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THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release | : August 3, 1996

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
IN RADIO ADDRESS TO THE NATION

The Oval Office

10:06 A.M. EDT

THE PRESIDENT: Good morning. Today I'm pleased to announce a major step for
protecting the health and safety of all Americans, especially our children. In a few moments I'll
sign into law legislation that will revolutionize the way we protect our food from harmful
pesticides. This is a positive and hopeful time, an age of enormous possibility for our people, a
chance for us to build a country and a world that is stronger and safer and more full of
opportunity than any that has existed before.

The way we will master this moment of change is the way we always have -- by meeting
our challenges and holding fast to our enduring values. Central among these is the belief that
American families are owed some basic security. They should khow that the food they eat and
‘the water they drink will not make them sick.

From the day I took office I've worked hard to meet this fundamental promise. We
strengthened and expanded the Community Right to Know law, which requires industries to tell
our citizens exactly what substances are being released into the world around us. Last year we
put in place strong new protections to ensure that the seafood we eat is safe, and last month I
announced steps to revamp our meat and poultry inspection system for the first time in 90 years.

Today we add the cornerstone to the solid foundation we've built for America's families
-- the Food Quality Protection Act. Three years ago I proposed reforms to overhaul and
strengthen the way we regulate pesticides. This landmark legislation meets the goals I set forth
then. I like to think of it as the "peace of mind" act, because it will give parents the peace of
mind that comes from knowing that fruits, vegetables and grains they set down in front of their
children are safe.

This legislation is long overdue. The old safeguards that protected our foods from
pesticides were written with the best intentions, but they're simply no longer up to the job. Bad



pesticides have stayed on the market too long, good alternatives have been kept out. There are
strong protections against cancer, but not against other health dangers. There is no uniform
standard for what is safe.

Those weaknesses in the present law put us all at risk, but especially our children.
According to the National Academy of Sciences, infants and young people are particularly
vulnerable to pesticides -- chemicals can go a long way in a small body. The Food Quality
Protection Act puts the safety of our children first. First, it sets clear, consistent standards for
all pesticide use on all foods for all health risks. It also sets that standard high. If a pesticide
poses a danger to our children, then it won't be in our food, period.

Second, the Act will reform the regulatory process for pesticides. New, safer substitutes
will be approved faster. The sooner they get on the market, the sooner farmers will be able to
use them to replace older pesticides that may pose greater health risks. All pesticides will be
reviewed regularly using the best science available.

Third, this legislation will see to it that consumers get the facts they need. Supermarkets
will be required to provide health information to shoppers about the pesticides used on the food
they're buying. A family should be able to gather for a summer dinner knowing that the fruits
and vegetables before them will provide nothing more than nourishment and joy. Americans have
enough on their minds without having to worry about whether or not the food they eat will put
them in harm's way. With this legislation, Americans will continue to have the security of
knowing that the world's most bountiful food supply is also its safest.

Just as important as what this law does is how it came into being. The Food Quality
Protection Act comes to my desk with the support of farmers and environmentalists, consumer
groups and agriculture groups and the medical industry. After more than a decade of work, these
diverse groups have come together to say with this bill, we do not have to choose between a
strong economy and a safe environment. We can have both.

This bill also comes to the White House with the unanimous backing of all Republicans
and all Democrats in Congress. What a difference a year makes. Last August, we were fighting
off a concerted effort to roll back our most basic safeguards for clean air, clean water and clean
food. Our traditional bipartisan commitment to protecting the. public health and our environment
was at risk. Today, on this issue, I'm proud to say that we again stand on common ground.

That is how we must meet all the challenges of our time -- not by drifting apart, but by
coming together. In the last week, members of both parties have joined in common cause to do
what's best for America -- to end welfare as we know it, to raise the minimum wage and aid small
businesses, to pass health care reform and to safeguard our food. Last night, Congress passed
strong legislation to help keep our drinking water safe. This is truly a season of progress because
we're turning away from extremism and coming together around our basic values of opportunity,
responsibility and community. If we keep it up, we surely will make this an age of possibility for
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all Americans.
Thanks for listening.

END 10:12 A M. EDT



THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release May 20, 1996

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
AT BILL SIGNING CEREMONY FOR
THE RYAN WHITE REAUTHORIZATION ACT OF 1996

Roosevelt Room

11:25 A M. EDT

THE PRESIDENT: Good morning. Senator Kassebaum, Senator Hatch, Senator Frist,
Congressman Waxman and Pelosi and Gunderson -- Congresswoman Pelosi. (Laughter.) And
of course, the people who came in with me -- our AIDS Policy Director Patsy Fleming, and
Jeanne White, who deserves a lot of credit for this day. Iam pleased to be here to sign legislation
to continue the Ryan White Care Act for the next five years.

I also want to thank Secretary Shalala, who is in Geneva, and Senator Kennedy, who
couldn't be with us today but who has been a real leader on this issue. I want to thank all of you
representing dozens of organizations in this room who are on the front lines of this struggle; and
also those whom you represent all across America who could not be here in the room today, but
who have done their part as well.

And let me once again say a special thanks to Jeanne White for standing here today. Your
fine son became a hero to many of us. He was a brave young man who taught America the truth
about AIDS. He helped people all over the world to understand that people with AIDS deserve
not only the best medical care, but also our compassion and our love. And we're eternally
grateful for that.

It's hard to believe, but AIDS has now been with us for nearly two decades. In that time,
more half a million Americans have been diagnosed, more than 300,000 of our fellow citizens
have died. AIDS has taken too many friends and relatives and loved ones from every one of us
in this room. It has shaken the faith of many, but it has inspired a remarkable community spirit,
as evidenced by your presence here today.

We are not powerless in the face of this challenge -- look how far we've come. At one
time AIDS was thought of as inevitably the end of life, the death of hope. But today, through the



twin miracles of science and spirit, we're making great progress. People are living longer;
infection rates are going down among a number of previously high-risk groups; there is hope for
a cure.

We know that AIDS affects all Americans. Every person with HIV or AIDS is someone's
son or daughter, brother or sister, parent or grandparent. We cannot allow discrimination of any
kind to blind us to what we must do.

The Ryan White Care Act has been a big part of America's progress. Since it became law
in 1990, this bill has helped hundreds of thousands of people to get the care they need in clinics
and doctors' offices. It's kept people out of hospitals so they could be cared for at home,
surrounded by families and loved ones. It's paid for the growing assortment of promising drugs
that are helping so many people with AIDS to live longer and healthier lives. I'm proud that the
FDA has speeded up approval of these new drugs.

I'm also very pleased that funding for this program has more than doubled in the last three
and a half years. And that's very important, because, as all of you in this room know, it fills the
gaps in the Medicaid program -- half the people who are infected get their care through the Ryan
White Care Act and, of course, 90 percent of the children do.

As 1 sign the legislation, I also want to note that today, the Department of Health and
Human Services has awarded $350 million in funds authorized under this bill in all 50 states and
now in 49 U.S. cities, up from 23 just three years ago. We're also making available another $52
million to help more people with AIDS get the drugs they need. And this legislation will help
states to capitalize on a recent medical breakthrough: We now know that with voluntary testing
and the use of AZT, we can prevent HIV transmission from a pregnant mother to her child.

In the last year alone, there has been a 10-percent reduction in the number of infected
children. It is estimated that we can actually end this tragic form of transmission by the end of
this century, just four years away. It is our job to make that happen.

But even as we celebrate our progress, we shouldn't forget that the fight is not over. We
have to do more to stop the rising tide of infection among women, communities of color, and
young people -- especially young gay men. Until there is a cure, we cannot and most not rest.

In his autobiography, Ryan White describes himself as "just another kid from Kokomo."
We know he was much more than that. He taught a nation to care instead of hate, to embrace
people living with AIDS as a part of our American family, to extend always the hand of hope.
There are others in this room who have children who are a lot like him. I thank all of you, and
I thank all of you who have fought this battle for so long.

This legislation offers hope for another five years. Let us all pray that no President will
ever have to sign another bill because, by then, we will have found a cure for AIDS and a vaccine
to protect every American.



Let me again thank the members of Congress who are here and note that this bill passed
by a voice vote in the Senate and, with only four dissenting votes in the House of Representatives,
I believe 414 for. So that's a great tribute to the members of Congress in both parties who spoke
out in favor of this. And I thank those who are here, and Senator Kennedy especially, for what
they have all done.

Thank you very much. (Applause.)

END 11:30 A.M. EDT



THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release August 7, 1996

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
UPON DEPARTURE

The South Lawn

1:15 PM. EDT

THE PRESIDENT: Good afternoon. I'm glad to be joined by my science and technology
adviser, Dr. Jack Gibbons, to make a few comments about today's announcement by NASA.

This is the product of years of exploration and months of intensive study by some of the
world's most distinguished scientists. Like all discoveries, this one will and should continue to
be reviewed, examined and scrutinized. It must be confirmed by other scientists. But clearly,
the fact that something of this magnitude is being explored is another vindication of America's
space program and our continuing support for it, even in these tough financial times. I am
determined that the American space program will put its full intellectual power and technological
prowess behind the search for further evidence of life on Mars.

First, I have asked Administrator Goldin to ensure that this finding is subject to a
methodical process of further peer review and validation. Second, I have asked the Vice President
to convene at the White House before the end of the year a bipartisan space summit on the future
of America's space program. A significant purpose of this summit will be to discuss how
America should pursue answers to the scientific questions raised by this finding. Third, we are
committed to the aggressive plan we have put in place for robotic exploration of Mars. America's
next unmanned mission to Mars is scheduled to lift off from the Kennedy Space Center in
November. It will be followed by a second mission in December. I should tell you that the first
mission is scheduled to land on Mars on July the 4th, 1997 -- Independence Day.

It is well worth contemplating how we reached this moment of discovery. More than 4
billion years ago this piece of rock was formed as a part of the original crust of Mars. After
billions of years it broke from the surface and began a 16 million year journey-through space that
would end here on Earth. It arrived in a meteor shower 13,000 years ago. And in 1984 an
American scientist on an annual U.S. government mission to search for meteors on Antarctica
picked it up and took it to be studied. Appropriately, it was the first rock to be picked up that
year -- rock number 84001.



Today, rock 84001 speaks to us across all those billions of years and millions of miles.
It speaks of the possibility of life. If this discovery is confirmed, it will surely be one of the most
stunning insights into our universe that science has ever uncovered. Its implications are as
far-reaching and awe-inspiring as can be imagined. Even as it promises answers to some of our
oldest questions, it poses still others even more fundamental.

We will continue to listen closely to what it has to say as we continue the search for
answers and for knowledge that is as old as humanity itself but essential to our people's future.

Thank you.

Q Mr. President, Republicans right now are going through a wrenching abortion
debate. At the same time, pro-choice advocates have created the pro-choice public education
project, they're calling it. They say abortion rights are under a very grave danger. Would you
agree with that assessment? And what do you think of the Republicans’ troubles?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, they are only under grave danger if the election results in a
change in the occupant of the White House. But what I think about the -- I'd like to just compare
it with what we did in the Democratic Party. Some of our pro-life members asked for a
conscience clause in the Democratic platform. And I thought it was a good idea. I recommended
it. The platform committee unanimously embraced it. And the Democratic Party was proud to
do it. We believe this is a matter which should be left to private conscience. And we believe that
people who have pro-life convictions should be respected.

What you see here in the Republican Party is more of the extremism that we saw
manifested in their budget proposals, their environmental proposals, their opposition to sensible
crime proposals in the previous two years. And it's lamentable. It's not good for the country.
And I would just say that in this convention season, we would welcome thoughtful, moderate,
concerned Republicans, independents, to join our party this year and to help keep moving America
forward and bringing America together.

Q You do not feel the rights are under grave danger at this point?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, right now we have a Supreme Court decision and an
administration committed to the pro-choice position and committing to doing whatever we can to
keep the government out of that decision, but to take initiatives that would reduce the number of
abortions in America, including the recent tax credit for adoption that we strongly supported that
will be part of minimum wage bill when it comes to me for signature.

So I'm determined to protect those rights and to keep the government out of it. But it is
fair to say that in this election that is one of the matters at issue. Yes, it is fair to say that.

Thank you.



Q Where did you get that tie?

THE PRESIDENT: It's an Olympic tie. I got it down at the Olympics. Do you want to
trade? (Laughter.) Thanks.

THE PRESS: Thank you.

END 1:20 P.M. EDT



THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release July 26, 1996

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
AT THE NATIONAL MEDALS OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

The East Room

2:50 PM. EDT

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much. Thank you. Please be seated.

We're honored to be joined today by Senator Chris Dodd; Chairman Ben Gilman;
Congressman George Brown; Secretary Kantor; Secretary O'Leary; Secretary Shalala; Chairman
of the Council of Economic Advisers, Joe Stiglitz; Dr. Laura Tyson, the head of the National
Economic Council; Dr. Neal Lane, the National Science Foundation Director; and Dr. Harold
Varmus, the Director of NIH; Mary Good, the Undersecretary of Commerce for Technology;
and, of course, the President's Adviser on Science and Technology, Dr. Jack Gibbons, who has
done a wonderful job. I want to thank him for everything he has done.

I am very honored to be here today to present the winners of the National Medals of
Science and Technology. Scientists have always been at the center of our national defense and
our national conscience. Sometimes they have been one and the same. Thirty-three years ago
today President Kennedy, with the advice and counsel of his science adviser, Jerome Weisnerxx,
and the scientific community, called upon our nation to take a step back from the shadows of war
by supporting a limited nuclear test ban treaty. In that famous speech, President Kennedy
envisioned a farther reaching treaty that banned all testing everywhere, including underground.

Today I am proud to tell you that when the Conference on Disarmament reconvenes in
Geneva on Monday, we will be one step closer to realizing President Kennedy's vision of a safer
world. The United States will support without change the comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty
that the chairman of the negotiating committee proposed when the negotiations adjourned last
June.

The United Kingdom, France and Russia have also announced their support for this
document. Now I call upon other members of the conference to do the same. I urge them to
endorse and forward the chairman's text without change to the United Nations so that the General



Assembly can approve the treaty and open it for signature in September. What a remarkable thing
that would be.

This is an exciting time for our entire world and, of course, for America. Today we are
enjoying the Olympic games and as we applaud the athletes in Atlanta we have to remember that
the technological advances of many, many people throughout the world have made it possible for
all of us to enjoy it, perhaps more when we aren't there than even when we are, although having
been there I can vouch for the virtue of being there.

We also have to remember that America is engaged in another kind of competition. The
competition for leadership in the world of science and technology and for the jobs and economic
growth and social stability that they create. Here at home our economic strategy is working. Our
people have created more than 10 million new jobs in the last four years. We've cut the deficit
by more than half and we're the first administration to cut it four years in a row since John Tyler
in the 1840s. Every time I say that and someone's impressed, I have to add that President Tyler
was not reelected. (Laughter.) But I think it was a good thing anyway that he did.

Real hourly wages are rising again after dropping for a decade. The combined rate of
unemployment, inflation and home mortgages are the lowest in three decades, so our country is
moving in the right direction. But to stay on top in the global economy, clearly we have to do
more. I've done everything I can to increase our commitment to support scientific research and
development at every level, especially at our universities. Government investment in technology
is responsible for the computer, the jet aircraft and the Internet. Once these inventions were the
stuff of science fiction. Now it is hard to imagine life without them. No investments we've ever
made has paid off better in jobs, in growth, in opportunity. Breakthroughs of the kind we applaud
today do not just happen overnight. They represent years and years of investment and hard work.-
If we want the best science in the world, we must have the best scientists.

Last fall I launched a program to connect every classroom in America to the Internet by
the year 2000. I want to make a college education available for every American who is willing
to work for it. I want to make at least two years of education after high school as much of a
standard for everybody as a high school education is now.

All these things will help us to grow the economy and to allow America to grow together
into the 21st century. But if we really want the America of our dreams, we must have research
and development at universities and at every level as a funding priority for America. We must
extend the research and development tax credit to encourage the private sector to do its part, as
well. This is absolutely critical.

Today I'm announcing a research contract to build the world's fastest and largest
supercomputer at the Department of Energy's Lawrence Livermore Laboratory in California.
This new supercomputer will be 300 times more powerful than any in the world. If it were an
Olympic pole vaulter, for example, that means it would beat the current world record by about
600 stories on a typical building. (Laughter.) This computer will be able to do in one second
what it would take a person with a hand-held calculator 30,000 years to accomplish. It will bring



us closer to a comprehensive test ban by helping to maintain the safety and reliability of our own
nuclear stockpile, without resorting to nuclear testing.

Unlike other supercomputers developed for national security purposes, it can quickly be
switched to important civilian applications as well -- developing new drugs and medical devices,
improving weather forecasting, designing safer and faster airplanes, exploring tapes. In
partnership, the Department of Energy and IBM will help us to build this machine which will go
on line in 1998. The new supercomputer is the result of our investment in research and
development. It will help to make sure that America enters the 21st century as the world leader
in computing power, and that we retain that lead for decades to come.

In a few moments it will be my privilege to present the National Medals of Science and
Technology to a number of very distinguished Americans -- whom we're all grateful. When I do
I'll have the honor to award a special posthumous National Medal of Technology to the late
Secretary of Commerce, Ron Brown. Many of you who knew and worked with Ron know that
he was a tireless advocate of government leadership in research and development, especially in
technology. He understood that it was the key to producing world-class technology to ensure
America's leadership in the global economy. He knew that he could do his job better in
promoting our economic interests around the world if we were still leading in research and
development, in technology, in partnerships with the private sector.

He knew the American spirit of innovation is one of our greatest national resources. And
for him it was embodied in the Department of Commerce's advanced technology program. Under
his leadership that program prospered and forged remarkable, remarkable partnerships with the
private sector, with remarkable results. I regret to say that there are some who disagree with us
on this in the Congress. I think it is more ideology than evidence. And I hope, in the spirit of
science, we can look at the evidence and realize that Ron Brown was right. It's hard not to miss
him at an occasion like this, which would have given him so much pride in our nation and its
prospects.

As I present these awards, let us all remember the impact that the work of these people
have on our world. Police officers are stronger and safer because their bullet-proof vests are
stronger. People undergoing organ transplants have a better chance of complete recovery. Our
aviation safety is more secure.

Like the athletes in Atlanta, these men and women have devoted themselves to being the
best at what they do. Their vision, their genius, their constant commitment to do their work better
have made America a better place and the world a better place. They deserve the highest measure
of our respect and praise, and they also deserve our support in following policies that will enable
them and those who will succeed them to keep alive the burning torch of research, development,
science and technology in the United States for as long as we are here.

We cannot let them down when they have done so much for us. I ask you to join me in
honoring them and, Major, you can begin to read the citations. -



(Citations are read.)

Ladies and Gentlemen, we are about to adjourn. I do want to make one announcement.
After my hamhanded attempt, Dr. Samuelson succeeded in putting the medal over his own head.
And I don't know how many of you, like me, read his textbooks in college, but that is not the first
problem that he could solve that I couldn't. (Laughter.) So it's been another exercise in
presidential humility from you, sir. Thank you very much.

It's been a wonderful afternoon. Thank you. God bless you all and good day. Thank
you. (Applause.)

END 3:12 P.M. EDT



