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REMARKS OF
AMBASSADOR MADELEINE K. ALBRIGHT
U.S. PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE TO THE UNITED NATIONS
CONCERNING THE FOURTE WORLD CONFERENCE ON WOMEN
'CENTER FOR NATIONAL POLICY BREAKFAST
' WASHBINGTON, D.C.
'~ AUGUST 2, 1995

Good morning. I am pleased to be here. I may be
prejudiced, but I think the Center for National Policy is a
great organlzatlon, and I appreczate its wllllngness to sponsor

The Fourth World Conference on Women Wlll convene in China
in 33 days and, let there be no doubt, the Unlted States will
be there. v L

We will be there because thzs conference is a rare
opportunity to chart further gains in the status and rights. of
more than half the people on earth.

As leader of the American delegation, I am confident that
U.S. goals will have strong Support. These include--

e} promotlng and protectlng the human rlghts of women and -
ending violence agalnst women, ;

o eypandlng ‘the participation of women in polltlcal and
economic deCLSlonmaklng, :

o assurlng equal access for women to education and health
care throughout their lives:
. , (
o strengthening families through efforts to balance the
work and family resp0n31bllltles of both women and men; and

o recognizing the 1ncreased role of nongovernmental A
organizations (NGO's) in buxldlng,strong communities--at the

local, national and international levels.:

The conference in Beijing will be the fourth in a series
begun 20 years ago in Mexico City. These gatherings have
spurred legal, social and political reforms that have enhanced
the lives of women and girls around the globe. Our goal now is -
to build on past gains and to hasten the removal of contlnulng
obstacles to the full and equal part1c1patxon of women in
soc1ety : :



As sdmeone{whoSe family was driven from its home twice when
I was a child, first by Hitler, then by Stalin, I believe. it is
the respon51b111ty of every free person to do what he or she
can to advance the freedom of others. And I intend to see that
the U.S. delegation to the Women’s Conference serves as an
unabashed advocate for freedom and human rlghts.

Unfortunately, today, in countrles around ‘the world,
appalling abuses are being committed against women. These
include coerced abortions and sterilizations, children sold
into prostitution, ritual mutilations, dowry murders and
OfflClal 1nd1fference to v1olence.

The Cllnton Admlnlstratlon Wlll use the conference in
'Beijlng to underline the truth that violence against women is
no one’s prerogative; it is not a cultural choice; it is not an
inevitable consequence of biology--it is a crime that we all
have a responsrblllty to condemn, prevent, punlsh and stop

Now, there are those who say that we should wrthdraw from
the Women’s Conference because of the human rights policies of
the host country Those suggestions are well-motivated, but
they miss: the main point. American withdrawal would not stop
the conference or cause it to be moved; it would lead, instead,
to a conference in which 130 million American women would be
- unrepresented and in which American 1nfluence and leadership
would not be felt.

It 3ust does not make sense, in the name of human rights,
" to boycott a conference that has, as a prlmary purpose, the
promotlon of human rlghts.v

The way to help women, in China and elsewhere, is not to
abandon the field to others, but rather to attend this
conference, to debate head-on the differences of phrlosophy and
ideology that exist, to lay out before the world the abuses we
want to halt and the obstacles to progress we want to remove,
and to gain commitments to change from the societies most in
need of change. That is what leadership and a commitment to
‘free and open discussion are all about. :

With respect to. Harry Wu, our position is clear. ' He should
be ‘released 1mmed1ately and unharmed. His case is a top
priority for the United States. I . can understand why some
would want to tie conference participation to Mr. Wu'’s release,
but that assumes falsely that our attendance would be some sort
of favor to Beijing. We have no cause to believe that our
approach to the conference will have any impact on Chlna s
~de0131ons concernlng Mr. Wu.- ,




We do have reason, however, to hope that the conference
will have a positive effect on the status of women 1n China.

Conference preparations already- ‘have contrlbuted to a
heightened awareness within China of women’ s 1ssues., There 1s
public discussion.of previously taboo subjects, including
violence against women. Chinese returning from the preparatory
meetings have described their heightened sensxt1v1ty to the
treatment of women in the media and to the .economic
exploitation of women. It matters a great deal that more than
5,000 Chinese women will participate in the NGO forum and wlll
take their lmpre351ons back to their communities.

Given the nature of_Chlna s human rights record, I do not
mean to exaggerate the impact of this one conference. But as a
former board member of the National Endowment for Democracy, I
* know that one of the best ways to promote democratic thinking
is to expose people to new ideas on matters that relate
dlrectly to their own llves

Exposure to such thlnklng matters to us not only in Chlna,
but around the world, because countries in which women have a
fair share of power tend to be more stable, democratic,
prosperous and just than those in which women are marglnallzed
- and repressed. : A

The Women’s Conference will contribute to a freer and more
equitable world. As its recommendations are implemented, it
willkalsé strengthen families around the world. We know from
our own experience that when families are strong, children are
cared for, socially constructive values are taught and an
environment lS created in which c1v111ty and law may thrive.

) So we want momentum to bUlld around the idea that women and
“men should share fairly in the responsibilities of family life;
we want to see glrls valued to the same degree as boys; we want
parents and prospectlve parents to be able to make informed -
judgments as they plan their families; and we want to see:
domestic violence curtailed and condemned. .

. _Each of these is a central element of the Cohference draft -
Platform for Action. And effective action on each w1ll help
families and communitiés everywhere.

Desplte recent gaxns, women remain an undervalued and
underdeveloped human resource. This is not to say that women
have trouble finding work; in many societies--especially in
rural, agriculturally-based areas--they do the vast majority of
the work; but they don’t own the land, they are not taught to
read, they can’t obtain personal or business loans and they are
denied.equal access to the levers of political decisionmaking.

i



It: is no accident that most of those in the world who are
abjectly poor are women, often caring for children without the
help of the children’s father; many trapped from an early age
in a web of abuse, discrimination, ignorance and powerlessness
from whlch only a few are able to escape.

We . cannot be indifferent. It is reported that, in Angola,
one-third of a}l homicides. are perpetrated against women,
usually by their spouse. :

In ‘Thailand, child prostitution is growing because clients
believe older prostitutes are more ilkely to be 1nfected by
HIV. .

In Senegal females receive less than one~th1rd the .
schooling received by males.

“In Sierra Leone, women perform much of the subsistence
farming and all of the child rearing and have little
opportunlty for education. ‘

'And:almost everywhere, women are restricted by : N
discriminatory attitudes. and social and economic structures
that are'unjust.

The WOmen s Conference will not solve these problems
overnight, but it will call attentlon to them and promote
remedial action. Women the world over are prepared to be full
partners 'in sustainable development, but they need access to
education and health care; they -need access to credit; and they
need equality under the law. Releasing the productive capacity
of women' is one key to breaking the cycle of poverty; and that
will contribute, in turn, to higher standards of living for all

natlons.; : - : 3 5 ) .

, Slnce the flrst Women'’ s Conference 20 years ago,
opportunltles for women have expanded throughout the world. It
is no longer a questlon of whether women from all countries
'will have a strong voice in-controlling their destinies, but
only when and how that goal ‘will be achleved ‘ ‘

‘But bu;ldlng inclusive societies is still a work in
‘progress. The United States has been working on it for two
centuries. For more than half our nation’s history, until 75
years ago this month, American women could not even vote. Many
traditional or authoritarian societies still have a very long
way to go. The Fourth Women’s Conference will offer guidelines
and promote commitments for every state to move forward,
whatever current practices and policies may be.



. In preparing for this conference, I was reminded of an old
Chinese poem in which a father says to his young daughter:

We keep a dog to watch the house.
A pig is useful, too;

We! keep a cat to catch a mouse;

But what can we do

Wlth a glrl llke you?

For me, the Women’s Conference will be a success if it

’ brings.us even a little closer to the day when girls all over

the world will be able to look ahead with confidence that their
lives will be valued, their individuality respected, their
rights .protected and their futures determined by thelr own -
abllltles and character..' :

In such a wcrld, the lives of all of us--men and women,
boys and glrls-~wlll be enriched.

And it-is to- make progress towards such a world that the
United States will be partxcxpatlng actively, forcefully and
proudly. in Beijing. A

{

Thapk you very much. Now, I would be happy to respond to
any questions you might have. v ' ‘ ~
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GOOD EVENING:

: I am honored to .join all of you tonlght to be in Beljlng,
-.and to represent the United States as a.co-chair of the U.s.
delegation at this 1mportant conference on women.

I come here tonight to discuss our mutual 1nterest in
women's health. We do not share common languages or cultures or
rellglons. But, together we are reachlng across continents to
“join hands to improve the health of women from Peru to Paris,
from Lebanon to Los Angeles, from Senegal to Slngapore.

In just fourteen years -- the time it takes to raise a child.
from birth to adolescence -- a wave of human destruction has
swept :over our planet. In that time, HIV has claimed the lives
of more than six million men, women, and children. - And today;
more than 18 million c1tlzens of the world are 'living with this
1n51d10us virus. ’ » : :

We know that women constitute more than 40 percent of adult

'~ HIV infections around the globe -- and, tragically, that number

is growing. By the end of the century, experts predict that most
new HIV infections will be among women and children.

We know that blologlcally and socially women are more
vulnerable to HIV 1nfect10n.

, We know that HIV expresses 1tself dlfferently in women than
- it does in men. - , :

And, as we approach the dawn of the 21st century, we know
‘that the real faces of AIDS include our mothers and our.
daughters, our sisters and our aunts, our neighbors and our

- friends.

" The face of AIDS is the 30 year-old womanvln Zimbabwe who is
struggllng to survive with her partner, who is also infected with
HIV. A

The face of AIDS is the 24 year-old woman in the United
States who exchanges sex for food and shelter and 1s now living
with AIDS.

The face of AIDS is the 42 year-old woman in London who,
having unknowingly infected her children, must watch her famlly
dlslntegrate before her eyes.

And, the face of AIDS is the 11 year-old girl in the
Ph111pp1nes forced to raise herself because both of her parents
were stolen away by this cruel pandemic. »

But, these women are not alone.



Because, in the ‘face of th1s tragedy, there are also
‘glimmers of hope. . : :

Women, from around the world using their minds and bodies
and souls: . researchlng vaccines and cures; raising money and
‘raising awareness; ' holding families together; and fighting for
policies that will help stop this disease and heal those it
strikes. .

That's exactly why we are here.

- We meet today to demonstrate our solldarlty agalnst HIV and
AIDS, our determination to conquer it, and our commitment -- now
and always -- to compassionately support those members of our
global family who have been affected by it

Let me be clear: - Any breach in international solidarity is
a victory for the virus. Because AIDS does not discriminate. it
knows no boundaries of geography or gender; ethnicity or
employment. It makes no distinctions based on age, natlonallty, _
or sexual orientation. So, our efforts must be just as universal -
in scope. - ‘

In the United States, we have significantly increased the ,
resources devoted to combatting HIV and AIDS at home and around
the world. :

We have re- focused and re-energized our research agenda and'
developed frank and honest publlc educatlon campalgns.

We have -- as a matter of national pollcy -- directly
involved non-governmental organizations in the planning and
1mplementatlon of our AIDS strategy..

We're forging partnershlps with our pharmaceutical industry,
experts from academia, and members of the AIDS community to
remove bureaucratic roadblocks and speed the development of AIDS-
related drugs.

And, ‘through it all we are working tirelessly to empower
women to protect themselves against HIV and other sexually-
transmitted diseases. '

I'm talklng about supportlng pr1vate efforts to develop the
female condom.

I'm talklng about doubllng our commltment to develop a
microbicide that women can use privately to protect themselves
‘from HIV and other sexually transmltted dlseases.



‘ I'm talklng about capltallzlng on the landmark results of
AIDS Clinical Trials Group 076. The evidence that. we can block’
perlnatal transmission of HIV with a ‘drug has created a br1ght
ray of hope for countless women and the1r children.

. And I'm talklng about prov1d1ng approprlate and :
- compassionate care to all those who are 11v1ng with HIV and AIDS.

" We can make the1r lives better, 1f not longer, but 1t w1ll
' require greater will and greater resources. But it is clearly
not enough. : S S

' To meet thlS challenge, all of us must’ enc1rcle the globe, E
creating an international front to stop the spread of th1s ‘
' disease and the pain and sufferlng it causes._

. As members of the global famlly, the people of the United .
- States remain committed to the 1nternatlonal partnershlp agalnst
“HIV and AIDS. : : :

The Pre51dent's budget 1ncludes .a strong commltment for
direct assistance to international AIDS activities --
‘demonstrating the United States cont1nu1ng ded1catlon to these
efforts as the lead bilateral contrlbutor.,. :

We are: also flrmly supportlng the new Unlted 'Nations AIDS
Program and ‘its visionary director, Dr. Peter Piot. 1In just a
few short months, Dr. Piot and his colleagues have" made B
tremendous ‘gains. : : , :

But thepsuccess5of UNAlDS,{and the success«of every .other
international effort, will depend upon all nations committing
. thelr hearts, thelr mlnds,’and their resources to get the job _

- done. . A : _

So, before we‘leave here“tonlght ‘let us challenge ourselves
“to improve and expand education programs that teach women about
their own bodles so that they can protect the1r own llves.

) Let us educate our men; =- especlally our young men -- to
respect women and to protect ‘their families by taking personal
respon51b111ty for preventlng the spread of d1sease. :

Let ‘us contlnue to support blomedlcal research uncoverlng,f
great scientific discoveries that empower women to protect
“themselves aga1nst HIV and other sexually transm1tted d1seases.

. Let us make treatment for sexually transmltted d1seases
-available to men and women so that we can reduce thls cr1t1cal
co-factor to HIV' 1nfectlon.:-- Ce ;




And, above all, 1et us never forget the underlylng '

soc1oeconomic factors that prevent women from protectlng
. 'gthemselves and thelr families. \ . .

P

Because, our battle agalnst HIV and AIDS is also a battle

vAagalnst rac1sm, sexism, poverty, and- homophobia. And, we must
- continue’|to confront these battles -- indiv1dua11y and '
>collect1vely -- if we are- to w1n the war agalnst AIDS.w :

B

.As citlzens of the world 1t is our respon51b111ty to. stand

‘up for. the rights of people w1th HIV and ‘AIDS. It is our ,
.'respon31b111ty to -wipe. out dlscrlmlnatlon as we ‘work to wlpe out
: thls deadly dlsease. ' : V : : o

Because, if we are ‘to conquer HIV -—'and I- flrmly belleve

"that we will -< it will take an unprecedented level of
jinternatﬁonal cooperation and collective actlon. :

It w111 take courage and creat1v1ty.‘ It wlll take pa551on

and perseverance. ‘It will take loud voices and bold v1sxons.
. But, 1t must be done and 1t will be done. :

In the names of those who have been: affected by HIV and AIDS_'

throughout the globe; citizens we have lost and those we may"

lose; all of us must join hands, ‘now and forever, to fxght to .‘”’
treach our common goal.;‘v~ : ‘

Thank you.‘
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Madam Chairperson,

Mr. Secretary General,
Distinguished Delegates,

Sisters!

Pakistan is grateful to the Gevernment and the people
of Chira for hosting this Conference. We have been deeply
touched by the warm weicome and stra-:iouc hoapifa‘r*v

I pay a speciat tribute to the Secretary General of the
United Nations and Mrs. Gertrude Mongelia, the Secretary
General of the Conference for their tireless efferts in
organizing this meeting. '

My dear sisters, ladics and gcnﬂemcn !
There is a moral crisis engulfing the world as we speak,

a crisis of imjustice and inaction, a crisis of silence and
ACqQCSCENCe.

The crisis is caused by centuries and generations of

oppression and repression.

This conference, therefore, transcends politics and
ecanomics. We are dedling with a fundamental moral issue.

This is a truly historic occasion. Some 40,000 women
have assembled here to demand their rights; to secure &
better future for their daughters; to put an end to the
premdrceﬂ whlch still deny sa many of us our 11 ghlful Diace

.
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On this solemn occasion I stand before vou net only as
a Prime Minister but as a woman and 2 mother —A woman

proud of her cultural and religious heritage, a woman' -
sensitive to the obstacles t0 justice and [ull participation that

still stand beforec women in almost &very sociely on earth.

‘As the first woman ever elected to head an Islamic
nation, I feel a special responsibility towards women's issues
and towards ail women. :

And as a Muslim woman, [ feel a special responsibility
to counter the propaganda of a handful that Jslam gives
women a second class status.

This is not true. Today the Muslim world boasts three
‘wemen Pnime Ministers, elected by maic and female voters
on our abilities as people, as persons, not as women.

- Our clection has destroyed the myth built by social
taboo that a woman’s place is in the house. that it is
shameful or dishonourable or socially unaoocptable for a
’&{udlm woman to work.

Our elcction has given womer ail over the Muslim
world moral strength to declare that 1L 1s socially correct for
a woman [o work and to follow in our footsteps as work!nt_
woimen and working mothers.

Muslim women have a special responsibility te heip
- distinguish between [slamic teachings and social taboos
“spun- by the traditions of a patriarchal scciety.

This isa distinction that obscurantists would not like to
see. For obscurantists believe in discrimination. Discrimi-
- nalion 18 thc first step to dictatorship and ahe ueurpauc-n of
power.

A month ago, Pakistan hosted the first ever conference
of Women Parliamentarians of Muslim world.

Never in the history of Islam had so many working

. women and elected representatives gathered together at one

place Lo speak in one voice.

As over a 100 delegates from 35 Mushim countries
gathered together, 1 felt an enormous sense of pride that we
women had each cther for strength and support, across the
giobe and across the continents to face and oppose those

who would not ailow the empowerment of women.

And, today, 1 feel that same sensc of pride, that we
women have gathered together at Beijng, -at this ancient
capital of an ancient cvilization to declare: we are not alone
in our search for empoweripent, that women across
continents are together. in-the search for self-csteem, self-
worth, self-respect and respect in society itself. In distingui-
shing between Islamic teachings and social taboos, we must
remember that kslam forbids injustice;

Injustice against peopie, against nations, against

wWOoImen.

It shuns race, colowr, and gender as a basis of
distinction amongst fellowmen.

It conshrines piety as the sole criteria for judging
humankind.

It treats wemen as human beings in their own right, not
as chattels. A woman can inherit, divorce, recetve a]imen}'
and child custody. Wonien were mie]lu:u.alﬁ poets, jurists
dnd even tooL pan in war.

IR T R vt |
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The Holy Book of the Mustims refers to the rule of a
woman, the Queen of Sabah. The Holy Book aliudes to her
wisdom and to her country being a land of plenty.

The Holy Prophet {peace be upon him) himself married
a working woman. And the first convert to Islam was 2
woman, Bibt Khadija.

Prophet Muhammad (p=ace be upon him) emphati--

cally condemped and put an end to the practice of female
-~ infanticide in pre-Islamic Arabia. The Holy Quran reads:

When news is brought to one of them, of the birth
of a female (child},
bis face darkens and he is filled with inward grief
-what shame dces he hide himseif from his *v’onlc
because of the bad news he has had.
Shall he retain it on sufferance and contempt,
or bury it 1o the dust. '

"Ah! what an evil choice they decide on {Surah
Al-Nahl, Ayal-57, 58, 59}

Ladies and gentiemen!
How true these words ring even today.

How many women are still “‘retamed™ in their families
“on sulferance and contempt™ growing up with emotional
scars and hurdens.

- How tragic it is that the pre-Islamic practice of ferale

mfan,!uméc still haunts a world we regard as modern and
civ illZf’d :

Flich itdren aresoften abandoned-or abdrted:

e

E’amst:m bu bccause <,!“ _socmi‘,prejudn,

Statistics show that men now increasingly outnumber
women in mere than 15 Asian nations.

Boys are wanted. Boys are wanted because their worth
is considered more than that of the girl.

Boys are wanted to satisfy the ege: they carry on the
father's name in this world.

Yet too ofien we forget that for Muslims on the Day of
Judgement, each person will be called not by their father’s
name but by the mother’s name.

To please her husband, a woman wants a son. To keep
her husband from abandeoning hier, a woman wants a sen.

And, toc often, when a woman expects a girl, she abets
her husband in abandoning or aborting that mnocent,
perfectly farmed child.

As we gather here today, the cries of the gir] child reach
cut to us. ‘

This conference need to chart a course that can creaie a
climate where the girl child is as welcomed and valued as a

boy child, that the girl child is considered as worthy asa boy

child.

When 1 was chairperson of the South Asian Associa-
tion of Regional Countries, SAARC declared 1989 as the
Year of the Girl Child.

Six vears Iater, the girl chj!d’s vulnerability continues.

And it contmues not because of rc’xmcm in thu case of

)
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The rights {slam gave Muslim women bave too often
been dented.

And women are denied nghis all over -the world.
whether developed or dev :,!Opmé.

All over the world women are subjected o ¢ vmpxm
vioiznce.

Often a2 womar does noi walk oul for she has
nowhere to go. Or she stays apd puts up W’Iht} do fsliu
“violence for the sake of her children.

We in Pakistan have staried a public awareness
campaign against domestic violence through ihe mass
media to inform women that domestic vinlence is 4 orme
“and to alert men that they can be punished for it

Often women, in many a society are tertured, not only
by men, but by womesn in-laws toe, for financial beneits
from the woman's famuly.

~ Sometime a wife is killed by her husband or in-laws so
" 1hat they can gam another wife:and more dowry.

Dowry system is a social 11t agatnst which we musi raise
Cour voices and creafe greater awarenoss. ‘

Womsn are not only victims of physical abuse, woinen
are victims of verbal abuse.

© Often men, iv anger and frustration, indulge in the
uncivilized behaviour of rude aud vulgar language against
women. '

} afortunately, women at tunes alse use vulgar
i ﬂgu g 10 denigrate apother woman.

Tt
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So we have to work together to change not only the
attitudes of men but the attitudes of men and woemen.

Waomen have become the victims of a culture of
exclusion and male dominance. Today more women than
men suffer from poverty, deprivation, and disciimination.
Hall a bilhion women are illiferate. Seventy per cent of the
children who are denied elementary education are girls.

In Pakistan we are concentrating on primary education
for girls to rectify this imbalance.

We are concentrating on training women teachers and
opening up cmployment avenues for women.

It is my firm conviction that a woman cannei
uitimately control her own life and make her own choroes

unless she has financial independence.

A wonlan cannot have fimancial andependence if she
cannot work.

The discrimination against women can ooly begin w0
erade when women are educated and women are employed.

If my Father had not educated me or feft me with
ndependent financiai means, [ would not have been able te

sustain myself or 1o struggle against tyranny or te skand here

before vou today as a spe.cial guest speaker.

I the girl child is to be valued, if the wifeis to say “Neo”
to domestic violence then we owe a special obligation to
creating jobs for women.

That is why we in Pakastan, set up in 1989 the Women's
Bank.

PHOTOCOPY
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A Bank run by women for women to aid and assist
women in setting up their own enterprises to gain financial
independence and with it the freedom to make one’s own
choices.

Teday 23 branches of the Women's Bank m Pakistan
help working women.

QOur major cities are marked by enterprises set up by
women: bakeries, restaurapls, bouligues, inferior
decorauon.

We have lifted the ban an Pakistans women taking part
in international sporfing events.

Jo 1997 we host the Second Mushim Women's
Olympics. Special sporting facilities are being set ap to
encourage participation by Pakistani wowmen 1a sports.

;&hégpakistani women are playing a significant rolc in
~ defusing the population bomb in Pakistan.

One hundred thousand women are to be trained to
rednce Pakistan’s population growth levels and its infant
- mortality levels.

~_ When I wvisit poverty stricken villages with no access o
. clean drinking water, it gladdens my heart to see a lady
heaith visitor, to scc a working woman amidst the
unfortunate surroundings.

For it is my conviction thai we can only conquer

' povcrh-' squalor, illiteracy and superstition when we invest
in our women and when our womer hegin working. Begin

_working in our far flung villages where time seems to have
“stood still and where the Ballock not the tractor is stili used
lnr culd tivation ;

PRESERVATION

Where women are foo weak from bearing toe many
chiidren.

Where the daughters are more malneourished than the
scns for the daughters getl Lo cat the left avers.

Where villagers work might end dax with their women
and chiidren. to eke out an exister

Where flocds and rain wash out crop< and destrov
homes ;

Where poverty staiks the land with an appetite that
cannot be conirolled untdd we wake up to the twin reality of
population controi and women’s empowerment. -

And it1s here that the United Nations anu its Secretary
General have played a critical role.

Distinguiéheé k[)f:legatcs !

Some cynics cLI'L[ut about the utility of hol ding this
conference.

Let me disagreé with them )

The holding of this confercnce demonstrates that
wonen are nol forgotten, that the world cares.

The hokimg of this conference dLmomtrdt&x solidarity
with women.

The holding of this conference makes us determined to
contnbute each in our own way, iR agy manner we can, to
lessen the oppression, repression and discrimination against
wormen. ‘

And while much needs te be done, each decade has
brought with it its own small imprevement.
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“When | was growing up, women in my extended famiiy
rematned behind closed walls in village homes. Now we all
travel to cities or abroad.

When [ was growing up, womén i my extended family
all covered ourselves with the Burga, or veil trom head to
foot when we visited each others for weddings or funerals—
the only {wo items for which we were allowed oat. Now
most women restrict themselves to the Duppatic ot Chadar
and are free to leave the house.

When | was growing up, no gir! in my extended famiy
was altowed to marry if a boy cousin was not available for
fear of the property leaving the family. Now girls do marry
outside the family. .

When | was growing up, the boy cousin inevitably took
a second wife. Now girls do not expect their husbands (o
marrf; again. Froro the norm, it has become the exception {o
the ﬂi)‘mf{.‘

, V When l was growing up, women were not educaied. |
was the first gir] in my family to go to untversity and to go
‘abroad for my studies. Now it has become the norm for girls
to:be educated at university and dbroad when the [ nmh
* can afford it

I have seen a lot of changes in my liletine.
Bui T hope te see many more changes

And some of these changes I hope will flow from the

Universal Declaration of Human Rights calling for the-

glimination of discrimination against women.

. - . N -
© 1 hope some of these changes will fiow from the
Convéntion for the Elimination of all forms of
Discritnination which. Pakistan signed last month.

PRESERVATION

Of course there was resistance from many quarters

But we are determined to move forward in fulfiliing our
dream of a Pakistan where women ceatribute their fuil
polential.

Dristingunished Delegates!

As women, we draw satisfaction from Beijing Platform
of Action which encompasses a comprehensive approach
towirds the empowerment of women.

Bui women cannot be expected {0 struugle slone
against the forces of discrimination and exploitation. [ recall

the werds of Dante who reminded us that:

“The hotlest place in Heliis reserved for lhm;f* who
remain newtral | i tzme« of moral crsis.”

1ndaj, in lhrs world, in Llu light for the iberation of
women, there- can be no nmutr&ht\e

Bul my dear Sistm we have learned that ﬂemmiacx
alone s notenough.

Freedom of choice alone does not guarantee justice
Equal rights arc not defined only by political values.

Soctal justice 15 a tnad of freedom, of equality. of
liberty:

Tustice is political liberty.
Justice s economic independence.
Justice is socal equahity.

']

e bet™y 2




-

_Delegates, Sisters!

. Empowerment is not only 2 right to have political
freedom. Empowerment is the right o be independent; to
be educated ; to have choices in life,

; Empowerment is the right to have the opportunity fo
- select a productive career ; o own property ; fo participate
in business ; te flourish in the market place.

- Pakistan is satisfied that the draft Platform for Action
. of the Fourth World Conference on Women negoiiated so
far focuses on the critical areas of concern for women and

- ¢utlines an action-oriented strategy for the solution of their

“prioblems.

" ‘However, we helieve that the Platform needs to address
-he -questions of new and additional resources, cxternal

debt, structural adjusiment programyues, human rights of

wemen, protection of women entrapped 1o anned conflicts
- and theirealization of the right to self-determination of the
“territories - still under foreign occupation and alien
dominatiorn.

Tt st also seek to sirengthen the role of the
traditional family as the bedrock of the scaety.
- Disintegration of the family generates moral decay. This
-mist be arrested.

The Platferm is disturbingly weak on the rele of the
iraditional  family. This weakness can icad (o

misinterpretation. and even distortion by opponents of the~ -

women's agenda.
. @ . -

We have seen much progress. The very fact that we
" gconvéne in Beijing today 1s a giant step forward.

- . L
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Bui new clouds darker the horizon.

The end of the cold war should have ushered in peace
and an era of progress of women. Regréttably, the
proliferation of regional tensions and conflicts have belied .
our aspirations. As in the past, women and girls have again
been the most direct victims of these conflicts—the most
helpless, and thus the most abused.

The use of rape as a weapon of war and an instrument
of “ethnic cleansing” is as depraved as it is reprehensible.
The unfolding of this saga in different parts of the world,
including Jammu and Kashmir and Bosnia Herzegovina has
shaken the conscience of the entire international

community.

The enormity of the tragedy dwarfs our other issues-—
urgent though they are. This conference must, therefore,
express its complete solidarity with our sisters and
daughiters who are victims of armed- conflict, oppression,
and brutality. Their misfortunes must be our first priority.

- Madam Chair?ersoﬁ, Ladies and Gentlemen!

I come before yo;u o speak of the forces that must
shape the new decade, the new century, the new millennium,

We must shape a world free from exploitation and
maltreatment of women.

A world in which women have opportudities to rise io
the highest level in politics, business, diplomacy, and ether
spheres of life.

Where there are no battered women. Where honour
and dignity is protected in war and conflict.




Where we have economic freedony and independence.
Where we are equal partners in peace and development.

A world equally comumitied o econonnc development
and political development.

A world as committed to free markets as o women ~
emancipation.

And even as we C.mn agle ize, and redch o

goals, step by step by siep, let us bc gver vigilant. Repressive
forces always will stand ready to explont the moment 2

push us hack milo the past.

Let us rementher the words of the G
Govthe: '

“Freedom has e be re-made an
every gencralion.”
We must do muck more than decry the pesl. Ve mast
change the future.

Qr’mcmL}WEnv the words of a sister parfizmeniarian
Senater, Barbars Mikuiskl, that “demogra mhy i dealiny 0T
heliove tine, justice and the forces of history zre o+

We are hers in Beijing wo proclaim a pew v IRIOH v il
ang ﬂ(-.tne;rsn;p. ‘

L2t us translade this vm::m 1nto reatity 1o thy
possible Um

&

Thank vou Madam Chawperson.

rv:?w“ 4331 .545) DFP—2-9-95—4000.
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