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National Council of he Chu· hes of Christ in the USA 

Office of the 
Ge:n.eral Secretary 

June 2, 1997 

Ms. Lynn Cuti.c:r 
The White Hollse 

Fax Communication: (202) 456- 96 

Dear Lynn: 

Would that I had more ti1 to put into t is task, but the events of June 
8,9,10 - the first anniversary of th Burned Ch ~ches Project -- are upon us and 
leave time for little else. I am sen ing along somf thoughts that se·em to address 
the subjects mi::ntioned in our pho e conversati]' . · 

As promised, I am also se ding the Ami ;~s Brief we filed with regard to 
Proposition 209 in California and ave included k copy of the policy statement on 
racial justice adopted by the gove ing board of 1 he NCCCUSA, November 10 .• 
1984. 

Please give the President y best regards and let him know that I will pray 
for this speech that he may find th~ right words ~r say to a nation in need of 
healing. 

. . 

Most sine rel 

JBC:db 

475 Riverside Drive 0 Room 880 ° ew York,: NY 1 115·0050 • 212·870·2141 • Fax 212·870·2817 
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Som•~ Thoughts On· a ial Reconcdiation And Racial Justice 
i I . -

From my standpoint, t. is e of race :~st be put in the larger context of 
our unity as Gr.•d's people. Th is both the faith based promise and our own 
nation's sacred vision. Our un n snot yet p~ . ct. We must continue to w~rk 
toward a more: perfect union. . eo le of cola~ a~d white Americans must come to 
understand tha.t the nation's so 1 i at stake. Racial injustice violates a coherent 
mo~al ~i~ion .. Spiritually w~ . l all b~ strong~r ir we can but ri~ ourselves of 
pre1ud1c1al attitudes and un3ust e av1or. We are Lo love our neighbors as 
ourselves. In tbe words of a wi e. abbi, "neighbbr is not a geographic term, it is a 
moral term." : 

I 

The bri.ght hope and bo d rornise of t~e !American experiment in 
republican democracy is predk te on the wordJ of the Declaration of 
lndep~nd~nc~ holding tha~ ·:an e, ~re created 9qual." The_ most significan~ point 
of hes1tat1on m our republic s I ng history hasi been our particular and peculiar 
history of raci~:m. At the dost~ f he 201

h Ce1itufy, there remains an important and 
essential need for racial reconc iatlon in order. t 1 restore the values and claims 
inherent in the founding docun nt~ of the nat~on in particular, the Declaration of 
Independence. l i I . 

Coincident with that va, e eld so deahy by our nation is the value held by 
the Christian faith - which, of urlse, helps t~ s9ape the American ethos. The 
Gospel of Chri !it holds that thu "is neither Jew nor Greek. male nor female ... '' 
Drawing from Hebrew prophe! , hristian va\ue~ teach "that justice must roll 
down like waters and righteou! es like an ever flowing stream." (Amos 5:24) 

in the civil rigi.ts movement an ijorm us still. 

Respecting the differen an differentijte, roles of church and government 
in our society, we are still able 0 rlote where ou~alues are coincident and work 
together to acl1!1eve our comm gbals. The ~u ed Churches Rebuilding Project 
has b~en a quintes_sential exam1 e'"'Jr the way~ ~n I hich Government and Church, 
each informed by its own valui; might work in tandem for the betterment of 
society and all her peoples. 

Dr. Ma1tin Luther King Jr. Noted that t~ "arc of history is long, but it 
bends toward justice." The Bu e Churches ipr ject has been significant in 
enabling the foith community, e epartments o justice and treasury, and 
persons of good will to work tc e er in the cp mon goals of a society whose 
hallmark is justice and peace. 

141003 
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Joan Brown C~1mpbell 
Thoughts on r;!cial reconciliat' n 
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We are: a people who p dge allegiance to "one nation under God, 
indivisible, witb liberty and just ce for all". Jnali~nable rights and human freedom 
are our stock in trade. Our dr· m:is one ofunitY- "we hold these truths to be self 
evident, that ai.l are created cqL l find endowed tly the Creator with certain 
inalienable rights - the right to ifei libe11y and~ pursuit of happiness." 

: i 

Our national dream. ou na;~ional vision ii rooted in the Biblical injunction 
to be the one P·~ople we are Cc1 ed !to be. Our b~st view of who we might be has 
deep roots in rdigious faith an< Bi~lical images ~f divine intent and human 
possibilities. In this America, i is ~nvisioned tha~ government would promote the 
common welfare and secure th bl~ssing of libert~ for all. The dignity and worth 
of every perso:n would be prou ted as a matter of policy, not just a matter of 
piety, and each person's potent al ~ould be dcve~oped to the fullest. 

! i 
Perhaps Vaclav Havel, he tormer president of the former Czechoslovakia, 

put it best in a book he has wri en called S~mm~r Meditations. He speaks of the 
moral origin of all genuine poli ics 1when he says,i "In the_ l~~t an~ysis: it is_ n?~ 
power that matters but values, ecency, reason, rcspons1b1hty, smcenty, c1v1hty, 
tolelrance." fr1:edom-loving p opie everywhcreJowe Vaclav Havel a lasting debt 
of gratitude and admiration for h~t he has dun~ to define the basis oflibeny. He 
sums up our current situation t is ray: : 

"The worst of it all is t~ t ~e live in a spJiled moral e~vironment. 
We ha"1: become moral ill because we ctre used to saying one thing 
and thinking another. '\ e ~ave learned npt to believe in anything, 
not to care about each 1 ther, to worcy Of'\~Y about ourselves. The 
concepts of love, friend hip, mercy. humility or forgiveness have lost 
their de:pths and dimcns ons, and for manr of us they represent only 
some S•Jlt of psycholog al ~uriosity or t~ey appear as long-lost 
wandernrs from farawa times, somewhat ludicrous in the era of 
compu1:1:rs and space sl; ps.

1 

... " I 
But maybe it was Thomas Jeffe son who has the jword for us. It was Thomas 

Jefferson who said, "Indeed I tremble f r my country wHen I reflect that God is just." I 
think Jesus weeps for us this day. He , eeps for us for oLr broken promises and for our 
dreams deferred. And Jesus would sa} to!us, even ash~ did to the people of Jerusalem, if 
you people, with your dreams of libert~ and life and hap~iness and equality and justice - if 
you had only recogniz1~d the things tha make for peace, hut are now hidden from your 
eyes. How do we open the eyes of the! lirid? How do J.e heal the wounds oft he nation? 
And how, indeed, do we form a more I erf~ct union. 

\, 

I 
I 

i 

!al 004 
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It was no accident that it wasJ the shadow of the cross, in the face of danger and 
death a·nd despair, that Jesus prayed f unity. Jesus knew that by our very. nature it 
would be very difficult for us to grast he vision of oneness. Yet, even today in the midst 
of disillusion, despair rnd disunity w~ an know that we have no less than the Lord of 
history praying for us, and calling us:< come to the table that is set for all God's children 
everywhere in all time~. and in all plad . 

I . 
I am reminded of a simple sto). , a true story which perhaps will say something to 

you as it did to me. 11 is about a littl~ hild in Cleveland, Ohio, at an African Methodist 
Episcopal Church, and perhaps it will : erve to illumine the darkness of doubt and despair. 
It was communion Sunday for the co~. regation in a rioHom area of Cleveland. The 
pastor was a 74 year cdd activist. am~ tor and a teacher to me, who, in his retirement, 
serves a small and stn1ggling ghetto d. rch. He asked me if I would come forward and 
celebrate the foast ofliJe with him. A was ready. And the people came. Out of the 
corner of my eye I saw a little girl ab ! t three years old nmning down the aisle with her 
child-mother in tow. Neither of therri ew very much about the protocol of church 

I . 

rituals. The little girl •)ame boldly be~ e me and put her hands together in front of me. I 
placed the bread in her hand and said j: her, "This is the body of Christ, broken for you." 
She looked at me with. those big bro\v eyes and said in a voice that the whole 
congregation could he::ir, "For meT ~. d I said to her. "Yes, sweetheart, for you." 

And either that is true or it is 1 errible hoax. If it's true, then God is calling us to 
do everything in our p1:iwer to remove he obstacles that keep that child and all God's 
children from reaching: their God~givJ. potential. It is for these that we struggle 
to be a more perfect unjon. It is for t s that we pray that God will give us grace 
to lay .to rest the great danger brough\ pon us by our unhappy divisions; that all hatred 

I 

and prejudice and whatever else may ~ der us from a godly union and concord may be 
ta.ken away and that w~' may be of on~ eart and mind, united in one holy bond of truth 
and peace and faith anJ love. ' 

~005 
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RATIONAL COUNCIL OF X:HE CHURCHES OF CHRIST IN THE U.S.A. 
47~i lliverside Drive 

Nev Ydrk 0 Nev York. 10115 

i 
PC·l~ICY STATJE:MENT ON RACIAL JUSTICE -- ~ 

(Adopt.111d by the Co•il·erning Board November 10, 1984) 

DIFINITIONS 
! 

~023 
PC.GE 02 

~udice i:u: a personal! attitude towards other people based on a 
cata )udgem11i:nt about their physical characteristics, such as raee 
ar ethnic origin. 

i 

Jlad!m is J'llc:ial prejud3.ce plus power. Racisin is the intentional 
or untntentional u.~1e of power ; to isolate. separate and exploit others. 
Thia \lie of power is based Oil a belief in superior racial origin a identity 
or supposed radaJ. characteris-tics. Racism confers certain privileges on 
and defends the cj,1:.minant gro\1p. which in· turn sustains and perpetuates 
racism. Both com1,ciously and' unconsciously. racism is enforced and 
maintained by the legal, cultu~:-al •. religious o educational, economic. politi­
cal and military in.11titutions of societies. 

Raciam la a~ore than ju.~;t. a persoh.a1 attitude~ it is the t.nsti- · 
tutlonal1zed form c1·:r that attitt~de. 

lnatitutimlal Racism is cme of the ways orge.ni:ations and struc­
tures aerve to pn;;iaerve injustjice. Intended or not, the mechanisms and 
function of' these 111nttties create a pattern of racial injustice. 

Racism la OllUI of severanl sub-systems of domination in the modern 
•orld. It· lnterac1u with these! other sub-systems to produce broad 
patterns of opprerrnion. and ex~>loitation that plague the world. Among 
these aub-systeme are class ai~1d sexual· oppression.. Women who ere 
viotlmil:ed by racil111D face a co~11pound burden. They not only have to 
deal With. oppressic~n due to t.t.~eir racial origin or identity. but they are· 
alao confronted wiith. economic imd political exploitation and oppression 
based on theiz' sex: and/ or clwie. 

RACISM IN U.S. HISTORY 
I 

The United States has ·~1rided itself on its grounding in religious 
values. especially Us founding: clnim that ''all [people] are created 
equal." Yet historically it ha~1: uncritically placed a priority on being . 
white. male and Erqflish-speal<:i'ng G 

Z6.S • l 



06!02!9i MON H:JO FAX 212 870 2817 
06/02/1997 15:39 20200BU000 

NCCUSA OGS 
NCC WASHINGTON 

~024 
PAGE 03 

. ' 

Hi11tartcaIJl:!f. pecple oi European ancestry hove controlled the 
overwhelming ma~ority of the: financial resources. institutions. and levers 
of power. Rac:isrrn ln the United States can therefore be defined as white 
re.ct..rn: racism ms promulgatt!d and sustained by the white majority. 
White racism is r.11:>t peculiar to the U. s. ; it permeates much of the 
world.. The oom:·~·lete dominarlce and institutionalization of white racism in 
the United Staten make "reVE!:rse racism" nearly impossible because the 
victim• of racism lack power., 

t'be eoloft!Lsts who inv!1ded North America came with some pre­
conceived notion11 of economic: exploitation and "1fhite superiority.. They 
lnatitut1onaUzed J~acism by thd! creation of dual economic, educational. 
eodal and politici~l systems that made clear distinctions between 
B.urapean.a and A~ncan•. Asi~uns. Hispanics and Indigenous People. To 
the colonist e life was sign.ifici1nt only if it was of European ancestry. 
AfrSc:ana were en:Uilaved. raain:11!d, and killed. Asians and Hispanics were 
pdd lov "ages, ~IJrnprisoned ai'td slaughtered. Indigenous People were 
removed from thair land and massacred. 

Pram the 12arly colonial years through the westward expansion, 
the pneral pattea•n of racial exploitation and oppression continued. This 
westward expansfon dtd not ~1:nd at the Fac:ific Ocean; it continued on 
with western fmpc~rialiSm exteiuilng to the Hawaiian Islands. the 
PhU1pp1nes, SamaoL, Puerto Rt¢o, the Caribbean. and Latin America. 
E~an now racial E!:icploitation iis still clearly visible in U.S. intern~tional . 
poUdes and pract!lces toward~~ Africa. the Caribbean, Latin Amenc:a, Asia 
and the Pad& ls,Jiands and tlie Middle East. 

RACISM iN THE i::HURCH 

During thE! euly colonial years and through the westward e:icpan­
llion 0 in the U 0 S. the general: pattern of most Christian traditions was 
either to condone, participate' in and d·evelop a religious rationale for · 
,adam. or to keep· sUen t • Y c!t. at poi.n ts in , U . S • history, some national 
and local churche.e1 were exceptions to this pattern and c:hampioned the 
call for equality, llwnan right~ and the dignity o! 8ll people. 

Within man:1r of the deriomina.tions, there have been prophetic - -
streams which ha'lr'e advanced 'the cause of justice in the foce of slavery, 
racial segregation" religious fratalerance, racial violence and human 
suffering. At otli.·er times thE~ chUJ"ch has been ailent in the face of 
appalling injustice.. For exam1lle, some congregations joined the under­
ground railroad tc1• rescue Afric:ans from slavery while other congre­
ptiona profited fi~om slavery.. During World War II, when Japa.nese­
Americans were ilTl:prisoned in ·concentration camps. only a few Christian 
communions publl~ly protested;. Some individual Christians. ho\olever. 
a.sslsEed in the re:~ettlement of. Jap~nese-Americans after the w.ir. 

: 

At .the natfonal le..,el, C::hristian denomi.nations have recently failed 
to give adequate ~i:upport to irt1migrants who are victims of racism. espe ... 
cia.Uy those \Mho huve migratec3 to the U.S. to escape political -end eco­
nomic oppression. A sign of hope has been that some churches have 
otrered sanctuary ·to victims of persecution from Central America. 

26.5 - z 

.. 
' . •' .... 
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. However. despite the~! significant involvement of some Chrjstian 
denominations in attempting \to combat racism. racial injustice ·still 
continues in botl"L the churcl\1 and society. Christi:ins must no longer­
assume that raciJal justice is '& matter of overcoming individual attitudes 
and personal bip:itry. nor that well-intentioned and non-racist attitudes 
Cana in Gild of themselves. effectively eliminate racism. Christians must 
acknowledge that. despite Uleir gcod intentions. religious and societal 
structures, institutions lllld systems can and do perpetuate racism. 
They must conf'ems that by its style of organization and management the 
white lnatitutionuLl church e2d:ludes those who are victims of racism. 

I •. 

·Since the 1960's manyl Christian communions ha,,e entrusted racial 
ju1tlce work to commissions" :committees. eauc:uses and departments. 
Theae inatitutioni<tl structures have grappled with the issues of the 
injustice and ~ol.1ence inflict~!d upon the victims of racism. They nave 
defended "1.ctims of racially 111otivated. crime and unjust court proceed­
ings, rallJed · agmnst hate grdups such as ·-the Ku Klux Klan and neo­
Nazis s and suppc:1:C"ted public '.policies that p~omote justice for the victims 
of rac:isma 

However, these comrniJ:sions. committees. causuces and depa~­
ments have often been ineffe,6tive in dealing with those systems an.d 
atructurea that p4erpetuate r11•eism in the church and in society. Somt!­
tlmes· these n:aechEt.:l'lisms have ieven contributed to the perpetuation of 
those racist instit:·11tions and .5itructures that they .seek to elimir.ote. The 
bureaucracy of st~ructures to '.eliminate racism has "pigeon-holed" rac:ial 
justice concerns nather than illlowing them to becorne a part of every 
aspect of church life. This eompartmentalization of racial justice con­
cerns has resulte.:l in the pe:r·~eption that racial justice is a concern only 
for a &pedal- intei~est group' and . an understar.ding or racism is often 
absent from. the analysis of r•dated issues such as peace. hunger. eco-
norni~s. global coracerns and church life_. · · 

What the church needs·.i today is a new analysis 8l'ld approach to 
cambatting racism. This appl.".oach must begin with th4i!' recognition of the 
systemic nature ai~· racism and' its inter-connections 'With other structures 
or oppressiono W1e! must also rercember that the nature of racism evolves 
as ayetematically ns our attempts to elimini:lte it. 

i 
I •• 

Today ther1I! is very li1~tle evidence of any dramatic improvement 
in :Institutional effc1rts to com't~.at racism. because very few churches can 
see the raci!im im5=1llidt in their own structures. If it ts to be ef'fec::tive 
in creating racial .nustice. · the iehurch must examine it.s own structut"es 
and determine the extent to which those structures contribute to the 
perpetuation of radsm. 

I 

An exanrlnadon of racisJ:n in chureh structures should in.elude the 
following concerns : 

I 
( 1) The ccnritinued un ... ~illingness o! the church -.nd society to be 
open. inclu1~ive. and ac:j:essible to everyone. 

(2) The atl'1111dance of !theological statements calling for- racial 
juettce ~ithmat dernonst~nting it. words without deed.s. 
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(3) The R8ilure to in·~?lude in seminary curricula courses reflect­
ing the tl'l,1!0logical peispecttves o! raciel ethnic and Third World 
peoples; 81Jl'ld the f ailu]~e of seminaries and religious schools to 
seek o\lt qualified fac~llty who themselves are victims o! radsm. 

. ! 
(4) The ~a.ck o! undell"stand!ng by individual clergy and lay 
persons er~ the damagJ and devastation caused by racism and 
dlacrimlna~,ion., ! 

I 
I 

(I) The unawareneesJ ln the white community that racism dehu­
man!zes tlae oppressor!& as well as the oppressed. 

i . 
(6) The 5nadequaey ·(1f annual reporting on racial justice pro-
ll"'S8o . 

(T) The l~ure of lc~:al churches and judicatories to follow up on 
radal iusUc:e efforts o land the encouragement of this failure by 
national lmader&hip. : 

. ! 

(8) The Jlna.dequa.cy llf the funding alloc~ted for racial justice 
programs.. · 1 

. i 
(9) · The .absence of ~·ace and power analyses in· the discussion of 
sodal eori.1:erns and their J"elated issues such as women. youth, 

I • 
the aged a peace, lsb<~r 0 rural and urban realities. economic 
developmcmt 0 U.S. in1ternational. policy. domestic artd global 
miaalans. i · 

. I . 
• ThereforE!'• the National Coundl of the Churches of Christ in the 

U.SeA. commits ttself to be11~ln arid sustain a comprehensive strategy that 
will engage the ·~:ommitment a.nd participation of c:hurc:h leaders and 
members in the .nollowing ar•~as: 

Theology / 

Scrlptut"t1 affirms oui· oneness. The distinctions and similarities 
o! theological interpretation within the family of God m\lst be apprec­
iatede In welc:o:1:idng rndal a.nd ethnic divgrsity within our Christian 
churches,, we m,J~St learn to !share our beli~f:s and traditions. some of 
which are bless•~d with un1q~12e cultural perspectives. No longer c:an we 
accept only one dominant thi~ology which fails to recognize the value of 
the theologie!I o:C others G 'Wla worship one and the same Ciod in an en-
riching variety c•f ways. I 

Structur1~ I 
For the 1:i~ecessary trlinsformation of our structures. riicial ethnic 

people and their efforts mu~:t be seen as critically important by the 
en.tire church. We must o!J~er. access and opt.ions for full. p:irticipation 

·and represent:ahon to all pe1i:>ple throughout the life of the church. es­
pecially in its institutional structure. Positions of leadership. authority. 
responsibi.Uty, d1ecision and i policy-making and implemen,a.tion ~hould be 
entrusted to African Ameridans, .~sian Pacific Americans. Hispanics and 
Latin Americans and lndlge:~Lous People. Racial et.h.nk e>eecuti"lfes rnust 
be treated as p1c·o!essiona.l 1>eers by their white colleagues. 

I . 
1 26. s - , 

'. -;:' .. 
... 
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·. Tokenism has been evident in two forms in pre.,,;ous attempts to 
·acnieve racial balance. Fitist. candidates have been chosen through 
arbitrary methc~ds by the white leadership without consulo.tion with the 
respective rncfol ethnic lea.Glership or membership. Racial ethnic people 
ahaUld par.ticip1~te in the· p~'Ocess of determining which persons can be 
ef!ective repre~i·&ntaUves !oi~ the entire church as well as for their nwn 
corrimunitiese "l'hose chosen\ should also be responsive and ·accountable to 
their respectiv111 communitie~. 

. I 
Semnd. 1the presencE! of racial ethnic people has not necessarily 

meant thd they were alloWc:!!l;i to exercise authorjty Ot" to participate as 
equals. There is also contibuing eVidence of negative reactions through­
out the church ~fhen racial ethnic women and men are selected for lead­
erehip positions. In the fade of any backlash. the church must stand 

.. ftnn and remaizl. true to the \Gospel. · 

Al1:11oup we laud thE!\ development of racial ethnic departments, 
comm~sioas and caucuses, "ie are dismayed by the sporadic nature o! 
the theological, Unandal. a.rJ\d political support they have received and 
perfUnctory aclcnowledgement that has been given them 'by the leadership 
of the chureh. •::learly. the\ ostensible "liberalism" of the church has 
not reduced raci~:m within it:!l. administrative, operational or· progratnmatic 
llfea Only as O\U" institution:~, their employees Blld leaders 'begin to 
reflect openly and honestly dn the diversity of our communities will we 
be able to transform our ch\Jlirehes into more inclusive communities of 
Ciod. 

. I 

ltewardsh;E. 

m.tlDricall~I" 0 the gathE!\rin.g· en~ sharing of church resources on 
the national~ regional and loclu levels have stigmatized racial ·ethnic 
cammwlittes., chUl"·Ches and cci\ngregations by viewing these communities 
as "mis&ioa." churr.~hes. We af'firm the inclusion of rad.al ethnic people in 
the membership o:l'. stewardshit> committees. directorates and councils so 
that they may hel11' determine .ine,., strategies. pclicies and p~orities !~r 
the f1nanc:ial sust•~nance of th4! total church. We call for racial ethn1c­
awned and-operat1~d companien to be included as suppliers for se?'Vic;es 
and products purt~hased by tl1e NCCC and its member communions. 

Per90nnel 

lnSdtutlonel racism continues to enforce racist deci:lions in the 
hiring and tiring practices of bur comtr1unions. We must take active a:nd 
deliberate steps to reshape th~ systems and . so eliminate the attitudes 
and policies that sustain r-acia!\ prejudice. We must also respond accord"". . 
lngly to personnel staff abnur :thoir C!ulpa.billty. 

•e CIDln~it c111?"~elves to ~evelop and adhere to affirmative action 
pollcles tor- the rec::r· · .:;aent an<I placement of personnel at all levels as an 
~rtecUve means of ~!: .. -. .:!.ftting t~e quality and caliber of the professional 
•nd putoral staff :trt our missiqn fields and of providing z-acially-balsnced 
&nd lruly inclusive leadership· l We also affir'tTI the intention of 
•fOrmnuve action p~>licies in the development of opportunities for profes­
•lonaa 11nd leadersh:tp advancem(~nt, ordination. high official positions, 
•nd ropresentat1on i.n ecumenic~l and interfaith forums. 

I . 
I 
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Conunun.lcM.ton 

Our c:hurr~hes use sata~Wte transmissions. videotapes. computers 
and hlgh·speed ~li·ord-processors. As sophisticated as our communica­
tions have becomo. we have yet to become as conscientious about in­
volving ~acial ethnic ChrisUEllns in the information-gathering an~­
dts1eminating pfti.eesses of 011r faith communities. They have also. given 
very little opport·unity to spc~kespersons from racial ethnic communities in 
the flow of inforrrr1ation, pardcularly in areas of image and stereotype 
clarlft.eatlon. racinl justice is1a;ues and responses to the church at large. 

Wep thereJBe>re. commit \ourselves actively to engage all of Cod's 
·people in the con11rnw1ication i:iirocess and in the production of our reli­
etoua me11sages. We Alsn call:J for the creation of inter-racial dialogue$ and 
fOND'lS for the di!JCUSsion of ill1 church issues and the special concerns 

) of our diverse ccqnm~nitiesv oo that we c:an learn to speak to each other 
honestly and liston to one an~:>ther ~nc:erely in order to dialogue efff!(;-
tivaly~ · i · 

In addlttor~. to h~lp ir~sure better communications. we call for the 
Inclusion of racia1 ethnic per~onnel and communities on maillng. sub­
scription and sur~rey lists an·d in chu?"c:h-spcnsored communications skills 
training. 

Education 

The edu~a'tional proce~s and the development of educational 
materials are inte;~:Tal parts of our. churches' faith development and 
application. While~' much of our religious education has !oc:us"ed on 
Christian nurture 1 cvangelistt1\. ministry and missions of social concern, 
our curriculum de~·irelopers ha·~,e utilized very little of the available 
scholarship o Uterri~ture, and 1·~?search done by racial eth.nic:: people, and 
the texts and edu1:ational methods developed by victims of racism have 
been ignored a 01.tr educ:ationiu materials still contain racist images and 
graphics D negativ·e: stercotypel;. and critical '!omissions" of o!lCC'urate . 
portrayals 0 descr7.J?tions and t-:I' istories of the diverse eommunitie.s in the 
U .. So and in the ~rhlrd World. Al.so, concepts which perpetuate racial 
Injustice remain uulchec:ked. s 

1
1ch as teaching the oppressed that justice 

wm eome through patience an~i tolerance. In the context cf the strµggle 
for raetal Justtae. such "patieltc:era and "tolerance" can be negative and 
patronizing. The:rr·efore. we cla11 upon the churches to educate their 
membership about how these c:oncepts are seen !rem the perspective of 
the. oppre9!1ed- . \ 

We affirm the need to i,e extremely sensitive to the content o! 
educational materi:ds" We comlrnit ourselves to an on-going assessment of 
these materials fo1· negati"e a~~d · exclusivist content. racial stereotypes 
and demeaning gTaphics and t1~rminology. In order to guarantee greater 
accuracy in these rnoterials, \~je call for the emp~..::yment of racial ethnic 
people in the educ::ational divi.!Jions. offices and commissions: and for the 
enrichment of their products by the inclusion of . scholarship and academ­
ic expertise frorn ·~liverse c:omr~unities. We also affirm educational pro­
grams. seminars. •uorkshops a~'l'!d curricula which focus on· the elimination 
of racism in the chu:rch. and iwe urge that they be made an integral par.t 
Of an ohurch life ii,stru~tion r::>r clergy nnd lsity I leadership and general 
"'embership. including a,Jl age groups. 
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We also c:.all the attention of the c:hurch to the racism developing 
within the network of denominationally-based schools and private fun ... 
damentalist "Christian" elem~mt:iry. secondary, and post-secondary insti .. 
tutions part~cula.:rly in these\ ~c:hools' admiss1ons policies. curriculum 
content, rellgioti:s and educ:~nonal values. and methods of instruction. 
~e commit ourse[ves to monitor these schools and make public 
pronouncements 11.bout their. \racism until they remove those conditions 
and change theii:· policies and prograr:as. 

I . 

Sernlnarie:~: and Sc:hoois of Theology. Religion 

It racism ts to be eiJinated from th~ hearts and minds of people 
of fai'the the transformation ·~1f seminaries and schools of theology and 
religion is critici~l. The VaJ'ious theologies of racial ethnic commvnittes 
ria&d to be Lntent:lonally integ:rated into the content of the curriculum and 
the methods of ilastructicn. \We need to be mindful of the !ac:t that a 
majority of the fll~c:ulty of Uu.~se institutions is white male. There are 
only a raw womer.1 with tenud~ or in distinguished posts. We can no 
longer ''ghettoize''' racially di-1rerse theologies. such as Black theology, er 
new developroent~1 which orig.~nate from different communities or coun­
trles p such as llb1!ration thecil.ogy, into curricula that ere only tentatively 
or tenuously funded· or supp1~•rted. We affil'!ll the integTation o! vario\1s 
Christian theologict!s and faith\-cevelopment hi~tories into the common pool 
of eeteemed religfous thought. 

This is no1t to say tha~ special programs or racial ethnic theologi­
cal centers showct be aba.ndon.ed. but rather that the scholarship accred­
itadon and fWldinJt granted t~• them should be equal. to other important 

· prasrams. We calJl for increa:sied fmandal commitment and support· to 
secure the future1a of these ditic:ally important centerso 

We. afflrm that the tr&rjsformation of seminaries~ schools of theolo­
gy and r.eligion wiJl become e~ident with the inclusion of racial ethnk 
$>90ple as director;11 e trustees •. I faculty members. professors and adminis­
t!'ators. We also 1afflrm that intensive recruitment is necessary so that 
.access ·to these inrntitutions an;i many 0th.er ministerial training oppor-

-----..-...... .. 

~~tl~s. will be av1uilable to alllpeople. 

Church 'De,~elopinent 

We regard c::tiurch deve opme~t a.s a fundamental process of our 
c:mnmunlon and con.1rregational ju~ministration. Criti.c:al declsions are made 
b7. church leadership on the Ideal. regional and national levels about the 
location for new c:b.1~rch develo]:imen t and time lines and methods for 
b\Aldlng sanctuarie1!1, inC:reasintr membership. esta.t>lishing capital. and 
securing financ:ial atustenance. \Historically. many white congregations 
have had the mone:ir and power to decide "'hen and how to build their 
churches, but th18 has not beE!lll, .the case with raC!i.o.l ethnic congre­
gations,, many of whorn were ci·\eated as "missionary" enterprises or 
thi-ough racial tsolaHon. They \have struggled to. maintain their churches 
.despite the unrealiE1'tic: standards and criteria based on the white church 
.~~~1 established a1~1d adhered 1:o by denominational churc:h development 
·agencies. We call .[or the devt~lopment of racial ethnic churches on the 
baaia of their own r·ealistic exp,fi!c:tation:s. guidelines and financial needs. 
In the planning of new churchE1\i that may include a significant racial 
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ethnic membership. eommun .on.s should consult with and involve rep-· 
reaentati~es o! that racial .11~thnic constituency. Communions should also 
consult with oth·er communic~ns and faith communities. particularly tradi· 
t1onally Black churches. to \determine the impact or ne,., church develop­
ment in their diJJtricts o syn~>ds. parishes and conferences, thereby 
aftlnning the px~>e:ess of self-determination among racial ethnic comm'l.l-
nitfea p . \ 

Al growt1rtg rad.al etl~inlc communities and the 1nnux o! Immigrants 
and refugee!! brnng about siinwcant changes in . the racial demographics 
at urban centerrn and adjoining suburbs.· churches are being challenged 
to create new cc1;rigregations \or reshape the old. In ~ases where two or 
more congregations share thte same building. we still see "landlord­
tenant" ·relations IU.ps. .. we-a~id,..theyn perceptions, and resistance to open 

1 dialogue or ahar!lng of re:so\llfces. We must think about ne\" options for 
a more inclualve church. as ~re develop and welcome models for pluralistic 
congTegations. nrrlnistries. wc>rship and fellowship. 

To becom(ll: a more ha~·cnonou.s. inclusive and caring community of 
faith. t1re call up4,n ~ur com~unions to commit themselves to be more · 
intentional, creat·.Lve and resourceful in the nurturing of new churches 
and the culti.vat11:in of the ctdt. 

Evangelta•'.:r 

Hlstoricall'' some chu1 ehes have. misused the Great Commission to 
"Go into all the ,;,orld ••. " (Matthew 28: 19) l;>y ignoring radal ethnic 
differences. Others have bEJen faithful to its witness. an~ new methods 
of e9angeliz1ng have celebratl~d the diversity of the human community. 
We applaud these efforts and! recognize that evan~elism at its best is 
Good· News emboctled in langi;iage. religious expenences and cultural 
expressions. ThKs Good New\s liberates people· from the evils of op­
pression and suffiering. We 1ufirm that none are whole in the body of 
Christ until the 1gi!ts of all e1N appreciated and respected. 

We coauntt ourselves t•=1 authentic evangelism that is a renection of 
the wholeness of the gospel a~nd the wholeness of God's people. 

Membershl]~' and Chur~ Life 

'Full and pmirtidpatory membership among churc:}?es must be ex­
tended 'o all peosr•:le of faith. We cell upon our church· communions to 
reDJove official meirnbership categories and implied dassifications that are 
based on color and ethnicity •md that denote lower status in the church. 
They should not mllo\11 admini!~trative and operational policies or practices 
to be arbitrarily used as mea.:3.ures to preclude the presence. participa­
tion and membership o! racial ethnic people in church life. 

Local Chur~:h 

New optione: for fellow! hip and partnership among churches must 
be pursued. We ean no longE~r permit the isolation within a ~ommunion 
af c:ongregatio.ns that are racially different from the dominant member-
5hlp. Nor should superficial or artificial relotionships ex1st between 
ethnically differen1r congregati~>ns. We c:all for new c:ovenantal relation• 
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sruos and genuin.1! friendship3 in the interest of an inclusive and 
pluralistic church.. To this e\nd we encourage intentional interracial and 
indusive intra-church dialogi;des. joint-action projects. ecumenical and 
Interfaith raroums.. \ · 

. · Homeland J~nd <ilobal MJ.ssion 
I 

Our global and domestic mission structures need continual trans-
tonnation when th •!Y are fauna to include racist or unjust patterns or 
practices. Today there is ani increase in proselytizing of racial ethnic 
people in the U.S. and in thu Third World by missionaries who denigrate 
or ignore the PS0!~1les' O\lln th~!Cllogies or faith traditions. We strongly 
urge· that arlssioniaries from riicial ethnic communities be recruited and 
employed. We a!nrm that the·! dignity of all people must be reclaimed 
through ·their emp11)werment aric libero.tion. and we encourage the devel-

.,opment of a two-\ilr.ay mission ~roeess to eliminate paternalistic giver­
recelver assumptic11:ns that have been insidiously ingrained within the 
mission tradition.. We further! af!inn that the white community needs 
Christian mission ms much as the Third World. · 

I· 
_ .. Churc:h-SUJ~~rted Instj.tuttons 

· Our health and welfarcz'JI institutions an~ programs (i.e. ho6pl.tals, 
homes for the age·~l. child car· ! centers. ou~door camps, etc.) must also 
be free of racist policies and i>ractices. We commit ourselves to include 
these church-sup~113rted instit!J1tions in our strategy for racial justice 
along with comn:>uri~lty-based arld church-suppo?'ted projects. 

RACISM IN. soc1E·ry 

Christians :~hare with i eople of good will a deep concem for the 
dJgriity of hurziankilj!'ld and a p1~ofound respect for the inalienable rights 
with which we ha"t~ been endc1i"1ed by our Creator. including life, Uber-
~y.,., .and the pursu:i.t of happin1a1ss. . 

..: :-.: :·. '.;' A -~es~on~it1.:le society i:J one· in which freedom and so~al- ~~~pon­
albWty are practic11!d by all. f.hose who administer justice and public: 
order and who holr~I political a11i1thority or economic power are accounta~le 
for its exercise to God and to jthe people whose welfare is .affected by 
that authority ar 1~ower. The responsibility of the c:hurch is to call 
attention to the lnj:1:.1stices of s >ciety and to empower the victims of 
injustice in their struggle agai.hst the systems and individuals that 
oppress them. \ 

Since radsnn knows no ~>eundaries and penetl"s.tes religious and 
&ec:ular communitie!i througho.u1~ the world, we ere compelled to monitor 
• • I 
_Atli .evolution ·and d4!Structivene·!ss in its entirety and create strong and 
effe~tive strategies for combattling it. As communications technology 
allows us to be be11:er Informed about racial abuses throughout the 
-~worldD our analysiE; or raci5rn ~~hould continue to sho'" a more comprehen-
-sive· understanding of the matr~x of root causes. Therefore. we ur-ge 
our corumunfons ta 1:hallenge r.1~c:ism throughout society and to engage the 
commitment and participation o · church leaders and members in the 
following areas: 
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Global Rru:ism 

a6re2~1~97 15:3~ 2e2e00~00e j 
Through :::ultatlon· and reports of the World Council of 

Chu~hes' Progr.01mrne to Corr~at Racism. and of the Nationa.J. Council of 
Churches• Commf.11;sion on Faltth and Order and other units and · 
eomaliaslons. the communions\ have been informed abou.t the many forms 
of racism., Although other f~>rms of. racism exist. they do not command 
the po\lller of whi.1te · racism. !Racism is prei udice fed with a sense of 
auperiarity. Wba:n these beUef.s are combined with power in the 
wUtutianaJ. strur.:tures contr·~2lled by the white community, such as 
palit1ca. economks, business!. industry, education and religion, there an••• a formidab·lle union of c>pp:ressive politic:~ and ~conomic systems 
91hfch can sustail~1 the subordination of millions of people. Because 
racism is a sin a·u:ainst God , tve affirm our Gospel mandate to oppose any 
rac:Sat syatem. 

. . . . . 

Q)t)bal Pat~tfesl System .. !. . 

Ql99n the division of ~:he world among nations. we support those 
internatlanal pro(r,rams and pd1l,kies which promote self-determination and 
aelf-auffic:iency for oppressecl people and nations. We commit ourselves 
to support people! of Africa. J,sia. Central and South America, the 
Caribbeanp the M•cdle East atld other areas that are struggling for 
ltben.tJon from pc~litical systems that are maintained by racism. 
c:aloNalisra.. mllitazism and lmt]'1eri.alism. 

MW.tarism · . · · 

On MTeral. occasions. t \e Natio~al ·Council of the Churches of 
Christ In the D.S .. A. has iss1Jted statements condemning the nuclear arms 
race as a threat 1:1::1 the survi1tal of ·humankind. and it has condemned 
lllllltertstic ventur1!s in the Tl1ird · World that have been encouraged or· 

I 
condonad by the Gtlobal 5uper1?owers. While affirming those statements. 
we also urge our 1'Dember com~nunions to devote time and resources to 
continue their pe1u:ernaking ef1:orts in directions that address in . 
particular thf? issues of conve·htional .weapons and the wars fought with 
them that eontinu.11: to destroyj the P.liddle East, Africa. the Caribbean,. 
the Philippines p C:•mtral. America and othe.r areas of the world. We ac:­
knowledge that &Ill increasing number of u .s. racial ethnic youth are 
being drawn into the armed fdrc:es against their personal conVictions · · 
because of the lac:jl o~ educati!::mal and employment opportunities in 
dvllian life. We c1:1mDlit ourse:ll~es to engage in efforts to provide alter­
na~ive areas of ea1:?loyrnent .anl:i educational funding for these youth. 

Ecananics 

GJob&.l ecom>mic system.l:1 foster and perpetuate dependent econ­
omies, especially iu& the Third \Wox-ld. The racisrn thet feeds into and 
results from this u1rrangement is both subtle and virulent. Decisions of 
critical consequenc·es for peopi at the lower end of the economic 
spectrum are madE· in the whit .. ·dominated. power structures from which 
they are systematfoally exdud :d. Clea:tJy the most victimfaed and eco­
nomically deprived people ~ro jr'hir-d Worlc! women. They use limited 
resources to produi::!a thfiil niajo~ity of food for their countries end are the 
most exploited pers:ons in the labor arf!nas. 
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Prices for raw materii2~~s are generally set without cons-ul tat ion 

with the countrie~• that prod Jee them. Cheap labor is extracted !rom 
areas whose sta'b:i:lity is main~Bined by "First World militarism •11 The 
prices of manuf'ac:·tured goads a.r:id even food are set by forces foreign to 
the millions of pe~>ple who m\ st. live with those prices. It is morally 
unjust to have m'.lJllions of pedple starving in Third World ~ountries \vhile 
excess food l"'Ots in the store I houses of affluent white countries. 

W• ur~ 01;1r communic·~:'ls to join together _In carrying these con­
cerns to the govt!.rnments anci multinational corporations which continue 
to profit through racism and ~ppression. We urge our communion invest­
ment. boards to dii·1rest theDJselves of all interest in corporations which 
continue to profit ~rom racial I oppression. especially in South Africa. and 
we urge the religious commurilkty to share its concerns and perceptions 
regarding U.S. international i=>olicies with elected officials. 

• WhUe w~ •~=knot11ledge ~he magnitude of humanitarian assistance 
provided by the c~hurch comm1j1.1nity to pecph: a! lhe Th1rO World. we 
believe that it is 4!qually i111pdrtant to uphold our prophetic responsibility 
to addra•s th~ .ror.1t causes of I their suffering. We commit ourselves to 
advocate with our brothers add sisters in the U.S. and in international 
foruraa for p:ragr~1l%JS, policiesj and international agreements which promote 
&elf-determination and self-su. fficiency o · 

. I . 
. . I 

RACISM IN THE UNITED STAjIES 

· Aa we see 1the cannec:t:~on between global racism and rac::isi:n in the 
United States, 111e affirm thatjour public: and private treatment of all of 
Qod's people ahoultd exemplify· not only our commitment to racial justice, 
but also our ~ion of an incl 1si'\"e and caring society. Our strategies 
ahould include re!1tgnation fI'Cl~n racist professional. civic, service and 
social clubs;; moni1t·aring negati.ve media stereotypes; and identifying 
raclat legislation a1~t all levels ~>f government. Our public pronouncements 
and witness ehoul.dl also include promotion and flnancial assistance for 
ll'ac:lal justice educntionD campdnsatoey prcgramsv fair and non­
discriminatory hou.11ing and lSJ.td rights. The following issues have been 
selected on. the b1u!li.s of their ldirect relationship to racial justice. But 
commitment in th~"e areas shc~Jld not exclude the many other areas of 
l'l uman lite affected. 'by racism Mj . · · 

Eeonomica •!~rid Emplo~1 ~ . . 

Economics tm the heart af racism In the United States. We contin­
ue to c~allenge th1~11e of the n nie>n 's ec;:onomic priorities which belie the · 
aatabU.ehed right c1.J each and !ll to a job with· an equitable wage. We 
note that dlscrilnirlultory praebl:es and the precarious nature of the labor 
market jeopardize mdequate an~l substantial financial security for racial 
ethnic people, whcr continue tc be the mcst adversely affected during 
times of "economic crisis." dec.reases in government services and labor 
management d:isputn!s. 

We pledge E11~pport for he development and full implemenu.rion of 
aggressive soclal, ~~conomic. sud employment policies that protect the 
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econoadc well-betm1g and ·]ob ~ ecurity of all people. mindful of the partic­
ular econornic ins·mcurities fad.ng racial ethnic people. In vtew of the 
historic ex.cl usion of racial etlmk people from Cull participation in soci­
ety, we call for intention.al ef.lforts by societal institutions to include 
racial ethnic peoI1.:le in decisidri-making and leadership. We support 
goals, quotas, 1U11~ other rem~~dies of a!firm3tive action when used as 
minimum. but not maXimum. nieasures of participation. We c!lll for a 
restructured ecori1~:>mie system I based on a cooperative model in place of 
c:urrent COEnpeUti,1•e and c:omp~L!'ative rr.odels th&t promote profit at the 
expense of othen:, (Acts 2:•W4) We comrnit ourselves to promoting the 
1nstitution8llzatlorL of an econd•mic system ptemised on the ethic:al 
prilldples of .Juatnce. Particip~1tion. and Sustainability. 

Civil R1g!!1~! 

We aupport the advanc·!S made in the area o! civil and human · 
rights and in equlill opportl.lni~y- 'We also affinn the protection of the 
essential liberties guaranteed \by the Bill of Rights and the U.S. Consti­
tution against effoMs to unde inine them. We reiterate our commitment to 
anti-rad.st efforts such as pre grams. pol~ci11s and legislation that protect 
the civil right• of all people. heir access to legal and social service. 
and their full participation in this country's political process. · 

We auppon a stronr:. ii1dependent u .s. Civil Rights Commission 
whose members &r•Q1 genuinely mmitted to racial ju.stice, affirmative 
action and desegrugation. and whose vi gila.nee in defense of ciVil rights 
ts not lnlpaired by regressive r partisan manipulation. We call for a 
vital p,10Cess of· ct1Jr'lti.nUing lia.5 scm · bet\veen the Civil Rights Division at 
the Department of Justice and citi:zen organizations ...,orking for racial 
ju11ticeo 

E®eation 

We believe that the nat:'on should provide a systP.m of quality . 
education that is a.i~essible an ! affordable to all ·of its people. Since 
property-tax finani::i.ng does nc t provide sufficient resources for public . 

, education in many :lf'eas of th.ii country o we call for new I more effective 
weys of ftnancing ri•ublic education. Because of this society's ethnic .. _ 
diversity. we also 1!.!firm the d ~velopment and implementation of multi­
cult'U?'al and multi-Ungual educ 1tion at all levels to meet the needs of 
radal ethnic people~ and to pro note greater understanding of racial 
ethnic communities.. In assesslilng a variety of educational systems na- · 
tionwide, we have determined ~hat many private schools. especially many. 
o! the so called ''Christian" ac11.demies. promote and practice ra~ial 
segregation. and in:•till :-acist v llue-systems in 'their students. We find 
this _type of instru•:tion an.tithe :ic:al to Biblical precepts and extremely 
dangerous to the sctCial and fai :h development of young people. \'le call 
for the elimination c1f these adn. inistrative and curriculum policies. 

We commit 01~11r:selves to · fOrk for quality education for all people 
and to press for th.1! financial 2.esources ·necessary to support this vital 
system. We oppose all efforts :o diminish the delivery of 3. va~ety of 
educational options. services. c~urricula. cr-edentials a.nd degrees. We 
also commit ourselv·~s to the de relopment, distribution and use of anti­
rac:ist materio.ls and Cut"ricula that not only provide insights into r3ci:ll 
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jv.1tlee 0. but also eimcourage pee ·ple to \inlearn racial stereotypes and to 
•ol'k towards the reliatt.nation ot racism. 

Family 

We recognl1:1! and deplo. ·e the negative impact that bigotry, racial 
stereotyping and r'llcial discrilllllnation have on the quality of family life 
tn Uds 11ocletye tlf1!' also deplo ~e the economic indignities that dispt"apor­
donately affect th•1 health and wholene::1s of family members~ and that 
cantrlbute to the gr.rowing inf 11lt-martality r.ates especially within radal 
ethnic communities. We advoc:1!Lte full access to health care. nutrition. 
and preventive medicine for all. people. We also commit ourselv~s to 
provide support e J:iesour.:es. a: td educational materials that clarify the 
,,.arlety of images 1and ~les '1fi· bin racial ethnic families in an effort to 
eorntel the stereat:rpes and bt L&es that have distorted public perception I 
eroded interperaorrulll relationst ips and destroyed family structures • 

. vtolenee an·~l the Admin .straticn· of Justice . 

We abhor the pervastvej1ess of violence in the U -S. , and we are 
particularly conce1-:1utd· about t le violence that is perpetrated agairu;t 
radal. ethnic cam11r1:initie:sD We deplore the sinful appropriation of the 
c:ziaas of Jesus.. a oiymbol of re!lligious wholeness, !or .diabolical usage by 
the Ku· Klux Klan. We commit ourselves to contiii.ue analyzing and 
nspandinr to the 11ystemic: gei.1ocide of i-ttcial. ethnic people and to con­
tinua tnvestigatlcn of violence by individuals, groups and even law 
enforcement agenc:H1as. .we alsc cornmi~ ourselves to continue monitoring 
t)\e administration 1~f 1ustice tljroughout the nation to determine if any . 
JD1Bcarriage of jusUce ls being inflicted 'upon racial ethnic people through 
the court systems 1~r legal pre :edures such as bail-setting. sentencing. 
and ill.carceration. 

We pledge miraelves to the eradication of the root causes o! 
'Violence in this· na.tion. 

lmm1gz:ant.e ,;and Refuge-.!_ 

We recognlm!· that the 1' ; S. is a nation of voluntary and invol­
untary immigrants 1, with the e· cc:eption of Indigenous People. Howev~, 
lmratrration pollc:ie11: and practi :es have . .historically been racist and 
discriminatory. World problea s and strife continue to cause mass mi­
gra~iona of people froiD one cc 11ntry to another and from one continent to 
another. As immim:rants and 1 efugees join us in the U.S. , · we affirm the 
Judeo-Christian c:c11~cepts of h~c;pitality. assistance and asylum for the · 
•tranger. We opp~,se the lac le: of due process protection; the brutality 
and violence duru.1t depcrtatic1n proceedings; and the political favoritism 
fop one group ovew another, !ii 11ch as the recent treatment of Haitians 
end Salvado?&n& 111ineft compared w;rl-1 t'hpt of E:uropcQfta. We :J~pport • 
fair and just immiuration polic~r, the extension of rights guaranteed by 
the U 4 S. ConsUt uu.:ion to immif~rants and refugees, and the removal of 
the racist And inh.rL&l'ftane stigmns fcrccd upon immigrauls. . 

Media 

The media :i1hape our ti oughts. influence our decisions and alter 
our perception o! the 'NOrld. Because of tec:hnologic:al advances, on one 

,, .. - '~ 
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hand the media tL.ave enhanc~d our understanding of ourselves and of the 
t'orldo and on tlM? other theJf have tended to lend themselves both 
conaciously and ·w1nconsciousljl to the perpetuation of racism through 
ncncoverage, poor coverage. I. negative stereotypes and misinformation. 
Motivated primarily 'by a desfre to appeal to popular ta::ites and interest 
in order to maximize their airactiveness to commercial advertisers. the 
media tend to re:~lect and ref force existing feelings and attitudes of 
racism in the lari~er society.. Their capital-intensive structure has pre­
cluded the entry at decision making levels of all but a few racial ethnic 
people. With thr3 great infly nee exercised by the media in the modern . 
world should ga 1:ommensura1 e responsibility for truthfulness and sensi­
tivity tn the repr~•rtage, port ayal and treatment oi racial ethnic people 
and their c:ancer.1'LS. for creating cross-cultural dialogue, and· for promot­
ing awareness of' the severit r of racial and economic oppressicm. Instead 
of amplifying e:id~•ting racism I. the medin can help to combat it, and we 
c::cmmlt ourselves 1:0 call the111 to that kind of responsible role in this 
country. 

BENEDIC'IION 

F~m the 'beglnnirig Q1 hUMRft Rxl!l;.tP.rU~e, jUSti~e has been & ke}r 
·element in Cod's revelation for human relationships. The Old Testament 
Prophets' words ·~f ccndemn1 tion and the nee<! for repentance as well as 
their vision of the Kingdom lf God. e~phasi%e that peace and f\ill life 
come from Justicil!. As chur:hes· of .Jesus Christ. we acknowledge that 
we have not alw;~ys shown l• adership in issues of justice. At this time. 
God h calling w~ more stron &lY than ever to take a. prophetic stance and 
move from powei~rw rhetoric to Critical action. The call is to raise the 

· banner against t1lcial lnjusti

3
. ~:e · and to make a significant impact on our 

nation and thn.1\l:;ghout the orld. We commit our churches, our re­
sources and our lives to the cleansing of racism and genocide from our 
world. As we. f•JCUS our att mtion upon the evils of national end interna­
tional secular ra~~ism. we mlll.st elso, emphatic!lllY and intentionally. focus 
~qually upon thc1 evil reside: it within ourselves. . · . 

· ·. · In order l~o concretlz,.! this commitment, the National Council of 
the Chu.rches of Christ in tl.1e U . S . A. commits its elf and calls upon its 
member communkins to comm: t themselves· for the next decade to racial 
justice by el!mimLting racism from chUl"Ch structures and to initiate and 
:support efforts to ellmln,ate t from SOC!iety. 

It ls our :h.ope that tl 1e power of this action will create a condition 
of trust. hope and Jove amo 1g all people .of good will. Although this 
aetlon aeerns lind.1:od 9 the int int is to 'besin n. sc:riou::; a.nc strenuous 
effort .to eradicate racism b~ letting the world know by our actions that 
w~ are committee~ to justice :or ell of humanity. 

· We Daffi.rm our love ar d affection for the people of the world, for 
the people of th:l.s nation an,.l for generations yet to come by offering 
t!Us .document ru1. the ste.rtin point of a new way of life . 
... .. . 

26.S - U 

~036 
l'::> 



0~/02/9r MON 18:37 FAX 212 870 2817 NCCUSA OGS -·--·-- NCC WASHINGTON 

justice. but aleo encoura1e pe 1ple to unlearn racial stereotypes and ta 
•or'k towards the ~ellminat~n ci racism. 

Family 

We reeognfae and deplc e the negative impact that bigotry. .racial 
ate~ln~ alld i:-adal discm inlltinn h.Av"' nn the q;u.ali.ty gf fAmily lifo 
tn thl8 aoctety ~ 11~e also deplc re the economic indignities that dispropor­
tionately affect th·it health and; wholeness of family members. and that 
contribute tc the ri:rowing lnfs I'll-mortality :r:ates especially within racial 
atlmle communitieE: . We advoc· ate f'ull access to health care. nutrition, 
and preventive mt!•&cine for a l people. We also commit ourselves to 
provide support, u-e.sources. •~nd educational materials that clarify the 
.,variety of tmaces and roles w!ilthin racial ethnic: f a.milies in an effort ta 
correct the stereoqypes and btases that have distorted public: perception, 
eroded lnterpersan.al relatlonsli!Lips and destroyed family stl"Uctures o 

Violence uui the Admi1 istration of Justice . 
We abhor the pervastv ness of violence in the U.S. • and we ere 

part1c:ularly canceH11ad· about e violence that is perpetrated against 
radii ethnic comcrn1N.ties.. WE·~ deplore the sinful appropriation of the 
croae · of Jesus" a aymbol of r !ligious wholeness. .for diabolical usage by 
the Ku -Klux Klan. We eommi1 ourselves to continue analy~ng and 
nspon.ding to the systemic gE nocide Of facial. ethnic: people and to con­
tinue ln\l'eetigatior~ of violence .. 'by indiYiduals. groups and even law 
enforcement agendes. .We al!. cornmit ourselves to continue monitoring 
the administration of justice t t!"Ou~l\out the nation to detennine if ariy 
ad.llcarrlage of jusaice is bein inflicted ·upon racial ethnic people through 
the court systems or legal pr1 cedures such as bail-setting, sentencing. 
and ln.carceration .. 

We pledge •:»urselves tc1 the eradication cf the root causes of 
violence in this n.B1t1on. 

Immigrants. and Refu~. !!! 

. We reeop1t11e that the j,. .s. is a nation of voluntary and invol-
untary immig?"antt:1, with the ~fxception of Indigenous People. Howev~, 
immigration poUcirns and pre.ct ces have .. historically been racist and 
discriminatory. World proble ll$ and strife continue to cause ·mass mi­
arra~ions of peopllif f1'e<n one c1>untry to another :ind Crom one continent to 
another a As imm~l:grants and lrefugees join us in the U.S. , we affirm the 
JudeO""Christian cnncepts of t~ospitality. assistance and asylum for the . 
st'tan.ger. We oppose the laclW: of due process protection; the brutality 
and violence durlng deportatiJm pro~eedings: and the political fa"Vcrltism 
for one gn>up ov1~r another, Jn.1ch as the recent treatment of Haitians 
and Salvadorans 1.1rhen compai·jed with that of Europeans. We support a 
fair and just immi.~p-ation polfoy, the extension of rights guaranteed by 
the U.S. Constitulion to immil~nn.ts and refugees, and the removal of 
the racist and inhumane stigni.as forced upon immigrants. · . 

Med ta 

The media shape our 1:houghts, influence our decisions and alter 
OU?' perception of the world. Because of technological ad,;ances. on one 
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en R.ac:1al Just~~ce, Adopted by t.he Governing Board November 10, 1984) 
(to Be Inserted .ns the Ope.nilig Stateman~ of the NCCC Polic:.y StateMent 

(Th~s theological S1:ata~ent Ada>ted by the Caverninn Board November 6, 1985) 

God. .. • Creac:icm 

All humanit.~' ill created tn the tmsge of God. Christians 
are called to a one1H1u in. Chris. vhich unitea all p•rt1cular1ties and 
reaffirms the 11bl1eul ta.age of .od as a universal aff1rmat1cin of fa1Ch. 

11.ac:ism is a.11 expression' of idolatry, teplacing faith in the Cod vho 
made all people and 11h.o raised J" 111us from the dead tirith the beU.cf in the 
euper1or1ty of one 1·1ace over anei her. or in t.he uni'V'ersaU.ty of a part1c'1lar 
form af c\&ltute. t.·'hen chis ido acr1 is expreased by those 1o1ho po9sess 
e.conoaaic and politic:;ial power, it leads to a. cruel and e:ii;t11Rsive repress1on of 
eele~ted peoples ancl a negatiot\ >f tt:ieir identity and value as given by God. 

the t'b.urc:h·a Miaa1on 
u 

th@ church ls ·called tc identify racism as sin agains~ God and ls 
s~mma~•d to el1m1nal:e it. As Christians hear and respond to the Cospel they 
canfe•• that all people are called into the fellov6h1p of Christ and throtlgh 
cha l:loly Spirit cremte such a fc lloW'ship. Tb• grace of God b needed in this 
caek. beca\lse 11ln exM:·te itll poUl r over all people (lomans l:23). 
Rac18m can. be vanq_u:Ls'ti•d, final: y. by nothing less than Cod ~s redempti"e 
action to liberate both victims and victi1:dz:ers· from this evil. 

Tha acrugglc against r .cid 1njuetice conc1nues co be vaged by 
th• Lord Jee\&a 0 Qon2fe1111cd by Ch i:!itian.1 together as th~ Ch'1"t • 
In Chrht God dut.ll•ans;es racism. and promisu its defeat. That challenge 
is pact o( t.hc mean:Lng of the C1 ass and 1s a part: of the resurrection 
proai.••· 

Through. th·~ Holy Spiri God calls and gachers t'he church 1n obedience 
co th.e gospel of Je:11us Christ. Although no one, net even those called 'Qy che 
nama of Jee11a Chris•c, c:mn claim to be fri;:e from racism or it.a effectl5. tho!ile 
who have been baptiuad into the death and reeu~rection of Christ are called to 
wolk in ne"1teea af life (Romana 6:4). In each genKration the faithful of the 
church are to :ttrugij;le against :acial iaju&cice. 
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Pell099h1P aod h'ocli!!-C10D 

When the Nenf testuent :peaks of fellowship or k.oinonia (c:f • 1 
Cor. 1:9) among ~he (leni:Ue1 of 1 the nations" (ta ethne)o it grounds that 
fello"ship 1n ltaptU1n. "Fot> by one Sp1r1t 11e llere all baptized into one 
bodY" - Je."• ar Creek.•1, slaves or free - and al~ \lere mad• to drink. of one 
SpicU:." (l Cor. 12.:1.3: cf. cal. 3:28). In 1.ts h1l~ah.1p the.church 
manifests Cod's l\e"" •:"re&tion in. :he ~dst of the old: If anyone 1s in Christ, 
that person ta a new creation; tie old has passed a\lay; behold, the new ha& 
coae.'' (tt Cft~. 5:l7; cf. Gal. 6:15). Yithin ch1~ ne~ creation af Cod 

dt,vh1.on1 vhich ha11e fome-rly 1e1 a rated h\Jman beings are deetroyed o even tholie 
cnated ·by rac:1111Q. 1~ll are \lnitt d 1n fellowship and f ncdom by t.he grace of 
Cod in Jeeua Chrtata 

The &t'ece a:f. Cocl allows Christian• to re:cogTliza 41\d appreciate 
ethnic d1verd.ty vltH,o\lc confu•it .g 1.1nity v1th Hau:ness. Richness and 
dlver•ity became the _.rk of the church from .ics earliest days. tn the Acts 
of the Apoetle• e che cf.eacription of the. &incle af Pentecc:1at d.e111onstt"atea nor:. 
that tbe Holy 9p1r1t ead@ d1A~t~· lar p@epl•• idanclcal, bu~ thac in the 
diveraicy of languasn111 and t0Qgu.e11 the ane 111essage was heatd by the PDY 
people• and "I&& epremd a=cng alljthe nations {Acts z: 11··21). Fro" the moment 
of lea birth the c;h\u~ch haa had 18 its -mission to include all people and 
to unify them \Ander ~;he Go.spe.l i 1to true. fellowship Vith Cod and uith each 
oth.eu:·. In the dive1~sit)' of the .r races and languages. peep la of faith ven 
uaic.ed 1n t:heir confusion of th: mighty acts of Gad. tt 1s in response • 
to the canc.1nuing mitlhty acc.1 of Cod that the chut'ch is called co pureue 
rada.1 justice. 

The risen Joeus inst rue ~ed his disc.1ples to "malc.e disciples of all 
natiotis, bapt1a1.ng c.hem lo the nulle of the Facher, Son, and Holy Spirit" 
(Kat~heY 28:19). All people Lnd all n~tioas are the focus of the ~iss1on 
aud min1atry ot the 1:hr1at1an chJrch. No one race or people can claim to be 
e1Ccludvel7 the peop<Le of Cod. fo one race or people can be identified as 
being ex:cludcd from 1:::0d PS srac.1c1:16 salvai;ion in Christ. 

the sin of raciam appaa1 11 also in the church, for t.here is no 
1111.11un1ty from it11 du·monie power.. the churc.h is 1n con1Stanc need of God's 
word (Jol\c 1: 1): ta ~ondemn and o forgive 1 to strike dovn and to p_romise 
grace, to acc"se sinners of their idolatry .and faichlesgnese and to r:edee111 
i:hea to nev inclusi,"r:neas it'\ thE:1 r U. f e. 

V1tn1n the church, ther, there ts both individual and inst1cut1onal 
respons1.bil1ty to p1~o&ote racia: jusi::ice. 'Whc'C"e any ~orm of t'ac1sm e,;:tsts 
Chriseian11 mu.st call each other co account in love an.d justice by procla1m1ng 
God -s poverfial golilp•~l. Chi:i.sc11 ns also 5Ct"ive togecher in the power of th~ 
Spirit to create 1n:uticutional l.orms of th!!! church 1n wh1c.h ra<:i!!lm 1!f 
eliminated and cult•Jral and er:l'Ll..ic ric:hneS-'11 are celebracad. 

~OJ9 
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Cbriat'• L1beracins 1~~ 

Th& rule of Cod extends to all creat1on. Tha chutch ~use identiff 
and challense poli~i·:al, soc.isl .nd econolll.1.c injustice, 'oeyond the church. 
the church is called co work aga~ns~ every inatitucionali~ed for~ of taci~m ln 
sac::iet:y. 

The church ls r.Rl laA .ia1 o ~o idanci.E:r ca."lJ c.L.cr.ud v1'Ct1 v1ct1ms ot 
ra~iaM. 1~ sta~diQI vith those ~o seek to be tree from Che oppression of 
raeis~. the church ~aars witness to the liberating love of the God who wills 
all peoplq co be i~ llellovship a d unity. 

Christ is pr.e11ent in th1 t.totld tJhere'ler Goud Ne•.rs is ;:ira~ched· to the 
poor 0 che release of the captiv~ . i~ ptoc.lai~ed, the blind are giv~n the1r 

eight. and those who are oppress 1d are set free. (See Luke 4:18). Ic is the 
pdv1.l.t:se and rcaponuib1lity of :he church to be engaged in Chrhc·s 1r1ork 
to -Ko chcac •i.1Jio1\ ~• !.ii:illl.Li;.y. 

Cnriet'"s Ul!e, K1nistn and Hessage are 1111andates to the churc;.h 
co part1c1pace fully in the aver:am1ng of tha potJer of evil and in ~he 
liberation of the oppressed. 
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