by the 
general public.

Recent news articles and features have 
tended to divide disabled individuals 
into two categories: the poor, pitiable, 
pathetic creature of charity or the heroic, 
undefeated "super crip." It is not un­
common to find stories that begin with 
the first image and culminate in the 
second.

The disabled individual as an 
objea of charity is an image as old as 
recorded history. Until recently, the 
news media often wrote of disabled in­
ch viduals as though they were characters 
from a Gothic horror novel. Disabled 
individuals were "struck down in their 
prime", "afflicted with...", "a victim of...", 
"confined or bound to a wheelchair...", 
or "doomed to a life of..."

Part of the modem image of the chs- 
abled person as an object of charity was 
created by organizations attempting to 
raise money for their causes. These 
organizations, with the assistance of the 
news metha, have caused generations of 
Americans to see the disabled as poor, 
defenseless children in need of pity and 
charity. Most of these organizations 
were directed and managed by able- 
bexhed individuals. While they raised 
hundreds of millions of dollars over the 
past decade, they did little to improve 
the image of people with disabilities. 
Recently a number of these organizations 
have begun to bring disabled people into 
decision making positions.

"Super crip" has been around since the 
penny newspaper, but in recent years 
this image has been the favorite of the

mass media. "Super crip" is a character, 
usually "struck down in the prime of 
life" who fights to overcome insur­
mountable odds to succeed as a mean­
ingful member of society. Through 
snength of will, perseverance and hard 
work, the disabled individual achieves a 
"normal" life. Depending on the news 
organization, this scenario might also 
include mother, God, country and the 
active intervention of UFO's or Bigfoot.

Perhaps the most troubling aspect of 
the "super crip" character is that the 
news media herald as "super human" the 
achievement In a disabled person's life 
that would be considered normal, routi ne 
and completely unnewsworthy in the 
life ofan able-bodied person. Too often, 
the news medi a treat a disabled i ndi vidua! 
who has attained success in his field of 
profession as though he were one of a 
kind. While this one-of-a-kind aspect 
might make for a better story angle, it 
perpetuates in the mind of the general 
public how rare it is for the disabled 
citizen to succeed.

Another problem we have with the 
mediais the "I have a handicapped friend" 
syndrome. It sometimes appears that 
every member of the media has one 
disabled acquaintance who, by virtue of 
their disability, is the sole authority on 
all matters of disability. This "friend" is 
quoted as an authority on any matter that 
involves a disability issue. A person 
with a mobility impairment may not, 
however, be an expert on mobility and 
access problems. One blind person may 
be an expert on technology, while another 
blind person may have no interest in the 
subject, and thus no knowledge of the 
issue.

The problem is a circular one. It is as 
young members of the general public 
that men and women of the news media 
derive their attitudes about people with 
disabilities. As a former journalism pro­
fessor, I know the images and stereo­
types of disabled people are not left at

the front door of the journalism school 
but remain to become a pan of the psyche 
of the working reporter. With the ap­
pearance of these reporters' rx;ws sto­
ries, the cycle begins again.

Good intentions with bad results are 
not restricted to the press. Too often in 
the past, able-bodied individuals and 
groups came up with projects and 
products that they knew "would be great 
for handicapped people." They never 
bothered to ask disabled people forinput. 
Their enthusiasm was great, but their 
idea or product was a disaster. They 
were more interested in a "warm and 
fuzzy" concept than they were in a sub­
stantive idea. Often their feelings were 
hurt when disabled people threw the 
cold water of reality on what had been 
the warm glow of poorly directed good 
intentions. It is too late to ask for our 
input after the concrete has been poured 
and the last nail driven. Tens of millions 
of dollars have been wasted on projects 
for disabled people that had little or no 
input from disabled people. Able-bodied 
people must learn to ask us if we need it, 
want it, or can afford it Ask us, then 
listen.

In his first two years in office, the Vice 
President met one-on-one arxJ listened 
to more disabled people than all the 
previous Vice Presidents In history. 
Through his speeches, meetings, and 
visits he has raised the disability issue to 
a level of national interest never before 
achieved by an elected official.

In the past three-and-a-half years Dan 
Quayle has become familiar with dis­
abled people and their issues. He knows 
that a middle class, white male in a 
wheelchair is not the "average" disabled 
person. He knows we are male and 
female, that we come in all sizes and 
ages, and that our skin has many hues. 
Although Dan Quayle has known dis­
abled individuals and their issues all of 
his public and private life, he continues 
to listen and to learn about us.
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Bridging

.he gap
Magazine
hopes to build undeistanding 

of issues facing the disabled

By WcDdy lee
S ai'

oorgf Coving'-jn ^ttnemiXT:
■ ihe cold winter nignt ihe 
\JT ambitious young magazine 
publisher came to see mm

The call from Chet Cooper had 
intrigued Cov-mgton, ipeoaJ assistanl 
to the vice president for diiabdj!y pol- 
iev Cooper was in town and had 
a^ed for a roeetmg but had no refer­
ences — which typically clear the 
way for an outsider to reach Wash­
ington's inner sanctum — and 
Covington really didn't have the tune 
Bui Cwper "sounded like a luce guy." 
so he agrced.

Cooper, based in Irvine, had an 
idea for a new magazine that would 
address issues concerning people with 
disabilities and wanted (^vin^n's 
input. He showed him a prototy-pc. 
and the two talked for tw*o hours in 
Covington’s office. Over dinner, they 
talked for two more.

"He >ah k,'; energetic young man 
with a la: of greai ideas who reeded a 
lot of neip and direction." Covir.gtor, 
recalls 'I told him folks to talk lo 
and se«i'

Se'iTjl rr.or.im- latcj the 
line Coopior en..-isioDed hai evolved 
from an en’erpnsmg idea to b 
national p_blication that is wending 
its way to r.ew^unds around '.he 
country The premie: issue of Ability 
Magazine, off the presses in June, fea­
tured deaf actress Marlee Matlin on 
the cover Cooper says the bimonthly 
magazine, wTitien m an "upbeat, pos- 
ibve style." whll regularly showcase 
human interest stories, inieriiews 
with celebniies with disabilities, 
reports on new technologies and 
advance for disabled people, support

mbmm

r Cliat CoD^ar r«vtew« tha color Mparatk>ns and color koyt tor AWRy ttoeadno.

center listings, and other resources
But just as important, it is 

designed to increase understand- 
mg of disability issues — in pan 
by helpmg reacers to interpret 
the new Americans with Disabili­
ties Act — and appeal to a 
broader audieact. As Cooper puts 
It "Our goal is to bring Abil­
ity Magazine to mainstream 
America "

And that has been an ambi­
tious undertaking for the 37- 
year-old Cooper, who acknowl­
edges he was venturing into 
what for him was unfamiliar ter­
ritory fHe is not disabled). Pub­
lisher of another publication, an 
Orange County hfe?t>le maga- 
ime knowt as Style Newport, he 
studied bioiogy m college and has 
a background that includes 
developing a line of children's 
cIoLhing, creating a line of greet­
ing cards, owning health clubs, 
and modeling So he began to 
educate himself in disability 
issues, attending conferences. 
LaJiong and metLng with disjbiJ- 
I'.y advocates, seeking advice 
from tsuiblishcd organizations, 
assembling a staff. This has 
meunt s hecti: scricdule that 
somciirnef keeps him in the 
office as late <or early) as a.m 

"Wher. I jump into somcLhing,
I jump [z ” he says

All (he while, (.looper talki 
aocut what he sees as the maga

zjne's \asi potentiaJ He notes 
that there are 43 millioD Ameri- 
cans with disabilities and that 
staustics show that &5 percent of 
Amencans will have a disabil­
ity ai some pomi in their Lives. 
"Yet we bve in denial." he says. 
"We shut people ouL We segre­
gate them." Ability Magarina he 
says, wiil provide information 
and updates on how businesses 
are complying with the Ameri 
cons *V.h Disabiiioes Act, which 
took effect in July and is 
designed to protect the disabled 
ircm discrimination in employ- 
meni. public accommodations, 
trarsporurioo and leiecommuni 
canons

•Anoiher hope is that the mag 
azine can help match people with 
disaniliiies *ath employers who 
want to hire them. Ability is 
spon.«-onng JOBS (Job Opportuni­
ty Business Service), a nonprofit 
eys’.em scheduled to begin next 
month in which employers, for a 
fee. can place job listings id 
"elecinsnic classified ads.”

The firsi issue of Ability fee 
turod a cover story on Matlin. 
who co-stars as an assistant dis- 
inci attorney m the NBC senes 

Kras enable Doubts," and 
imiudec iz jnicle on stand-up 
coined.ti".s with dis.ibililies, a 
sicry on a ynui.S with a spiiu! 
inury >*00 use*, a compuier 10 
simulau’ f.-b’lit in aircraft, and a 
piece on ihe 1W3 Special Olym­

pics World W'iDier Games u> oe 
held in Austria. Also m the ffnt 
issue was a story on software 
that assists in reh^iiitating peo­
ple with cognitive impairments, 
a piece 00 a theater organizauon 
that trains and employa disabled 
people, a review of the ADA. and 
a yellow pages section that lists 
Daiional and regional support 
ceniera for people with di^ib- 
ties

The oezt issue, behind sebeo 
ule but due out "soon." Cooper 
says, will feature a cover story on 
Andrea Friedman, who has 
Down’s syndrome and appears ol 
the ABC senes 'Xi/e Ck>es Or ’ 
The third will spotlight Cher, 
who has dyslexia

Most of the stones are done ny 
free-lance wmers, Cooper says 
One of the newest to sign up \s 
actress and stand-up comedienne 
Gen Jewell, who appeared in the 
NBC sitcom ”Tbe Facts of Life" 
and has cerebral palsy. .Another 
free-laocer has myasthenia 
pavis. another a "hearing prot> 
Jem." Cooper says. One staff 
member has dyslexia

The bulk of staff members da 
not have a disability, although 
Cooper says the magazine is 
"expanding" and that if inierei: 
ed people with disabiLiics ihmk 
they "can help, We're always looking."

Ability Magazine, pulilisht-d m 
Imne. was launchod on less than

S160.DO0, and Ck»per says he has 
been able to keep expenses down 
with the help of individuals and 
businesses he has worked with 
who helped offset some of the 
costs "I owned a printing bust 
ness and a small ad agency," he 
says "I know how to cut my 
costs

"This is such a ma.ior goal to 
bring this thirg to frution." he 
adds. 'Tm lucky eoough to be 
cream e in finding people who 
can help '

Local reaaion to the new mag­
azine — which sells for S3 95 — 
has been difficult to gauge 
because many L^ng Beach-area 
advocates for the disabled say 
ihev -;ave not yer *eec ;t But 
C-aLby De.^Iel^o. program direcirr 
for ’.he Santa .Ana clubhouse of 
the Dayle Mclniosh Center for 
the Disabled in Ar.aheim. has 
and impressed "It made me 
feei reaJJv good." says Dc.Mi\lu a 
former program director for tne 
Betiv Clooney Center in Long 
Beacn "It looks like it car. cem- 
poie vMih any magazine or, a 
magai_-.e rack ”

(^ovongion believes Aoility dis­
tinguishes itself because other 
magaz-.-'cs that address disabi'.iiy 
issues are geared more specifical­
ly in- 'disabled comnuniiy 

'■:Ao.!;i>I .'Vlapaz.ine appc.irs 
me U) De a br.dge between (he 
disabled coramuniiv and t.nc 
able bcd.cd community." says 
Covingujo. who Ls legally blind



Wheels in Action
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Vice President Dan Quayle hands (lags to 
Paralympian swimmers Linda Mastandrea 
(Chicago) and Brenda Smith (Rockville, MD).

VEEP RECEIVES AWARDS
I n an August 5 ceremony ai the While 
I House, Vice President Dan Quayle 
I presented an American flag to repre­
sentatives of the team participating in 
the 1992 Barcelona Paralympics. The 
ge.sture recognized the integrity and in­
tensity of America's top athletes with 
disabilities. In return, the Vice President 
received two separate awards for his 
leadership in the disability community.

Bill Nichols, president of the American 
Disability Channel, gave Quayle a plaque 
for bringing about positive change in the 
media. The award was inscribed. "For 
your outstanding leadership in communi­
cating the message of freedom on behalf 
of people with disabilities."

The second plaque, from Dr. Len 
Sawisch, president of the US Organiza­
tion of Disabled Athletes (USODA), 
read, "In great appreciation for your 
continuing efforts to bring attention to 
the disabled-sports movement in Ameri­
ca, and for your continued support for 
the consensus of 42 million Americans 
with disabilities. You are a true friend."

President George Bush and Quayle 
supponed the enactment of the Ameri­
cans With Disabilities Act (.ADA).

PARAPLEGIA NEWS

November 1992
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George Covington (ri^t) of the Vice 
President's office receives recognition.

E?iSRIliils

American Business Community Called to Action
The business community was called to  
action through the publication of a 
special Business Week supplement 
(October 28, 1991) titled, “Willing and 
Able; Americans with Disabilities in the 
New Work Force." Pictured above, 
along with Vice President Dan Quayle 
(fourth from left) who received a 
leather-bound edition of the Busmess 
Week supplement, are Dr. Sylvia 
Walker, Director of the Howard 
University Research and Training 
Center; Alan Reich, President of the 
National Organization on Disability,
William DeGraff, Director of Sales for 
Bu.siness Week: Htirold W. McGraw, 
m. Executive Director of McGraw-Hill;
Evan Kemp, Chairman of the Equal 
Employment Opportunity Commission; 
and John W. Patten, Business Week 
publisher. The 37-pagc special insert 
provided vital information and insights 
(Continued on page 2).

George Covington Makes a 
Real Difference
George A. Covington, the first White 
House person to deal solely with 
disability and policy issues, was given 
recognition by the Howard University 
and Research and Training Center 
(HURTC) on May 12, 1992 at the 
Third Annual "Bridges to Leadership 
2000" Youth Career Day Conference, 
held at Howard University's Blackburn 
Center. Mr. Covington, who is Special 
Assistant for Disability Policy to Vice 
President Dan Quayle, is the first 
person to serve in this position on the 
White House staff. He has served as 
advisor to the Vice President since 
January of 1989. Mr. Covington is an 
attorney who's career has included the 
fields of journalism, education, 
government, and disability dvil rights. 
He is a former journalism college 
(Continued on page 3)
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r The Marker
HUNTINGTON'S DISEASE SOCIETY OF AMERICA

.V, ;< r.. i v..i Am 2 Summer 1992

PITTSBURGH TO HOST SEVENTH 

ANNUAL HDSA CONVENTION
The Western Pennsylvania Chapter 
of the Huniin<n(in's Disease Society 
of America will host the Seventh 
Annual HDSA Con\ention in 
F’;:; -hui eh -I;!!'F1 -Ai;i:';;-t 2

An an:i\ nl ()re>eMUitions tmd 
uorkshop> \'.ill letiture pnifession- 
als and scientists ri'pre.'eiuing a 
hrnad rany. nf 1 i D-related exper­
tise Tht- emphtisis on research in 
thi^ \ear s (.nrnention is reflected 
m the thenit of the ev ent, ’it's 
Time to Cum:' Huntington s Dis­
ease '

Kevnoti' spt-aker at the tradi­
tional Saturdav Research Lun­
cheon. Autrust 1. will be Dr. 
Michael Hayden Fhoft -sorof 
Medical Genetics <it the- L'niversitv 
of Fjrit ish ( elumliia L RC ' 
Vancouw.r Dr. Havdc-ii heads the

predictive testing program for 
Huntington’s Disease at UBC, and 
was elected last year to the post of 
Secretary-General of the World 
Federation of Neurology Research 
CAoup on Huntington's Disease.
He IS currently directing a stud\ of 
the effectiveness of a new drug in 
slowing the rate of progression in 
HD

Dr. Hayden wall talk about 
recent developments in genetics 
and other areas of HD research

A Friday afternoon research 
panel discussion will be moderated 
bv Dr. P. Michael Conneally. 
Distinguished Professor of Medical 
Genetics at Indiana University 
School of Medicine.

Dr Conneally w'ill be joined by 
Continued on page 10

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR MEETS
WITH VICE PRESIDENT

m
i

HDSA Executive Director 
Stephen Bojardi met with 
I'ice president Dan Qua vie 
in Washington. DC. April 14. 
Bajardi led a delegation of 
Long Island business leaders 
who support the annual 
George C. Powell Colt 
Classic, a fundraiser to 
benefit the Greater New 
York/Long Island Chapter of 
HDSA Vice President 
Quayle has agreed to sene 
as Honorary Chairman for 
this year 's event Ba/ardi 
thanked Mr Quayle for hw 
involvement and his supfxin 
of the HD cause.

Keynote speaker Dr. Michael Hayden

cON THE INSlDEt

mm
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Special Assistant to 

Dan Quayle to Speak 

in San Diego
eorge Cov ington. Special Assis-

v3i

m
I lani for Disability Policy to Vice 

President Quayle, will favor NRA 
members with a keynote address at the 
'92 Annual Conference He is the first 
person to serve m this position on the 
White House Staff, and has served as 
advisor to the Vice President since 
January of 1989.

Mr. Covington is an attorney 
who's career has included the fields of 
journalism, education, government, 
and disability civil nghts. He is a for­
mer journalism college professor and 
federal regulation writer.

He was born legally blind, w ith less 
than 10 percent luiiLlional vision, in 
194.1 inetisiTexas He attended public 
schools and graduated w ith degrees in 
both lourn.ilisin and l.iw Irom the Cni- 
versiiv 1)1 lev.IS ai .Austin

George Covington first received 
national media attention for his work 
in developing techniques that allowed 
individuals with severe visual impair­
ments to use photography as a tool for 
seeing. He has given numerous work 
shops and lectures in photography at 
the Smithsonian Institution and col­
lege campuses. His photography man­
ual "Lei Your Camera Do The Seeing 
The World's First Photography Man­
ual for the Legally Blind " is available 
free to the blind and physically dis­
abled through the Library of Con­
gress.

For the ptist fifteen years Coving­
ton's primary interest has focused on 
the elimination of negative stereo­
types of disabled people within the 
mass media

III
George A Covington. Special Assistant For 
Disability Policy to Vice President Quayle
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A^merica's Disability Channel hosts first awards
WASHINGTON D.C. — 

America's Disability Channel isn't avail­
able in every stale — yet. According to 
ADC's president and CEO, Bill Nichols, 
!he timing is right for ADC and ADC is 
right lor the time — and for a full-service 
networ1< for people with disabilities.

America’s Disability Channel, based 
in San Antonio, is carried on 25 per cent 
of the nation’s cable TV homes. Nichols 
■s preparing to expand programming to 
18 hours per day. premiering new shows, 
including former anchorwoman Donna 
Cline, with the Donna Cline Show.

Featuring entertainment and infor­
mation programming on all disabilities, 
the Silent Network (TSN) program ser­
vice is part of ADC's programming sched­
ule featuring cultural programming for 
the deaf and hearing impaired.

ADC has been hard at work to pre­
mier expanded disabilities programming 
and air lime. Its first annual ADC televi­
sion awards presentation awardson May 
26, will be featured, withother announce­
ments by ADC in a one-hour, produced- 
for-television special in a special pre­
miere this Fall.

Award-winners honored on May 26 
at the Washington Hilton were Justin 
Dart, receiving the first Justin Dart Award; 
ADC’s newly-formed Congressional Ad­
visory Board was presented with the 
Eagle Spirit Award.

Mattel Toys, The Rainbow Award; 
Jim Brady for the first Jim Brady Televi­
sion Award; The ARC (Association for 
Retarded Citizens), the Golden Apple 
Award;

Harold Russell for the first Harold

Russell Award; Cox Cable of Omaha 
received the Affiliate of the 'Vear Award. 
McDonald's and the Mike Sewell Family 
were the recipients ol the Mike Sewell 
Award; Special Olympics International 
received the Pinnacle Award.

Kal Kan received the T.J. O’Rourke 
Award, and Disney World, Red Lobster 
and Delta Airlines were the recipients of 
the Destinations Unlimited Award.

The Torch of Freedom Award was 
presented to the United States Ski Tearn 
George Covington, Special Advisor to 
the Vice President on Disabilities Issues 
accepted a special award for Vice Presi­
dent Dan Quayle, for his Public Service 
Announcement. The PSA was a mes­
sage of freedom and the Barcelona Spe­
cial Olympics in which the Vice President 
appeared. “I don’t think you’ve ever seen 
a PSA that the Vice President of the 
United States had a hand in writing," said 
Covington. The wording was the Vice 
President’s.

ADC provides full access by 
cablecasting in four communications 
forms simultaneously. Sign Language 
by performing artists, open-captioning, 
with all programming having on-screen 
subtitles assisting people who are deaf, 
bilingual and learning to read, audio de­
scriptive narration, and full sound. ^ 

Its primary formats are lifestyle, travel, 
entertainment, variety, docu-dramas, 
movies, interaction, magazine, children, 
and sports. 96 per cent of ADC program­
ming is original and cable-exclusive.

For information contact America’s 
Disability Channel, 1777 N.E. Loop 410, 
Suite 1401, San Antonio, Tx 78217.

ICgrsjSSS

m
Donna Cline will premiere her show 
on the American Disabilities 
Channel this fall.

■

George Covington, special assis­
tant to Vice President Dan Quayle 
on disabilities Issues.
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Lakewood, CO 
Arvada Jefferson Sentinal 

Denver Met Area 
Thursday, August 27,1992

Mr
W

Christine Lynn George of Golden 
was recently awarded $10,00 and met with 
Vice President Dan Quayle as one of the nine 
students nationwide to win a Discover Card 
tribute Award Scholarships. George was the 
bronze medal recipient in the vocational/ 
technical studies category.
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a tool for seeing.
MOST l'ts)l’L[ SI. [ to plioiuj^apli, I phoiograpli to sci.

I was born Icpalls blind \sith 20/4no vision in both eves 
Because of a eoinbination of astiyinatisin. nystagmus, 
eecentnc fixation, and myopia (all acute), iny eyesight was 
not opticalb correctable Over the past 2U years, I ha\e 
lost most of this vision due to a retina degeneration 
problem. Presently. I function with less than five percent 
of normal vision on the penphery of my right eye.

Shortly after m\ retina loss began. I discovered that 
photography allowed me to keep this priceless channel of 
perception open It \s as startling to look at a self-portrait 
and realize that 1 had stopped seeing myself in a mirror. 
It was equallv stanling to realize 1 had stopped seeing the 
t.ices of im friends and relatives. If 1 had not become se- 
rioiisK interested in photographs at that point in ms 
life. I ssould todas consider myselfblind. As it is, as long 
as I can photograph, 1 ssill not be blind.

Photographs allosss me to see svhat I otherwise ssould 
not be able to see

■'Hoss '' IS most people's first reaction. The anssser is 
simple: a photograph is not reality-, but an abstraction of 
It. A black-and-ss hate pnnt transforms the rmlLons of col­

ors, shades, and tones of reality to a few shades of gray 
betsseen black and sshite Confusing three-dimensional 
shapes and forms are reduced to simple tsvo-dimension- 
al representations The black-and-svhite pnnt allosvs in­

dividuals sMth dinumshed vision to hold the world in their 
hands and \ lew it from their own best perspective 

I started to stiidv photography senously 20 years ago 
\v hen three seeminglv unrelated events came together: I 
began to lose im sight. 1 was dating a woman who stud­

ied photography, and 1 discovered a camera that could be 
focused without perfect vision.

The design features of the Rollei B 35 seemed intend­

ed for a person \\ ith unpaired vision. The light meter was 
built into the top of the camera and vvas easily visible 
through the handheld U)-power magnifier 1 used for 
reading. The F-stops and shutter-speed controls were 
on the lens barrel of the camera and easy to see Also, the 
F-stops and shutter speeds could be determined by the 
number of clicks as the controls were turned.

The camera used a "scale functioning system," mean­

ing that the photographer set the distance from the 
camera to the subiect b\ dialing a scale on the lens bar­

rel in feet or meters B\ controlling the F-stop. the 
photographer knew w hat would be m focus. Those were 
the da\s when the br.nns were m the photographer, not 
111 the c.imer.i



i fc^8
l»i*i

''Vi

Wl1$!*?

^;.-: At*?-^/. .,-

■sliRs5*iiSiS|ptiS*l^*p
pj-

*#ss
I Ik' K('lln li V"' ^ most imusii.il ii<. 'i'_:ii tc.iuirc u .is rh.il 

ilu- li.ish ,m,u lu J t*' ilu- Uotiom ot ilu- i miut.i. It. ,is t>n 
Dilur i.mui.is. ilu "1um-s!i.u- ii.iJ \w\\ on tlu- top. I

wiMiKl M»u lll\^■ iwii .il'K' i*»sni (111. ..oiiirt'ls whilr umiil^

.1 ri.isl) Lu )l.'I I mt.iuU . l<.olki nt> I.Mi;^i,-i Mi.iki.-s tiu' i.mi- 
M .( . .Ill J ( I M l.i -. 1 \\ < M k \\ 11 I 1 I i\ tki *1 I .111J .1 I 1 IssrlM.li I

‘ t: . . I i » ) \ i \ . . I 1 > 'V



Awards



siliiiillijigigpS;;;;;;-:;

i^iiilill: 
■i!«»i... 
ff*H* 

■i*
:i:;i;:;isi:i:;i

::BS.;:;:i||

jiliiiiliiiiii
iiiliiii

i.e (:>RY \7ICK>RY 
V^^AMES ic?;roRY

CiAMfeSGAMES
iiiliiii 
Iiiliiii

iiiiliiiiiiil

ii:;:

To
Dclkl Quay I e-

V7<r<? F*resident of the United States
( In grateful appreciation for your untiring efforts to bring attention to the disabled sports movement \ 

in A.merica, and for yoLir contiiiEjed support for the concerns of A2, million Americans with disabilities. \
Your are a true friend.

Rresented by:
United States Organization for Disabled Atheletes 

August 5 , 1 992

Rendition of Award
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PRESENTED BY

THE PARALYZED VETERANS OF AMERICA
NOVEMBER 15,1991

VICE PRESIDENT J. DANFORTH QUAYLE

.... .0:":;s

...

:o

■^: ■

K ^ ^ IN DEEP APPRECIATION TOR YOUR STEADFAST DEVOTION TO 

INinPROVING DIGNITY AND QUALITY OF LIFE FOR AUL AMERICANS

fYOU HAVE OPENED YOUR DOORS AND WELCOMED US IN-YOU HAVE 
^^STENED TO US AND HAVE UNDERSTOOD OUR CONCERNS -YOU HAVE 

ACCEPTED OUR CHALUINGES AND HAVE BEEN OUR ALLY-WHEN WE
;SilHiip:?REA<Mp::<)UT:T6-V^:;VQU:;H^^,^y®wi^

f v;.;,..;-:i;;:;;:;:SV;;:: ;i.;.:;,-o.i:';: IVSirS'Iv;.:.;: V?.";.;:::
^ • '' •.’•v.'--.-.-vi-:';: V- :•: a-'*' .v:''.;;. j;-. v;;'.':;:':';:':'':; !\ ‘ ■ V:-"-;

V'-'V' i,-'-'-'-'’ ' • ■ .■■"■'■■■■ .. ■■■■'■■■'■' ■ ^ ' ....................... ' ■ .■! * 1 1-

VOm PERSONAL INVOIAEMENT IN OUR STRUGGLE FOREQUALITY AND 
YOUR SII^CERE CONCERN FOR THE MANY DIFEICULTI^UES CONFRONTING 

US jftlAVE PROVTOED A COMPEUJNG ENERGY UPON WHICH TRUE

i^IHE MEMBERS OF PARALYZED VETERANS OF AMERICA ARE DEEPLY 
xiRATE^ FOR YOUR HELP AND FOR YOUR FRIDVDSHIP- WITH YOUR 

i CONTINUED CX)MMITMENT AND ASSISTANCE, WE SHALL PERSEVERE

Ret>dilion Avsia!



||l|||»:i:i

lillilll
pijiiii
llifll
iliiiiiili
lllllp IsipH

piiiil&mk

iii
iiii.?■

I; f
fell

■Hi
Pilfcla
llllli

■■■

wm 
:pv

P;»P;:5
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Mce PreMderit of the United States

FOR OUTSTANDING LEADERSHIP IN 
COMMUNICATING THE MESSAGE Of FREEDOM 

imsm^mippLE wimmmimEf^
1992 ADC TELEVISION AWARDS! 

fpJgptBill Nichols, President a JaiSI
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The Aniericans with Disabilities Act Award
.................. .

43 Mil||)ii:Americffl|^^i^
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. ..................... .... . .... .
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■.. ■ ■ ; ■:... : ■■■■■ ■ '..■: ::...■ : Congratulate
■ ■ ■

V;-:-v:vx;

Vice JPlresident Dan Quayle
On His Support for the Enactment of

The World's First Comprehensive Civil Rights Law for
People with Disabilities

The Task Force on the Rights and Empowenment of Araericans with Disabilities

■ElfiabethBoggs .xVv/xx::-:;:.-;.S-'
Co-Chairperson

■ -.vv^x :V.

.. . . . . ; x-.'■

Justin Dan 
Chairperson

October 12, 1990

Lex Fricden 
Coordinator

.:x:'■

.........................................■ . ........................................................................................ ...... .................................

: -v:--
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National 

Handicapped 

Sporty
AWARDED TO

vice^kesil>eiaT 6p tl>e xiMifet) srxres

NOVEMBER 15, 1991

OUTSTANDING DEDICATION 

TO THE PROMOTION OF SPORTS 

AND RECREATION OM^ORTUiraiES 

FOR DISABLED PEOPLE

J Douglas J. Sato 
President

National Handicapped Sports

J

R«ndibon of Award
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i V 1991NAMES :
Disability Rights Award

Presented to

Vice President
DAN QUAYLE

by
National Association of

I Medical Equipment Suppliers

FUndition of Award
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JOHN D. COLLINS III AWARD
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Dan Quayle
Vice President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, D.C.

OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT

WASHI NGTON

December 1. 1992

Dear Mr. Vice President,

In the past four years you have visited, or been visited by, more than three thousand 
disabled individuals. You have listened to their concerns and expressed your support 
for dozens of organizations representing people with disabilities. You have attended 
gatherings, served as honorary chairman, written letters and taped video 
presentations that have raised money for disability related causes.

No Vice President in the history of this country has done more to help people with 
disabilities. You are the first Vice President to have a Special Assistant to work full 
time on disability issues. You are the first Vice President to visit an Independent Living 
Center. You are the first Vice President to actively support and promote the 
Paralympics, and national sports and recreation activities for Americans with
disabilities.

%

Your early and public support of the Americans with Disabilities Act was appreciated 
throughout the disability community. Your commitment to our cause has helped 
America’s 43 million citizens with disabilities to fight back against the myths, negative 
Images and stereotypes that have blocked our way into the mainstream of society.

I hope your support for our issues will set a precedent that future administrations will 
follow. Americans with disabilities should never lose the access they have gained 
through the office of the Vice President.

I am proud to have served you and come to know you.

Sincerely,

. CcwingtonGeorge A. Ccwington



After January 15, 1993

On January 15,1993, my detail to the Office of the Vice 

President will end. I will be working in the Special 

Programs and Populations Branch of the National Park 

Service. I can be reached at the following address:

George A.Covington)
Special Programs & Populations Branch
National Park Service
P.O. Box 37127
Washington D.C. 20013-7127

(202) 343-3674

My home address will remain:

George A. Covington 

2130 P Street N.W. #723 

Washington D.C. 20037



THE; TREASURY

'G.p.(3.^ BOX 1680 ^

BROOKLYN, NY 11?.02

Date:: ^pp 4 1991

U S ORGANIZATION FOR OnJABLED 
ATHLETES IMC 

143 CAL IFORMIA AUE 
UNIONDALE, MY 1:1553

Employer lident i f i cat i on Number: 
11-27652S3 

Contact Person::
JOSEPhl J BEILPULSI 

Contact Telephone Number:
(710) 7S0-6160

Our Letter Dated:
January 30-/ 1987 

Addendein Applies:
No

Dear Applicant:

This modifies our letter- of the; above date in iihich oe stated that you 
would be tre.'ated as an 'organ i :ia t i on which is not, a privatie foundation uritil 
the expiration of your eidvance rulirrg period.

Your exempt status under secti'.on 50;l(a) 'jf the iEnternal Revenue Co'Je as an 
organization described in section 501(c)(3) is still in effect. Based 'On the 
informati'jn you submitted, we hav'S determined that yi::ru ar'S not a private 
foundation nithin the meaninij of sec:tion 509(a) of the code because y-ju are an 
organization of the type described in section 509(a)(1) and 170(b) (1) (A) (v i)..

Grantors and contributors may rely lon this determination unless the 
Internal Revenue Service publishes notice to the contrary. However, if you 
lose your se-ction 509(a)(1) status, a grantor or contributor’ may not rely on 
this determination if he or she was in part nesp'on s i t) I e f'or, or was aware ofw 
the act or failure to ac:t, or the substantial or material cfiange on the part of 
the organization that resulted in yc'ur |i;:iss of such status, or if he 'or she 
acquired knowledye that the ilnternal Revenue Service had given ni::'tice tfiat yi'U 
would no longer be classified as a section 50'?(c-i)(l) orga’n i:;at ioti.

If W'S have indicated in the heeding of this I ether that an addendum 
appiies, the addendum enclosed is an integral pert of this letter.

I

Because thi<5 letter- could help resolve any questions about your private 
foundation ?itatus, please keep it in your permanent records.

If you have any questions, p I esse contact the person wfiose name and 
telephone number are shown above. ■'

Sincere Iy

fiugenia D. Alexand'ir 
[)i str i ct D i rector

Lett'ar 1050 (DO/CG)^
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'mi THE PRESIDENT’S COUNCIL ON PHYSICAL FITNESS AND SPORTS
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20004

February 4, 1993

Dear Richard:

I would like to take this opportunity to 
congratulate you on your outstanding efforts at the 
Paralympic Games in Barcelona. All of us at the 
President's Council on Physical Fitness and Sports are 
extremely proud of your accomplishments.

Please accept our best wishes for continued 
success and congratulations on representing our country 
in such a wonderful way.

Sincerely

hwarzeneggeArnold ^ 
Chairman

Mr. Richard Ruffalo 
115 Evans Road
Bloomfield, New Jersey 07003



Office of the Commissioner 
MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL

March 1, 1993

Mr. Richard Ruffalo
115 Evans Road
Bloomfield, New Jersey 07003

Dear Baby Buff;

It was great to see you! The Ruffalo family has always been 
so special. I take great delight in all your successes. I 
know your parents are so proud of you.

1*11 look forward to working with you in the years ahead.

Sincerely,

Leonard Coleman, Jr. 
Executive Director 
Market Development

350 Park Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10022 (212) 339-7800



Mr|
700 TRENTON AVENUE

POINT PLEASANT BEACH, NEW JERSEY 08742

RAYMOND D. ELLIS 
PRINCIPAL

April 2, 1993

BARBARA A. CORDASCO 
assistant principal

ROBERT GRACE 
ATHLETIC SUPERVISOR

Mr. Richard Ruffalo 
115 Evans Road 
Bloomfield, NJ 07003

Dear Rich:

I have nothing but compliments and sincere thanks for your 
presentation to our school. Rather than me write my feelings, 1 have 
included letters from one of our teachers and her students.

Thanks again.

Very truly yours.

Barbara A. Cordasco 
Assistant Principal

BAC:lg

HIGH SCHOOL OFFICE 6991817 GUIDANCE COUNSELORS 899 3660



TELEPHONE 201-450-3530

c^aj^oiCCa -^auCino
PRINCIPAL

Belleville Public Schools
SCHOOL NUMBER THREE 

320 JORALEMON STREET 

BELLEVILLE, NEW JERSEY 07109

June 18, 1993

TO: Dr. Ciccone

FROM: Mrs. Saulino

RE: Richard Ruffalo

\
^ ■

Thank you very much for allowing Richard Ruffalo the 
opportunity to address the sixth grade students at School 
Three.

They were attentive and inspired by his message. We are 
truly fortunate to have a "Richard Ruffalo" among us.

RS/dmb

xc: Mr. Nardiello
Mr. Lally 
Mr. Ruffalo



27 Riverview Drive 
Urrer ^lontclair, NJ 07043 
r.'ay 1, ]oo3

'•'r. Joseph Ciccone, Frincioal 
^e^'levil'ie Senior School
100 Passaic Avenue 
^e''JeviTle, New Jersey OSlOP

Dear Vr. iccone:

On Thursday evenin.^, April 29, 1QQ3, I had the opportunity 
(and extrene pleasure) to be at the ^^hi Delta Par^pa meeting where 
one of your teachers, Nr. Richard Ruffalo, was the main speaker.

To say the least. Dr. Ru'falc was one po -^he best speakers 
I '-ave ever heard at a PDK meeting, a-d I have been a member for 
over 25 years His speech was both timely and inspirational, 
not to mention, extremely entertaining.

We are extremely lucky to have an individual like Nr. Ruffalo 
in the field of education, and Eellevine High School is fortunate 
to have him as a teacher.

’'"r. Ruffalo has no idea t>"at 1 am writing this letter. I 
;ust felt that I wanted to write it so that I could express I how 
felt a^ter his speech, the other night.

Sincerely yours,

Bertram C. T.indemann, PhD

CC: Dr. Richard Ru"'-^alo



THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS
WEST ORANGE, NEW JERSEY 07052 

TELEPHONE: (201) 669-5373

ROOSEVELT MIDDLE SCHOOL 36 GILBERT PLACE

March 26, 1993

Dr. Joe Ciccone 
c/o Belleville High School 
100 Passaic Avenue 
Belleville, NJ 07019
Dear Dr. Ciccone:
Allow me to convey to you what a fabulous inspiration Sr: Rich Ruffalr'^ws to the students and staff of Roosevelt
Middle School, Moving presentation left my student body
in awe. The accdiSdes have been coming into my office at a 
rate of 5 per minute.
I know you recognize Rich's talents but I thought you should 
know how his neighbors to the west feel about him.
You are fortunate to have an educator of his caliber in your 
employ. Please express my appreciation to Richard for a ;jot» 
well done.
I would be remiss if '.t -fefirarik you fwr vour continued
cooperation with any reque^ -titat^I majffi^

Principal

c; Rich Ruffalo

JDG/jt



.2 R1verV1ew 
i-leptune City

Avenue 
NJ 077':i3

March 30, 1993

hir . Richard Ruftaio
iiC Eivans Road
Ri oo/Ti-f lel d , riew jerBey 0 /oo:

Dear tir. Ruttaicj:

A mill ion thanks tor having visited us at Roint R1easant 
Beach High Scnool on Fr iaav, Mar-ch 2t. , 1993. hv students 
and I -found your talk not only enjoyable DLit also 
inspirational - so insp irar ions.': . in -fact, that my students 
requested permission to write you letters ot thanks!

Encioseo are various letters -froim my eighth grade class at 
Antrim Elementary School, Point Pleasant Beach. Each of 
-hsse letters re-flects a side ot my students which is very 
d 1-t't erent troiTi the sidei they had presented to rrie prior to 
hearing you speak. For instance, I sense in these letters 
enthusiasm, optimism, pride. Thanks to you, these qualities 
are beginning to surface in my students every day classroom 
performances in that they are continuing to demonstrate 
enthusiasm for learning, optimism in their outlooks, pride 
in their accomp1 ishments .

Thank you again, Mr. Ruffalo, for having shared so much of 
yourself with each and every one of us. The impact of your 
personal beliefs, your attitude, and your tenacity has left 
an everlasting impression.

Very' truly yours .

Terri M. King



THE

EQUITABLE

Fred A. Volco
Aj^ciit V

Daniel Li-Oe Tai, CLU, ChfC

(JfU) 7/j-i~nn 
/•w.v (J<H)

l•■()I.(:()/■|■Al A(;i:n(A'

August 10, 1993

Mr. Rich Ruffalo 
115 Evans Road 
Bloomfield, N.J. 07003

Dear Rich;

To say your amazing is not enough. You are a very unique person who 
has gone from the depths of despair to the heights of exhilaration (not for what 
you have accomplished for yourself, but for the message you are able to deliver to 
adults and children alike.)

Rich, your message was very well received at our Agency Kickoff 
meeting last Friday, August 6th. Our associates have not stopped talking about 
you and your presentation. As a matter of fact, 1 was to give another presentation 
after yours regarding our Fall Sales Campaign, but after listening to your 
message, our staff was on such a "high" that I didn't want to break that mood and 
decided to end the meeting right then.

What more can I say, your an inspiration to us all. Your message of 
self-belief, self-discipline, and giving one's best was well received and will be 
remembered for quite some time.

I want to wish you the best and thank you for touching our lives and our
hearts.

Sincerely,

'^MJL

Fred A. Foleo 
Agency Manager

THE EQUITABLE LIFE ASSURANCE SOCIETY HO EAST KOLITF, 4. I'AKAMU.S, NEW JERSEY 076S2



Cantiaque Elernentar\ 
Cantiaque Rock Road 
Jericho, N . Y.11753 
June 16, 1973

3 c h c- :

Mr. Raloh Marcino 
Winr;era Wa •• i: R'roQr arr-
7 r a 1 f- i-j a . C t . C .
U,i . R - r-r ■ e . ri . Y . '1 .'

Dear '-1r . Marcinc .

ou

f or the 
real 1 
same
■f ind a 1 1 of the 
particioantB o+ 

Once aqian

V o u for t h e a 5 s e m b 1 v 
We would also 1 if.e to tfiani

Now the ^ 1j
'j

We wQi.!ld 1 lie to ti-;aol 
cond^/cted on Ma v 39. We

Wmers Wa:- . It was a big succes 
real 1v understand that ai 1 people are the same and do the 

things regard’ess o >■ anv handicap. Enclosed, please 
sPon-3or- slisets that we collected i ►'on^ tne 
the w a U .

we would •ike to thank vou agian for all
for allof your efforts, 

of us .
I i- was tru l y a

ag i an 
learning experience

9incer1y,

Brett Pearl man
Cantiaque Student Couric i 1
President

Brooke LTpshutj 
Cantiaque Studerd: 
Secretary

Counc11

K^_£tsisfs^
Ross Cooper *' 
Cantiaque Student Counci’ 
7ice President

Troy 't5ol dberg 
Cant 1 ague Student Counc11 
T reasurer



EAST ROCKAWAY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
OCEAN AVENUE, EAST ROCKAWAY, N.Y. 11518 
(516) 887-8300 
FAX (516) 887-8308

ROBERT PARRY
SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS

JOANNE MORGAN
DIRECTOR OF SERVICES

April 3, 1992

Mr. Ralph Marchese 
USO Da
143 California Avenue 
Uniondale, New York 11553

Dear Mr. Marchese:

Thank you for your talk and demonstration to the students at 
the Centre Avenue and Rhame Avenue Schools.

You presented an interesting program that was well received 
by students and staff.

Sincerely,

foanne Morgan 
Director of Pupil Personnel Services

EAST ROCKAWAY SCHOOLS ARE ACCREDITED BY MIDDLE STATES ASSOCIATION OF COLLEGES AND SCHOOLS



Out T^th Anniversary
"Celebration Of Our Commitment To Education

Ridgewood Intermediate School

66-56 FOREST AVENUE

No. 93 Queens
RIDGEWOOD. NEW YORK 11385 (718) 821 •4882

PRINCIPAL

Catherine M. POWis. (I A.)

assistant'principals 

George folev (i a )
STEVEN MOFSmin (LA )
Emily Tom

special education SGPERV^SOR

Tina Josinsky( I ..A.)

June 23, 1993

Mr. Ralph Marchese 
27 Bridge Lane 
Hicksville, M.Y. 11801

Dear Mr. Marchese;

I vTOuld like to take this opportunity to thank you for your assembly 
presentation this past school year. You have heloed to educate and 
enrich the students of I.S. 93.

It v/ould be ny pleasure to have you return to I S. 93 during the 
1993-1994 school year. If you are interested in making a nresentation, 
please contact me by phone during the month of September at (718)-821-48R2.

Thank you for your kind consideration in this matter.
Sincerely,

KL;ca Kristina Lynch

Board ■>( Education • The City of New > >ri 
Distnct 24



itla£(£(apequa public ^cfjoolfi
MASSAPEQUA HIGH SCHOOL

4925 MERRICK ROAD 
MASSAPEQUA NEW YORK 11758-6297

(516) 797-6116 • (516) 797-6117

OFFICE OF THE VICE PRINCIPAL 

8 April 1992

Mr. Ralph Marchese 
143 California Ave.
Uniondale, N.Y. 11553

Dear Mr. Marchese,

^^alf of the students and faculty of Massapequa High School,
I thank you for your presentation of April 3, 1992.

huror and sincerity came through clearly. The United 
States Organization of Disabled Athletes should be honored bo 
have you as a spokesperson.

YOU challenged us to be the test that we can be. You asked us to 
develop positive mental attitudes and in spite of handicaps, to 
strive for excellence.

Once again, I thank you.

FB:bu



SCHOOL NOTES

Drexel Focus: Disability Awareness
Students at Drexel Avenue School in the 

Westbury School District participated in 
several activities during its Disability 
Awareness Week — all with the purpose of 
learning better how a disabled person is able 
to live a full life.

Ralph Marchese of the United States 
Organization of Disabled Athletes visited 
Drexel Dec 2 to present a disabilities pro­
gram to students. The program included a 
video, question-and-answer session, arid 
participatory demonstrataions, including 
how how Marchese uses a prosthesis in place 
of his left arm and hand.

The following day, Dec 3, students in each 
class engaged in activities enabling them to 
see what it’s like to live without sight, hear- 
irig or use of their limbs. The sessions were 
aimed at heightening the students' awareness 
and sensitivity toward the disabled.

Next week — from Dec 14 to Dec 19 — 
students will participate in the USODA Win­
ners Walk during their physical-education 
cla.sses. The walk raises money fordisablerd 
athletes to continue their education and 
training, in preparation for the next disabl­
ed Olympics.

' '-'v; .■■■■■■ / i

mm
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RA LPHM ARCH ESE(at right), who uses a prosthesis In place of his left arrii and hand, nieiU Drexel 
AvenueSchoolsludenlsDec.2durlnglheschoors4bservanceofblsabillllesAwartrtes4Vlfe^k.(Pholo

- by Tblti Sabella)
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JANUARY 1993

by Jason Labriola 

n Wednesday, Dec. 2, 
Mr. Ralph Marchese 
of the United States 

Organization for Disabled

Disability Awareness Day
At. hIpfpC\MCitr,rl,v^,,  I

PAGE9

Jason Labriola with Ralph 
Marchese.

Athletes visited rny school. 
The purpose of Mr. March- 
ese's visit to the Drexel Av­
enue School was to present a 
Disabilities Awareness Pro- 
gra m.

Mr. Marchese told us 
how he lost his right hand 
and part of his arm in a 
fireworks explosion. He 
spoke of his determination to 
overcome his handicap. 
Most of all, he emphasized 
the importance of turning a 
negative experience into a 
positive one and then using 
that positive attitude to grow 
and succeed in life.

We learned about the

*

W

iiiiwai

Participants Sought for New Book 

On Aging and Disability
obert Mauro and Elle writes the "Dear Elle" advice 
oecker are request- column in PeopleNet 

" mg volunteers to be Robert Mauro contracted 
interviewed for a new book polio in 1951. He uses a res- 
they will be writing together pirator and an electric 
Th^K disability, wheelchair. He earned h,s
The book will be a view of the degree in Sociology in 1976 

■etiect of the aging process on from Hofstra University on 
people with disabilities. Long Island. He's sold many
, those who are interested ^rticles and two books: Tivo

grader Moses Carelus tries out a wheelchair as 
other students and Ralph Marchese look on.

Paralympics that are held 
every four years. Mr. 
Marchese has participated 
twice and i^ looking forward 
to doing so again in Atlanta 
in 1996.

A lot of people may see a 
disabled person someplace 
and ask them if they need 
help. If they say. "no thank 
you," leave them alone. They 
are just like anybody else.

The students in our 
school learned a great deal 
from Mr. Marchese's pro­
gram and we thank him for 
taking the time to visit us. 
Jason Labriola is a fifth 
grade student at the Drexel 
Aue. School m Westbury 
where a disabled awareness 
program was presented on 
Dec. 2.



6. P.(3^ BOX 1680
BROOKLYN, NV lli?02

Date;: ^pR 4 1991

U S ORGANIZATION FOR OnJABLED 
ATHLETES INC 

143 OALIFGRMIA AOE 
UNIONDALE, NY 1:1553

Employer lident i f i cat i on Number: 
11-27652S3 

Contact Pe.Tson;:
JOSEPH J BE-ILPUL3I 

Contact Tt.-lephfjne Number:
(713) 730-6160

Our Letter DatC'd:
January 30-i 1937 

AdJendein App I ies:
No

Dear Applicant:

This niodifiris our lettei" of the; above date in iihich ve stated that you 
would be tre.'ated as an c-rgan i za t i'im which is not; a private foundation until 
the expiration of your advance rulirig period.

Your exempt status under sectiion 50:1 (a) ijf the ;[nternal Revenue Code as an 
organization described in section 501(c)(3) is e.t i I I in effe.'ct. Based on tht> 
information you submitte.'d, we have determined that you are not a private; 
foundation nithin the me;aniny of sec:tion 509(a) of tlie code because you are an 
organization of the type; described in section 509(a)(1) and 170 (b) (1) (A) (v i) „

Grantors and contributors may rely on this determination unless the; 
Internal Revenue Service; publishes noticfi to the; contrary. However, if you 
lose your se;ctioTt 509 (a)(1) status, a gr.jntor or contributor- may not rely on 
this determination if he; or i5he was in pnrt rosponsit)le f«:ir, or was aoare ofu 
the net or fai lure to act, or the substantial or' mate-rial change on the part of 
the organization that re.-sultod in your loss of 'luch status, or if he c-r she 
acquired Rnowledye that the iCnternal Revenue Service had given notice that you 
would no longer he classified as a section 509(£i)(l) or gan iz-.at ion.

If we f>ave indicate;d in the heading of thi:i letter that; an nddendum 
applies, the; addendum enclosed is an integral part of this letter.

*Because; this letter could help resolve any questions about your private 
foundation sitatus, pleaiie keep it in your permanent records.

If you have any que;stions, please contact the person wfiose name and 
telephone number are shewn above. *

S i n ce re I y^our^,

fiugene D. Alexander 
District 0irector

Letter 1050(BO/CG)^



IM THE PRESIDENT’S COUNCIL ON PHYSICAL FITNESS AND SPORTS
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20004

February 4, 1993

Dear Richard:

I would like to take this opportunity to 
congratulate you on your outstanding efforts at the 
Paralympic Games in Barcelona. All of us at the 
President's Council on Physical Fitness and Sports are 
extremely proud of your accomplishments.

Please accept our best wishes for continued 
success and congratulations on representing our country 
in such a wonderful way.

Jfcnold^hwarzenegge

Mr. Richard Ruffalo 
115 Evans Road 
Bloomfield, New Jersey 07003



Office of the Commissioner
MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL

March 1, 1993

Mr. Richard Ruffalo 
115 Evans Road
Bloomfield, New Jersey 07003 

Dear Baby Buff;

It was great to see you! The Ruffalo family has always been 
so special. I take great delight in all your successes. I 
know your parents are so proud of you.

I'll look forward to working with you in the years ahead.

Sincerely,

Leonard Coleman, Jr. 
Executive Director 
Market Development

350 Park Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10022 (212) 339-7800



i
700 TRENTON AVENUE

POINT PLEASANT BEACH, NEW JERSEY 08742

RAYMOND D. ELLIS 
PRINCIPAL

April 2, 1993

BARBARA A CORDASCO 
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL

ROBERT GRACE 
athletic SUPERVISOR

Mr. Richard Ruffalo 
115 Evans Road 
Bloomfield, NJ 07003

Dear Rich:

I have nothing but compliments and sincere thanks for your 
presentation to our school. Rather than me write my feelings, 1 have 
included letters from one of our teachers and her students.

Thanks again.

Very truly yours,

,/5ak Oi - •'=2-^0'

Barbara A. Cordasco 
Assistant Principal

BAClg

HIGH SCHOOL OFFICE 899-1817 GUIDANCE COUNSELORS 899-3660



TELEPHONE 201-450-3530

c:^afj(u.C[a <Sautino
PRINCIPAL

Belleville Public Schools
SCHOOL NUMBER THREE 

320 JORALEMON STREET 

BELLEVILLE, NEW JERSEY 07109

June 18, 1993

TO: Dr. Ciccone

FROM: Mrs. Saulino

RE: Richard Ruffalo

Thank you very much for allowing Richard Ruffalo the 
opportunity to address the sixth grade students at School 
Three.

They were attentive and inspired by his message. We are 
truly fortunate to have a "Richard Ruffalo" among us.

RS/dmb

xc: Mr. Nardiello
Mr. Lally 
Mr. Ruffalo



27 Riverview Drive 
Urrer liontclair, NJ 0?043 
f.’ay 1, ]oo3

”vr. Joseph Ciccone, Frincipal 
ievil''e Senior School

1 no Passaic Avenue 
-e"'e vi T le , New Jersey 0P10°

Dear Vr. 'iccone:

On Thursday evenine, April 29, 1QQ3, I had the opportunity 
(and extreme pleasure) to be at the ^^hi Delta Kanpa meeting where 
one of yo-r teachers, Nr. Richard Ruffalo, was the main speaker.

To say the least, "r. Ru:'’falc was one o"' -"he best speakers 
I V’Eve ever heard at a PDK meeting, and I have been a member for 
over 25 years I His speech was both timely and inspirational, 
not to mention, extremely entertaining.

>/e are extremely lucky to have an individual like N!r. Ruffalo 
in the field of education, and Belleville Hiah School is fortunate 
to have him as a teacher.

"r. Ru''falo has no ioea t>-at I a- writinr, this letter. I 
:ust felt that I wanted to write it so t>:at I could express I how 
felt a^ter v^is speech the other night.

Sincerely yours,

Bertram C. Lindemann, PhD

CC: Hr. Richard Ru-"^alo



THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS
WEST ORANGE, NEW JERSEY 07052 

TELEPHONE: (201) 669-5373

ROOSEVELT MIDDLE SCHOOL 36 GILBERT PLACE

March 26, 1993

Dr. Joe Ciccone 
c/o Belleville High School 
100 Passaic Avenue 
Belleville, NJ 07019
Dear Dr. Ciccone:
Allow me to convey to you what a fabulous inspiration Sr Rich Ru?fSlr ws to the students and staff of Roosevelt 
Middle School. 'moving presentation left my student body
in awe. The accoiSdes have been coming into my office at a 
rate of 5 per minute.
I know you recognize Rich's talents but I thought you should 
know how his neighbors to the west feel about him.
You are fortunate to have an educator of his caliber in your 
employ. Please express my appreciation to Richard for a 300 
well done.
I would be remiss if -tearik you for vour continued
cooperation with any request.-tirat^I

ictfulli
roe Del Guercio 
Principal

c: Rich Ruffalo

JDG/jt



2 R i V e r v i e w Avenue 
iJeptune City, NJ 07755

March 30, 1995

M"- . Richara Rufta!o 
ll5 hLvans F;oad
Bloom-field, now jereev 'f7003

Bear rir . Rut f al o :

A mill IOC; tha.nf:e for havin-5 visited l;s at F'oint F'l easant 
Beach High School on Frioay, March 26, 1995. !'1y students
and I found vour talk not only ten joy able btit also 
inspirational - so i n-sp i rat i onal . in fact, that my students 
requested permission to write you letters of thanks!

Enclosed are various letters froui my eighth grade class at 
Antrim El ementsirv School , Point F'l easant Beach. Each of 
shese letters reflects a side of my students which is very 
different from the sidt^ the-/ had presented to mie prior to 
hearing you speak. For instance, I sense in these Vetters 
enthusiasm, optimism, pride. Thanks to you, these qualities 
are beginning to surface in my students' cyery day classroom 
perf cirmances in that they are continuing to demonstrate 
enthusiasm for learning, optimism in their outlooks, pride 
in their accompl i shfrients .

Thank you again, Mr. F;uffalo, for having shared -so much of 
yourself with each and every one of us. The impact of your 
personal beliefs, your attitude, and your tenacity has left 
an everlasting impression.

Very truly yours.

Terri M. King



THE

EQUITABLE

Fred A. folco
Ai^ciit V M/nuii^rr

Daniel Li-Oe Tai, CLU, CliFC
T Muntiy^cr 

(Jnl) ~U -i7on 
/•W.v (J(H)

i-()!.(;()/'iAi A(.i:ncv

August 10, 1993

Mr. Rich Ruffalo 
115 Evans Road 
Bloomfield, N.J. 07003

Dear Rich;

To say your amazing is not enough. You are a very unique person who 
has gone from the depths of despair to the heights of exhilaration (not for what 
you have accomplished for yourself, but for the message you are able to deliver to 
adults and children alike.)

Rich, your message was very well received at our Agency Kickoff 
meeting last Friday, August 6th. Our associates have not stopped talking about 
you and your presentation. As a matter of fact, I was to give another presentation 
after yours regarding our Fall Sales Campaign, but after listening to your 
message, our staff was on such a "high" that I didn't want to break that mood and 
decided to end the meeting right then.

What more can I say, your an inspiration to us all. Your message of 
self-belief, self-discipline, and giving one's best was well received and will be 
remembered for quite some time.

I want to wish you the best and thank you for touching our lives and our
hearts.

Sincerely,

Fred A. Folco 
Agency Manager

THE EQUITABLE LIFE ASSURANCE SOCIETY H(l LAST KOUTE ‘i. PARAMUS. NHW JLRSliY 076SJ



Canti^iQue EleiTientarv 
Cantiaque Rock Roaci 
Jericho, N.Y.11753 
-June 16, 19R3

3c •“o...

Mr. Ralph harrino 
Winr':er5 Wali: R’f“cara.r.
7 Ra;^-.-^av Ct . E .
v.i . p , . 7ce . ; i . ; . '1

Dear M- har'c 1 nc .

‘■'le wo(.:ld 1 i( a ko ‘7;anl you kor toe assemblv \ ou 
condr-cted ori ha . 33. ;u93. We would also 1 it:e to tk.ara . ou
for tne Wir.ars WaU . It w-as a biq succes . Now the • ids 
real 1V understand chat all people are the same and do the 
same thinas renard'ess of anv handicap. Enclosed, please 
find all of the sponsor sf-sets that we collected i ►•'Oiii the 
participants of the waif .

Once aqian. we wniold like to thank vou aaian for all 
of vour efforts. was truly a learning experience for all
of us .

Sincerly ,

{y

Brett Pearl man
Cantiaque Student Cour.c i 1
President

Brooke Lipshutj 
Cantiaque Student 
Secretary

Counc 1 1

Ross Cooper ^ 
Cantiaque Student Council 
dice President

Trov ^o1dberg 
Cantiaque Student Council 
T reasurer



EAST ROCKAWAY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
OCEAN AVENUE, EAST ROCKAWAY, N.Y. 11518 
(516) 887-8300 
FAX (516) 887-8308

ROBERT PARRY
SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS

JOANNE MORGAN
DIRECTOR OF PUPIL PERSONNEL SERVICFI (516t887-p306

April 3, 1992

Mr. Ralph Marchese 
USO Da
143 California Avenue 
Uniondale, New York 11553

Dear Mr. Marchese:

Thank you for your talk and demonstration to the students at 
the Centre Avenue and Rhame Avenue Schools.

You presented an interesting program that was well received 
by students and staff.

Sincerely,

j4oanne Morgan
Director of Pupil Personnel Services

EAST ROCKAWAY SCHOOLS ARE ACCREDITED BY MIDDLE STATES ASSOCIATION OF COLLEGES AND SCHOOLS



Out 13th Anniversary
"Celebration Of Our Commitment To Education

Ridgewood Intermediate School

66-56 FOREST AVENUE

No. 93 Queens
RIDGEWOOD. NEW YORK 11385 (718) 821 4882

PRINCIPAL

Catherine M. POWIS. (I.a.)

assistant'principals

GEORGE Foley (I A.)
STEVEN MOEShin (I a )
Emily Tom

special education supervisor 
Tina Josinsky(I.A.)

June 23, 1993

Mr. Ralph Marchese 
27 Bridge Lane 
Hicksville, M.Y. 11801

Dear Mr. Marchese:

I vjould like to take this opportunity to thank you for your assembly 
presentation this past school year. You have heloed to educate and 
enrich the students of I.S. 93.

It v/ould be my pleasure to have you return to 1.5. 93 during the 
1993-1994 school year. If you are interested m naking a nresentation, 
please contact me by phone during the month of September at (718)-821-4882.

Thank you for your kind consideration in this matter.
Sincerely,

KL:ca Kristina Lynch

Board >f Education • The City of New ) nk 
Distnct 24



jffia£(£fap£qua public ^cfjoote
MASSAPEQUA HIGH SCHOOL

4925 MERRICK ROAD 
MASSAPEQUA NEW YORK 11758-6297

(516) 797-6116 • (516) 797-6117

OFFICE OF THE VICE PRINCIPAL 

8 April 1992

Mr. Ralph Marchese 
143 California Ave.
Uniondale, N.Y. 11553

Dear Mr. Marchese,

^^alf of the students and faculty of mssapequa High School,
1 thank you for your presentation of April 3, 1992.

humor and sincerity came through clearly. The United 
States Organization of Disabled Athletes should be honored to 
have you as a spokesperson.

You challenged us to be the best that we can be. You asked us to 
develop positive mental attitudes and in spite of handicaps, to 
strive for excellence.

Once again, I thank you.

■ank Bermudez
Vice Principal

FB:bu



SCHOOL NOTES

Drexel Focus: Disability Awareness aer
3
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Students at Drexel Avenue School in the 
Westbury School District participated in 
several activities during its Disability 
Awareness Week — all with the purpose of 
learning better how a disabled person is able 
to live a full life.

Ralph Marchese of the United States 
Organization of Disabled Athletes visited 
Drexel Dec 2 to present a disabilities pro­
gram to students. The program included a 
video, question-and-answer session, arid 
participatory demonstrataions, iricludirig 
how how Marchese uses a prosthesis in place 
of his left arm and hand.

The following day, Dec 3, students in each 
class engaged in activities enabling them to 
see what it’s like to live without sight, hear­
ing or use of their limbs. The sessions were 
aimed at heightening the students’ awareness 
and sensitivity toward the disabled.

Next week — from Dec 14 to Dec 19 — 
students will participate in the USODA Win­
ners Walk during their physical-education 
cla.sses. The walk raises money fordisablerd

edolymdcr^^^^^^ ^'''"“*Sfhool.sluden(sDec.2di.rlngiheschool’s4bservanceofblsablll(lesAS«r«r1eslWeek*(Pholo
■ by Tbtn SabellB)
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JANUARY1993

by Jason Labriola 

Wednesday, Dec. 2, 
Mr, Ralph Marchese 
of the United States 

Organization for Disabled

Disability Awareness Day
PAGES

Jason Labriola with Ralph 
Marchese.

Athletes visited my school. 
The purpose of .Mr. March- 
ese's visit to the Drexel Av­
enue School was to present a 
Disabilities Awareness Pro­
gram.

Mr. Marchese told us 
how he lost his right hand 
and part of his arm in a 
fireworks explosion. He 
spoke of his determination to 
overcome his handicap. 
Most of all, he emphasized 
the importance of turning a 
negative experience into a 
positive one and then using 
that positive attitude to grow 
and succeed in life.

We learned about the

IPIllKMi

Participants Sought for New Book 

On Aging and Disability
obert Mauro and Elle writes the "Dear Elle" advice 

fjjr^ idecker are request- column in PeopleNet 
. mg volunteers to be Robert Mauro contracted 

interviewed for a new book polio in 1951. He uses a res- 
they will be writing together pirator and an electric
rhTi disability, wheelchair. He earned his
The book will be a view of the degree in Sociology m 1976 

■eRect of the aging process on from Hofstra University on 
people with disabilities. Long Island. He's sold many
, those who are interested ^rticles and two books: Two

Other Students an^Ra^ph'^Marche^e^^oo^k

Paralympics that are held 
every four years. Mr. 
Marchese has participated 
twice and i^ looking forward 
to doing so again in Atlanta 
in 1996.

A lot of people may see a 
disabled person someplace 
and ask them if they need 
help. If they say, "no thank 
you," leave them alone. They 
are just like anybody else.

The students in our 
school learned a great deal 
from Mr. Marchese’s pro­
gram and we thank him for 
taking the time to visit us. 
Jason Labriola is a fifth 
grade student at the Drexel 
Aue. School m Westbury 
where a disabled awareness 
program was presented on 
Dec. 2.



Page Two

We are hopeful that with your help over the next three 
years we can recruit and train the best of the best to 
again represent the United States in the largest disabled 
games the world has ever seen—the 1996 Atlanta 
Paralympic Games.
We have great aspirations for our disabled athletes. 
Please help USODA offer the challenges which will create 
personal growth and allow all of our athletes to compete 
in sports events at every level of competition. Help us 
to help these athletes by adding your name to our 
Honorary Board. PLease sign your name on the statement 
below and return it to USODA in the enclosed envelope by 
June 1, 1994.

Sincerely,

David R. Williamson, President

Enclosures

I agree to be a member of the USODA Honorary Board.

Signature

Date

Please print name and title:



Final Report to the Vice President

George A. Covington 

Special Assistant to the Vice President 

for Disability Policy

Participation In Disability 

Activities & Events 
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wOFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT

WASHI NGTON

Dan Quayle
Vice President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, D.C.

December 1, 1992

Dear Mr. Vice President,

In the past four years you have visited, or been visited by, more than three thousand 
disabled individuals. You have listened to their concerns and expressed your support 
for dozens of organizations representing people with disabilities. You have attended 
gatherings, served as honorary chairman, written letters and taped video 
presentations that have raised money for disability related causes.

No Vice President in the history of this country has done more to help people with 
disabilities. You are the first Vice President to have a Special Assistant to work full 
time on disability issues. You are the first Vice President to visit an Independent Living 
Center. You are the first Vice President to actively support and promote the 
Paralympics, and national sports and recreation activities for Americans with
disabilities.

%
Your early and public support of the Americans with Disabilities Act was appreciated 
throughout the disability community. Your commitment to our cause has helped 
America’s 43 million citizens with disabilities to fight back against the myths, negative 
images and stereotypes that have blocked our way into the mainstream of society.

I hope your support for our issues will set a precedent that future administrations will 
follow. Americans with disabilities should never lose the access they have gained 
through the office of the Vice President.

I am proud to have served you and come to know you.

Sincerely,

George A. Covington



PUBLICATION SUMMARY JULY 1992- DECEMBER 1992

Publication Circulation

Moving Forward 25,000 II
The Telephone Pioneer 800,000

The Press Telegram, Long Beach, CA 122,716

Pratt University Folio 26,000

The Marker 40,000

Bridges 5,000

Paraplegia News 27,000

NRA Newsletter 20,000

The National Focus 25,000

News - Banner 21,000

Times Union 21,000

Arvada Jefferson Sentinal 8,700

Advertiser 7,800

Index - Journal 16,800

Ability 25,000

Metropolis 35,000

TOTAL: 1,226,016



PRINT MEDIA ON DISABILITY ISSUES 

JANUARY 1989 - DECEMBER 1992

FIRST REPORT 
JANUARY 1989 - JUNE 1990

TOTAL: 1.916.000

SECOND REPORT
JULY 1990 - DECEMBER 1991

TOTAL: 5.097.669

THIRD REPORT 
JANUARY 1992 - JUNE 1992 
TOTAL: 3.795.524

FINAL REPORT
JUNE 1992 - DECEMBER 1992
TOTAL: 1.226.016

GRAND TOTAL JANUARY 1989 - DECEMBER 1992
12,035,209



Articles
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Special Section; Report on the 
“Universal Design: Access to Daily 
Living" conference held in May. 
prepared by Pratt Institute's Center for 
Advanced Design Research. (Nov. 1992)

MTHThe first barrier to Universal Design is 

the human mind. If we could put a ramp 

into the mind, the first thing down the 

ramp would be the understanding that all 

barriers are the result of narrow thinking. 

The criteria for making a facility accessible 

and creating a universally designed 

product are the same. Like any other 

project, accessibility is possible when 

imagination and creativity combine with 

the will to accomplish a well-defined goal."
George A. Covington, Special Assistant to the Vice President of the United States for Disability Policy



Universal Design 

Conference 'Went 

Spectacularly 

Well'
m\ l,,,,k ,, sli'p r|,,s,T ti. hr^nminp, wril, umvrrs.il

look ,1 y;Kinl •^li'p liiUMfJ Ih-mik i.n Ihc ml- 
-—' Ini;,; cJi;,- ,,f ,m nlc,i whose lime h.is eome, with the I'r.ill- 

sponsoreJ .onlereiKi' "Umvers.il Design' Access to D.iily hiving" 
lieM Jill ing the sunimei in New York Citv.

I he conteience "\\ent spect.u uhirlv well," snys Ifriicc llmimih 
. ch.niin.in ot inJustrul Jesign, who devised the conference 

'Mih I )r. I Xmiel I echtnei ol h olumN,! medic.il school. "It w.is ,i good 
.duc.ilion.il lomm, hut most useliil were the products Ih.il c.ime out 
ol the conleience-ihe li.inscript, .uidio t.ipes of the sessions, ,ind ,i 
-fi' p.ige piimei. A conteience isn't worth much unless you do some- 
inmg u ilh It. It's ec.iclly the kind of thing I'r.itl should he doing.

loiw ot press c.ime out. I hey ,ill sent someone, .ind Ih.il u ill 
hcl|i yet the word out. I’rettS' good lor ,i lirsi shot."

■\rnold U.is.erm.m, then de.ui ol the school ol ,irt ,md design,
■ lyieed. I h- s.ud the ronlereiH'e ennhied I’r.ilt "lo esl.ihlish itself ,is ,m

onieigmg held ol gre.il import,ime to the
0 'lo ol di sie II II 1 A met ic,111 SI ,( let V "

I l.iMM.ili -..I\s lies looking loivv.iid lo .iiiolhei lonleieiue on uiii 
S eis.il design, ,is u ell ,is conlerences on ecology ,ind design ("life on

■ 1 sill,ill pi,met ) ,ind "design for kids —how kids feel .ihoul design "
1 lo ecpi.ims. VVe II look ,il il .ill ,m unihiell,i ,ippro,ich. I h,il's Iwen 
ll'o philosophv ol design ,il I'r.ill for the p,is| St) yi'.irs '

I he pioimse ol Uno ers.il | X'sigii is Ih.il priHlucIs should he ,uces- 
i"i hiding persons with dis.ihililies. ,As Business Week put 

II. I he principle is simple I’roducis riesigned to he e.isily used h\ dis-
■ iNed indi\ idu.ils ,ilso u ork Better for the rest ot us "

hlose to 4IH1 designers, ni.muf.icturers, reh.ihilit.ilion profession-
■ ils, lourn.ihsts ,ind others interested in the suhject attended the Iwo- 
‘.l,i\ e\ eiil .It the ( ,r,md I h'.ill I -lotel.

Suhiecls .uKIressed ,it conference sessions included Uniyers.il 
lA'sign ypphc.itions m the home, the workpl.ice, and over a person's 
lifespan as the U S. population ages Other sessions addressed the 
[yirticuLir challenges ol transportation and the role of education in 
'Ul\ .lin ing I im rr's.il

Pratt Institute
Universal 

Design
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The Telephone

Vol. 6, No. 1Summer 1992

Quayle hosts Pioneer officers

' ^■7i'-■ s#;*'

Jli::

M
otncrrs met witti vice i" • ident U.in Ounylc to dict.uss /Hoyrci.:. 

t'n<^Y Access program and to present turn with a Hug-a-Bear and a complete set ot p.r-, 
r.sucs ot the Telephone Pioneer Meeting with the vice president were, left to rujtit. Bay 
Gircn past Hngion 2 vice president. Bill Jermain. Association rveculive dncctm e-iry 
fn.itheiwirk .Association president: and Walt Chambers. Region U vice president
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ABIUTY
Crippling Images:
Educating The Vice President By George A. Covington

As Special Assistant to the Vice Presi­
dent, I spend a great deal of my time 
fighting myths, negative images, and 
stereotypes. Not his, but ours. "Ours" 
refers to myself and the 43 million other 
Americans with disabilities.

Two weeks after the 1988 Presidential 
election, I called David Beckwith, who 
had just been appointed Press Secretary 
for Vice President-Elect Quayle. Dave 
and I metin law school and had remained 
fiiends over the years.

"Dave," I said, "it has taken the 
American media 200 years to create the 
negative images and stereotypes they 
use to describe Americans with dis­
abilities. It took them two months to do 
the samejob on your boss. Do you think 
Dan Quayle would like to help us change 
our image if we help him change his?"

Quayle thought it was a great idea. 
The Monday after the inaugmation I 
became the first White House staffer to 
work full time on disability issues.

For most of my adult life. I’ve ex­
plained disability issues in a style that 
has often been called "brisk or blunt". 
Education is a never-ending task, but 
Dan Quayle proved to be the quickest 
learning student I've ever had.

The first thing I told the Vice President 
was that disabled people were tired of 
hearing politicians talk. We were more 
interested in finding a politician who 
would listen.

"Mr. Vice President," I explained, 
"we're tired of being treated like a char­
ity. We want to be treated like any other 
constituency."

Long before I wrote his first speech, 
we discussed the two principles that I 
have used for more than a decade to 
explain disability issues to groups of 
able-bodied people.

The first principle is: People with 
disabilities can lie, cheat, and steal Just 
like able-bodied people. Disabled people 
can be fools, fakes, and firauds just like 
able-bodied people. Ifyou cannot accept 
these statements, you cannot truly accept 
the concept that disabled people are just 
like everyone else, except they have a 
disability. A disability becomes a 
handicap only when structural or attitu- 
dinal barriers make it so.

Some of us with disabilities are 
charming, witty, and highly intelligent; 
some of us are not The disability didn’t 
determine which of us would be sexy 
and which of us would be sexist. A 
disability give us a different perspective, 
not a different personality.

Some of us get married, have children, 
live happily ever after, or some of us get 
divorced (not necessarily in that order). 
Some of us never leave home; most of us 
do.

Some of us have reached a comfort 
level that allows us to debate semantics 
and determine that "cripple" and

"handicapped" are no longer acceptable. 
Others are still debating whether "dis­
abled people" should be replaced with 
"people with disabilities". This later 
debate is generally restricted to the dis­
abled gurus living inside the Washing­
ton, DC beltway. Yes, some of us are 
disabled gurus, or gurus with disabilities, 
if you choose. Many of us feel that we 
are not "visually challenged", "physi­
cally challenged", or, if you're short, 
"vertically challenged". When the ob­
stacles are removed so are the "chal­
lenges".

We are as different and diverse as 
everyone else in the world. We simply 
have a disability.

The second principle is: The road to 
Hell is paved with good intentions. The 
media has always approached disability 
issues with the best of intentions, but 
good intentions are not enough. The 
power of the media is such that its de­
scriptions of disabled people and our 
issues can be devastating.

Dan (Juayle is more acutely aware of 
the effects of media than any Vice 
President in history. He easily under­
stood the media's power to create and 
shape images.

When I introduced the Vice President 
during the swearing in ceremony of Justin 
Dart as Chairman of the President's 
Comminee on Employment of People 
with Disabilities, I told the 125 disabled

continued . .



people prcscni. "Few able-bodied people 
can better understand the problems we 
disabled people face by a negative por­
trayal in the media."

Although the news articles and feature 
stories about disabled people and our 
issues are well-intentioned, in many cases 
they have served to perpetuate stereo­
types and negative attitudes held by the 
general public.

Recent news articles and features have 
tended to divide disabled individuals 
into two categories; the poor, pitiable, 
pathetic aeature of charity or the heroic, 
undefeated "super crip." It is not un­
common to find stories that begin with 
the first image and culminate in the 
second.

The disabled individual as an 
object of charity is an image as old as 
recorded history. Until recently, the 
news media often wrote of disabled in­
dividuals as though they were characters 
from a Gothic horror novel. Disabled 
individuals were "struck down in their 
prime", "afflicted with...", "a victim of...", 
"confined or bound to a wheelchair...", 
or "doomed to a life of..."

Part of the modem image of the dis­
abled person as an object of charity was 
CTeated by organizations attempting to 
raise money for their causes. These 
organizations, with the assistance of the 
news media, have caused generations of 
Americans to see the disabled as poor, 
defenseless children in need of pity and 
charity. Most of these organizations 
were directed and managed by able- 
bodied individuals. While they raised 
hundreds of millions of dollars over the 
past decade, they did little to improve 
the image of people with disabilities. 
Recently a number of these organizations 
have begun to bring disabled people into 
decision making positions.

"Super crip" has been around since the 
penny newspaper, but in recent years 
this image has been the favorite of the

mass media. "Super crip" is a character, 
usually "struck down in the prime of 
life" who fights to overcome insur­
mountable odds to succeed as a mean­
ingful member of society. Through 
strength of wilt, perseverance and hard 
work, the disabled indi vidual achieves a 
"normal" life. Depending on the news 
organization, this scenario might also 
include mother, God, country and the 
active intervention of UFO's or Bigfoot.

Perhaps the most troubling aspect of 
the "super crip" character is that the 
news media herald as "super human" the 
achievement in a disabled person's life 
that would be considered normal, routine 
and completely unnewsworthy in the 
life of an able-bodied person. Too often, 
the news media treat a disabled individual 
who has attained success in his field of 
profession as though he were one of a 
kind. While this one-of-a-kind aspect 
might make for a better story angle, it 
perpetuates in the mind of the general 
public how rare it is for the disabled 
citizen to succeed.

Another problem we have with the 
media is the "I have a handicapped friend" 
syndrome. It sometimes appears that 
every member of the media has one 
disabled acquaintance who, by virtue of 
their disability, is the sole authority on 
all matters of disability. This "friend" is 
quoted as an authority on any matter that 
involves a disability issue. A person 
with a mobility Impairment may not, 
however, be an expert on mobility and 
access problems. One blind person may 
be an expert on technology, while another 
blind person may have no interest in the 
subject, and thus no knowledge of the 
issue.

The problem is a circular one. It is as 
young members of the general public 
that men and women of the news media 
derive their attitudes about people with 
disabilities. As a former journalism pro­
fessor, I know the images and stereo­
types of disabled people are not left at

the front door of the journalism school 
but remain to become a part of the psyche 
of the working reporter. With the ap­
pearance of these reporters' news sto­
ries, the cycle begins again.

Good intentions with bad results are 
not restricted to the press. Too often in 
the past, able-bodied individuals and 
groups came up with projects and 
products that they knew "would be great 
for handicapped people." They never 
bothered to ask disabled people for input. 
Their enthusiasm was great, but their 
Idea or product was a disaster. They 
were more interested in a "warm and 
fuzzy" concept than they were in a sub­
stantive idea. Often their feelings were 
hurt when disabled people threw the 
cold water of reality on what had been 
the warm glow of poorly directed good 
intentions. It is too late to ask for our 
input after the conaete has been poured 
and the last nail driven. Tens of millions 
of dollars have been wasted on projects 
for disabled people that had little or no 
input from disabled people. Able-bodied 
people must learn to ask us if we need it, 
want it. or can afford it Ask us, then 
listen.

In his first two years in office, the Vice 
President met one-on-one and listened 
to more disabled people than all the 
previous Vice Presidents in history. 
Through his speeches, meetings, and 
visits he has raised the disability issue to 
a level of national interest never before 
achieved by an elected official.

In the past three-and-a-half years Dan 
Quayle has become familiar with dis­
abled people and their issues. He knows 
that a middle class, white male in a 
wheelchair is not the "average" disabled 
person. He knows we are male and 
female, that we come in all sizes and 
ages, and that our skin has many hues. 
Although Dan Quayle has known dis­
abled individuals and their issues all of 
his public and private life, he continues 
to listen and to learn about us.
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Bridging
the
Ability 
Magazine
hopes to build undostanding 

of issues facing the disabled

8y Wesdylef
S'ai' »!•»

cor^e Covintr^jn 'ememCHTn:
■ ihe cold winter nighi the

ambitious young oiagazint- 
publisher came to see him.

The call from Chet Cooper had 
intrigued Co\'ington, Bpecial assistant 
to the vice president for dtsabtlj’-y pol- 
icv. Cooper was m town and had 
a^ed for a meeting but had no refer- 
eoces — which typically clear the 
way for an outsider to reach Wash­
ington's inner sanctum — and 
Covington really didn't have the time 
Bui Cooper "sounded Like a nice guy." 
so he agr^

Cooper, based in Irvme. had an 
idea for a new magazine that would 
address issues concerning people with 
disabiiiues and wanted Covin^n's 
mpuL He showed him a prototype, 
and the two talked for two boun m 
Covinnon'a office. Over dinner, they 
taiked for two more

"He •■‘•ab a."! cnergoiir voung rr.an 
with a lx of great ideas v.ho reeded a 
lot of help and direction." Covir.gtor. 
recall*- "I told him folks to talk to 
and soe '

Se'crjl rror.'-h.'- later tnp 
line Coopor eri'.-isioned hai evolved 
from an en’erpnsmg idea lo a 
naUonaJ p-Dlicaiion that is wending 
its way lo newsstands around the 
country The premier issue of Ability 
Magaiine, off the presses in June, fca 
lured deaf ictress Marlee Mailin on 
the cover Cooper says the bimonthly 
magazine, uTiticn in an "upbeat, pos­
itive style." will regularly showcase 
human iniertsl stones, iniemews 
with ceJebniies with disabilities, 
reports on new technologies and 
advances for disabled people, support

kg5
wp

r Uwt Coop*r revKwt Iht nXor Mpnboin md eotor Iwyt tor AMRy Hogolno.

center listings, and other resources
But just B5 important, it is 

designed to increase uodersland 
Lcg of disability issues — in part 
b;. nelpmg reacers to Lclerprei 
the .oe* Americans with DisabiL- 
lies Act — and appeal to a 
broader audience As Cooper puts 
:t "Our goal is to bring Abil­
ity Magarioe lo mainstream Amenca.”

And that has been an ambi­
tious undertaking for the 37- 
year-old Cooper, who acknowl­
edges he was venturing into 
wnai for him was unfam.llar ter­
ritory (He IS not disabled) Pub- 
lis.her of another publication, ar. 
Orange County lifestyle maga­
zine known as Style Newport, he 
studjed biology in college and has 
a background that includes 
developing a lioe of children's 
clothing, creating a Line of greei- 
iDg cards, owning health clubs, 
a.nd modeling So he began to 
educate himself in disability 
issues, attending conferences, 
talking and meeUng with disabil­
ity advocates, seeking advice 
from established organizations, 
assembling a staff. This has 
meant a hectic scricdule that 
sometimes keeps him in the 
office- as late ‘or early) as f. a m 

"V/he.". 1 jump into somcLhing.
1 lump L'.." he says

All the while, toopcf lolks 
about what Le seas as the tnaga

zjoe's vast potential. He notes 
that there are 43 million Ameri­
cans with disabilities and that 
statistics show that 85 percent of 
Americans will have a disabil­
ity at some point in theii lives. 
"Yet we bve in denial." be says. 
"We shut people out We Mgre- 
gate thee-" Ability Magaana. he 
says, will provide information 
and updates on how businesses 
are compiying with the Ameri­
cans w-iib Disabilities Act, which 
took effect lo July snd is 
designed to protect the disabled 
iroin discrimination in employ­
ment. public accommodations, 
trarsporution and lelecommum- 
cainns

.Anot.her hope is that the mag­
azine can help match people with 
disabilities with employers who 
want to hire them. Ability is 
sponsoring JOBS (Job Opportuni­
ty Business Service), a nonprofit 
sy'stem scheduled to begin next 
month in which employers, for a 
fee, can place job listings in 
'‘electronic classified ads.”

The first issue of Ability fea­
tured a cover story on Mallin. 
who co-stars as an assistant dis­
trict attorney in the KBC senes 
"Reasonable Doubts," and 
mcludcc an umde on stand-up 
comediuis with disabilities, a 
story on a youub with a spinal 
iricry who uses a computer to 
simuJaw r.;ght in aircraft, and a 
pitxi on the 1W3 Special Olym­

pics World Winter Games to be 
held in Austria. Also tn the first 
issue was a story on software 
that assists m rehabilitating peo­
ple with cognitive impairmenls, 
a piece on a theater organizadon 
that trains and employs disabled 
people, a review of the ADA and 
a yellow pages section that lisu 
national and regional support 
centers for people with disabUi- des.

The next issue, behind sched­
ule but due out "soon." (3ooper 
says, will feature a cover story on 
Andrea Friedman, who has 
Down’s syndrome and appears ou 
the ABC series "Life Coes Or. ' 
The third will spotlight Cher, 
who has dyslexia

Moat of the stones are done by 
free-lance writers. Cooper says 
One of the oeweet to sign up 
actress and stand-up comedienne 
Geri Jewell, who appeared in the 
MBC sitcom 'The Facts of Life ' 
and has cerebral palsy. .Another 
free-lancer has myasthenia 
pavis. another a "hearing prot> 
lera." Cooper says One stall 
member has dyslexia

The bulk of staJf members o-:) 
not have a disability, although 
Cooper says the magazine is 
"expanding" and ihal if mferes: 
ed people with disabilities ihmk 
they "can help, we re always 
loolung ’■

Ability Magazine, pubiiilied m 
Irvine, was launched co less than

I150.D00. and Cooper says ne has 
been able to keep expenses down 
with the help of individuals and 
businesses he has worked with 
who helped offset some of the 
costa. "] owned a printing busi­
ness and a small ed agency." he 
says "1 know how to cut my 
costs

'‘This LS such a ma;or goaJ to 
bnng this thing ud fruition." he 
adds. "I m lucky enough to be 
creative in finding people who 
can help '

Local reaction to the new rnag- 
ajne — which selL* for S3 95 - 
has been difficult lo gauge 
becau.-e many Long Beach area 
advocates for the disabled sav 
thev r.ave not yet seen it But 
CaLhy DeMetlo. progra.m da-eci,-’f 
for the Santa ,Ana dubhouie of 
the Dayie McIntosh Center for 
the Disabled in Ar.aneim. has 
and IS impressed. "It made me 
icei really good," says Dc.Mv^lo. a 
former program director for tne 
Belly Ciooney Ce.ite: in Long 
Beacn "h looks like it car. com­
pote *iih any magaiinc or, a 
r-.ij?aL-".e rack "

Lovingron believes Ability dis­
tinguishes Itself because other 
ciagaz.'.cs that address cisahiiiiy 
issues are geared more specincai- 
ly In i.'t- "disabled c-ir-u.-vunity " 

"-Abti.tyi .Magaz.ine ap;)C.irs ;n 
me to >• 8 bridge between the 
disabled comtcunitv and ’.ne 
aMo brdted conrru mt y." says 
Cci-_vx'a. who ^ l«Bally blind



Wheels in Action
Vice President Dan Quayle hands flags to 
Paralympian swimmers Linda Mastandrea 
(Chicago) and Brenda Smith (Rockville, MD).

VEEP RECEIVES AWARDS
I n an August 5 ceremony at the White 
I House, Vice President Dan Quayle 
I presented an American flag to repre­
sentatives of the team participating in 
the 1992 Barcelona Paralympics. The 
gesture recognized the integrity and in­
tensity of America's top athletes with 
disabilities. In return, the Vice President 
received two separate awards for his 
leadership in the disability community.

Bill Nichols, president of the American 
Disability Channel, gave Quayle a plaque 
for bringing about positive change in the 
media. The award was inscribed. “For 
your outstanding leadership in communi­
cating the message of freedom on behalf 
of people with disabilities."

The second plaque, from Dr. Len 
Sawisch, president of the US Organiza­
tion of Disabled Athletes (USODA), 
read, “In great appreciation for your 
continuing efforts to bring attention to 
the disabled-sports movement in Ameri­
ca, and for your continued support for 
the consensus ol 42 million Americans 
with disabilities. You are a true friend."

President George Bush and Quayle 
supported the enactment of the Ameri­
cans With Disabilities Act (ADA).

PARAPLEGIA NEWS

November 1992
Volurne46 Number II
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CENTER PERSPECTIVES

American Business Community Called to Action
The business community was called to 
action through the publication of a 
special Business Week supplement 
(October 28. 1991) titled, 'Willing and 
Able; Americans with Disabilities in the 
New Work Force." Pictured above, 
along with Vice President Dan Quayle 
(fourth from left) who received a 
leather-bound edition of the Business 
Week supplement, are Dr. Sylvia 
Walker, Director of the Howard 
University Research and Training 
Center; Alan Reich, President of the 
National Organization on Disability, 
William DeGraff, Director of Sales for 
Business Week; Harold W. McGraw, 
111, Executive Director of McGraw-Hill; 
Evan Kemp, Chairman of the Equal 
Employment Opportunity Commission; 
and John W. Patten, Business Week 
publisher. The 37-page special insert 
provided vital information and insights 
(Continued on page 2).

George Covington (rigfu) of the Vice 
President's office receives recognition.

George Covington Makes a 

Real Difference
George A. Covington, the frrst White 
House person to deal solely with 
disability and policy issues, was given 
recognition by the Howard University 
and Research and Training Center 
(HURTC) on May 12, 1992 at the 
Third Annual "Bridges to Leadership 
2000" Youth Career Day Conference, 
held at Howard University's Blackburn 
Center. Mr. Covington, wbo is Special 
Assistant for Disability Policy to Vice 
President Dan Quayle, is the first 
person to serve in this position on the 
White House staff. He has served as 
advisor to the Vice President since 
January of 1989. Mr. Covington is an 
anomey who's career has included the 
fields of journalism, education, 
government, and disability dvil rights. 
He is a former journalism college 
(Continued on page 3)

m



The Marker
HUNTINGTON'S DISEASE SOCIETY OF AMERICA

\ .i .Vo 9 Summer 1992

PITTSBURGH TO HOST SEVENTH 

ANNUAL HDSA CONVENTION
The Western Pennsylvania Chapter 
of the Huntinfrton's Di.sease Sociel\' 
of .-\merira w ill host the Se\ enth 
Annual HDSA Convention in 
[f-l-hinuh. :il-Ai;e::-t 2

An an;i\ ul presenlaliori.s anfl 
v.ork'hr,p~ uill feature proff.-<sion■ 
ais and .scientists repre.seiiting a 
fin,ad ramp,,- of HI)-related evpei - 
ti't The emphasis uti research in 
thi' ve<ir ' coruention is reflected 
in the theme of the.- event. "It's 
Time to I ure Huntington s Dis­
ease

Kevnote spt-tiker at the tradi­
tional Saturdav Resetirch Lun­
cheon. August 1. will be Dr. 
Michael Hav den F’mfc ssnr of 
Medical (renetics ;il the- L niversitv 
of P,rU!sh Columbia ■ L'FU' ■.
V a.ncfiUV'.-r Dr Ha\dc-n heads the

predictive testing program for 
Huntington’s Disease at UBC, and 
was elected last year to the post of 
Secretary-General of the World 
Federation of Neurology Research 
Crroup on Huntington’s Disease 
He IS currently directing a stud> of 
the effectiveness of a new- drug in 
slowing the rate of progression in
HD.

Dr Hayden w'ill talk about 
recent developments in genetics 
and other areas of HD research.

A Fnday afternoon research 
panel discussion will be moderated 
b> Dr. P. Michael Conneally. 
Distinguished Professor of Medical 
Genetics at Indiana University 
School of Medicine

Dr Conneally will be joined by 
Continued on page 10

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR MEETS 

WITH VICE PRESIDENT

t-m
t Wmrn

Keynote speaker Dr. Michael Hayden

, ON THE INSiS®
W- V:

HDSA fxecu/ive Director 
Stephen Bajardi met mth 
Vice president Dan Quayle 
in Washington, DC, April 1-1. 
Bajardi led a delegation of 
Long Island business leaders 
who support the annual 
George C. Powell Coif 
Classic, a fundraiser to 
benefit the Greater New 
YorkAong Island Chapter of 
HDSA. Vice President 
Quayle has agreed to serve 
as Honorary Chairman for 
this year's event Baiardi 
thanked Mr. Quayle toi hi^ 
involvement and his support 
of the HD cause

t SroirfaAtTspurgn W

STAKES ON NEW ' ■ t
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Special Assistant to 

Dan Quayle to Speak 

in San Diego
eorge Covington, Special Assis-

Sis;’92

1 tani for Di.sability Policy to Vice 
President Quayle, will favor NRA 
members w'lth a keynote address at the 
'92 Annual Conference. He is the first 
person to serve in this position on the 
White House Staff, and has served as 
advisor to the Vice President stnce 
January of 1989.

Mr. Covington is an attorney 
who's career has included the fields of 
journalism, education, government, 
and disability civil nghts. He is a for­
mer journalism college professor and 
federal regulation writer.

He w'us born legally blind, with less 
than 10 percent lunctional vision, in 
194.1 m east Texas He attended public 
sc bools and graduated w ith degrees in 
both lourn.ilism and law Irom the Cni- 
\ersits ol I'exas al .Austin

George Covington first received 
national media attention for his work 
in developing techniques that allowed 
individuals with severe visual impair­
ments to use photography as a tool for 
seeing. He has given numerous work 
shops and lectures in photography at 
the Smithsonian Institution and col­
lege campuses. His photography man­
ual "Lei Your Camera Do The Seeing: 
The World's First Photography Man­
ual for the Legally Blind" is available 
free to the blind and physically dis­
abled through the Library of Con­
gress.

For the past fifteen years Coving­
ton's primary interest has focused on 
the elimination of negative stereo- 
t>pcs of disabled pieople within the 
mass medi,i

George A Covington. Special Assistant For 
Disability Policy to Vice President Quayle
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Aimerica's Disability Channel hosts first awards
WASHINGTON D.C. — 

America's Disability Channel isn’t avail­
able in every state — yet. According to 
ADC's president and CEO, Bill Nichols, 
!he timing is right for ADC and ADC is 
right for the time — and for a full-service 
network for people with disabilities.

America’s Disability Channel, based 
.n San Antonio, is carried on 25 per cent 
of the nation’s cable TV homes. Nichols 
!S preparing to expand programming to 
18 hours perday, premiering new shows, 
including former anchorwoman Donna 
Cline, with the Donna Cline Show.

Featuring entertainment and infor­
mation programming on all disabilities, 
the Silent Network (TSN) program ser­
vice is part of ADC's programming sched­
ule featuring cultural programming for 
the deaf and hearing impaired.

ADC has been hard at work to pre­
mier expanded disabilities programming 
and air time. Its first annual ADC televi­
sion awards presentation awards on May 
26, will be featured, withother announce­
ments by ADC in a one-hour, produced- 
for-television special in a special pre­
miere this Fall.

Award-winners honored on May 26 
at the Washington Hilton were Justin 
Dart, receiving the first Justin Dart Award; 
ADC’s newly-formed Congressional Ad­
visory Board was presented with the 
Eagle Spirit Award.

Mattel Toys, The Rainbow Award; 
Jim Brady for the first Jim Brady Televi­
sion Award; The ARC (Association for 
Retarded Citizens), the Golden Apple 
Award;

Harold Russell for the first Harold

Russell Award; Cox Cable of Omaha 
received the Affiliate of the Year Award. 
McDonald’s and the Mike Sewell Family 
were the recipients of the Mike Sewell 
Award; Special Olympics International 
received the Pinnacle Award.

Kal Kan received the T.J. O’Rourke 
Award, and Disney World, Red Lobster 
and Delta Airlines were the recipients of 
the Destinations Unlimited Award.

The Torch of Freedom Award was 
presented to the United States Ski Team 
George Covington, Special Advisor to 
the Vice President on Disabilities Issues 
accepted a special award for Vice Presi­
dent Dan Quayle, for his Public Service 
Announcement. The PSA was a mes­
sage of freedom and the Barcelona Spe­
cial Olympics in which the Vice President 
appeared. “I don’t t hink you’ve ever seen 
a PSA that the Vice President of the 
United States had a hand in writing," said 
Covington. The wording was the Vice 
President’s.

ADC provides full access by 
cablecasting in four communications 
forms simultaneously. Sign Language 
by performing artists, open-captioning, 
with all programming having on-screen 
subtitles assisting people who are deaf, 
bilingual and learning to read, audio de­
scriptive narration, and full sound. ^ 

Its primary formats are lifestyle, travel, 
entertainment, variety, docu-dramas, 
movies, interaction, magazine, children, 
and sports. 96 percent of ADC program­
ming is original and cable-exclusive.

For information contact America’s 
Disability Channel, 1777 N.E. Loop 410, 
Suite 1401, San Antonio, Tx 78217.

mmDonna Cline will premiere her show 
on the American Disabilities 
Channel this fall.

George Covington, special assis­
tant to Vice President Dan Quayle 
on disabilities Issues.
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Lakewood, CO 
Arvada Jefferson Sentinal 

Denver Met Area 
Thursday, August 27,1992

w

mChristine Lynn George of Golden
was recently awarded $10,00 and met with 
Vice President Dan Quayle as one of the nine 
students nationwide to win a Discover Card 
tribute Award Scholarships. George was the 
bronze medal recipient in the vocational/ 
technical studies category.
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a tool for 5mng.
MOST I’EOi’LL SLi: lo phuio^aph, I phoiograpl) loso.. 
I was born Icgalls blind with 20/400 vision in both eyes 
Because of a combination of astigmatism, nsstagmus. 
eccenmc fixation, and myopia (alJ acute), my eyesight was 
not optically correctable Over the past 2(J years, I have 
lost most ot this sTsion due to a retina degeneration 
problem. Presently, I function with less than five percent 
of normal vision on the penphery of my nght eye.

Shortly alter my retina loss began, I discovered that 
photography aDowed me to keep this pnceless channel of 
perception open. It was startling to look at a self-portrait 
and realize that 1 had stopped seeing myself in a mirror. 
It was equalK stanling to realize I had stopped seeing the 
faces of im friends and relatives. If I had not become se­

riously interested m photography at that point in m\- 
lile. I would todas consider myself blind As it is, as long 
as I can photograph, I w ill not be blind.

Photographs allows me to see s\ hat I otherwise would 
not be able to see.

"How'" IS most people's first reaction. The anssser is 
simple; a photograph is not reality, but an abstraction of 
It. A black-and-\\ hite print rransfomis the nulbons of col­

ors. shades, and tones ot reality to a few shades of gray 
between black and \\ hue. Confusing three-dimensional 
shapes and toriiis are reduced to simple two-dimension­

al representations The black-and-white pnnt allows in­

dividuals svith diminished \ision to hold the world in their 
hands and \ ie\s it from their own best perspective.

I started to studs photography senouslv 2ft years ago 
ss hen three seenungly unrelated events came together: I 
began to lose ms sight. I svas dating a svoman who stud­

ied photographs, and I discovered a camera that could be 
focused without perfect s-ision.

The design features ot the Rollei B 35 seemed intend­

ed for a person ss ith impaired vision. The light meter svas 
built into the top of the camera and svas easily visible 
through the handheld 10-posver magnifier I used for 
reading. The F-stops and shutter-speed controls svere 
on the lens barrel ot the camera and easv to see. Also, the 
F-stops and shutter speeds could be determined by the 
number of clicks as the controls svere turned.

The camera iwed a "scale functioning system," mean­

ing that the photographer set the distance from the 
camera to the Mibiect b\ dialing a scale on the lens bar­

rel in feet or meters B\ controlling the F-stop, the 
photographer knesv ss hat svould be in focus. Those svere 
the da\ s vs hen the brains w ere in the photographer, not 
in the c.miera.
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To
Dan C?aciyl^ \

\^ice F*resident of the United States \ ;
/ In grateful appreciation for your untiring efforts to bring attention to the disabled sports movement Y 
/ in America, and for your continued support for the concerns of 42 million Americans with disabilities. \

Your are a true friend.
Presented by;

United States Organization for Disabled Atheletes 
August 5 . 1 992
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DIGNITY AND QUALITY OF LIFE FOR ALL AMERICANS
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liiTOlHAViE OP^D yQlJR DOORS AND 
IllSTElSl) lb IJS AND rtA\^

ACCEPTED OUR CHALUENGES AND HAVE BEEN OUR ALLY-WHEN WE 
iliiflM^^iM(liED!bi]TS:'Vbii-:WD^HAii:'^mRK^

YOUR PERSdNAL BWOLVEMENT IN OUR STRUGGLE FOR EQUALITY AND
Yoi^ sn^cERE Concern for the many DipncuLTissiJES cpNFRON^G

i I^OTEGRAliON M WEAU^
.:;i.;:vXyx:x;rx:x:iM:x:;:S:x:2XXx;x ■■vX. ■;;X::;x;;::-.:--yy;^x::::yS:X::x
i>THE MEl^ERS PAIULYZED VETERANS OF AMERICA ARE DEEWY^^^^^ j X 
lORmibu FOR YOUR m
I GOTmNlJED COMlVflTMENT AND ASSIS1ANCE, WE SHALL PERSEVERE

Rendition Aw4»rd
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Vice President of the United States

FOROUTSTANDING LEADERSHIP IN 
COMMUNICATING THE MESSAGE OF FREEDOM 

BEHALF OFVEOPLEWFHmABIUTIES
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pr. Bill Nichole President
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OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT

WASHI NGTON

Dan Quayle
Vice President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, D.C.

December 1, 1992

Dear Mr. Vice President,

In the past four years you have visited, or been visited by, more than three thousand 
disabled individuals. You have listened to their concerns and expressed your support 
for dozens of organizations representing people with disabilities. You have attended 
gatherings, served as honorary chairman, written letters and taped video 
presentations that have raised money for disability related causes.

No Vice President in the history of this country has done more to help people with 
disabilities. You are the first Vice President to have a Special Assistant to work full 
time on disability issues. You are the first Vice President to visit an Independent Living 
Center. You are the first Vice President to actively support and promote the 
Paralympics, and national sports and recreation activities for Americans with
disabilities.

%

Your early and public support of the Americans with Disabilities Act was appreciated 
throughout the disability community. Your commitment to our cause has helped 
America’s 43 million citizens writh disabilities to fight back against the myths, negative 
images and stereotypes that have blocked our way into the mainstream of society.

I hope your support for our issues will set a precedent that future administrations will 
follow. Americans with disabilities should never lose the access they have gained 
through the office of the Vice President.

I am proud to have served you and come to know you.

Sincerely,

George A. Cc^ingtonL CcMngton



After January 15, 1993

On January 15, 1993, my detail to the Office of the Vice 

President will end. I will be working in the Special 
Programs and Populations Branch of the National Park 

Service. I can be reached at the following address:

George A.Covingten)
Special Programs & Populations Branch
National Park Service
P.O. Box 37127
Washington D.C. 20013-7127

(202) 343-3674

My home address will remain:

George A. Covington 

2130 P Street N.W. #723 

Washington D.C. 20037


