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122665 
Document No. ____ _ 

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

DATE: ---'A=u::...;g.....:u=s-=t_9=---''-=1=9..::...9..::...5 _ ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: _____ _ 

SUBJEC~ Voices of Freedom: America Speaks Out on the ADA 

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT D D McGINTY D D 
PANETTA D D NASH D D 
McLARTY D D QUINN D 0 

ICKES D D RASCO D ~ 
BOWLES D D SOSNIK D D 
RIVLIN D D STEPHANOPOULOS D D 

EMANUEL D D TYSON D D 

GEARAN D D WEBSTER D D 
GIBBONS D D WILLIAMS D D 

GRIFFIN D D D D 

HALE D D D D 
HERMAN D D D D 

HIGGINS D D D D 

LAKE D D D D 

LINDSEY D D D D 

MIKVA D D D D 

McCURRY D D D D 

REMARKS: PLEASE RETURN REPORT TO THIS OFFICE AFTER REVIEW. 
If you would like a copy of the Report to keep, contact this office. 

RESPONSE: 

Staff Secretary 
Ext. 6·2702 



NATIONAL COUNCIL ON DISABILITY 

An independent federal agency working with the President and the Congress to increase the 
inclusion, independence, and empowerment of all Americans with disabilities. 

July 26, 1995 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

The National Council on Disability is pleased to submit to you this report, entitled Voices of 
Freedom: America Speaks Out on the ADA. Under its Congressional mandate, the National 
Council on Disability is charged with the responsibility to gather information on the 
implementation, effectiveness, and impact of the Americans with Disabilities Act. This 
report describes the implementation of this landmark civil rights legislation from the 
perspectives of people with disabilities in all 50 States, the District of Columbia, and the 
U.S. Virgin Islands. 

Over the past several months, the Council has met with thousands of people with disabilities, 
with their family members, with business people, and with public servants. Our overall 
conclusion from these meetings is that the ADA is beginning to create positive and, at times, 
dramatic changes in the lives of people with disabilities. However, given the many areas 
where compliance has not yet been achieved, and in recognition of the relatively brief time in 
which the law has been in effect, it is clear that further efforts are necessary in order to 
increase public awareness of the Act, furnish education and clarification to covered entities 
regarding the provisions of the Act, and provide the resources required to encourage 
voluntary compliance and ensure effective enforcement. 

In this report we also address some of the myths that have arisen regarding the ADA. As 
with any legislation that addresses the painful subject of prejudice in our society, the ADA 
has been under attack. This report, which describes the real-life experiences of thousands of 
citizens with disabilities as well as all credible research on this topic to date, challenges these 
myths. 

Today, as we observe-and celebrate-the fifth anniversary of the Americans with 
Disabilities Act, I once again pledge our unwavering commitment to ensuring that equality of 
opportunity, full participation, independent living, and economic self- sufficiency become 
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realities in the lives of Americans with disabilities. Under your leadership, I remain 
confident that we can continue to build an America where all citizens have equal access to 
the achievement of these important goals. 

Sincerely,~ 

~{if[U.~ 
Marca Bristo 
Chairperson 
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inclusion, independence, and empowerment of all Americans with disabilities. 
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The President 
The White House 
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Dear Mr. President: 

The National Council on Disability is pleased to submit to you this report, entitled Voices of 
Freedom: America Speaks Out on the ADA. Under its Congressional mandate, the National 
Council on Disability is charged with the responsibility to gather information on the 
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realities in the lives of Americans with disabilities. Under your leadership, I remain 
confident that we can continue to build an America where all citizens have equal access to 
the achievement of these important goals. 

s~;;;~JC6 
Marca Bristo 
Chairperson 
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