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DOLE HONORED ON ANNIVERSARY OF FIRST SENATE SPEECH 
Wichita Eagle (WE) - FRIDAY, April 15, 1994 
By: Tom Webb, Eagle Washington Bureau 
Edition: City Edition Section: Main News Page: 3a 
Word Count: 476

TEXT:
WASHINGTON If you're under 30, you won't remember a time when Bob Dole 
wasn't a senator from Kansas, fighting for his beliefs, needling Democrats 
and making provocative speeches.

On Thursday, Dole marked the 25th anniversary of his first Senate 
speech by giving proud and poignant views about Americans with 
disabilities. In return, he received a surprise tribute from someone who 
likes public speaking as much as he does President Bill Clinton.

Clinton visited a special Dole luncheon Thursday, lauding the Kansas 
Republican's ''personal courage'' on behalf of Americans with disabilities. 
That was the topic of Dole's first Senate speech on April 14, 1969, when 
the young Kansas senator challenged the country to improve access, job 
opportunities, health care and education for 42 million disabled Americans.

''Too many handicapped persons lead lives of loneliness and despair,'' 
Dole said in 1969. ''Too many feel, and too many are cut off from our 
work-oriented society; too many cannot fill empty hours in a satisfying, 
constructive manner.''

At Thursday's luncheon, Clinton said, ''I went back and read Senator 
Dole's speech from 25 years ago. It reads as well today as it did then. 
Perhaps to those who weren't as sensitive as we should have been 25 years 
ago, it reads better today.

''It was one of those magic moments in the history of the Congress, 
and maybe of our country, which reminds us all that, for all our 
differences, there is a common core that unites us when we are all at our 
best.''

The April 14 date carries a double meaning for Dole. It's also the day 
he became disabled himself, when he was seriously wounded and permanently 
disabled during World War II.

On Thursday, Dole marked the 25th anniversary of his Senate speech 
with warm tributes from both Republicans and Democrats some of whom have 
been savaged on occasion by Dole's caustic tongue, and some of whom have 
lashed back. It's also noteworthy that Dole was in the Senate for almost 
four months in 1969 before he made his first speech.

''But once he started, he was hard to shut up,'' wrote biographer



Richard Ben Cramer.

On Thursday, Dole updated his 1969 remarks about disabled Americans by 
highlighting both progress and obstacles. Major strides include the 
Americans with Disabilities Act, which opened access, and better health 
care through Medicare and Medicaid. But perhaps attitudes have changed the 
most. Dole suggested.

•'Fifty years ago, we had a president, Franklin Roosevelt, who could 
not walk and believed it necessary to disguise that fact from the American 
people,'' he said. ''Today I trust that Americans would have no problem in 
electing as president a man or woman with a disability.''

CAPTION:
PHOTO: President Clinton praises Sen. Bob Dole's work on behailf of
Americans with disabilities Thursday at a Washington luncheon for the 
Kansas Republican, at right with his wife, Elizabeth.
Associated Press 
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LEGI-SLATE Report for the 103rd Congress Wed, October 5, 1994 12:18pm (EOT

QUICK BILL 
S. 2016 by Sen. Robert Dole (R-KS)

National Commission on the Future of Disability Act

Remarks by Members:

04/14/94 — In The SENATE
Remarks by DOLE (R-KS) in "Congressional Record” (CR Page S-4334) 
Remarks by HARKIN (D-IA) in "Congressional Record" (CR Page S-4337) 
Remarks by BIDEN (D-DE) in "Congressional Record" (CR Page S-4338)

Washington Post Articles:
Currently, no articles found with reference to S. 2016 

National Journal Articles:
Currently, no articles found with reference to S. 2016 

CQ Weekly Report Articles:
Currently, no articles found with reference to S. 2016 

BNA Online:
Currently, no articles found with reference to S. 2016
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LEGI-SLATE Report for the 103rd Congress Tue, October 4, 1994 3:59pm (EOT)

Search of 9,520 Bills and Resolutions to Find 2...

Sponsored by Sen. Robert Dole (R-KS)
AND With reference in caption to 'DISABILITY'

S. 1256 by DOLE (R-KS) — Disability Rights in American Foreign Policy Act of 
1993 [62 lines]

Official Title (Caption):
A bill to amend the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 to examine the status 

of the human rights of people with disabilities worldwide.

Most Recent Action:

07/16/93 — In The SENATE 
Introduced by DOLE (R-KS)

Referred to Senate Committee on Foreign Relations
Remarks by DOLE (R-KS) in "Congressional Record" (CR Page S-8912)
Full text of measure printed in "Congressional Record" (CR Page S-8912)

08/05/93 — In The HOUSE
Extensions to Remarks by HOYER (D-MD) in "Congressional Record" (CR Page 

E-1995)

02/23/94 — In The SENATE
Remarks by DOLE (R-Kngressional Record" (CR Page S-1741)

04/14/94 — In The SENATE
Remarks by DOLE (R-KS) in "Congressional Record" (CR Page S-4334)

-No. 2 of 2-

S. 2016 by DOLE (R-KS) — National Commission on the Future of Disability Act 
[228 lines]

Official Title (Caption):
A bill to establish a National Commission on the Future of Disability, and 

for other purposes.

Most Recent Action:

04/14/94 — In The SENATE 
Introduced by DOLE (R-KS)

Referred to Senate Committee on Finance
Remarks by DOLE (R-KS) in "Congressional Record" (CR Page S-4334)
Full text of measure printed in "Congressional Record" (CR Page S-4336) 
Remarks by HARKIN (D-IA) in "Congressional Record" (CR Page S-4337) 
Remarks by BIDEN (D-DE) in "Congressional Record" (CR Page S-4338)
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103d congress
2d Session S.2016

To establish a National Commission on the Future of Disability, and for
other purposes.

IN THE SENATE OP THE UNITED STATES
April 14 (legislative day, April 11), 1994

Mr. Dole introduced the follo\ving bill; which was read twice and referred to
the Committee on Finance

A BILL
To establish a National Commission on the Future of 

Disability, and for other purposes.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

2 tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
3 SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

4 This Act may be cited as the “National Commission

5 on the Future of Disability Act”.
6 SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

7 The Congress finds that—

8 (1) the Nation’s proper goals regarding individ-

9 uals with disabilities are to ensure equality of oppor-
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tunity, full participation, independent living, and 

economic self-sufficiency for such individuals;

(2) the vast changes underway in the work­

place, information technologies, and other aspects of 

society have been insufficiently studied for the op­

portunities and hazards such changes present for in­

dividuals with disabilities;

(3) the Federal Government has created many 

programs to serve the needs of individuals with dis­

abilities, including programs that provide financial 

assistance, medical care, education, vocational reha­

bilitation, housing, transportation, legal assistance, 

and rehabilitation research and training, but many 

of these programs operate in a manner that is incon­

sistent with the Nation’s goals, work at cross-pur­

poses with each other, are outdated, or could other­

wise be improved, and new programs to serve indi­

viduals with disabilities may need to be established;

(4) there are Federal programs that are not 

viewed as disability programs, yet serve significant 

numbers of individuals with disabilities, and the im­

pact and value of such programs for individuals with 

disabilities have received insufficient attention;

(5) the Nation is not well informed about the 

increasing number of Americans with disabilities,

•S 2016 IS
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and disability is a health and social welfare issue of 

growing proportions, for which the Nation is ill pre­

pared; and

(6) it is incumbent upon the Federal Govern­

ment to examine its programs that serve individuals 

with disabilities to ensure they are consistent with 

the Nation’s goals, reflect the best use of its re­

sources, and properly anticipate societal and techno­

logical change.
10 SEC. 3. ESTABLISHMENT.

11 There is established a commission to be known as the

12 National Commission on the Future of Disability (referred

13 to in this Act as the “Commission”).

14 SEC. 4. DUTIES OF THE COMMISSION.

15 (a) In General.—The Commission shall develop

16 and carry out a comprehensive study of all matters related

17 to the nature, purpose, and adequacy of all Federal pro-

18 grams serving individuals with disabilities, in particular,

19 programs authorized under the Social Security Act, in

20 terms of both current performance and future value.

21 (b) Matters Studied.—The Commission shall pre-

22 pare an inventory of Federal programs serving individuals

23 with disabilities, and shall examine—

24 (1) trends and projections regarding the size

25 and characteristics of the population of individuals

•S 2016 IS
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with disabilities, and the implications of such analy­

ses for program planning;

(2) the feasibility and design of performance 

standards for the Nation’s disability programs;

(3) the adequacy of Federal efforts in rehabili­

tation research and training, and opportunities to 

improve the lives of individuals with disabilities 

through all manners of scientific and engineering re­

search; and

(4) the adequacy of policy research available to 

the Federal Government, and what actions might be 

undertaken to improve the quality and scope of such

13 research.

14 (c) Recommendations.—The Commission shall

15 submit to the appropriate committees of the Congress and

16 to the President recommendations and, as appropriate,

17 proposals for legislation regarding—

(1) which (if any) Federal disability programs 

should be eliminated or augmented;

(2) what new Federal disability programs (if 

any) should be established;

(3) the suitability of the organization and loca­

tion of disability programs within the Federal Gov­

ernment;
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1 (4) other actions the Federal Government

2 should take to prevent disabilities and disadvantages

3 associated with disabilities; and

4 (5) such other matters as the Commission con-

5 siders appropriate.

6 SEC. 6. MEMBERSmP.
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(a) Number and Appointment.—

(1) In general.—The Commission shall be 

composed of 12 members, of whom—

(A) four shall be appointed by the Presi­

dent, of whom not more than 2 shall be of the 

same major political party;

(B) two shall be appointed by the Majority 

Leader of the Senate;

(C) two shall be appointed by the Minority 

Leader of the Senate;

(D) two shall be appointed by the Speaker 

of the House of Representatives; and

(E) two shall be appointed by the Minority 

Leader of the House of Representatives.

(2) Representation.—The Commission mem­

bers shall be chosen based on their education, train­

ing, or experience. In appointing individuals as 

members of the Commission, the President and the 

Majority and Minority Leaders of the Senate and

•S 2016 IS
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the Speaker and Minority Leader of the House of 

Representatives shall seek to ensure that the mem­

bership of the Commission reflects the diversity of 

individuals with disabilities in the United States.

(b) Comptroller General.—The Comptroller

6 General shall serve on the Commission as an ex officio

7 member of the Commission to advise and oversee the

8 methodology and approach of the study of the Commis-

9 sion.

10 (c) Prohibition Against Officer or Em-

11 PLOYEE.—Each individual appointed under subsection (a)

12 shall not be an officer or employee of any government.

13 (d) Deadline for Appointment; Term of Ap-

14 POINTMENT.—Members of the Commission shall be ap-

15 pointed not later than 60 days after the date of enactment

16 of this Act. The members shall serve on the Commission

17 for the life of the Commission.

18 (e) Meetings.—The Commission shall locate its

19 headquarters in the District of Columbia, and shall meet

20 at the call of the Chairperson, but not less than four times

21 each year during the life of the Commission.

22 (f) Quorum.—Ten members of the Commission shall

23 constitute a quorum, but a lesser number may hold hear-

24 ings.



1 (g) Chairperson and Vice Chairperson.—Not

2 later than 15 days after the members of the Commission

3 are appointed, such members shall designate a Chair-

4 person and Vice Chairperson from among the members of

5 the Commission.

6 (h) Continuation of Membership.—If a member

7 of the Commission becomes an officer or employee of any

8 government after appointment to the Commission, the in-

9 dividual may continue as a member until a successor mem-

10 ber is appointed.

11 (i) Vacancies.—vacancy on the Commission shall

12 be filled in the manner in which the original appointment

13 was made not later than 30 days after the Commission

14 is given notice of the vacancy.

15 (j) Compensation.—Members of the Commission

16 shall receive no additional pay, allowances, or benefits by

17 reason of their service on the Commission.

18 (k) Travel Expenses.—Each member of the Com-

19 mission shall receive travel expenses, including per diem

20 in lieu of subsistence, in accordance with sections 5702

21 and 5703 of title 5, United States Code.

22 sec. 6. STAFF AND SUPPORT SERVICES.

23 (a) Director.—

•S 2016 IS



8
1

2

3

4

5

6 

7

(1) Appointment.—Upon consultation with 

the members of the Commission, the Chairperson 

shall appoint a Director of the Com mission.

(2) Compensation.—The Director shall be 

paid the rate of basic pay for level V of the Execu­

tive Schedule.

(b) Staff.—^With the approval of the Commission,

8 the Director may appoint such personnel as the Director

9 considers appropriate.

10 (c) Applicability of Civil Service Laws.—The

11 staff of the Commission shall be appointed without regard

12 to the provisions of title 5, United States Code, governing

13 appointments in the competitive service, and shall be paid

14 without regard to the provisions of chapter 51 and sub-

15 chapter III of chapter 53 of such title relating to classi-

16 fication and General Schedule pay rates.

17 (d) Experts and Consultants.—^With the ap-

18 proval of the Commission, the Director may procure tem-

19 poraiy and intermittent services under section 3109(b) of

20 title 5, United States Code.

21 (e) Staff of Federal Agencies.—Upon the re-

22 quest of the Commission, the head of any Federal agency

23 may detail, on a reimbursable basis, any of the personnel

24 of such agency to the Commission to assist in carrying

25 out the duties of the Commission under this Act.

•s 2ni« la



1 (f) Other Resources.—The Commission shall have

2 reasonable access to materials, resources, statistical data,

3 and other information from the Library of Congress and

4 agencies and elected representatives of the executive and

5 legislative branches of the Federal Government. The

6 Chairperson of the Commission shall make requests for

7 such access in writing when necessary.

8 (g) Physical Facilities.—The Administrator of

9 the General Services Administration shall locate suitable

10 office space for the operation of the Commission. The fa-

11 cilities shall serve as the headquarters of the Commission

12 and shall include all necessary equipment and incidentals

13 required for proper functioning of the Commission.

14 sec. 7. powers of commission.

15 (a) Hearings.—The Commission may conduct pub-

16 lie hearings or forums at the discretion of the Commission,

17 at any time and place the Commission is able to secure

18 facilities and witnesses, for the purpose of carrying out

19 the duties of the Commission under this Act.

20 (b) Delegation of Authority.—^Any member or

21 agent of the Commission may, if authorized by the Com-

22 mission, take any action the Commission is authorized to

23 take by this section.

24 (e) Information.—The Commission may secure di-

25 rectly from any Federal agency information necessary to
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1 enable the Commission to cany out its duties under this

2 Act. Upon request of the Chairperson or Vice Chairperson

3 of the Commission, the head of a Federal agency shall fur-

4 nish the information to the Commission to the extent per-

5 mitted by law.

6 (d) Gifts, Bequests, and Devises.—The Commis-

7 sion may accept, use, and dispose of gifts, bequests, or

8 devices of services or property, both real and personal, for

9 the purpose of aiding or facilitating the work of the Com-

10 mission. Gifts, bequests, or devises of money and proceeds

11 from sales of other property received as gifts, bequests,

12 or devices shall be deposited in the Treasuiy and shall be

13 available for disbursement upon order of the Commission.

14 (e) Mails.—The Commission may use the United

15 States mails in the same manner and under the same eon-

16 ditions as other Federal agencies.

17 sec. 8. REPORTS.

18 (a) Interim Report.—Not later than 1 year prior 

-19 to the date on which the Commission terminates pursuant

20 to section 9, the Commission shall submit an interim re-

21 port to the President and to the Congress. The interim

22 report shall contain a detailed statement of the findings

23 and conclusions of the Commission, together with the

24 Commission’s recommendations for legislative and admin-

25 istrative action, based on the activities of the Commission.
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1 (b) Final Report—Not later than the date on

2 which the Commission terminates, the Commission shall

3 submit to the Congress and to the President a final report

4 containing—

5 (1) a detailed statement of final findings, con-

6 elusions, and recommendations; and

7 (2) an assessment of the extent to which rec-

8 ommendations of the Commission included in the in-

9 terim report under subsection (a) have been imple-

10 mented.

11 (c) Printing and Public Distribution.—Upon

12 receipt of each report of the Commission under this sec-

13 tion, the President shall—

14 (1) order the report to be printed; and

15 (2) make the report available to the public upon

16 request.

17 SEC. 9. termination.

18 The Commission shall terminate on the date that is

19 2 years after the date on which the members of the Com-

20 mission have met and designated a Chairperson and Vice

21 Chairperson.

22 SEC. 10. authorization of appropriations.

23 There are authorized to be appropriated such sums

24 as may be necessary to cany out this Act.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Monday, August 8, 1994

Ccmtact: Clarkson Mine 
(202) 224-5358

DOLB RBQUE^ f<» Y or FEl^AIr ^S9QBSl FOR R|TOBTT,T^yiOii
SCIBiCE A gy SKHa^g

WASHINGTON — The U.S. Senate approved Senator Bob Dole's request 
for a $1.2 million study by the Katiosaai Academy of Science's 
Institute of Medicine (IQK} of ways to iasprove federal support 
for rehabilitation science and eagiteeriag. This request was 
included in the 1995 Labor/EHS/SdoMtics Asqprcpriaticns Bill, 
expected to be approved by the Senate Wedziesday.

"Advances in rehabilitation science are essential to 
realizing our nation's coasaitsent tc fsli participation of the 
49-million Americans with disabilities,' said Dole.

"However, there are important, unanswered questions of how 
adequate federal efforts are in both meeting the needs of the 
rapidly growing number of Americans with disabilities, and in 
realizing the new scientific and techsciogical advances on behalf 
of people with disabilities,' adoed Dole- 'This funding would 
allow for the very first comprehensive examination of this 
important issue."

Science was chartered by Concress in 1863. In 1970, it created the Institute of Jfiedicine to 
examine policy matters regarding public health and medical care 
research, and education. IC« published Disability in i
framework for a comprehensive naticmal disability p^ention 
program in 1993. i ^ wntion



Clinton Presidential Records 

Digital Records Marker

This is not a presidential record. This is used as an administrative 

marker by the William J. Clinton Presidential Library Staff.

This marker identifies the place of a publication.

Publications have not been scanned in their entirety for the purpose 

of digitization. To see the full publication please search online or 

visit the Clinton Presidential Library's Research Room.



h e
Arc Government Report
Published semi-monthly by The Arc, a national organization on mental retardation 
National Governmental Affairs Office • (202)785-3388, FAX (202)467-4179, TDD (202)785-3411

Vol. 24 No. 8 

IN BRIEF.............

April 28, 1994

• On March 31 the Social Security Administration released a 
proposal to reengineer the disability determination process. 
This proposal was then the subject of a hearing before the House 
Ways and Means Subcommittee on Social Security on April 14. Marty 
Ford of The Arc's Governmental Affairs Office testified. Public 
comments on the proposal are due May 27 (p.l).

• The Consortium for Citizens with Disabilities Housing Task 
Force testified before the House Committee on Banking, Finance, 
and Urban Affairs Subcomittee on Housing and Community 
Development on April 26. The CCD witness was Kate Rollason, 
Executive director of The Arc of Southern Maryland, who spoke on 
housing reauthorization legislation proposed by both the House 
and the administration (p.3).

• The leadership of the national disability community honored 
Sen. Robert Dole (R-Kan. ) at an April 14 luncheon. Earlier' in 
the day, the Senate minority leader addressed his colleagues on 
the 25th anniversay of his first major speech in the Senate. The 
topic of that 1969 speech was the status of individuals with 
disabilities, (p.7).

SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINISTRATION PUBLISHES REDESIGN PLAN FOR 
DISABILITY DETERMINATION PROCESS; HOUSE SUBCOMMITTEE

HOLDS HEARING

On March 31 the Social Security Administration released a 
proposal to reengineer the disability determination process. 
Developed by the Disability Process Reengineering Team of 18 SSA 
employees, the report, "Disability Process Redesign," makes 
numerous recommendations for a radical redesign of the process 
for making decisions about whether individuals' disabilities 
qualify them for Supplemental Security Income or Social Security 
disability programs. (For background, see Government Report,
Jan. 14.) The proposal was the subject of a hearing in the Ways 
and Means Subcommittee on Social Security. Public comments are 
requested by May 27.


