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Office of the
General Secretary

National Council of the Chut

June 2, 1997

Ms. Lynn Cutier
The White House

Fax Communication: (202) 456-2896

Dear Lynn:

Would that I had more ti

8,9,10 - the first anniversary of the Burned Chlﬂ
leave time for little else. I am sending along som
the subjects mentioned in our phofie conversatiop.

NCCUSA 0GS

to put into th

is task, but the events of June
ches Project -- are upon us and
thoughts that seem to address

As promised, I am also serjding the AmiJ s Brief we filed with regard to

Proposition 2("3 in California and have included & copy of the policy statement on

1984,

Please give the President

y best regards

racial justice aclopted by the governing board of $he NCCCUSA, November 10,

and let him know that I will pray

for this speech that he may find the right words to say to a nation in need of

healing.

JBC:db

475 Riverside [rive © Room 880 o I\iew York, NY 16

Most sincerely,

r'lle-OOSO ° 212.870-2141 » Fax 212.870-2817

- @002

ches of Christ in the USA
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Some Thoughts On Racial Reconuhat:on And Racial Justice

From rry standpoint, the is
our unity as Gnd’s people. This is
nation’s sacred vision. Our unjon
toward a more: perfect union. feo
understand thei the nation’s so
moral vision. Spiritually we w)
prejudicial attitudes and unjust
ourselves. In the words of a wi
moral term.”

The bnght hope and bo
republican deniocracy is predic
Independence hotding that “ali
of hesitation ir our republic’s |
history of raciem. At the close
essential need for racial reconclfi
inherent in the founding docun
Independence.

Coincident with that val
the Christian faith = which, of ¢
Gospel of Christ holds that the;
Drawing from Iebrew prophes
down like waters and righteous
These values held by the faith dp
in the civil rigkts movement ang i

Respecting the differen
in our society, we are still able
together to achieve our commq
has been a quintessential examyj
each informed by its own value
society and all her peoples.

0

Dr. Martin Luther King
bends toward justice.” The Bu
enabling the faith community, the
persons of goodl will to work teiget
hallmark is justice and peace.

sue of race mL st be put in the larger context of
both the faithibased promise and our own

s not yet perf ect. We must continue to work
ple of color arid white Americans must come to

1ig at stake. Kacral injustice violates a coherent

| afl be stronger if we can but rid ourselves of
ehavior. We are Lo love our neighbors as

e Rabbi, “neughbor is not a geographic term, it is a

d promise of the Amencan experiment in
ted on the words of the Declaration of

1are created qual " The most significant point
history hasibeen our particular and peculiar

f the 20" Century there remains an important and

onin ordeq tg restore the values and claims
5 of the natijon[ in particular, the Declaration of
i

held so dea:rly by our nation is the value held by

uzse, helps to shape the American ethos, The

s neither Jew nor Greek, male nor female...”
"hristian valueg teach “that justice must roll

ess like an ever ﬂowmg stream.” (Amos 5:24)

|
unity havg: deeply influenced our involvement

orm us stilr.

and differentiated roles of church and government

ote where our values are coincident and work
als. The Burned Churches Rebuilding Project

e of the ways in which Government and Church,
might work in tanden for the betterment of

| Noted that_E the “arc of history is long, but it
ect‘ Churches Project has been significant in

epartments of justice and treasury, and
her in the common goals of a society whose

[
i
|
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Joan Brown Cuampbell : :
Thoughts on r-acial reconciliati bn i
Page 2

We are: a people who p dge allegiance to “‘one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justjce for all”. Inahenable rights and human freedom
are our stock in trade. Our draamiis one of unity — “we hold these truths to be self
evident, that all are created equjal and endowed by the Creator with certain
inalienable rights — the right tollife; hbeﬂy and Lﬂe pursuit of happiness.”

Our national dream, ou na'nonal vision 1s[ rooted in the Biblical injunction
to be the one pople we are called!to be. Our best view of who we might be has
deep roots in religious faith and Biblical images of divine intent and human
possibilities. i this America, if is env1510ned that government would promote the
common welfare and secure th blessmg of liberty for all. The dignity and worth
of every person would be protected as a matter of policy, not just a matter of
piety, and each person’s potentjal would be dcveioped to the fullest.

Perhaps Vaclav Havel, the &'ormer prec.ldelnt of the former Czechoslovakia,
put it best in a book he has writen: ‘called Summer Meditations. He speaks of the
moral origin of all genuine politics 'When he says, “In the last analysis, it is not
power that malters but values, gecency, reason, responsibility, sincerity, civility,
tolelrance.” Fizedom-loving piople everywhere lowe Vaclav Havel a lasting debt
of gratitude ancl admiration forjwhat he has donel to define the basis of liberty. He
sums up our current situation this way:

I
“The worst of it all is tHat we live in a spoiled moral envxronment
We havs become morally ill because we are used to saying one thing
and thinking another. We have leamed not 10 believe in anything,
not to care about each gther, to worry oq’ly about ourselves. The

concepts of love, friend th, mercy. humlhty or forgiveness have lost
their depths and dimensjons, and for many of us they represent only
some sart of psychologjcal cunosny or they appear as long-lost
wanderers from faraway times, somewhat ludicrous in the era of
computers and space sh ps.',_.

But maybe it was Thomas Jeffe son Who has the \Nord for us. It was Thomas

Jefferson who said, “Indeed I tremble for my country chn I reflect that God is just.” 1
think Jesus weeps for us this day. He
dreams deferred. And Jesus would say
you people, with your dreams of liberty
you had only recogniz:d the things tha
eyes. How do we operi the eyes of the
And how, indeed, do vwe form a more §

eeps for us for our broken promises and for our
tous, even as he did to the people of Jerusalem, if
and life and happiness and equality and justice — if
make for peace, but are now hidden from your
blmd? How do we heal the wounds of the nation?
erfect union.

@oo4
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It was no accident that it was lﬁEthe shadow of the cross, in the face of danger and

death and despair, that Jesus prayed fc
would be very difficult for us to grasl:
of disillusion, despair nnd disunity we

everywhere in all times and in all plac|

unity. Jesus knew that by our very nature it
the vision of oneness. Yet, even today in the midst
an know that we have no less than the Lord of

history praying for us, and calling us ﬂ% come to the table that is set for all God's children

I am reminded of a simple sto‘;f , a true story which perhaps will say something to

hild in Cleveland, Ohio, at an African Methodist

you as it did to me. It is about a little
Episcopal Church, anc perhaps it will:

It was communion Surday for the cor)

pastor was a 74 year cld activist. a mg

erve to lllumine the darkness of doubt and despair.
regation in a riot-torn area of Cleveland. The
tor and a teacher to me, who, in his retirement,

serves a small and struggling ghetto church. He asked me if I would come forward and
celebrate the feast of life with him. Atﬁ:as ready. And the people came. Out of the

corner of my eye I sav a little girl abenit

child-mother in tow. Meither of theml

three years old running down the aisle with her
ew very much about the protocol of church

rituals. The little girl same boldly bef

She looked at me with those big brow

e me and put her hands together in front of me. I

eyes and said in a voice that the whole

placed the bread in her hand and said|| Eﬁ.‘her, “This is the body of Christ, broken for you.”

congregation could hear, “For me?” i

And either that is true or it is
do everything in our prwer to remove
children from reaching their God- gwel
to be a more perfect union. Itis for th
to lay to rest the great danger broug,ht
and prejudice and whatever else may
taken away and that we may be of one
and peace and faith ani love.

d I said to her, “Yes, sweetheart, for you.”

errible hoax. Ifit’s true, then God is calling us to
he obstacles that keep that child and all God’s
ripotential. It is for these that we struggle
irs that we pray that-God will give us grace

upon us by our unhappy divisions; that all hatred
linder us from a godly union and concord may be
heart and mind, united in one holy bond of truth

@oos
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RATIONAL COUNCIL OF mz CHURCHES OF CHRIST IN THE U.S.A.

475 Ri{verside Dzive
Nevw Yc)frk, Nev York, 10115

POLICY STATEMENT ON RACIAL JUSTICE
(Adcpccud by the C:o‘vf'erning Board November 10, 1984)

DRFINITIONS .

P%udice s a personall attitude towards other people based on s
cate n gwemuant about their physical characteristics, such as race

or ethnic origin.

Racism is 1mcial pre]udice plus power. Racism is the intentional
or unintentional ure of power to isolate, separate and exploit others.
Thiz use of power is based on a belief in superior racial origin. identity
‘'or supposed raclal characteristics. Racism confers certain privileges on
and defends the dominant group, which in turn sustains and perpetuates
racism. Both coniciously and: unconsciously, racism is enforced and
meintained by the legal, cultural, rehg'xous educanons.l economic, politi-
cal and military institutions ol societies. _

Rachm is oiore than jus.t a personal attitude; it is the insti-.
tutionalizead form ¢:f that atntu'de

Institutions] Racism is ona of the ways organizations and struc-
tures gerve to preserve wnjustice. Intended or not, the mechanisms and
function of thege antities create a pattern of raciel injustice.

Racism is one ef severul sub-gsystems of domination in the modern
world. It Interacts with thes¢ other sub-systems to produce broad
patterns of oppresuion and exploitation that plague the world. Among
these sub-gystems are class arid sexual oppression. Women who are
victimized by racisin face a compound burden. They not only have to
deal with. oppression due to their racial origin or identity, but they are
glse confronted wiih economic and political exploitation and oppression
based on thelr gox and/or class.

RACISM IN U.S. HISTORY

The United States has prided itself on its grounding in religious
values, especially its founding: claim that "all [people] are created
equal.® Yet historically it has uncritically placed a priority on being .
white, male and Erglish- speam‘ng.

6.5 -1
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Historieally, people of European ancestry hove controlled the
overwhelming mafority of the:financial resources, institutions, and levers
of power. Racism in the United States can therefore be defined &s white
recism: racism ns promulgatied and sustained by the white majority.
White racism is riot peculiar (o the U.S.; it permeates much of the
worid.. The comylete dominance and institutionalization of white racism in
the United State: make "reverse racism" nearly impossible because the
victims of racism lack power..

The colon|sts who invided North America came with some pre-
conceived notions of economic exploitation and white superiority. They
institutionalized racism by thée ereation of dual economic, eduecsational,
social and political systems that made clear distinctions between
Europeans and Alricans, Aslins, Hispanies and Indigenous People. To
the colonist, life was significant only if it was of European ancestry.
Africang were enilaved, maimed, and killed. Asians and Hispanics were
peid low wages, imprisoned sid slaughtered. Indigenous People were
removed from their land and massacred.

From the carly colonial years through the westward expansion,
the general pattern of racial exploitation and oppression continued. This
wastward expansinn did not end at the Pacific Ocean; it continued on
with western impurialism extending to the Hawaiian Islands, the
Philippines, Samon, Puerto Rico, the Caribbean, and Latin America.
Even now racial exploitation i still clearly visible in U.S. international
policles and practices towards Africa, the Caribbean, Latin America, Asia
and the Pecific Islands and thie Middle Easz.

RACISM IN THE C'HURCH ' -

During the early colonial years and through the westward expan-
sion, in the U.S. the general pattern of mest Christian traditions was
either to condone, participate in and develop 8 religious rationale for
pacism, or to keep silent. Ydét, at polnts in U.S. history, some national
and local churches were exceptions to this pattern and championed the

' eall for equality, human rights and the dignity of all people.

) Within many of the deriominations, there have been prophetie - -
streams which hsve advanced the cause of justice in the face of slavery,
racial segregation, religious iritolerance, racial violence and human
suffering. At other times the church has been silent in the face of
appalling injustice. For example, some congregations joinied the under-
ground railrosd ta rescue Africans from slavery while other congre-
gations profited fi-om slavery.. During World War II, when Japanese-
Americans were imprisoned in ‘concentration camps, only a few Christian
communions publicly protested. Some individual Christians, however,
assisted in the resettlement of Japanese-Americans after the war.

At the nativnal level, Christian denominations have recently falled
to give adequate support to immigrants who are victims of racism, espe-
clally those who huve migrated to the U.S. to escape political and eco-
nomic oppression. A sign of lhiope has been that some churches have
offered sanctuary to victims of persecution from Central America.

26.5 - 2
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However. despite thel significant involvement of some Christian
denominations in attempting ito combat racism. racial injustice still
continues in both the church and society. Christians must no longer
assume that raciul justice is:a matter of overcoming individual attitudes
and personal bigntry, nor thiat well-intentioned and non-racist attitudes
can, in and of themselves, céffectively eliminate racism. Christians must
acknowledge that. despite their good intentions, religious and societal
structures, institutions and systems can and do perpetuate racism.

They must confess that by ifs style of organization and management the
white institutionil church exc..ludes those who are vietims of racism.

‘Since the 1960's many' Christmn communions have entrusted racial
justice work to commissions. .committees, caucuses and departments.
These institutional structures have grappled with the issues of the
injustice and viclence inflicted upon the victims of racism. They have
defended victims of racially motivated crime and unjust court proceed-

 {nga, rallied against hate groups Such as the Ku Klux Klan and neo-
Nezis, and suppcrted public pohcies that promote justice for the victims
of raclsm. .

However, these commis[:sions. committees, causuces and depart-
ments have often been ineffeitive in dealing with those systems and
structures that perpetuyate racism in the church and in society. Some-
times these mechinisms have even contributed to the perpetuation of
those racist institutions and structures that they seek to eliminate. The
bureaucracy of structures 1o 'eliminste racism has "pigeon-holed" racial
justice concerns rather than allowing them to become a part of every
aspect of church life. This compartmentalization of raeial justice econ-
cerns has regultec in the perieption that racial justice is a concern only
for a special interest group, and an understanding of racism is often
sbsent from.the analysizs of related issues such as peace, hunger. eco-
nomics, global concerns and church life.

. What the ehurch needs:- today is a new analysis and approach to
cambatting racism. This approach must begin with rthe recogmition of the
systemic nature o! racism and'its inter-connections with other structures
of oppression. We must also emember that the nature of racism evolves
a8 systematically ns our attempts to eliminate it.

|

Today there is very uﬁtle evidence of any dramatic improvement
in institutional effurts to combiat racism. because very few churches can
see the racism implicit in their own structures. If it is to be effective
in creating racial justice, the church must examine its own structures
and determine the extent to which those structures contribute to the
perpetuation of racism. i

An examinauon of racxsl-1 in church structures should include the
following concerns:

| .
(1) The ccmtinued unwvillingness of the church and saciety to be
open. inclunive, and accessible to everyone.

(2) The atrundance of %theologica.l statements calling for racial
justice without demonst:r;ating it, words without deeds.
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(3) The Ilmlure to inﬂ'lude in seminary curricula courses reflect-
ing the theological perspectives of racial ethnic and Third World
peoples: snd the fmlmre of seminaries and religious schools to

geek out quahﬁed facmlty who themseives are vietims of racism.

(4) The lock of unde|rstandlng by individual elergy and lay

persons ol the da.magu and devastation caused by racism and
discrimingtion. i
(5) The nnawareneem! in the white community that racism dehu-
menizes the oppressorts as well as the oppressed.

(8) The inadequacy -;:f annual reporting on racial jﬁsﬁce pro-
grees. '

{7} The fallure of lotal churches and judicatories to follow up on
racial justice efforts, and the encouragement of this failure by
national luadership .

(8) The ‘Lnadequacy sf the funding allocated for racial justice
programs. ! Lo

. | :

(9) - The sbsence of race and power analyses in the discussion of
soclal conierns and theu- related issues such ss women, youth,
the aged, peace, labcr rural and urban realities, economic
developmaent, U.S. internatxonal policy, domestic and global
missions. B _

° ‘I‘hereforee, the Natiorial Couneil of the Churches of Christ in the
U.S.A. commits itself to begin arid sustasin a comprehensive strategy that {
will angage the rommitment and participation of church leaders and
members in the following areas:

Theolou

_ Scripture affirms our| oneness. The distinetions and similarities
of theologiceal interpretation |within the family of God must be apprec-
fated. In welcowing racial and ethnic diversity within our Christian
churches, we must learn to [share our beliefs and traditions, some of
which are blessud with unique cultural perspectives. No longer can we
accept only one dominant thuology which fails to recognize the value of
the theologies of others. Wa worship one and the seme God in an en-
riching varlety of ways.

Structure !

For the necessary transformation of our structutes racial ethnic
peoplie and thel; efforts mu“t be seen as critically important bv the
entire church. We must offer access and options for full participation
-and representation to ull people throughout the life of the church, es-
pecially in its institutional jtructure. Positions of leadership, authority,
responsibility, decision andipolicy-making and implementation should be .
entrusted to African Amenc'ans, Asian Pacific Americans, Hispanics and
Latin Americans and Indigenous People. Racial ethnic executives must
be treated as professional peers by their white colleagues.

26.5 - &
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Tokenism has been evident in two forms in previous attempts to
achieve racial Lalance. First, candidates heve been chosen through
arbitrary methads by the v.l_hite leadership without consulation with the
respective racial ethnic leadership or membership. Racial ethnic people
should participate in the process of determining which persons can be
ef{ective represientatives Ioi;: the entire church as well as for their own

communities. 7hose chosen| should also be responsive and ‘accountable to

their respective communities.

Seemnd,. the presencs of racfal ethnic people has not necessarily
meant that they were a.noweeild to exercise authority or to participate as
equals. There is also continuing evidence of negative reactions through-
out the church when racial ethnic women and men are selected for lead-
ership positiona. In the face of any backlash, the church must stand

_firm and remain true to the \Gospel.

Although we laud the\ development of raciasl ethnic departments,
commissions and cgucuses, ve are dismayed by the sporadic nature of
the theological, {inancial. arid political support they have received and
perfunctory acknowledgement that has been given them by the leadership
of the church. Clearly, the|ostensible "liberalism" of the church has
not reduced raciym within its sdministrative, operational or programmatic
life. Only as our institutions, their employees and leaders begin to
reflect openly and honestly on the diversity of our communities will we
be able to transform our chu'rlrches into more inclusive cammunities of
God.

Stewardship

Ristorically, the gathet.dng' and sharing of church resources on
the nationel, tegional and local levels have stigmatized racial -ethnic
communities, churches and congregations by viewing these communities
&s "misslon™ churches. We affirm the inclusion of racial ethnic people in
the memdership of stewardship committees, directorates and councils so
that they may help determine jnetr strategies, policies and prierities for
the flnancial sustenance of the total church. We call for rscial ethnic-
owned and-operated companies to be included as suppliers for services
and products purchased by tlie NCCC and its member communions.

Personnel

institutional racism continues to enforce racist decisions in the
hring and firing practices of :I:ur communions. We must take active and
deliderate steps ta reshape the systems and so eliminate the attitudes
and policies that sustain racial| prejudice. We must also respond accerd-
ingly to personnel staff gbour their culpability.

We commit cur:elves to \:levelop and adhere to affirmative action
Pollcies for the recr - ment anc placement of personnel at all levels as an
effective means of m..~ancing the quality and caliber of the professional
8nd pnstorsl staff in our mission fields and of providing racially-balanced
and truly tneclysive leadership.| We also affirm the intention of
afflrmative action policies in the development of opportunities for profes—
slonal nnd leadership advancement, ordination. high official positions,
and ropresentation in ecumenicdl and interfaith forums.

|

26.5 - 5
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Comtunicaton } !

Our churches use satcllite transmissions, videotapes, computers
ané high~speed word-procesdors. As sophisticated as our communica-
tions have becoms., we have yet to become as conscientious about in-
vaiving racial ethnic Chnstizuns in the mformauon-gathenng and-
disseminating pwrcesses of oulr faith communities. They have also.given
very little opportunity to spokespersons from recial ethnic communities in
the flow of inforination, pax'tllcularly in areas of image and stereotype
clarification, raciul justice istues and responses to the church at large.

We, thereflore, commit | ourselves actively to engage all of God's
-people in the communiesation process and in the production of our reli-
glous measages. We alsn call| for the crestion of interracial dialogues and
forums for the discussion of mll church issues and the special concerns
y of our diverse cqinmunities, uo that we can lesrn to speak to each other
honestly and listun to one amather sincerely in order to dialogue effec-
quy. |

In gddidon, to help mlsure better communications, we call for the
inclusion of racial ethnic personnel and communities on mailing, sub-
scription and survey lists and in church-sponsored communications skills
training.

Education

The educational proces Is and the development of educational
materiais are intepral parts of our churches' faith develoepment and
application. While much of our religious education has focused on ,
Christian nurture, evangelism, ministry end missions of social concern,
our curriculum dewvelopers have utilized very little of the available
scholarship, Utersture, and rksearch done by racial ethnic people, and
the texts and educational methods developed by victims of racism have
been ignored. Our educanomil materials still contain racist images and
graphics, negative stereotypes;, and critical "omissions” of accurate .
portrayals, descrijptions and histories of the diverse communities in the
U.S. and in the “Third World j Also, concepts which perpetuate racial
injustice remain unchecked, such as teaching the oppressed that justice
will come through patience and tolerance. In the context of the struggle
- for racial justice, such "patience® and "tolerance” can be negative and
patronizing. Therefore, we call upon the churches to educate their
membership about how these concepts are seen from the perspective of
the oppressed.

We afflrm the need to be extremely sensitive to the content of
educational materials. We commit ourselves to an on-going assessment of
these materials for negative afhd exclusivist content, racial stereotypes
and demeaning graphics and terminology. In order to guarantee greater
accuracy in these materials, we call for the emp'._Vment of racial ethnic
people in the educational dwdions offices and commissions: and for the
enrichment of their products by the inclusion of scholarship and academ-
ic experttse from civerse communities. We also affirm educational pro-
grams, seminars, workshops sad curricula which focus on the elimination
of racism in the church, and we urge that they be made an integral part
of all church life instruction for clergy and lsity, leadership and general
membership, including all age \groups.

26.5 ~ 6
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We also call the attention of the church to the racism developing
within the network of denominationally-based schools and private fun-
dementalist "Christian" elementary. secondary, and post-secondary insti-
tutions particularly in thesel schools’ admissions policies, curriculum
content, religious and educational values. and methods of instruction.
we commit ourselves to momtor these schools and make public
pronouncements about their ‘racism until they remove those conditions
and change their policies and programs.

Seminaries and Schooﬂs of Thealogy. Religion

I recism {8 to be el.inrgumated from the hearts and minds of people
of faith, the transformation of seminaries and schools of theclogy and
religion is criticel. The various theologies of racial ethnic communities
need to be intentionally integrated into the content of the curriculum and
the metheds of {nstruction. |We need to be mindful of the fact that a

, majority of the fuculty of these institutions is white male. There are

only a few womer with tenur¢ or in distinguished posts. We can no
longer “"ghettoize” racially diverse theologies, such as Black theology, or
new developments which ong-dnate from different communities or coun-
tries,. such as Uteration theollogy, into curricula that are only tentatively
or tenuously funded or supparted. We affirm the integration of various
Christian theclogi#s and faith!- -development histories into the eommon pool
of esteemed religinus thought:

This is nol to say that special programs or racial ethnic theologi-
cal centera shouldl de abandoned but rather that the schelarship accred-
itation end funding granted t@ them should be equal to other important

° programs. We call for increased financial commitment and support to

T e B &

secure the futuren of these ctitically important centers.

We affirm that the transformation of seminaries, schools of theolo-
g€y and religion will become evident with the inclusion of racial ethnic
people as directors, trustees, |faculty members. professors and adminis-
trators. We alse afflrm that mtenSWe recruitment is necessary so that
access to these ingtitutions anid many other ministeriel trmning oppor-
tuniues wm be avuuilable to all| people.

Church Deviejopment

We x-egard church deve opment as a fundamental process of our
communion and congregational admmstratmn Critical decisions are made
by chuzrch leaderslilp on the 1ucal regional and national levels about the
location for new church development and timelines and metheds for
budlding sanctuaries, increasingf membership, establishing capital, and
securing financial sustenance. | Historically, many white congregations
have had the money and power| to decide when and how to buijld their
churches, but this has not beem the case with racial ethnic congre-
gations, many of witiom were crirated as "missionary" enterprises or
through racial isolation, They |have struggled to maintain their churches
despite the unrealistic standards and criteria based on the white church

Model established and adhered io by denominational church development
agencfes. We call for the devvlopmenz of racial ethnic churches on the

basis of their own 1ealistic expectations, guidelines and financial needs.
In the planning of new churchels that may include a significant racial
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ethnic membership, communions should consult with and inveolve rep~
resantglives of that racial q‘thnic constituency. Communions should also
consult with other communians and faith commuanities. particularly tradi-
tionally Black churches. to |determine the impact of new church develop-
ment in their districts, synods, parishes and conferences, thereby

:itfgming the prncess of self-determination among racial ethnic commu-
ties,

A8 growing racial ethnic communities and the influx of immigrants
and refugees bring about significant changes in .the racial demographics
of urban center: and adjoining suburbs, churches are being challenged
to creatie new ccung:egations\ar reshape the old. In cases where two or
more congregations share the same building. we still see "landlord-
tenant” relationsiups, “we-and-they" perceptions, and resistance to open
dialegue or sherlng of resom‘?rces. We must think about new options for
a more inclusive church as we develop and welcome models for pluralistic
congregations. niinistries. worship and fellowship.

To becoma a more hazmonous, inclusive and caring community of
faith, we call upsn our communions to commit themselves to be more
{ntentional, creative and resourceful in the nurturing of new churches .
and the cultivatizn of the oldl.

Evangelistu

Historically some churiches have misused the Great Commission to
*Go into all the world..." (Matthew 28:19) by ignoring racial ethnic
differences. Others have be.vilan faithful to its witness, and new methods
of evangelizing hiive celebrated the diversity of the human community.
We applaud these efforts and) recognize that evangelism at its best is
Good News embociled in language. religious experiences and cultural
expressions. This Good Newls liberates people from the evils of op-
pression and suffering. We Affirm that none are whole in the body of
* Christ until the gifts of all sice appreciated and respected.

We comﬁlit ourselves te authentic evangelism that is a reflection of
the wholeness of the gospel ind the wholeness of God's people.

Membership and Church Life

Full and purticipatory |membership among churches must be ex-
tended to all peopile of faith. | We call upon our church communions to
regmove official memnbership categories and implied classifications that are
based on color and ethnicity and that denote lower status in the church.
They should not ullow administrative and operational policies or practices
to be arbitrarily used as meaiures to preclude the presence, participa-
tion and membership of racial ethnic people in church life.

Local Churuzh

New optione for fellowship and partnership among churches must
be pursued. We can no longer permit the isolation within a communion
of congregations that are racially different from the dominant member-
ship. Nor should superficial or artificial relationships exist between
ethnically different congregations. We call for new covenantal relation-
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ships and genuine friendships in the interest of an inclusive and
plu.rallstic church. To this eJnd we encourage intentional interracial and
inclusive intra-church dialogues, joint-action projects., ecumenical ana
interfaith forums. :

Homeland nnd Global Mission

Our globai and domestic mission structures need continual trans-
formation when they are found to include racist or unjust patterns or
practices. Today there is an|increase in proselytizing of racial ethnic
people in the U.S. and in the Third World by missionaries who denigrate
or ignore the peoples’ own thd'ologues or faith traditions. We strongly
urge that miseionuries from racial ethnic communities be recruited and
employed. We affirm that the| dignity of all people must be reclaimed
through their empowerment anc liberation, and we encourage the devel-
:opment of a two-way mission process to eliminate paternalistic giver-
receiver assumpticns that have been insidiously ingrained within the
misgion tradition. We furtherlafﬁrm that the white community needs
Christian misslon us much as the Third World.

Church-Sty;mLorted Inst.f.tutions

" Our health and welfarel institutions and programs (i.e. hospitals,
homes for the age:, child cari centers, outdoor camps, etc.) must also
. be free of racist policies and practices. We commit ourselves to include
these church-supported instityitions in our strategy for racial justice
along with community-based add church-supported projects.

RACISM IN SOCIETY

. Christlans share with ;eople of good will a deep concern for the
digniity of humankinad and a profound respect for the inalienable rights
with which we have been endc;Jwed by our Crestor, includi.ng l1fe. liber-
ty., and the pursult of happindss.

A responsih le soclety i-J one in which freedom and socaal respon-
gibility are practiced by all. 'l‘hose who administer justice and public
order and who hol¢l political authority or economic power are accountable
for {ts exercige to God and to {the people whose welfare is affected by
that authority or piower. The responsibility of the church is to call
attention to the injustices of s ociety and to empower the victims of
injustice in their siruggle agaiist the systems and individuals that
oppress them.

Since racism knows no boundaries and penetrates religious and
secular communities throughouv the world, we are compelled to monitor
its evolution and destructiveness in its entirety and create strong and
effective strategies for combau‘.mg it. As communications technology
allows us to be betier lnformed about racial abuses throughout the
..wox-ld our analysis of racism -nhould continue to show & more comprehen-
-sive understanding of the matrix of root causes. Therefore, we urge
our communions to challenge racism throughout society and to engage the
commitment and participation of church leaders and members in the
following areas:

26.5 - 9
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Global Racism - ' o

Through consultation? and reports of the World Council of
Churches' Progrimme to Combat Racism, and of the National Council of
Churches' Commission on Falth and Order and other units and '
commissions, the communions| have been informed about the many forms
of racism. Although other forms of racism exist, they do not command
the power of white racism. Racism is prejudice fed with a sense of
superiority. When these bellefs are combined with power in the
institutional structures contrblled by the white community, such as
palitics, economics, busmessl industry, education and religion, there
erises s formidatie union of oppressive political and economic systems
which can sustain the subordination of millions of people. Because

racism is a sin apainst God, we affirm our Cospel mandate to oppose any
rldat Bystem.

Clabal Polr.tical stems

Clven the division of lhe world among natlons. we support those
international programs and pdlicies which promote self-determination and
self-sufficiency for oppressed people and natons. We commit ourselves
to support people of Africa, Asia, Central and South America, the
Caribbean, the Mddle East ahd other areas that are struggling for
Uberation from puilitical systems that are maintained by racism,
calonialism, militarism and imperialism.

Militarism

Or seversal occasions:thie National Council of the Churches of
Christ in the U.S.A. has issued statements condemning the nuclear arms
race as & threat 1 the survival of humankind, and it has condemned
mdliteristic ventures in the Tl‘hrd World that have been encouraged or
cohdoned by the jlobal superpowers While affirming those statements,
we also urge our member comfiunions to devaote time and resources to
continue their peicemaking efiorts in directions that address in
particular the issues of conventional weapons and the wars fought with
them that continu+ to destroy|the Middle East, Africa. the Caribbean,.
the Philippines, Central America and other areas of the worid. We ac-
knowledge that an increasing number of U.S. racial ethnic youth are
being drawn into the armed firces against their personal convietiohs °
because of the lacik of educatibnal and employment opportunities in
civiian life. We commit ourselves to engage in efforts to provide alter-
native areas of employment anid educational funding for these youth,

Ecanamics

Global economic systems foster and perpetuate dependent econ-
omies, especially in the Third |World. The racism that feeds into and
results from this urrangement {{s both subtle and virulent. Decisions of
critical consequences for peop]f at the lJower end of the economic

spectrum are made in the whitp~dominated power structures from which
they sre systematically excludgd. Clearly the most victimized and eco-
nomically deprived people are Jrhird World women. They use limited
resources to produce the majority of food for their countries and are the
most exploited persons in the jabor arenas.

26.5 - 10
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Prices for raw materizls are generally set withoutl consultation
with the countries that produce them. Cheap labor is extracted f{rom
arees whose stability is maindained by "First World militarism." The
prices of manufactured goods| and even food are set by forces foreign to
the millions of people who muist live with those prices. It is morally
unjust to have milliens of pedple starving in Third World countries while
excess food rots in the store|houses of affluent white countries.

We urge ouir communions to join together in carrymg these con-
cerns to the governments and multinational corporstions which continue
to profit through racism and |oppress1on. We urge our communion invest-
ment boards to divest themselves of all interest in corporations which
continue to profit from racial Loppression. especially in South Africa. and
we urge the religious commun ty to share its concerns and perceptions
rega.rdmg U.S. international policies with elected officials.

While we aiknowledge ‘.he magnitude of humanitarian assistance
provided by the church community to people of the Third World, we
belleve that it is equally 1mp<x’rts.nt to uphold our prophetic responsibility"
to address the ront causes of|their suffering. We commit ourselves to

~ advocate with our brothers and sisters in the U.S. and in international
forums for progreins, policies|and international agreements which promote
self-determination and self-suffficiency.

RACISM IN THE VUNITED STATES

As we see the connection between global racism and racism in the
United States, we affirm that jour public and private treatment of all of
God's people gshould exemplify| not only our commitment to racial justice,
but also our vigiorn of an inclusive and caring society. Our strategies
should include resiignation frojn racist professional, civic, service and
sccial clubs; monitoring negative media stereotypes; and identifying
recist legislation &t all levels of government. Our publie proncuncements
and witness should elso include promotion and financial assistance for
rocial justice education, compdnsatery pregrams, fair and non-
discriminatory housing and laid rights. The following issues have been

selected on the beasis af their
commitment in theuse areas shoi
human life affected by racism.

Eeonomics «nd Employm

direct relationship to racial justice. But
3ld not exclude the many other areas of

ent

Economies {n the heart

of racism in the United States. We contin-

ue to challenge thase of the n
established right «f each and

ition's economic priorities which belie the
all to a job with an equitable wage. We

note that discriminatory practij*es and the precarious nature af the labor
market jeopardize mdequate ani substantial financial security for racial
cthnic people, whc continue to be the most adversely affected during
times of "economic crisis,” decfreases in government services and lsbor

mansgement disputus.

We plédge support for
8ggressive social, eeonomic,

a1]

he development and full implementation of
id employment policies that protect the
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econowic well-being and job security of all people. mindful of the partic-
ular economic insncurities facing racial ethnic people. In view of the
historic exclusion of racial ethnic people from full participation in soci-
ety, we call for intentional efforts by societal institutions to include
racial ethnic peorle in decisicn-making and leadership. We support
goals, Quotas, and other remedies of affirmative action when used as
minimum. but not maximum, measures of participation. We call for a
restructured economic system |bssed on a cooperative model in place of
current competitive and comparative models that promote profit at the
expense of others, (Acts 2:4@4) We commit ourselves to promoting the
ingtitutionalizatior. of an economic system ptremised on the ethical
principles of Justice, Participiition. and Sustainability.

Civil Rights

We suppor: the advanc
rights and {n equil opportuni
essential lberties guaranteed
tution against effurts to unde?
enti-racist efforts such as prqg
the civil rights of all people,

»s made in the area of civil and human
y. We also affirm the protection of the
by the Bill of Rights and the U.S. Consti-
mine them. We reiterate our commitment to
grams, policies and legislation that protect
their access to legal and social service,

and their full participstion in

We support a strong, i

whose members art genuinely
action and desegragation, and
is not lmpajred by regressive
vital process of euntinuing lisi
the Department of Justice and
justice. '

Education

h

this country's political process.

1dependent U.S. Civil Rights Commission
committed to racial justice, affirmative
whose vigilance in defense of civil rights
or partisan manipulation. We call for a
son between the Civil Rights Division at
citizen organizations working for racial

We believe {hat the nat

on should provide a system of quality .

education that is sccessible and affordable to all of its people. ' Since _
property-tax financing does ndt provide sufficient resources for public .
" education in many areas of thiy country. we call for new, more effective

wgys of flnancing public educajion.

Because of this societv's ethnic

diversity, we also effirm the dgvelopment and implementsation of multi-
cultural and muld-lingual education at all levels 1o meet the needs of
recial ethnic people and to pruinote greater understanding of racial

ethn.tg communities..
tionwide, we have determined

In assessing a variety of educational systems na-

hat many private schools. especially many.

of the so called "Curistian" acddemies, promote and practice racial

segregation. and instill racist vidue-systems in their students.

We find

this type of instruction antithefical to Biblical precepts and extremely

dangerous to the sccial and faith development of young people.

for the elimination of these ad

We commit ourselves to
and to press for the financial
system. We oppose al] efforts
educational options. services.

also commirt ourselves to the des

racist materials and curricula

We call
njinistrative and curriculum policies.

work for quality education for all people
resources necessary to support this vital
T.o diminish the delivery of a variety of
curricula, credentials and degrees. We
relopment, distribution and use of anti-

that not only provide insights into racial
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justice, but also emcourage pedple to unlearn racial stereotypes and to

work towards the climination o

Femily

We recogniie and deplo:
atereotyping and rncial diserim
in this soclety. W slso deplo
donately affect th¢ health and
ecantribute to the growing inf
ethnic communities. We advoc:
and preventive me:licine for al
provide support, 1esources, a:
variety of images and rolas wi

J

{ racism.

‘¢ the negstive impact that bigotry, racial
ingtion have on the quality of famjly life
‘e the economic indignities that dispropor-
wholeness of family members, and that
it-mortality rates especially within raeial
ite full access 10 hesglth care, nutrition,

. people. We also commit ourselves to

1d educational materials that clarify the
hin racial ethnic families in an effort to

correct the stereoiyypes and bijses that have distorted public perception,
eroded interpersonal relationshiips and destroyed family structures.

Vioclance anil the Administration’ of Justice

We sbhor ﬁ1.e pervasiv

ehess of violence in the U.S., and we are

particularly concernaed sbout tJle vioclence that is perpetrated agsinst

raclal ethnic comminities. We
cross of Jesus, 8 nymbol of re
the Ku' Klux Klan. We commit
- yesponding to the systemic genJ
tinue investigation of wiolence
enforcement agencies. We alse
the administration of justice ti
miscarriage of justice is being
the court systems oOr legal prox
and incarceration.

We pledge curselves to
violence in this nstion.

Immigrants and Refugeds

deplore the sinful appropriastion of the
ligious wholeness, for diabolical usage by
ourselves to continue analyzing and

wocide of racial ethnic peeple and to con-
by individyals, groups and even law
commit ourselves to continue monitoring
roughout the nation to determine if any
inflicted upon racial ethnic people through
sedures such as bail-setting, sentencing,

the eradication of the root causes of

We recogniue that the \
untary immigrants, with the e;
immigration policier: and practi
discriminatory. World problem
grations of people from one cc
another. As immijgrants and

;8. is a nation of voluntary and invol-
tception of Indigenous People. However,
res have historically been racist and

s and strife continue to cauge mass mi-
untry to another and from one continent to

1]efugees join us in the U.S., we affirm m_e

Judeo-Christian cunecepts of hiepitelity, assistance and asylum for the

stranger. We oppose the lack
and violence duriniz deportatic
for one group over another, &
end Salvadorans winen compard
fair and just immigration polic
the U.S. Constitution to immis
the racist and inhumane stigms

Media

The medis zhape our 1)
our perception of the world.

of due process protection; the brutality
n proceedings; and the political favoritism
uch as the recent treatment of Haitians

d with thet of Europcano. Wc support a
', the extension of rights guaranteed by
rants and refugees, and the removal of

s forced upon immigrants.

cughts, influence our decisions and alter
Because of technological advances, on one
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hand the media }ave enhanc q our understanding of ourselves and of the

condciously and unconsciousl

worid. and on the other tne{,

noncoverage, pour coverage. J

Motivated primarily by a des
in order to maximize their at

media tend to rellect and reij

racism in the laryrer society.

pecple.

have tended to lend themselves both

to the perpetuation of racism through
negative stereotypes and misinformation.
Te to appeal to popular tastes and interest
ractiveness to commercial advertisers, the
force existing feelings and attitudes of
Their capital-intensive structure has pre-

With tha grest influgnce exercised by the media in the modern .

cluded the entry at decision Jemakmg levels of all but a few racial ethnic

warld should go rommensural
tivity in the reportage, port
and their concerns, for cres

ing awareness of the severity of racial and economic oppression.
of amplifying existing racism|

' commit ourselves to call then
country.
BENEDICTION

From the beginning o
" element in God's revelation {]

e responsibility for truthfulness and sensi-
rayal and treatment of racial ethnic people
iing cross-cultural dialogue, and for promot-
Instead
‘the media can help to combat it., and we

to that kind of responsible role in this

* human existence, justice has been 2 key
br human relationships. The Old Testament

Prophets' words of condemnuition and the need for repentance as well as

their vision of thhe Kingdom
come {rom Justici. As chur

bf God. emphasize that peace and full life
~hes of Jesus Christ, we acknowledge that

we have not always shown 1
God is calling us more stron
move from powerful rhetoric
- banner against tacial injustic
nation and throughout the

gsources and our lives to the
worid. As we focus our att
tional secular racism, we mu
equally upon tha evil reside;

" In order fo concretizé

gdership in issues of justice. At this time,
7ly than ever to take a.prophetic stance and
to critical action. The call is to rsise the

e and to make a significant impact on our
orld. We commit our churches, our re-
cleansing of racism and genocide from our
»ntion upon the evils of national and interna-
st also, emphatically and mtentmnany. focus
it within ourselves. _

this commitment, the National Council of

the Churches of Christ in thhe U.S.A. commits itself and calls upon its
member communi:ns to commit themselves for the next decade to racial
justice by eliminating racism|{rom chureh structures and to initiate and
support efforts o eliminate i{t from soeciety.

- It {s our hope that the power of this action will create a conditjon
of trust, hope and love amofg all people of good will. Although this

action seems limjited, the int
effort to eradicate racism by
we are committec to justice |

¥We ‘affirm our love an

int is to begin a scrious and strenuous

letting the world know by our actions that

‘or all of humanity.

d affection for the people of the world, for

the people of this nation an«< for generations yet to come by offering

this _document as the startin

g point of a new way of life.
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racism.

justice, dut dso enceurage pe?;ple t6 unlearn racial stereotypes and to

work towards the ulimination ¢

Family
We recogniie and deplo

re the negativé impact that bigotry, recial

stereotvping and rracial discrim:-inntinn have an the quality of family lifc

in this soclety. Ve also depk
tHonately affect thu health and
cantribute to the rowing infs

re the economic indignities that dispropor-
wholeness of family members, and that
nt-mortality rates especially within racial

athnie communities.. We advoc
and preventive medicine for a

ate full access to health care, nutrition,
1 people. We also commit ourselves to

provide support, resources, and educational waterials that clarify the
variety of images and roles within racial ethnic families in an effort to
correct the stercolypes and biases that have distorted public perception,
eroded interpersonal remtlons’.ﬂiips and destroyed family structures.

Violence arid the Admis

{stration of Justice

We abhor the pewuivﬁ:ess of violence in the U.S.,

pasrticularly concerned about
racidl ethnic comaiunities. We
cross of Jesus, 8 symbol of r
the Ku-Klux Klan. We commi

and we are
e violence that is perpetrated against
deplore the sinful appropriation of the

iligious wholeness, for diabolical usage by

ourselves to continue analyzing and

Tespending to the systemic geinocide of gacial ‘ethnic people and to con-

tinue investigatiosn of vialence
enforcement agencies. We als

by individuals, groups and even law
commit ourselves to continue monitoring

the administration of justice throughout the nation to determine if any

miscerriage of justice is bein
the court systems or legal pr
and incarceration.

We pledge nurselves t¢|
violence in this mnation.

inflicted upon racial ethnic people through

cedures such as bail-setting, sentencing,

the eradication of the root causes of

Immigrants and Refugees

_ We recogniie that the
untary {immigrants, with the

JU.S. is a nation of voluntery and invol-
X

ception of Indigenous People. However,

immigration policius and prectices have historically been racist and

discriminatory.

World problems and strife continue to cause mass mi-

grations of peoplst from one c]mntry to another and from one continent to

another. As immigrants and

refugees join us in the U.S., we a{firm the

Judeo-Christian concepts of lospitality, assistance and asylum for the -

stranger. We opjiose the lacki

of due process protection; the brutality

and violence during deportatidn proceedings: and the political favoritism

for one group over another.
and Selvadorans when compar

such as the recent treatment of Haitians
ed with that of Europeans. We support a

fair and just immigration policy, the extension of rights guaranteed by

the U.S. Constitution to immi

Jrants and refugees, and the removal of

the racist and inhumane stigmas forced upon immigrants.

Media

The media shape our ¢
our perception of the world.

houghts, influence our decisions and alter
Because of technological advances, on one
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NATIONAL COUNCIL OF TTE CHURCHES CF CHRIST IN TRE U.S.A.

New York, NY 10118

Theological SLa:ement on Racial Justice

(To Be Inserted is the Openitig Statemant of the NCCC Policy Statement

on Racial Justice, Adopted

by the Governing Board November 10, 1984)

(This checlogical Statement Adopred by the Governinn Board November 6, 198%5)

reaffirme tha Biblicul {mage of |

All humaniey is created
are called o a onenunss {n Chris

Raclsm 18 an expression

1n the {mage of God. Chriscians
. which unites all particularities and
God as 3 universal affirmation of falth.

of idolactry, teplacing faith in the God vwho

made all people and who raised Jipaus from the dead with che belfef in the

superiority of one riree over anc
form of culture. When this ido
economic and political pover, it
selected peoples and 2z negation

The Church”s Migsiom

The church i{s called tﬁ
summaned to eliminglm ic. As Chr

ths Holy Spirit ecreute such a £«

ther or in the universality of a parcicular
larey 19 expredsed by those who possess

leads to & cruel and extansive repression of
3f their identicy and value as given by God.

identify racism as sin agalnst God and is
istians hesr and respond to the Gospel they

llowship. The grace of Cod 1s needed in this

confess that all peuple arve cal?ed into the fellowehip of Christ and through

taek because afin exurts its pous
Racism ¢an be vanqulshed, finall

r over all people (Remans 3:23).
¥y, by nothing less than God"s redemptive

action to liberate hoth victims [and victimizers from this evil.

Tha scruggle sgainst rdcial injustice concinues to be waged by
the Lord Jesus, qonfesscd by Christians together as Che Chrlsto

In Christ God challunges raci{sm

and promisaa its defeat. That challenge

is pact of the meaning of cthe Cross and 18 a part of the resurreccion

promica.

Through thu Holy Spiri$
to the gospel of Jesus Chrise.
nasa of Jeeus Christ, can claia
who have been baptiused into the
walk in newness of 1ife (Romans
church are to scrugple against ¢

God calls and gachers the church in obedience
Alchough no one, not even those called by che
to be free from racism or 1ts effecta, those
death and resutrection of Christ ave called to
6:4)., 1In each generation the faithful of the
aclal injuscice.
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Fellowship asd Proclismation

¥When the New Testasment
Cor, 1:9) smong the lentiles of
fellovehip 1in bapisu.
12:13: ef. Gal.

spircie” (1 Cov.

"Fot by
body - Jave eor Creeki, 8laves or
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Jpeaks of fellowship or koinoniz (cf. I
tehe nacions" (ta ethne), it grounds that
one Spirit ve vere all baptized into ane
free — aad all vere made to drink of omne
3:28). In ics fellowship the church

manifeats God“s new creation in fhe widst of the old: "If aayone 13 in Chrisc,
¢

that person 1s a4 new creation;
come. "

(1T Cor. S:17; cf. Gal.

e 0ld has passed avay; behald, the new has

6:15). WUithin chis new creation of God

divisioans vhich have formerxly seqerated human beings are destroyed, avea those

creaced by racism.
Cod {a Jesus Christ.

The grace ef God alleows

ethnic diversicty witiour confuain

diversity became the wark of the
_of the Apostles, the description
that the Holy Spirit made diaatw!
diversicy of languagna and toagu
peaples and vas sprend agong all
of 1ts bdirth the church has had

to unify them under the Gospel {
other. In the diversicy of the

unicted in cheir confussion of thg mighty acts of God.

to the continuing mighty acts of
raclal juscice.

#1) are united in fellowship aand freedow by the grace of

Chriseiane to recognize and appreciate

g unity victh sameness. Richness and

church frem 1cs earliest days. In the Acts
of the mitacle of Peatecoat demonstrates not
ilar peeples idancical, but that in the

&3 the one message was heard by the pany

the nations (Acts 2: 14=21). From the moment
8 {¢s wission to include all people and

ito true fellowship with God and with each

.t races and languages, peacple of faich vere
It {8 in response
God that the charch 18 czlled co pursue

The risen Jusus instructed his disciples to "wake disciples of all

natious, bapcizing ctheam Lo the n
(Macchew 28:19). All people
and mialetry of the iChrisclan ch
exclusively the people of God.
being excluded from 20d“8 gracic

The Churcbas Rasponsibility

The ein of racism appea
immunity from lts dagoaic powver.
word (John 1:1): to condemn and
grace, to accuse sinnars of thed]
thea to nev inclusiveness {n the

¥Wichin the church, ther
tasponsibility to promote racial
Christians must call each other
God “s powerful gospusl. Chriscl:
Spirit to create fnuticutional f
cliginaced and cultursl and ethi

hime of rhe Father, Som, and Holy Spiric™

ind all natioas are the Focus of che mission
areh. No one race or people can claim co be
No one race or people can be identified as

18 salvacion in Chrisc.

®8 also in che church, for there is no
The church 1is in constant need of God“ s

to forgive, to strike down and to proamise

T idolatyy and faichlessnegss and ro redeen.

ir 1i€e.

there {s both {ndividual and inscitutional
juseice. Where any form of tracism exists

to account in love aad justice by proclaiming

ns also strive togather in the pawer of the

ormd of the church in which racism 1is

f{c richness are ceclebraced.
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Christ’s leezuting Powar

The rule of God exctends [to all creation. The chutch nmust iden:ify
and challenge policical, soclsal Jnd economle injustice, beyond the church.

The church {8 called co work agaﬂnsc every institutfonalized form of racism {n
society.

The church fg ralled alde ¢o idancify and olLaud with victimd ot

ho seek to be free from the oppression of
racldm, the church baars witness ([zo the libecating love of the God who wills
a3ll people to be {a lellowship and unity.

Cheisc is pteuen: in th

world vherever Gowd News 1a presched to the
poor, the release of the captives

i3 peoclaimed, the blind are given their

sight, and those who are cppreesid are set free. (See Luke &4:]18). It s the

privilege and responuibilicy of fhe church to be angaged . in Chrisc®s work
te wake that wision « reallcy.

Chrige“s Lil'le, Ministry|and Massage are mandates Ro the church
to participate fully in the aver(oming of tha power of evil anrd in che
lideration of the opiressed. -
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