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Little Rock School District
- 810 West Markham
/‘ £ Y = Little Rock, AR 72201

Phone: (501) 324-2020 .

I M Fax: (501) 324-2032

DATE:  August7, 1997 /7[(7% % %f
TO: Abigail Krausen ’—W

FROM: Suellen Vann, D_irector of Communications

SUBIJECT: President Clinton - Central High School Quotes

MESSAGE:

I am sending you some press clips from coverage of the 30th anniversary
of Central High School in Little Rock We are continuing to search for others
and will fax any additional material we find. Please let me know if we can

be of further assistance.

s Pages (induding cover) 8 ToFax# (202) 4565709 Speed Dial

Preparing students for success every day
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Parumpants in
say resegregatlon a

iwmhmywm

1957 cr151s

LR Cenlra] a ‘model’

stlll sensztwe to race' |

:dents and’ thculw bave over- mcmammkuda:m‘u

. come the 1957 desegregation
e by bullding 3 pationally  Blame crisks on formar gooernor

mcmma educational -
‘orem, but some raeld’ pmr» sjot “of students cummucd
‘lems remain. accordIng to- "having 8 good school” said
" school officials and stndents. Everer M. Hawks, a New
" The school carved its place . Yorkerin hbﬂnh!ﬂrupﬁa-
.in history 30 years sgo when cipal of the seb
- pine black students, protected
hy. federal troopa. broke the seme pesple Rnow abour Ar-
color line. Today sthool offi- * kinerg is what they- know
cials and stndents talk about .’ about Central- High. There are °
the sehool with pride and it re- 3 1ot nrore people who are re-
- mains '3 symbol of an inte- .alizing what Arkansas is — and
grated. quality educnhon ~" what Central is . a ine state
anchored againu "whxlc -and a fine ingtitution™ -
Oight” Gov. Bili Clinton said Thurs- -
"Ithlnkc.anu'alabeenven dav thar arkaneas® wnretent

'QHL'

“1 think that n:re).v all that ,

thIeat

3J0th eymiversory
iCm:mleghSdzmldmw

Thirty yecs ago it ws a symbal
ddzmcfdmmlf
of this region to rucial integra-
mrodqxlucmbuquu:z
uﬂuymmbmccmm '
w masal eguality with educa-
tiongl exxellence I am so proud

Gov. Bil] Chmnn.‘
Aug 18, 1987

Thitty years have pased\ J

since the Uanle Rock Ning,
shielded by the” bayonets of
federal Uoops, druke through
racial barriers at Cenual High
.School. 'l'hose involved in the”
1857 erisis told the Arkgnsas
Democrat that historic effortis -
‘now threatened dy 3 “secodd
erisis™ af school resegregation
In recent interviews with

. seven of the nine foomer st-
dans.theye.xpmssedabahef [

that they. accomplished their .

" purpose s 1997, although

_there was great risk and pein,
" but that the struggle for radal
‘equelity in Lmle Bc:k couhn-
-ues

The.Little Rock School Dis-

"triet, scheduled to begin

clastes Ang 3L is pow grap-
pling with 2 federal comt de-
segregation plap that bas ex-
.tended the district boundaries -
to the city limits, adding pnr—
tions of other school distri

and resuling in mmive
resssignments o achieve 3 ra-

. ¢ial balapee

Proest G. Grees, 45, te first
black graduate of Central Bigh

‘in 1898, is now a scuior vice

president of Shearson Lebman
Brothers Inc o Washipglon
D.C. He said the' ongoing 3




“TlorIRAle 1N the years Wat imnge is shaped “very liftle™ school struggle 15 part of 3 big-

- have gone by since 1067 to by the 1957 crisis and Central  ger problem.

have excellent lendership, ex-,: had a “very positive imagessa . “My overall perspective i
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small pleco of tho big problem, -

whlich I3 oconomle opportunity

and economic dispatity. be- -

tween blacks and whites; not
only In Arkangas bul acrose

the South,” Green sald., "The - '

school problem masks the
-lgrger prablem: How do. you

make economic opportunily -

for. cveryone? 1 think s
(disparity) going to conlinue.”

. Green, a former nsslstant

- aeerelary of labor, 8ald the Llt-

Ue Rock Nine “opencd Pan-.

_ dora’s Box'" In 1957,

"\Yo showed you hod teo
mako education an lssua ta do

what s right,” dreen Bsald."

."Peaple who ero best pre-
pared get the best opportunity
and lhoso nol prepared are
tefl ouL”

‘Green, 0 membar of the

NAACP. nalional board and -
the board of tho Arkansas- -

Nockofelior
achools serve

‘based Winthro
Poundallon, sal

as o “\nddor” for "evoning out

tho fiold of play.” .
“A loi-of block kids atart out
fn dn uncven race,” Green
sald,
Two civil vights leaders who
alled the csusa of the Little

o ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT ¢ SUNDAY, AUGUST 20, 19536 .

Ernest Qraen

aro concerned with the logis-
tics of busing. .

41 think thal poople, for
whatever reason, think they
need to kind of lsolate thelr
child on whaot I would conglder
a whito Christlan lsland, which
to mo 13 dolng them o disaer-
vica beccauge (hat's not what
the real world’s lko,” Mrs,
Choate sald. “A Jol of them

- (parents)” wouldn'l try, They

Rock Nine sald In vecent Inter- |

viows (hat the accomplish-
meants of blucks “during the
- 3697 crisis are threatenod by a
*movement” for resogregotion.
- Wiley A. Branton Sr., 83, the
NAACP allorney from Plne
Bluft who representod 33
black studonls, Including Lhe
Litttiec Rock Nine, durin

1087 crlels, sald Little Roek

the -

()l does not have a "unltary”

school district, .
“I'm afrald there's a move.
" ment toward resegregation in

Liltle Rock,” Branlon sald Ina -

_rocant__intorviaw . Cram_his "

wouldn't give the achools tho
benofitofthe doubt”

Mrs, Choato, director of the
Governor'a Partnarship in Sub-
stoance Abuse and Proventlon

and a former aldo Vo Gov. Bill '

Clinton,, and her husbond,
John, a Lilite Rock ollorney,

put two sons (hrough Little -

Rock achools, They sald In a
recent Interview that today's
descgrogation issues are dif
ferant from those of 1957,

“] think everyhody has ae-
cepted .Integratlion,” Joln
Chosle sald, "Whal we have

now ls a monstrous logistical

L —

Jeailerson Thamas

situation.” o
“A 1ot of peoplo wanl a qual-
My, inlegrated achool aystom
ond don't want (helr child lso-
Jated on that white Chriatlan
jsland," Mrs, Choate addad,

L R

Carlotia Walls Lanler

Tenenco Aaberts

Minnljaen Brown Trickey

‘Those members of the Litilo
Rock Nine who could be Inter-
viewad coxpressed hopo (hat
their sacrifice ond ordcal had
opened doors for blacks (hat
would remaln opon.

Thelma Jean Mothershod Walr

Mrs. Bales, publisher of tho
Arkanzas State Press and
widow of the lalo ¢lvli rights
leader L.C. Dates, sald the Lit-
tle Nack Nine sulfered mental

and physlcal abuse, bud golned

. ¢lly ond go to se

" strength from each olher.f

"Wo discussed what w
happen If ono of them
killed or hurt,* she aald. "
gald they would go to sc
the noxt morning.”

Green, Itke tho élher for
students, was surprized th
tagration of Central High
came o historleal event.

“We prabably didn't re
how long the struggle w
test — cven untll loday," G
snfdl. “If anybody told me
yoars after my high sc
graduation I would stlll be
cussing my high schaool gra
ton, I wouldn't hiave bell

TR

QOroen, a gradvale of M
gan State Universily and
fathor of two children, sal
stigma of raclal prejudic
maing far Llitle Rock bee
of the 1067 crlsis, but "at
(ederol presence ang sup;
{a stil) needed In Arkensee

"l feel] very proud {o |
contributed aomething,"” G
sald. “1’'m us surprised ns
ono (I's had these histlo
meanings." Greén, who he
Jesse Jackson with his’
prosidential campnjgn by
“nol 08 active” In the cur
compalgn, pralsed Clnlor
presslng for cdueallon
forms. He also 5aid he plal
return (o Arkansas, -

Tholme Jeen Molher
Wolr, 40, of Bollevllie, I
junlor hlgh school homeo
homies tcachor, said (he
sogregation problems cont
desplte the 1957 efforl

“ know that Little R
llke mosat other eltles, s ha
o crisle because whiles
moving to the suburbs
leaving the clly achoola to
blacks,”” Mra. Walr snid,
can'l make peoglo liva In

ool" .
5ep CENTRAL, Page
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reont interview frm hic. T
“That concerns me. T e :
.’ Branton, who left Arkansas

: inmmditwﬂltakeajci.nt :

* effart of the school board.and °

s the school' adminiztration- to:

+ bring the disrict into compli- 7
.‘ance with federal law. A for- - [
- mer dean of the Boward Uni- . =
: versity Law School, Brantg

; said the octions of former Gav.

" Orval Faubus - during the,

- 1857 #risis almost brought “an

At o ettty
LR -;
P

RSN Iy

AL AR e

*",There'is'no question Littl
-—-Bfek came as close to anarchy.
—ar-revolt by. state-governmen

jg-88 aoything sincel teaCi

o

LA

PR

P

. . . e . i
g et v gt e o e S o e
I R e S e e e e D

e e e
e miate

:
F
Ty
i
i

3

4
p

4
4

b

1

{

4

1
¥

tl:e-‘-'1.957’-“:1-_isirz."ch d the
"1 resegregation - of sehools -
Z::been caused. by “white fight":-%

"Vanee Jopes, acting super-
tendent “of Little. Roek
ools,¥ anid - Thu =

ite- flight has%caused  pro

R T e

esegregation problems*
nd the 1857; crisis,“except for .

. fE_'::.zn:aci&i.&s‘—"‘ ._.___'_‘.9.'%“._?%;._ : 7

AT e s g iy

% ~ “ assigned'~'to
+/ basic.courses while:white s-:
‘sdentg daminated the advanced
-classen’He said- the’
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Doors open for jjoyous union’

by Michael Haddigan m,’}j . zTnumph Qf Splflt Celebrated

:nnmru. who off¢red them (ried
icken and watermelon. Benjs-

For the first time In 30 years. , wupmdwhave the nine rewid :hudubmmgmfmnxhnh& mxn L Hooks, the NAACP cxcco-

dive black formrer Central igh
ichon] Qudents who made hisiory °
¢t Little Rack were reunited
‘hursday st the mansion once oo

57 tlemporarily Batred them
rom the achaol

“Thirty yecars »go, you might not
ave becn aflowed In the gate”
lev. Bllihuc Gaviord. the state
{AACP prosident, 1ald the nlne.

: fact that Central High has since| |
upicd by the governor who in -~

gress
, was evidence of the progress Ar; ized for the-guality af it
- kanzas had msde in ruce reiatiana. " m-cpmm . -

‘ ton and Nis wilc, Ny, at the ©

Jtid at “the comound post’ de i tween Ariqnsas gnd the federnli- Uve - dircctor, briefly engaged

fmo school ™ Mr. Clinton xaid the! ,?du:,u;’u;,ét“m 2 020 - Tﬂwcﬂw
1957 boeome “a symbol of- pm-\}smdcng' enrolled gt Central are The NAACP board members wiit
ang arsdemic oxecllenee™" pigck. The hgh tchool B widely Mett taday with sindentx, laculty

and aschodl offlcials ot Central

-+« High ScBoel Alss today, Lhe nine
The nine. were met by Mr. CQlin-*, . Ly andHrs.Baxswlllwurlhemgh
Metby dems B hool withMr. Qneon. -

’

The nine - former smdennu and .

"sigied ta keep them (rom gettingy’ [govmmu:mxhcn:hnddeq- “ Hdntmhlnnmnvmnimx

door of the mansion and some em-

mmy ‘annoyed with the demon- -

! |- Thursdey in ® telephone inter
For mast of the pinc, it will be..

[doog
FCULiLCU ,

at Mansion

In o javial mand, with athers, on
the stepsaf the Gavernor's
Mansion Thuraday are the nine
placks wha desegregated

- Central lhgh.‘wlnml in

september TAAT, Standing at
Governor Bitl Clintons lefl i
Carlat(a Walls Lanirrof
Englewand, Col, From keft, next

* talwr, are(back row) Dr.

Terrence Roheriz of Pasadena,
Cal.. Minnijean Brown Trivkey-
of Kenaberk, Canada. Melba *
Fattille Bealz of San Francisow
and Frnest G Green of
Washingtan. fn (he front row
are { from el Daisy Balee, the
tivil Fight= leader, and Theima
Jean Motherthed Wair of
Netleville, L. Jefferson A
Thomasaf Anaheim.Cal,
Gloria Ray Karlmark of The
Netherlands and Elizabeth Ann
Eckford al Littlc Rock,

=S [Tie py Avt Mymgad

Ex'-govempr
|didn’t get
an invitation

When the Little Rock Nine re-
live the 1067 deseggrration cri.
7is at Central High School tor
day, one key flgure won't bde
theres Orval E. Faubus. He
wasn'tinvited, |

Faubus, 77, who now lves
prear Conwny, scrved anunpree-
edented slxr wrmx e sald

vlew Lhet he planned to attend s

‘Pt now the doors ha\le been.., brared tearfully as they enconn-  the NAACP bourd memBers were. : the fiext time they had entered zhz {all (cstivel oz Narrisen throagh
1pen Lo vau. God dless you.™ "'"mhda:hotherum:rmpdm, i metatthemunsion gatedy. gdm ' ,u:hco! slncnhw-m:nmuenu ;Sumrdey. - o
mmmhnﬂmunhnslcuv 4 .: 3 o, - - bh : d K 't hope'all af ther has a nice
wnat's Manslon reception -nm,.,_} A ?'nbu&lld?n_lyunﬂ, -F CE R NI _'?" R Stll'ldmm tunderstand mcoting and get aleng fine.™ he
Iny. brooght members of the Litte - September 2, 19K7; then-Gaver- | Roben (Say) Mdntosh JefTerson A Thomas, 44, of An- | sald. "Littc Rock is a friendly
iy snd glways hes been,”. - -~

Asked if in the Ut 30 yenrs
h¢ had ever wanted to gxplain
‘| Ns actlons daring the wrivis to

tock Ninc from aa faraway 29Cal-  nor Orval B Faobus, citing what ' , -w.n -8hcim, Cal, 8 Victham vrteran
fornia, - The - Netherlands and . he' $aid was evidaner 6C disarder sard the NAACPWES ) I.' ...l @ho {8 dn accomnting technician,
torthern Canads (0 8 dty where . gmd. threats of disorder, calitd aut  :“dead &s 8 dOUghfut’ 5, . jsald it the remiaion that he sull has

nobs «:leendnndmﬂedo\m .Nat) aard mrroand. . : A |
"‘l'ho:b s Joyoun umnlon’ of both>? ‘Ch;u-:! ::"ﬁzﬁ the ni:e atudenty - ‘and criticized the board i].}gnthhvasmy = the nine stadenty, Paubms xaid,
ilack and white.~ Melba rmmo Zfrom eniering the next day under, § :members for-"m-.‘ ; * “llived i Linle Backallmy life. | > wouldn't miod i Lbad the oo~
lcals. 44, now a-jourmiist at San, ‘federal . conrt descgrégatton or-— 1P UL thanght dveryone veds lrleﬁdly? &xslonto.” SN
_gum. 12id 10 loud applause’™! - dera. September 25;:the amdents 'Wlﬁ’l Mr.-Clirtton ‘and -you - know, Southesn haspleallty ~ .
© celebrate the triumph of the T entered the achool utder the pro-' | :JGHY Maulden.*AP-and L .nnd all that. All of = audden, n\y’m"m[&[mg\kofsomethhgwﬂ.hy .

urthan sp!nL no mxtter’ what: hs-. raction B fedetu! bwp:,whoh-p’c * world vy toro apart ~ i mny. = she said.

olor.” - N : S—u L angry, jeefing whites n&.\ pres!dmt...who graeted 1=, \:hhz d-hil!:u;-h h;c;nii H:;‘n othat " Gloria Roy Karlmark. 46, a mag-
. o v,  Studenzs were” azine editor who lives th The N
. DalryBawcspradsed g—n!dm Dwight D. Elsentigwts- e bcart! membas “soon “Ydcking and spitding end ye-  thertands, "id Barropeans weee fo-
E}an.Gm 45 ofWuhlng— hu! dispatched 1,100 cuﬂbat.- = llnxuus. heszatd. . miflar with' the events of: the .
an the first Blaek fraduste of - equipped troops of the 101st PITAS “placard damummrl «7i-” Thomas azid he “pot 2 1ot of en-,  Central High ertaby;

‘nlr.\! in 1958 pralsed Dau:l

lated, the newspaper publisher ':Fonbus defledthe S
md formet president of the Ar<’:
n: ;. Pinbus later ordered the Lirde  clzed the board members Tof “par-

"7 Rock high achiols dased for the o tying™ irith Mi. Qlimon.and Jerry '1980 and had vialted in 1963 and

s NAACP who acted as cotin-
wlor lor the students.

“We mre all very proud ofhzr""j

,yj barne Divisicn to Little Rack after s, ledbyRo

)Mdnunh. . CTRY into motTumning scared when
! Mcintosh gald the NAACP' was .1 ahould have beert. concencrating

"dud x5 o donghnut™ and eritl- =jom my
“He asid he faft Little Rock In

:d:rllds@'b
geiionofders. -

JO58-69 school year. But & three- _ (Arksnsss ‘Power, and lsss.nmsnuhehndamd

Manlden,
# sxid “She was the glue thag .Judgz fedenl oonrt struck down ' Light Campany. president. who _peress the street frem the school
mldmlnwzd-hu'md'elm ~the staie taw that had allowed., yuchdlhahnrdnmbeﬂnuhe Mncthclcnlhedly.hn"reany

yer very moch.”

Bh
inrdents were ar Linte Rock Si9Bg. . -.'-- .,

= Faubay fn:laemuchmhndun-.

ooam

' Elizaheth Ann Eckford, 45, who
i lives 2t Lictie Rock, said sbe did
¥y Wbﬁ to be ntrrviewen Thurs-
._Any"'l llwayu drcline b\u:rv{m

Morsday fer the NAACP natonal = demwutﬂml'limg'we Shglt -
ard meeting. which s to com- r BM‘““""“‘“’”"’"“" 1 Overcome}” the
inue Gyough Saturday. Backed by the NAACP, the rie ngnumzwe" 1?'“

Governor 'BII Qlinten 1aid he  atudents ac umena:khmghtb K4 Qvu-:!_,

~Enrope and the world mode s
rious note of whar. happencd here ©
20 years aga,” Karimark said, She-
.35ld Faokus “bears a serfoas bor.

. den on his coredience. not fust for

v, bat for what be did memf:
¥ear in dosing theschools.™ .

in & telephone intcrview Thurs-3
“day, Faubus 3sld that under the®

Righ"acliools reopened, in  Augusi,. As the niné vere Mulnz for - Re sald acven of the group had  game conditions todsy he woulds
ulr phommmm ® maraion steps, . mctﬂveyeaulgon)iew Yark. - ™% fnake tha same decisions n mh,!
167, -

* Thomas, when told of the !urmtr‘
governor's omments, xeid qulddy- :
. and with conviction, “So would L™ 2 £

'A
\
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.ARKANSAS GAZETTE Saturday, October 24, 1987'

NAACP banquet toasts

By Stephen Steed .
GAZETTE STAF . o

who brought about the d@egrega-
tion of Central'High'! School wzs sa-
Clated” and twasted- sted-by-about- 1—500)
‘pedple- ina banquet and-reception
Fnday mght at the’ Statehouse
,Convention Center=” -

ing.. :
Wh.ile those at the head t.able, in-
.cluding Benjamin Hooks,  the
NAACP executive direccor, s8-

{ also warned that much more work
was yet to be done in dvil rights
and in genersl unprovement of the
country.

/> Governor Bill Clinton,, who gave

_Thursday night at the Governor's
' /“Mansion, said at the banquet that
the policies of- Presxdent Reagan

ing a new class of poor people.” He
said the Reagan vears hiad brought
: “compasmn out of fashion” and
"greed without need.”

* ; ‘He said the NAACP could help

- to quality ®ducation, by realizing
.that the country’s children not |

The courage of the nine students.
- only need to learn more but that

‘The events were pait.of the an-_Mentary, “Central - High "Schc "School
nual NAACP. nanona.l board me-et— C Then~ d—Now.” _The, documen-

.Mathis, a reporter for KATV,

luted the efforts of the past, they.
Light Company.

- called out the Nationsl Guard to'
2 Teception for the nine students i

had been detrimental by “spawn-
* patched to Little Rock by Prwx-

courage of LR'Nine

ee——e

combat the effects of nanonal poli- |
cles by renewing its commitment -

more children need to learn,andto = §
promote full pohucal participation ..
by blacks. - -3
During the banquet, an excerpt"
was shown fronia 30-minute docusg

tary, which mubebroadcastl e
this fall; is narrated dy Deborz

Channel 7,'and was produced-and .g
sponsored by Arkansas Power and

ES

- The excerpt - showed foot.age
from September 2, 1957, when’
then-Governor Orbal ‘E. Faubus

-

from -entering _school. ’I\venty—
three days later, the students were § -
escorted into the school by troops
of the 1015t Airborne Division dis-

b
P

]
i
%
£
prevent the nine black students E
Ty

dentDwightD. Exsenhower .
The NAACP's meeting will mn- e_ j

clude today.
Relnmd artzcle or Page SA.

:uuy
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- . sown for tree
’.' at.Yale in ’57,l

BY scoTT u-wrrow 10 ,2‘:

Smbouc seeds-were-sown
- atCent:alFighSchoo! m‘}slﬂ\
-for_3_tree-that-grows at Yale
. CUniversity today. R
“~—80-Gov_ Bill Clinton told a
:eremony Friday honoring
black smdents, known as the
Little Rock Nine, who desegres
gated Central three decades
ago.

Clintog and his wife, Hil-
. lary, visited the Yale eampas
- at New Haven, Conn, last
: . - weekend ~ the couple frst
*-" met at the university - and a .
- student from Arkansags | -
" escorted.them, at Clinton's re-
gquest, to 3 cowrtyard at one of
Ya.lescollegm
: There, Clinton said, was a
‘tree, planted In memeary of
- Roosevelt Thompson, a 1880
. graduate of Central A plaque
" . pesrby says the tree will be for |
:children to stand underionee
olderueeshzvaﬁaﬂen -
“If it badn't been for you,”
‘Clmum told the nige, . “thar.
.plaquewouldn'tbethm ..
‘ Thompson made high marks
at Yale and wag gwarded a
. Rhodes Scholarship before he
. died Ip a 1884 car crashk He
f had worked .for. the Clintons .
}'aAnd Central's anditorium has
sinee been-named for Thomp-
:son. ‘who ferved as smdent
"body pregident , ° ..
) i . i ttb P 4
- - - Silings from .3 -reparter’s
- . notebook ‘after a threeday re~
union of the Little Rock Nine. -
"who hadn't been -together at
Lirtle Roek for 29 years: .
- o Clinton, 2 Rhodes Scbolar
.¢ . himself, said whea he traveled
.} 10 -Europe for | postgraduate
tgtudy 1. years ‘after Central .
7 was desegregnted,” he found -
- J‘;‘-thecnsxswasanthatnostot i
-7 bis new friepds. knew about -
} Arkansas. Berause'of the suc-.
: cess of publie edueation, Clin-
+ ton said, those images have
- been- partially dispelled. -
i e Clinton’s predecessor as .
" }; "Bovernor, .Orval: ‘-E  Faubus,” * -
' 53id this week-he was not n-
;. vited to the nine’s reunion, nor
I -did he care to comment.on .
v what be might have said to-.
.t them. Faubuos, governor from -
" ;4. 185567, ordered the- National
i Guard to keep the smdents .
+ “out. President Dwight Eisen-." . S e
""hower summoned the I0lst .
P I A:rbornebmsxontnesunnthc.-, . ’
el e :. bladsxntnCentmL .
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Return to Central brought cheers,
not jeers for the Little Rock Nine

TRIUMPHANT RETURN; The Litlle Rock Nige in front of
-| Central High Schooi 30 years later. Fronl row (from left):
A Thomas. Minnie J. Brown Trickey, Gloria Ray

A light rain was falling October
23,1987, when nine black. adults
slowly ascended the steps in front

“of Little Rock Central High

School. Thirty years before, they
"were students enduring threats
and ‘curses -as they. waiked into
‘the high schoal.

This most recent visit was full
of deep emotion, but the nine for-

T S

.entered. . the
~school this
time to the

The top

| stories

of 1987~

cheers -of the
current stuy-
dent body and
accolades from
notables, such -

. . as Governor Bill Clinton, Little -
. Rock Mayor Louie Shackelford

and national NAACP Executive
Director Benjamin Hooks.
““We could not have walked so

slow and lived, in 1957,” Mdba
Pattillo Beals, one of the “‘Little
Rock Nine,” said of the 1987 cn-
trance to the sghpol., “What we
feel this mommg is joyous that
we made u:. and sad t.hat we h:xd
to make it '

The ninc former students were

reunited for an NAACP national -

board mecting at Little Rock.
They returned to the school for a
.reception and a tour.

In Scptember 1967, they were
escorted into the school by com-

-bat-equipped federal paratroop-

ers sent in by President DwightD.
Eisenhower after then-Governor
.Orval E. Faubus defied federa]
descgregation orders.

Now, more than half of the
2,020 Central students arc black|
.and the high school is widely rec-!-
ognized for the quality of its aca-
demic programs.

—Stall Pholo b ell Mitchall

Karlmaik. Elizabeth Ann Ecklord and Theima Jean Mothershed
Weir. Back raw (from left): Dr. Terrence Roberts, Melba Pallilio
Beals, Carlotta Walls Lanier and Ernesl Green.

*We don’t come to open old
wounds, but rather to celebrate
and commemorate the great mo-
ment in history that changed the
course of this nation and changed
it for the betier,” Hooks said at 2
maving reccption reuniting -the

Little Rock Ninc in the school li-

brary. .-
Shackelford, Little Rock’s sec-

ond bJack mayor, tcarfully wel- '

comed the former students and

Daisy Bates, the black newspaper
publisher who counseled the nine
Q__\_/.,l

during the crisis.

“Mr. Clinton said the crisis in
1957 “cut our state in two and
threatened our very soul and
spirit.” Now, he said, the* shinin'g
success of public education in
these halls™ has hruu;,ht the state

and the school 2 new reputation.
<

- James Scudder
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Civil Rights

RalphlAbernathy

In 1960 she quit the SCLC and took a job with the Young

Women's Christian Association instead. When students
began leading sit-ins, she shifted her focus to the
development of the Student Non-Violent Coordinating
Committee. She acted as an unofficial advisor for the
- group, counseling them to set up their own student-run

organization rather than be subsumed under the SCLC
or the NAACP. She helped launch the Mississippi Free-

dom Democratic Party that challenged the all-white

Democratic delegation at the 1964 presidential conven-

tion. She also acted as staff consultant for the mterracnal

SCLC educational fund.

Baker returned to New York City in 1965, but kept
working with national and international civil rights
organizations. Among her other activities, she raised
money to send to the freedom fighters in Rhodesia and
South Africa. She remained an active organizer and
speaker as long as her health allowed. Baker’s belief in
the power of communal action and reliance on the -

‘whites only, Daisy Bates spent much of her energy asgan
adult successfully mtegratmg the schools of Little R0ck, .

Arkansas.

police officers, and the number of- racial 1nc1dents
lessened.

of the NAACP; after the 1954 court decision m"the"
Broumn v. Board of Education case, she became Vet
active In school ‘desegregation. She began taking blackf

refused to register the children, she would report: it :ﬁm
her paper.; In 1957, thes Superintendeiit of schobls’ In%
__Little Rock decided to try to integrate the schools, and ;
..chese-nine: students; now called the Little Rock Nme, 0.
; be the “first black children to attend Central I-hgh,
white school. Most white citizens of Little Rock object: ;

African American Almnacr%;
RERE:
Y

ence to offer. She continually strove to keep the move-~‘
ment pcople oriented, and she succeeded in helping t.heJ
SNCC remain a student group. Through her philosophy
‘and actions, she motivated hundreds to act, to help
themselves, and their neighbors as she had lea.med to d

as a child.

Daisy Lece Gatson Bates 1920-

N

Shortly after their marriage in 1941, Daisy and’ her“

husband Lucius Christopher Bates, a journalist, sta.:ted -
to publish anewspaper, the Arkansas State Press. They

made it a point in their paper to keep track and repoxt

incidents of police brutality and other rac1ally-motxvat,.
ed violence; their paper became known throughout the ,
state for its campaign to improve the social and ec%-
‘nomi¢ clrcumstances of African Americans. Beca
their work, the city of Little Rock began to hire b

S ‘

In 1962, Daisy Bates became the Arkansas presndent'.'."ﬁ

t ke

children to white schools to be registered. If the school 13

o

2
..H

- ed Bates organized the Little Rock Nine, accompamed 4

them to Central High, and stood with them against ! t.he
statc Lroopers that Governor Orval Faubus had sefit in to
prevvnl the integration. For days she escorted-the chlld-
ren Lo school, only to be turned away by an angry mob.
'On September 25, 1957, Daisy Bates entered Central
ngh in Little Rock with the nine ¢hildren; escorted- by
1000 paratroopers_President Dwight Eisenhower had” j

4\ -y
ot m..ur}»

workers rather than the leaders had an enormous im- 3 sent in; the first steps towards- integration were On were success: ;

pact. She worked for all of the major civil-rights organi-
zations at their time of greatest need. By the time the

SCLC and the SNCC were formed, she had almost-30-" proh
t.hell" rpurents to meetmgs w1th school 0fﬁc1als ¥

years of civil-rights and community organizing experi-

320

ful. Forthe rest of their years at Central High, Bates kept
qtra(, k of the students and acted as their advocate when'§

lems arose, frequently. accompanying- them- and.-
REE
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. SECTION: EDITORIAL; Pg. 7B

LENGTH: 798 words

HEADLINE: Flag flap settlement Fight was ill-advised
BYLINE: John Brummett

BODY:

Some historians say that an effort to commemorate an event or an era with a
museum should not be undertaken until a century has passed.

The point, frankly, would be to give everyone who lived through the event
time to die. (Their kids ought to be getting on as well.) That should serve to
weaken the innate defensiveness about reliving unpleasant history, not to
mention the resentment-based arguments about what actually happened.

But there's another school of thought, more progressive if more perilous and
painful. It is that sometimes it's important to confront recent history to move
beyond it.

So it is that we will not wait any hundred years to open a visitors center
and museum in the old service station across from Little Rock Central High
School. We will commemorate in the mid-lifetimes of most of the participants
this epic event that qualified as a vanguard American incident in official white
resistance to court-ordered racial desegregation of the schools.

We're only waiting.until September, which will be the 40th anniversary of
this internationally recognized affair from which Little Rock still reels.

On this occasion, Little Rockians will be called on to come to terms with
what happened and to reconcile with each other as a weeklong series of
activities is held. A combination of city, state and private money has advanced
the project to imminent completion.

As for the planning: So far, so good, I am happy to report.

The biggest flap among museum organizers has been whether to display a
Confederate flag next to 0ld Glory in an opening display tracing the struggle
for civil rights, and it's been settled quietly.

Two local black state legislators, Bill Walker and Irma Brown, objected. The
Dixie flag sends all kinds of negative symbols to blacks, they said. They
asked: Why burden the museum with a potential for racial battle reminiscent of
what we've seen in Georgia and South Carolina?

Historical purists said that Walker and Brown had reacted precisely as people
are supposed to react to honest and vivid portrayals in history museums -- by
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showing that the display had served its purpose, which was to evoke emotion.

Both sides had a point. The historians had a stronger point generally. But
in the specific case, a fight was ill-advised, especially when the Civil War is
not the essence of the museum. And that was precisely the resolution. No Dixie
flag. '

Beyond that, official points of dispute have been of this variety: Why
display a quote from Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. when, in fact, he had no role in
Central High or the events leading to it? Why not a quote from Thurgood Marshall
or Daisy Bates? Good point, and it properly prevailed.

That is not to say that a seemingly inevitable undercurrent -- local
resentment by whites of the portrayal of themselves and their forebears as
demons and thugs -- hasn't been evident. It's there. But it's been quiet, well
under control, and we can hope it will remain so.

If there are those who think the museum will merely display a Tiger football
helmet and jersey and a couple of 'S0s-vintage yearbooks, let them continue to
think so.

Then there is the missive that Rett Tucker, chief organizer of the visitor
center and commemoration, keeps close lest his blood need to be set boiling. It
is a returned fund-raising solicitation in which the recipient, remaining
anonymous, returned it by marking that he would make no contribution, adding in
red ink: "(This) is a disgraceful waste of taxpayer money. We ought to forget
all about 1957 and how federal intervention destroyed a fine institution."

Central High today is a fine high school, especially for bright, fast-track
students. It regularly leads the state, and competes on a national scale, in the
number of national merit scholars it produces.

We have a calendar events for Sept. 20-27 offering these highlights:

- The actual museum opening at 10 a.m. Saturday, Sept. 20, with an open house
at Central beginning at 11 a.m.

- A weeklong exhibit at the state Capitol honoring Dunbar High School, the
former black high schocl.

- A 70th birthday party for the school at 1 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 27.

The main event, with the time to be determined, will be held Thursday, Sept.
25, the anniversary date of the entry into the school of the nine black students
under the protection of federal troops. President Clinton will attend. According
to one report, the Little Rock Nine will walk into Central High as Clinton and

Mike Huckabee -- a former governor and the current one -- hold open the door for
them.

That ought to be quite a moment.
John Brummett's column appears every Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday and Sunday.

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH
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The materials in the AP file were compiled by The Associated Press. These
materials may not be republished without the express written consent of The
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October 23, 1987, Friday, AM cycle
SECTION: Domestic News
LENGTH: 746 words

HEADLINE: 30 Years After Central ﬁigh Crisis, Little Rock Nine Return °

BYLINE: By SCOTT CHARTON, Associated Press Writer
DATELINE: LITTLE ROCK, Ark.

BODY :

Three decades after soldiers turned them away from all-white Central High
School, the Little Rock Nine returned in honor to the now-mostly black school
Friday and remembered their shared battles. '

"For us, the bottom line was, every single morning of our lives, for nine
months, we got up, we polished our saddle shoes, and we went to war," Melba
Pattillo Beals of San Francisco told a ceremony in Central's library honoring
her and eight other students who spearheaded the school's integration.

"That did not feel good. It did not feel good then, and it does not feel good
to think back to it now," Ms. Beals said as Gov. Bill Clinton and Benjamin
Hooks, executive director of the National Association for the Advancement of
Colored People, looked on.

The nine blacks were all good students ranging in age from 15 to 17 when they
were selected by the NAACP in 1957 to integrate Central following the U.S.
Supreme Court's famed 1954 decision, Brown vs. Board of Education, which found
segregation of the nation's schools to be unconstitutional.

Then-Gov. Orval E. Faubus told the National Guard to keep the black students
out. President Dwight D. Eisenhower then ordered the 101st Airborne Division to
Little Rock to escort them into class, the first time federal troops had been
used to enforce desegregation.

Ms. Beals, now a talk-show hostess in San Francisco, said she linked arms
with Gloria Ray Karlmark as they walked up Central's wide front steps Friday and
remembered autumn mornings 30 years before.

"We walked very slow. We could not have walked that slow and lived in 1957,"
Ms. Beals said, recalling jeering white mobs outside the school.

The tour stopped at Central's auditorium, which Ms. Beals referred to as "the
battleground" because guards were not permitted inside during assemblies.

"One day, a guy threw a knife past my head in the auditorium. A teacher told
me not to report insignificant incidents," Ms. Beals said.
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At a stairwell, Ms. Beals pointed to an exit door and said, "This is how we
got out every day" when their ride would arrive. "People would just shower stuff
on us in the stairwell. This was the most hazardous pathway."

Minniejean Brown Trickey, now a writer who lives in Canada, recalled how in
her frustration she once dumped a bowl of chili on a white student. She was
later expelled from the school.

"I felt terribly, terribly guilty. I felt that I had let down my friends
they were all my best friends and I felt that I'd let down the whole civil
rights movement, " she said.

The others who attended were Elizabeth Ann Eckford, now a social worker in
Little Rock; Jefferson A. Thomas, who works for the Defense Department in Los
Angeles; Thelma Jean Mothershed Wair, a home economics teacher in Belleville,
I11.; Terrence Roberts, a college dean in Pasadena, Calif; and Carlotta Walls
Lanier, a real estate broker in Engelwood, Colo. Ms. Karlmark is editor of a
computer magazine in The Netherlands.

"It's a good feeling," said Ernest Green, a senior vice president of Shearson
Lehman Brothers Inc. in Washington, as the nine posed for photographers on the
school's steps.

The nine were hailed by Derrick Noble, president of Central's student
government. Noble, 17, who is black, said, "I simply want to thank you for all
you've done for me as a black student. You've shown us true courage."

"Thirty years ago, the NAACP was involved in a life-and-death struggle.
Either we won there, or the whole struggle would have been lost," Hooks said
Thursday night at reception at the governor's mansion. :

Faubus, 77, said Thursday that he had not been invited to the reunion
activities. Asked if he would like to explain his actions during the crisis to
the nine, Faubus said, "I wouldn't mind if I had the occasion to."

Faubus, who now lives near Conway, said that under the same conditions he
would make the same decisions today.

The Little  Rock-School District, which_has-become predominantly black due to -
whites moving to the suburbs, is still in federal court over desegregation. Some
of the district's schools are move than 75 percent black, which a federal judge
said is unacceptable. T

The federal court has appointed a special master to assist in revamping the
district's latest desegregation plan.

"We're sorry we haven't integrated the schools, but the NAACP is not known as
a long-distance runner for no reason. We're known as a long-distance runner
because with stay with the struggle," Hooks said.

GRAPHIC: LaserColor LRS

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH



. PAGE 4
30TH STORY of Focus printed in FULL format.

Copyright 1993 U.P.I.
January 5, 1993, Tuesday, BC cycle
SECTION: Domestic News
LENGTH: 467 words
HEADLINE: Clinton attends premier of film about aide, desegregation pioneer
BYLINE: BY STEPHEN BUEL
DATELINE: LITTLE ROCK, Ark.

BODY:

President-elect Bill Clinton visited Little Rock's historic Central High
School for the premiere of a film about a friend and campaign aide who was one
of the nine black children who defied Gov. Orval Faubus and desegregated the
school in 1957.

Clinton joined friend and supporter Ernest Green, 51, at Central High for a
special screening of ''The Ernest Green Story,'' a made-for- television film
scheduled to air on the Disney Channel.

Green was accompanied by his wife Phyllis and their daughter McKenzie at the
school that federal troops once guarded so that Green might have a chance to
become its first black graduate.

Inside the school's auditorium, after a reception attended by the film's
makers and actors and an assemblage of civil rights notables, including Benjamin
Hooks of the NAACP, Clinton praised Green as the epitome of what is meant by the
American Dream. .

Clinton said the nation has come a long way in the 35 years since Faubus
called out the Arkansas National Guard in an effort to keep the Little Rock
Nine, as the students were known, from desegregating Central High.

President Dwight Eisenhower eventually sent the Army to Little Rock to
thwart the will of Faubus and help enroll the students.

Clinton said that what was once a symbol of fhé—QEfi'QaféE—iﬁ-Kﬁéiiééfﬁas\
become with time a symbol of the best that wé ¢an become.

'1'I know Ernest Green as a friend,'' Clinton said in a-brief address-to-
several hundred people who had gathered for the opening, '‘'and sometimes I -
forget that he is a person of historic importance.''’

Green said his story is the story of basic human values, such as the idea
that each American child deserves the possibility to do better than the
generation before him.

"'"In my lifetime I have known two governors of Arkansas, ''.said Green:’
' 10rval- Faubus, who sent the Arkansas National Guard to keep me and my fellow
African-American students out of Central High School; and Bill—Clinton, a
lohgtime friend, who sought out my support and counsel during his bid for the
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presidency of the United States.''

Now a managing director with the New York investment banking firm of Lehman
Brothers, Green announced that he and his wife will present a $10,000 donation
to the NAACP, which was instrumental in defending the legal rights of the Little
Rock Nine.

Green, who served in the Carter administration as assistant secretary of
labor for employment and training, acted as an economic advisor to Clinton
during the recent campaign and also helped him prepare to debate President Bush.

The film, which will make its nationwide debut on ''The Magical World of
Disney'' on Sunday, Jan. 17, at 7 p.m. EST, stars Morris Chestnut and Ossie
Davis. It was filmed entirely on location in Little Rock.

'

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH
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“retufh to Central High :

HEADLINE: 'Little Rock Nine™"

——— -

BYLINE: By JAMES MERRIWEATHER
DATELINE: LITTLE ROCK, Ark.

BODY:

The nine black students who bucked overwhelming odds to desegregate Little
Rock Central High School in 1957 returned to the school as a group Friday with
joy and sadness.

''We are joyous that we made it, sad that we had to make it,'' said Melba
Patillo Beals, 44, now a journalist at San Francisco.

The ''Little Rock Nine'' returned to Central as guests of the board of
directors of the NAACP, which chose to held its national meeting at Little Rock
to mark the 30th anniversary of the desegregation crisis at Central. Daisy
Bates, an NAACP leader who served as counselor to the students, also was
honored.

''"We did not come to open old wounds,'' Benjamin Hooks, the NAACP executive
director, told about 200 people gathered in the Central High library for a news
conference. ''But rather we come to celebrate and commemorate an event that
changed the course of the nation and made it better.''

Gov —Bill-Clinton §4did he was ''honored beyond words'' to play host for the
tribute to the students, who entered the school only after President Dwight' D.
Eisenhower dispatched federal troops to escort them past an angry mob and into
the halls of Central.

Clinton, who hosted the Nine at the governor's mansion on Wednesday, said he
was 11 years old when the crisis commanded worldwide attention.

““Much to my chagrin, it became the only thing most people knew about ﬁf
beloved state,'' he said. ''But with the passage of time and the emergence of-
other issues, other leaders and other problems ... thank God it's no longer the
only thing they know.'! Co : '

(Blacks now account for 57“bércent of the 2,020 students enrolled at the

school. - T

Gov. Orval E. Faubus in 1957 shocked the world by ringing Central with
National Guard troops to keep the students out in defiance of a federal court
order and prompted a constitutional confrontation that Eisenhower eventually won
with the federal troops.
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One of the students, Terrence Roberts, 44, of Pasadena, Calif., injected a
note of bitterness. He characterized as ''miniscule, fractional'' the progress
of black people since 1957.

''Often people will leok at us and say, 'All you guys succeeded, you've done
very well,''' Roberts said. ''I laugh at that. Think what we could have done.

''As a black person living in this country, I find that I have very little
time for celebration. There's simply too much to do in terms of righting the
wrongs that continue.'’

Beals said the students moved slowly Friday as they walked into the school,
but added they ''could not have moved that slowly and lived in 1957.'!

''"The bottom line for us is that every single morning of our lives for nine
months we got up, put on our saddle shoes and went to war,'' she said.

''And hear me, that did not feel good. It didn't feel good then and it
doesn't feel good to look back on it now. But after we walked up the stairs this
morning, we felt like it was just another step toward the prize -- equality for
everybody, no matter what your color.''

Ernest Green, 45, the first black Central graduate who now is an investment
banker at Washington, said members of the group are often asked if they would
subject their children to a similar situation.

Green, who served as an assistant Labor secretary during the Carter
administration, didn't answer the question directly. He did say, however, that
the group would respond ''with a resounding single voice that we did not regret
any moment we spent pursuing what we think is not only our dream but the
American dream.''

'"Your support makes us all feel that what we did was worth it.'!

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH
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You may have heard the phrase "year of reconciliation." Little Rock civic
leaders have uttered it and Gov. Mike Huckabee made it one of the points of his
long-ago opening address to the Legislature.

It refers to this being the 40th anniversary of the desegregation standoff at
Little Rock Central High School, one of the epic events in American civil rights
history, and to special efforts to remember the event on the occasion of the
anniversary and to memorialize it for posterity.

In those regards I wish to report on a local campaign as well as a
conveniently coincidental National Public Radio series to be unveiled this
morning on KUAR-FM, 89.1, the NPR station in Little Rock.

First, the local campaign: A group of city leaders led by Rett Tucker, the
immediate past president of the Greater Little Rock Chamber of Commerce whose
late father, Everett Tucker, was a leading moderate on the integration issue in
1957, held a reception Saturday evening at the River Market. The purpose was to
raise money to open a visitors center and museum in the old service station
across the street from Central High.

Elizabeth Eckford, one of the Little Rock Nine and the student engulfed by an
angry crowd as she walked toward Central that fateful morning in September 1997,
attended. In a symbolic show of bipartisanship that seemed almost odd, all four
of the state's delegates to the U.S. House of Representatives, two Democrats and
two Republicans, attended as honorary hosts. Rep. Vic Snyder got together the
group including fellow Democrat Marion Berry and Republicans Asa Hutchinson and
Jay Dickey.

Long-range goals are to restore and memorialize the school itself as a
national park, national monument or national historic site. The immediate goal
is to assure that the visitors center will be ready for formal opening on
September 25, the date of the federal troops' protecting the entry of the nine
black students in 1957.

Plans, or hopes, are to reassemble all nine students for a ceremony in which
they would walk into Central as the current governor, Huckabee, and a former
governor, President Bill Clinton, hold open the door for them. Huckabee, as you
can imagine, champs at the bit to participate in such symbolism. Clinton, who
surely champs as well, cannot be confirmed for attendance because his schedule
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is not set so far in advance.

Meantime, the aforementioned radio series -- "Will the Circle Be Unbroken?"
-- begins at 9 a.m. today on KUAR and later this spring on NPR affiliates in
Jonesboro and Fayetteville.

Prcduced by the Southern Regional Council, an Atlanta-based civil rights
group, the 26-part, 13-hour series, an oral history taking advantage of the
Southern tradition of story-telling, presents new interviews and rare archival
radio tape to explore great moments in the civil rights movement from 1940-70 in
five Southern capitals: Little Rock, Jackson, Montgomery, Atlanta and Columbia.

Naturally, the Little Rock segment centers on the '57 crisis at Central High
School, but is not exclusively about that international incident. In an
especially poignant segment, Ozell Sutton tells of growing up in the 1940s and
1950s as a plantation laborer near Gould in Southeast Arkansas and how his
widowed mother argued about the size of her indebtedness to a white man who in
the late 1960s came to the office of then-Gov. Winthrop Rockefeller seeking a
favor and was referred to a leading governor's aide -- Ozell Sutton.

Early reviews of the series have been laudatory. The chief criticism has been
the paucity of interviews with segregationists, many of whom refused to be
interviewed either because of distrust of the production or the'unpopularity of
their views.

KUAR will present the program on successive Tuesdays in 13 one-hour parts
beginning at 9 a.m. each Tuesday, airing two half-hour segments at a time.
Beginning May 5, it will begin airing the program in similar sequence at 9 p.m.
on Mondays for listeners not able to hear the program on Tuesday mornings.

Daisy Bates, a hero of Little Rock, will be quoted in the opening half-hour
segment, but the detailed emphasis on Little Rock will not begin until the
fourth installment on KUAR.

The series, which will be highlighted by the popular music of the era, will
include interviews with 50 Arkansans or former Arkansans, among them Jim
Johnson, Harry Ashmore, Brownie Ledbetter, Wiley Branton Sr., John Walker, Bill
Becker, Henry Woods, George Howard, Brooks Hays, Elizabeth Huckaby and three of
the original nine black students -- Eckford, Ernest Green and Melba Patillo
Beal.

John Brummett's column appears every Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday and Sunday.
LANGUAGE: ENGLISH

LOAD-DATE: April 25, 1997
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HEADLINE: Central High still a symbcl for many

-

BYLINE: THE WASHINGTON TIMES
DATELINE: LITTLE ROCK, ARK.

BODY:
LITTLE ROCK, Ark. - The event that haunts Little Rock, 37 years after the
fact, is what is locally called "the trouble at Central High."

The "trouble" was desegregation enforced by the U.S. Army, after the U.S.
cPurts ordered the Little Rock Board of Education to admit nine black children -

)
EE? "Little Rock Nine" - to Central High School.

( A famous tabloid headline of the day said it all: "Arkansas at War With
E;F." Many Arkansans displayed the headline as a source of state pride.
Y President Eisenhower dispatched two battalions of the 101st Airborne
Eifision from Fort Campbell, Ky., to Little Rock to enforce the federal order.
)
The order was enforced, but it set off a decade of tension, anger,
occasional minor violence and resentment that is not fully dissolved even today.

The opposition to President Clinton in Arkansas in general, and Little Rock
in particular, is concentrated in the white working class, which insists still
that they were, in the words of one of the graying children of that day, "thrown
to the wolves by the so-called downtown establishment" that is the source of Mr.
Clinton's strength.

What angered the working classes was that the elites had built a second high
sqhool in Little Rock, Hall High, in the affluent neighborhoods and designated
Fehtral to be desegregated.

Central High - still called Little Rock High School by older residents - had
lofig been a source of community pride. 1Its graduating classes, often running to
700 or more, annually won hundreds of thousands of dollars worth of
scholarships, its bands and gleé clubs won regional and national awards, and its
football teams played schools throughout the South and often finished the season
undefeated. One of the most popular tourist postcards in the first decades
?fFer the school was opened in 1927 was a view of the school under the legend
{Epe South's Most Beautiful High School.™"

As opposition to desegregation mounted in Little Rock in the summer of 1957,
school officials offered transfers to the new high school to the children of the
prominent protesting white parents. The offers were declined, and the battle
was joined. The city voted, by a margin of 3-to-1, to close both white and
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black high schools for the 1958-59 school year to avoid the court order.

On the eve of the opening of schools in September 1959, explosions ripped
through several offices, including those of the board of education, the fire
chief who had ordered fire hoses turned on white protesters and prominent
downtown lawyers who had worked to encourage the community to comply with the
federal orders.

Blacks were not targeted; white anger was directed at the white
establishment. Several white businessmen were tried and convicted for the
bombings, fueling new white anger. Several months later, a black man was
convicted on charges that he had conspired to bomb the home of one of the
Little Rock Nine to inflame black public opinion and implicated the child's
father.

Many white residents scoffed that the white establishment had set up the
black man's arrest to ameliorate white anger aroused by the first trial. The
Arkansas Supreme Court reversed the conviction. The opinion was written by
Justice Jim Johnson, a fiercely partisan segregationist popular among the white
working-class parents. Now retired, he is a sharp critic of Mr. Clinton.

Today, most white parents have deserted the public schools; the whites still
in the public schools are mostly from the working-class neighborhoods. The race
issue no longer haunts the state's politics, though racial tension is evident
here as in many other cities.

The elites have organized their own schools in the Heights, and some of the
cpgntry clubs have black members. The Country Club of Little Rock, where the
Clintons held an honorary membership, took in its first black member during the
1992 campaign. It was locally noted that President Clinton promptly gave him a
job that took him out of town.

"Just when we've lived down Central High," says a Little Rock businessman,
rBill Clinton and his friends downtown are bringing greater disgrace on the
state."

.
GRAPHIC: Photo, Army paratroopers guard members of the Little Rock Nine leaving
Central High School in September 1957.

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH

LOAD-DATE: March 11, 1994
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In less than three months, President Clinton and Gov. Mike Huckabee hope to
hold open Central High's doors for members of the Little Rock Nine, the students
who desegregated the school 40 years ago.

School officials are joining with city business and elected leaders to spruce
up the building last year designated one of the country's 11 Most Endangered
Historic Places by the National Trust for Historic Preservation.

They will have to make do on a budget far less than the $ 6 million quoted by
a San Antonio consultant hired in 1995.

Officials say the cash-strapped district cannot afford major repairs, but
visitors will see new landscaping on the front lawn and fresh paint inside.

"Major repairs and renovations are needed, but we don't have funding for
that, " said Suellen Vann, district spokesman. "The board has not approved any
plans to make any major repairs.".

Vann said the district is matching a $ 10,000 grant by ServiceMaster, a
janitorial service, to enhance landscaping. Also, a private group, with
Huckabee's support and state funding, is scurrying to turn the old gas station
across the street from the school into a visitors' center and museum.

The city is providing crews to repair sidewalks and clean up curbside trash
and a commission to coordinate anniversary events.

Little Rock City Director Joan Adcock, a former Central High student, is
soliciting donors to adopt one or more of the 42 houses facing the school to
spiff up the tattered, weather-worn facades.

The five-story, neo-Gothic, revival-style school was completed in 1927 at a
cost of $ 1.5 million. That year it was cited by the National Association of
Architects as America's most beautiful high school.

John Riggs, Little Rock School Board president, said crews will work inside
the school all summer, but the improvements will be cosmetic, including painting
or repairing light fixtures.
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"We're also looking at painting or sandblasting [Quigley Stadium]," Riggs
said.

The San Antonio consultant ranked the building's condition as worst among the
district's five high schools. 3DInternational said problems include poor
maintenance, especially in the mechanical system; inadequate restrooms;
classroom sizes rated poor to fair; and outdated science facilities.

Overall, 3DInternational recommended $ 80 million in repairs and improvements
districtwide, Vann said.

"We've got 50 schools. We don't have a $ 6 million problem; we have an $ 80
million problem," she said.

Riggs said there likely are but two ways the landmark will receive the needed
repairs -- with grants or local taxes.

"The only logical avenue is a bond issue," Riggs said. "Probably in the next
year or two, the beoard will refer a bond issue to the voters and specify what
repairs are needed."

Little Rock Mayor Jim Dailey proposed in early 1996 that Central High be
named a state park. Huckabee in February said he hoped the site could become a
national park and receive federal funding.

While Central waits, the Central High Visitor Center and museum across the
street takes shape.

"It's under construction, on schedule and will open Saturday, Sept. 20," said
Rett Tucker, president of Central High Museum Inc. :

Throughout opening week, the center will host signing ceremonies featuring
civil rights leader Daisy Bates; photographer Wil Counts; Roy Reed, biographer
of former Gov. Orval Faubus; and Ernest Green and Melba Patillo Beals, two of
the original black students who integrated Central. The center and museum will
be open 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Mondays through Saturdays, 1 to 4 p.m. Sundays.

The long-vacant Mobil gas station on the southeast corner of 14th and Park
will double in size with a new 2,000-square-foot addition. Half will house a
permanent exhibit space and a gift shop, the other half administration offices
and public restrooms, Tucker said.

The project is more than 50 percent complete.

"The carpet is not down, the walls are not painted and the plumbing is not in
yet, but once everything is done and the dust stops flying, we'll put the
exhibits in place," Tucker said.

"There will be more historical documents than anything else," he said.
"We're not collecting 1927 football helmets right now."

Displays will feature old photos, letters and newspaper articles. Exhibits,
created by Quatrefoil Associates Inc. of Silver Spring, Md., will include a
chronology of the school's history leading up to the crisis with emphasis on the
1957-58 and 1958-59 school years. The final portion of the exhibit will focus
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on 1960 to present.

Two videos, one showing period footage of newspaper coverage during 1957 and
1958, the other including interviews with people involved in the event, will be
shown. Images of newspaper front pages will appear on a large screen "so you can
see the headlines and gain an impression on the news coverage involved," Tucker
said.

Background music will be by Elvis Presley, the Platters and Buddy Holly.

Tucker said the museum's interior won't feel like a gas station, but he
thinks people driving by will try to pull in for gas.

"From the outside it will look like a brand new gas station from 1957."

Mobil 0Oil Co. and its archives department are providing replica period gas
pumps and a red Pegasus Mobil sign.

The project is being funded with individual, private and corporate donations
totaling $ 750,000. In the spring legislative session, the state contributed $
75,000.

The city plans to spend about $ 30,000 on curb and sidewalk repair.

No city money may be spent on the private property surrounding the high
school, so Adcock began the adopt-a-house program. She believes businesses and
residents working together will strengthen race relations.

"We can't just have a picture-taking at Central High and not have a change of
heart," Adcock said. "We need to really believe we've really changed in the last
40 years."

Dailey hopes the next two months will serve as a springboard for the
long-term revitalization of the neighborhood surrounding the school, and as an
example of what can be done in other neighborhoods.

Tucker agreed, saying, "We don't want to fix Central up for a couple of days
and then forget about it for another 10 years until the next anniversary."

GRAPHIC: Photos by CHRIS JOHNSON, Arkansas Democrat-Gazette

Little Rock School District employee Walter Hyde washes the walls at Central
High, where city and school officials are preparing for the 40th anniversary of
the schools historic desegregation in September. The school district said it
cannot afford to make any major repairs to the building.

Clement Onisha removes old tiles from the roof of the old service station
that will be the Central High School Visitors Center in Little Rock. The

building is across the street from the school.

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH
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Withdrawal/Redaction Marker |
Clinton Library

DOCUMENT NO. SUBJECT/TITLE DATE RESTRICTION
AND TYPE
001. email To James T. Edmonds re: Draft CBC remarks (partial, handwritten nd P6/b(6)

note) (1 page)

COLLECTION:
Clinton Presidential Records
Speechwriting
Terry Edmonds
OA/Box Number: 10990

FOLDER TITLE:
Central High [2]

2006-0462-F
ry689
RESTRICTION CODES
Presidential Records Act - [44 U.S.C. 2204(a)| Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)]
P1 National Security Classified Information {(a)(1) of the PRA] b(1) National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA|
P2 Relating to the appointment to Federal office [(a)(2) of the PRA] b(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of
P3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(a)(3) of the PRA| an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA|
P4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or b(3) Release would violate a Federal statute {(b)(3) of the FOIA]
financial information |(a)(4) of the PRA] b(4) Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial
P5 Release would disclose confidential advice between the President information [(b)(4) of the FOIA]
and his advisors, or between such advisors [a)(5) of the PRA] b(6) Release would constitute a clearly unwarraated invasion of
1’6 Retease would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA| :
personal privacy [(a)(6) of the PRA] b(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement
purposes |[(b)(7) of the FOIA|
C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed b(8) Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of
of gift. financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA|
PRM. Personal record misfile defined in accordance with 44 U.S.C. b(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical information
2201(3). concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA]

RR. Document will be reviewed upon request.
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To:  James T. EdmondsWHO/EOP whe /97 cf fo Lp 7

cc:
Subject: Re: Draft CBC remarks - please review and comment ASAP. | also sent this to Minyon. @]

Good speech Terry. You may want to also say that we will remain vigilant to insure that low
income and minority students are not relegated to a tracking system that keeps them in the least
important classes with no meaning. Also, you should say let the party begin when you close.. |

like the way you remind the audience of what has happened under this President to benefit our
people. You could also stick in the First White House conference on Africa.
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DOCUMENT NO. SUBJECT/TITLE

AND TYPE

DATE RESTRICTION

002. note Handwritten note (partial) (1 page)

nd P6/b(6)

COLLECTION;
Clinton Presidential Records
Speechwriting
Terry Edmonds
OA/Box Number: 10990

FOLDER TITLE:
Central High [2]

2006-0462-F
ry689

RESTRICTION CODES

Presidential Records Act - [44 U.S.C. 2204(a)]

P1 National Security Classified Information f(a)(1) of the PRA|

P2 Relating to the appointment to Federal office |(a)(2) of the PRA]

P3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(a)(3) of the PRA|

P4 Retease would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or
tinancial information [(a)(4) of the PRA|

P5 Release would disclose confidential advice between the President
and his advisors, or between such advisors [a)(5) of the PRA}

P6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of
personal privacy [(2)(6) of the PRA|

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed
“of gift.
PRM. Personal record mistile defined in accordance with 44 U.S.C.
2201(3).
RR. Document will be reviewed upon request.

Freedom of Information Act - (5 U.S.C. 552(b))

b(1) National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA]
b(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of
an agency |(b)(2) of the FOIA]
b(3) Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA]
b(4) Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial
information [(b)(4) of the FOIA]
b(6) Releasce would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of
personal privacy {(b)(6) of the FOIA|
b(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement
purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA]
b(8) Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of
financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA]
b(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical information
_concerning wells |(b)(9) of the FOIA|
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DRAFT 8/18/97
CENTRAL HIGH ARTICLE FOR CRISIS MAGAZINE (NAACP)

I was only 11 years old when the nation’s attention was riveted by the scene of nine black
children being escorted by armed troops on their first day of school at Little Rock’s Central High
School. The integration of Central High was a national drama for many, but it had a profound
personal impact on me.

I was concerned about the racial separation between blacks and whites that was taken for
granted by so many of my neighbors and friends. When I was a very young boy in Hope,
Arkansas, I spent time in my grandfather’s grocery store. Many of his customers were poor and
black, but he treated everyone, black or white, with the utmost dignity and respect. I often
played with black children (one of them wrote about it recently in a Toledo newspaper, more
than forty years later). My grandfather tried to explain to me why it was that a young black boy I
played with couldn’t go to school with me, or why the streets in the black neighborhood were not
paved like the streets in the white part of town. He and my grandmother didn’t like it.

When the Little Rock crisis developed, they favored integration of our schools and
couldn’t understand why most people were afraid to do what to them was clearly the right thing.
My grandparents were not well educated or well off and I don’t know how they came to break
from the conventional white opposition to racial equality, but I’'m so grateful to them for what
they taught me. Perhaps because of that, and my own experiences with black children, I felt
somehow personally connected to those nine brave boys and girls as they marched through a
mob right up to the front steps of Central High. Three years earlier, the U.S. Supreme Court had
handed down its landmark ruling in Brown v. The Board of Education, which stipulated that
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“separate educational facilities are inherently unequal.” The Court ordered the integration of
public schools -- but it would take more than a court ruling to change the insidious legacy of
slavery and Jim Crow. The persistence of racial animosity plagued the South for many years
after Brown and a massive resistance movement emerged among those opposed to integrated
schools. Arkansas became enmeshed in this conflict when the governor and other state officials
steadfastly resisted federally mandated integration.

During the autumn of 1957, tensions between segregationists and integrationists came to
a head in what became “The Crisis at Central High.” The local school board in Little Rock had
devised a plan to integrate Central High. Nine black students volunteered to break the color
barrier. These courageous students were my friend Ernest Green, Elizabeth Eckford, Terrence
Roberts, Gloria Ray Karlmark, Carlotta Walls Lalvier, Jefferson Thomas, Minnijean Brown
Trickey, Thelma Mothershed Wair and Melba Beals. In what has become an unforgettable
episode in our nation’s history, Governor Orval Farbus ordered the Arkansas National Guard to
prevent the nine black teenagers from entering the doors of Central High. In response, President
Dwight Eisenhower took control of the National Guard and also sent in over 1,000 paratroopers
to protect the students. This historic set of events in 1957 marked the first time school
integration efforts were enforced under the auspices of the federal government.

With the help of the NAACP, led by a remarkable woman named Daisy Bates, the Little
Rock Nine, as they were called, refused to accept the second-class education that segregation
afforded to black students. They took their seats at Central High.

Their first year at the school was marked by daily barrages of racial venom. But they

fought back, not with ugly words and hate, but with the dignity instilled in them by strong
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parents and strong faith. That is what got them through.

One of my proudest moments as Governor of Arkansas came on October 23, 1987, when
Ernie Green and the Little Rock Nine returned, 30 years later to Central High. Despite the
difficulties they experienced in Little Rock, they had gone on to successful professional careers.

The experience at Central High was a microcosm of the South, when freedom and
equality were undermined by the forces of division and hate. The integration of Central High
was a testament to the moral force of our values and our Constitution. Today, Central High is a
symbol of the new American commitment to academic excellence and racial equity. It has an
integrated student body, an integrated faculty and a reputation that any school, anywhere, would
be proud of. Still, we continue to grapple with the legacy of segregation even as we mark the
40th anniversary of the integration of Central High.

After a generation of progress forged in integrating our nation’s public schools, dramatic
reductions in the number of minority students both seeking and enrolling in higher educational
institutions in California and Texas raise a troubling question. Are we moving toward a
resegregation of public higher education on the theory that affirmative efforts to establish a
diverse student body are unfair to white students with good grades and test scores who don’t get
in? I believe the right kind of affirmative actton has strengthened higher education and promoted
equal opportunity, with little evidence that qualified white students cannot gain admission to
good schools. We have the finest higher education system in the world. There is room for
excellence and opportunity for all.

This September, [ am returning to Little Rock and Central High to help commemorate the
40th anniversary of the epic struggle of those nine black children who forever changed the face
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of a Little Rock school and the face of American education. Every American owes them a deep
debt of gratitude. They taught us a valuable lesson. Segregation not only deprived African
Americans of the right to attend public educational institutions in Arkansas, but it also deprived
white students of the opportunity to benefit from the diversity upon which our country has
thrived.

It is inconceivable that I could ever have become President of the United States had it not
been for the Brown v. Board of Education decision and voting rights decisions that affirmed the
right of African Americans to participate fully in the democratic process. The relationships that I
subsequently developed with African Americans in my state enabled me to become the Governor
of Arkansas, and ultimately the President of the United States. The political benefits that Brown
and other decisions have conferred upon me, however, pale‘by comparison to the moral benefits
that our democracy has accrued because of these momentous decisions. Our progress in
advancing the ideals of equal opportunity, fundamental fairness, and integration is the byproduct,
indeed, the legacy of Brown, Central High, and other milestones of the civil rights era.

As we prepare to enter a new century and a new millennium, we must redouble our
efforts to insure that the promise of equal opportunity is preserved. We would do well to heed
the words of one of the Little Rock Nine, Melba Pattillo Beals, who tells her story of those dark
days in her book, Warriors Don’t Cry. Melba writes, “If my Central High School experience
taught me one lesson, it is that we are not separate. The effort to separate ourselves whether by
race, creed, color, religion, or status is as costly to the separator as to those who would be
separated....The task that remains is to cope with our interdependence -- to see ourselves
reflected in every other human being and to respect and honor our differences.” It is my great
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hope that America will keep striving to live up to those words.
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Gorton, the Prime Minster, had cost him his job in the
reshuffled Government announced earlier this week.
At first Mr Erwin said he was dropped because of
a ‘political manoeuvre’. Later, when asked to explain
what this meant, he said: ‘It wiggles, it’s shapely,and
its name is Ainsley Gotto.’ ’ '

The Times 14 Nov. 1969

Howard Estabrook and Harry Behn

1 Excuse me while I'slip into something more
comfortable.
Hell’s Angels (1930 film), words spoken by Jean Harlow

--Gavin Ewart 1916~ .

2 Miss Twye was soaping her breasts in the bath
When she heard behind her a meaning laugh
And to her-amazement she discovered
A wicked man in the bathroom cupboard.

Poems and Songs (1939) ‘Miss Twye’

"William Norman Ewer 1885-1976

3 I gave my life for freedom—This I know:
For those who bade me fight had told me so.
Five Souls and Other Verses (1917) ‘Five Souls’

* 4 How odd
Of God
" To choose : '
The Jews.
In Week-End Book (1924) p. 117 (for the reply, see Cecil
Browne)

CIiftof: Fadiman 1904-

5 Provided it be well and truly made there is really for
the confirmed turophile no such thing as a bad cheese.
A cheese may disappoint. It may be dull, it may be
naive, it may be oversophisticated. Yet it remains
cheese, milk’s leap toward immortality.

Any Number Can Play (1957) p. 105

6 On November 17 ... I encountered the mama of dada
[Gertrude Stein] again (something called Portraits and
Prayers) and as usual withdrew worsted.

Party of One (1955) p. 90

Eleanor Farjeon 1881-1965

7 Morning has broken

Like the first moming,

Blackbird has spoken

Like the first bird.

Praise for the singing!

Praise for the morning!

Praise for them, springing

Fresh from the Lord!
Children’s Bells (1957) ‘A Morning Song (for the First Day of
Spring)’

8 King’s Cross!
What shall we do?
His Purple Robe
Is rent in two!

78

Out of his Crown
He’s torn the gems!
He’s thrown his Sceptre
Into the Thames! . .
The Court is shaking !
In its shoe— ’
King’s Cross!
What shall we do?
Leave him alone
For a minute or two.
Nyrsery Rhymes of London Town (1916) ‘King's Cross'

King Farouk of Egypt 1920-1965

9 The whole world is in revolt. Soon there will be only
five Kings left—the King of England, the King of
Spades, the King of Clubs, the King of Hearts and the
King of Diamonds.

Sald to Lord Boyd-Orr at a conference in Cairo, 1948, in
Lord Boyd-Orr As I Recall (1966) ch. 21

William Faulkner 1897-1962

10 The long summer.

The Hamlet (1940), title of bk. 3. Cf. Irving Ravetch and
Harriet Frank :

11 The writer’s only responsibility is to his art. He will be
completely ruthless if he is a good one. He has a dreum.
It anguishes him so much he must get rid of it. He has
no peace until then. Everything goes by the board:
honor, pride, decency, security, happiness, all, to gt
the book written. If a writer has to rob his mother, he
will not hesitate; the Ode on a Grecian Urn is worth any
number of old ladies.

In Paris Review Spring 1956, p. 30

12 He [the writer] must teach himself that the basest of all
things is to be afraid and, teaching himself that, forgtt
it forever, leaving no room in his workshop for
anything but the old verities and truths of the heart.
the old universal truths lacking which any story is
ephemeral and doomed—love and honor and pity and
pride and compassion and sacrifice. )

Nobel Prize'speech, 1950, in Les Prix Nobel en 1950 (1951
p.71 '

13 [ believe man will not merely endure, he will prevail.

He is immortal, not because he, alone among creatures.

has an inexhaustible voice but because he has a sotl,
a spirit capable of compassion and sacrifice and
endurance.
Nobel Prize speech, 1950, in Les Prix Nobel en 1950 (19511
p.-71

14 There is no such thing . . . as bad whiskey. Some
whiskeys just happen to be better than others. But
aman shouldn’t fool with booze until he’s fifty; then
he’s a damn fool if he doesn’t.

In James M. Webb and A. Wigfall Green William Faulkner of
Oxford (1965) p. 110

George Fearon 1901-1972

16 In my capacity as Press Representative for the English
Stage Company I'had read John Osborne’s play [Look
Back.in Anger]). When I met the author I ventured to
prophesy that his generation would praise his play

fENTON

'.'i“’

ne would, in general, dislilj
:ll;}lﬁoiﬂmgly that Sloane Square mi
abloody battleground. ‘If this happt
ou would become known as the
In fact, we decided then and there 1‘
was to be known as that. .
, Dally Telegraph 2 Oct. 1957

James Fenton 1949-

1 It is not what they built. It is what!
< down. 5
It 1s not the houses. It is the space
houses. - . . J
It Is not the streets that exist. Itis
longer exist.
German Requiem (1981) p. 1

Edna Ferber 1887-1968

2 Mother knows best. }
Title of story (1927) |

3 Beling an old maid is like death by d

delightful sensation after you cease
In R. E. Drennan Wit’s End (1973)

Kathleen Ferrier 1912-19 S_i

4 BEnid and I visited her ]ust.beforc th
by her with smiling affection. She
gently sent us away by murmurin
eine kleine Pause.’ Those were th

heard her utter.
Gerald Moore Am I Too Loud? (1962)

_Eric Field

6 Towards the end of July 1914, 1.
call from Colonel Strachey, the A.
He swore me to secrecy; told me !
imminent and that the moment it
have to start advertising at once.
Tworked out a draft schedule and
advertisement headed ‘Your King
you' with the inevitable Coat of -

Advertising (1959) ch. 2

Dorothy . Fields 1905-197-

8 The minute you walked in the jc
1 could see you were a man of di
A real big spender.

Good looking, so refined,

Say, wouldn’t you like to know
mind? .

So let me get right to the point.

I don’t pop my cork for every gt

Hey! big spender, spend a little t
Blg Spender (1966 song; music by

7 A fine romance with no kisses.
A fine romance, my friend, this |
We should be like a couple of h?
But you’re as cold as yesterday’s
A Fine Romance (1936 song; musi
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23 We grant no dukedoms to the few,

We hold like rights and shall;
Equal on Sunday in the pew,

On Monday in the mall.
For what avail the plough or sail,
Or land, or life, if freedom fail? .

RarLrH WaLpbo EMEerson, “Boston,” May-Day
and Other Pieces, 1867.

»3 Systems political or religious or racial or na-
tional—will not just respect us because we practice
freedom, they will fear us because we do.

WiLLIaM FAULKNER in Harper'’s Magazme,
June, 1956.

:+ We cannot choose freedom established on a hi-
crarchy of degrees of freedom, on a caste system of
quality like military rank. We must be free not

hecause we claim freedom, but because we practice

.
Ibid.

22 Economic arrangements play a dual role in the
promotion of a free society. On the one hand, free-
Jom in economic arrangements is itself a compo-
nent of freedom broadly understood, so economic
freedom is an end in itself. In the second place,
ceonomic freedom is also an indispensable means
toward the achievement of political freedom.

MiLTon FriepMman, Capitalism and Freedom,
1962.

2 I'reedom is a tenable objective only for responsi-
bhle individuals.

Mirton FriEDMAN AND Rose FriEDMAN, Free
1o Choose, 1979.

' society that puts equality . . . ahead of free-

dom will end up with neither equality nor free-

Jom,

Ihid.
* Before every free conscience in America is sub-
roenaed, please speak up!

Juny GarvLanb, ¢.1947, quoted in Anne
Fdwards, Judy Garland, 1975.

* Thold a jail more roomy in the expression of my
slument and convictions than would be the whole

95. FREEDOM

world if I were to submit to repression and be
denied the right to express myself.

SAMUEL GompPeRs, Seventy Years of Life and
Labor, 1925.

30 The freedom of speech and the freedom of the
press ‘have not been granted to the people in order
that they may say the things which please, and
which are based upon accepted thought, but the
right to say the things which displease, the right to

" say the things which may convey the new and yet

unexpected thoughts, the right to say things, even °
though they do_a wrong. .
SamueL GompERrs, reply before being sentenced -
for contempt of court in the Bucks Stove case,
1908, from Seventy Years of Life and Labor,
1925.

31 There have existed, in every age and every coun-
try, two distinct orders of men«—the lovers of free-
dom and the devoted advocates of power.

RoBERT Young HAYNE, in a speech in the U.S.
Senate, January 21, 1830.

32 The most stringent protection of free speech
would not protect a man in falsely shouting fire in
a theater and causing a panic.

Ouiver WeNDELL HoLMES, JR., in a Supremie
Court opinion, Schenck v. United States, 1919.

33 When a nation is at war many things that might
be said in time of peace are such a hindrance to its
effort that their utterance will not be endured so
long as men fight and no court could regard them
as protected by any consitutional right.

Ibid.

34 If there is any principle of the Constitution that
more imperatively calls for attachment than any
other it is the principle of free thought—not free
thought for those who agree with us but freedom
for the thought that we hate.
OvLiver WENDELL HoOLMES, JR., in a Supreme
Court opinion, United States v. Schwimmer,

1928.
35 Free speech does not live many hours after free
industry and free commerce die.

HEeRrBERT HOOVBR, in a speech in New York
City, October 22, 1928.
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Lucius Fairchild (1831-1896): Governor of Wisconsin and
commander of the Grand Army of the Republic -
" May God palsy the hand that wrote that order. May God 'palsy

" the brain that conceived it, and may God palsy the tongue that dic-

tated it.
(Upon hearing that ‘President Cleveland had ordered captured Con-
* federate battle flags returned to southern states, 1887)
Jerry Falwell (1933-  ): Fundamentalist preacher and

political organizer
They should be registered and we'll stamp it on thelr foreheads.
(On Communists, interview, Penthouse magazine, F ebruary 1981)

James A. Farley (1888-1976): Democratic Party holitician,
postmaster-general under Franklin D. Roosevelt
As Maine goes, so goes Vermont.

(Quiip to reporters when Maine voted Republican in 1936; Franklin D.
Roosevelt carried every state except Maine and Vermont.)

David Farragut (1801-1870): Naval commander
Damn the torpedoes! Captain Drayton, go ahead!
(Battle of Mobile Bay, 5 August 1864)

James T. Farrell (1904-1979): Novelist
America is so vast that almost everything said about it is likely to
be true, and the opposite is probably equally true.
(Introduction to Mencken, Prejudices, 1958)

William Faulkner (1897-1962): Novelist .
If you could just be a nigger one Saturday night, you wouldn’t
want to be a white man again as long as you live.
(Attnbuted)

To live anywhere in the world today and be against equality be-
cause of race or color, is like living in Alaska and being against snow.
(Essays, 1965)
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Subject: a good quote

from Thurgood Marshall: "Unless our children begin to learn together, there is little hope that our
people will ever learn to live together.”
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16 : Prologue

Asia, a growing-troublé-spotifor:the Kennedy administration,;was not-yet
the preoccupation that it would soon become for these boys:{The looming
danger, the Federalists declared, was “the Communistic-threat.” Clinton’s
Nationalist party. agreed;  adding that the Communists-must be' stopped
wherever they attempt to. unposc their will through forcc ibecause ap-
peasement leads to aggression.” . . Co A

The most contentious-issue was civil rights. V01ces rose:as both parties
debated planks in their platforms and the full Boys Nation senate deliber-
ated over S-1. The argument was played out during one of the pivotal years
in the American civil rights saga. Months earlier, Governor George Corley
Wallace of Alabama, who had taken office promising ‘segregation now,
Segregation tomorrow, segregation forever,” stood in front of the school-
house door as federal marshals enrolled the first black*students at the
University of Alabama. And one.month after the boys left*Washington,
. Martin Luther King, Jr., would stand before a massive throng at-the meoln
“Memorial and deliver:his %I Have a Dream” speech. .- i et e tn

Race was still largely viewed:as a‘North-South issue,’but the lmes wére’
not so clear at Boys Nation: Three of the leading civil:rights-proponents
were southern youths-—the two boys from Louisiana; Fred Kammer of New
Orleans and Alston Johnson of Shreveport, and:BillClinton}of Arkansas—-
all of whom were ‘questioning their southern:heritage.of'racial:separation
and. inequality. Clinton:could not be!called a'civil rights:activist.. He had
not publicly protested.the patterns-of racism ‘hesgrew up with-inHot
Springs, where the schools;'swimming pools, clubsﬁnj’_xllc_)gglit_lgd bccn
segregated, where “Dxxxc '-wasTthe high school  fight song until hlsqunior
year, and where the local Lions club recruited thembers of the high'school?
qchou' to appear in blackface for the annual minstrel show. But long before’
Clmton reached: Washington' that -summeér.hehadrejected the. legacyrof

racxsm His mother would Jlatériremiember how 'fristrated he’séemed-as’a /
1boy 50y of Eleven watching Governor.Faubus defy- federal ord _(}_u_'n_qgathej

mtegrauon of Little Rock Central High Schoolin 1957 #rd

48
g
O

Most of the boys.were .not that far along. Orson L: '(Pete) Johnson of/ A

‘Alabama came to Washington :determined to'push-thfough a' resolution

dhcraldmg the constitutional primacy of states’ rights; the-rhetorical bannet. ‘

‘behind-which southern states protected-their segregated-policies. It passed

48 to 46. Johnson and his Boys Nation sidekick, Tommy Lawhorne of

1Georgia, tried to mold.the southern senators into_a voting bloc. One'm morn-
m@?ﬁﬁeakfast they confrontéd Clinton. Johnson: thought he had { Clinton
cornered. He told the Arkansan that he “didn’t'need to be voting for these
civil rights resolutions.”:The :argument got .emotiogal, but Clmton would
notbudge. . ccitews bt o ezen iy D Iy

Wnth both parties.divided on the issue, civil rights advocatcs camie’ out '
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of the BoysNatiqh session with a-modest victory. The bill establishing the
urban affairs department and a public accommodations law was defeated.
Bothi - party platforms .declared that.education, not,goVrnment enforce-

ment, offered thie:surest means of eliminating racism. Fhe Federalists, domi:,

inated by a-group of northern conservatives who held segregation and
government activism in- equal disfavor, stated:  “Ideals cannot be forced
upon a person by sheer physical force. The thought of this turns many
against such an ideal; prejudice and hate must be removed from the hearts
and minds: of people where it really exists.” Clinton’s' Nationalists took a
slightly more determined position. “Racial discrimination is a cancerous
disease and must be eliminated,” they declared. “But legislation alone
cannot change the minds and hearts of men. Education is the primary tool
which we must employ - : it must begin in the home in the church and in
the schools® -

On Monday morning, the boys ventured to Capitol Hill to visit the
Supreme Court and the Library of Congress. Many of them were invited to
lunch with the U.S. senators from their state. The Senate Dining Room was
quite a sight: hordes of boys in white knit shirts hobnobbing with white
men in summer suits. The Arkansas luncheon .quartet consisted of Bill
Clinton and Larry Taunton at the sides of Democratic senators John L.
McClellan and J. William ;Fulbright. Taunton, with his mellifluous radio
voice and self-assured style, had considered himself his roommate’s equal
until that day. His mind swirled with possible questions to -ask the older
men: They seemed.so wise and dignified. What could he say? He knew that
Senator Fulbright was intensely interested in U.S. foreign -policy.. Taunton
combed through his mind. for some interesting way. to catch Fulbright’s
attention, but could not draw the senator from his conversation with Clin-
ton. He. noticed an “instant affinity between Senator Fulbright and Bill,”

- who:seemed :“so0:at :ease with the situation.”.Clinton had already 'studied

Fulbright’s"life -and‘ career,:and considered - the-intellectual Arkansanhis
first political role model. That day, Clinton would say later; he thought he
was “the.cat’s meow. Fulbright I admired no end. .. ;He.had a real unpact
on my wanting to be a citizen of the world.” .« - vuzid L oo o -
-3First, ;though, Clinton wanted: to:be - vice. prcsndcnt of Boys Natlon He
offered himself as a cand;datc that night at the Nationalist Party Convention
with an odd boast; noting that-he came from Arkansas, the state with the
governor who now . had the longest-continuous string in-office in the ¢oun-
try.-There he was showcasing Orval Faubus, the very syinbol-of-old-school
Arkansas racial politics thdt'hé disdained. By:Clinton’s'normal standards,
everything about his vice-presidential campaign was a bit halfhearted. It
was-a race that he would. refrain-from’mentioning lateriin life. John E.
Mills of - Ncw York :was - thc Nanonahst Pa:ty recordmg ,secretary who

‘r R LT
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THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

Internal Transcript August 24, 1994

INTERVIEW OF
THE PRESIDENT AND THE FIRST LADY BY AMERICAN HERITAGE MAGAZINE

The Oval Office

11:05 A.M. EDT

Q It's a great honor, a really great honor to have
this interview with both of you, and particularly at a time when
things are very busy and people want to go on vacation and so forth.
So I greatly appreciate it, and, of course, this will be for the 40th
anniversary issue of American Heritage Magazine.

And in talking with the editors there and thinking about
this article, we wanted to sort of look at the larger forces of
history that may have influenced both of you; that may nourish both
of you now; that may provide support; and that in some sense provide
also a sense of comfort and a sense of direction that you have in
_seeing that other Presidents and First Ladies have gone through
difficult times, that there have been other moments in history when
presidents have wanted to initiate great improvement, great change
for the country and have had sometimes difficulty in doing that, but
have forged ahead with the long view for the good of the country and
not a short view. '

So I'm thinking particularly this week, the first
question I might ask you is, have you looked at other Presidents'
legislation, Presidents who have had difficulty sometimes getting it
through Congress, Presidents like Woodrow Wilson, for example, who
had a particular dream with the League of Nations? And have you
drawn some comfort and inspiration from that?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, and of course, if you look at what
-- Wilson didn't actually live to see his dream fulfilled because we
mismanaged our affairs, the United States and the world did after



World War I. But after World War II, we did have the United Nations.
And for all of its limitations and all of its problems, it's played a
major role, I think, in making the world a more peaceful and more
humane place. Sometimes you can be too far ahead of your time.

I think the period in modern American history most
comparable to this is probably the period right after World War II,
because at the end of any era, people are called upon to sort of look
to the future. And yet there's a tendency to look inward, to relax,
to just be thankful that the old order is gone away without thinking
about what the new world must look like. '

At the end of World War I, we made the wrong choice.
You know, we wound up with all kinds of problems, not only the

Depression and World War II and all of that, but just a lot of -- we
gave in to some of our darker impulses. So at the end of World War I
we had the first big Red Scare, we had the first big -- the Ku Klux

Klan was doing well.

And at the end of World War II, Truman took a terrible
beating. and didn't get everything done he tried to do. He never did
pass health care, for example, for all Americans. But he did lay the
foundations for economic recovery at home and for a more -- a
commitment to more racial equality and for the institutions which led
to the recovery of Europe and Japan and the system which permitted us
to win the Cold War ultimately.

But when you're challenging people to make changes,
changes that have a long-term future benefit against entrenched
forces, you have to expect to be stoutly opposed, often misunderstood
and sometimes defeated. You just have to accept that. That's part
of history. And you have to govern in the times in which you live
and deal with it the best you can.

Q And do you ever look to Truman and what Truman went
through as inspiration to try and go --

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, because I'm from Arkansas and
Truman was from Missouri, and because a lot of the political people
of my youth were big Truman supporters -- you know our state voted
for him in 1948 when a lot of the South abandoned him -- I've always
had an awareness of Truman's legacy. &And he's always been one of my
four or five favorite presidents.

But I think that I must say, I was never so aware of the
similarities in our situation until I actually became President, and
I realized that the sort of deep ambivalence the American people have
now -- wanting us to take charge and move forward into the future and
still be easily diverted because of their deep-seated suspicions and

MORE



concerns about government and whether there's anybody in Washington
who can do anything right.

Q And one sees, I suppose, that history does in a
sense repeat itself when you look at the 1920s and the Red Scare, and
the rise in the Ku Klux Klan and look back to the more turn-of-the-
century, Victorian, McKinley's America, you go through that. 1Is
there a way to redirect history? Or do you think there are just
general cycles? There's a theory that the American people go through
general historical cycles in their response to change.

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, they do, but leaders and people can
make a difference; and not just the President, but the other
institutions, great institutions of society. What kind of leaders
are in Congress? What do they do and say? What is the role of the
American press? What does it do and say? Does it feed on the fears
and cynicisms of the American people? Or does it'basically proceed
in a challenging mode to do better?

If you look throughout the history of the country, you
see that a lot of the major actors in the American scene have played
different roles at different times. And history proceeds in cycles
to some extent, but also every time is different and the outcome is
not foreordained. I mean, it really does make a difference who's
there and what they do.

Q In mentioning Wilson earlier, thinking about his
fight for the League of Nations. Of course, he had suffered a stroke
when the vote came up in the Senate and was a little bit more removed
from the situation. He absolutely would not accept any compromises
whatsoever. His wife, Senator Hitchcock, Democratic leadership came
to him and tried to accept some even minor compromise, and he
wouldn't. And, of course, his dream essentially went down the drain.

And many people feel, of course, the events leading up
to World War II might not have happened had there been a League of

Nations in place. Do you think -- I'm not asking you to fill those
shoes of Woodrow Wilson, but do you think an example like that, that
inflexibility -- have you looked ever back to Presidents like Wilson

or others who have remained so inflexible that nothing of theirs was
passed, none of their initiatives?

THE PRESIDENT: The trick is to be firm on your
principles and direction and to be flexible in dealing with people
who have the power to either help you further that direction or
derail it. I mean, it's interesting, compromise is very often given
a bad name in popular circles today. And yet our system was set up
to mandate compromise in ways that most governmental democracies
aren't.

MORE



I mean, we don't have a parliamentary system, for
example. So the president is not guaranteed, even -- no matter how
much a majority his party has in Congress, because there is no
parliamentary system, that is, where the President is the leader of
the party in Congress. And if they want to stay in the party and
have positions, then they have to vote party line -- there's always
got to be compromise.

I was reading the other day a biography of George
Washington. I never knew this -- I guess he came to the presidency
with the greatest amount of leverage, personal leverage and prestige
of anybody in history -- and the Congress, the Senate rejected one of
his Cabinet nominees, which is something I didn't know. I just read
this biography that said that. But the point is there is an
honorable way to work through compromises.

You also have to know when not to do it, when more harm
than good would be done by giving in to the objective you're seeking
then you can't do it. Or sometimes you just don't have to do it
because you've got the votes and you can prevail, so you can go for
the very best from your point of view. But the whole essence of
democracy is that people are given limited power, others have power,
you have to work together to get something done. And the idea is
that nobody is the sole repository of complete wisdom.

And, you know, we just went through this interesting
exercise in the House with the crime bill where the Republicans --the
moderate Republicans -- were willing to steer a path where they moved
away from some of their more strident leaders who didn't want them to
do anything to compromise on the crime bill. And they brought some
of the Democrats with them, and they said, well, look, let's see how
we can make this better from our point of view.

And ironically, a lot of the changes that they were
advocating were the same things that I had advocated when the bill
went through the first time. It came out better. So I don't think
anyone looked on that set of compromises as dishonorable. It
furthered all the basic objectives of the crime bill and more people
felt that they had had a say in it and that it came out better. So
in the world we're living in, in sort of instantaneous news coverage,
snap judgments, everybody is looking for the angle, sometimes
principle compromise is more difficult because the minute you begin
serious negotiations, there's this sort of the sky is falling effect
that sometimes takes over the reporting of it to imply that something
dishonorable is going on.

So one of the great challenges of a President in this
time -- this sort of instantaneous, drenching media age -- is to lay

MORE



out the path for the country, say what the objectives are, hold firm
to them and be very strong about them, and still be flexible enough
to actually make progress and get something done. But in our
Constitution, compromise is written in as a virtue, not a vice.

Q When you both look back on your early years, you
look back on your educations as very young people, and then later as
high school and college and law students, are there moments in
history that particularly fascinated you? Are there individuals, men
or women in American history who perhaps in some way were
inspirations to you?

And I ask that more in the sense of those that were long
past because I'd also like to ask you both about the historical
forces in your own lives that helped to change your perspective and
perhaps serve as inspirationmn.

THE PRESIDENT: Well, when I grew up in the South in the
beginning of the civil rights movement, all Southerners were still
obsessed with the Civil War. I mean, really, it was amazing. People
talked about it.

I remember when I first ran for office and I was in the
mountains of north Arkansas, which was the dividing line in the war
in the west between the North and the South. A lot of the hill
people in the South became Republicans because they supported Abraham
Lincoln, they opposed secession, and they either opposed slavery or
didn't care about it. It wasn't part of their life.

And there were families up there that literally had
family books -- I mean poor people or people of modest incomes that
had family books that traced their genealogy back to the Civil War
and they knew who fought for the North, who fought for the South. So
I grew up in a time when people were thinking a lot about the whole
issue of race because civil rights had come in, but still obsessed
historically with the Civil War or the War Between the States as the
diehards always called it in the South.

So I had always, I think, even from childhood, captured
by the figure of Lincoln; not only the historic significance of what
he did, but what kind of person he was and how he was able, under
enormous pressure and frequent ridicule, to hold on to the simple
idea that the Union had to be preserved; and then how he was able to
move the country to the point where he could break his most famous
campaign promise, which was not to free the slaves, and instead issue
the Emancipation Proclamation, which obviously set in motion the
processes which later led to the 13th, 14th and 15th amendments. He
was, from the time of my early childhood, I was always just
captivated with what he did, how he did it, what kind of person he
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was.

Q Did you read a lot of biographies of him? Did you
ever visit his home and either his birthplace in Kentucky?

THE PRESIDENT: No, I never did that. But I read a lot
of books as a child about him. And I was also -- I liked Jefferson a
lot when I was a child because I felt -- in fact, another thing that
Southerners were often obsessed with was the poverty of the South at
the end of the Second World War and the whole idea that the only way
out of it individually and collectively was to dramatically increase
the level of education. And since Jefferson had founded the
University of Virginia and had advocated basically free public
education, that was something that, when I was very young, captivated
me. So he had a big hold on my imagination from my childhood, and I
read a lot of books about him.

But they were the two historic figures in American life
that had the biggest influence on my childhood.

Q Mrs. Clinton?

MRS. CLINTON: Well, I grew up on Illinois, the land of
Lincoln, and spent enormous amounts of time as a child studying
Illinois and American history, reading biographies that were age-
appropriate of Lincoln, making field trips to Springfield and other
places that had some association with Lincoln.

We had very significant celebrations of Lincoln's
birthday all during the time I was a child. So Lincoln had a very
big place in my historic imagination. And I had no idea of any of
the things that ever happened in the South. I mean, it was just an
open and shut case that Abraham Lincoln was by far the greatest
President because he had saved the Union and he came from Illinois.

And I remember so clearly one time traveling with my
family -- a trip to Florida when I was probably nine, I think. And
we got to Vincennes, Indiana, which is very southern Indiana and
checked into a little motel that had a little tiny t.v. And we
turned it on, and for the first time saw a t.v. series called "The
Gray Ghost," which was about a Confederate soldier. B2And I was just
astonished that anybody would have a television series in which the
hero was a Confederate soldier. So my whole experience was so
focused on Lincoln as a savior of the Union. 2And then as we traveled
further south, I remember being in Alabama and stopping at gas
stations where they sold Confederate flags and things like this. And
this was in the middle, late 1950s.

So I always had just such a strong personal feeling
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about Lincoln. But I also felt the same way to a lesser extent about
Washington. And again, it was somebody who had a very large part in
our imaginations because of the way the schools treated Washington.

I mean, every year I was in school, we had skits about Washington's
lives; we wrote little books about Washington; we celebrated
Washington's birthday . Both of those two presidential birthdays
were how we spent February. And both of them had a very strong
appeal, as the father of the country and the savior of the country,
to me as a little girl.

THE PRESIDENT: You know, it's interesting, I confess
that I think I underappreciated Washington until I became President.

Q Really?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. I did, I did. And I read Gary
Wills' book on Washington and a book called "Patriarch," by, I think,
a man named Smith -- :

Q Richard Norton Smith.

THE PRESIDENT: Richard Norton Smith, who's at the

Hoover --

Q Yes, he was a director of Hoover Library.

THE PRESIDENT: In Iowa.

Q7 Yes.

THE PRESIDENT: I read that book not very long ago.
And Wills is a person I greatly admire, and I'm very -- and he's
written a book called "Leaders" now -- "Certain Trumpets" --something

like that. &and then he wrote that book "Cincinnatis" (phonetic) on
Washington, which I have read.

I see now in a fundamental way that what Washington did,
and what he refused to do, in seeking a third term and giving up
power and overseeing orderly transition, and how he kind of kept
things together, really, he was very important to this country. But
I don't think as a child I appreciated him.

Hillary mentioned about seeing the t.v. series. The
flip side was true in our case. I mean, if you were a Southerner
growing up, you had to be a big admirer of Robert E. Lee, and you had
to know a lot about Robert E. Lee. I mean, you just did, you know?
And all of his qualities were something that -- he was really sort of
still a folk figure in the South, all during the 50s and early 60s.
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And it was interesting because I remember I was in a
minority among young whites. I was in all public school integration.
I thought Martin Luther King was great, even when I was a kid, very
young. But to me, it was all part of the natural flow of history. I
mean, I never thought whether there was a contradiction between
admiring Robert E. Lee and admiring Abraham Lincoln, if you see what
I mean.

Q Right. It was just the march of time.

THE PRESIDENT: 1I'll tell you one little story to give
you and idea of what she said.

Like I said, in the mountains of north Arkansas, we had
five of our little counties tried to secede from Arkansas when
Arkansas voted to secede from the Union. The people were split right
down the middle. BAnd I remember in 1975, maybe, or '76, something
like that, I was up in one of these beautiful little mountain towns
giving the high school commencement address on a gorgeous June night,
and the Ozark mountains were breathtaking. The sky was clear and I
was exhorting these kids to overcome adversity, and I was telling
them about all the terrible things Lincoln had been through in his
life. And after it was over, all the guys who ran the county for me,
all these great hill country guys took me out and we were loocking at
the mountains. And they said, that was a very good speech, and you
can give it down in Little Rock any time, but don't you ever come up
here and brag on that Republican President again; if he'd been that
good a President, we would have never had the Civil War. (Laughter.)

So these people were still replaying it in their minds
over 100 years later.

Q That was very much part of the heritage, of the
culture. It's interesting to hear you both also speak about, in
school, Robert E. Lee, Lincoln, George Washington and Abraham
Lincoln, the pageants in February, which I remember; I was born in
'59.

But education -- a lot of American history has sort of
shifted in recent year, maybe, I think, to more of a balance, where
we've looked at social history, we've looked at the history of the
everyday American. And perhaps in some time, in some way debunked or
taken down a notch or two, the heroes that we had -- those of us who
grew up with a sense of people to emulate or people to admire,
individuals, for doing things.

Do you think there's been too much, in terms of history
being recently recorded -- say in the last 10, 15 years -- there are
less heroes?
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MRS. CLINTON: I do. &And I think it's a great loss for
everyone, but particularly for children. It is just easier as a
child to relate to individuals than it is social movements or
historical trends or even large groups of people who remain ordinary
and faceless in the experience that you have with them.

I think it's been important in the last few years that
we have pulled out other heroes. I mean, I think it is important
that people know about Sojourner Truth and not just the white men
that were available as heroes when we were much younger.

But I think it's a shame that we lose sight of the
heroic qualities of those people who have made major impacts on our
history; and that we don't use them more as examples and symbols for
children.

I mean, I remember when I read the autobiography of
Benjamin Franklin, -and I discovered things about Franklin's personal
life that, at the age of 14, I was shocked by. And I remember going
to see my English teacher and saying, I just can't believe it. I
felt like I had been disillusioned about Benjamin Franklin. And I'll
never forget him saying, but why would you be disillusioned? He was
a great man; he wasn't a statue somewhere. He was a great man, and
men have faults as well as virtues; and the real challenge is to see
people in their humanity but them admire them even more because of
what they were able to accomplish historically.

And that was one of those little lessons that you go
through as a person who cares about history and keeps encountering
new information about people as you go through life.

But I would like to see something of a return to the
emphasis on individuals, with a broader range of individuals; with
children being able to see a much more diverse and representative
grouping of Americans who made their contributions, but recognizing
that there are certain people who stand above the others because of
their role in American history, and giving those people the attention
again that I think they are due.

And even in mythology -- I mean, it may not be true that
George Washington cut down a cherry tree and said then he couldn't
tell a lie. But there's a lesson in that, and that lesson is one of
the ways you convey values to children. And you do it in the context
of a historic figure, who is on his own great, and you use it as a
teaching example. And I think that a lot of that has been lost.

THE PRESIDENT: In terms of what happens to people in
the present or recent past -- whether they're always being taken down
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-~ historically, that changes from time to time. I mean, Jefferson
was treated in an outrageous and vicious way when he was President.
Roosevelt had a reasonably rough time, but not too bad. I noticed
there was a journalist that wrote an article in the New Republic, I
think she's about 80 years o0ld, but she covered the Roosevelts. She
said that Franklin and Eleanor would not have done so well if they
would have had to deal with all the stuff that's present today. BAnd
she was speculating about whether they could have served the country
as they did. ’

When I was a child -- we talked about -- you asked me to
talk about -- when I was a child, my grandfather who raised me until
I was four, and was a great figure in my life until he died when I
was quite young -- he just loved Roosevelt because he symbolized to

him that the government of the United States cared about ordinary.
people like him and would try to help them.

It was only kind of in the last 20 or 30 years that
we've gotten these sort of extreme views of government really, I
think, where neither of which is very helpful. One is that
government is evil and incompetent and always messes up. Well, the
National Institute of Health, the National Park Services, the Social
Security, Medicare are evidence that that's not necessarily true,
right?

Q Exactly.

THE PRESIDENT: And then the other view is that
government can solve all people's problems. Well, if you look at the
breakdown of the social fabric in America in the last 30 years, it's
obvious that no government program can fix all that.

But the idea that the government was somehow the partner
of the American people and its servant and that its role would change
throughout time was sort of reached its apotheosis under Roosevelt
and the people -- when the unemployment rate in the country was 25
percent and per capita income in a lot of the places in the South was
one-half the national average. My grandfather was a person -- I
don't guess he -- until he just got too sick to do it -- he never did
take vacations. He worked 40, 50, 60, 70 sometimes more hours a week
when I knew him, even when he already had a grandchild, I saw him
work a lot.

But maybe it was mythology, but it was a positive thing
that he thought that his President and his country cared about him
and his small existence in a small town in Arkansas when he was
slaving away doing the best he could for his family. There's a very
important linkage, and it's something that we need to be able to
reestablish today to some extent, under conditions where it is far
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more difficult to do.

Q Well, I want to ask both of you, following that --I
want to ask you about the Roosevelts, but following with your
grandfather's experience and feelings about Roosevelt -- about both
of your own experiences as young people in meeting historic figures
and how that may have changed the course, at the very least inspired
and directed the course of your lives and careers.

Of course, we know the great clip -- the picture of you
right here in the Rose Garden, meeting President Kennedy. I was
wondering if you could talk a little bit about that day and what you
were feeling and coming here from Arkansas to the White House and on
the White House lawn and meeting John F. Kennedy. And what did you
feel inside of you as you were leaving the gate? What did you tell
yourself? '

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I don't know what I told myself
when I was leaving the gate. I just -- there were a hundred of us
here and we were having a big time. But I remember very distinctly
where I was standing out there and what I did, because the fellow we
elected president of Boys Nation gave him -- they did what they
always do -- they gave him a t-shirt and something else, and he gave
his little talk. And then he just came down in the crowd and he
started shaking hands and I was afraid he would just shake one or two
hands and quit. And I was at the head of the alphabet anyway, and I
was bigger than anybody around me so I just made sure I was there so
I got to shake hands with him.

Because, to me, he represented the country's sort of
caring about my generation. You know, he was a very future-oriented
person. He said he would get the country moving again. I had the
feeling that we were going to have a good future because he was
seeking all these new frontiers. _ﬂépd he gave us a sense of =2

__Ppossibility that~we™ could déal with things. And he finally began to
~—deal with the civil rights issue in the somewhat more open way than—_;
Cﬁ?é51dent Eisenhower had. Although President Eisenhower sent theC:;_\

<:Ef56ps to integrate Little Rock Central High School, which I strongly/

supported. I thought it was a good thing. I was what, 11 or _;j
something at the time. And I was in a decided minority in high~=S
school but I thought it was good. ————— - — - — -/

—J

gBéCauseLweWwent through-aldl this unsettling stuff. And he sett%gd
~~the country down, and he gave the people a fairly high level of i_\‘h
™ confidence, and he was willing to let some things happen. And_so 1/
thlnk that history will judge hlm pretty kindly. )

But I think when Kennedy came in, even though he won by
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the narrowest of victories, showing how -- if you look at it --
showing the fear that the American people have of change. We
basically -- we always say we want it; we're for it in general, but
we're against it in particular very often.

But to me, I thought it was great. I mean, I saw him up
there, he just was happy and loose and relaxed. And he seemed
interested in these kids, and he seemed to relate well to young
people. And it made a big impression on people my age that the
Kennedy administration, that the President and the people that were
working for him were trying to throw us into the future in a positive
way.

Q Your mother said, though, when you came back home
after that experience, she knew that you were going to go into some
form of public service. She could just tell.

THE PRESIDENT: Well, what I decided -- actually it was
before I came up here, I remember very clearly. I was a junior in
high school and had been interested in being a physician. I had been
interested in being a musician and a couple of other things. And I
just made a decision that I would try to go into public service
because I thought I'd be good at it and I thought it would be
interesting. I thought it would be something that I'd never have to
worry about getting up and going to work every day because it would
always be something different. I was interested in people and human
nature and the dimensions of the problems.

And I must say, that was one -- a lot of times what you
think when you're a kid is wrong, but that was one insight I had when
I was 16 I was right about. I mean that it is a fascinating life in
its diversity and challenge. It can be a pain from time to time, but
it's still fascinating.

Q Mrs. Clinton, I know that as a youth you had met
Martin Luther King. And then I know that in 1968 during the
Democratic Convention in Chicago, you went down with a friend to loock
at some of the protests.

I also think about the fact -- I just realized this the
other day -- you're the first presidential couple born after that
long period of time when so many people just knew Roosevelt as their
President; but that Mrs. Roosevelt lived, of course, until 1962. And
I know you were active in school government and so forth. I don't
know if she was a particular interest or inspiration at that point,
but how about that meeting Martin Luther King -- similar to the
President's experience in meeting President Kennedy?

MRS. CLINTON: Well, I came from a very different point
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of view. I came from a very Republican family that was not
particularly fond of the Roosevelts and not particularly fond of the
Kennedys, really were strong supporters of President Eisenhower and
Vice President Nixon.

And so the feelings I had about the 1960 election were
ones of great disappointment because all of the excitement about
change that seemed to sweep the country, at least where I grew up,
were viewed as quite threatening -- which gives me some insight as to
how people feel today when they view much of what this President is
trying to do, because I came from the kind of family that was very
skeptical about government doing anything right and about the
specifics of change as the President was just talking about.

But starting when I was in high school, I had a series
of experiences that at least began to pose different world views as
possible ideas for me to consider. And my involvement with my
church, which led to my going to a speech that Martin Luther King
gave, was one of those real eye-opening experiences. And I was very
impressed by him.

I mean, I was very intellectually resistant in many
respects to what you could view as the Kennedy administration's
agenda. But I was very sympathetic and supportive of civil rights.
I mean, I can remember watching and having my mother explain what
happened when President Eisenhower sent troops to Little Rock. I
mean, I thought it was just ridiculous that people wouldn't go to
school with different kinds of children.

And so I saw what Dr. King was doing as something that
went beyond politics. I mean, it shouldn't be Republican or Democrat
or conservative or Republican; it was just the right thing to do --
much of that because of my strong feelings about Lincoln and my
family's feelings about what being a Republican really meant. So
that was an important part of my sense of political identity as it
began to develop.

But in 1964, I was a very strong supporter of Barry
Goldwater. Again, because I ‘liked what I saw as his real
conservatism. I mean, I really did come from a background that was
highly suspicious of government, but also very supportive of the
individual and individual responsibility; and Goldwater seemed to
stand for that. And I got to meet Barry Goldwater. I went to a
rally and met him and enjoyed just being introduced to him. That's
all that occurred.

But I also remember in 1965 being as impressed as I
think I've ever been by a presidential speech when President Johnson

gave his speech on the Voting Rights Act. I though that was one of
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the most extraordinary public statements I had ever seen a President
give; and from that time on became very supportive of a lot of the
goals of the Johnson administration domestically, even though over
time I became very concerned about the Vietnam War and very much
opposed to the Vietnam War.

So there was a lot going on in that time period that
came from many different directions, which is why I always resist
political labeling, because I think we are all much more complex in
our political thoughts than the easy categories described.

Q When we also talk about Eleanor and Franklin
Roosevelt as you mentioned before, Mr. President, thinking about the
Roosevelts and some of the things hey went through. Now, of course,

that was a very unique situation -- the Great Depression, World War
II, he was physically incapacitated with polio, he ran for 12 years,
communications was so different -- but there was a great whirlwind of

change with the New Deal and much resistance to it as well. In some
of the battles that you've been through in the last year and a half
-- congressional battles and some of the criticism -- do you ever
look back at the Roosevelts? And do you ever take inspiration from
them as they worked together on the New Deal?

Of course, Mrs. Roosevelt took certain components of the
New Deal that were central to the Roosevelt domestic agenda, and the
President oversaw the whole picture, and in some ways perhaps
parallels the way you have both worked together for change.

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, I think there are parallels. I
think the difference is obviously that people knew they were in more
desperate straits back then. People want changes made now, but
they're less willing for the government to do so much, which I think
is a good thing. That is, after all, what I ran on -- sort of trying
to find a way to strike a new balance between the government and the
private sector, not just to have the government solve these problems.

But I think that in terms of the dimensions of the
change we're trying to effect and the fact that we have a good
working relationship -- and a lot of other Presidents did, too, by
the way: Bess Truman was very influential, and Mrs. Wilson was
actually virtually running the country when Woodrow Wilson was
impaired. But we've been more upfront about our relationship and our
partnership than anybody, I think, since Franklin and Eleanor
Roosevelt. So I do, I take that to heart.

The only thing that I find frustrating today is that
several surveys have shown of recent political history that last year
we had a greater success in pushing changes through Congress than any
President since the end of World War II except for Eisenhower in '53,
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who had a more limited agenda, and Johnson in '65, who had a more
supportive Congress. And the American people don't know that.

That's the new element in this, the new element and
challenge in public life today is that the President has to try to
reach the American people through an environment, a reporting, a
press environment that is more negative and more editorial, and
sometimes less accurate. I mean, those aren't my conclusions; those
are conclusions that have been repeatedly drawn by independent
students of this who don't have an axe to grind.

That is what makes it so hard because when you're doing
what people hired you to do, and when you're making changes and they
still don't know it, and you're not sure you have a way to make sure
they find out, that is a troubling thing. And I'd say that's the
biggest new challenge of governing, and it really rewards those who
don't want to change. Basically this kind of environment is good for
the status quo because there's no premium, there's no penalty to be
paid for irresponsibility. You just say, well, you don't like this,
you don't like that, you don't like the other thing. And people are
so skeptical and they don't know what's going on that they're
prepared, they're predisposed to believe whatever bad thing they hear
So that makes it even more difficult. So I think in that sense, the
environment is more challenging.

But there are times in the past when it has been so.
Jefferson faced a very hostile environment in a narrower sense. And
Truman in a totally different way did. So these are -- that's why
there's no historical period or characters that are exactly parallel.

Q And you also have a press -- I being a freelance
member of it -- who is not always particularly well-informed in
history and very frequently make statements that are inaccurate.

MRS. CLINTON: That's one of the things that has been
very interesting to me is, particularly with respect to the
Roosevelts. I had always admired the accomplishments of Mrs.
Roosevelt, and I had remembered her from her days at the United
Nations and particularly the 1960 convention with the role that she
played there.

So I always knew that she was a remarkable and
accomplished person. But until I really began reading a lot about
her and by her, I did not fully grasp what she was up against, both
in terms of her individual obstacles that had to be overcome in order
to establish her own identity as a partner in political change, but
also the institutional obstacles that she confronted. And the more
that I have read about and by her, the greater my admiration has
grown because she truly was not only the first of her kind, but
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probably one of a kind in the way she approached her responsibilities
after her husband was stricken with polio; and how she worked so hard
to overcome all kinds of personal restraints such as her shyness and
her lack of public speaking and all of those efforts that she put
into making herself an effective spokesperson for what she believed;
and then facing the ridicule on a personal level as well as a policy
level as to what she believed and how she pursued her beliefs and the
role she played and on and on. I have just been so admiring.

And years ago, I was asked to join the Franklin and
Eleanor Roosevelt Institute, which I did. And I've never had a
chance personally to visit Hyde Park or Valk Hill (phonetic), but I
was able to keep up to date with a lot of the publications.

And what we are still finding out about how Mrs.
Roosevelt influenced what went on, and how she stood up against her
critics, I think should be much more broadly known. And you have
done a good job in trying to set the historical record straight, both
about Mrs. Roosevelt and others who have been here.

Q It must also be very frustrating when -- (GAP IN
TAPE) -- and you sometimes see an expression you've used sometimes --
lightning rod -- when you see images or caricatures that are wholly
inaccurate.

THE PRESIDENT: Oh yes, I watch the news sometimes or
read a paper and I think -- they'd say something about me, and I say,
well, I wouldn't be for that guy either. (Laughter.) You know what
I mean? You feel like you're sort of a cardboard cutout, a cartoon
character. But it's part of the challenge of the time in which we
live. It's just -- it requires a whole different set of strategies
for trying to get through it.

Q "Let me ask you, are there any particular objects,
any particular portraits in the White House, any particular rooms
that have come to mean something particularly special or important to
both of you?

MRS. CLINTON: Oh, there's so many. One of the best
parts about living here is feeling that every day you encounter
another piece of American history.' and when we first came, we just
searched every nook and cranny to find memorabilia and portraits and
other things that we could put on display, and learned a lot about
how the house had been used in the past and how the house had been
really modified over time to fill its many functions. I mean, it is
a museum. It is the house of the head of state. It is a public
building. And it is a residence. There are so many aspects.

And we have a lot of the artwork now that was formerly
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in storage on display in the White House. And we are in the process
of making sure we have somewhere depicted in the West Wing or in the
house every President and First Lady that's every lived here, so that
we have some kind of memory of their presence.

And when the President's office was done up on the
second floor of the Residence, which is the Treaty Room, we paid
special attention to making sure we could get back into that room a
lot of the pieces of art and furniture and other memorabilia that
meant something to the house. And then he particularly enjoys
looking at all that is there and knowing the history of it and
understanding where it came from and what it depicts.

THE PRESIDENT: The picture of Lincoln which you --
you've seen it -- that's in the Lincoln Bedroom, with his military
advisers planning the peace, which was done not long before he was
killed. And they're on a ship and they're there with an admiral and
with, as I remember, General Grant and maybe General Sheridan or
Sherman -- maybe it's Sherman -- and the admiral, and there's a
rainbow in the background. And it was such a clear -- Lincoln had a
very clear idea of what he wanted to do to heal the country after the
war.

And when he died and then when President Johnson came in
and he was weakened, and the reconstruction took a far more draconian
turn, I've often thought that that was a sort of an unexplored
tragedy in American history because I think it hardened attitudes in -
the South and made it more difficult for us to work through the
issues of race; and also kind of ratified the economic backwardness
of the place for a long time.

And a lot of that stuff is just still being played out
today, sadly enough, in southern politics -- still being played out.
But anyway, that picture's very good.

There's a picture in here in my dining room that I
brought down from the Lincoln Bedroom so I could see it every day,
because I don't go back to the Lincoln room everyday, called "Waiting
for the Hour." And it's a bunch of slaves sitting in a dark room
five minutes before midnight before the effective date of the
Emancipation Proclamation, which arguably the most important document
ever signed in the White House.

And just seeing that every day reminds me of the
enormous importance of the presidency and trying to get it right at
whatever point in history you happen to serve. Those two pictures
really mean a lot to me.

Q Are there particular Presidents and First Ladies --
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a question I would ask to both of you -- are there particular
Presidents and First Ladies whom you both admire or find particular
inspiration from? I know you mentioned Lincoln and Truman. I was
wondering, Mrs. Clinton, if there were both Presidents and First
Ladies that you sort of emulated or took hope from.

MRS. CLINTON: Oh, there's so many of them. I mean,
there are aspects of personalities of so many, as well as their
accomplishments that I find very important and supportive. I have
become a great admirer of both Roosevelts, much to the dismay of my
father. (Laughter.) And I've become a great admirer of both
Trumans. And we were particularly pleased to have Margaret Truman
Daniels visit us and spend time with us, which I had found a great
joy. I am a great admirer of the Kennedys. And my friendship and
time with Jackie Kennedy Onassis was one of the most extraordinary
opportunities of my life. I am a great admirer of President
Johnson's domestic accomplishments. And I think Mrs. Johnson is one
of the most effective women who has ever lived here. '

I admire greatly Betty Ford's personal bravery and
outspokenness on women's issues and particularly the ERA and breast
cancer when it was not at all easy. I think that both President and
Mrs. Carter made a great contribution to a lot of the difficult
issues that confronted the country. And I think that Mrs. Carter's
work on behalf of mental health and President Carter's continuing
example after he left the White House is a great legacy.

I really appreciated a lot of the struggles that
confronted Nancy Reagan when she was attempting to define herself and
not be defined and try to live her life and support her husband as
she thought was best for her. And I always enjoyed being around both
President and Mrs. Bush, whom we had some acquaintance with because
of her husband's time as governor. And I've always found them very
easy to talk to and very gracious and hospitable.

And I think that you can look at the people that I have
personally met, or at least have had some acquaintance with as a more
grown-up person, and see admirable characteristics in them. And I
must say that I only met President Nixon once -- when he came to the
White House to speak with the President about Russia prior to the
meeting with Yeltsin. And he came to the second floor where my
daughter and I were waiting to greet him, and he had prepared what he
was going to say to both of us. So when he met Chelsea, he
immediately began talking about her school, which is a school both of
his daughters attended, and his memories of that school and his time
there.

And when he met me, he immediately talked about health
care, and said you are attempting to now do what I tried to do,

MORE



because President Nixon had proposed a national health care plan.
And I was very impressed by his intellectual capacity and his
discipline in the way he had prepared just to say hello to us.

So although I have grave political disagreements with
many of the people who have been here, I think you do not get to this
position without a lot of admirable personal characteristics that
oftentimes get either overloocked or overshadowed by the pressures of
the time. And it's very important, and I must say one of the great
things I admire about my husband is his humility in the face of this
responsibility and his willingness to understand that even though you
are elected President, you are really a servant leader. And that is
sometimes misunderstood because people are more comfortable with
authoritarian symbols, if you will. But I think we are all better
served if, despite whatever impressive credentials and strong
personal characteristics a person brings to the position of the
presidency, that they also bring a real dose of humility as well,
because these problems are for any time ones that demand often
answers that are not easy and certainly not easily explained except
by some historical perspective.

THE PRESIDENT: I've got to go pass the crime bill.
(Laughter.)

Q Well, thank you very much.
THE PRESIDENT: Thank you.
Q I really appreciate this.

MRS. CLINTON: Thank you for all your hard work at
trying to make history relevant to people.

THE PRESIDENT: We would be so much better off -- you
said a very perceptive thing. If the people -- I find that the
reporters who tend to be the most, from my perspective, most
effective and tend to be the most fair in balance are those that have
the deepest historical sense.

Q They have a greater sense, too, of what it is you
both are going through and trying to accomplish. I told my -- I
said, it's not just change, it's improvement.

MRS. CLINTON: That's a good way of putting it.

THE PRESIDENT: Good line.

Q Thank you very much.

MORE



THE PRESIDENT: Good-bye.

END 12:00 P.M. EDT

MORE



SEP 15 97 89:66 FR TO 12824565703 P.o1-11

Cranford Johnson Robinson Woods L.}
Capitol Center (501) 376-625!1 http.//www.cirw.com
303 West Capitol Avenue FAX: (501) 376-4241 E-mail: concept@ejrw.com

Uittle Rock, Arkansas 72201-3593

Cranford Johnson Robinson Woods
FAX TRANSMITTAL SHEET

Date: Ml 15,1997

—_—
To: (e22y Epmeonas
From: Doug Hederman
 Number of pages sent including this sheet: / /

If you have any problems receiving this facsimile, please contact Pat Whiting
at (501) 370-7266.

Thank you.

Capitol Center / 303 West Capitol Avenue / Little Rock, Arkansas 72201-3593
FAX: (501) 376-6045 or (501) 376-6085

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTE: The information in this facsimile transmittal is confidential

" information intended only for the use of the individual or entity named above. If the reader of
this message is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination,
distribution or copy of the transmittal is strictly prohibited. If you receive this transmittal in
error, please immediately notify us by telephone, and return the original to us at the above
address via the United States Postal Service. Thank yeu.

Comments:

Aduvertising / Marketing / Public Relations / Member Americon Association of Advertising Agencies




SEP 15 '97 @9:87 FR TO 12824565749 P.@2/11

U of A Freedom Riders Page 1 of 3

Umvemty of Arkansas, Fayettewlle

A S GAssoclated Student Government

U of A Freedom Rlders

| Schcdule of Events

The following is a short description of the Umversity of Arkansas "Freedom Riders" project we are
sponsoring in conjunction with the activities of the Little Rock Central High School 40th
Anmniversary Commission:

The Associated Student Government and the Black Students Association at the University of
Arkansas (Fayetteville) are coordinating an effort to enable UA students to participate in the
commemortation of the 40th anniversary of the integration of Little Rock Central High School. 200
students will ride buses to Little Rock on 25 September to attend the main program at Central High.
In order to build a stronger emotional and educational link with the events of the US civil rights
movement, these students will call themselves the "University of Arkansas Freedom Riders," in
honor of their predecessors who worked to integrate buses in the south duning the early 1960's.

The project is sponsored by Greyhound Bus Lines, Inc., a main target of the original "Freedom
Riders,” which will donate four buses for the trip to Little Rock. Greyhound officials will armive in
Fayetteville, along with the buses, on 22 September to participate in a press conference with student
leaders and UA administrative officials. This date is significant because it marks the 36th
anniversary of the decision by the Interstate Commerce Commission to abolish segregation on
national bus carriers. So in a sense, this effort will help Greyhound close an unpleasant chapter in its
past as Central High attempts to do the same.

Throughout the week, various programs will be held in conjunction with the "Freedom Riders"
initiative. A movie about the experiences of one of the original "Little Rock Nine," entitled The
Emest Green Story, will be viewed on Tuesday night. On the night before the trip, the "Freedom
Riders" will be exposed to a training seminar conducted by Dr. Bernard Lafayette, Jr., an authority
on nonviolent social change who helped lead the onginal "Freedom Riders.”

The actual trip begins at 5:30 a.m. in Fayetteville on 25 Septemnber. Students will attend the Central
High ceremony, and tour the new Central High museum. Then, they will enjoy a luncheon at the
State Capitol in Little Rock, where they waill hear from Judge Wiley Branton, Jr. and Phyllis Brown.
Other events are tentatively scheduled, and the organizers do not expect to return to Fayetteville
until 7 p.m.. The University of Arkansas is providing letters asking professors to excuse from class
any student who participates in the Freedom Ride.

UNIVERSITY OF ARKANSAS FREEDOM
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RIDERS

Séh,edtde of Events

Tuesday, September 16

Roundtable Discussion: '"Little Rock Central and the Media" (TBA)
Featuring notable speakers involved with the 1957 Central High events and its media coverage.
Contact: Hoyt Purvis, Director of the Fulbright Institute of International Relations (501-575-2006)

'Mondayl, _Septe_mber 22

"Freedom Riders" Press Conference (3 p.m., Old Main)

Featuring students, faculty, staff and administrative officials, along with representatives from
Greyhound Bus Lines, Inc. Official introduction of project; commemoration of 36th anniversary of
Interstate Commerce Commission desegregation ruling.

Contact: Harriet Jansma, Director, University Relations (501-575-5555) or Sharita Patterson
(501-575-2556)

Reception (3:30 p.m., UA Multicultural Center)

Press conference participants and the general public are invited to a reception featuring an exhibit
about the Central High integration.

Contact: Lyle Gohn, UA Vice-Chancellor. Student Services (501-575-5007)

Tuesday, September 23

Screening of The Ernest Green Story (7 p.m., Theatre, Arkansas Union)

The general public is invited to view a film about the experiences of 2 member of the Little Rock
Nine.

Contact: Ryan Allen, Pres.. University Programs (501-575-5255)

Wednesday, September 24
"Freedom Riders" Training (6 p.m., Giffels Auditorium, Old Main)

The "University of Arkansas Freedom Riders" will participate in a program to educate them about
the civil rights movement, featuring a keynote address by Dr. Bernard Lafayette, Jr. Dr. Lafayette is
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an authority on the strategy of nonviolent social change, who worked closely with Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr., and helped lead the original Freedom Rides in 1961.

Contacts: Kevin Dedner, Pres., Black Students Association. (501-575-3346) orWarwick Sabin,
Pres., Associated Student Govt. (501-575-5206)

Thursday, September 25
Departure (S a.m., Old Main)

Central High School Integration Ceremony (10 a.m., Central High)

President Bill Clinton, Governor Mike Huckabee, Mayor Jim Dailey and the Little Rock Nine wall
take part in a program commemorating the 40th anniversary of the court-ordered entrance of the
students into Central High under the protection of federal troops.

Contact: Rett Tucker, Co-Chair, Little Rock Central High 40th Armiversary Commission
(50]1-376-8005)

Central High Schoeol Museum Tour (12 p.m.) h 28 (/}
Lunch .m., Dunbar Co@) W W

Featuning addresses by Judge Wiley Branton and Phyllis Brown. Branton is the son of Wiley
Branton, Sr., 2 member of the NAACP legal defense team for the Little Rock Nine. Brown is the
sister of Minnie Jean Tricky, a member of the Little Rock Nine.

Contact: Evangeline Parker and Tracy Steele, Arkansas Martin Luther King Jr. Commission
(501-324-9333)

Return (7 p.m., Oid Main)

ASG Home Page
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me Segregation, Now

Forty years after the forced integration of Little Rock's
Y Central High School, honors classes separate black students
8 from white

Click here for extra info and Web links
BY JULIAN E. BARNES

Nearly every student who has taken honors trigonometry at Central High
School in Little Rock, Ark., does an impression of the teacher, Billy
Watson For his, senior Tom Hearon opens his eyes wide, raises the pitch
of his voice, and squawks out Watson's favorite phrase: "Trig will save
your life." Watson, an energetic 54-year-old African-American, is one of
those passionate teachers who both challenge and inspire students. "Make
your algebra work for you," Watson exhorts, pushing one pupil. Nearly all
the students in this class will go on to calculus next year, and after that, to
selective out-of-state colleges.

Across the hall, in Kent Moore's non-honors geometry class, the pace is
slower. Several of the students are not paying attention; some even lay
their heads down on their desks as the teacher talks. Moore, a thin black
man with a big voice, takes half the period to get through one example. As
he finishes re-xplaining the formula to find the midpoint of a line
segment, a concept he introduced the week before, he senses he has lost
some of the students. "Talk to me now. If you don't understand, ask. I am
going to try to reach you," he says. A student points to the formula Moore
has just explamned and asks what it 1s. "You are not with us," Moore says.
"That's the formula to find the midpoint of the line. . . . Get on board,
buddy, and stay with us,” Few of the students in Moore's class will go on to
elite colleges.

Besides the pace, discipline, and enthusiasm of the students, there is
another difference between the two classes. Of Moore's 29 students, 20 are
black. Of Watson's 20 honors students, only two are black. The same is
true throughout the building; While Central High as a whole is integrated,
the individual classes are not. Honors classes are dominated by whites,
-regular classes by blacks. '

Pivotal moment. This pattern is repeated in integrated schools throughout
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the country, but nowhere else is the irony so stark, Next week, President
Clinton will return to Little Rock to celebrate the 40th anniversary of the
integration of Central High, one of the pivotal moments in the history of
civil rights. In 1957, Little Rock became the site of the first major battle
over desegregation after the Supreme Court's Brown v. Board of Education
‘ruling, Gov. Orval Faubus called out the National Guard to block nine
black children from entering the school. On Sept. 24, 1957, President
Dwight Eisenhower ordered the Army to Little Rock to ensure that the
black children could attend.

In some ways, Central High stands as a model of desegregation's success.
The once all-white student body is now 58 percent black and 39 percent
white. The school produces many of the state's brightest students, black
and white, and sends them on to the nation’s best universities. Over the
past decade, of Arkansas's 32 black National Merit semifinalists, 15 have
come from Central High

But beneath the surface, Central High reveals a more troubling modem
reality: Many schools that appear integrated from the outside are highly
segregated within. "You can see the difference between my class and Mr.
Watson's," Moore says. "Forty years after integration have we achieved
anything? Or are we still in 'S7?" Within Little Rock, the flow of whites
into honors classes is the subject of intense, private conversation: Is it the
result of deliberate racial segregation? Or a sign of poor academic
.preparation of incoming black students? While there is some truth to both
explanations, the more important factor may be the different attitudes of
parents toward what kind of education will help their kids get ahead.

The success of integration at Central High can be seen in Fatima
McKindra, the 17-year-old black student-body president. McKindra is
enrolled in five Advanced Placement classes, including her second year of
calculus, Her teachers want her to apply to the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology, but McKindra is considering historically black Spelman
College in Atlanta—in part because at Central she has mostly had white
teachers and classes.

McKindra believes Central has educated her well, but she thinks those in
the regular classes are not so fortunate. "The students need to be
challenged," she says. "They're not."

The racial makeup of classrooms reinforces self-segregation in other parts
of school life. Most black students walk or take the bus to school and enter
through the school's front doors. Most white students drive cars and come
m a side door near the parking lot. Most black students eat lunch inside,
near the hot lunch line, while white students eat outside, near the
concession stand And even though most Central High students generally
say they have friends of different races, they acknowledge that for the most
part they hang out with friends from their neighborhood, their junior high,
or their classes.
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The tendency for social self-segregation is a natural habit, but one that 1s
supposed to be weakened by integrated classes. Why classrooms at
Central, and at other schools around the nation, aren't very integrated is a
matter of some dispute. Some black leaders believe that white parents
consciously use honors classes to keep their children separated from
blacks. John Walker, an attorney representing black schoolchildren in
Little Rock since 1965, says the honors system not only separates children
but labels the white elite "gifted" while implicitly suggesting the majority
of blacks are stupid. "If you tell children they are smart, and give them
support,” argues Walker, "that becomes prophecy. But this discourages
blacks who are put predominately in dummy classes.”

In some cases, however, it is black parents themselves who steer their
children away from honors classes or don't fight to keep them enrolied.
Some consider the classes racist. Last year, Marisha Hewett's honors
English teacher asked her to drop the class after two weeks of school,
according to Marisha's mother, Essie Hewett, who claims the teacher was
motivated by race. (The teacher responds that participation in honors
courses is based only on academic performance.) This year Mansha
transferred to a different high school. "Basically your honors classes are
Caucasian and you have teachers who are unfair. This is an opportunity for
them to continue their racism,” Hewett claims. "I never even considered
enrolling her in honors agam."

It is true that most honors courses are taught by whites. Of Central High's
32 honors and Advanced Placement classes (the most rigorous of its
honors courses) only five are taught by blacks. Some black teachers ask to
teach regular classes because they want to teach black students. But others,
like Moore, believe that greater numbers of black students might take
honors classes if they had more black teachers as role models in those
classes.

Black students say there is also peer pressure not to take honors classes.
"You get called names; 'Oh, you are a little white girl.' * You are an Oreo
cookie,' " says Tanya Corbin, a 17-year-old senior at Central.

Many students see their grades drop when they first enter honors classes,
leading some black parents to pull their kids out and put them back in
-regular classes. "It's hard to keep them. They are the first casualties,” says
Phyllis Caruth, who teaches AP statistics. Often the black students have
poor test-taking skills and score poorly on the first exams. "If | can keep
them in there I can fix that," she says. "But I have to keep them."

All the kids are above average. By contrast, many white students whose
grades fall are kept in honors classes, against the school's
recommendation, because their parents insist on it, notes Central High
counselor Lynda Phillips-Johnson. "Just because these classes are mostly
white doesn't mean these whites are qualified,” she says. "It is a political
system. [f you are a parent and want your student in honors English, [the
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student is] there." Caruth says that this may help explain the number of
honors classes taught at Central. There are now 92 honors sections taught
for a school of 1,781 students. Walker says the proliferation of these
honors classes proves this is a form of segregation rather than the natural
result of a merit-based system. "How can 50 percent or more of white
children be "gifted'?" he asks.

Others argue that the system is susceptible to pressure from parents of
either race. Ann Brown, who monitors the Little Rock School District for
the federal courts, says socioeconomic factors keep black students in
nonhonors classes. "I have not seen any systematic effort to keep children
out of classes," says Brown, whose husband teaches AP European
“history—the most feared and respected course at Central. In Little Rock,
she notes, black parents tend to be poorer and have less education
themselves; hence they are unaware of the educational benefits that flow
from honors classes. Just as important, many are ymaware they can
pressure administrators into admitting their children to honors classes.

But some students and teachers believe the school district bears some
responsibility for not pushing black students into honors classes in earlier
grades. The Little Rock School District starts identifying gifted children as
carly as kindergarten and begins separating them from regular classes, at
least part of the week, in third grade. Applicants are judged on academic
and creativity tests as well as recommendations. "If you want to be in
Advanced Placement classes in the 12th grade then you need to start in the
fourth grade,"” says Caruth.

What's mysterious, though, is that there are more minorities in the gifted
programs in the earlier grades. At Woodruff Elementary, for example, the
school is 70 percent black and about 50 percent of the students in the
gifted and talented program are black. And at Dunbar Magnet Junior High
.School, one of the primary feeders for Central, 55 percent of the school
and 37 percent of gifted and talented classes are black.

Yet by the time they get to Central High School, the blacks have moved
into regular classes. Last year, only 13 percent of students were black in
Central's Advanced Placement classes.

Central High counselors say this is because junior high schools, which
help rising 10th graders pick their classes, steer black children to less
rigorous courses. Other officials say it is simply the black students’ choice.
But a black school administrator, who requested anonymity, charged that
Central High emphasizes test scores for black children but allows white
students to enroll in honors classes on teacher recommendations alone.
"We are still dealing with institutional racism," this administrator says.
Guidance Departinent Chairman Sam Blair denies such charges. While he
says that the number of blacks enrolled in honors classes is a national
problem, he maintains that Central does a good job of identifying those
black students who can achieve in Central's most rigorous classes.
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This month the U.S. Department of Education is beginning discussions
with civil-rights advocates about expanding its examination of the racial
divide in honors classes. In most integrated schools, ability grouping
creates a racial divide between honors and regular classes, experts say. In
Louisville, Ky., the schools are 30 percent black but the honors classes are
only 10 percent black. In one Cleveland suburb, 50 percent of the district
is black, but AP classes are only 10 percent black. In South Carolina's
schools, blacks make up 43 percent of the students but only 13 percent of
the students in gifted classes.

-There is much debate about the educational merits of ability grouping.
Some educators argue that children of different skills can be taught
together and there is no need for separate honors courses. But supporters
of ability grouping say it's the only way to ensure that talented students are
challenged. "When you have a wide disparity in abilities, it is cnminal not
to allow bright students to go into a deeper level than the average
students,” says Boston College psychology Prof. Ellen Winner. Central
High's leaders argue that it is because of the honors classes that students
win high academic honors and attend the nation's most selective colleges.
And, they say, without the honors classes, whites would leave, Central's
programs have attracted the children of the city's white elite, from the
daughter of Gov. Mike Huckabee to the son of the former Chamber of
Commerce president. This in turn builds support for the public schools in
Little Rock.

For Walker, the civil-rights lawyer, this method for bringing about
integration undermines its very purpose. Rather than diversity's showing
the equality of races, he says, white students come to think blacks are in
slow classes and whites in fast classes. And for that reason, Walker says,
‘he is not terribly concerned about luring white children to the public
schools. Although he has fought for desegregation for three decades, today
he simply wants the schools to give the black children he represents the
best education possible—even if that means the schools lose white children
and Central High once again becomes a single-race school.
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Central

e Continued from Page 1A

skills. She is a member of the Na-
tional Honor Society, Beta Club,
Latin Club, Black Culture Society,
Accept No Boundaries, Student
Council, Martin Luther ng Com-
mission and is a National Merit
semifinalist.

“It's an extraordinary young
person that has that much confi-
dence and is as intelligent as she
is,” Principal Rudolph Howard
said.

“She's just a natural. [The me-
dia] come at her from all angles,
and she visualizes the question
and has it thought out. She’'s really
amazing to watch.”

Mark Meadows, student council
sponsor and science-technology
teacher, agrees.

“She's been interviewed more
in the last week, probably, than
Chelsea Clinton,” Meadows said.
“And they're not asking softball
questions. She is a rare kid who
not only sees the big picture, but
all the parts of the picture.”

McKindra said her parents
have encouraged her to learn the
history of Central High's integra-
tion. She lives near Daisy Bates,
the mentor of the Little Rock Nine,
the students who desegregated the
formerly all-white school. She has
read Bates’ book. Mc¢Kindra has
briefly met two of the Little Rock
Nine — Ernest Green and Eliza-
beth Eckford.

“I am just in awe of them,” she
said. “I'd like to know if they'd do
it again if they had it to do over.
And what do they feel our respon-
sibility is, this generation, to keep-
ing the legacy alive, to continue
what they started?”

McKindra said a-part of her
wants to believe she could have
done what the nine black students
did 40 years ago.

“Now ] don't think I could do it
because I'm a very active person
and a sensitive person,” McKindra
said.

“I don’t know if I could have
stood that.”

McKindra has grown up in a
different era.

“They grew up in oppression, so -

they had to learn how to control

those urges. They had to show a lot
of strength and a lot of courage fo
do what they did.”

McKindra was scared at first to
attend the inner-eity high school.
She lives five minutes from Cen-
tral but originally was assigned to
J.A. Fair High School. She left

“She’s been interviewed
more in the last week,
probably, than Chelsea
Clinton. And they’re not
asking softball questions.
She is a rare kid who not
only sees the big picture,
but all the parts of the
picture.”

— Mark Meadows, Central
teacher and student council
sponsor

Fair after four days. She was far
away {rom friends and didn't find
the classes as challenging as those
she took at Mann Magnet Junior
High.

“I came here because it was the
first place 1 could get into the
fastest,” McKindra said candidly.
“] was scared to come here. |
heard the Central stereotypes that
it's rough here and that the
school’s too big.

“I just didn’t realize what kind
of educational opportunities were
here. I've had a wonderful experi-
ence here.”

The anniversary events have oc-
cupied McKindra’s time, but she is

looking toward her future. ‘She
wants to get into a good college
and eventually attend medical
school to be a surgeon.

“I really like helping people,
and I like cutting stuff up,” McKin-
dra said excitedly.

McKindra comes from an edu-
cation family. Her father, Freeman
McKindra, is a senior program of-
ficer for the Winthrop Rockeféllér
Foundation and her mother,
Wllma Jean,is a psychologzcal Ex—
aminer.

She has two younger brothers,
one who plays football for Central.
Her father helps her compose
speeches, including the one for
Clinton’s visit later this mon

She said she's not nervoqs
about 1ntroducmg the presxdent

“Ask me in another webk,
though,” she said with a chuckle..

She’s more concerned abeut
what will happen when the obser—
vance ends.

“I don't want this to be soqlé
thing that is just a one-day thing,
and no one thinks about it again,”
she said. “I really want for this'to
be an event that changes people's
hearts, at least makes people look
at how they treat people.”

The school district has come far
in its desegregation efforts since
1957 but still needs to work toward
equality for all students, McKin-
dra said.

“My hope is that one day we
won't have all these needs form
net schools and incentive schools.
she said. “That every child will be
given the same opportunity. and
get the same quality educatiqn.
That will break down the remain-
ing racial barriers 'cause once you
have that education, no one can
take that away from you." ’
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"All The World Is Watching Us"': Little Rock and the '57 Crisis

Little Rock became world-famous in 1957 as a landmark battleground in the
struggle for civil rights.

In September of that year, the state resisted the admission of black students to all-
white Central High School. The ensuing crisis tested a president, a governor, the nation's
highest court and federal troops, along with nine brave black students and all the othe
citizens of Arkansas. '

Central stands today as a concrete symbol of the Constitution's guarantee of equal
rights under the law. This is a place to learn about a pivotal time in history. A place to
learn about how far we've come. A place to learn about how far we have to go.

In 1927 the Dedication Program for Central High explained the words carved on
the front of the school building. No one would have suspected both the irony and
importance of these ideals thirty years later.

Where AMBITION is fired--

Where PERSONALITY is developed--

Where OPPORTUNITY is presented--

Where PREPARATION in the solution of life's problems is begun.

(Tribute Panel to Nine)

"I had long dreamed of entering Central High. I could not have imagined what that
privilege could cost me."
Melba Pattillo Beals

1776-1896
All Men Are Created Equal?

Sixty years after Thomas Jefferson's ringing declaration of equality in the
Declaration of Independence, Arkansas joined the Union in 1836 as a slave state. As it
was throughout America, all men in Arkansas were not created equal. A debate over the
expansion of slavery and the nature of the relationship between state governments and the
federal government divided the United States, finally erupting in Civil War in 1861. The
United States of America fought to preserve the union and abolish the spread of slavery.
The Confederate States of America fought to defend state's rights, protect all property,
and abolish their ties to an unsympathetic federal government.

The Union won the war. During Reconstruction, the 14th amendment to the
Constitution guaranteed al/ citizens equality of rights under the law. Black people were
denied the rights of citizenship by social attitudes in the South. Racial segregation kept



black people from entering society, and southern state legislatures gradually made the
social practices law. By 1896, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled in Plessy v. Ferguson that
separate facilities based on race were constitutional as long as the facilities were equal.

PANEL WITH PREAMBLE TO CONSTITUTION IN BACKGROUND;
13TH, 14TH & 15TH AMENDMENTS (SECTION 1) IN FOREGROUND

AMENDMENT XilI

(Ratified 1865.) Section 1. Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a
punishment for crime whereof the party shall have been duly convicted, shall exist
within the United States, nor any place subject to their jurisdiction.

AMENDMENT XIV

(Ratified 1868.) Section 1. All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and
subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United States... No State shall
make or enforce any law which shall abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of
the United States; nor shall any State deprive any person of life, liberty or property,
without due process of law; nor to deny to any person within its jurisdiction the
equal protection of the laws.

AMENDMENT XV

(Ratified 1870.) Section 1. The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not
be denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of race, color,
or previous condition of servitude.

1897-1954
Can Separate be Equal?

Dunbar students often had to pass Little Rock Senior High on their way to school,
one graduate remembers that he and his friends called the school “Little Rock
White High School.”

Paul Laurence Dunbar High School / Little Rock Senior High School

$400,000 COST $1,500,000

Rosenwald Fund and . FUNDING Little Rock School Board
Rockefeller General

Education Fund

1,600 STUDENT CAPACITY 3,000



"Hand-me-downs" TEXTBOOKS Purchased New
fromLRHS.

5,000 LIBRARY BOOKS 11,000
200,000 SQUARE FOOTAGE 600,000
34 CLASSROOMS 100

No Gymnasium and ATHLETIC FACILITIES  Gymnasium & Stadium
no practice fields

$344/mo. PRINCIPAL SALARIES  $500/mo.

Junior High, LEVELS OF INSTRUCTION High School, Junior College
High School, : -
Junior College

Throughout most of the South, "Jim Crow" laws promoted racial prejudice and
segregation, which affected society on many different levels. Segregation was more
apparent in public education. Plessy v. Ferguson demanded that if separate, facilities
must be equal. In reality this rarely occurred. Funding was barely enough for one system
of education, let alone two; education for blacks suffered as a result.

During World War II African American servicemen such as Dunbar graduate and
Tuskegee Airman "Woody" Crockett fought for democracy and civil rights around the
world. But when they returned home racial conditions had not changed.

The National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP)
launched an assault on the doctrine of "separate but equal” in the 1940s. In a series of
cases, the Supreme Court began to erode the Plessy v. Ferguson ruling culminating with
the Brown v. the Board of Education of Topeka decision in 1954.

1954-Summer 1957
Struggle for Direction

"We conclude that in the field of public education the doctrine of 'separate but
~equal’ has no place...it is so ordered." United States Supreme Court, Brown v. Board.

On May 17, 1954, the Supreme Court ruled that racial segregation in the public
schools was unconstitutional. In August, the NAACP petitioned the Little Rock School
Board for immediate integration of the schools. In 1955, responding to further Supreme
Court rulings, the School Board adopted Superintendent Virgil Blossom's plan of gradual



integration. It called for desegregation to begin at the high school level in September
1957. Lower grades would be gradually integrated over the following six years.

For many black students in Little Rock, the Brown ruling represented the hope
that they finally could receive the same education as white students. After all, both the
University of Arkansas Law and Medical Schools had admitted black students without
major incident. Progress was slower in Little Rock's public schools.

Encouraged by the Brown decision, in January 1956 the parents of 27 black
students attempted to register their children in white Little Rock Schools. They were
denied the opportunity. The NAACP filed suit on behalf of the students. The appeals
court sided with the school district but retained jurisdiction over the desegregation
efforts.

Meanwhile, political resistance to integration began to stiffen. To stop what they
perceived as the federally enforced integration of the public schools, the Arkansas
Legislature passed four "segregation” bills in February of 1957 and Governor Orval
Faubus signed them into law. These laws ended mandatory school attendance at
integrated schools, allowed school boards to use school money to fight integration and
required certain (pro-integration) individuals and organizations to register with the state.

"It looks more like the old run-around deception, than an honest and conscientious
plan of the school board to integrate." Unidentified representative of the NAACP

Opponents of desegregation argued that the Supreme Court and the federal government
lacked the authority to impose its decisions on the states. In Little Rock, groups such as
the Capital Citizens’ Council and the Mother’s League of Central High School sought the
support of Governor Faubus in halting school desegregation. A representative of the
Mother’s League went to court on August 27 to stop implementation of Superintendent
Blossom’s plan for gradual school desegregation. Federal Judge Ronald Davies ordered
the school board to continue with its efforts toward integration and the schools prepared
to open.

TIMELINE BEGINS

September 2 — Governor Orval Faubus orders the Arkansas National Guard to prohibit
the nine black students from entering Central High School. In a televised speech, he
stated he did so to prevent violence and declares Central off limits to blacks for their
“safety”. Faubus also warned Arkansans of “the possibility that this action could develop
into a test of authority of the federal government to force its decisions on any unwilling
people." :

September 3 - The Mother's League holds a "sunrise service" at Central attended by
members of the Citizens Council, disgruntled parents, students and pastors. The crowd



sang "Dixie", the Confederate battle flag was shown and members of the Mother's
League praised Faubus's speech.

1957-1958
A Time of Courage and Fear

September 4 - Nine black students attempt to enter Central High School, but are turned
away by the National Guard.

Press coverage of the day focuses on 15 year-old Elizabeth Eckford and draws the
nation’s attention to Little Rock. Separated from the other students because of a last
minute change in plans she arrived at the school to face the Guardsmen alone. The other
students went to a different entrance; all were denied entry. The National Guardsmen
kept the students out for two weeks. "I tried to see a friendly face somewhere in the
mob - someone who maybe would help. Ilooked into the face of an old woman and
it seemed a kind face, but when I looked at her again, she spat on me." Elizabeth
Eckford -

September S — None of the “nine” try to attend school. The School Board asks Federal
Judge Ronald Davies to temporarily suspend its integration plan.

“Nothing can come out of the situation the way it is now. Let the kids handle the
situation. If the Negroes had come the first day, all there would have been were a
few whistles and cat calls.” Harper Thomason, Central High School Student

September 7 — Federal Judge Davies denies the School Board’s request.

“The only assurance I can give you is that the federal constitution will be upheld by
me by every legal means at my command.” President Eisenhower in telegram to
Governor Faubus

September 14 — Governor Faubus meets with President Eisenhower in Newport, RI. to
discuss preventing violence and desegregating Arkansas’ public schools.

September 20 — Judge Davies rules Faubus has not used the troops to preserve law and
order and orders them removed.

September 23 — Awith the guard withdrawn, the Little Rock police tried to maintain
order as the black students finally entered the school building. Television viewers
nationalwide watched as rioting broke out. The police lost control of the crowd and the
students had to be smuggled out a side door. Negro photographer Alex Wilson becomes
a victim of the mob.

"They've gone in...Oh, God, the niggers are in the school." Anonymous man in the
mob in front of Central High School.

"That was the first time I'd ever gone to school with a Negro, and it didn't hurt a
bit." Robin Woods, student at Central High



September 24 - President Eisenhower calls the rioting "disgraceful' -and orders federal
troops into Little Rock.

1200 members of the 101st Airborne Division, the "Screaming Eagles" of Fort
Campbell, Kentucky, roll into Little Rock. The Arkansas National Guard is placed under
federal orders.

""Any time it takes eleven thousand five hundred soldiers to assure nine Negro
children their constitutional rights in a democratic society, I can't be happy." Mrs.
Daisy Bates

"That was the first time I'd ever gone to school with a Negro, and it didn't hurt a
bit." Robin Woods, student at Central High

September 25 — With armed protectors, the nine black children are escorted back into
Central High School.

""After three full days inside Central, I know that integration is a much bigger word
than I thought." Melba Pattillo Beals

"If parents would just go home and let us alone, we'll be all right...We just want
them to leave us be. We can do it." Anonymous 16 year-old white female student at
Central High

September 26 - Governor Faubus appears on television to address the people of
Arkansas.

"We are now an occupied territory. Evidence of the naked force of the federal
government is here apparent, in these, unsheathed bayonets in the backs of
schoolgirls..." Governor Orval Faubus

October 1 - The 101st Airborne turns over most duties to the federalized Arkansas
National Guard and discipline problems resurface at Central for the remainder of the
school year.

"[The National Guardsmen were] lounging against the walls like cats in sunlight."
Melba Pattillo Beals '

November 14 - A white student strikes Jefferson Thomas hard enough to knock him
down. Anxious to preserve the myth that things inside Central were fine, the story is not
made public. The same day Gloria Ray reports that a white boy '""had spoken to her
very rudely as they left homeroom, calling her a 'nigger,' [and] had pushed her as
they left their place in assembly.” Two weeks later he bumped her, knocking her
across the floor into lockers.

"We believe that what is happening in Little Rock... is a question of right againét
wrong, a question of respect against defiance of laws, a question of democracy
against tyranny." Daisy Bates



December 12 - Downtown businesses begin to receive anonymous letters from
segregationists warning of a massive boycott against their stores if they continue to
advertise in the law-and-order Arkansas Gazette newspaper.

December 17 - After having chairs pushed in front of her while walking through the
cafeteria Minnijean Brown spills chili on two white boys. Principal Jess Matthews
suspends her until January 13.

"One nigger down and eight to go." chant of segregationist students following Brown's
dismissal. ' :

- January 15 - White students increase their harassment of the nine. At lunch a boy
dumps chili on Minnijean shoulders; he was expelled.

February 6 - Minnijean Brown turns on a tormentor and calls her "white trash." The
student responds by throwing her purse. At lunch a boy dumps soup on Minnijean and
the other black students are harassed. :

"I just can't take everything they throw at me without fighting back...." Minnijean
Brown

February 17 - Minnijean Brown is expelled for the "white trash" incident. Sammie
Dean Parker and Howard Cooper, both white students, are suspended for wearing cards
which read, "One down...Eight to go." Billy Ferguson, another white student, is
suspended for pushing Gloria Ray, a black student, down a flight of stairs.

February 21 - Minnijean Brown leaves Little Rock for school in New York. Sammie
Dean Parker was reinstated.

April 25 - Gloria Ray is hit by a rock near the field house at Central.

May 1 - One of the nine's locker is broken into; some of the male members of the nine
are hit.

May 2 - A white boy from Springfield who talked to Ernest Green suffers telephone
threats and vandalism to his car.

"This is what happens to nigger lovers." Sign on vandalized car of student who talked
to Ernest Green.

May 5 - Harry Ashmore is awarded a Pulitzer Prize for his editorials in the Gazette and
the Arkansas Gazette is awarded a Pulitzer for the objectivity of its coverage of the Little
Rock School Crisis.

May 9 - The locker shared by Elizabeth Eckford, Melba Pattillo and Thelma Mothershed
is vandalized and their books and umbrellas are stolen.

May 20 - As tension mounts near the end of the school year at Central, the harassment of
the past nine months increases.



May 25 - Emest Green becomes the first black student to graduate from Central High
School. After the ceremony, a young black girl is spit upon by Curtis E. Stover, who was
subsequently arrested. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., attends the ceremony almost
completely unnoticed.

"It's been an interesting year. I've had a course in human relations first hand."
Ernest Green

The View from Inside the School

Once the Little Rock Nine walked through Central’s front door they fell off the
media’s radar screen and into no man’s land. Their planned integration of Central had
been carefully arranged by the School Board all the way from the schedule of classes
they would take down to the physical facilities they could use, the extra-curricular
activities in which they could participate, and the social functions they could attend. To
avoid problems the Board limited the Nine to attending classes and hoped for the best.

At a September 25th student assembly the Student Government leaders pledged to
obey the law and asked the student body to follow their example. Most students did.
When segregationists called for a student strike to protest integration some weeks later
not more than 30 out of the 2,000 students enrolled at Central complied. The Tiger,
Central’s student newspaper, received national attention for its coverage of the Crisis,
especially one editorial that advocated that “each individual maintain a sensible, peaceful
neutrality. ... [and] accept the situation without demonstration no matter what personal
views are entertained.”

Despite the best efforts of these student leaders, a handful of students verbally and
physically terrorized the Nine throughout the school year. This was an extremely
difficult situation for the Nine. NAACP officials, as well as the Nine’s parents, teachers
and ministers had instructed them not to respond or report such attacks to avoid providing
the school district with an excuse to pull them out of the school. These courageous
young men and women persevered, however, and by the end of the 1957-58 school year
had earned the title of Central High students.

1958-1959
The Lost Year

"...we're caught in the middle and we're the ones who have been hurt because of it."
Wendell Ross, President of the Central High Student Body

Getting the Schools Reopened

Because of the incidents of the prior school year, the Little Rock school board
requested a delay in implementing the Blossom plan. On September 12, the U.S.
Supreme Court ruled that the school board must continue with its desegregation plan.

"The Constitutional rights of children not to be discriminated against in school
admission on grounds of race or color...can neither be nullified openly and directly



by state legislators or state executives or judicial officers, nor nullified indirectly by
them through evasive schemes for segregation..." U.S. Supreme Court

Meanwhile, pending a public vote on the issue of immediate integration of all
grade levels, Gov. Faubus closed all four Little Rock high schools. Under Faubus's plan
the vacant school buildings could be leased for private school use and remain segregated.
Alarmed by the possibility of having no public high schools, the Women's Emergency
Committee to Open Our Schools (WEC) formed in September.

"...here in Little Rock, we have been a little disappointed at the reticence and
behavior of people in responsible places we thought were obedient to law... We
reiterate, we never anticipated their speaking out in defense of Negro children, but
we did think they would come to the defense of their own children, especially in the
face of law and order." Arkansas State Press editorial

Over the next nine months the WEC and law-and-order moderates maneuvered to
re-open the public high schools under the desegregation plans. The WEC ultimately
succeeded in its campaign to elect three "moderate" candidates to the school board who
favored keeping the public schools open. However, the Capital Citizens' Council
succeeded in electing three segregationist members to the same board.

"Gov. Faubus is a valuable enemy. He has aided in many ways in clarifying the
issue of segregation...Common sense will take over and Arkansas will rejoin the
Union." Roy Wilkins, NAACP executive secretary

The segregationist members of the school board targeted teachers who upheld the
law for dismissal. Outraged students, alumni, and parents rose to defend their much-
revered teachers from the "purge" and supported action to restructure the school board.
On May 25th, voters recalled the three segregationist members and retained the three
moderate members.

In June the federal court ruled the school closing laws illegal. The Little Rock
high schools re-opened on August 12, 1959.

1960-present
The Continuing Struggle

"At Central we haven't just studied history--we've lived it and been a part of it."
Blake Rutherford, Class of *96 student graduation speaker

September 1960 may have marked a new beginning for Little Rock's public
schools, but hardly a perfect one. By the following year the number of black students
attending mainly white schools had increased from 12 to 46, and half of those students
were in junior high schools. While black students continued to enter formerly white



schools, progress was slow and the black community was impatient. Elementary schools,
for instance, did not desegregate until 1968 and then only under court order. '

As they had during the crisis in 1957, the courts became the enforcement method
for desegregation. Perhaps the biggest change from 1957 was that Little Rock was no
longer the sole battle ground of school desegregation; media coverage of school
desegregation problems in Boston revealed that the rest of the United States was not
immune to these problems.

Inside Central High School change came slowly. Sybil Jordan, the first three-year
black graduate of Central High, experienced isolation rather than severe physical
harassment. "...People went to the next level of hostility and that was no talking, no
interaction."

Throughout the tumult of the crisis and the media exposure, Central continued to
be a symbol of academic excellence. Central has a long tradition of providing the largest
number of National Merit scholars in the state and also produced the state's first black
Rhodes Scholar, Roosevelt Thompson.

MAGNOLIA OIL COMPANY

You are standing in a service station built for the Magnolia Petroleum Company
of Texas in the 1920s. Called the "Southwest" model, this station in Little Rock was
identical to the Houston, Texas station pictured in the photo on the right. Magnolia Oil
owned stations in Texas and Arkansas.

The Magnolia Petroleum Company was one of many regional oil companies
owned by Mobil Oil Corporation. Founded as Vacuum Oil Company of Rochester, New
York by Matthew Ewing and Hirman Everest in 1866 the company became a subsidiary
of John D. Rockefeller's Standard Oil Corporation of Ohio in 1879, and later a part of the
Standard Oil Trust. In response to a 1911 Supreme Court decree against monopolies, the
Standard Oil Group was broken into thirty-four companies. One of the successor
companies, Standard Oil Company of New York (SOCONY), acquired full interest in the
Magnolia Petroleum Company of Texas and some other regional oil companies before
merging with the Vacuum Oil Company (another former member of the Standard Oil
Group) in 1931.

As Socony-Vacuum the company led the way in pioneering lubricants and new
energy sources. The name changed to Socony Mobil Oil Company in 1955, Mobil Oil
Corporation in 1966 and Mobil Corporation in 1976.

In the late 1950s, this station featured Mobil and Magnolia signs to capitalize on
regional and national brand identification. When Central High Museum, Inc. purchased
this property to use as a Visitor Center, Mobil Foundation assisted in restoring the
exterior of the station to its 1957 appearance. Mobil’s Corporate Archives supplied the
architects with the original specifications for the vintage signage, the paint scheme and
the gas pumps.
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BACKGROUND

Littke Rock Central High School (-Central™) was built in 1927 and
wits the Lirgest school in the nation until the late 1940's. The five
story structure sits on 16.5 acres, providing educational facilities 10
more than 1,800 students and a faculty of 113. most with advanced
degrees. Central is one of the largest high schools in the siate of
Arkansas and the only one located in Litle Rock’s inner citv. Offering
13 advanced placement courses, the school has educated three
generations of community leaders in Linte Rock and served as an
educational base for many “famous™ Arkansans. In a survey
conducted by the College Board-published magazine “College Prep”,
deans and directors of admission at 33 most selective colleges and
unversities in the nation cited Central as one of the top ten public
high schools for providing ~outstanding preparation for highly
selective college admission.” Over the past decade Ceniral has
produced approximately 10% of the stte of Arkansas™ National Merit
Semi-finalists. A Central graduaie was named a Rbodes Scholar in the
1980's and a Presidential Scholar was selected from each of three
recent classes: 1991, 1992 and 1993.

In September 1957, Centrai High School became one of the most
powerful symbols of the Civit Rights Movement as President Dwight
D. Eisenhower ordered federal roops to protect and escon nine
Alrican American students into the school against the then State of
Arkansas Governor Faubus™ orders prohibiting the integraiion of the
Cuty of Little Rock’s flagship school. As the site of the 1957
Integration Crisis, the Central High event has been ranked as one of
the “Ten Most Lmportant Events in African-American History.”

The integration of Central High School demonstrated the right 10
equal educational opporntunities. Central High School was indelibly
etched into America’s history of the struggle for rcial equality and
educational opportunities. Indeed, it symbolizes a defining moment
in the history of all Americans. [t was then and there that the cfforts
of nine black children to enter Central High School led to historic
confrontation and. in its resolution, fulfillment of the Constitution's

promise of equal rights under the law for all people.

THE PARTNERSHIP TODAY

As u first step toward implementing a full public-private
partnership for the restoration of this historic landmark, a Central
High School Museum foundation has been established. Organized by
the Greater Liule Rock Chamber of Commerce, and supported by a
grant from the Mobile Corporation, the museum and a visitor cenier
will tell the story of Central High Schoot and its integral role in
Americu's Civil Rights Movement. Arkansas has long failed 1o
recognize the significance of Central High, perhaps due to fear or
embarassment. The time has come o embrace the significance of
Ceniral High School — to creae from it a living memorial to the pain
that was endured. and the evenual triumph of the human spirit that
was born of those events.

As a follow-up to the foundation, the Citv of Little Rock has
established @ nonprofit organization to manage public-private
partnership proceeds. The nonprofit organization has a fundraising
priority of $8 million from the public and private sectors. Cities all
around Litle Rock — Dallas. Memphis, Atlanta, Birmingham. Selma
— have received international recognition for wrning sites of
tumultuous historical events into positive, educational destinations.
We believe it is time for Linle Rock 10 do the same — by creating a
muscum and visitor center at Central High.

The effects of this project will rehabilitate and restore Central High
School's infrastructure, preserve this monument to racial equality and
lay the foundation for rebuilding the community at-large to compete
effectively in the next century.

The city embrices the mission of Central High along with the staff
and student body and is committed to restoration of this imporant
landmark. We have a responsibility to leave a heritage for the voung

people of Little Rock — and future generations.

For additional information and opportunities to participate in

Central High projects please call us at 501-371-4510.

]
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The need for environmental planning is greater today than in the past because of the differences
in human values and in the increased awareness and expectations about the environment that
many societies have today. The greater size and technological complexity of the modern city
also contribute to the need for environmental planning.

We are conscious about the environment and are striving to implement programs that are
environmentally sensitive. We are committed to evaluate the potential impacts that a proposed
action, such as a new highway, rail system or airport, will have on the natural and built
environments of our City.

The City has established a partnership with Rebuild America, a national energy conservation
program, in an effort to provide economic growth, the creation of jobs, reduce operating costs
and improve environmental quality for Little Rock. Central High has been identified as one of
the areas in need of renovation and retrofitting to implement energy efficient programs that will
conserve energy as well as protect the environment. Preservation of this landmark is important;
it is a symbol of one of the most turbulent and culturally significant periods in American history.
We believe preservation of this vital landmark plays an important role as we strive to compete in
the global marketplace.



Transportation needs in the City are diverse and cross many boundaries. It is recognized that the
relationship between transportation and land use is especially important. The environment,
transportation systems and land use patterns all interact, with changes in one of these parts
producing changes in other parts.

In an effort to strengthen urban transportation, an intermodal transportation system 1s being:-
planned consisting of a light rail system connecting the Central. High area with Historic Districts,
the business district, and the River Market district. This mode of travel will enhance the City’s
ability to provide transportation and facilitate the movement of people between activities
separated in space.

Signalization for the City’s vehicular transportation can be improved by adding a Signal System
Upgrade that would enable the City to maintain greater levels of system coordination and have
the necessary system support from long-term traffic control system suppliers and developers.
Coordination of joint projects with neighboring cities offer regional land use opportunities as
well. One project in particular is the River Project-Broadway Bridge Linking that would relieve
congestion and accidents. Another example of a regional project includes the construction of a
facility proposed to house traffic engineering and operations staffs from the Arkansas State
Highway and Transportation Department, the City of Little Rock and Pulaski County. This
facility will allow for quick response times in handling traffic incidents on the major roadways -
throughout the metropolitan area.

Another critical transportation land use area for Little Rock is the unique Slackwater Harbor
(“Harbor”) facility at the Little Rock Port Authority (“Port”). The Harbor is surrounded by a
500-acre industrial land site with Port railroad service extending just inside the property. The
particular cargos and industries which should be served at the Harbor area are heavy bulk cargos
which are best handled by rail and water barge and are worst handled by truck and highway
traffic. Development of an appropriate transportation system to handle increased capacity is an
excellent example of the transportation efficiency at the core of ISTEA legislation.



The emergence of new markets throughout South America, and the surge in demand for
American goods in Europe presents the mid-continent of the United States a rich export
opportunity. Manufacturing and transportation advantages developing in the U.S. mid-
continental states, particularly Arkansas, can respond with the efficiency needed for the United
States to be competitive in these opening markets. Furthermore, the capacity for growth in
Arkansas, in terms of land and people, guarantees the long-range endurance needed to integrate
the major economies of North and South America.

Central Arkansas is unique in this mid-continental development in providing deep-water port
access to four major railroads (Union Pacific, Southern Pacific, Burlington Northern and Santa
Fe) through the Little Rock Port Authority (“Port”). Furthermore, for manufacturing investment,
the Port is home to a 1,500 acre industrial park (already supporting 30 industries), its own short-
line switching railroad, river terminal operation and foreign trade zone service. Forming the
boundaries of the Port is an interstate highway, an International airport, a Slackwater Harbor
(“Harbor”) and the McClelland-Kerr Navigation System. The Harbor could easily be the
centerpiece for connecting the major production of this mid-continental efficiency to the deep
water ports of the United States Gulf Coast for export throughout the world. '

In addition to the manufacturing productivity, transportation efficiency, and intermodal facilities
at the Port, the City of Little Rock, and the region of central Arkansas, add an extra dimension
vital to the ability of increasing American export competitiveness. Little Rock has developed a
sense of vision and purpose that can sustain, fuel and support the optimal use of the infrastructure
described above. A truly internationally competitive intermodal export center can be developed
that could connect inland manufacturing productivity and heavy-cargo intermodal efficiency to
deep-water ports. This could be supported by a labor force developed out of several distressed
communities, including the Central High community, that in turn strengthens the local economy.
The leadership of the City of Little Rock is committed to this vision.



“Infrastructure is a big word. But what I’'m really talking about are better streets, better drainage
and better sidewalks. I'm talking about investing in the foundation of this City that makes both
commerce and quality of life possible. We must prepare for the 21st century.”

--Mayor Jim Dailey - State of the City Address - January 1, 1996--

To reinforce the importance of the City’s infrastructure, Mayor Jim Dailey appointed an
Infrastructure Task Force and charged it with developing a blueprint for Little Rock’s future.
The Task Force studied a variety of issues relating to the maintenance of the City’s capital assets
and made recommendations that, upon implementation, will address the infrastructure needs of

the City.

As the City embarks upon it’s comprehensive revitalization plan, Central High neighborhood
needs will be addressed. The vision of the infrastructure group is to preserve the existence of the
Central High area by developing public and private partnerships that maximize existing resources
and maintain an aging but adequate infrastructure.

There are seven primary categories of infrastructure improvements that have been carefully
inventoried and specific improvement projects have been identified. The categories include the
following areas: parking system, sidewalks, government information system, bikeways, arterial
roadways, local streets, storm drainage improvements and traffic signals.

Currently, the City must strengthen land use planning, while also embracing new technologies.
Also, to ensure proper coordination of these etforts key, entities in the community will be
involved in the long range planning effort.



Housing occupies a greater percentage of land in our urban areas than does any other use.

The housing owner:renter ratio in the Central High area is 25:75. One of our goals is to reverse
this ratio by improving infrastructure, sidewalks and developing affordable housing programs.
Housing is not just a local issue. It plays a role in the national economy and is a component of
national social policies. It is the City’s desire to create a Strategic Development Master Plan
which will serve as policy and provide guidance in the coordination of neighborhood public and
private economic, housing and community development efforts through 1997 and into the next

century for Little Rock.

"Objectives of the plan would include the development of a comprehensive rehabilitation program
which would incorporate - a mixture of incentives, subsidies and disincentives designed to
encourage ownership and discourage displacement, i.e.; tax abatements and utility subsidies.
Another strategy is to encourage the conversion of large single-family homes to multi-family as a
way of increasing the overall density and reducing the unit cost of housing.. This, along with
other strategies, would help address the problem of deferred maintenance of older houses
especially where the owners are elderly or absentee. There is a clear desire to see a mixture of
developers involved in new construction: for-profit, not-for-profit and individual owners. We
recognize the need to provide a sound investment for all developers. Specific strategies include a
low-interest loan pool, restriction of multi-family units to scattered-site distribution, and the '
development of a comprehensive in-fill strategy.

The timing of this project is not coincidental, 1997 is an important year. Similar strategy
forrnation processes are occurring in other cities, states and regions to deal with new challenges
brought about by rapidly changing world, national, state and regional events. These economic
and social events and the strategies being developed to deal with them, also have great potential
to influence Little Rock’s communities and quality of life.



IRUNDINGY

Central High Neighborhood

1. Little Rock Central High School - Building Renovation Plan $8,000,000

A renovation plan for historic, Little Rock Central High School has been completed. The plan includes preservation
of the structure, building facades, internal systems, plazas and walkways. The final product will result in a modern
resource center for education while providing opportunities for visitors to experience a picce of American history.

2. Pedestrian and Vchicle Transportation Plan $6,000,000

This plan calls for evaluation of all residential, collector and arterial streets as well as a thorough engineering study.
Alternative modes of transportation such as transit and bikeways will be designed and constructed to link key
elements of the community to neighborhood commercial areas and downtown. The final element of the plan will be
the evaluation of existing alleys, streets, public rights-of-way and other public lands to determine if they could be
vacated and redesigned for more useful purposes.

3. Public Transit Connection $47,000,000

Using Federal Transit Administration’s planning guidelines, cost estimates have been developed for a rail line
serving the Central High neighborhood, Museum, the Arkansas Children’s Hospital, the State Capitol, corporate
offices in the CBD, hotels, the River Market area and the newly designed River Cities Travel Center. About 2.5
miles of 2-way track would be laid to connect those important destinations. This service will have a connection to
the Convention Center, area hotels and will be compatible for connection to any extension of rail to the Little Rock

Regional Airport.
4. Public Safety Improvement Plan ‘ $1,175,000

This plan will create a unique and extraordinary public safety package of services and technology. Each residence
would be equipped with emergency public safety alert devices coupled with call devices located at strategic points
on public streets. High-tech crime watch programs will include a trained, volunteer, citizen neighborhood patrol.
Emergency Preparedness Teams will be established to work on emergency issues that may occur in the
neighborhood including counseling services in the event of a neighborhood problem, injury or fire.

5. Neighborhood Economic Development Plan ' $7,000,000

The economic development plan focuses on two primary issues: revitalization of neighborhood commercial areas
and employment needs of residents. A community economic development team, working with the Chamber of
Commerce, will complete a market analysis and implement actions to restore economic development activity in the
area, with an emphasis on minority owned businesses. An incentive package including grants and loans for
entrepreneurs will be developed to assist in the commercial development restoration. A Community Training and
Job Center will be established to assess skills and implement a training and employment development plan for each

person in the neighborhood.

-over-
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revitalizing a community’s economic base. The
structural decay of Central High and the
socioeconomic challenges facing Central and
other Little Rock neighborhoods, threatens to
imperil not only the quality of services such
institutions offer, but also the future
competitiveness of Little Rock and its citizens.

Using this historic school and the
surrounding neighborhoods as the springboard,
a comprehensive restoration effort has been
initiated to develop a strong and diversified
community that will address the housing,
transportation, education, energy and
environmental needs of Little Rock. This effort, in
turn, will establish a foundation that creates and
promotes economic opportunities for the City
now and in the twenty-first century.

This urban design model, necessary to
provide Little Rock §vith the abijlity to meet the
€conomic challenges’:of the next century and
compete in an interdependent world economy,
includes improvements in: housing, -
infrastructure, education, export/business
development, transportation,' and
energy/environment. With a growing high
technology industry base, including a
medical/bio-tech community and a well
developed telecommunications infrastructure,
Little Rock will seize the opportunities of the 21st

century by implementing proposed initiatives.

These are important times for America’s
cities, as local communities are seeking
innovative solutions to the challenges presented
by greater urbanization and global
competitiveness. Central to this effort are
priorities to reverse economic decline and to
promote healthy and vibrant neighborhoods that
form the foundation of economically viable
communities. In the search to develop policies
that address its challenges, Little Rock’s citizens
have chosen to focus on neighborhood
revitalization to leverage economic development
and create growth opportunities for its citizens.

-Little Rock is not alone in this effort. Many of
the challenges faced are shared by other
medium-sized cities throughout the U.S. Thus,
implementing Little Rock’s strategic priorities and

achieving its goals will serve as a model for

. medium-sized cities to thrive and prosper in the

next century.

An example in Little Rock of how this
challenge will be met is Central High School. A
landmark symbol of the Civil Rights Movement,
Central High plays an important role in
American History. In 1996, the National Historic
Trust identified the threat to the historical
significance of Central High School and the
consequences for this school if the economic
deterioration continued unchecked. Institutions

like Central High School create a rationale for
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