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PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON 
REMARKS FOR UNITY EVENT 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
July 27, 2000 

Good afternoon. I am pleased that Senator Daschle, Leader Gephardt, and other 
members of Congress have come here today to speak with one voice about the right way to' keep 
our nation's prosperity and progress growing. As we speak, Congress is packing up and 
preparing to leave town for its summer recess. But the Republican leadership is leaving behind a 
trunk full of unfinished business vital to the health of our economy and the well being of our 
people. 

We have spent the last seven years charting a course of fiscal discipline - making tough 
choices, paying down the national debt and investing in our people. That strategy has paid off in 
a big way: more than 22 million new jobs, the longest economic expansion and the largest 
budget surplus in our nation's history. Instead of continuing on that path, the Republican 
majority has spent most of this year, and especially the last few weeks, squandering our progress. 
They have passed reckless tax cut after reckless tax cut that would drain away our hard-earned 
surplus and put us back in the red. 

When you add them all up, the Republican tax bills passed by the 1061
h Congress would 

cost nearly $2 trillion over 10 years. Even by the most optimistic estimates, this would not leave 
one dime for strengthening Social Security and Medicare ... for a voluntary and affordable 
Medicare prescription drug benefit ... for education and school construction. And it would make 
it impossible for us to get America out of debt by 2012. 

There is a better way. We can do all these things and still give working Americans 
targeted tax relief. Let me be clear: We support the right kind of tax cuts for working 
Americans. I have proposed a program of cuts that will give a middle class American family 
substantially more benefits than the Republican plan at Jess than half the cost. Two-thirds of that 
relief will go to the middle 60 percent of Americans - including my carefully targeted marriage 
penalty relief. My tax cuts will also help families save up to $2,800 on the cost of college by 
making tuition tax deductible. My $3,000 long term care tax credit will help millions of 
American families shoulder the enormous financial burden of caring for chronically ill family 
members. We are also offering a tax cut that will help millions of families pay up to $2,400 for 
child care. And we will expand the EITC, providing up to $1, 100 of tax relief for millions of 
hard working families. 

Today, we have more evidence that our plan will help more of the people who really need 
it. We are releasing a state-by-state analysis that shows that the estate tax repeal recently passed 
by the Republican majority would benefit only about two percent of American families -- the 
wealthiest two percent in the nation - providi~g them with an average tax cut of $800,000. And 
fully half of those benefits would go to just one-tenth of one percent of all Americans. 



In contrast, our Medicare prescription drug benefit would provide affordable coverage for 
39 million seniors and people with disabilities with average incomes of about $20,000. This 
report shows clearly that our approach puts the interests of American families first and ensures 
that the nation's unprecedented prosperity benefits everyone. 

Instead of spending their time spending every last dime, the Republican majority should 
get to work on the people's business. 

So, when they go off on their vacations, the Congressional majority should take along 
this list ofrequired summer reading that the American people have given us. It's a list of what 
we need to get done when they get back to Washington. 

We need to strengthen and modernize Social Security and Medicare and add a Medicare 
prescription drug benefit that is available and affordable for all seniors and people with 
disabilities. 

We need to stan~ up to the special interests and pass a strong and enforceable Patient's 
Bill of Rights. We also need to pass common sense gun legislation that would close the gun 
show loophole, require child safety locks for all handguns and ban the importation of large 
capacity ammunition clips. 

We need to raise the minimum wage by a dollar ove~ two years. 

We need to demand more from our schools and invest more in them, including reducing 
class size, improving teacher quality and modernizing 6,000 of our schools that are literally 
falling apart. 

And we need to stop the delay and pass strong hate crimes legislation. 

This is not just a list to be read, it's a list to be acted on. I hope when the Congressional 
majority comes back, they bring with them a renewed commitment to make this a year ofreal 
progress for the American people. 

And now I would like to introduce Debbie Boudouvas [BOO-dew-vas], who lives not far 
from here in Arlington, Virginia, and attends George Washington University. 
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Good afternoon. I am pleased that Senator Daschle, 

Leader Gephardt, and other members of Congress have 

come here today to speak with one voice about the right 

way to keep our nation's prosperity and progress growing. 

As we speak, Congress is packing up and preparing to 

leave town for its summer recess. But the Republican 

leadership is leaving behind a trunk full of unfinished 

business vital to the health of our economy and the well 

being of our people. 

We have spent the last seven years charting a course 

of fiscal discipline - making tough choices, paying _down 

the national debt and investing in our people. 
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That strategy has paid off in a big way: more than 22 

million new jobs, the longest economic expansion and the 

largest budget surplus in our nation's history. Instead of 

continuing on that path, the Republican majority has spent 

most of this year, and especially the last few weeks, 

squandering our progress. They have passed reckless tax 

cut after reckless tax cut that would drain away our hard­

eamed surplus and put us back in the red. 

When you add them all up, the Republican tax bills 

passed by the 106th Congress would cost nearly $2 trillion 

over 10 years. 
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Even by the most optimistic estimates, this would not 

leave one dime for strengthening Social Security and 

Medicare ... for a voluntary and affordable Medicare 

prescription drug benefit ... for education and school 

construction. And it would make it impossible for us to 

get America out of debt by 2012. 

There is a better way. We can do all these things and 

still give working Americans targeted tax relief. Let me 

be clear: We support the right kind of tax cuts for 

working Americans. I have proposed a program of cuts 

that will give a middle class American family 

substantially more benefits than the Republican plan at 

less than half the cost. 
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Two-thirds of that relief will go to the middle 60 percent 

of Americans - including my carefully targeted marriage 

· penalty relief. My tax cuts will also help families save up 

to $2,800 on the cost of college by making tuition tax 

deductible. My $3,000 long term care tax credit will help 

millions of American families shoulder the enormous 

financi,al burden of caring for chronically ill family 

members. We are also offering a tax cut that will help 

millions of families pay up to $2,400 for child care. And 

we will expand the EITC, providing up to $1, 100 of tax 
( 

relief for millions of hard working families. 
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Today, we have more evidence that our plan will help 

more of the people who really need it. We are releasing a 

state-by-state analysis that shows that the estate tax repeal 

recently passed by the Republican majority would benefit 

only about two percent of American families -- the 

wealthiest two percent in the nation - providing them 

with an average tax cut of $800,000. And fully half of 

those benefits would go to just one-tenth of one percent of 

all Americans. 

In contrast, our Medicare prescription drug benefit 

would provide affordable coverage for 39 million seniors 

and people with disabilities with average incomes of 

about $20,000. 
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This report shows clearly that our approach puts the 

interests of American families first and ensures that the 

nation's· unprecedented prosperity benefits everyone. 

Instead of spending their time spending every last 

dime, the Republican majority should get to work on the 

people's business. 

So, when they go off on their vacations, the 

Congressional majority should take along this list of 

required summer reading that the American people have 

given us. It's a list of what we need to get done when 

they get back to Washington. 
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We need to strengthen and m~demize Social Security 

and Medicare and add a Medicare prescription drug 

benefit that is available and affordable for all seniors and 

people with disabilities. 

We need to stand up to the special interests and pass 

a strong and enforcea~le Patient's Bill of Rights. We also 

need to pass common sense gun legislation that would 

close the gun show loophole, require child safety locks for 

all handguns and ban the importation of large capacity 

ammunition clips. 

We need to raise the minimum wage by a dollar over 

two years. 
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We need to demand more from our schools and 

invest more in them, including reducing class size, 

improving teacher quality and modernizing 6,000 of our 

schools that are literally falling apart. 

And we need to stop the delay and pass strong hate 

crimes legislation. 

This is not just a list to be read, it's a list to be acted 

on. I hope when the Congressional majority comes back, 

they bring with them a renewed commitment to make this 

a year of real progress for the American people. 
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And now I would like to introduce Debbie 

Boudouvas [BOO-dew-vas ], who lives not far from here 

in Arlington, Virginia, and attends George Washington 

University. 
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Good afternoon. I am pleased that Senator Daschle, 

Leader Gephardt, and other members of Congress have 

come here today to speak with one voice about the right 

way to keep our nation's prosperity and progress growing. 

As we speak, Congress is packing up and preparing to 

leave town for its summer recess. But the Republican 

leadership is leaving behind a trunk full of unfinished 

business vital to the health of our economy and the well 

being of our people. 

We have spent the last seven years charting a course 

of fiscal discipline - making tough choices, paying down 

the national debt and investing in our people. 
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That strategy has paid off in a big way: more than 22 

·million new jobs, the longest economic expansion and the 

largest budget surplus in our nation's history. Instead of 

continuing on that path, the Republican majority has spent 

most of this year, and especially the last few weeks, 

squandering our progress. They have passed reckless tax 

cut after reckless tax cut that would drain away our hard­

eamed surplus and put us back in the red. 

When you add them all up, the Republican tax bills 

passed by the 106th Congress would cost nearly $2 trillion 

over IO years. 
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Even by the most optimistic estimates, this would not 

leave one dime for strengthening Social Security artd 

Medicare ... for a voluntary and affordable Medicare 

prescription drug benefit ... for education and ~chool 

, 

construction. And it would make it impossible for us to 

get America out of debt by 2012. 

There is a better way. We can do all these things and 

still give working Americans targeted tax relief. Let me 

be clear: We support the right kind of tax cuts for 

working Americans. I have proposed a program of cuts 

that will give a middle class American family 

substantially more benefits than the Republican plan at 

less than half the cost. 
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Two-thirds of that relief will go to the middle 60 percent 

of Americans - including my carefully targeted marriage 

penalty relief. My tax cuts will also help families save up 
I 

to $2,800 on the cost of college by making tuition tax 

deductible. My $3,000 long term care tax credit will help 

millions of American families shoulder the enormous 

financial burden of caring for chronically ill family 

members. We are also offering a tax cut that will help 

millions of families pay up to $2,400 for child care. And 

we will expand the EITC, providing up to $1, 100 of tax 

relief for millions of hard working families. 
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Today, we have more evidence that our plan will help 

more of the people who really need it. We are releasing a 

state-by-state analysis that shows that the estate tax repeal 

recently passed by the Republican majority would benefit 

only about two percent of American families -- the 

wealthiest two percent in the nation - providing them 

with an average tax cut of $800,000. And fully half of 

those benefits would go to just one-tenth of one percent of 

all Americans. 

In contrast, our Medicare prescription drug benefit . 

would provide affordable c·overage for 39 million seniors 

and people with disabilities with average incomes of 

about $20,000. 
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This report shows clearly that our approach puts the 

interests of American families first and ensures that the 

nation's unprecedented prosperity benefits everyone. 

Instead of spending theit time spending every last 

dime, the Republican majority should get to work on the 

people's business. 

So, when they go off on their vacations, the 

Congressional majority should take along this list of 

required summer reading that the American people have 

given us. It's a list of what we need to get done when 

they get back to Washington. 
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We need to strengthen and modernize Social Security 

and Medicare and add a Medicare prescription drug 

benefit that is available and affordable for all seniors and 

people with disabilities. 

We need to stand up to the special interests and pass 

a strong and enforceable Patient's Bill of Rights. We also 

need to pass common sense gun legislation that would 

close the gun show loophole, require child safety locks for 

all handguns and ban the importation of large capacity 

ammunition clips. 

We need to raise the minimum wage by a dollar over 

two years. 
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We need to demand more from our schools and 

invest more in them, including reducing class ·size, 

improving teacher quality and modernizing 6,000 of our 

schools that are literally falling apart. 

And we need to stop the delay and pass strong hate 

crimes legislation. 

This is not just a lis~ to be read, it's a. list to be acted 

on. I hope when the Congressional majority comes back, 

they bring with them a renewed commitment to make this 

a year of real progress for the American people. 
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And now I would like to introduce Debbie 

Boudouvas [BOO-dew-vas], who lives not far from here 

in Arlington, Virginia, and attends George Washington 

University. 
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Good afternoon. I am pleased that Senator Daschle, Leader Gephardt, and other 
members of Congress have come here today to speak with one voice about the right way to 
keep our nation's prosperity and progress growing. As we speak, Congress is packing ·up and 
preparing to leave town for its summer recess. But the Republican leadership is leaving 
behind a trunk full of unfinished business vital to the health of our economy and the well being 
of our people. 

We have spent the last seven years charting a course of fiscal discipline - making tough 
choices, paying down the national debt and investing in our people. That strategy has paid off 
in a big way: more than 22 million new jobs, the longest economic expansion and the largest 
budget surplus in our nation's history. Instead of continuing on that path, the Republican 
majority has spent most of this year, and especially the last few weeks, squandering our 
progress. They have passed reckless tax cut after reckless tax cut that would drain away our 
hard-earned surplus and put us back in the red. 

When you add them all up, the Republican tax bills passed by the 106th Congress 
would cost nearly $2 trillion over 10 years. Even by the most optimistic estimates, this would 
not leave one dime for strengthening Social Security and Medicare ... for a voluntary and 
affordable Medicare prescription drug benefit ... for education and school construction. And it 
would make it impossible for us to get America out of debt by 2012. 

There is a better way. We can do all these things and still give working Americans 
targeted tax relief. I have proposed a program of cuts that will give a middle class American 
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Good afternoon. I am pleased that Senator aschle, Lead d other 
members of Congress have come here today to eak with on oice ab the right way to ke:J1 \. "'"' 
our nation's prosperity and progress growing. Congress i ac~p and p~fflE(to leav1(for 'Y' 
its summer recess.,~ they are leaving behind a trunk full of unfinished business on a host of 
issues~ vita'rtO the health of our economy and the well being of our people. · 

We have spent the last seven years on a course of fiscal discipline - making tough 
choices, paying down the national debt and investing in our people. That strategy has paid off in 
a big way. We now have the longest economic expansion and the largest budget surplus in our 
nation's history. But instead of continuing on that path, the Republican They have spent the last 
few weeks squandering our progress by passing tax cut after tax cut that would drain away our 
hard-earned surplus and put us back into the red. 

When you add them all up, the Republican tax bills would cost nearly $2 trillion over 10 
years. And they would not leave a dime for strengthening Social Security and Medicare ... for an 
affordable prescription drug benefit ... for education and school construction ... and it would 
imperil our efforts to pay down the debt. 

There is a better way. We can do all these things and still give working Americans 
targeted tax relief to hel send their children to college, to care for s· amily members, 
and to pay for child ca e and chool construction. 

Today, we ha e e evidence that our plan will help more of the ople who really need 
it. We are releasing state-by-state analysis that shows that the estate tax recently passed by the 
Republican majority would benefit only 43,000 recipients with average incomes of $XXXX. In 
contrast, our Medicare prescription drug benefit would provide affordable coverage for 39 
million seniors and people with disabilities with average incomes of $17 ,000. Our approach puts 
the people's interest ahead of the special interests. 

Instead of spending their time spending every last dime, the Republican majority should 
get to work on the people's business. 

So, when they go off for their vacations, the Congressional majority should take along 
this list ofrequired summer reading that the American people have given us. It's a list of what 
we need to get done when.they get back to Washington. 
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PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON 
REMARKS FOR UNITY EVENT 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
July 27, 2000 

Good afternoon. I am pleased that Senator Daschle, Leader Gephardt, and other 
members of Congress have come here today to speak with one voice about the right way to keep 
our nation's prosperity and progress growing. As we speak, Congress is packing up and 
preparing to leave town for its summer recess. But the Republican leadership is leaving behind a 
trunk full of unfinished business vital to the health of our economy and the well being of our 
people. 

We have spent the last seven years charting a course of fiscal discipline - making tough 
choices, paying down the national debt and investing in our people. That strategy has paid off in 
a big way: more than 22 million new jobs, the longest economic expansion and the largest 
budget surplus in our nation's history. Instead of continuing on that path, the Republican 
majority has spent most of this year, and especially the last few weeks, squandering our progress. 
They have passed reckless tax cut after reckless tax cut that would drain away our hard-earned 
surplus and put us back in the red. 

When you add them all up, the Republican tax bills passed by the 106111 Congress would 
cost nearly $2 trillion over 10 years. Even by the most optimistic estimates, this would not leave 
one dime for strengthening Social Security and Medicare ... for a voluntary and affordable 
Medicare prescription drug benefit ... for education and school construction. And it would make 
it impossible for us to get America out of debt by 2012. 

There is a better way. We can do all these things and still give working Americans 
targeted tax relief. I have proposed a program of cuts that will give a middle class American 
family substantially more benefits than the Republican plan at less than half the cost. Two-thirds 
of that relief will go to .the middle 60 percent of Americans - including my carefully targeted 
marriage penalty relief. My cuts will also help them send their children to college, to care for 
sick family members, and to pay for child care, and school construction. 

Today, we have more evidence that our plan will help more of the people who really need 
it. We are releasing a state-by-state analysis that shows that the estate tax recently passed by the 
Republican majority would benefit only about two percent of American families -- the 
wealthiest two percent in the nation - providing them with an average tax cut of $800,000. And 
fully half of those benefits would go to just one-tenth of one percent of all Americans. 

In contrast, our Medicare prescription drug benefit would provide affordable coverage for 
39 million seniors and people with disabilities with average incomes of about $20,000. This 
report shows clearly that our approach puts the interests of American families first and ensures 
that the nation's unprecedented prosperity benefits everyone. 



Instead of spending their time spending every last dime, the Republican majority should 
get to work on the people's business. 

So, when they go off on their vacations, the Congressional majority should take along 
this list ofrequired summer reading that the American people have given us. It's a list of what 
we need to get done when they get back to Washington. 

We need to strengthen and modernize Social Security and Medicare and add a Medicare 
prescription drug benefit that is available and affordable for all seniors and people with 
disabilities. 

We need to stand up to the special interests and pass a strong and enforceable Patient's 
Bill of Rights. We also need to pass common sense gun legislation that would close the gun 
show loophole, require child safety locks for all handguns and ban the importation of large 
capacity ammunition clips. 

We need to raise the minimum wage by a dollar over two years. 

We need to demand more from our schools and invest more in them, including reducing 
class size, improving teacher quality and modernizing 6,000 of our schools that are literally 
falling apart. 

And we need to stop the delay and pass strong hate crimes legislation. 

This is not just a list to be read, it's a list to be acted on. I hope when the Congressional 
majority comes back, they bring with them a renewed commitment to make this a year of real 
progress for the American people. 

And now I would like to ask Senator Daschle to say a few words ... 
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Good afternoon. I am pleased that Senator Daschle, Leader Gephardt, and other 
members of Congress have come here today to speak with one voice about the right way to keep 
our nation's prosperity and progress growing. As we speak, Congress is packing up and 
preparing to leave town for its summer recess. But the Republican leadership is leaving behind a 
trunk full of unfinished business vital to the health of our economy and the well being of our 
people. 

We have spent the last seven years charting a course of fiscal discipline - making tough 
choices, paying down the national debt and investing in our people. That strategy has paid off in 
a big way: more than 22 million new jobs, the longest economic expansion and the largest 
budget surplus in our nation's history. Instead of continuing on that path, the Republican 
majority has spent most of this year, and especially the last few weeks, squandering our progress. 
They have passed reckless tax cut after reckless tax cut that would drain away our hard-earned 
surplus and put us back in the red. 

When you add them all up, the Republican tax bills passed by the 1061
h Congress would 

cost nearly $2 trillion over 10 years. Even by the most optimistic estimates, this would not leave 
one dime for strengthening Social Security and Medicare ... for a voluntary and affordable 
Medicare prescription drug benefit ... for education and school construction. And it would make 
it impossible for us to get America out of debt by 2012. 

There is a better way. We can do all these things and still give working Americans 
targeted tax relief. I have proposed a program of cuts that will give a middle class American 
family substantially more benefits than the Republican plan at less than half the cost. Two-thirds 
of that relief will go to the middle 60 percent of Americans - including my carefully targeted 
marriage penalty relief. My cuts will also help them send their children to college, to care for 
sick family members, and to pay for child care, and school construction. 

Today, we have more evidence that our plan will help more of the people who really need 
it. We are releasing a state-by-state analysis that shows that the estate tax recently passed by the 
Republican majority would benefit only about two percent of American families -- the 
wealthiest two percent in the nation - providing them with an average tax cut of $800,000. And 
fully half of those benefits would go to just one-tenth of one percent of all Americans. 

In contrast, our Medicare prescription drug benefit would provide affordable coverage for 
39 million seniors and people with disabilities with average incomes of about $20,000. This 
report shows "clearly that our approach puts the interests of American families first and ensures 
that the nation's unprecedented prosperity benefits everyone. 



Instead of spending their time spending every last dime, the Republican majority should 
get to work on the people's business. 

So, when they go off on their vacations, the Congressional majority should take along 
this list ofrequired summer reading that the American people have given us. It's a list of what 
we need to get done when they get back to Washington. 

We need to strengthen and modernize Social Security and Medicare and add a Medicare 
prescription drug benefit that is available and affordable for all seniors and people with 
disabilities. 

We need to stand up to the special interests and pass a strong and enforceable Patient's 
Bill of Rights. We also need to pass common sense gun legislation that would close the gun 
show loophole, require child safety locks for all handguns and ban the importation of large 
capacity ammunition clips. 

We need to raise the minimum wage by a dollar over two years. 

We need to demand more from our schools and invest-more in them, including reducing 
class size, improving teacher quality and modernizing 6,000 of our schools that are literally 
falling apart. 

And we need to stop the delay and pass strong hate crimes legislation. 

This is not just a list to be read, it's a list to be acted on. I hope when the Congressional 
majority comes back, they bring with them a renewed commitment to make this a year of real 
progress for the American people. 

And now I would like to ask Senator Daschle to say a few words ... 
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Good afternoon. I am pleased that Senator Daschle, Leader Gephardt, and. other t "'i.ff '-, 

members of Congress have come here today to speak with one voice about the right way to ~1 
keep our nation's prosperity and progress growing. As we speak, Congress is packing up and · ~ 
preparing to leave town for its summer recess. But the Republican leadership is leaving ' ) ~ 
behind a trunk full of unfinished business vital to the health of our economy and the well being b 
of our people. J.:J ~ 

We have spent the last seven years charting a course of fiscal discipline - making tough ~ 
choices, paying down the national debt and investing in our people. That strategy has paid off 
in a big way: more than 22 million new jobs, the longest economic expansion and the largest 
budget surplus in our nation's history. Instead of continuing on that path, the Republican 
majority has spent most of this year, and especially the last few weeks, squandering our 



progress. They have passed reckless tax cut after reckless tax cut that would drain away our 
hard-earned surplus and put us back in the red. 

When you add them all up, the Republican tax bills passed by the 106th Congress 
would cost nearly $2 trillion over 10 years. Even by the most optimistic estimates, this would 
not leave one dime for strengthening Social Security and Med.icare ... for a voluntary and 
affordable Medicare prescription drug benefit ... for education and school construction. And it 
would make it impossible for us to get America out of debt by 2012. 

There is a better way. We can do all these things and still give working Americans 
targeted tax relief. I have proposed a program of cuts that will give a middle class American 
family substantially more benefits than the Republican plan at less than half the cost. 
Two-thirds of that relief will go to the middle 60 percent of Americans - including my 
carefully targeted marriage penalty relief. My cuts will also help them send their children to 
college, to care for sick family members, and to pay for child care, and school construction. 

Today, we have more evidence that our plan will help more of the people who really 
need it. We are releasing a state-by-state analysis that shows that the estate tax repeal recently 
passed by the Republican majority would benefit only about two percent of American families 
-- the wealthiest two percent in the nation - providing them with an average tax cut of 
$800,000. And fully half of those benefits would go to just one-tenth of one percent of all 
Americans. 

In contrast, our Medicare prescription drug benefit would provide affordable coverage 
for 39 million seniors and people with disabilities with average incomes of about $20,000. 
This report shows clearly that our approach puts the interests of American families first and 
ensures that the nation's unprecedented prosperity benefits everyone. 

Instead of spending their time spending every last dime, the Republican majority should 
get to work on the people's business. 

So, when they go off on their vacations, the Congressional majority should take along 
this list of required summer reading that the American people have given us. It's a list of 
what we need to get done when they get back to Washington. 

We need to strengthen and modernize Social Security and Medicare and add a 
Medicare prescription drug benefit that is available and affordable for all seniors and people 
with disabilities. 

We need to stand up to the special interests and pass a strong and enforceable Patient's 
Bill of Rights. We also need to pass common sense gun legislation that would close the gun 
show loophole, ·require child safety locks for all handguns and ban the importation of large 
capacity ammunition clips. 

We need to raise the minimum wage by a dollar over two years. 



We need to demand more from our schools and invest more in them, including 
reducing class size, improving teacher quality and modernizing 6,000 of our schools that are 
literally falling apart. 

And we need to stop the delay an<l pass strong hate crimes legislation. 

This is not just a list to be read, it's a list to be acted on. I hope when the 
Congressional majority comes back, they bring with them a renewed commitment to make this 
a year of real progress for the American people. 

And now I would like to introduce Debbie "Qgyg}gylvas Boudouvas[BOO-dew-vas], 
who lives not far from here in Arlington, Virginia, and attends George Washington 
University. 
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In contrast, our Medicare prescription drug benefit would provide affordable coverage 
for 39 million seniors and people with disabilities with average incomes of about $20,000. 
This report shows clearly that our approach puts the interests of American families first and 
ensures that the nation's unprecedented prosperity benefits everyone. 

Z.l.ft>O 

~~ 

~ 
~ , 
~ODe.. 

Instead of spending their time spending every last dime, the Republican majority should ~ 
get to work on the people's business. 6., ... ~:t:i!R_ 

So, when they go off on their vacations, the Congressional majority should take along ~ 
this list of required summer reading that the American people have given us. It's a list of ~I -
what we need to get done when they get back to Washington. . 

We need to strengthen and modernize Social Security and Medicare and add a ~ 
Medicare prescription drug benefit that is available and affordable for all seniors and people ' 

with disabilities. ~ +-, 

We need to stand up to the special interests and pass a strong and enforceable Patient's -~ 
Bill of Rights. We also need to pass common sense gun legislation that would close the gun ~- ; 
show loophole, require child safety locks for all handguns and ban the importation of large z ?~ 
capacity ammunition clips. ~-·y 

We need to raise the minimum wage by a dollar over two years. ~~ 
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We need to demand more from our schools and invest more in them, including -6 

reducing class size, improving teacher quality and modernizing 6,000 of our schools that are 
literally falling apart. 

And we need to stop the delay and pass strong hate crimes legislation. 
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This is not just a list to be read, it's a list to be acted on. I hope when the ~ 
Congressional majority comes back, they bring with them a renewed commitment to make this ~J/ 
a year of real progress for the American people. ~ 
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Good afternoon. I am pleased that Senator Daschle, Leader Gephardt, and other 
members of Congress have come here today to speak with one voice about the right way to keep 
.:mr nation's prosperity and progress growing. As we speak, Congress is packing up and 
)reparing to leave town for its summer recess. But the Republican leadership is leaving behind a 
·:runk full of unfinished business vital to the health of our economy and the well being of our 
people. 

We have spent the last seven years charting a course of fiscal discipline - making tough 
choices, paying down the national debt and investing in our people. That strategy has paid off in 
a big way: more than 22 million·new jobs, the longest economic expansion and the largest 
budget surplus in our nation's history. Instead of continuing on that path, the Republican 
majority has spent most of this year, and especially the last few weeks, squandering our progress. 
They have passed reckless tax cut after reckless tax cut that would drain away our hard-earned 
:;urplus and put us back in the red. 

When you add them all up, the Republican tax bills passed by the 106111 Congress would 
cost nearly $2 trillion over 10 years. Even by the most optimistic estimates, this would not leave 
one dime for strengthening Social Security and Medicare ... for a voluntary and affordable 
Medicare prescription drug benefit ... for education and school construction. And it would make 
it impossible for us to get America out of debt by 2012. 

There is a better way. We can do all these things and still give working Americans 
targeted tax relief. I have proposed a program of cuts that will give a middle class American 
family substantially more benefits than the Republican plan at less than half the cost. Two-thirds 
of that relief will go to the middle 60 percent of Americans - including my carefully targeted 
marriage penalty relief. My cuts will also help them send their children to college, to care for 
~ick family members, and to pay for child care, and school construction. 

Today, we have more evidence that our plan will help more of the people who really need 
it. We are releasing a state-by-state analysis that shows that the estate tax recently passed by the 
Republican majority would benefit only about two percent of American families -- the 
wealthiest two percent in the nation - providing them with an average tax cut of $800,000. And 
folly half of those benefits would go to just one-tenth of one percent of all Americans. 

In contrast, our Medicare prescription drug benefit would provide affordable coverage for 
J 9 million seniors and people with disabilities with average incomes of about $20,000. This 
report shows clearly that our approach puts the interests of American families first and ensures 
hat the nation's unprecedented prosperity benefits everyone. 



Instead of spending their time spending every last dime, the Republican majority should 
get to work on the people's business. 

So, when they go off on their vacations, the Congressional majority should take along 
this list ofrequired summer reading that the American people have given us. It's a list of what 
we need to get done when they get back to Washington. 

We need to strengthen and modernize Social Security and Medicare and add a Medicare 
prescription drug benefit that is available and affordable for all seniors and people with 
disabilities. 

We need to stand up to the special interests and pass a strong and enforceable Patient's 
Bill of Rights. We also need to pass common sense gun legislation that would close the gun 
show loophole, require child safety Jocks for all handguns and ban the importation of large 
:.apacity ammunition clips. 

We need to raise the minimum wage by a dollar over two years. 

We need to demand more from our schools and invest more in them, including reducing 
dass size, improving teacher quality and modernizing 6,000 of our schools that are literally 
:falling apai1. 

And we 11eed to stop the delay and pass strong hate crimes legislation. 

This is not just a list to be read, it's a list to be acted on. I hope when the Congressional 
majority comes back, they bring with them a renewed commitment to make this a year of real 
progress for the American people. 

And now I would like to ask Senator Daschle to say a few words ... 
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Record Type: Record 

To: Terry Edmonds/WHO/EOP@EOP 

cc: 
Subject: Re: REVISED FINAL--Unity Remarks lTuJ 

Hey. I like the remarks, but had one addition. I think we need to beef up the section on our tax cuts, there 
is a a para that describes the tax cuts but it will be crucial that he is seen as favoring tax cuts so the 
rhetoric here could be stronger and we need to give the section a little more description, decribing each 
cut in our package. At the end of the day, our tax cuts when described beat their tax cuts. I called Joel 
and he said pass this along to you. 


