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(pr'epared for delivery) 

REMARKS OF 
AMBASSADOR MADELEINE K. ALBRIGHT 

U.s •. PERMANENT ~RESENTATIVE TO THE UNITED NATIONS 
CONCERNING THE FOURTH KORLD CONFERENCE ON HOMEN 

CENTER FOR NATIONAL POLICY BREAKF~T 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

AUGUST 2, 1995 

Good morning. I am pleased to be here. I may be · 
prejudiced, but I think the Cent~r for National Policy is .a 
great organization, and I appreciate its willingness to sponsor 

· this timely event. 

The F6urth World Conference on Women will convene in China 
in 33. days and, let there be no doubt, the United States will 
be there. 

We will be ther~ because th{s.conference is a rare 
oppbrtunity to chart further galns in the st~tus and rights of 
more than half the people on earth~ 

As leader of the American delegation, I am confident that 
U.S. goals will have strong support. These include--

o prbmoting and protecting the human .rights of women and 
ending violence against women; · 

o expanding the participation of women in,political·and 
economic decisionmaking; 

o assuring equa·J,. access for women to education· and health 
care throughout their lives;· 

o s~rengthening families through efforts to bal~nc~ ihe 
work and family responsibilities of both women and me'n; and 

o recognizing the increased role.of nongovernmental 
organizations {NGO's) in building strong communities--at the 
local, national and international levels. 

The 6onference in Beijing will be the fourth in a series 
begun 20 y•ars ago in Mexico City. These gatherings have. 
spurred legal, social and political reforms that have·enhanced 
the lives of women and girl~ around the globe. Our goal now is 
to build on past gains· and to hasten the removal of continuing 
6bstacle~ to the full and equal participati6n of women in 
society.: · 

\ 
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As someone .wbose family was driven from its home twice when 
I was a child, first by Hitler, then by Stalin, I believe it is 
the responsibility of every free person to.do what he or she 
can to advance the freedom o~ others. And I intend to see that 
the u.s. 'delegation to the. Women's Confer~nce serves as an 
~nabashed advocate f6r freedom and human rights. 

Unfo.i.tunately, today, in countries around ·the world, 
appalling abuses are being committed against women. These 
include coerced abortions and sterilizations, children sold 
into pros~itution~ ritual mut~lations, dowry murders and 
official ~ndifference to violence. 

The C'linton Administration will use the conference in 
'Beijing tb underline'the truth that violence against women is 
no one's prerogative; it is not a cultural choice; it is not.an 
inevitable consequence. of biology--it is a crime that we all 
have a re~ponsibilH:y to condemn, prevent, punish and stop. 

) 

Now,. :there are those who say that we should withdraw from 
the Women~s Conference because of the human rights policies of 
the host country. Those suggestions are well-motivated, but 
they missi the main point. American withdrawal would not stop 
the conference or cause it to be moved; it would lead, in~tead, 
to a conference in which 130 million American women would .. be · 
unrepresented and in which American influence and leadership 
would not:be felt. 

It ju~t does not make sense, in the name of human rights, 
~o boycott a ~onference that has, as a primary purpose, the 
promoti'on, of human rights.· 

The w~y to help women~ in China and else~he~e, is not to 
abandon the.field to others, but rather to attend this 
conferenc~, to debate head-on the differences of philosophy and 
ideology that exist, to lay out before the world· the abuses we 
want to halt and the obstacles to progress we want 'to remove, 
and to gain commitments to change from the societies most in 
need of.change. That is what leadership and a commitment to 
·free and bpen discussion. are all about. 

With tespect to. Harry. Wu, our position is clear. He should 
be·released immediately and ·unharmed. His case is a top 
priority for the United States. I, can understand why some 
would want to tie conference participation to Mr. Wu's release, 
but that assumes falsely that our attendance would be some sort 
of favor to Beijing. We have no.cause to believe that our 
approach to the conference will have·any impact on China's 
decisions: concerning Mr. Wu. · 

' I 
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we do have reason, however, to hope that the conference. 
will have a positive effect on the status of women in China. 

conference prep;:trations already. have con.tributed to a 
heightened awareness within China of women's issues •. T~ere is 
public discussion.of previo~sly taboo s~bjects, including. 
violence against women. Ch~nese return~ng from the preparatory 
meetings have described their heightened sensitivity to the 
treatment of women in the media and to the economic 
exploitation of women. It matters·. a great deal that more than 
5,000 Chinese women will participate in the NGO forum and will 
take their impressions back to their communities. 

Given the nature of China's human rights record~ I do not 
mean 1:0 exaggerate the l.mpact of this one conference. But as a 
former board member of the· National Endowment for Democracy, I 
know that one .of the best ways to promote democratic thinking 
is to expose people to ne~ ideas on matters that relate 
directly to their own lives. 

Exposure to such thinking matters to us not only in China, 
but around the world, because countries in which women have a 
fair share of power tend to be more stable, democratic, 
prosperous and just than those in which women are marginalized 
and repressed. 

The Women's Gonference will contribute to a freer and more 
equitable world. As its recommendations are implemented, it 
will also strengthen families around the world. We kn.ow from 
our own experience that when families are strong, children are 
cared for, socially constructive values are taught and an 
environm~nt is created in which civility and law may thrive. 

So we want momentum to build around the. idea that· women and 
· men shou~d share fairly in the responsi~ilities of family life; 

we want to see giflS valued to the same degree ~s boys; we want 
parents and prospective parents to be able to make informed 
judgments' as they· plan their families; and we want to se~ · 
domestic violence curtailed and condemned . 

. Each of these is .a central element of the Conference draft' 
.Platform for Action., And effective action on eaqh will help 
families.and communities everywhere. 

Despite recent gains, women remain. an undervalued and 
underdeveloped human resource. This is not to say .that women 
have trouble finding work; in many societies--especially in 
rural, agriculttirally-based areas--they do the vast majority of 
the work; but they don't own the land,. .they are riot taught to · 
read~ they can't obtain personal Or business loan~ and they are 
denied .equal access to the !eyers of political decisionmaking . 

. ' 
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It' is no accident that most"of those in the world who are 
abjectly poor are·women, often caring for children without the 
help ~f the child~en's father; many trapped from an early age 
in ~ web of abuse, discrimination, ignorance and powerlessness 
from which only a few are able to escape. · 

We cannot be indifferent. It is reported that, in Angola, 
one-third of all homicides are perpetrated against women, 
usually by their spouse. 

In :Thailand, child prostitution is growing because clients 
believe older prostitutes are more likely to be infected by 
HIV. 

I 

In Senegal, females receive less than on~-third the . 
schooling received by males. 

In Sierra Leone, women perform much of the subsistence 
farming,and all of the child rearing and have little 
oppoftunity for education . 

. And:al~ost everywhere, women are restricted by 
discriminatory attitudes and social and economic str~ctures 
that are unjust. 

I 

The Women's Conference will not solve these problems 
overnight, but it will call attention to them and promote 
remedial action. Women the world over are prepared to be full 
partners in sustainable development, but they need access to 
education and health care; they·need access to credit; and they 
need equality under the law. Releasing the productive capacity 
of women! is one key to breaking the cycle of poverty; and that 
will contribute, in turn, to higher ~tindards of living fo'r all 
nations.: 

i 

Since the first Women's c·onference 20 years ago, 
opportunities for women have expanded throughout the world. It 
is no longer a question of whether women from. all countr_ies 
will hav~ .a strong voice in· controlling their· destinies, but 
only when and how that goal ·will be achieved. 

' . 

But building inclusive societies is still a work in 
progress~ The United States has been working on it for two 
centurie~. For more than half our nation's history~ until 75 
years ago this month, American women could not even vote. Many 
traditional or authoritarian societies still have a very long 
way to gq. The Fourth Women's Conference will offer guidelines 
and .promote commitments for ever·y state to·move forward, 
whatever current practices and policies may be. 
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In; preparing for this conference, I was reminde~ of an oid 
Chinese poem in which a·father says to his young daughter: 

We keep a·dog to .watch the house; 
A pig is useful, too; 
Welkeep a cat to catch a mouse; 
But ~ can we da 
With a girl like you? 

Fo~ me, the Women's Conference will be a·success if it 
brings.us even a little closer to the day when girls all over 
the world will be able to look ahead with confidence that their 
lives will be valued, their individuality respected, their 
rights .protected and their futures determined by their own· 
abilities and character. 

In ,such a world, the lives of all of us--men and women, 
boys a~d girls--will be enriched. 

. -
And it· is to make progress towards such a world that the 

United States will be participating actively, forcefully and 
proudly: in Beijing~ . 

Thank you very· much. Now, I would be happy to respond to 
any questions you might have. 
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GOOD EVENING: 

I am honored to·. join all of you ton~ght, to be in Beijing, 
·.and to represent the United States as a·co-chair of.the u.s. 

delegation at this important conference on women. 

I come here tonight to·discuss our mutual interest in 
women's health. We do not share common languages or cultures or 
religions. But, together we are reaching across·continents to 

:join hands to improve the health of women from Peru to Paris, 
from Lebanon to Los Angeles, from Sen~gal to Singapore. 

i 

In just fourteen years -- the time it takes to raise a child. 
from birth to adolescence -- a wave of human destruction has 
swept over our planet. In that time, HIV has claimed the lives 
of more than six million men, women, and children. And today; 
more than 18 million citizens of the world are living with this. 
insidious virus. 

We know that women constitute more than 40 percent of adult 
HIV infections around the globe -- and, tragically, that number 
is growing •. By the end of the century, experts predict that most 
new HIV infections will be among women and children. 

We know that biologically and socially women are more 
vUlnerable to HIV infection~ 

We know that HIV expresses itself differently in women than 
it does in men. 

And, as we approach the dawn of the 21st century, we know 
that the real faces of AIDS include our mothers and our. 
daughters, our sisters and our aunts, our neighbors and our 
friends. 

The face of AIDS is the. 30 year-old woman in z'imbabwe who is· 
struggling to s'urvive with her partner, who is also infected with 
HIV. 

The face of AIDS is the 24 year-old woman in the United 
States who exchanges sex for food arid shelter and is now living ... 
Wl.th AIDS. 

The face of AIDS is the 42 year-old woman in London who, 
having unknowingly infected her children, must watch her family 
disintegrate before her eyes. 

And, the face of AIDS is the 11 year-old girl in the 
Philippines forced to raise herself because both of her parents 
were stolen away by this cruel pandemic. 

But, these women are not alone. 



Because, in the face of this tragedy, there are also 
glimmers of hope. 

Women, from around the world, using their minds and bodies 
and souls: . researching vaccines and cures; raising money· and 
raising awareness; holding families together; and fighting for 
policies that will help stop this disease and hea·l those it 
strikes. 

That's exactly why we are here • 

. We meet today to .demonstrate our so~idarity against.HIV and 
AIDS, our determination to conquer it,·and our commitment now 
and always -- to compassionately support those members of our 
global fami'!y who have been affected by it. 

2 

Let me be· clear: · Any breach .in international solidarity is 
a victory for the virus. Because AIDS does not discriminate. it 
knows no boundaries of geography or gender; ·ethnici ty or 
employment. It makes no distinctions based on age, nationality, 
or sexual orientation. So, our efforts must be just as universal 
in scope •. 

In the United states, we have significantly increased the 
resources devoted to combatting HIV and AIDS at home and around 
the world. 

We have re-focused and re-energized our research agenda and 
developed frank and honest public education·campaigns. 

We have -- as a matter of national policy -- directly 
involved non-governmental organizations in the planning and 
implementation of our.AIDS strategy. 

We're forging partnerships with our pharmaceutical industry, 
experts from academia, and members of the AIDS community to 
remove bur·eaucratic road.blocks and speed the development of AIDS­
related drugs. 

And, through it all, we are working tirelessly to empower 
women to protect themselves against HIV and other sexually­
tr.ansmi tted diseases. 

I'm talking about supporting private efforts to develop the 
female condom. 

I'm talking·about doubling our commitment to develop a 
microbicide that women can use privately to protect themselves 
from HIV and other sexually transmitted diseases •. 



.. 
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,I'm talking about capitalizing on t~e landmark results of 
AIDS Clinical Trials Group 076. The evidence that. we can block 

· perinatal transmission of· HIV with a ·drug has created a bright 
· ray of hope for countle~s women and their children. 
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·. And I'm talking about providing appropriate and 
compassionate care to all those who are :J,iving with HIV and AIDS. . ., . . ,, . . 

·We can make ·'their lives better,· if not longer,· but. it will 
require greater will and greater resources. But it is. clearly 
not enough. · 

To meet this challenge·, all of ·us must encircle the globe~,· 
creating an internat:i,onal front to stqp the spread · o·f this 
disease and the pain and ~uffering it ca~ses. 

· As member's of ·the global family, the people of the United 
States remain comini tted to. the international . partnership .·against 
HIV and AIDS. . .. . . . . . 

. . 
The Presid~nt • s budget includes . a ··strong commitment for 

direct assistance to international AIDS· activities -­
demonstrating. the United Sta~es cc:mtiriu'iJ,'lg dedication' to these 
.effor.ts as the lead bilateral contributor • 

.. • ·. 

. . We are ·also firmly supporting .the new United ·Nations AIDS 
Program and its visionary director, Dr •. Peter Piot. In just. a 
few short months, Dr; Piot arid his collec;igues have···made.' 
tremendous ·gains. ·· 

But the success: of UNAIDS, ·and the succes.s of every .other 
international effort, will depend upon all nations committing 
their hearts,, their minds,· and their·resources to get· the job· 
done. 

so, before we leave here' tonight,· let us challenge ourselves 
to improve and expand education programs that teach women about 
their own ~odies so that they can protect their ·ow:r:t lives •. 

Let us educate our men:;;__ especially our young men--. to 
respect women.and to protect· their fa)llilies by taking personal 
responsibility for preventing the. spread of disease. 

' . ' . 

. Let ·us continue to support biomedicai ·research;· uncovering 
great scientific discoveries that empower women to protect 

. themselves against HIV and other sexually transmitted diseases. 
' '. 

Let us make.treatment for sexually .transmitted diseases 
.available to men and women so that we.can reduce this critical 
co-factor to HIV infection~. · 
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. ... And,l above all, let us never forqet t;lle ~di:.rlyinq 
soc1oeconomic factors that prevent women from protecting .. · 
themselv~s. and their families. 

BecJuse, our: battle .. against HIV and AIDS is also a battle 
. against r,j'acism, sexism, po .. verty, and· h .. omophobia. .And·, · we must . · 

· continue'· to confront these pattles -~ indiv.tdually and. · .. 
. ,collectiJely. ~- • if we a·re ·. t~ ,wi~ ~he war· ·aga~nsi:: ~IDs •...... ·: · . . ... 

. As' citizens of the world, it is· our. responsibility to.·stand · 
up for t~e rights of people with HIV and AIDS.- . It is our 
responsi~ility to wipe out. discrimination as we .. work ·to wipe out 
this ·deadly disease. · . 

. · .. '· ··Bec~use; .if .we a~e· ·to conquer HIV --:and· I ,.firmly believe 
·that we will _.;. it will. take an unprecedente~ level o·f·, 
· internat:i!onal cooperation .and· collective· action.· .. I . . . . .· . . . . . 
. . It ~ill take .. courage and 'creativlty·,. It will take ·passion . 
and perseverance. It will take loud voices and bold visions. 
But, it nlust be done and it will be done·. . ., I . . · .. · . .. . . . . 

·!'~ ~e nani~s .of .th<;>scr· wh~ have ·been .. ~ffected by HIV and·. AIDS 
throughout the globe; c1t1zens we have lost and those we may· 
lose; al~ of us must join hands, now and forever, to fight .to 
reach ouJ. common goal,. · . 

Tharik you. 
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Madam Chairperson, 

Mr. Secretary General, 
Distinguished Delegates, 

i s· , ~ ....,~sters, 

i 

Pakistan is grateful to the Government and the peopie 
of China for hosting th.is Conference. We have been deeply 
touched bv the wann welcome and Er.acious hos.pitalitv. "' ,.,_ . - .. 

I pay a spec:iai tribute to the Secretary General of the 
United Nations and Mrs. Gertn1dc Mongella, the Secretar:v 
General of the Conference for their tireless effcrts in 
organizing this meeting. 

My dear sisters, ladies and gcnt!emcfl ! 

There is a mora.! crisis engulfing the world as we speak,. 
a crisis of injustice and inaction, a crisis of silence and 

acq wcscence. 

The crisis is caused bv centuries and generations of -· "-· 

oppression :.md repression. 

This Cl)nference. therefore, transcends politics and 
economics. We arc dealing with a fundamental moral issue. 

This is a truly historic occ.asion. Some 40,000 \vomen 
have assembled here to demand their rights; to secure a 
better ruturc for their daughters~ to put an end to the 
~rejud_ices_ which still deny so many of us our rightful place 

, ><i.:~;;~~~:~.~::;.::·.:-:. -. _\:_:~<:~~~:-:: .. ~:-::·~:~ ':-:·~~::·:~~:.;:~~/ -__ ~-·~;·-.. ~r\~\.s~? > ... ,::_:~.::~<~:;. : .. ~_ ~· ·~. ·:. ·.: ::-::·.:.::; :: : -.. -: ..... < ·:~:~:~_::d~:::.i_: > <:·_~:::.:; ; .. ·:>:_:::;_;::;:~;~;::-~,::=):: 



On this solemn occasion T stand before you not only as 
a Prime Minister but as a woman and a mother-A woman 
proud of her cultural and religious heritage~ a '"oman! 
sensitive to the obstacles to justice and f uB participation thal 
still stand before \.Vomen in almost every society on earth. 

As the first woman ever elected to head an Islamic 
nation, I feel a special responsibihty t0wards women·~ issues 
and towards ail women. 

And as a Muslim woman, I tt."':CI a special responsibility 
to counter the propaganda of a handful that lslam gives 
\VOmen a second da...;;s stahL<>. 

This is not true. Today the Muslim world boasts three 
women Prime l'vfinistcrs, elected by mak and female voter:;; 
on our abilities as peopic, as persons, not a..<~. women. 

' Our election has destroyed the myth built by social 
taboq. that a woman's place is in the house, that it is 
shameful (lf dishoJJourable or socially unacceptable for a 
~1usJimwoman to v.•ork. 

Our eJection has given women aU over Lhe Muslim 
world moral strength to declare that i l is socially correct for 
a \.voman lo "vork and to foHO\v in our footsteps as working 
women and working mothers. 

Muslim women have a speCial responsibility to help 
distinguish betv.reen Islamic teachings and social taboos 

·spun by the traditions of a patriarchal society. 

This is a distinction that obscuranttsts would no( like to 
see. Fl."•r obscurantists believe in discrimination. Discrimi­
nation is the first step to dictatorship and 1he usurpation .of 
power.; 

~ 
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A niontb ago, Pakistan hosted the f1rst ever conference 
of \Vomcn Parliamentarians of Muslim \'i'orld. 

Never in the history of Islam had so many working 
women and elected representabves gathered together at one 
place lo speak in one voice. 

As over a 100 ddegates from 35 Muslim countries 
gathered together, 1 fe!t an enormous sense of pride that we 
women had each other for strength and support, across the 
g!obe and across ~he continents hJ face and oppose those 
'.Vho woul<.l not r~ilow the empowerment of \Vomen. 

And, today, 1 feel that same sense of pride, that we 
women have gathered together at Beijing, ·at this ancient 
capital of an ancient civilization to declare: ~,-vc are not alone 
in our search for empowcnnent. that women across 
continents are together in-the se;:.trcb for self-esteem, self­
worth, self-respect and respect in society itself. In distingui­
shing between fslatllic teachings and social taboos, we must 
remember that lslam forbids injustice; 

Lnjusticc against peopie, against aations. against 
women. 

l1 shuns race, colour, and gender as a basis of 
distinction amongst fellowmen. 

It cnshTines piety as the sole criteria for judging 
humankind. 

It lreats women as human beings in their O\Vn right, not 
as chattels. A woman can inherit, divorce, receive alimony 
and child custody. Women \vere intellectuals, poets, jurists 
and even took part in war. 

L 

f• 
~ 

c 
c 

~ ,. 
l 

:<.._.::: ~ ~- ~-~ "7· -.• ~-- ·:~. :.·~· -~:~ :: .. ....:_~:.::~: :_::)~:-.:·. 



S~~~~.~~~-~UL~•=~s~U¥~.~~~,~------------------------

The Holy Book of the Mustjms refers to the ruie of a 
woman, the Queen of Sa bah_ Tbe Holy Hook alludes to her 
wisdom and to her country being a land of pienty _ 

TheHo1y Prophet {peace be upon him} himself married 
a \\'orking woman. And the first convert to [slam was a 
woman, Bibi Khadija. 

Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) emphati- · 
cally condemned and put an end to the practice of r<.~male 

fantieide in pre-lslamic Arabia. The Holy Quran reads: 

\Vhen news is brought to one of them, of the birth 
of a female (child}, 
ilis face darkens and he is fiUed \vith inward grief 
what shame dccs he hide himself from his people 
because of the bad news he has had. 
Shall he retain it on sufferimce and contempt, 
or bury it in the dust. 

, Ah! what an evil choice they decide on (Sura h 
AI.-Nahl, Ayat-57, 58, 59) 

Ladies and gentlemen! · 

How true these words ring even today. 

How many women are stiJl "retained" in their families 
"on sufferance and contempt"' growing up i,.vith enu;tiona.l 
scars and burdens. 

Hm.y tragic it is that the pre-Islamic practice of female 
infanticide still hatmts a '"'·or]d we regard as modem and 
civilized. 

:t~·.:::;~i:~;:;:;::~:;.:@:1it:cbiJ~i¢~:::ar¢::<;he-~ ~b~ntt.oried:-:o(~bq[ted:: , .... · 
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Statistics show that men now increasingly outnumber 
women in more than 15 As1an nations. 

Boys are wanted. Boys are wanted because their worth 
is considered more than that of the girl. 

Boys are wanted to satisfy the ego: they carry on the 
father's name in this world. 

Yet too often we forget that for MUs.lims on the Day of 
Judgement, each person wiH be called not by their father's 
name but by the mother~s name. 

To please her husband, a woman wants a son. To keep 
her husband from abandoning l1er, a woman wants a sDn. 

And, too often, wlten a woman expects a girL she abets 
her hu.<;.band in abandoning or aborting that innocent, 
perfectly fom1ed child. 

As we gather here today, the cries of the girlchild reach 
out to us. 

This conference need to chart a course that can cre.aie a 
dimate where the girl child is as welcomed and valued as a 
bov child. that the trirlchi!d is considered as worthv as a btJV ... - .._ -· ... 

child. 

When I was chairperson of the South Asian Associa­
tion of Regional Countries, Sl\..ARC deelared J 989 as the 
Year of the Girl Child. 

Six years later, the girl child's vulnerability continues. 

And it continues, not because of rdicioh in the case of 
' . . . ' ' ~ 
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The rights fslam gave Jvtuslim 1.vomen have toe' often 
been denied. 

And women are denied 1ight:s: all 0'1er -the \:,.:orieL 
'lvhether devdo1_:1e.d or developing. 

All over the \Vorld \Vomen are subjec!ed to domestic 
vioience. 

Often a v:oman does not "valk 
no"vherc to c:o. Or.she stavs and pub 

~ ~ 

-vioJencc for the sake of her- children_ 

out for she has 
\Vi th the domeshc 

\Ve in Pakistan have staned a puhljc a',vareness 
campaign against domestic violence through the mass 
media to inform women that domestic violence is a crime 
and to alert men that they can b-e- punish::d fa_)f it. 

Often women, in many ~l s-..."Ciety arc tortured, not only 
by men, but hy women in-1.;:-H!VS too, f,()f financial benefits 
from tl1e \\'Oman's family. 

Sometime a •Nife js killed by her husbaml or in-la··NS so 
that thev can gain ano1her wife,·and more dowrv. 

*,• ........, • • 

Dowry systern is a social iH against which \VI.~ tmL~~ raise. 
o~tr voices aud create greater av;areness. 

Wome!l are no! onty victims of phy:;;icai abuse. ·women 
a're victims of verbal abuse. 

Often men,· in anger and frtt-;tration, indulge in the 
Uncivilized behaviour d. rude and vulgar lan2Ual!:e against 

: ~ \,.J ........ -

· \von1en. 

Unfortunateiv. women at times also use vuJQar .. . ~ -· 
language to denigrate another \Voman. 

.. s 
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So we have to \.VO:rk together to change not only the 
atbtudes of men but the attitudes of men and women. 

Women have become the victims of a culture of 
exclusion and male dominance. Today more \.vomen than 
men sutler from poverty, deprivation, and discrimination. 
HaJr a billion \vomen are ilfiEer,lte. Sevemy per cent of the 
chiidren who are denied elementary <.."ducatioo are girls. 

In Pakistan we arc conC:enirating on primary educatlon 
for girls to rectifv this imbalance. 

~ ~ 

We are concentrating on training women teachers and 
opening up cmplo;nnent <:tvenue;-:s for wo1nen. 

H is my firm conviction that a woman c.:1nnot 
uitimateJv contwl her own Life and make her own choices 

~ . 

unless she has financial independence. 

A woman cannoi have ffnancial independence if she 
cannot ,.,·ork. 

The discrimination against women can onlv bt~£in to '" ..... .. .._. 

erode\1,1hcn womenarceduca1cd and women are e1npJoyed. 

Jf my· ·Father had nc"t educatt.>d me or left me w·ith 
independent financiai means, r would not have been able to 

· sustain myself or to struggte against tyrauny or to stand here 
before you today a.._o.; a special guest speaker_ 

If the girl child is to be valued, if the wife is to say "'No" 
to domestic violence then w·e owe a special ob!ig.at~on to 
creiJting jobs for women. 

That is why we in PakistaJLset up in 1939 t.he Women's 
Bank. 

9 
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A Bank run by women for women to aid and assist 
\'~-'Omen in setting up their m"·n enterprises to gain financial 
independence and with it the freedom to make one's own 
chojces. 

Today 23 branches of the \Vomen':s Bank in Pakistan 
help working women. 

Our rr)ajor cities are marked by enterprises sc~ up by 
women: bakeries, restaurants, boutique$, interior 
decoration. 

We have lifted the ban on Pakistanj women taking part 
in international sporting events. 

In 1997 we host the Second Muslim Wom::-n's 
Olympics. Special sporting facilities are being set up to 
encourage participation by Pakistani women in sports. 

Ahd Pakistani women are playing a sign.Hic:ant role in 
defusi!tg the population bomb in Pakistan. 

One hundred thousand women are to be trained to 
reduce Pakistan's population gnwtth levels and its infa11t 
mortality levels. 

When r visil poverty stricken villages \vith no access to 
. clean drinking water, it g~addens my heart to see a ladv 
h~lth vis1to;, to sec ; working -woman amidst th~ 
unJortunate surroundings_ 

.· For it is mY coilVJCtJOn that v,.;e c.an only conquer 

Where 1,vomen are too weak from bearing too many 
children. 

\Vhere the daughters are more malnourished than the 
sons for the daughters get to eat the left overs. .. 

Where villagers work night and day with their women 
and .children, to eke out an existence; 

Vt'herc noods and rain \Vash out cwps and des!roy 
homes; 

\Vhere poverty stalks the !a.nd \Vith an appetite tlwt 
,~'•nJlol he •Y)ntroil..,..: ~'Dt.tJ V.'P ':'I'~Jc"'. ~up t.0 rh, ''V;" realih,. r:r VU . - ..._. '-' .,,. ·- .. ,.._'-f ~- ._ • (,..L__,.._,....,. ...._ ":..· v .,. If ,_J,.l • ,tiL·} 'L.) l 

population control and \Vomen's empov;crmcnt. · 

And it is here that the United Nations anu it"> Secretary 
General have played a critic<:~) role. 

Distinguished Delegates t 

Some cynics at!,'l!C about the utility of holding this 
conference. 

let m€ disagree \\lith them. 

11lc hoJding of this conference demonstrates tha! 
woriien are not forgotten, that the world cares. 

The holding of thi$ conf.~rence d(;!monstrate.s solidarity 
with women. 

The holding of this conference makes us determined lo 
contribute each in our O'.'ln in any nnmner \Vc can, to 
lessen the oppression, repression and discrimination against 
women. 

po<,rerty, squalor,-iHiteracy and superstiti~n when \.ve invc_sl 
ih o.ur women and when our \Vomen bcgm worktpg. Begm 
\~orking in our far flung villages where time seems to 

~ stooo still and where the ButJock not the tractor is still used i And v.rhile much needs· to be d-;.1ne. each decade has. 
for 2ultivation; . I brough l witft ir its O\'i'n small impnYvem~nt. 

~~~d~~~;~~~0~~~~f~~~·~~~~0~~0~ ....... C• • • _:· 
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. When I was growing up, women i.n my extended hrnily 
rema!ned behind closed ·waHs in village homes. Now we all 
travel to cities or abroad. 

\>Vhen I was grcrwing up, women m my 
all covered ourselves with the Burqa, or ·ve1t trom head to 
foot \Vhen \Ve visited each others for "veddings or funerals-­
the only tvv·o items for which we were a!Iowed out. Now 
mo~t w0men restrict themselves to the Duppa!ia C'r Chadar 
and are free to leave the house. 

When I 'i'laS grm•ving up. no girl in my extended family 
was aHowed to marry if a hov cousin was not available . . -
fear of the property leaving the famiJv. Now 
outsjde the family .. 

When l was growing up, the bo~l cousin inevitably took 
a second \Vife. N~)W girls do nol expect their husbands lo 

marry again. From the norm, it has become the exception to 

the. no'nn. 

J was growing up, .. ~.·omen were not 
was the first gir] in my family to go to uuiversity and 
abroad for my studies. Now it has become the nomi 
to,be educated at university and abroad when the fami 

. can afford iL 

I have ~een a lot of changes in my lifetime. 

But J hope to see more changes. 

And some of these changes J hope will flow fwm the 
(.Jnivcrsal Dectaratitm of Human Rights catling f(lr the· 
elimination of discrimination agajn.s.t women. 

4 

). qope SOme of these changes \Viii f1o\V from the 
Convention for the .Elimination of ali tl!mls of 
Discrilnination \:Vhich.~ J_Jakistan. signe9 1asl_ mor!th. 

,A":· .• • 
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Of course there \vas from many quarters . 

But weare uetermin~d to move fon">'a.rd in fulfilling our 
dream of a Pakistan where women contribute their fuil 

Distinguished De.Jef!:ates! 

As ,.vomen, we draw from Bciji ng Platform 
of Action which encompasses a comprehensive approach 
loward.s the empm:verment of '-VOmen. 

But women cannot be exc~Jected to stnn:g1e alone 
' ~~ 

against the forces of ruscrimmation and exploitation. I 
the words of Dante who reminded us 

"The honest place. in Heli is reserved for those \vho 
remain neutral in time~ (lf nu.iral crists. ,. 

Today in this world, in the t'ight for the liberation of 
women, there-can be no neutrality. 

Buf my dear sisters, 
alone is not :enough. 

li 

Freedom of cho1cc alone dt1es not guaran lee. justice. 

Equalrights ctrc not defined only· by political values. 

justice is a tJiad of 

J usticc is political liberty. 
Justice is economic independence. 
Justice is social equality. 

c 
~~. 
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· Ddegates, Sisters 1 

Empowerment is not only a right to have political 
frredorh. Empowerment is the right to be independent; to 
be educated~ to have choices in ii 

Empowerment is the right to have the opportunity to 
scJeet a productive career: to own property; to p.arlicipate 
in business; to flourish in the market place. 

Pakistan is satisfied that the draft Platfonn for Action 
of the Fourth World O;mference on Women ncgotiared so 
far focuses on ibe critic.al areas of concern for women and 

· . outlines an action-oriented strategy for the solution of their 
·!)roblems. 

However, we believe that the Platform m .. >eds lo address 
. the ·que~tions of new and addition2J resources, external 
debt,. structural adjustment programmes, human rights cf 
•.vombn, protection of women entrapped in anned confEcts 

· and tbc.rcaJiiation of to be right to self-determination of the 
territories still under foreign occupation and alien 
domination. 

· . It ri:mst also seek to strengthen the rt)le of the 
traditional family as the bedmck of the society. 

. Disintcgn1tiou of the family generates moral decay. This 
. mpst be arrested. 

1ne Platfonn is dish1 rbingly weak on the role of the 
tr:;-aditiunal family. This weakness can !cad to 
.niisinterpretation, and even distortion by opponents of the­
women's agenda. " ~ 

Vve have seen milch progress. The very fact that we 
e0nvene. in Bei_jing today ts a giant step forward. 

' . 

PHOTOCOPY 
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But new douds darken the horizon. 

The end of the cold war should have ushered in peace 
and an era of progress of women. Regrettably, the 
proliferation of regiOnal tenSJQr1S and conf]jcts have belied . 
our aspirations. As in the past, ""omen and girls have Rgain 
been the most direct victims of lhcse conflicts .. -the most 
helpless, and thus the m·ost abused. 

The use of rape as a. weapon ohvar and an instrument 
of "ethnic cleansing" is as depraved as it is reprehensibl.e. 
The unfolding of this saga in difTcreni. parts of the world, 
including Jammu and Kashmir and Bosnia Herzegovina ha.-; 
shaken the conscience of the entire international 
commun1ty. 

The enormity ofthe tragedy dwarfs our other issues· ~ 
urgent though they are. This conference must, tbere(ore, 
express :its complete solidarity with our sisters .and 
daughters Who are victims ofam1ed· conflict, oppression, 
and bruta}it)'. Their nlisfortunes mustbc .. our first priority. 

· Madam Chairperson, L.adies and Gentlemen ! 

I come before you to speak of lhe fiJrces that must 
shaoe the nev·t decade, the new centurv, the new millenn!um. 

A • - • 

We must sbape a world free from exploitation and 
maltreatment of women. 

A world in which women have opportmtilies 1o :rise to 
tbe highest level in politics, business, diplomacy, and other 
spheres of life. 

Where there i:lre no battered women.· \\rnere honour 
and di~nitv is protccFed in '.var and c-onf1icL 

~ ~ 

.. 
•. 
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Where we have economic freedom an.d indcpc.ndence. 

Wherewearee.qual partners in peace and dcveh.'-pmcnL 

A v·l()fld equally conunitied to ecPnPmi{' dc•\'t'\opmeiil 

and poiitica! development. 

A \.Vorld as commi.ttcd to free nw rketo; as tc: '-''-)men·~, 

em<>.nci pation. 

And e·ven HS -.ve C21tabguc-o organizt', anJ re~ich o:.; 
goals, step by s1cp by siep, let us ever v1gilanr. Rcpn.::s::;ivc 
forces aiways wiH stand ready tu exploit !he nwmc·n~ 

push us back in io tt;e past. 

Let u:; remember the '.vords 

Got.:the: 

th(' ','.TF: : 

"Freed om has te be re-mJ 
every generation.'' 

cmd In 

\Ve must do much more than decry the- \ !'"\c:st 
·"hanoe tl\:: fu; Pre ......... ·.o .. , . \. • . 

Remt:illbr::;;ring the '.-vords of a s1stcr pcnli::nr..'nt<-1 
Se:na.r,cr, Barbara 1\:1ikulski, that "demography t.~'· d: 

, T . ' 
believe tim.c,justice and the forces ofhistory r~l.T · .. ; :;i.~ic 
\VI? are here io Beijing l!.) proclaim a nc\v ,·isi\·.,,, , ., . 1 11 • 

<ind partnership. 

L~l us transl<1i.c this vision into reality in tr·, ·. ~<-:;resr 
0 

posst time. 

Thank you Madam Cl:a · 

! _:,;~) Df'P-2-9·95--40:JO. 
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