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MR. 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINOTON 

August 6, 1996 

P~ENT: 
Attached for your signature is S. 1757, a 
bill to extend the authorization for 
appropriations of four programs under the 
Developmental Disabilities Assistance and 
Bill of Rights Act. 

That Act authorizes four grant programs 
serving individuals with developmental 
disabilities. The grants, administered by 
HHS, support (i) State developmental 
disabilities councils; (ii) State 
protection and advocacy programs; (iii) 
university-affiliated research, education 
and training; and (iv) projects of 
national significance. 

The current authorization for these 
programs expires at the end of FY 1996. 
s. 1757 would extend the authorization for 
such sums as may be necessary for these 
programs through FY 1999. 

The bill passed both Houses by unanimous 
consent. It has received all necessary 
clearances. I recommend that you sign it. 

~Stern 

... 

PHOTOCOPY 
WJC HANDWRITING 



EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503 

APPROVED 
AUG - 61996 

August 6, 1996 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Enrolled Bill s. 1757 
Assistance and Bill 

Sponsors - Sen. Frist 

Last Day for Action 

August 13, 1996 - Tuesday 

Purpose 

~ 
~ 

- Developmental Disabilitie~_,,, 
of Rights Act Amendments of ¥0'6 
(R) TN and four others 

Extends the authorization of appropriations for four 
programs under the Developmental Disabilities Assistance and Bill 
of Rights Act through Fiscal Year 1999. 

Agency Recommendations 

Off ice of Management and Budget 

Department of Health 
and Human Services (HHS) 

Department of Justice (DOJ) 
National Council on 

Disabilities {NCO) 

Discussion 

Approval (Signing 
statement attached) / 

Approval (Signing 
statement attached) 

Approval 

Approval (Informally) 

The Developmental Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Rights 
Act authorizes four grant programs that serve individuals with 
developmental disabilities. The grants, which are administered 
by HHS, support: {l) state developmental disabilities councils; 
(2) State protection and advocacy programs; (3) university-
aff iliated research, education, training, and information 
activities; and (4) projects of national significance. 

The current authorization of appropriations for these 
programs expires at the end of FY 1996. S. 1757 would extend the 
authorizations of "such sums as may be necessary" for these 
programs through FY 1999. The enrolled bill is consistent with 
draft legislation proposed by the Administration. 



Conclusion and Recommendations 

We join HHS and DOJ in recommending approval of s. 1757, 
which passed the House and Senate by unanimous consent. 

Attached to this memorandum is an edited version of a draft 
signing statement prepared by HHS. It notes that the programs 
reauthorized by this bill have "made a crucial difference in the 
lives and futures of Americans with developmental disabilities 
and their families." The signing statement has been reviewed and 
approved by DOJ, NCO, and White House Office of Policy 
Development. 

Enclosures 

Jacob J. Lew 
Acting Director 
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STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT 

Today, I am pleased to sign into laws. 1757, the 

"Developmental Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Rights Act 

Amendments of 1996". This legislation would extend for three 

years the authorization of appropriations under the Act. 

During the twenty-five years since its enactment, the 

Developmental Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Rights Act has 

made a crucial difference in the lives and futures of Americans . 
with developmental disabilities and their families. Through this 

Act, Federal funds support the development and operation of 

developmental disabilities councils, protection and advocacy 

activities, university-affiliated programs, and projects of 

national significance. This crucial investment has provided the 

structure to assist people with developmental disabilities to 

reach their maximum potential. 

When first conceived by President Kennedy, Dr. Elizabeth 

Boggs, and others, the primary emphasis of developmental 

disabilities programs was on access to institutional facilities. 

Today, the focus is on helping p~ople to obtain the support they 

need to make choices about how to live, including in family or 

community settings. The developmental disabilities programs 

emphasize fundamental system change, including legal services and 

advocacy and capacity building at the State and local levels. 

They also continue to spur progress and create opportunities in 

the everyday lives of children and adults with developmental and 

other significant disabilities in ways unimaginable a generation 

ago. 



Beginning in the mid-seventies, individuals with 

disabilities and their families began to work for, and gain 

passage of, key Federal and state legislation regarding 

educational access, barrier-free design and employment. The 

resulting legislation has helped to open doors that had been 

slammed shut for decades. It was once common for individuals 

with disabilities to be denied access to community schools, 

swimming pools, banks, restaurants, and even to the voting booth. 

Today, these actions are not only illegal, but unconscionable to 

Americans of every race, region, and political persuasion. 

In this way, Americans with disabilities are helping to 

redefine both what it means to have a disability in America and 

to be a full, first class United States citizen as well. I am 

proud to support continuation of the developmenal disabilities 

programs that have assisted them in their efforts. 
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503 

August 6, 1996 .g, 
'i; 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Enrolled Bill s. 1757 
Assistance and Bill 

Sponsors - Sen. Frist 

Last Day for Action 

August 13, 1996 - Tuesday 

Purpose 

-· 
~ 

- Developmental Disabilitie~ 
of Rights Act Amendments of .i;o16 
(R) TN and four others 

Extends the authorization of appropriations for four 
programs under the Developmental Disabilities Assistance and Bill 
of Rights Act through Fiscal Year 1999. 

Agency Recommendations 

Off ice of Management and Budget 

Department of Health 
and Human Services (HHS) 

Department of Justice (DOJ) 
National Council on 

Disabilities (NCD) 

Discussion 

Approval (Signing 
statement attached) 

Approval (Signing 
statement attached) 

Approval 

Approval (Informally) 

The Developmental Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Rights 
Act authorizes four grant programs that serve individuals with 
developmental disabilities. The grants, which are administered 
by HHS, support: (1) State developmental disabilities councils; 
(2) State protection and advocacy programs; (3) university­
affiliated research, education, training, and information 
activities; and (4) projects of national significance. 

The current authorization of appropriations for these 
programs expires at the end of FY 1996. s. 1757 would extend the 
authorizations of "such sums as may be necessary" for these 
programs through FY 1999. The enrolled bill is consistent with 
draft legislation proposed by the Administration. 



Conclusion and Recommendations 

We join HHS and DOJ in recommending approval of s. 1757, 
which passed the House and Senate by unanimous consent. 

Attached to this memorandum is an edited version of a draft 
signing statement prepared by HHS. It notes that the programs 
reauthorized by this bill have "made a crucial difference in the 
lives and futures of Americans with developmental disabilities 
and their families." The signing statement has been reviewed and 
approved by DOJ, NCO, and White House Office of Policy 
Development. 

Enclosures 

Jacob J. Lew 
Acting Director 
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STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT 

Today, I am pleased to sign into law S. 1757, the 

''Developmental Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Rights Act 

Amendments of 1996 11 • This legislation would extend for three 

years the authorization of appropriations under the Act. 

During the twenty-five years since its enactment, the 

Developmental Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Rights Act has 

made a crucial difference in the lives and futures of Americans 

with developmental disabilities and their families. Through this 

Act, Federal funds support the development and operation of 

developmental disabilities councils, protection and advocacy 

activities, university-affiliated programs, and projects of 

national significance. This crucial investment has provided the 

structure to assist people with developmental disabilities to 

reach their maximum potential. 

When first conceived by President Kennedy, Dr. Elizabeth 

Boggs, and others, the primary emphasis of developmental 

disabilities programs was on access to institutional facilities. 

Today, the focus is on helping people to obtain the support they 

need to make choices about how to live, including in family or 

community settings. The developmental disabilities programs 

emphasize fundamental system change, including legal services and 

advocacy and capacity building at the State and local levels. 

They also continue to spur progress and create opportunities in 

the everyday lives of children and adults with developmental and 

other significant disabilities in ways unimaginable a generation 

ago. 



Beginning in the mid-seventies, individuals with 

disabilities and their families began to work for, and gain 

passage of, key Federal and State legislation regarding 

educational access, barrier-free design and employment. The 

resulting legislation has helped to open doors that had been 

slammed shut for decades. It was once common for individuals 

with disabilities to be denied access to community schools, 

swimming pools, banks, restaurants, and even to the voting booth. 

Today, these actions are not only illegal, but unconscionable to 

Americans of every race, region, and political persuasion. 

In this way, Americans with disabilities are helping to 

redefine both what it means to have a disability in America and 

to be a full, first class United States citizen as well. I am 

proud to support continuation of the developmenal disabilities 

programs that have assisted them in their efforts. 
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STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT 

Today, I am pleased to sign into law S. 1757, the 

"Developmental Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Rights Act 

Amendments of 1996." This legislation would extend for 3 years 

the authorization of appropriations under the Act. 

During the 25 years since its enactment, the Developmental 

Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Rights Act has made a 

crucial difference in the lives and futures of Americans with 

developmental disabilities and their families. Through this 

Act, Federal funds support the development and operation of 

developmental disabilities councils, protection and advocacy 

activities, university-affiliated programs, and projects of 

national significance. This crucial investment has provided the 

structure to assist people with developmental disabilities to 

reach their maximum potential. 

When first conceived by President Kennedy, Dr. Elizabeth 

Boggs, and others, the primary emphasis of developmental 

disabilities programs was on access to institutional facilities. 

Today, the focus is on helping people to obtain the support they 

need to make choices about how to live, particularly in family 

or community settings. The developmental disabilities programs 

emphasize fundamental system change, including legal services 

and advocacy and capacity building at the State and local 

levels. They also continue to spur progress and create 

opportunities in the everyday lives of children and adults 

with developmental and other significant disabilities in ways 

unimaginable a generation ago. 

Beginning in the mid-seventies, individuals with 

disabilities and their families began to work for, and gain 

passage of, key Federal and State legislation regarding 

educational access, barrier-free design, and employment. The 

resulting legislation has helped to open doors that had been 

slammed shut for decades. It was once common for people with 

disabilities to be denied access to community schools, swimming 



2 

pools, banks, restaurants, and even to the voting booth. Today, 

these actions are not only illegal, but would be considered 

beyond the pale by the American people. 

Americans with disabilities are helping to redefine what 

it means to have a disability in America and what it means to 

be a full, contributing citizen. I am pleased to support 

continuation of the developmental disabilities programs that 

have meant so much to Americans with disabilities. 

THE WHITE HOUSE, 

August 6, 1996. 

PHOTOCOPY 
WJC HANDWRITING 



STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT 

Today, I am pleased to sign into law S. 1757, 

"Developmental Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Act 

Amendments of 1996." This legislation would exteJ'].d for 3 years 
/ 

the authorization of appropriations under the ~ct. 
,/ 

j 

During the 25 years since its enactment/the Developmental 
/ 

Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Rights1ict has made a 
f 

crucial difference in the lives and futur'es of Americans with . 
I 

developmental disabilities and their f~milies. Through this 
/ 

Act, Federal funds support the devel6pment and operation of 
./ 

developmental disabilities council~, protection and advocacy 

activities, university-affiliat~d programs, and projects of 
' 

national significance. This crucial investment has provided the 

structure to assist people w.~·th developmental disabilities to 

reach their maximum potent~~l. 
i 

When first conceive~;·.by President Kennedy, Dr. Elizabeth 

Boggs, and others, the primary emphasis of developmental 
I 

disabilities programs was on access to institutional facilities. 

Today, the focus is qn helping people to obtain the support they 

need to make choices about how to live, particularly in family 
/ 

or community settings. The developmental disabilities programs 
;' 

; 

emphasize fundamerital system change, including legal services 
/ 

and advocacy and; capacity building at the State and local 

levels. They also continue to spur progress and create 

opportunities in the everyday lives of children and adults 

with developmental and other significant disabilities in ways 

unimaginable a generation ago. 

Beginning in the mid-seventies, individuals with 

disabilities and their families began to work for, and gain 

passage of, key Federal and State legislation regarding 

educational access, barrier-free design, and employment. The 

resulting legislation has helped to open doors that had been 

slammed shut for decades. It was once common for people with 

disabilities to be denied access to community schools, swimming 
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pools, banks restaurants, and even to~·h€'-votf~.· Today, 

, are not only illegal, but would be consid~ed 

p~le by /ft American;llr. J"'-"p ~ • ) 
I ' I 

Ame ica~s with disabilities are helping to redef ine
1 

what 
I / 

it means ~ave a disability in America and what it,·means to 
i / 

be a full, cefrt&~uting citizen. I am pleased tb support 
I - / 

continuation )of the~GP,I'@~I'!~l __ 92:~§1,bi!·ifi.~s programs that 

have meant so much to Americans with dis bilities. 

THE WHITE HOUSE, 

August 6, 1996. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

Off ice of the Press Secretary 

For Immediate Release 

STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT / 

/ 
" 

/ 
l 

l 

/ 
Lgust 6, 1996 
/ 

I 

/ 

Today, I am pleased to sign into law S/ 1757, the 
"Developmental Disabilities Assistance and,'Bill of Rights Act 
Amendments of 1996." This legislation would extend for 3 years 
the authorization of appropriations unde~ the Act. 

/ 

During the 25 years since its enacfment, the Developmental 
Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Rights Act has made a 
crucial difference in the lives and futures of Americans with 
developmental disabilities and their~amilies. Through this 
Act, Federal funds support the development and operation of 
developmental disabilities councils~ protection and advocacy 
activities, university-affiliated programs, and projects of 
national significance. This crucial investment has provided the 
structure to assist people with developmental disabilities to 
reach their maximum potential. · 

When first conceived by ~resident Kennedy, Dr. Elizabeth 
Boggs, and others, the primary emphasis of developmental 
disabilities programs was o~iaccess to institutional facilities. 
Today, the focus is on help!ng people to obtain the support they 
need to make choices about;how to live, particularly in family 
or community settings. The developmental disabilities programs 
emphasize fundamental system change, including legal services 
and advocacy and capacit;.ty building at the State and local 
levels. They also cont,inue to spur progress and create 
opportunities in the everyday lives of children and adults 
with developmental an~ other significant disabilities in ways 
unimaginable a generation ago. 

! 
I 

Beginning in tpe mid-seventies, individuals with 
disabilities and t~eir families began to work for, and gain 
passage of, key F~deral and State legislation regarding 
educational access, barrier-free design, and employment. The 
resulting legisl6tion has helped to open doors that had been 
slammed shut for decades. It was once common for people with 
disabilities to be denied access to community schools, swimming 
pools, banks, .restaurants, and even to the voting booth. Today, 
these actions are not only illegal, but wgJJld be considered 
beyond the pale by ~~America~~p0/.t<_. 

Americans with disabilities are helping to redefine what 
it means t.o have a disability in America and what it means to 
be a full; contributing citizen. I am pleased to support 
continuation of the developmental disabilities programs that 
have meant so much to Americans with disabilities. 

THE WHITE HOUSE, 
August 6, 1996. 

# # # 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 



08/06/96 

NOTE TO TODD STERN'S OFFICE 

FROM: OMB 

THE ATTACHED LETTER SHOULD ACCOMPAi'JY ENROLLED BILL 
MEMORANDUMS. 1757 



© TH£. SECRETAAV OF HEALTH AND HUMAlli SERVICES 
WASHINGTO .... 0.(. 20i01 

~-~.:...-· 

The llcnorable Ju.cob ,J. T.Gw 

Acting Director, Office of Management 
and Budge~ 

Washington, DC 20503 

Dear Mr. Lew: 

This is ir~ response to your request tor a repor-t on 
~. l"l'::JI, an enrolled. blll e1:tit.led the "DevelCJ.[.>lllt:WLi:tl 

Dicabilities Assistance and Bill of Rights Act A:nendments of 
1996 •II 

s. 1757 would authorize appropriations through fiscal year 
1999 [or four programs affecting individuals with developmental 
disabilities: State councils; State protec:t.ion and advocacy 
proqrams; university-affiliated research, education, training, 
and information activities; and projects of natio~al 
significance. 

The Administrar. ion has proposed extending these four 
programs through fiscal year 1999. The programs suppo~t a range 
of activ1tii:>i:; rn h~lp P.ni;:11rP. ~.hat individuals with developmental 
disabilities may participate in the design of, and have ac~~~~ 
to, eul turally compct ent .-.:erv.i 1'.'P~, i:mppnrtF., ;::i i:;.i:;i ~t.anc:P., and 
opportunities thal promote independen=e, productivity, and 
integration in~o the community. We beJ..i.eve tha.t thei;e praaramg 
are operating effectively i~ partnership with State governments, 
local communiticc, :md the privaL.e aecloi:· to assist people with 
developmental disabilities to reach· their maximum potential. 

The enrolled bill was passed by both Houses of Congress 
wl l.hu"'L UfJt'<.l~.iL.iuu. 

we therefore recommend t.hat the Pres.i.t.l~uL 1:1.l.~u Lh'= ~uLull'='U. 

bill. 

Sincerely, 

"-- -{_~,__ 7-?~-
Donna E. Shalala 



Statement on Signing the DRAFT 
uevelopmental uisabilities Assistance and 

Bill of Rights Act Amendments of 1996 

Today I aro pleased to sign into law S. 1757, the "Developmental 
Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Rights Act .Amendments of 
l~~&" extending the Act for three years. .l:'irst enacted 
twenty-five years ago, this legislation h.as made a crucial 
diffP.rence in the lives and futures of Americans with 
developmental disabilities, their families and that of our Nation 
as a whole. By investing a relatively small amount of Federal 
funning ir1 t.hP. dP.velopment and operAt.inn of n~.v~1npmP.ntal 
Disabili~iee Councils, Protection and Advocacy and University 
Affiliated Procrram~ in each State through this lagiA1ation, w~ 
have seen that as a count:::-y we can truly accomplish a lot with a 
litt.le. 

When Precid&nt Kenn~dy, Dr. Eli~abeth Boggc ~r.d othcro fir3t 
conceived of these kinds of prograrr.s, the pritr1ary emphasis was on 
accee~ to institutional facilitiee. Today, the foeue ie on 
helping people to access the support they need to live typica: 
llv~~ of their e;wn choo:sing dn.J dl.Lt:1,,;L.iuH. Tl1t:! Dt::vt=lupmental 
Disabili~ies program emphasizes fundamental system change, 
including legal advocacy and capaci~y bu11~1ng, at the state and 
local levels and CO:'ltinues to spur progress and opportu:lities in 
the everyday lives of children ana a~ulte with deve~opmer.tai and 
other signi~icant dieabilitiee in ways unimaginable a gene~ation 
ago. 

Begiru:.ing in the mid seventiee, individuals with disabilities and 
their families bega~ to work for, and gain passage ot, ~ey State 
and Fede:::-al legisla:ion regarding educational access, barrier 
free design and employment, and helped to open doors which had 
been slam~ed shut for decades. While it was once common for 
peopl~ with disabilities to be eenied access to our community'R 

.. schools, sw:mming pocl&, banks, restaurants, and even to the 
voting booth; today these actions arc not only ill~g~l. hit 
unconscionable to Americans of every race, region and pnlitical 
pP.rRun ~ i rm . 

In lhl!if !Nay, Americans w.i lh dii;abilitirn are he:.ping to :redefine 
both what it mea:'ls tc have a disability in hmer:.ca, w.nd to be a 
full, firGt claG~ United State& citi~an as well. 



Office of the Assistant Attorney General 

The Honorable Jacob J. Lew 
Acting Director 

U. S. Department of Justice 

Office of Legislative Affairs 

Washington, D.C. 20530 

August 2, 1996 

Off ice of Management and Budget 
Washington, D.C. 20503 

Dear Mr. Lew: 

This is in response to your request for the written views 
and recommendation of the Department of Justice on S. 1757, the 
"Developmental Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Rights Act 
Amendments of 1996," which currently is before the President for 
signature. We support the measure and recommend that the 
President sign the bill. 

S. 1757 extends certain authorizations under the 
Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Rights Act through fiscal 
year 1999. The underlying Act addresses the special concerns and 
needs of over 3 million Americans affected by developmental 
disabilities. Conditions such as cerebral palsy, mental 
retardation, epilepsy, and autism manifest themselves early in 
life, result in varying degrees of disability, and affect both 
individuals and families for many years. Serving these people 
effectively requires cooperation among the Federal government and 
States, local communities, and the private sector. The goals of 
the Act are to ensure that affected individuals and their 
families have access to appropriate services; that programs 
promote productivity, independence, and appropriate integration 
into the community; and that affected people and families have an 
opportunity to participate in program development and 
implementation. This bill simply extends the authorization of 
four effective programs that provide for research, training and 
education, and a variety of social and support services. 

Thank you for the opportunity to present our views on 
s. 1757. 

Sincerely, 

;J ~ 
~w Fois,~m-­
Assistant Atft-orney General 



August 6, 1996 

NOTE: 

Attached is the original HHS letter on enrolled bill S. 1757. Thanks. 

Dianne Wells, LRD 



THE SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 
WASHINGTON, 0.C. 20201 

The Honorable Jacob J. Lew 
Acting Director, Office of Management 

and Budget 
Washington, DC 20503 

Dear Mr. Lew: 

Al.JG :J 1996 

This is in response to your request for a report on 
S. 1757, an enrolled bill entitled the "Developmental 
Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Rights Act Amendments of 
1996. II 

S. 1757 would authorize appropriations through fiscal year 
1999 for four programs affecting individuals with developmental 
disabilities: State councils; State protection and advocacy 
programs; university-affiliated research, education, training, 
and information activities; and projects of national 
significance. 

The Administration has proposed extending these four 
programs through fiscal year 1999. The programs support a range 
of activities to help ensure that individuals with developmental 
disabilities may participate in the design of, and have access 
to, culturally competent services, supports, assistance, and 
opportunities that promote independence, productivity, and 
integration into the community. We believe that these programs 
are operating effectively in partnership with State governments, 
local communities, and the private sector to assist people with 
developmental disabilities to reach their maximum potential. 

The enrolled bill was passed by both Houses of Congress 
without opposition. 

We therefore recommend that the President sign the enrolled 
bill. 

Sincerely, 

~~76~ 
Donna E. Shalala 



• Statement on Signing the DRAFT 
uevelopmental uisabilities ASsista~ee and 

Bil~ of ~ights Act Amendments of 1996 

Today I a~ pleased to sign into law S. 1757, the ~oevelopmental 
Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Rights A:t .Amendments of 
l~~ti" extending the Ac: for three years. l'irst enacted 
twenty-five years ago, this le~islation nae made a crucial 
diffP.rence in the lives and future& of Americans with 
developmental disabilities. their families and that of our Nation 
as a whole. By investing a relatively small amount of Federal 
fuT'ln1ng irj t.hP. dP.velopmP.nt. and opP.rBt.1nn nf T>#v-.irirmP.1'1tal 
Diaabili~iee Councils, Protection and Advocacy and University 
Affiliated ?rocrrama in each State through thia legiA1ation, we 
nave seen ~hat as a count=y we can truly accorr1plish a lot with a 
little. 

When Preciaent Kenn~dy, Dr. Eli3abeth 9oggc ~r.d othcro fir3t 
conceived of these kinds of pI"ogratr.s, the pritr.ary emphasis was on 
acceee to institutional facilitiea. Today, the focus i• on 
helping people to access the support they need to live typica: 
llv~~ ..:if theil' e;wn ct1Jcising 4n.:l d.i..Lc1,;L.i.uH. Th~ ~vt:lvpmemtal 
Disabili:ies program empha1~2e1 fundamental system cnangc, 
inclu~:ng legal advocacy and capaci~y bu1101ng. at the state and 
local le·:els a:nd co:-itinues to spur progress and opportu::"'l.ities in 
the everyday lives ~f eh1:d.ren and ac1ults w1u1 deve:i.:>pmer:ta.l ano 
other signi~icant dieabilitiee in ~ays unimaginable a 9~11e=at~on 
ag:i. 

Beg:n::~ng lr. :ne m~~ eeven~iee, individ~als with disabilities an= 
their families bega~ to work for, and gain passage ot, ~ey State 
and Fede=al legie:a:ion regarding educational accees, barrie4 
free deeig:i and employmP.nt, and heloed to open doors which had 
been sla~~ed shut for decades. While it was once common for 
peor!~ with disab!lities to be eenied aec:ees to o~r commur.it.y'R 
schools, sw:mmin3 pocl&, banks, restaurants, and even to the 
voting booth: today these actionr:; arc not only illf!g-.1, hut 
unconscio:ia.ble to Arr.e:r:i.c:ans of every race, region and pn11 tical 
pP.TRlHI != i :"ln . 

In th.ii way, A.mericans wllh diaabilitie; are he:ping to redefine 
both what it mea:"ls te have a disability in 1\mer:.c;s, ;ir.d to be a 
full, fir~t ela~~ United Statea oitimen as well. 

• 



STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT 

Today, I am pleased to sign into law S. 1757, the 

"Developmental Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Rights Act 

Amendments of 1996." This legislation would extend for 3 years 

the authorization of appropriations under the Act. 

During the 25 years since its enactment, the Developmental 

Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Rights Act has made a 

crucial difference in the lives and futures of Americans with 

developmental disabilities and their families. Through this 

Act, Federal funds support the development and operation of 

developmental disabilitied councils, protection and advocacy 

activities, university-affiliated programs, and projects of 

national significance. This crucial investment has provided the 

structure to assist people with developmental disabilities to 

reach their maximum potential. 

When first conceived by President Kennedy, Dr. Elizabeth 

Boggs, and others, the primary emphasis of developmental 

disabilities programs was on access to institutional facilities. 

Today, the focus is on helping people to obtain the support they 

need to make choices about how to live, particularly in family 

or community settings. The developmental disabilities programs 

emphasize fundamental system change, including legal services 

and advocacy and capacity building at the State and local 

levels. They also continue to spur progress and create 

opportunities in the everyday lives of children and adults 

with developmental and other significant disabilities in ways 

unimaginable a generation ago. 

Beginning in the mid-seventies, individuals with 

disabilities and their families began to work for, and gain 

passage of, key Federal and State legislation regarding 

educational access, barrier-free design, and employment. The 

resulting legislation has helped to open doors that had be~ 

slammed shut for decades. It was once common for ~als 
with disabilities to be denied access to community schools, 

swimming pools, banks, restaurants, and even to the voting 
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QFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

ROUTE SLIP 

TO: Tim Saunders 

FROM: Janet l'orsqren DATEI 8/5/96 

REMARJCS 

Attached is an advance copy of the signing staternetn on s. 1757, 
Developmental Disabilities Amendments. We plan to forward the 
!inal draft signing statement, along with the enrolled bill 
memorandum, to Todd Stern tomorrow (Tuesday) morning. 



STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT 

,t}J) Y !tr./{. e ffeoM (JM. 8 
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Today, I am pleased to sign into laws. 1757, the 

"Developmental Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Rights Act 

~ Amendments of 199~ This legislation would extend for th~ee 
years the authorization of appropriations under the Act. 

2~ 
During the :twenty five years since its enactment, the 

Developmental Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Rights Act has 

made a crucial difference in the lives and futures of Americans 

with developmental disabilities and their families. Through this 

Act, Federal funds support the development and operation of 

dovclopmental disabilities councils, protection and advocacy 

activities, university-affiliated programs, and projects of 

national significance. This crucial investment has provided the 

structure to assist people with developmental disabilities to 

reach their maximum potential. 

When first conceived by President Kennedy, Dr. Elizabeth 

Boggs, and others, the primary emphasis of developmental 

disabilities programs was on access to institutional facilities. 

Today, the focus is on helping people to obtain the support they · f ~ ? 
------ ?111(///r r l'J-- ~ )ft'Clf1

f( j • 
need to make choices about how to live, i-nclud-ing- in family or 

community settings. The developmental disabilities programs 

emphasize fundamental 

advocacy~apacity 
They also continue to 

system change, including legal services~ 

building at the State and local levels. 

spur progress and create opportunities in 

the everyday lives of children and adults with developmental and 

other significant disabilities in ways unimaginable a generation 

ago. 
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Beginning in the mid-seventies, individuals with 

disabilities and their families began to work for, and gain 

passage of, key Federal and state legislation regarding 

\/""'. educational access, barrier-free desig(j!nd employment. The 

resulting legislation has helped to open doors that had been 

slammed shut for decades. It was once common--·f or ·individuals _, ..•. 

with disabilities to be denied access- to community schools, 

swimming pools, ban~s. restaurants, and even to the voting booth. 

~ these actions are not only illegal, but unconscionable to 

Americans of every race, region, and political persuasion. 

( 
\ ~~(")~ ----.. In this way, 

',t ~11. 
mericans with disabilities are helping to 

.;:y redefine both what it means to have a disability in America and 

to be a full, first class United States citizen as well. I am 

proud to support continuation of the developmenal disabilities 

programs that have assisted them in their efforts. 

I 
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Today, I am pleased to S]tjn into lo.w s. 1757, the 

"Deve~~m~ntal Oisab)lities Asai~tanoo and Bill of Rights ~ct 
Atnend:me~ti of 1996". This lcqislation would egtend for t-.hree 

YPare the 'authorjzation of appropria~ions un~er the Act. 
\ 

\ 

DUl'"ing- ·~~e twenty-five ve~rc slnce it&; enactmant, the 

Developmental 'ojsabilities A~simt~ncP and Bill of Rights Act has 

made 

with 

', 
\ 

a crucial ultfercnce :in tht! liver:1 dnd fl.ltui·es of Au1er)cans 
\ ... 

devc:i.lopmt!ntal\ciisabjlities and their familie~. Thronqh this 
\ 

Act, l''ederal tunds s'\i~port the developmt=mt and operation of 

developmental. di:aabilH:ics councils, protection ancl advooo.cy 

act:ivities, universjty-affiJ iated progro:rn~, and p1·ojecto ot 
·, 

nAtional signi! icancc. 'I'hi:s crucial investment has provided the 

structure to assist peop1e wi~h dQvclopmental d1s~bilit1eA to 

reach their maximum pot&ntial. 

When ti.rst conceived by Prosident Kennedy, Dr • .t::Jizabeth 

Ro9qs, ann others, the primary ~mphasii;s ot developmental 
" disabili.ties pro9rams wa~ on <tccese to ini:ttitut.ional facilities. 

Today, the !ocue is on h~lping paople tn obtain the suppnrt they 

need to make choices about now to 11VP., inclu'd~ng in tamily or 

community Rettiugs. The developDlental disabUities pro9rarns 

emphasiZP. fundam~mtal systom chanqe, inclurlin9 legiq oervicPs: l:lnd 

advocacy Qnd capacit.y tmilding i'\t the Stl!'.te aud local·.~evPls. 

They also continue to spu1: progrolSS ann cre<tte oppor~un'S·\ics in 

the everyday lives of children and adults with dev~lopmGnta~ and 

other significant disabilities in wayo unim~ginable ~ generation 

ago. 
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/JD o\; (!j I ~-.-?~ (~ STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT 

~e.}( Today, I am pleased to si~n into laws, 1757, the 

~ "Developmental Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Rights Act 

~ Amendments of 199~ This legislation would extend for th;ae 

years the authorization of appropriations under the Act. 
2~ 

During the ~wen~y five years since its enactment, the 

Developmental Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Rights Act has 

made a crucial difference in the lives and futures of Americans 

with developmental disabilities and their families. Through this 

Act, Federal funds support the development and operation of 

developmental disabilities councils, protection and advocacy 

activities, university-affiliated programs, and projects of 

national significance. This crucial investment has provided the 

structure to assist people with developmental disabilities to 

reach their maximum potential. 

When first conceived by President Kennedy, Dr. Elizabeth 

Boggs, and others, the primary emphasis of developmental 

disabilities programs was on access to institutional facilities. 

Today, the focus is on helping people to obtain the 

0 need to make choices aQout how to live, i-nclucl-inc;r i 

community settings. The developmental disabilities programs 

emphasize fundamental system change, including legal services and 

advocacy and capacity building at the state and local levels. 

They also continue to spur progress and create opportunities in 

the everyday lives of children and adults with developmental and 

other significant disabilities in ways unimaginable a generation 

ago. 
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Beginning in th with 

passage of, key Federal and state legislation regarding 

V"' educational access, barrier-free desi9(}Jnd employment. 

resulting legislation has helped to open doors that had 

The 

been 

slammed shut for decades. It was once common for individuals 

with disabilities to be denied access to community schools, 

swimming pools, banks, restaurants, and even to the voting booth. 

Today, these actions are not only illegal, but unconscionable to 

Americans of every race, region, and political persuasion. 

In this way, Americans with disabilities are helping to 

redefine both what it means to have a disability in America and 

to be a full, first class United States citizen as well. I am 

proud to support continuation of the developmenal disabilities 

programs that have assisted them in their efforts. 



STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT 
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Today, I am pleased to siqn into laws. 1757, the 

"Developmental Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Rights Act 

~ Amendments of 199~ This- legislation would extend for 'tb~ae 
years the authorization of appropriations under the Act. 

2~ 
During the ~wenty fi?e years since its enactment, the 

Developmental Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Rights Act has 

made a crucial difference in the lives and futures of Americans 

with developmental disabilities and their families. Through this 

Act, Federal !unds support the development and operation of 

developmental disabilities councils, protection and advocacy 

activities, university-affiliated programs, and projects of 

national significance. This crucial investment has provided the 

structure to assist people with developmental disabilities to 

reach their maximum potential. 

When first conceived by President Kennedy, Dr. Elizabeth 

Boggs, and others, the primary emphasis of developmental 

disabilities programs was on access to institutional facilities. 

Today, the focus is on helping people to obtain the support they • f ~ 
----r-1",,v/c.rl'J-- ~ 'Sfec1r1rc J 

need to make choices about how to live, i--ncluding- in family or 

community settings. The developmental disabilities programs 

emphasize fundamental system change, including legal services and 

advocacy and capacity building at the State and local levels. 

They also continue to spur progress and create opportunities in 

the everyday lives of children and adults with developmental and 

other significant disabilities in ways unimaginable a generation 

ago. 
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Beginning in the mid-seventies, individuals with 

disabilities and their families began to work for, and gain 

passage of, key Federal and State legislation regarding 

V educational accaSB, barrier-free desi9(J!nd employment. The 

resulting legislation has helped to open doors that had been 

slammed shut tor decades. It was once common for individuals 

with disabilities to be denied access to community schools, 

swimming pools, banks, restaurants, and even to the voting booth. 

Today, these actions are not onl~ illegal, but unconscionable to 

Americans of every race, region, and political persuasion. 

In this way, Americans with disabilities are helping to 

redefine both what it means to have a disability in America and 

to be a full, first class United States citizen as well. I am 

proud to support continuation of the developmenal disabilities 

programs that have assisted them in their efforts. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

Off ice of the Press Secretary 

For Immediate Release August 6, 1996 

STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT 

Today, I am pleased to sign into law S. 1757, the 
"Developmental Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Rights Act 
Amendments of 1996." This legislation would extend for 3 years 
the authorization of appropriations under the Act. 

During the 25 years since its enactment, the Developmental 
Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Rights Act has made a 
crucial difference in the lives and futures of Americans with 
developmental disabilities and their families. Through this 
Act, Federal funds support the development and operation of 
developmental disabilities councils, protection and advocacy 
activities, university-affiliated programs, and projects of 
national significance. This crucial investment has provided the 
structure to assist people with developmental disabilities to 
reach their maximum potential. 

When first conceived by President Kennedy, Dr. Elizabeth 
Boggs, and others, the primary emphasis of developmental 
disabilities programs was on access to institutional facilities. 
Today, the focus is on helping people to obtain the support they 
need to make choices about how to live, particularly in family 
or community settings. The developmental disabilities programs 
emphasize fundamental system change, including legal services 
and advocacy and capacity building at the State and local 
levels. They also continue to spur progress and create 
opportunities in the everyday lives of children and adults 
with developmental and other significant disabilities in ways 
unimaginable a generation ago. 

Beginning in the mid-seventies, individuals with 
disabilities and their families began to work for, and gain 
passage of, key Federal and State legislation regarding 
educational access, barrier-free design, and employment. The 
resulting legislation has helped to open doors that had been 
slammed shut for decades. It was once common for people with 
disabilities to be denied access to community schools, swimming 
pools, banks, restaurants, and even to the voting booth. Today, 
these actions are not only illegal, but would be considered 
beyond the pale by the American people. 

Americans with disabilities are helping to redefine what 
it means to have a disability in America and what it means to 
be a full, contributing citizen. I am pleased to support 
continuation of the developmental disabilities programs that 
have meant so much to Americans with disabilities. 

THE WHITE HOUSE, 
August 6, 1996. 

# # # 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 
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STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT 

Today, I am pleased to sign into law S. 1757, the 
"Developmental Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Rights Act 
Amendments of 1996." This legislation would extend for 3 years 
the authorization of appropriations under the Act. 

During the 25 years since its enactment, the Developmental 
Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Rights Act has made a 
crucial difference in the lives and futures of Americans with 
developmental disabilities and their families. Through this 
Act, Federal funds support the development and operation of 
developmental disabilities councils, protection and advocacy 
activities, university-affiliated programs, and projects of 
national significance. This crucial investment has provided the 
structure to assist people with developmental disabilities to 
reach their maximum potential. 

When first conceived by President Kennedy, Dr. Elizabeth 
Boggs, and others, the primary emphasis of developmental 
disabilities programs was on access to institutional facilities. 
Today, the focus is on helping people to obtain the support they 
need to make choices about how to live, particularly in family 
or community settings. The developmental disabilities programs 
emphasize fundamental system change, including legal services 
and advocacy and capacity building at the State and local 
levels. They also continue to spur progress and create 
opportunities in the everyday lives of children and adults 
with developmental and other significant disabilities in ways 
unimaginable a generation ago. 

Beginning in the mid-seventies, individuals with 
disabilities and their families began to work for, and gain 
passage of, key Federal and State legislation regarding 
educational access, barrier-free design, and employment. The 
resulting legislation has helped to open doors that had been 
slammed shut for decades. It was once common for people with 
disabilities to be denied access to community schools, swimming 
pools, banks, restaurants, and even to the voting booth. Today, 
these actions are not only illegal, but would be considered 
beyond the pale by the American people. 

Americans with disabilities are helping to redefine what 
it means to have a disability in America and what it means to 
be a full, contributing citizen. I am pleased to support 
continuation of the developmental disabilities programs that 
have meant so much to Americans with disabilities. 

THE WHITE HOUSE, 
August 6, 1996. 
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STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT 

Today, I am pleased to sign into laws. 1757, the 

11 oevelopmental Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Rights Act 

Amendments of 199611 • This leqislation would extend for thrQe 

years the authorization of appropriations under the Act. 

During tha twenty-five yoara since its enactm•nt, tho 

Developmental Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Rights Act has 

madQ a crucial differonoe in the lives and futures of Americans 

with developmental disabilities and their families. Through this 

Act, Federal funds support the development and operation of 

developmental disabilities councils, protection and advocacy 

~ctivities, university-affiliated programs, and projects or 

national significance. This crucial investment has prqvided the 

structure to assist people with developmental disabilities to 

reach their maximum potential. 

When first conceived by President Kennedy, or. Elizabeth 

Boggs, and others, th~ primary emphasis of davalopmental 

disabilities programs was on access to institutional facilities. 

Today, the focuc is on helping people to obtain the support they 

need to make choices about how to live, including in family or 

community settings. The developmental di~Gbilities programs 

emphasize fundamental system change, including legal services and 

~dvocacy and capacity building at the state and local levels. 

They also continue to spur progress and create opportunities in 

the everyday lives of children and adults with developmental and 

other significant disabilities in ways unimaginable a ganaration 

ago. 
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Be9inninq in the mid-seventies, individuals with 

disabilities and their families be94n to work for, and gain 

passaqe ot, key Federal and State leqislation regarding 

educational access, barrior-free design and employment. The 

resulting legislation has helped to open doors that had been 

slammed shut for decades. It was once common ror individuals 

with disabilities to be denied access to community schools, 

swimming pools, banKs, restaurants., and even to the voting booth. 

Today, these actions are not only illegal, hut unconscionable to 

Americans of every race, region, and political persuasion. 

In this way, Americans with disabilitioc arQ helping to 

redefine both what it means to have a disability in America and 

to be a full, firct olaaa United States citizen as wall. I am 

proud to support continuation of the developmenal disabilities 

programa that have aaaiated them in their effort~. 
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