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CABINET (ED) LIST

1. Judith E. Heumann
Ascigtant Secretary. U.S. Dept. of ED
Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services
Kennedy Warren
3133 Connecticut Ave., NW
Washington, DC 20008
202-332-5497

2. Thomas Hehir
U.&. Dept of Ed
Office of $pecial Education and Rehabilitative Services
3240 38th Street, NW
Washington, DC 20016
(202) 244-2248

3. Paul Miller
Commissioner
Equal Employment Opportunity Commission
3133 Connecticut Ave,, NW, #317
Washington, DC 20008
202-588-8820

4. Susan Brown (Judy Heumann’'s Personal Assistant)
5233 43RD 8St., NW
Washington, DC 20015
202-686-0734

§. Jorge Pineda - Judy Heumann’s Husband
Kennedy Warren
3133 Connecticut Ave., NW
Washington, DC 20008
202-332-5497

6., Ilse Heumann - Judy Heumann’s Mother
370 OQOcean Parkway
Brooklyn, NY 11218
718-856-5175

7. Marca Bristo - Chairwoman, Nat‘l Council on Disability
2970 North Lake Share Dr., #3EF
Chicago, IL 60657
773-404-2440

8. Susgan Daniels - Assoc. Commissioner, SSA
2001 Veazey Terrace, Apt. 633
washington, DC 20008
202-363-8870
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11.

iz2.

13.

14.

1s5.

16.

17.

Beb Williams
Commiesioner, Admin on Developmental Disabilities
1601 North Spring Rd. Dr.

Silver Spring, MD 20910

301-589-3023

Michael Winter

U.S. Dept. of Transportation, Schedule C
2250 Clarendon Blvd., #1601

Arlington, VA 22201

703-528-5034

T.iz Savage

U.S. Dept. ot Justice, Schedule C
3133 Connecticut Ave., NW, #818
washington, DC 20008
202-667-1567

Carcl Cichowski

U.S. Dept. of Ed, Budget Service
5121 Baltimore Ave.

Bethesda, MD 20816

Suzanne Sheridan

U.S. Dept of ED, Office of General Counsel
805 Gist Avenue

Silver Spring, MD 20910

301-587-6445

Susan Craiy

U.S. Dept. of ED, Office of General Counsel
1607 Walleston Court

Alexandria, VA 22302

703-751-8160

Paul Riddle

J.S. Dept. of ED, Office of General
11174 Tattersall Trail

Qakton, VA 22124-1929

703-285-0146

Howard Moses

U.S. Dept. of ED, Office of Special Education
and Rchalkilitative Services

5410 Connecticeut Ave., NW

Washington, DC 20015

202-362-6745

Kate Seelman

U.S. Dept. of ED,National Institute on
Disability Rescazrch

404 Grove Avenue

Washington Grove, MD 20880 .

301-926-96321
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18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

Fred Schroeder

U.S. Dept. of ED, Rehabilitative Service

Administration
10026 Glenoak Ct.
Vienna, VA 22181
703-319-9226

Susan Benbow (Fred Schroeder’s Personal Assistant)

10026 Glenoak Ct.
Vienna, VA 22181
703-255-0597

Theda Zawalza

U.S. Dept. of ED, Office of Legislation, Schedule C

4505 Clearfield R4.
Silver Spring, MD 20906
301-946-9490

Patricia Guard

U.S. Dept. of ED, Office of Special
Education and Rehabilitative Scrvieces
6505 Randall Place

Arlington, Virginia 22044

(703) 534-8060

Joleta Reynolds

U.S. Dept. of BD, Office of Special
Education and Rehabilitative Services
800 4th Strcct, SW, Apt. 18710
Washington, DC 20024

(202) 488-0262

Libby Doggett

U.S. bept. of ED, Office of Special Education
and Rehabilitative Services - Schedule ¢

138 D. Street, 8SE

Washington, DC 20003

(202) 546-9686%

Louis Danielson

U.S8. Dept of ED, Office of Special
Education and Rehabilitative Services

11471 Robert Stevens Road

Fairfax Station, vA 22309

(703) 955-3422

Ruth Rydex

U.S5. Dept. of ED, Office of Special Education
and Rehabilitative Services

2323 Creek Drive

Alexandria, VA 22308

(703) 360-0830

P. 04
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26,

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

Frank Holleman

U.S. Dept. of ED, Chief of Staff
5001 N. 36é6th St.

Arlington, VA 22207
703-241-0049

Mike Smith

Deputy Secretary, U.S. Dept. of ED
900 North Stafford Street, #1817
Arlington, VA 22203-1848

Judy Winston

U.S. Dept. of ED, Qffice of General Councel
1371 Kalmia Rd., NW

Washington, DC 20012

202-829-4085

Kay Casstevens

Assistant Secretary, U.S. Dept. ©of ED

Office of Legislation and Congressional Affairs
1418 Foxhall Rd., NW

Washington, DC 20007

202-338-3197

Charlotte Fraas

U.S. Dept. of ED, Office of Legislation, Schedule C
2410 Ridge Road Dr.

Alexandria, VA 22302

703-533-0028

Gerry Tirozzi

Assistant Secretary, U.S. Dept. of ED
425 8th St., NW, #1146

wWashingcon, DC 20004

202-639-8878

Norma Cantu

Assistant Secretary

U.S. Dept. of ED, Office of Civil Rigts
130 23rd St., NW Apt. 803

Washington, DC 20037

Patricia (Trish) McNeil

‘Assistant Secretary

U.S8. Dept. of ED

1201 Braddock Place
Suite 814

Alexandria, VA 22314
703-683-2227
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34, Delia Pompa
Assistant Secretary
U.S. Dept. of ED, Office of Bilingual Education and Minority
Languages Affairs
4000 Massachusetts Ave., NW, #1537
Washington, DC 10016
202-363-3386¢

35. J.D. Hoye
Director, School-to-Work Program, U.S. Dept. of Ed - Schedule
c
308 Hamilton Ave,
Silver Spring, MD 20901
301-585-41132

36. Carol Rasco
U.8. Dept. of ED, Counselor to Secretary
805 North Howard St., #221
Alexandria, VA 22304
703-370-1329

37. Lawrence Ringer
U.S. Dept. of ED, Office of Special Education and
Rehabilitative Services
1313 vermont aAvenue, NW, Apt #20
Washington, DC 20202
(202) 232-1021

38. Rhonda Weigs
U.S. Dept. of ED, Office of Special Education and
Rehabilitative Services
8406 Queean Annes Drive
Silver Spring, MD
(201) 885-11le2

39. Scott Campbell Brown
U.3. Dept. of ED, Office of Special Education and
Rehabjilitative Sexvices
1792 Brooke Road
stafford, VA 22554
(540) 720-4030

40. Michael Ward
171.S5. Dept. of ED, Qffice of Special Education and
Rehabilitative Services
16303 Pointer Ridge Drive
Bowie, MD 01178
(301) 249-1918
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45,

46.

47,

Dave Malouf

FAX NO. 2022059252

U.S. Dept. of ED,0ffice of Special Education and

Rehabilitative Services
8047 Glendale Road
Chevy Chase, MD 20815
{301) 654-5432

Helen Thornton

U.S. Dept. of ED, Office of Special

Rehabllitative Services
5807 Oak Grove Street
Lorton, VA 22079
(703) 339-8391

Lois Taylor

171.8. Dept. of ED, Office of Special

Rehabilitative Services
3824 Jason Avenue

_ Alexandria, VA 22302

(703) 845-8134

Areta Edwards

U.S. NDept. of ED, Office of Special

Rehabilitative

4220 South Capitol Streef, SE

Apt. #203
Washington, DC 20032
(202) 574-1641

Shirley Bryant

U.8. Dept. of ED, Office
Rehabilitative Scrvices
4105 24th Place

Temple Hills, MD 20748
(301) 423-5184

Joyce Brown-Moore

U.S. Dept. of ED, Office
Rehabilitative Services
2701 Cortland Place, NW,

Washington, DC 20008
202 228-%654

Dianne Hardy

U.S. Dept. of ED, Office
Rehabilitative Services
7306 Finns Lane

Lanham, MD 20706
301-577-5842¢
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48. Veronica Hogan
U.8. Dept. of ED, Office of Special Education and
Rehabilitative Services
1125 Southview Dr., #304
Oxon Hill, MD 20745
301-505-0%960

45. Linda Roberts
U.S., Dept. of ED, Counselor to Secretary
16400 MontecregsSt Lane
Darnestown, MD 20878

50. Gilberto Mario Moreno
Assistant Secretary, U.S. Dept. of Ed
9022 O1 Mount Vernon Reoad
Alexandria, VA 22209
703-799-89%42

51. David Longanecker
Assistant Secretary, U.S8. Dept. of ED
6134 Chesterbrook Road
McLean, VA 22101
703-506-9684

52 Peggy MclLend
U.S. Dept of ED, Schedule C
148 G, St., SW
Washington, DC 20024
202-484-128¢

53. Patricia Leahy
U.S. Dept of ED, Schedule C
6026 Crxis St.
McLean, VA 22101
703-734-9537

54. Theresa Hehlr
Thomas Hehir’s Sister
1419 North Gate Square
Apt., 2
Reston, VA 22090
703-478-9324

55. Prudence Lezy
U.8. Dept. of ED, Office of Special Education and
Rehabilitative Services
25 Westover Avenue
Bolling AFB, DC 20336
202 -562-23719
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* To be aeated in Front Row. While we are not aware of any other deaf individuals who
will be in attendance at the event, if there are any other individuals with hearing
impairments they will need to be scated in the front row.

Core Hill/Department Staff
Senate Staff
4. David Hoppe - 7A»r /j
— 5. Mark Hall

6. Bobby Silverstcin - 147,,_, ‘.b
~ 7. Donnika Tatroshius

—~ 8. Pat Morrisey )‘//
© 9, Heather McIntyre \/\ﬂ/c :
7" 10.Towsend Lange C / (})\

o0 11. David Larson

House Staff

= 12. Charlie Barone

—13. Sally Lovejoy

— 14. Todd Jones

— 15. Alex Nock

= 16. Theresa Thompson
Department Staff -
17. Theda Zawaiza
18, Susan Craig
19. Suzanne Sheridan =
20. JoLeta Reynolds

21. Caro] JawowWsk
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Preliminary Messages for IDEA Event(s)

. We have the same high expectations for children with disabilities as we
do for all children. We have the evidence that children with disabilities
can and do learn well. And, with few exceptions, students with
disabilities will meet the same high standards that we expect all children
to achieve.

. IDEA is a working reality, not a promising experiment. Schools
across the nation have been implementing IDEA for years. We have
hundreds of thousands of successful students with disabilities who have
demonstrated their ability to learn and succeed in school. We know
how to teach children with disabilities and they know how to learn.

. IDEA lets us all win. All children have special learning needs. Children
with disabilities are no different. Together we can ensure that all
children in our schools will reach their potential, meet high standards
and be prepared for their future as productive citizens.

. Children’s abilities should not be masked by their disabilities. In the
past 22 years since the advent of P.L. 94-142, we have learned a great
deal about how to teach children with disabilities. We know what works
and why. We are willing and ready to be held accountable for our efforts.

. By working together, we improve teaching and learning for all.
Families, educators, students with disabilities and their classmates can
all achieve their goals when they work together. This country was based
on our citizens pulling together for our common good. We have a stake
in each others’ success.

. IDEA 97 combines rights, responsibilities and results. The new law
preserves the rights of children with disabilities to educational
opportunity, while it places responsibility for achieving the best
learning results possible squarely on the shoulders of students,
educators and parents. Only with all working together, can we ensure
that all children will become all that they can be.



Event Line Up

e Children with Disabilities - You should suggest including two or three
children with various disabilities to speak at the White House event.
This would place a human face on the legislation. It would also allow
the children an opportunity to talk about their experiences. OSERS and
it’s friends are in a position to recommend children who would be
appropriate.

¢ General Education Teacher - An experienced general education
teacher would recount his or her experiences teaching children with
disabilities. The teacher would relate that accounting for the problems
faced by children with disabilities is no different than accounting for the
problems faced by other children. Again, OSERS can recommend
teachers who would be appropriate.

o Parent of a Child with a Disability - A parent of a child with a
disability who would talk about the importance of creating educational
opportunities for their child. The parent would speak to how such
programs have opened doors for their child and have allowed them to
become prepared for the future as full members of their community.
OSERS once again can be helpful to White House staff in
recommending parents who would be appropriate to speak.

e Judy Heumann - It is our belief, as well as the belief of your colleagues,
that you should have a role in the event. Although, we realize it may be
awkward for you to raise this issue with White House staff yourself, we
believe the discussion of your involvement should take place at this
juncture.
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Panels approve overhaul of education law
By ROBERT GREENE
AP Education Writer .

WASHINGTON (AP) - An overhaul of the law guaranteeing education
for millions of disabled children speedily cleared House and Senate
committees Wednesday after negotiators settied longstanding
disputes over discipline, children's rights and curbing legal
costs.

The overhaul and extension of the 1975 Individuals With
Disabilities Education Act could reach President Clinton's desk by
month's end. Committee approval followed four months of intensive
negotiations involving the House, Senate and Clinton administration
over a bill that had stymied lawmakers for more than two years.

A key compromise would give new powers to school officials to
quickly remove disabled students who bring weapons or drugs to
school, and keep them out for as much as 45 days pending a final
decision. The removal policy has been limited to students who bring
firearms.

Also, a hearing officer rather than a court would determine
whether children can be moved to another classroom or school for
endangering themselves or other people.

However, the bill would guarantee that they could continue their
education elsewhere if they were expelled.

"Educators will have a clearer understanding of when and how
they may discipline disabled children,” said Sen. James Jeffords,

R-Vt,, chairman of the Senate Labor and Human Resources Committee.
"Parents will know that the rights of their children are
protected.”

The original civil rights legislation guarantees a free and
"appropriate” public education to children with a range of
physical, mental and emotional disabilities.

The law is intended to bring children with conditions into
regular public schools as much as possible, requiring local schools
to provide tutors, specially trained teachers and even medicines
and medical equipment.

However, the costs have expanded with the increasing numbers of
children found to have disabilities, including attention deficit
disorder and learning problems such as dyslexia.

The Education Department puts the number at 5.4 million and
distributes money to states based on the number of disabled
students.

One provision would change the funding formula to make federal
support, worth about $4 billion this year, depend on poverty and

4



population.
[n other, related provisions, local schools could lower their
share of the program costs if Congress makes more money available,
and states could not lower their payments to local school
districts.
The bill also attempts to answer complainmediation be made available in all
states as an alternative to more expensive court hearings and limit
instances under which parents can collect lawyers' fees.
Also, parents would have to tell schools before attempting to
move disabled children to special private schools and billing the
public schools.
At the same time, parents would have greater access to their
children's records and deliberations over their future.
"The bill will assure parents' ability t. Goodling, R-Pa., chairman of the House
committee.



Ex Susan Ferrechio

WASHINGTON TRES

An overhaul of a decades-old
faw guaranteeing the nation's 5.4
million disabled children an ade-
quate public education is poised
for easy passage in Congress after
sailing out of House and Senate
committees yesterday.

Educators, parents and advo-
cates for the disabled clapped and
sighed in relief when the House
Committee on Education and the
Workforce passed the bill, which
was meticulously negotiated for
nearly a year by a bipartisan group
of senators and House members.

The Individuals With Disabll)-
ities Education Act, scheduled for
a full vote in the House on Tuesday,
has been revamped to help bring
more money to local school sys-
tems for special education.

It also would grant educators
unprecedented authority to quick-
ly discipline disabled students who
are disruptive or dangerous and
would limit litigation costs that
drain school budgets.

“I'm glad we were able to turn

of hard work and lots of
lood, sweat and tears by a lot of
people into a very balanced and

v bmel L

Panels approve bill on

. oo :
. . . [y
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disabled

Schools would gain money, aumbl'.ixty

farsighted bill,” said Rep. Frank
Riggs, California Republican and
chalrman of the House Education
and the Workforce subcommittee
ml early childhood, youth and fam-

es.

*1 think the bill will pass next
week with deep and broad sup-
port,” he said.

By the end of the month, the leg-
islation could be on the desk of
President Clinton, who said he will
sign Iit.

The bill aims to reduce legal
costs shouldered by schools
making states offer mediation as
an alternative to court hearings.

Parents wishing to move a dis-
abled child to a private school at
the expense of a public school sys-
tem would first have to notify pub-
lic school officials.

The bill also aims to improve
education standards for the dis-
abled by defining what students
should learn and subjecting them
to the assessment tests taken by
non-disabled students.

Among the other provisions in
the bill is one allowing schoo! offi-
cials to suspend for up to 4S5 days

students who bring drugs orvx
ons to school or who pose a dinfer
to themselves or others.

Current law aliows school offi-
cials to suspend dissbled students
for no more than 10 days for in-
fractions other than those involv-
ing firearms, which warrant a
45-day suspension. .

Disciplinary cu?m would be tl::.r
signed to hearing officers, ra
than the courts, to determine
placement of the children, guaran-
teed an education no matter what
the outcome.

Meting out punishment for dls-
abled students who knowingly
break school rules has been a ma-
Jor sticking point among advocates
for the disabled, educators and
lawmakers.

Such divisiveness stopped the
bill in 1996, but it appears a com-
promise has been reached.

“We were disappointed there
was nothing in the bill to address
disruptive students,” sald Diane
M. Shust, government liaison for
the National Education Associ-
ation, the nation'’s largest teachers

union. “But there Is Increased flex-

. s S e b

education

. L
L Adee
i ~ow oy
e AP
B
o,

ibility for schools to deal with
them.” "

with a provision in the bill that
would ensure blind students have

_ access to Braille in public schools.

But, she said, some things “we
would have written differently”
“The bottom line s, n y
really got what they wanted in this
bils, and that's why it's fair and bal-
anced,” she sald. '
At the center of the intense ne-

gotiations was David Hoppe, chiefl |

of staff to Senate ty Leader
Trent Lott of .
Mr. Hoppe's 6-year-old son
G , has Down
isa artner at a Springfleld
elementary school. }
“This bill achieves broadly what
1 think everybody believes are the
most essential things that need to
be done,” Mr. Hoppe said.

The legislation received high -

praise from Mr. Lott, who called
the bipartisan effort to produce it
*a lot of honest, hard-working give
and take, the likes of which 1 don't
think I've ever seen” during 24
years in Congress.
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Panels approve overhaul of education law for disabled children
By ROBERT GREENE
AP Education Writer

WASHINGTON (AP) - A planned overhaul of the law guaranteeing
millions of disabled children a free education will bring them
further into the mainswream, Education Secretary Richard Riley
says.

"This is a balanced approach, and it places a strong emphasis
on teaching and learning,” Riley said Wednesday after the House
and Senate education committees approved a rewrite of the
Individuals With Disabilities Education Act.

The committees quickly approved identical changes in the
22-year-old civil rights law, after an agreement that ended more
than two years of wrangling. The bill appears headed to quick
passage in the House and Senate, and Riley said it has President
Clinton's full support.

Before the legisiation reached that point. negotiators had to
settle disputes over discipline, children's rights and curbs on
legal costs.

Riley pointed to the changes that would give parents more access
to school decisions on the kinds of classes disabled children
attend and require that those students get report cards as often as
other children.

Regular teachers would be brought into the decisions, and
disabled children would be included in standardized tests given by
the state or districts, "with appropriate accommodations where
necessary."

In a key compromise, school officials would get new powers to
quickly remove disabled students who bring weapons or drugs to
school and keep them out for as much as 45 days. The removal policy
has been limited to students who bring firearms.

Also, children could be removed if a hearing officer found that
they endangered other people or themseives, even if a weapon was
not involved. Moreover, the children could be expeliled or otherwise
disciplined like other children if the conduct were found to be
unrelated to the disability.

However, the bill would guarantee that they could continue their
education elsewhere if they were expelled. Rights to a hearing
would be protected.

"Educators will have a clearer understanding of when and how
they may discipline disabled children," said Sen. James Jeffords,
R-Vt., chairman of the Senate Labor and Human Resources Committee.
"Parents will know that the rights of their children are
protected.”

The original civil rights legisiation guarantees a free and
“appropriate” public education to children with a range of
physical, mental and emotional disabilities. The Education
Department distributes money to states based on the number of
disabled students and puts the number at 5.8 million. Critics say
that bonus system encourages schools to classify children as
disabled. '

One provision would change the funding formula to make federal



grants, worth about $3.1 billion this year, dependent on poverty
and population. However, that would not kick in untit federal
support increases.

[n related provisions, local schools could lower their share of
the program costs if Congress makes more money available, and
states could not lower their payments to local school districts.

The bill also attempts to answer complaints by school officials
about the high legal cost of resolving disputes over handling
disabled children, while parents say too many decisions about the
fate of their children are made without consultation.

The bill would require that mediation be made availabie in all
states as an alternative to more expensive court hearings and would
limit instances under which parents could collect lawyers' fees.

Also, parents would have to tell schools before attempting to
move disabled children to special private schools and bill the
public schools.
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Overhaul to education act advances

ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON - An overhaul
of the law guaranteeing education
for millions of disabled children
quickly cleared House and Senate
committees yesterday after negotia-
tors settled longstanding disputes
over discipline, children’s rights, and
curbing legal costa.

The overhaul and extension of
the 1975 Individuals With Disabil-
ities Education Act could reach
President Clinton's desk by month’s
end. Committee approval followed
four months of negotiations involv-
ing the House, Senate, and Clinton
administration over a bill that had

stymied lawmakers for more than
two years.

A key compromise would give
new powers to school officials to re-
move disabled students quickly who
bring weapons or drugs to school
and keep them out for up to 45 days
pending a final decision.

Also, a hearing officer rather
than a court would determine wheth-
er children can be moved to another
clasaroom or school for endangering
themselves or other people.

However, the bill would guaran-
tee that they could continue their
education eisewhere if they were ex-
pelled.

“Educators will have a clearer

understanding of when and how they
may discipline disabled children,”
said Senator James Jeffords, Repub-
lican of Vermont, chairman of the
Senate Labor and Human Resources
Committee. “Parents will know that
the rights of their children are pro-
tected.”

The original civil rights legisla-
tion guarantees a free and “appro-
priate” public education to children
with a range of physical, mental, and
emotional disabilities.

The law is intended to bring chil-
dren with disabilities into regular
publie schools as much as possible.

However, the costs have expand-
ed with the increasing numbers of
children found to have disabilities.

The Education Department puts
the number at 5.4 million and dis-
tributes money to states based on
the number of disabled students.

One provision would change the
funding formula to make federal
support, worth about $4 billion this
year, depend on poverty and popula-
tion.

The bill also attempts to answer
complaints by school officials about
the high legal cost of resolving dis-
putes over handling disabled chil-
dren.

The bill would require that medi-
ation be made available in all states
as an alternative to more expensive
court hearings and limit instances
under which parents can collect law-
yers' fees.
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Debate Over Discipline
Dogs IDEA To Final Votes

An eleventh-hour attempt to allow schools to
decide how to discipline students with disabili-
ties may threaten a compromise on changes to
the nation'’s special education law.

As the Senate
IDEA . . yesterday began
Reauthorization debate on

S. 717, a senator
who opposes the plan to rewrite the Individu-
als with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) said
he would offer an amendment on discipline.

Sen. Slade Gorton, R-Wash., told other sena-

tors that his amendment would stipulate that
“local schools shall have the right to set rules
about the safety and educational atmosphere
for that school system.”

He did not specify whether it would authorize
schools to stop serving students with disabili-
ties, which S. 717 would specifically bar, and
he did not offer the amendment before the
Senate adjourned in the late afternoon (ED,
April 25).

Gorton lambasted S. 717, saying it would cre-
ate a dual system of discipline that would fail
to adequately protect nondisabled students
from class disruptions and violence perpetrated
by students with disabilities.

“Their safety doesn’t count; their ability to
learn in a safe atmosphere doesn't count,” he
said of the bill's impact on nondisabled
students.

With votes on any amendments—and the bill
itself—scheduled today, the Senate’s top educa-
tion policymaker was struggling yesterday to
preserve the bipartisan plan, citing its new dis-
cipline provisions.

(more on p. 2)
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Debate Over Discipline Dogs IDEA To Final Votes (Cont.)

The IDEA amendments are overdue, after fail-
ing to pass in the 104th Congress, and a bipar-
tisan group working behind closed doors forged
the compromise contained in S. 717 and its
House companion, H.R. 5.

A House vote on the legislation also is sched-
uled for today. In addition to writing new rules
on discipline for students with disabilities, the
legislation would create a new state funding
formula and new reporting requirements for
student performance (ED, April 16).

Not The Same Old IDEA
The new measure would authorize schools to
put disabled students in alternative settings
for up to 45 days for weapon and drug offenses,
and would allow hearing officers—not just
judges—to order placement changes for dan-
gerous students (ED, May 9).

“It's not the kind of situation that we had be-
fore this bill, in which a school system was
kind of helpless,” said Sen. James Jeffords,
R-Vt. Current policy bars schools from chang-
ing a placement for more than 10 days without
parental consent or a court order.

As expected, Sen. Judd Gregg, R-N.H., pro-
posed requiring Congress to increase federal
special education funding by $10 billion over
the next seven fiscal years (ED, May 8).

Gregg said Congress should fund 40 percent of
the excess costs of educating children with dis-
abilities, which the special education law has
authorized since 1975. Federal spending, at
$3.1 billion in fiscal 1997, equals only about

8 percent (ED. Feb. 5).

But Jeffords and Sen. Tom Harkin of Iowa, the
Democrats’ leader on IDEA, said Gregg's
amendment would upset the bipartisan IDEA
apple cart. “We really could have an impasse
here,” Jeffords warned.

The two also claimed Gregg's funding amend-
ment was unneeded, because the law would
allow appropriators to provide the money.

The House has put H.R. 5 up for quick action.
The education committee chairman, Rep. Bill
Goodling, R-Pa.. may offer one amendment and
other members may only make speeches before
voting on the overall bill. —William J. Cahir



Senate
passes
bill for
disabled

By Susan Ferrechio
THE WASHINGTON TIMES

The Senate yesterday easily
passed a major rewrite of a civil
rights bill guaranteeing a public -
education for the nation's 5.4 mil-
lion disabled students.

The Individuals with Disablities
Act, which sought to resolve ques-
tions involving legal costs and'
school discipline, passed with just
one dissenter, Sen. Slade Gorton, .
Washington Republican.

Its approval came a day after the -
same bill was overwhelmingly ap- .
proved in the House. President®
Clinton supports the measure and |
is expected to sign it into law by the ;
end of the month. .

“This will do so much to;
straighten out the problems we
have with special education in our !
schools,” said Sen. James M. Jef- !
fords, Vermont Republican and :
chairman of the Senate Labor and
Human Resources Committee, :
which oversees educational issues. *

“Two years in the making, the bill
is an overhaul of 1972 legislation
that first made it illegal to deny a
satisfactory public education to
disabled children. i

The overhauled measure is in- '
tended to help ease special educa- ;
tion's growing financial burden on -
local systems while giving school |
officials greater authority to disci- :
pline disabled students who are,
violent or potentially dangerous. =

Its passage was heralded by
lawmakers as a rare agreement
between the House, Senate and
Clinton administration as well as
educators, parents and advocates
for the disabled.

Sen. Edward M. Kennedy, Mas-
sachusetts Democrat and ranking
member on the Labor Committee,
called its passage, “the finest mo-
ment we have had in this session.”

The bill addresses a wide range
of issues, from court costs to edu-
cation of the blind. _

A sticking point in the bill had
been just how to discipline verv

disruptive or dangerous speciaf~
education students while also pro-
tecting the rights of the disabled.

The measure that passed yester-
day prevents educators from ceas-
Ing services for any disabled child,
but it gives local school officials
the authority to suspend for up to
45 days_ aspecial education student
who brings guns or drugs to school
or who poses a threat to himself or
others.

The bill stipulates that a hearin
officer decide the fate of the chil
during that period and whether he
or sl;: sh:uld be txl':rumed to school

or placed in another program.
* Mr. Gorton called the provision
a double standard and introduced
| an amendment, defeated 51-48,
. that would have let local school
, Systems decide how to discipline
- such students, even if they chose to
suspend services.

“These are decisions that should
be made by educators, not sen-
ators,” Mr. Gorton said. “What
about the parents of the non-
disabled students?”

The bill also aims to reduce the
financial burden on local school

, Systems, which pay more than $30
; million a year in special education
costs. The federal government

{ picks up an additional $4 million,

' or 7 percent.

t Under the new measure, states
- who receive additional federal
, money for special education would
' be prevented from reducing their
; share to local school districts.

Local school systems could also
save money by another provision
in the bill requiring them to offer

| mediation to parents who are dis-
;adsﬂed with their child's educa-
on.

Under current law, parents can
take the school system to court and
then bill them for legal costs. The
bill also restricts when parents can
hold school systems responsible
for such fees.

It also aims to aid learning and
achievement by calling for im.
proved individual education plans
(IEPs), which are curriculums de-
signed specifically for each dis-
abled student.

PLd
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IDEA Reauthorization Speeds
Through Committees

By Joetta L. Sack

Washington
Government &
& Politics Basking in the rare glow of bipartisanship, 8
the House and Senate education rowse '
committees unanimously approved zﬁgxn\:::'::
compromise bills last week to amend the Your On-line Source
GElco nation's main special education law. Of Information From
Education Marketers

DIRECT

AUTO INSURANCE

The Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act reauthorization, more than
a year overdue already, is now on the legislative fast track and appears

For background poised for final passage in a matter of days.

revious articles,and . . . . .
Eelated Web links, see Our goal is to pass this and get it to the president by Memorial Day,"

our Issues Page on said Senate Majority Leader Trent Lott, R-Miss. He added that he

Inclusion. would reserve a slot on the Senate's busy legislative calendar for S216.
The chairman of the House education committee, Rep. Bill Goodling,
R-Pa., said he expected the House bill, HR 5, to pass May 13.

"This is a strong agreement, and it has the full support of the president
and the administration,” added Secretary of Education Richard W.
Riley.

Read the dra Little of the discord that brought the legislative process to a halt last
IDEA amendments  year was evident among the bipartisan group that gathered at a news
of 1997, from the conference last week to celebrate the IDEA bills' passage through the

House Committee o key committees.
on Education and

the Workforce Web o I :
p:ge_ orioree W The reauthorization legislation would rework the funding formula for

grants to states after appropriations reach $4.9 billion, and allow local
education agencies to reduce their spending slightly after
appropriations pass the $4.1 billion mark. The companion bills also
would ease litigation threats by requiring states to set up voluntary
mediation systems to settle disputes over the placement of children
with disabilities.

=1

The compromise legislation was written in the past two months by
Read our story, Republican and Democrat lawmakers and staff aides, with input from
~Progress Is education and disability-rights groups. ("Panels To Consider

%‘0—:‘%‘-"31‘- Compromise Spec. Ed. Bill This Week." May 7, 1997.)

Negotiations,” -
A;ricl) éa ;%357 Smooth Sailing

In the Senate session where committee members examine bills line by
line. known as a mark-up, the bill's actual passage went faster than the
accompanying round of thank-you's and appreciative nods. Members
approved a package of technical amendments to clarify portions of the
bill, and the House later followed suit.

lof2 5/15/97 12:39 PM
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But Sen. Judd Gregg, R-N.H., said he may propose an amendment on

g IDEA defined. the Senate floor to mandate that the federal government pick up 40
percent of states' costs to implement the IDEA. Last year's $3.1 billion
appropriation was less than 10 percent of states' total costs. But at the
news conference, Sen. James M. Jeffords, the Vermont Republican who
heads the Senate education committee, said Mr. Gregg did not have
enough votes to succeed.

Several House committee members raised concerns about provisions in
the agreement and the back-room negotiations that created it. Two

Read our story, Democrats claimed they were left out of the process, but Republican
%%-S%t}ﬂﬂpl\gt | leaders asserted that the meetings were open to all. Some committee
Special | E‘)cri;sl ET Law+  Mmembers withdrew their amendments to ensure that the bill's quick
Oct. 16, 1996. passage would not be jeopardized.

Aside from winning final passage of the bill, the committee members
agreed the next step would be persuading congressional appropriators
to find more money for IDEA programs.

Staff Writer Jessica L. Sandham contributed to this report.

On the Web

Investigate the House IDEA Bill-- H.R. 5 and the Senate [DEA Bill--S. 216 with
THOMAS.

Read a summary of the IDEA Improvement Act of 1997, from the House Committee
on Education and the Work force Web site.

Read a statement by U.S. Secretary of Education Richard W. Riley, on the IDEA
Legislative Agreement.

Read a letter from the American Association of School Administrators, opposing the
proposed changes.

Read about the impact that the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act has made
over the past twenty years from the U.S. Department of Education's Web site.
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11471 Robert Stevens Road
Fairfax Station, VA 22309
(703) 955-3422

. Ruth Rydcr

2323 Creek Drive
Alexandria, VA 22308
(703) 360-0830

Frank Holleman

5001 N. 36th sSt.
Arlington, VA 22207
703-241-0049

Mike Smith
900 North Stafford Street, #1817
Arlington, VA 22202-1848

Judy Winston

1371 Kalmia Rd4., NW
Washington, DC 20012
202-829-4085

Kay Casstevens

1418 Foxhall R4., NW
wWashington, DC 20007
202-338-3197

Chaxlotte Praas

2410 Ridge Road Dr.
Alexandria, VA 22302
703-£33-0028

Gerry Tirozzi
425 8th St., NW, #1146
Washington, DC 20004
202-639-8878

Norma Cantu

130 23rd Street, NW
Apartment 803
Washingten, DC 20037
202/785-4430
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34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40,

41.

Patricia (Trish) McNeil
1201 Braddock Place
Suite 814

Alexandria, vA 22314
703-683-2227

Delia Pompa

4000 Massachusetts Ave., NW, #1637
Washingten, DC 10016

202-363-3386

J.D. Hoye

308 Hamilton Ave.

Silver Spring, MD 20901
301-585-4132

Carol Rasco

805 North Howard St., #2231
Alexandria, VA 22304
703-370-1329

Lawrence Ringer

1313 Vermont Avenue, NW, Apt #20
Washington, DC 20202

(202) 232-1021

Rhonda Weiss

8406 Queen Annes Drive
Silver Spring, MD
{(301) 585 1162

Scott Campbell Rrown
1792 Brooke Road
Stafford, VA 22554
(840) 720-4030

Michael Ward

16303 Pointer Ridge Drive
Bowie, MD 01178

(301) 249-1918

Dave Malourt

8047 Glendale Road
Chevy Chase, MD 2081¢
(301) 654-5432

Anne Smith

4412 Norwood Road
Baltimore, MD 21216-1120
(410) 366-5443

P.12
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42,

44.

46.

17.

a8.

493.

51.

Peggy Cvach

12930 Harrington Court
Herndon, VA 20171
(703) 716-9823

Helen Thecrnton _
5807 Oak Grove Street
Lorton, VA 22078
(703) 339-8391

Lois Taylor

3824 Jason Avenue.
Alexandria, VA 22302
{(703) 845-8134

Areta Edwards

4220 South Capitol Street, SE
Apt. #203

Washington, DC 20032

(202) 574-1641

Shirley Bryant

4105 24th Place

Temple Hills, MD 20748
(301) 423-5184

Joyce Brown-Mocore

2701 Cortland Place, NW, $#23
Washington, DC 20008
202-328-59654

Dianne Hardy
7306 Finns Lane

. Lanham, MD 20706

301-577-5426

Verconica Hogan

1125 Southview Dr., #304
Oxon Hill, MD 2074S
301-505-0960

Prudence Lezy

25 Westover Avenue
Rolling AFR, DC 20336
202-562-3719

Michael Winter

2250 Clarendon Blvd., #1601
Arlington, VA 22201
703-528-5034

2022059252
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32.

S54.

55.

36.

57.

58.

59.

60.
61l.

62.

Judith Leonard

FAX NO. 2022059252

4707 Connecticut Avenue, NW, #307

Washington, DC 20008
202-686-3775

. Greg Frane

713 Massachusetts Ava., NE
Washington, DC 20002
202-544-572¢

Gilberto Mario Moreno
9022 Q1 Mount Vernon Road
Alexandria, VA 22309
703-799-8942

David Longanecker

6134 Chesterbrook Road
McLean, VA 22101
703-506-9684

Theresa Hehir

1419 North Gate Square
Apt. 2

Reston, VA 22090
703-478-9324

Linda Roberts
16400 Montecrest Lane
Darnestown, MD 20878

David Frank

2313 North Evergreen Street
Arlington, VA 22207
703/534-8676

Jim Bradshaw

8115 Greeley Blvd
Springfield, VA 22152
703/912-6060

Peagy McLeod

148 G. St., SW
Washington, DC 20024
202-484-1286

Patricia Leahy
6026 Orris St.
Mclean, VA 22101
703-734-9537
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64. Obral Martin
3155 Queccns Chaptel R4., #201
Mt. Rainier, MD 20712
301-277-2459
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