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May 3, 1993

Alfred Sonnenstrahl

Executive Director

Pamela Ransom

President

Telecommunications for the Deaf, Inc.
8719 Colesville Road

Suite 300

Silver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Mr. Sonnenstrahl:

Thank you very much for your letter requesting that President
William J. Clinton serve as Honorary Co-Chair for your group’s
Celebration of the establishment of Title IV of the Americans
With Disabilities Act.

It is a great honor to be considered for such a role, and the
President sincerely appreciates your interest. Unfortunately, he
is unable to accommodate your request at this time and cannot
lend his name to your cause.

The President does, however, wish you the greatest success in
your efforts.

Thank you again for your 1nterest
Sﬁnlerely,

U: | QAJ\ o O~ —"

Mar . Gearan
Deputy Chief{ of Staff



SPECIAL SCHEDULING REQUESTS
HONORARY CHAIR, HONORARY PATRON, HONORARY MEMBERSHIP

Today’s Date: April 2, 1993

Request for: President Clinton
Type of Request: Honorary co-chair
Date of Request: March 12, 1993

Requestor Name:
Alfred Sonnenstrahl
Pamela Ransom

Requestor Tel. #: 301-589-3786
Requestor Organization:
Telecommunications for the Deaf, Inc.

8719 Colesville Road, Suite 300
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Date of Event: July 26, 1993
Notes: Invite to be Hon. chair of celebration of act
(Americans with Disabilities) to require some common

carriers to provide state-wide telecommunications relay
services.

Recommendations:
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HOME OFFICE
301-589-3786 (Voica)
301-589-3006 (TDD)
301-589-3797 (FAX)

TELECOMMUNICATIONS FOR THE DEAF, INC.
8719 COLESVILLE ROAD, SUITE 300 » SILVER SPRING, MD * 20910

WY
) Board of Directors
AL
%\’V\l President
Pamela Ransom
701 Pennsylvania Av NW
#1112
Washington, DC 20004
"202-638-1619 (T/V)

Vice President
Larry Evans
3505 S Lamar #2058
Austin, TX 78704
512-445-2735 (T)

Secretary-Treasurer
F. Cary Hobson
132 Arlington Street
Acton, MA 01720
*508-263-8937 (T/V)

Seymour S. Bernstein
2992 Hyde Park Circle
Riverside, CA 92506
714-787-9649 (T)

Nancy J. Bloch
2707 Lake Avenue
Cheverly. MD 20785

301-322-3384 (T)

T. Alan Hurwitz
100 Holley Brook Drive
Penfield, NY 14526
716-385-1153 (T)

Robert E. Scheffel
6882 Amy Lane, N.E.
Keizer, OR 97303
503-390-1508 (T)

Joseph Slotnick
10126-109 Reseda Bivd
Northridge, CA 91324
818-885-0702 (T)

Frank Turk
1019 W. Sterlington PI
Apex, NC 27502
919-362-7244 (T)

Executive Director
Alfred Sonnenstrahl

March 12, 1993

The Honorable Bill Clinton
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear President Clinton:

Passage of the landmark Americans With Disabilities Act has
changed the lives of many of the 43 million Americans with
disabilities. In just a few short months, another step forward
will be taken that will effect the deaf and hard- of-hearing
communities.

On July 26, 1993, Title IV of the Act--Telecommunications
Relay Services--will become effective. As you know, Title IV
requires common carriers providing voice telephone services to
provide state-wide telecommunications relay services all over
the country.

To commemorate this important occasion, Telecommunications for
the Deaf, Inc. (TDI), a national non profit organization
opening new avenues of communication for the deaf, hard-of-
hearing and speech-impaired communities will sponsor its
first-ever Celebration aboard the Spirit of Washington cruise
ship on Monday evening, July 26.

July 26, 1993 is an historic date for all of us. We would
1ike to invite you to be the Honorary Co-Chair of this event
and to help appropriately mark an important milestone in the
deaf and hard-of-hearing communities. The impact of the
\Americans With Disabilities Act continues to have a far
reaching effect on every aspect of our lives. We value the
vital role that your Administration will play in the future.

TDI works to improve technology and accessiblity for all who
rely on visual telecommunications. In partnership with an
Advisory Council representing all the national organizations
of deaf, hard-of-hearing, and speech-impaired consumers, TDI
improves telecommunications relay systems; expands access to
emergency and information service; and increases the
availability of television captioning and visual alerting
devices.

Additionally, TDI works directly with government and industry
to assess visual telecommunications needs, foster the
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development of advance telecommunications devices, and improve
access to new technologies and services. TDI has played a key
role in mandating emergency telephone accessibility for TTY
users in the ADA and currently leads the cooperative effort to
assure compliance with these critical regulations.

TDI publishes a comprehensive director of Text Telephone
users. "Text Telephone" is the term adopted by the FCC to
designate existing telecommunications devices for the deaf--
TDDs/TTYs and computers equipped with telephone modems 1inking
users to electronic databases, electronic mail and information
services. TDI’s annual directory is used by the nearly half a
million TTY users.

Although we realize that your busy schedule may preclude you
from being with us on July 26, we hope you will still be
willing to lend your name to our efforts. If you or your staff
need any additional information, please contact our
Celebration Coordinator, Natalie Shear, at 202-833-4456.

We look forward to hearing from you and to working with you
and your Administration in the years ahead.

Sincerely,

ol Jotide

of)
A]freé Sonnenstrahl Pamela Ransom
Executive Director President



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

ORM OPTICAL DISK NETWORK ﬂ” / W
ID# 02 [Q

Hardcopy pages are in poor condition (too light or too dark).

Remainder of case not scanned.
Oversize attachment not scanned.
Report not scanned.
Enclosure(s) not scanned.
Proclamation not scanned.
Incoming letter(s) not scanned.
Proposal not scanned.

Statement not scanned.
Duplicate letters attached - not scanned.
Only table of contents scanned.
No incoming letter attached.
Only tracking sheet scanned.
Photo(s) not scanned.

Bill not scanned.

Resolution not scanned.

Comments:




