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A: If a person receiving SSI is under age 22, not married or head of household, and
regularly attending school, SSA does not count up to $400 of earned income per month

when figuring that person’s SSI payment amount. The maximum yearly exclusion is
$1,620.

Q: When was the Student Earned Income Exclusion (SEIEC) last increased?

The SEIEC has never been increased. The amounts for this exclusion have remained
unchanged since the regulations to implement the SSI program were issued. The SSI
program began January 1974,

Q: How many disabled youth could be eligible for the Student Earned Income
Exclusion ?

A: There are 20,000 young people between the ages of 18-21 who currently receive SSI ’,‘F‘&
Of that number 7,000-8,000 use the SEIE. s
) ﬂ{ﬁ J?V‘fS‘

Youth to Work Initiative AN

ad

Q: What is the Youth-to-Work initiative?

A: The Youth-to-Work initiative is an interagency effort to construct and coordinate, under
the leadership of the President’s Task Force on Employment of Adults with
Disabilities, research, programs and services focused on supporting young people with
disabilities as they transition to the workforce. The Youth-to-Work Initiative will
include interagency collaboration between the Departments of Labor, Education, Health
and Human Services, the Social Security Administration, the Office of Personnel
Management, and other appropriate Federal agencies.

Why is the initiative important?

A: Young people with disabilities face many barriers to employment including low
educational and employment expectations, as well as low educational attainment. And,

many young people do not know how to access government programs that could
support their transition to work.

As of 1999, there were 416,000 youth between the ages of 18 and 24 on Supplemental
Security Income (SSI) or Social Security Disability Insurance (SSDI), Less than one
percent of this population currently leaves these programs to join the workforce.

With the labor market demanding higher levels of education and skills, the completion
of high school and further education is critical. Improving the postschool, transition,

and independent living results of young people with disabilities will result in an
increase in their employment opportunities.
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Clinton to Propose More Generous Policy for the Disabled

By ROBERT PEAR

WASHINGTON, Feb. 11 «— The
Clinton Admiaictraton will propose
a more generous policy on Friday
regarding the psyment af cash bene-
tits to disabled people under Soclal
security. Administranon officlale
said teday.

Feor the #irst me 1 nearly a dec-
1de, tha Government will propose an
ncrease in the amount of monay that
people may eam while receiving dis-
abllity beneflte,

The ilmit on earmings is ngw §500 a
month. and it has been at that level
since January 1990. The Commis-
sioner of Social Securiry, Kenneth §,
Apfel, will {ssue 3 proposed rule in-
ereasing the Umit to $700, officials
said. After reviewing public com-
ments. the Commissloner has the
authority to roake the change, which
would take effect on June 1.

Vice President Al Gore plans to
announce the proposal on & Visit L0
Albany on Friday.

4By proposing an Increase in the
allowable monuwnly earnings from
$300 to $700 a month — a 40 percent
Increase —~ we are enabling Ameri-
cang with disabilities 1o make the
most of their abilities,” Mr. Gore
said in the text of hie prepared re-
ma-ks,

Sae:a) Security officlals said the
ehange caild help 250,000 peaple a
yaar. Those who recejve disability
benetits are automatcally eliglble

Tt —DA-DQA0A 17: 08

Tor Medicare alter & Two-year wait-
ng period, and for many, the Medi-
care coverage is even more valuabdle
whan the cash benehts.

Among thate who sought the
change ts Tipper Gore, the Vice
President's wife, Since the early
1880's, she has been & zealous advo-
cate for people with mental Ulness

An attempt to help
more disabled people
become self-
sufficient.

and retardation.

Martha E. Ferd, a lobbyist far the
Arc. formerly known a3 the Associa-
tion for Retarded Citizens, welcomed
the proposed change.

*Thig 1€ an impartant step, long
awalied, ang it will help a lot of
people,”” Ms. Ford sald, “Tt will make
a significant difference for tower:
income workers who are ceverely
disabled and need continued sup-
port.”

Ms. Ford sal¢ the change would
benefit many people with disabilitles
who work at food service jobs or at

41098539013

entry-evel positions in supermar-
kets and rerail stores. Disabled
workers earming $500 ta §760 a month
are now incligible for beneflts, but
could quality under the new policy.

The Admimstrauon plans to make
2 similar change In 2 related pro-
gram, Supplernental  Security n-
come. The White House caid e
changes, taken together, would cost
the Government $1.2 billion over five
vears. Sacial Security benefits for
dizabled workers now average $733 a
month

Adminiseratinn  officials did not
suggest any specific way 10 pay for
the addad benefils but said the cost
would somehow be covered In the
overal] context of 2 balanced budget.

With unemploymant new al 4.3
percent, the lowest level In 2¢ years,
many employers have difficulty find-
tng workers, and some spy they are
mnre willing to hire peopie with dls-
abilities. Because of racent incredses
in the minlmum wage, row $5.15 an
hour, workers with disabilitles are
more likely to reach the earnings
lumaix of §500 a month.

While people with disabilitics have
not generally been viewed as a big
vatlng blog, disability rights have
won bipartisan aupport. President
Clinton recently proposed a new tax
eredit and new health insyranco op-
tions ta help people with djsabslities
go back to werk,

Twa Republican Senators, Willinm

v, Roth Jr. of Delaware and James
M. Jeifords of Vermont, have joincd
Mr. Clinton ia supporming a bill thac
would expand Mediceid and Medi-
care so disabled people could retain
the'r health benefits when they re-
turn 10 work Former Senator 3cb
Dale, himself a disabled war veteran,
urged Congress last week 1o past the
bill as a way lo increase the number
of disabled people who work and pay
raxes.

Under Federal law, 3 parson is
said to be disabled I{ he or che is
unable to engape in ''substantial
gapful activiy'” because of a physi-
cal or menial impairment thit i
expected 10 cause dearh or to last 12
roonths or mord.

Under the current rules. if a per-
san io earming more than $500 &
month (3fter subtractlng cartain
work expences), he 15 cansidered to
be engaging in substanual gainful
activity and therefare not disadiad.

The ultimate objective of the neWw
pohey ls to help disabled people gt
jobs and becomne salt-sufficient.

“Jf even a small fraction of the
people receiving disabllity benefils
could go to work' Mr. Gore seid
nwe would save billions of dollars in
the long run.”
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