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REMARKS BY
PRESIDENT WILLIAM JEFFERSON CLINTON
PROGRESSIVE NATIONAL BAPTIST CONVENTION
CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA
AUGUST 9, 18985

[Acknowledgements: Rev. Bennett W. Smith for introduction;
Governor Hunt; Rev. Harold Diggs, host pastor; Rev. Otis Moss,
Jr.; Rev. Charles Adams, past president; Rev. Billy Kyles,
Memphis; my good friend Rev. Gardner Taylor, founder; bishops;
ministers; and distinguished guests....]

I am honored to be here with you today. They told me I would be
speaking in a convention hall, but when I heard that choir
singing, I knew I was in the House of the Lord. Thank you for
inviting me into this house and making me feel right at home.

As your President, I know that our country needs more than
political leadership from the White House and the Congress. We
need the kind of spiritual leadership that only you can provide.
Unfortunately, the importance of your work too often gets
overlooked.

This reminds me of a story I heard recently. A man went into a
bookstore and asked the clerk to show him the "Religion" section.
She politely said to him, "I'm sorry, but we no longer have a
religion section. What you want is either Nonfiction or Self-
Improvement." At least she didn’t point. him to the fiction or

fantasy section.

What they didn’t know at that bookstore is that there is a strong
cadre of ministers and clergymen, of all faiths who are quietly
leading the charge for spiritual renewal and reconciliation in
America.

Reconciliation, like charity, begins at home. So, I am
especially gratified to see our entire Baptist family finally
reaching common ground on the issue of race and civil rights. I
understand that this is the first-ever joint meeting between the
Progressive Baptist Convention and the Alliance of Baptists. You
are breaking new ground and we are all grateful for your efforts.

I also want to commend the Southern Baptist Convention for its
strong statement regarding the split with Northern Baptists 150
years ago over slavery. And I want to commend all of you for
accepting this apology and pledging to use it to heal old wounds.

America needs your healing powers now as never before. Our
families, our children, and our values are facing unprecedented
pressures at the dawn of the 21st century.

There are two distinct sides to the debate about family values.



On the one hand, are those who see family problems and children’s
problems as primarily matters of personal and social morality.
They believe that all government has to do is encourage good
behavior.

On the other hand, are those who see family problems primarily as
a result of the tremendous economic difficulties facing Americans
today. They believe government’s job is to develop policies that
help people make the most of their own abilities, and rewards
those who work hard and play by the rules.

_But, these two sides really aren’t as far apart as they seem. A
moral problem can quickly become an economic problem. In the
case of teen pregnancy for example, the cycle of poverty and
hopelessness will continue from one generation to the next unless
we intervene with education and child care and moral
reinforcements to get our young people back on track.

And, an economic problem can rapidly become a moral problem.
Parents, on the whole, are working harder today than they were 25
years ago, but earning about the same or lower wages than they
were making 15 years ago. That means they have less time to
spend with their kids to help them develop good moral bearings.

In the last two-and-a-half years we have worked hard to put
children and families first. We’ve put into effect an aggressive
education agenda, an aggressive trade program, an aggressive
anticrime campaign. We have seven million more jobs.
Unemployment is down. African American unemployment is in single
digits for the first time since the Vietnam War. Inflation is
down. The crime rate is down in virtually every major urban area
of our country. Business profits are up. We are seeing a record
number of new businesses and new millionaires.

But, at the same time, many working families are insecure about
their jobs. They are uncertain about their retirement and their
family’s health care. Many are afraid they won’t be able to
educate their kids. So they struggle to stay afloat. And as
they struggle, they become uneasy. Some become disillusioned and
distrustful. Some, angry. And as their disillusionment and
anger crest, they become ever more willing to heed the cries of
cynical opportunists who orchestrate the politics of rage.

These are the people who offer simplistic answers for the decline
of the American Dream. They tell anxious Americans that it’'s the
fault of immigrants who are undercutting wages.

Or it’'s the fault of welfare mothers who are having babies
instead of going to work. Or it’s the fault of affirmative
action programs letting ungqualified people steal their jobs. Or
it’s government’'s fault, wasting their tax dollars.

These explanations have nothing at all to do with real families
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and real values. Our job -- yours and mine together -- is to
help American families reconcile the pressures of the new economy
with a renewed commitment to timeless values -- family,
community, work and responsibility. I spoke about these
challenges a few weeks ago in a speech to the American Federation
of Teachers. In that speech, I outlined a number of things we
can do to help families. Let me give you a brief review:

One, we have to help people in families care for one another. We
have to help them care for elderly parents through a strong and
unwavering commitment to Medicare. No family should have to make
the choice between sending their child to college and caring for
their parents. That’s why I fought for the Family and Medical
Leave Law.

Two, we have to move forward to reform the health insurance
system so that people don’t lose their health insurance if they
change jobs or if somebody’s sick in the family.

Three, we ought to do something about family incomes for people
who are doing the right thing. That’s why I propose raising the
minimum wage to $5.00 an hour. Four, give a family oriented tax
cut to help people raise their children and send them off to
college. We don’t need a tax cut that primarily benefits the
well-off. We shouldn’t increase the cost of a college loan. We
don’t need to cut education to balance the budget.

Five, we must make a commitment to life-long learning for our
children through our efforts to empower communities to develop
world-class schools. We call it Goals 2000 because we want to
ready for the 21st century. We’ve also got to help adults who
lose their jobs or may need to update their skills to get a
better one. Six, stop this crazy effort in Congress to
dismantle all our environmental and public health protections.

You’ve all heard of the seven deadly sins (pride, lust, gluttony,
sloth, avarice, anger, and envy). We'’'ve got some new things to
add to that list. The final 4 issues I want to address represent
4 deadly threats that are increasingly hurting our children:
violence, teen pregnancy, smoking, and drugs. I want to focus on
our children for two reasons. First, because we have a high
moral obligation to do so. As Jesus said, "Let the children come
to me, and do not hinder them; for to such belongs the kingdom of
heaven." The second reason 1s that our children are the keys to
our future. If we fail them, we fail the American Dream. So, I
want to challenge everyone in this room and everyone across this
nation to lock-arms in an all-out effort to combat these evils
and save our children.



Violence

Our kids pay the price when we fail to stand up te the home-grown
arms dealers in our towns and cities. In our grandparents’ day,
it was organized crime that was responsible for much of the
violence in this country -- and it left most folks untouched.
Today, gangs of children are the ones creating the mayhem in our
streets -- and all of us are put at risk.

Every two hours in America, a child dies of a gunshot wound.
According to our latest statistics, homicide continues to be the
leading cause of death among African American males between 15
and 24 years old. While the number of people arrested for
murder is going down among those older than 25, it is still going
up for juveniles and young adults. The number of juveniles
arrested for murder increased 168 percent between 1984 and 1993.

There was a profoundly moving story in one of our newspapers the
other day about a l6-year-old boy who shot a 12-year-old boy dead
because he thought he’d been treated with disrespect. And this
happened just a few days after a national survey in which two-
thirds of young gang members said they thought it was acceptable
to shoot someone just because they treated you with disrespect.
Kids used to work out their differences with their fists. Now,
too often, they settle their scores with guns.

We’'re doing everything in our power to stop this. I am proud
that my Administration stood up to those who were willing to let
assault weapons proliferate in our streets. I am proud that we

passed a crime bill that strikes the proper balance between
punishment and prevention.

I am proud that we passed the Brady Bill and that our Justice
Department is facing down street gangs. We are on our way to
putting 100,000 more cops on the street.

But, criminal behavior is often a reflection of the images and
ideas that bombard our children on TV. That’s why I have
advocated that parents have access to a special device called a
V-Chip so that they can block the broadcast of programs they
find unsuitable for their kids. And I need your support for

this.

Teen Pregnancy

We must halt the epidemic of teen pregnancies and births. The
dimensions of this problem are clear. Every year, one million
girls between the ages of 15 and 19 become pregnant. This is bad
for the girls. 1It's bad for the boy-fathers who are not ready
for a family. But it is even worse for the children. We know
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that children born to teenagers are more likely to have serious
health problems. And they are more likely to be poor. About 80
percent of children born to teenagers who dropped out of school
live in poverty. And over half the women now on welfare were
teen mothers.

In the last two-and-a-half years, we have worked hard to halt
this disturbing trend. The welfare reform measures I have
proposed send a clear signal to young people. We are not going
to subsidize irresponsible behavior.

Having a baby should not be a ticket to moving out, dropping out,
and getting your own apartment. We’re telling teen mothers that
the only way to get assistance is to live at home, stay in school
and turn their lives around. And I want to point out that in any
effort to stem teen pregnancy, we shouldn’t place the total
burden on young girls. Older men have got to be held accountable
too. According to a new study by the Alan Guttmacher Institute,
at least half of the babies born to teen-age girls are fathered
by men -- 20 or older. Grown men should not be having sex with
15 and 17 year olds. This is abuse and it must stop.

Young men have also got to act more responsibly. That means
tougher child support enforcement. No parent should be able to
walk away from caring for the children they helped bring into
this world. Over 800,000 people could leave welfare tomorrow if
fathers were paying the child support they owe.

But you and I know that government alone can only do so much to
solve this problem. We must join together to solve it as a
nation. That'’'s why I have called on leaders -- in the media, in
education, in religion, in medicine -- to marshal their resources
to build a strategy to halt teen pregnancy.

While there is no national cure for the epidemic of teen
pregnancy, there are solutions that communities, congregations,
and schools are applying throughout the country -- from the Teen
Health Connection which works with low-income teenagers right
here in Charlotte to the award-winning "I Have a Future" program
that was started by Dr. Henry Foster in the public housing
projects of Nashville. Let me take this opportunity to thank all
of you for supporting my nomination of Dr. Foster for Surgeon
General. He may have been denied that job, but he is the kind of
person who will not be denied the honor of service. I'm glad to
know he will be addressing this conference later.

There are dozens of other community-based teen pregnancy
prevention efforts that are making a difference across this
country. We need to study the programs that work and share their
success as broadly as possible. As with so many other issues,
somewhere in America someone has an answer. Our challenge is to
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find out what works and apply it throughout the nation.

Drugs

Of all the threats to America’s long-term health, perhaps nothing
is as dangerous as the scourge of drugs. In our latest survey of
drug use among 8th, 10th and 12th graders we found that an
alarming 43 percent of high school seniors had used an illicit
drug by the time they reached their senior year. The use of
marijuana, LSD and inhalants like glue and aerosols are all up.
And the understanding that these drugs can be harmful is down.

We have got to make our children know that drug abuse can lead
only to sickness and despair.

With the help of the Crime Bill, this year’s drug control budget
is the largest in the history of the Federal government. Our
drug control strategy is based on a four-step approach. We work
with foreign governments to cut drugs off at the source.

We work to break the cycle of drugs and crime by providing
treatment to the hard-core drug users who consume most of the
drugs and cause much of the crime and health problems we have
today. We punish people who break the law. And most
importantly, we educate young people about the dangers and
penalties of drug use.

Despite the importance of this effort there are some in Congress
who want to cut 23 million students out of our Safe and Drug Free
Schools initiative. They literally want to shut down the Office
of National Drug Control Policy -- which is nothing less than
giving up on the War on Drugs.

They claim they need to do this in order to balance the budget.
The truth is we don’t need to sacrifice the health and safety of
our children. We can continue to protect our children and
balance the budget.

Smoking

The last thing I want to talk about this afternoon is teenage
smoking. I know how important tobacco is to your economy. And I
am committed to working with you to keep the economic foundation
of this state strong. But, we cannot pretend that everything 1is
OK. Teenage smoking is one of the single greatest threats to the
health of our children. And it is rising.

Every single day, 3,000 young people become regular smokers.
Nearly 1,000 of them will die as a result. The facts are clear:
For more than a decade, even as adult smoking was dropping, the
smoking rate among high school seniors wasn’t budging. That was
bad enough. 1It’s gotten worse.
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Since 1991, the percentage of teenage smokers has risen steadily
and rapidly. There has been a 30 percent increase in the number
of 8th graders who smoke -- we’re talking about kids 13 or 14
years old. There has been a 22 percent increase in the number of
10th graders who smoke. By the age of 18, the average teenage
smoker is a daily smoker.

This is a problem for every parent. These increases are
occurring among both boys and girls...in large cities and small
towns...and at all socioeconomic levels.

At the same time the number of teen smokers is rising, the number
of teenagers who believe smoking is dangerous is dropping. There
is more peer approval of smoking, and there is less fear of
smoking’s risks. This is a recipe for disaster. We can no
longer sweep this problem under the rug. We have a
responsibility to protect our children. We have a responsibility
to help parents keep cigarettes and chewing tobacco away from
their kids.

I'm working to do this and I hope all of you will help me. We
can’'t let our children’s futures go up in smoke.

In closing, let me say that nothing we do in Washington will work
to keep our young people safe and healthy without the continued
involvement of parents and the community. Nothing will work
unless you continue to open your church doors not only on Sunday,
but everyday, to counsel a parent...to mentor a child...to
provide a safe place for young people to get away from the
dangers of the streets. We need more creative partnerships
like the one Rev. Harold Diggs has forged here in Charlotte. He
helped create Charlotte’s first alternative school for troubled

high school students.

And there’s one more thing. As a parent, I know the importance
of being a good role model. James Baldwin once said, "Children
have never been very good at listening to their elders, but they

have never failed to imitate them." So, we all have a
responsibility to practice what we preach. 1It’s not good enough
just to talk the talk -- we have to show our children how to walk

the walk of drug-free, healthy living.

I want to thank all of you for leading the way. Thank you and
God bless you all.
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[Acknowledgements: Rev. B.W. Smith for introduction; bishops;
ministers; and distinguished guests....]

I am honored to be here with you today at this tremendous
gathering of the faithful. They told me I would be speaking in a
hotel ballroom, but when I heard that choir singing, I knew I was
in the House of the Lord. Thank you for inviting me into this
house and making me feel right at home.

As many of you know, I too am a baptist. And let me say that it
is especially gratifying to see our entire baptist family finally
reaching common ground on the issue of race and civil rights. I
understand that even though the two groups have been talking for
the past four years, this is the first-ever joint meeting between
the Progressive Baptist Convention and the Alliance of Baptists.
You are breaking new ground in race relations and we are all
grateful for your efforts.

I also want to commend the”Southern Baptist Convention for its
clear repudiation of the split with Northern Baptist 150 years
ago over the issue of slavery. And I want to commend all of you
for accepting this apology and pledging to use it to heal old
wounds.

As your President, there are some who believe I should not make
too much of the fact that I am a practicing Baptist. Some have
even suggested that I should have left my religion at the front
door of the White House. They believe there is no connection
between serving the people and serving God. But, as you know,
you can't do one without the other. And so, I have followed the
wisdom of the Psalm which teaches us: "Commit everything you do
to the Lord; trust Him to help you do it and He will make your
righteousness shine like the dawn, the justice of your cause like
the noonday sun."

But, I am no different than most Americans. Contrary to what you
may read in the papers or see on TV, America is still "One Nation
Under God..." I heard about a man who went into a bookstore
recently and asked the clerk to show him the "Religion" section.
She politely said to him, "I'm sorry, but we no longer have a
religion section. What you want is either Nonfiction or Self-
Improvement." At least she didn't point him to the fiction or
fantasy section.

What that bookstore didn't know is that faith is the undying
wellspring of our democracy. It was faith that fueled the
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leaders of the American Revolution. It was faith that saw us
through the Civil War and the end of slavery. It was faith that
empowered Martin Luther King, John Lewis and many of you to make
that historic march from Selma to Montgomery in 1965. It was
faith that led to the enactment of the Civil Rights Act in 1964
and the Voting Rights Act in 1965. It was faith that woke us up
this morning and got us to this place.

Faith is the silent and enduring strength of our people. How do
I know? 1I've seen it with my own eyes as I visited with the
families of the terrible tragedy in Oklahoma City. Family after
family told me that their faith was made stronger by the
outpouring of love and support that converged on Oklahoma City in
the aftermath of the bombing. They told me that it was only by
their faith and trust in a good and omnipotent God that they were
able to endure their pain and begin to heal.

I also saw it in the humble thanks to God that was offered by
Captain Scott O'Grady upon his successful rescue from Bosnia. He
told us he never lost faith in his God, his country, his family,
or his fellow servicemen and women while he was hiding in the
woods and being hunted like a rabbit. Above all else, it was his
faith that got him through. So, even as we look around and see
troubling signs of man's inhumanity to man -- from as faraway as
the war in Bosnia and as close to home as random violence on the
streets of Charlotte -- you remind us of the power of our faith
and our unity.

Our faith and our unity are being called to action today as never
before. Many of the problems we currently face as a nation are
the result of a turning away from our spiritual and moral roots.
In recent weeks, I have been engaging in a conversation with the
American people about these ethical and cultural challenges.

On July 6, I gave a speech at Georgetown University in which I
called on all Americans to find new common ground so that
together we could meet the complex challenges looming before us
at the dawn of the 21st century.

On July 10, in Nashville, Tennessee, I talked about the need for
- parents to take greater responsibility for the types of TV
programs they allow their kids to watch. I advocated the use of
a V-chip in TV sets that would assist busy parents in blocking
programs that they consider to be unsuitable for viewing by their
children.

On July 12 at James Madison High School in Vienna, Virginia, I
spoke about the fact that the First Amendment does not convert
our schools into religion-free zones, and that there is a proper
role for values, morals and religions in our schools.

And on July 19, in a speech at the National Archives, I
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reaffirmed the need for the remedy of affirmative action to
continue our national quest for genuine equal opportunity. And I
want to thank all of you for standing with me on that issue.

In all these talks, I pointed out that all of us are affected by
these threats to our freedom. And therefore, we must come
together and reach common ground in our search for solutions.
The words of Martin Luther King are as true today as when he
first uttered them in 1964 when he said, "We must learn to live
together as brothers, or we will perish together as fools."

Nowhere is that more important than in the protection of our
children -- which is what I want to talk with you about today.
Our challenge at the end of the 20th century is the same as it's
been since the birth of the republic -- to ensure a better,
brighter future for our children. Over the past two-and-a-half
years, my Administration has worked hard to put children first.
We have done this for two reasons. First, we have a high moral
responsibility to do so. As Jesus said, "Let the Children come
to me, and do not hinder them; for to such belongs the kingdom of
God."

The second reason we have put children first is that it is in our
own best self-interest to do so. Our children are our greatest
national treasure. We know that the only way we can continue to
grow and prosper as a nation is if we empower all our people --

and especially our children -- to make the most of their God-
given potential. The best way to do that is through what I call
the New Covenant -- a partnership between government and citizens

to expand opportunity and demand more responsibility in return.

You are very much a part of that partnership. I want to
acknowledge the work of the Progressive National Baptist
Convention, and in particular, the work of Rev. Archie Lemone, in
working with Secretary Riley at the Department of Education. As
you know, Secretary Riley has been in the forefront of our
efforts to reconnect values and the American family to the
learning process.

Over 140 organizations, including yours and 33 other religious
groups have joined Secretary Riley in creating a Family
Involvement Partnership for Learning. Every American child
deserves an ‘education of excellence. And that kind of education
begins at home. Strong families are the backbone of strong

- schools. We must strengthen these kinds of partnerships with
parents and churches and communities if we are going to prepare
our young people to compete and win in the next century.

That's why we have increased our investments in Head Start...in
real education reform, with our Goals 2000 partnerships with
states to set world-class standards for our schools...in direct
student lending...in School-to-Work apprenticeships and our

3



national service program, AmeriCorps. We're also helping parents
be good parents with efforts like Family and Medical Leave and
the expanded EITC which gives working families earning less than
$28,000 a tax cut of about $1350.

All of these accomplishments have two things in common. First,
they embody the New Covenant partnership of expanded opportunity
for those who are willing to accept more responsibility for
making the most of ‘their lives. And second, they are all
designed to provide clear and healthy pathways to successful
futures for our young people.

But, there is much more to do. Our children are facing
tremendous threats to their safety and well-being. According to
the Children's Defense Fund, "An American child is reported
abused or neglected every 11 seconds; is born into poverty every
32 seconds; is born to a teen mother every 62 seconds; is
arrested for a violent crime every four minutes; and is killed by
guns every two hours." In addition, we are in danger of losing
record numbers of our children to the scourges of drug and
alcohol abuse, and smoking. The long day of our silence must
come to an end. We must stand up, speak out, and fight back to
save our children.

I want to share my thoughts about the need for us to combine our
moral and our political will for an all-out assault on five
specific threats to the well-being of our children: drugs,
alcohol, tobacco, teen pregnancy, and violence.

We are beginning to notice some disturbing trends. While the
rate of substance abuse, out-of-wedlock births and violence are
generally going down among the adult population, it is going up
among our young. It seems that adults are heeding the message
that these behaviors are at the root of so many deferred dreams
and destroyed lives. But too many of our young people are not
listening. Too many of them think that drugs, alcohol and
tobacco use are not harmful. Too many of them believe that their
future holds nothing for them but having babies. And that
parenthood is a rite of passage that signifies you are a man or a
woman. Too many of them believe that violence is the way to
settle disputes and that it's cool to join a gang and carry a
gun.

Let me be clear: These trends are not confined to any one
segment of our society. They cross all ethnic, racial,
geographic, and economic boundaries. They affect all of us and
they require action from all of us. I did not come here to
preach at you. I came here to work with you...to pray with
you...to lock arms with you in a unified effort to save our
children.

Drugs
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Of all the threats to America's long-term health, perhaps nothing
is as dangerous as the scourge of drugs. In our latest survey of
drug use among 8th, 10th and 12th graders we found that an
alarming 43 percent of high school seniors had used an illicit
drug by the time they reached their senior year. The use of
marijuana, LSD and inhalants are all up. And the understanding
that these drugs can be harmful is down. We have got to make our
children know that drug abuse can lead only to sickness and
despair.

My Administration has taken this threat seriously and we've
expanded our efforts to stop drug abuse. With the help of the
Crime Bill, this year's drug control budget is the largest in the
history of the Federal government.

Our drug control strategy is based on a four-step approach. We
will work with foreign governments to cut drugs off at the
source. We will work to break the cycle of drugs and crime by
providing treatment to the hard-core drug users who consume most
of the drugs and cause much of the crime and health problems we
have today. We will punish people who break the law. And most
importantly, we will educate young people about the dangers and
penalties of drug use.

Despite the importance of this effort there are some in Congress
who want to cut 23 million students out of our Safe and Drug Free
Schools initiative. And they literally want to shut down the
Office of National Drug Control Policy -- which is nothing less
than giving up on the War on Drugs. They claim they need to do
this in order to balance the budget. But we know better. The
truth is we don't need to sacrifice the health and safety of our
children. We can continue to protect our children and balance
the budget. The only thing we'd have to give up on is an
extravagant tax cut for the well-off.

Teen drinking and driving

Drunk driving is one of the most serious and one of the most
avoidable threats to public health in America. Motor vehicle
crashes are the leading cause of death for people from 15 to 20
years old. And in 1994, 22 percent of those in that age group
who were killed in crashes were intoxicated. The national effort
to reduce motor vehicle deaths and injuries of young people has
been largely a success story. The number of people under 21
killed because of drunk driving has dropped 50 percent since
1984. But, one child lost is one too many.

That's why I have called on Congress to adopt zero-tolerance laws
for teenage drinking and driving. After all, if it's illegal for
people under 21 to drink at all, it should certainly be illegal

for them to drink and drive. Zero tolerance will save lives. It
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already is in 24 states. For our children's sake, we should make
it the law of the land.

Teen Pregnancy

We must halt the epidemic of teen pregnancies and births where
there is no marriage. The dimensions of this problem are clear.
Every year, one million girls between the ages of 15 and 19
become pregnant. This is bad for the girls. It's bad for the
boy-fathers who are not ready for a family. But it is even worse
for the children. We know that children born to teenagers are
more likely to have serious health problems. And they are more
likely to be poor. About 80 percent of children born to
teenagers who dropped out of school live in poverty. And over
half the women now on welfare were teen mothers.

In the last two-and-a-half years, we have worked hard to halt
this disturbing trend. The welfare reform measures I have
proposed send a clear signal to young people. If you are
thinking about getting pregnant or fathering a child. Don't do
it.

And I want to point out that in any effort to stem teen
pregnancy, we shouldn't place the total burden on young girls.
Young men have got to act more responsibly. And older men have
got to stop taking advantage of teenage girls. This is a
disturbing trend. According to a new study by the Alan
Guttmacher Institute, at least half of the babies born to teen-
age girls are fathered by adults -- 20 or older. Grown men
should not be having sex with 15 and 17 year olds. This is abuse
and it must stop.

But you and I know that government alone can only do so much to
solve this problem. We must join together to solve it as a
nation. That's why I have called on leaders -- in the media, in
education, in religion, in medicine -- to marshal their resources
to build a strategy to halt teen pregnancy.

That's why I nominated Dr. Henry Foster to be my Surgeon General.
I know he will be speaking with you later. Many of you may know
of his award-winning work to stop teen pregnancy in Nashville.
His "I Have a Future" program has a stellar record of helping
teenagers understand there are better things to do when you are
15 and 16 than been saddled with raising a child. It is
unfortunate that Dr. Foster won't be able to carry on this work
as Surgeon General, but I can assure you I will not let his
talent go to waste. He will be working closely with me in the
coming days.

Violence
Our kids are paying the price when we fail to stand up to the
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home-grown arms dealers in our towns and cities. In our
grandparents' day, it was organized crime that was responsible
for much of the violence in this country -- and it left most
folks untouched. Today, gangs of children are the ones creating
the mayhem in our streets -- and all of us are put at risk.

There was a profoundly moving story in one of our newspapers the
other day about a 16-year-old boy who shot a 12-year-old boy dead
because he thought he'd been treated with disrespect. And this
happened just a few days after a national survey in which two-
thirds of young gang members said they thought it was acceptable
to shoot someone just because they treated you with disrespect.
Kids used to work out their differences with their fists. Now,
too often, they settle their scores with guns.

We're doing everything in our power to stop this. I am proud

that my Administration stood up to those who would let assault
weapons proliferate in the streets where our children walk to

school. I am proud that we passed the Brady Bill and that our
Justice Department is facing down street gangs.

We are on our way to putting 100,000 more cops on the street.
And we passed the Three Strikes You're Out punishment for the
kind of violent repeat offenders a parent fears most.

‘But, criminal behavior is often a reflection of the images and
ideas that bombard our children on TV. That's why I have
advocated that everybody who has a cable hook-up be given a V-
Chip so that parents can decide what comes across the television
to the kids.

Smoking

Now, I know it is risky to come down here to tobacco road and
talk about doing something to stop people from buying cigarettes.
But when it comes to saving our young people, there's nowhere I
won't go. Drugs kill and we are not afraid to tell our kids to
stop. Guns kill and we are not afraid to keep them away from our
kids. Drinking and driving kill and we are doing all we can to
stop that. Smoking is no different. Smoking kills just as
surely as guns kill -- only slower.

Too many of our children have access to one of the worst killers
in the country -- ordinary tobacco products. Underage smoking is
wrong. It's bad for our children and it's against the law. The
price that our children will pay will follow them well into
adulthood -- in the form of cancer, lung disease, heart attacks.

For too long, this issue has been swept under the rug. But, new
statistics are showing that while smoking is declining among
adults, it is rising among young people. And we know that one of
the reasons is that the tobacco companies have targeted young
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people to expand their market. When a kid walks into a
convenience store one of the first things he sees, right along
with the bubblegum and candy is an onslaught of tobacco ads.
When a child is riding his bike along a city street, one of the
most colorful images he sees is the cigarette billboard, which
depicts smoking as cool or sexy or even athletic.

We've got to put a stop to this. And I'll have more to say about
this in the coming days.

In closing, let me say that nothing we do in Washington will work
to keep our young people safe and healthy without the continued
involvement of parents and the community. Nothing we do will
amount to a hill of beans unless you continue to open your church
doors not only on Sunday, but everyday, to provide a safe place
for young people to get away from the dangers of the streets.

And there's one more thing. As a parent, I know the importance
of being a good role model. I believe it was James Baldwin who
once said, "Children have never been very good at listening to

their elders, but they have never failed to imitate them." So,
we all have a responsibility to practice what we preach. It's
not good enough just to talk the talk -- we have to show our

children how to walk the walk of drug-free, healthy living.
Again, I want to thank all of you for leading the way.

Thank you and God bless you all.
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I am honored to be here with you today. They told me
I would be speaking in a convention hall, but when I
heard that choir singing, I knew I was in the House of
the Lord. Thank you for inviting me into this house

and making me feel right at home.



As your President, I know that our country needs more
than political leadership from the White House and the

Congress. We need the kind of spiritual leadership that
only you can provide. Unfortunately, the importance of

your work too often gets overlooked.

This reminds me of a story I heard recently. A man
went into a bookstore and asked the clerk to show him
the "Religion" section. She politely said to him, "I’'m
sorry, but we no longer have a religion section. What
you want is either Nonfiction or Self-Improvement. "
At least she didn’t point him to the fiction or fantasy

section.



What they didn’t know at that bookstore is that there is
a strong cadre of ministers and clergymen, of all faiths
who are quietly leading the charge for spiritual renewal

and reconciliation 1n America.

Reconciliation, like charity, begins at home. So, I am
especially gratified to see our entire Baptist family
finally reaching common ground on the issue of race
and civil rights. I understand that this 1s the first-ever
joint meeting between the Progressive Baptist
Convention and the Alliance of Baptists. You are
breaking new ground and we are all grateful for your

efforts.



I also want to commend the Southern Baptist
Convention for its strong statement regarding the split
with Northern Baptists 150 years ago over slavery.
And I want to commend all of you for accepting this

apology and pledging to use it to heal old wounds.

America needs your healing powers now as never
before. Our families, our children, and our values are
facing unprecedented pressures at the dawn of the 21st

century.

There are two distinct sides to the debate about family

values.



On the one hand, are those who see family problems
and children’s problems as primarily matters of
personal and social morality. They believe that all

government has to do 1s encourage good behavior.

On the other hand, are those who see family problems
primarily as a result of the tremendous economic
difficulties facing Americans today. They believe
government’s job 1s to develop policies that help people
make the most of their own abilities, and rewards those

who work hard and play by the rules.

But, these two sides really aren’t as far apart as they

SECm.



A moral problem can quickly become an economic
problem. In the case of teen pregnancy for example,
the cycle of poverty and hopelessness will continue
from one generation to the next unless we intervene
with education and child care and moral reinforcements

to get our young people back on track.

And, an economic problem can rapidly' become a moral
problem. Parents, on the whole, afe working harder
today than they were 25 years ago, but earning about
the same or lower wages than they were making 15
years ago. That means they have less time to spend
with their kids to help them develop good moral

bearings.



In the last two-and-a-half years we have worked hard to
put children and families first. We’ve put into effect an
aggressive education agenda, an aggressive trade
program, an aggressive antiérime campaign. We have
seven million more jobs. Unemployment 1s down.
African American unemployment is in single digits for
the first time since the Vietnam War. Inflation is

down. The crime rate is down in virtually every major
urban area of our country. Business profits are up.

We are seeing a record number of new businesses and -

new millionaires.

But, at the same time, many working families are

insecure about their jobs.



They are uncertain about their retirement and their
family’s health caré. Many are afraid they wdn’t be
able to educate their kids. So they struggle to stay
afloat. And as they struggle, they become uneasy.
Some become disillusioned and distrustful. Some,
angry. And as their disillusionment and anger crest,
they becorhe ever more willing to heed the cries of
cynical opportunists who orchestrate the poli'tics of

rage.

These are the people who offer simplistic answers for
the decline of the American Dream. They tell anxious
Americans that it’s the fault of immigrants who are

undercutting wages.



Or it’s the fault of wélfare mothers who are having
babies instead of going to work. Or it’s the fault of
affirmative action programs letting unqualified people
steal their jobs. Or 1t’s government’s fault, wasting

their tax dollars.

These explanations have nothing at all to do with real
families and real values. Our job -- yours and mine
together -- is to help American families reconcile the
pressures of the new economy with a renewed
commitment to timeless values -- family, community,

work and responsibility.
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I spoke about these challenges a few weeks ago in a
speech to the American Federation of Teachers. In that
speech, I outlined a number of things we can do to

help families. Let me give you a brief review:

One, we have to help péople in families care for one
another. We have to help them care for elderly parents
through a strong and unwavering commitment to
Medicare. No family should have to make the choice
between sending their child to college and caring for
their parents. That’s why I fought for the Family and

Medical Leave Law.
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Two, we have to move forward to reform the health
insurance system so that people don’t lose their health
insurance 1if they change jobs or if somebody’s sick in

the family.

Three, we ought to do something about family incomes
for people who are doing the right thing. That’s why I
propose raising the minimum wage to $5.00 an hour.
Four, give a family oriented tax cut to help people
raise their children and send them off to college. We
don’t need a tax cut that primarily benefits the well-off.
We shouldn’t increase the cost of a college loan. We

don’t need to cut education to balance the budget.
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Five, we must make a commitment to life-long learning
for oulr children through our efforts to empower
communities to develop world-class schools. We call it
Goals 2000 because we want to ready for the 21st
century. We’ve also got to help adults who lose their
jobs or may need to update their skills to get a better
one. Six, stop this crazy effort in Congress to
dismantle all our environmental and public health

protections.
You’ve all heard of the seven deadly sins (pride, lust,

gluttony, sloth, avarice, anger, and envy). We’ve got

some new things to add to that list.
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The final 4 issues I want to address represent 4 deadly
threats that are increasingly hurting our children:
violence, teen pregnancy, smoking, and drugs. I want
to focus on our children for two reasons. First,
because we have a high moral obligation to do so. As
Jesus said, "Let the children come to me, and do not
hinder them; for to such belongs the kingdom of

heaven." The second reason is that our children are the
keys to our future. If we fail them, we fail the
American Dream. So, I want to challenge everyone in
this room and everyone across this nation to lock-arms

in an all-out effort to combat these evils and save our

children.
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Violence

Our kids pay the price when we fail to stand up to the
home-grown arms dealers in our towns and cities. In
our grandparents’ day, it was organized crime that was
responsible for much of the violence in this country --
and it left most folks untouched. Today, gangs of
children are the ones creating the mayhem in our streets

-- and all of us are put at risk.

Every two hours in America, a child dies of a gunshot
wound. According to our latest statistics, homicide
continues to be the leading cause of death among

African American males between 15 and 24 years old.
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While the number of people arrested for murder is
going down among those older than 25, 1t 1s still going
up for juveniles and young adults. The number of
juveniles arrested for murder increased 168 percent

between 1984 and 1993.

There was a profoundly moving story in one of our
newspapers the other day about a 16-year-old boy who
shot a 12-year-old boy dead because he thought he’d
been treated with disrespect. And this happened just a
few days after a national survey in which two-thirds of
young gang members said they thought it was
accéptable to shoot someone just because they treated

you with disrespect.
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Kids used to work out their differences with their fists.

Now, too often, they settle their scores with guns.

We’re doing everything in our power to stop this. I am
proud that my Administration stood up to those who
were willing to let assault weapons proliferate in our
streets. I am proud that we passed a crime bill that
strikes the proper balance between punishment and

prevention.

I am proud that we passed the Brady Bill and that our
Justice Department is facing down street gangs. We
are on our way to putting 100,000 more cops on the

\

street.
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But, criminal behaviof 1s often a reflection of the
images and ideas that bombard our children on TV.
That’s why I have advocated that parents have access to
a special device called a V-Chip so that they can block
the broadcast of prog-ra.ms they find unsuitable for their

kids. And I need your support for this.
Teen Pregnancy

We must halt the epidemic of teen pregnancies and
births. The dimensiohs of this problem are clear.
Every year, one million girls between the ages of 15
and 19 become pregnant. This is bad for the girls. It’s

bad for the boy-fathers who are not ready for a family.
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But it is even worse for the children. We know that
children born to teenagers are more likely to have
serious health problems. And they are more likely to
be poor. About 80 percent of children born to
teenagers who dropped out of school live in poverty.
And over half the women now on welfare were teen

mothers.

In the last two-and-a-half years, we have worked hard
to halt this disturbing trend. The welfare reform

l measures [ have proposed send a clear signal to young

people. We are not going to subsidize irresponsible

behavior.
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Having a baby should not be a ticket to moving out,
dropping out, and getting your own apartment. We’'re
telling teen mothers that the only way to get assistance
1s to live at home, stay in school and turn their lives
around. And I want to point out that in any effort to
stem teen pregnancy, we shouldn’t place the total
burden on young girls. Older men have got to be held
accountable too. According to a new study by the Alan
Guttmacher Institute, at lea'st half of the babies born to
teen-age girls are fathered by men -- 20 or older.
Grown men should not be having sex with 15 and 17

year olds. This is abuse and it must stop.

20



Young men have also got to act more responsibly.

That means tougher child support enforcement. No
parent should be able to walk away from caring for the
children they helped bring into this world. Over
800,000 people could leave weltare tomorrow 1f fathers

were paying the child support they owe.

But you and I know that government alone can only do
so much to solve this problem. We must join together
to solve it as a nation. That’s why I have called on
leaders -- in the media, in education, in religion, in
medicine -- to marshal their resources to build a

strategy to halt teen pregnancy.

21



While there is no national cure for the epidemic of teen
pregnancy, there are solutions that communities,
congregations, and schools are applying throughout the
country -- from the Teen Health Connection which
works with low-income teenagers ri:ght here in
Charlotte to the award-winning "I Have a Future"
program that was started by Dr. Henry Foster in the
public housing projects of Nashville. Let me take this
opportunity to thank all of you for supporting my
nomination of Dr. Foster for Surgeon General. He
may have been denied that job, but he is the kind of
person who will not be denied the honor of service.
I’'m glad to know he will be addressing this conference

later.
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There are dozens of other community-based teen
pregnancy prevention efforts that are making a
difference across this country. We need to study the
programs that work and share their success as broadly
as possible. As with so many other issues, somewhere
in America someone has an answer. Our challenge is
to find out what works and apply it throughout the

nation.

Drugs

Of all the threats to America’s long-term health,
perhaps nothing is as dangerous as the scourge of

drugs.
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In our latest survey of drug use among 8th, 10th and
12th graders we found that an alarming 43 percent of
high school seniors had used an illicit drug by the time
they reached their senior year. The use of marijuana,
LSD and inhalants like glue and aerosols are all up.
And the understanding that these drugs can be harmful
is down. We have got to make our children know that

drug abuse can lead only to sickness and despair.

With the help of the Crime Bill, this year’s drug control
budget is the largest in the history of the Federal
government. Our drug control strategy 1s based on a
four-step approach. We work with foreign

governments to cut drugs off at the source.
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We work to break the cycle of drugs and crime by
providing treatment to the hard-core drug users who
consume most of the drugs and cause much of the
crime and health problems we have today. We punish
people who break the law. And most importantly, we
educate young people about the dangers and penalties of

drug use.

Despite the importance of this effort there are some in
Congress who want to cut 23 million students out of
our Safe and Drug Free Schools initiative. They
literally want to shut down the Office of National Drug
Control Policy -- which is nothing less than giving up

on the War on Drugs.
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They claim they need to do this in order to balance the
budget. The truth 1s we don’t need to sacrifice the
health and safety of our children. We can continue to

protect our children and balance the budget.

Smoking

The last thing I want to talk about this afternoon is
teenage smoking. I know how important tobacco is to
your economy. And I am committed to working with
you to keep the economic foundation of this state
strong. But, we cannot pretend that everything 1s OK.
Teenage smoking is one of the single greatest threats to

the health of our children. And it is rising.
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Every single day, 3,000 young people become regular
smokers. Nearly 1,000 of them will die as a result.
The facts are clear: For more than a decade, even as
adult smoking was dropping, the smoking rate among
high school seniors wasn’t budging. That.was bad

enough. It’s gotten worse.

Since 1991, the percentage of teenage smokers has risen
steadily and rapidly. There has been a 30 percent
increase in the number of 8th gréders who smoke --
we’re talking about kids 13 or 14 years old. There has
been a 22 percent increase in the number of 10th
graders who smoke. By the age of 18, the average

teenage smoker 1s a daily smoker.
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This is a problem for every parent. These increases are
occurring among both boys and girls...in large cities

and small towns...and at all socioeconomic levels.

At the same time the number of teen smokers is rising,
the number of teenagers who believe smoking is
dangerous is dropping. There is more peer approval of
smoking, and there is less fear of smoking’s risks.

This 1s a recipe for disaster.

We can no longer sweep this problem under the rug.
We have a responsibility to protect our children. We
have a responsibility to help parents keep cigarettes and

chewing tobacco away from their kids.
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I'm working to do this and I hope all of you will help
me. We can’t let our children’s futures go up in

smoke.

In closiﬁg, let me say that nothing we do in Washington
will work to keep our young people safe and healthy
witﬁout the continued involvement of parents and the
community. Nothing will work unless you continue to
open your church doors not only on Sunday, but
everyday, to counsel a parent...to mentor a child...to
provide a safe place for young people to get away from
the dangers of the streets. We need more creative
partnerships like the one Rev. Harold Diggs has forged

here in Charlotte.
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He helped create Charlotte’s first alternative school for

troubled high school students.

And there’s one more thing. As a parent, I know the
importance of being a good role model. James Baldwin
'once said, "Children have never been very good at
listening to their elders, but they héve never failed to
imitate them." So, we all have a responsibility to
practice what we preach. It’s not good enough just to
talk the talk -- we have to show our children how to

walk the walk of drug-free, healthy living.

I want to thank all of you for leading the way. Thank

you and God bless you all.
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Labor Group_,
Chooses Aide
ToK irkland

Donahue Is Named
As Interim President

By LOUIS UCHITELLE

CHICAGO, Aug: 1 — Thomas R.
Donahue became the interim presi-
dent of the A.F.L.-C.I.O. today, but
whether he can keep the job depends
on how rapidly and radically he can
bring change to the shrinking feder-
ation before the election of a perma-
nént president in October.

Recognizing this, Mr. Donahue -

promised in a speech to immediately
begin pouring millions of dollars into
helping unions enroll new members.

And he promised to begin training’

500 people active in the labor move-
- ment to spearhead local and region-
al election campaigns for candidates
favored by the federation. He was so
emphatic on these points that his
opponent for the presidency, John J.
Sweeney, accused Mr. Donahue of
lifting the Sweeney platform.
“It sounded like I wrote the

~ speech,” Mr. Sweeney ‘said, only half

in jest. “The issue is not how we
differ — our goals are not so differ-
ent — the issue is how quickly and
comprehensively change will come
in these two key areas: organizing

_-and political activity.”

The struggle for the presidency of
"the American Federation of Labor
and Congress of Industrial Organiza-
tions, the first in its 40-year history,
is really a struggle to revive the
federation. Mr: Sweeney heads a
group of insurgents wno forced the
previous president, Lane Kirkland,

Study Cites AdultMales for Most Teen Age Births

- that found sxmxlar patterns on state

By JENNIFER STEINHAUER

At least half of the babies born to -
teen-age girls are fathered by adults,
according to a new national study by
the Alan Guttmacher Institute.

- The study, which many research-

ers said is the most comprehensive -

of its kind, implies that a startling
number of teen-age girls are having
sex with men who are breakmg state
laws on statutory rape.

. Some family-planning experts:
said the study also demonstrated
that pregnancy-prevention - pro-

. 'grams, many in schools, failed to
reach many of those responsible for |

unplanned pregnancies.

Drawing from a.survey of nearly
10,000 mothers between the ages of
15 and 49 who were interviewed from
1989°to 1991, researchers found that
half of the fathers of babies born to
mothers between ages 15 and 17
were 20 or older, and that 20 percent
of the fathers were six or more years

" older. In general, the survey found,

‘the younger a mother was; the great-

er the age difference between her
and her partner.

“To most people, these numbers
are counterintuitive,” said David J.
Landry, a co-author of the study and’
a senior research associate at the
institute, based in New York. ‘‘This
research highlights that teen-age
pregnancy is not just limited to teen-
agers, but that in fact adult males
bear a lot of the responsibility.”

The sample base for the study, to
be published on Thursday in Family
Planning Perspectives, a publication
of the institute, came from a survey -
by the National Center for Health
Statistics, which interviewed moth-
ers between 1989 and 1991.

The research supports recent data

[ into retirement, charging that he

had done far too little in his 16-year
tenure to reverse the national de-
cline in union membership or win
'legislation favorable to labor.

" During those years, Mr. Donahue,
who is 67, was Mr. Kirkland's second
in command as secretary-treasurer.
The Sweeney forces maintain that
that Mr. Donahue, however good-his
intentions, is too identified with the
Kirkland regime to bring change
rapidly enough to save the labor
movement. Mr. Donahue tried to
deal with that issue on his first full

day as president, filling out the time

between Mr. Kirkland's departure
and the regular presidential election
at the AF.L.-C.1.O. convention in
“New York City in October.

Mr. Donahue insisted that he had
been a catalyst for change during

the Kirkland tenure, and now is step- .

ping up.the pace. While avoiding
criticism of Mr. Kirkland, he prom-
ised to ‘“‘sharply increase” the $3
million a year or so that the federa-
tion had allocated to organizing, and
to quickly train ‘1,500 new organ-
izers for our unions.”
" He also said he would tap the
federation’s $58 million reserve fund
to support ‘‘muiti-union organizing
programs aimed particularly at low-
wage industries and at those which
have long been union-resistant.”

The Sweeney camp promises to
raise the organizing budget to $10
million a year from the present $3
million. And his supporters hold up
Mr. Sweeney, who is 61, as a leader
who has doubled the membershxp of
the Service Employees International
Union, which he heads: The union
has 1.1 million members.

So far, corporate America has
publicly ignored the struggle over
the federation’s leadership. But no

issue raises more opposition to :

unions among executives than union
efforts to sign up workers. The
unions, on the other hand, say that
without more members — the 16
million unionists today. represent
less than 13 percent of the nation’s

levels. For example, a California
survey of 47,000, births to teen-age’
mothers in 1993 found that two-
thirds of the babies were fathered by
men who were: of post-high-school
age. With high school girls, fathers
tended to be an average of 4.2 years
older than their partners,-and with
mothers in junior high school, they
were on average 6.7 years older.

In most states, including, New’
York, rarely applied laws of consent

Rdisi'ng questions
about prevention
and statutory rape.

prohibit people 18 or older from hav-"
ing sex with those undér 16, .and
punishment is generally greater’
with the breadth of age difference.
““One begins to see the fact that
this is sexual abuse among many of
these teen-agers," said Mike Males,
a graduate student at the University
of California at Irvine and a co-
author of the California survey with
his adviser, Kenneth S. Y. Chew.
Indeed, their study found that
among Callforma mothers ages 11 to
15, only § percent of their partners
were other junior high school boys.
Forty percent of the fathers were

high school boys, and 51 percent -

were adults, it found.

Other experts in family planmng
and sex abuse contend that in many
cases of teen-age pregnancy, the girl
had been sexually assaulted either
by the father of her child or by

someone else previously.

work force — the layolls and wage
stagnation so characteristic of the
last 20 years will continue.

In addition, union leaders say that

. without more members, organized
:labor will not be able to muster
“enough influence to keep a Republi-
_can-controlled Congress from weak-
“ening labor laws that protect union
activities. In its heyday, the A.F.L.-
C.1.0. wielded its influence to elect
- Presidents and successfully lobby
Congress. But now, both Mr. Dona-
hue and Mr. Sweeney argue that
union political activity must shift to
cities and regions where union influ-
ence is still suffxcnent to swing elec-
tions.

Mr. Donahue became the interim
president at the summer meeting of
the A.F.L.-C.]1.0."s executive council.

‘The 32 council members,- most of
.them union presidents, gave Mr.
Donahue the interim position by a
vote of 21 to 11. But Mr. Sweeney
says that in October he will have
delegates voting for him who repre-
sent nearly 60 percent of the 13.3
million members in. the 81 unions
affiliated with the A.F.L.-C.1.0. .

Donahue supporters do not dispute
this, but at a briefing this morning
they said some of those delegates

" Parents,

" statewide survey of 535 mothers

might be induced into voting for Mr.
Donahue, particularly  women
pleased to see Barbara Easterling
on the ticket with Mr. Donahue. Ms.
Easterling, executive vice president
of the Communications Workers of :
America, was elected today as Mr. -
- Donahue’s seeretary-treasurer.
.The Sweeney camp is also fielding
a female candidate, Linda Chavez-
Thompson, a vice president ‘of the
American Federation of State, Coun-
ty and Municipal "Employees. But
she is the candidate for executive
vice president of the federation,

In Chlcago the An Ounce of Pre-
vention Program, a social-services
agency, found that 61 percent of 445
young mothers interviewed in 1986
said they had been sexually abused,
beginning at an average age of 11.

Similarly, the Washington Alli-
ance Concerned With Schoo! Age
a pregnancy-prevention?
program based in Seattle, found in a

ages 12 to 17 that the'avérage age of
the father was 24 and that 68 percent
of those girls said they had been
sexually abused at one point.

“The whole political debate is .

" based on the notion that’ teen-age

pregnancies result from planned, ra- -
tional behavior, that it can just be
educated or cpndom-ed away,” Mr.

~ Males said.

Partly in response to Mr. Males’s
research, Gov. Pete Wilson of Cali-
fornia-has proposed a $12 million
teen-age -pregnancy-prevention ini-
tiative, $2.4 million -of which would

- be designated for prosecution of men

who have sex with girls under 18.

Recent surveys have led research-
ers to _question whether punitive
measures against teen-age mothers
designed to stymie the rates of preg- .
nancy work, including measures like
proposed -reductions in Welfaré
benefits.

Understanding the vast age differ-

" ences between girls and their part-

ners is essential in developing pre-
vention programs, the experts said.
“When an adult male gets a girl
pregnant, it's like an immaculate
conception,” said Charlie-Langdon,
the executive director of the,Wash-
ington organization. ‘“We have to
look. at what can be done to bring
consequences for the dads.”




Ideél Vision

Helped Create

Edison School

By SARAH KERSHAW

- On paper, schools in the Edison
Project are slices of educational

" heaven: Students are motivated,
classrooms. are automated and
teachers receive all the training and
support they need. -

_ Edison’s educational philosophy is
based on the theory that privately
run schools can provide a more inti-
mate, effective and rigorous educa-
tion than traditional public schools
for the same amount of money.

It is a philosophy that has*Te- :
mained intact since media entrepre-
neur Christopher Whittle founded
the private education venture §ix
years ago, although the company's
tactics have changed dramatically:
Edison went from an ambitious plan
to build 1,000 private schools to:a
decidedly slower — and cheaper.—
approach involving the takeover ofa
few public schools.

Unlike its major competitor, Edu-
cation Alternatives Inc,, which runs
public schools in the Baltimgre
school district and will soon operate
schools in Hartford, Edison designs
its own curriculum and recruits and
, trains its own staff.

The staffs of Edison’s schools
were recruited locally and nationally
and spent several weeks this sum-

mer in professional development"i

conferences, company officials said.
The enroliment of the schools is open
and the spaces are filled by lottery.

Students will attend scheol for 295
days, while traditional schools usu-
ally are in session for 180 days..ln
most cases, Edison students will
spend at-least one extra hour.in
school each day.

There are five key’ components to
the curriculum: humanities ard
arts, mathematics and scienge,

character and ethics, practical arts .

and health and physical fitness. The

curriculum is tailored to meet .the -

state and local standards set in each
state and school district, said Debo-
rah M. McGriff, Edison’s senior
vice-president and the former__D,e-
troit school superintendent. = ..a
The character and ethics curncu-
‘lum is an expanded version of one
developed by the Heartwood Insti-
tute, a nonprofit.centér in Wexford,
Pa., that advocates the formal teach-
ing of values, like honesty, falmess
integrity, justice and kindness. ...
Edison students will spend more
_class time than students in tradition-
al public schools on academic sub-
jects like reading, math, science and
" social studies and a minimum of -30
minutes a day in art or music class-
es and in physical fitness classes.

Edison promises to provxde more
- training and preparation time for
teachers — from one to two hours qf

daily planning time, compared to an "

average of 30 minutes for teachers
at traditional schools.

According to the Edison model
each school will eventually have.a
cluster of small academies grouped
by age — from the Readiness Acad-
emy for prekmdergarten to the Col-
legiate Academy for grades 11 apnd
12. While enrolled in each academy,
the students will be grouped into
houses led by a team.of teachers:-

House G.O. P

BY KEITH BRADSHER

WASHINGTON, Aug. 1 — After an -
exchange of sharply worded notes
that settled nothing, House Republi-
can leaders have agreed to postpone
action onany banking legislation un-
til at least lale September or Octo-
ber.

Representauve Gerald B. H Solo-
“mon of upstate New York, the power-

“ful chairman of the House Rules

1Committee, said in an interview to-
!day that because of a dispute amongi
‘Republicans over insurance, bank-
ing legislation ‘‘is not on the agenda”’
before the House’s scheduled ad-’
journment on Friday for an August
recess. Bankers and their allies had
tried over the last week to arrange a
vote in the'next several days.

The House Banking Committee
approved two bills earlier this sum-
mer. One ‘would dismantle the regu-’
latory barriers separating the bank-
ing and securities industries. The:
other would eliminate many rules on
how banks handle the daily business
of making loans and taking depgsits.
But both bills have become bogged
down in squabbles over the extent to .
which banks should be allowed to sell
insurance or merge with insurance’
icompanies.

If anything, the stance of the insur-
]ance interests that have blocked a
bill has grown tougher in recent
‘weeks. Mr. Solomon, an ally of the
insurance industry, wrote to the
House majority leader, Representa-

" tive Dick Armey of Texas, that he
would allow a vote on whether. to
allow banks to merge with insurance
companies only if Federal regula-
tors were barred from -expanding

THE NEW YORK TIMES, WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 2, 1995

s Splitto
Delay Bank

lied himself most closely with mde

pendent insurance agents. The
agents have lobbied frantically this;
summer to block both bills after the
House Banking Committee approved
an amendment to the deregulation

 bill that would let banks merge with

insurance companies and possibly
sell insurance through their
branches. Independent insurance
agents. say that would put many
agents out of business.

Mr. Solomon said he was slightly
more optimistic than he was a
-month ago that the House would
eventually approve both banking
bills. The insistence of the banking
industry’s allies on insurance provi-
sions has weakened this summer as

it has become more clear that such

provisions could prevent the passage

-of any bankmg legislation, he said.

But even if the House, were to
approve the bills, their future in the
Senate would be uncertain. Alfonse

M. D’Amato of New York, chairman

of the Senate Banking Committee,
‘has not even conducted hearings yet
on the key issue of whether to repeal
provisions of the 61-year-old Glass-

Steagall Act that separate the bank-’

ing and securities industries. And
Treasury Secretary Robert E. Rubin
has warned that he would recom-
‘mend a Presidential veto if the
House deregulation bill was not
stripped of provisions that would
eliminate -many requirements that
banks lend in low-income neighbor-
hoods. .

the authority of banks to sell insur- -

ance.

cans to put off action reflects the
party’'s divisions on these bills,
which run deeper than its differ-

The consensus among top Republi-

"ences on most business issues. The -

depth of the split was evident in the

memorandums exchanged by House -

.leaders, copiés of which were ob-

tained from lobbyists and Congres- ,

snonal aides..

Representatxve David Dreler a

. California Republican who is a sen-
jor member of the Rules Committee,
sent a memo last week to Mr. Ar-
"mey, asking for a quick vote on

terms that would be advantageous to

bankers. A quick vote, he wrote,
would have had “the added advan-

tage-of removing this political alba-
-tross from the necks of our leader-

ship (and our colleagues) sooner
‘than later.”

- But that prompted a bhstermg‘

“memo to Mr. Armey from Mr. Solo-
mon. “If the Dreier proposal is al-
“lowed, those of us vqho are unalter-

ably opposed to the expansion of

bank insurance' powers will bring

this biil down " Mr. Solomon wrote.

"And Dxck you can count on it.”

In the political struggle, Mr. Solo-

mon, a former bank director, stock-

broker and insurance-agent, has al-

Bills
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Table 6. Deaths and death rates for the 10 leading causes of death in specifiod oge gmuﬁs. by race and gex: United States, 1992—Con.
[Rates per 100.000 papulaten in specified group. For explanation of asierisk preceding cause-cf<death codes, see Technical notes)

C3uss of deam, race, sax, and age Cause of deamh, race, sax, and age
Rank (Ninth Ravision, imemgtional ) Rank (Ninth Revision, Intemational
order! Classification of Disaases, 1975) Number  Rate order’ ClassMcation of Diseases, 1575) Number  Rate
Black. 85 years and over Black male, 5~14 years
Allcayses . . ... ... .. e AlCAUSES . .. . vt i i i e e 1,162 a2
1 Dlgsases ot heart. . . .. .. 390-188,402,404=429 Accigents and acvarse affecss. . . . ., £800-E549 497 17.8
2 Malignant neoplasms, including neoplasms of Motor vehicle accidems . . . .. . « .EB10-EB25 <1 82
ymphat¢ and hematopoiete tasuas. . .140-208 All other accidents and advarsa .
3  Cerabrovasculprdisasses . .. . ... ... 430-438 affects . ......... EBOO-EB07,E826-E549 266 9.4
4 Diabetesmelltus. . .. ..o ... 250 2 Homicide and logal intervention. . . . . ES60-E978 168 59
S  Pneumdnla andinfiuenza . .. ... .... 480487 K| Malignan neoplasms, including necplasms of
8  Chronle obstructive pulmonary disaases lymphatic and hematopoistic dasues. . .140-208 a3 29
and alfied conditions. . . ... ..., ... 480~496 4 Cangenital anomalies, . . . ........- 240-753 0 1.8
7  Nephritis, naphrotic syndrome, and 5 Diseasas of hean. . .. . .. 390-398,402,404429 45 1.8
nephroRIs . . . ... e 580-589 8 Sulcide. . - ... i £650-E959 29 1.0
8 Septicemla . ... ... . 0. i 038 7 Chronic obstructive pulmonary diseasas
8  Accidents and adverge effects. . . . . | E800-E9849 and allied condions. . .. ...._.... 490~496 28 1.0
e Mgtor vehicls acciderms . ..., ... EB10~-E825 8 Human immunodeficiency ving’
. All other accidants and adverse imMectlon . .. ... ol el 042-"044 26 0.8
offects . .. ....... E£800-E£807,E820~-E948 1,761 678 9 ANBMIBS . .. ..ttt 280~285 20 0.7
10  Hyportensian with er without ranal 10 Pnegumonia and Influanza . ... ...... 480487 1 i
disease . . .. ...l e 401,403 1,588 815 eee Allgthercauses . .. ............. Residual 207 73
Altothercauses . . .............. Residua)  20.781 800.1 )
s Black male, 15-24 yesrs
Black male, all ages cee ATCOURAS « o o oot i 7163 260.¢
e Mlcusses ...l EEKRRRE ;- 148830 0775 1 - Homicide and'legalimenéAtlon. . . E960-ES78 4,107  154.4
1 Oigeases of heent. . . . ... 380-398,402.404-420 37,040 2459 2 Accikfents and advarss offects, . . ... EB00-E949 1,328 498
2  Malignant neoplasms. including naoplaems ot . Motor vehicle accidents . .. ... .. E810-E825 862 124
lymphatic and hematopoigtic Ussues. . .140=208 32,155 2144 .. All other accidents and advarse
3 Homicide and lega) intervertion. . . . . EﬁO—EWB 10,131 &§7.5 effacts . ......... EBQ0-E807,E826-E949 468 178
4q Human immunodsficiency virus 3 Sddde. . ... .. ... 0ol E950-E9598 478 18.0
imMection . . ... i e *042-"044 8.925 $9.3 4 Olseasss ot heart. . . . . . . 390-188,402,404-429 188 7.4
§  Accidems and adverse effecss. . . . . . EB00~E549 8.238 549 5 Human immunodaficiency virus
e Motor vehicle acciders . . .. . ... EB10-E885 3,607 4.0 Infectlon . . ... o e el *042-"044 192 72
. All other accidents ang edverss 8 Malignam neopiasms, including necplasms of
offecl . ... ..-... EB00-EB07, EB!B—F_‘HS 4,631 3038 lymphatic and hematopoietic tissues . . .140-208 182 6.7
8 Carsbrovascular digeasss , .. . .... .. 7.421 495 7 ANBMIBS. . . .o v v v v ot m e 280-2B6 50 19
7 Preumonia and lmflyen2a . . ... ... .. 4&0-487 sz 255 ? Chrenic ebstructive pulmonary diseases
8  Chronis obstructive puimonary Gisaasm andallisd condions. .. .. ....... - 490458 S0 18
and allled conditions. . . .. ..., ... . 490458 3,669 238 9 Conganital anomalies. . . .. ..., ... - 740-759 4 1.7
8  Cenain conditions originating in the perinaml 10 Preumonig and influenza . . .. ..... . 480—487 3 1.1
PEAOA. . . it i e i 780~779 3,489 2.1 Lov AlOhOrcausss . ... ....-.c.... Residual 541 203
10 Diabotes maiius. . .. ... ........... 250 3. 21.8
o, ANOMOrCAUSAS . .. \.oucny . Residual 28,589 1908 Black mals, 2544 years
Black male, 1=4 years Ve AlCBUBBS - . . . v ev v ceienninreneceanns 26.035 H428
1 Human immunodefictency virus
o ADGRUBES ... .liiiieiieie i %65 778 it AR "42-7044 6590 1374
1 Acciderns and adverse offects. . . . . . £600-£549 319 25.6 2 Horncide and lagal Imervention. . . . . E960-E578 4,590 95.7
Motor vehicie accidamts . . ., . .. . EB10~£825 85 68 3 Acciderms and adverse effecs. . . . . . EB00-E549 3046 835
All othar accidents and adverse e Motor vehicle accidents ., - ... .. E810-E825 1,408 83
offects ........., E800-E807.EE26-E040 234 18.8 Ve All other accideres and adverse
2 Congenitgl anomalias, .. .......... 740-759 102 82 offects . ... ...... E800-EBO7,E826-E349 1.641 U2
3  Homicide and lsgal imerventian. . . . . E960-E978 88 7.6 4 Dizoasas of heart. . . . . .. 390-198,402,404-429 2767 57.7
4 Diseasescthean....... J30-338,402.404-429 56 45 6 Malignam neoplasms, Including neoplasms of
4  Human immunodeficiency virus lymphatic and hematapoiatic Ugsues. . .140-208 1.7%8 367
Imfection . .. ...... 0000 042-"0d4 56 45 [} Sdgde. ...... .. . ... ... E950-E359 808 1898
6§ Pneumonlaandinfluenza . ......... 480487 3t 26 7 Chronic liver diserse and cirrhasis, , . . . . . . 371 823 13.0
?  Malignam neoplasms, induding nesplasms of - 8 Coersbrovasculer disaases . .. ... .. .. 430-433 692 123
lymphate and hematopolgtic tissues. . .140-208 27 22 9 Pnaumonia and inflyenza .. ........ 480-487 457 95
8 Anemilas . . ., ., ... . ... 280-285 -3 20 10 Diapstes mraliitus. . . . ... ........... 250 287 82
9  Cenrain canditions eriginating in he pevinatl o, AlloMercauses . .. ... .........- Regidual 4,407 81.9
pedod. . . ... i T60=779 21 1.7
10 Chronit edstructive pulmonary diseages
and alliec candiiona. . . . .. ... ... 490=-496 13 .
CAIOMBr CAUSAS . . . . . o v o v i e v rn Residyal 20 172
Ses foothares a2 end of tabio.
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much less than dggravated assauit

Robbcry arrest rates increased in all age
groups from 1983 10 1992. However,
the growth was less than half of violeat
ctime overall. ‘Lhe ase groups wrth, the
smallest incyeascs wese thicse iu e
arly twendes, with the juveatle in-
creases similar to those of pctsons above

-

ago 25,

hf!ufruer'rat&e aeclined in most age
groups from 1983 to 1992

1n 1992 persons above age 25 were:
arrested for wurder 4t substandally low-
ec ratag than they were in 19832 For
example, the murder arrest eate for per-
soms ages 3545 declined nearly 25%
over the 10-year period.. In-stark con-
st miner avtest rates for juveniles
and young sdulrs soared, with incréases
far groater then in any other violcat
crime categary  The average im:rea;sr_-. )
forjuveniles was double the average
incieasc for young adults.

The fact thar murder arrests forall |
adalts increased just 9%, betweea 1983
snd 1992 masks two very different:

00 - tredds witim the adult age group. 'me
' snbmnualdccﬁncsmmmﬂcrm
400 r.gn,s for adults above their midtwenties
almost offset the very larpe increasés in
300 - muarder arrests of young adults.
an As in all violent crimes. {8-year-olds
hadtbchxghaammmmfvrmmdam '
100 1992, However, the paemn of age- |
. : ! T relamdgmwmmmurderammmswas
o ; : — —i notmirrored in any other violent offeasc,
10 15 2. 25 30 38 .40 45 bmw:zspmlleledmweaponsm
. Age ; : .

Source: F8I. (1934). Wmmwmmmwm
aAflrnces 1GRAE=1022
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A juvenile’s risk of becoming a victim of a nonfatal violent crime
increased between 1987 and 1991

NCVS monitors changes in
nonfatal violent victimizations

The National Crime Victimization
Survey asks respondenrs to report on
crimcs in which they were the victim,
which obviously excludes fatal
incidents. Nonfartal violcnt victimiza-
tions include rapc, robbery, and
aggravated and simple assault.

The risk of violent victimization
has Increased for juvenlles and
young adults in recent years

Between-1987-and 1991-the risk:thata

person between the ages of 12 and47 =

would become-a victim of a-nonfatal
violent crime increased 1 7%. Over this
period the risk of violence increased
trom 61 1o 71 violent victimizations per
1,000 juveniles. Durng-the:same

cperiod-the:nsk-of violencc for-ihose: .
ages-18-24 increased 24%-from. 66:10
81:per.1,000. The:risk of-viglent
victimizations-for agc groups above age
24 declined with agc, and the risk3-thal
they would be¢ome the victim.of

nonfatal violent crime did-not increase- -

between 1987 and 1991~

During the samc period the risk of
personal theft for juveniles decreased
from [14 to 101 per 1,000, although
this decrease was not significant
staristically.

Recent changes in juvenile
victimization rates varied
by race and ethnic group

Changcs in a juvenile's risk of violent
crimc differed by race and ethnicity. The
rate of violent victimization for non-
Hispanic whites increased 21% between
1987 and 1991. from 57 10 69 per 1.000.
During the same period. the violent
victimization rate for blacks remained
constant. Black juveniles had a violent
viclimization rate of 84 per 1.000 in
1991. The victimization rate for white-
Hispanic juveniles increased more than
40% 10 a level equal to that of whites,
bul due to their small numbers in the
NCVS sample. this difference was not
staristically significanl.

The increasc in nsk of violent victimi-
zation for young adults (ages 18 to 24)
was greater for blacks than for whites
from 1987 to 1991. Violent victimi-
zations among non-Hispanic whites

increased 25% (from 67 to 84 per
1.000) and among blacks 48% (from 67
to 99 per 1.000).

The nature of nonfatal violence
agalnst juveniles did not change
much between 1987 and 1991

In the case of serious violence (rape.
robbery, and aggravated assault) no
statistically significant changes
~occurrcd 1n the nature of juvenile
victimizations. The proportion
involving serious injury declined from
11% 10 7% but this difference was not
statistically significant. The perceal of
scrious violent incidents resulting in
injury remained essentially the same
(37% in 1987 and 35% in 1991) as did
the proportion resulting in hospital
stays. The proportion of serious violent
incidents in which weapons were used
also remained essentially the same
from 1987 (66%) 1o 1991 (67%).

Between 1987 and 1991 no statistically
significant changes occurred in the
places where serious violence occurred.
in the reporting of thesc cvents to the
police, or in the characteristics of
juvenile victims.

Crimes of Violence®
Robbery

Simple assault

Population ages 12—17 (in millions)
Total violent victimizations

Aggravated assault

The increased risk of violent victimlzation from 1987 to 1991 amang juvenlies ages 12-17
stems largely from an increase In simple assautt rates

Victimizations per 1,000 population:

1987 1988 1989 1990 1991
20756 20346 20049 20,102 20370
1256.000 1,245.000 1.294.000 1.328.000 1.448.000
61 61 65 65 71
8 9 10 1 10
15 16 14 16 15
36 6 39 37 44

* Includes data on rape not displayed as a separate category.
Source: Moone, J. {1994). Juvenile victimizations: 1987-1992. QJJDP Fact Sheet.

Juvenile Offenders and Victims: A Focus on Violence 17
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'Church, school . |
 coalition |

a SuUccess -
® All institutions must help”:
redirect young lives. -

By THE REV. HAROLD 8. (GG B - e
Iawmawmnyda inDeoemberlQQowenl

phone ¢all from the office of Calvin

Wallace, then the acting superintendent of Char-
fotte-Mecklenburg Schaols, requesting a menﬂng

~ with me al'my earliest convenienice. :

Having an open-door policy conceming. persans:: -
wmmngm ukp:'!nm ‘me, | nlﬁlymedialdy amngeiwn
canlerence the next day tiat was convenlent fog him.
In the rext day or two, Walmee. accompanied by idy
Battie, came to my office; -

‘We met in the Mayfleld Memarial- Bapt‘ll!Chmh
copference room 50 we wouldn't be disturbed, andl
askednnameemarmnonoduurbmuﬁw
wife called, -
o Once in the "conference .
¥ Wallace and Battle n(oun!
fl to me this dream

cing di i
Asmeymkecflbewm“ ek
sense of foy about their prop oo S48
. o eWith: the ‘elections now overyf17

have Jearted a to lessan:My. c
watched: the

realities,
After conlerring with our " dag
mandmm,m unanim unlyagreedma!hﬁla
mu\anlzoo()squareleetotMapacewm
leased to Cl'carloﬂe-Meck}enbumSchoolstobmm
mmmmm name'yluayﬂel

Jobandvoted.!came
imlnume;o\me
- sed., [ even. falt: out
- e Subsequently, on . _ 199I. lhe

¥
educational !acilmesogf Ma&eld Memmial Ba
Church, 700 Sugar Creek Rd.

‘l‘hegoa!wastomendthebmkenedmﬂona!ﬂvu Bl
of 50 senior high school students with 15 stal peopie ,--m 10 - ask

But. as the first graduatnon exemiseswm held
as the expressuons of gratihwie were given by vai

roved to A gra
improed

bellel that this coaliion _between we Wer
&\:notte-uec nburg Schools and Mayfield had i
n » good arongemed, SR 5 T
By the way, upon leaming that Mayiield Aliamative” - WAS addening, mml
School was one of the two sehools met 100% 0 S
99ge"onmamce goals et by Supt. John Murphyforthe  In eﬂ“? OC‘OW' our
-33 school , [ said to mysetf and to mambeu
of the church, “I'm glod we did" "

I believe there must be mutually.concemed efforts “‘f&‘g‘,’hm‘ ,‘,'W b” “‘ e
put forth by all of our insitutions s that we might b Bopcs, S10er Fdhiened She 2y
abie recuhelwso!ouryoungpeople - penewal sticker had ot beeh renev

We must do alt we can or we must accept partof the 'He then gave her a tcket for $60 ana

ilt nnd part of the blame for their not becuming all  her to appear in court one month lal

b e snd WA i
t the sticker o

The Rev. Harold S, Vigg Sis lhepastorofMQ)ﬂt'/d . tag but samewhere along the way 5o

Memodial Baptist Church. " one had stolen It and the registra
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RAX

Religion

Schools are alternatives to dropping out

Programs borrow space in churches

"éy nzam\ WARLICK

K:ds who might havr (allen through the
cracks in regular schools are on their way up
at Mavfield and Weslvy Uptown aftamative
schaols.

Because studernss whn strugyle academi-

cailv or socially in a normal schoul enviroa-

ment are oflen al-risk for dropping oul.
three pariners pooled their energiesto keep
kids i schoni.

Cities in Schools. Charlotte-Mceckienburg
Schonls and area churches jained (o creawe
a new system for students who need extra

satteation” ard a smaller ewiropment v
acceed — Tostead of irying to bend the
siudents 1o fit the system.

Maviield's secand school year bexan
Aug. 21 for its 50 high school sludents. with
casses and offices housed in Maviield
Mueomial Beplist Churca at 700 W. buqar
Creck Rd.

Wesey Uptown Altemalwe Schanl will
open officially alFirst United Methodist,
Chuwh. SDUN. Trynn St. on RNowv. 4.

“Churches .make excelienl partners.
They're Iocaled all over the community. Our

" goal is to have an altemative school i1 each

.0l the five {school systemn) feeder areax
Chymipic/Scuih. Northwest, Garinger/inde-
pendeace, West Charloite aud Har-
ding/Myers Park,” szid lris Batt'e, a dropoul
prevention specialist for the school system
and the admanistrator of dternative schaols
Thie numbers bode well lor fulure dierna-
tive schuols — of the 52 students who
altieuded Maylield last year. 95% slaved in:
schol, and 617, were promoted to the nex!
grade.
- Nere are seven teachers for e St
Shxleins in grades pine Huough 12,

“Chr students bave the potentia to he
auccessful. and with all the seivices we
offer. (such as) smaller classes, outside
agency assistance ... . volunieer lutors,
well help them succeed.” said Cindy Syn-
cer. a case manager lrom the Department of
Sacial Services curenily “un loan™ 1o the
Cities in Schools program.

“They have a say-sn here — they have
taken on ownership of the school. In ther
wune schools, many wouldnt have heen
the: types to initiate anything,” said Caroly:
CeBerry, sile coordinalor.

Now. saome of the former at-rick kids
participzate in a student mediation pngram
to work out prablems. as well as the Green
Team. a recycling and enwironmental grou)s.

Mayfi=id plans 10 oper: a day-care center
tw the end of September. a move to stave o
pitential dropowts.

“The nuember of single parents in the
school system is one. of the causes of
diopping out. We've had students wh were

coming just on the days they could get day

care.” said Essie Shipp. day-car: director.
Two students who - would benefit by

. on-site day care are Tanya Crawloud, 17,

and Taneeka Potterson, 15. Both single
reothers of hays, Tahya's son s | month olc
aud Taneeka's is 4 months.

“Here, they help you more with the
(schoul) wark. With less sludents. you get
awre done,” said Tanya. “I'd rather for (my
sm) 10 e hete because Tm here™

For Tanevha. if day care st availalile.
school mighe aat be eilther.

“{Day care) would e great. ] won't have
tr 7y to take lim somewhere else. | can just
cone here with b, ™ she sadd.

Exven withuul dav care_ bae scheols erve a
ey parpeoese. saigd the scloeol’s arfomn-

Atternative schioul: Math teacher Allen
Nice-Webb heips Mayfisid School stu-
dent Nomna Barnes on a computer termi-
na\. Mayfield is in its second year as an

istatrs — and all inwvolved ave eager in
their plans to provide altemative schouling.
Cities in Schools. a program Iorawed in
1986 to encourage studemds 1y graduate
from high school, first gppeared on the
«toorste]y of First United Methodist Chuech
Lt sprirg and has 10w made ils way o the
furah floor where the classtoom spaoe is.
“The {Cities In Schonls) office hapened
ter pove W @ buildiag rivht next door g the
charch. and w= inviked Hie Ludies te come

alternative school usider Charlotte-Meck-
tenburg’s Cities in Schools program, at
Mayfisid Memorial Baptist Church on
Sugar Creek Road.

have lunch with us,” said David Bigtam,
vhurch acminisiratlor. “We wanted to make
them awore of e space we had, and when
they saw it, Nk bellk must of went of in
their head.”

At that time. the dhureh had st com-
Jleted a studh shuwing that members
warited to ges nore ivolved with the arca’s
et

“Cities i Schooks s fanded on our
dovamsreps,” sl Bisthamn,
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M The University-*"bf Michigan

_News and Information Services 412 Maynard
Ann Arbor, Michigan

48109-1388
July 17, 1995 (7)
Contact: Diane Swanbrow
. Phone: (313) 747-4416

Smoking rates climb among American teen-agers,
who find smoking increasingly acceptable and
seriously underestimate the risks.

FOR RETLEASE AT 6:00 AM EDT, THURSDAY, JULY 20, 1995,

EDITORS: For more information about the study, contact Lloyd D. Johnston, Ph.D., the
principal investigator, at (313) 763-5043.

ANN ARBOR--—-Reporting on their 20th national survey of American high school
seniors, and their fourth national survey of eighth- and tenth-grade students, scientists at the
University of Michigan Survey Research Center conclude that cigarette smoking is riﬁng
a;nong young Americans. |

“For more than a decadé we have been reporting that the smoking rate among

. American high school seniors was holding constant despite the accumulating evidence of
smoking's lethal effects, despite the many new restrictions on cigarette smoking, and despite
the fact that smoking has fallen considerably among adults,” states Lloyd D. Johnston, the
:principal investigator of the study.

Johnston and colleagues Jerald G. Bachman and Patrick M. OMalley have directed
the Monitoring the Future Study of licit and illicit drugluse for over 20 years, under a series
of research grants from the National Institute on Drug Abuse.

(more)
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“We are now in a period of clear and continuing increase in cigarette smoking
among teens, Twelfth-graders showed an increase in smoking which began in 1992, while
the eighth- and tenth-graders have shown a steady increase since first surveyed in 1991,
states Johnston. (See Figure 1) “This is extremely bad news for the health and longevity of
the next generation.”

The proportional increase in smoking is greatest among the eighth-graders, who are
13- to 14-years-old. Their rate of current smoking-—that is, smoking any cigarettes in the
past 30 days—rose by 30 percent between 1991 and 1994, from 14.3 percent to 18.6
percent. Tenth-graders’ current smoking rate increased by more than two-tenths, from 20.8
percent to 25.4 percent over the same interval. Among high school seniors, the current
smoking rate has been increasing since 1992, and has risen by one-eighth, from 27.8 percent
to 31.2 percent in 1994, (See Figure 1 and Table 1.) |

“While the daily smoking rates are at lower levels, the increases in them are of the
same order of magnitude,” states Johnston, “and, of course, a great many of the lighter
smokers at these young ages are on their way to becoming heavy smokers.” The daily
smoking rates for eighth-, 10th- and 12th-grade students in 1994 are 9 percent, 15 percent,
and 19 percent, respectively.

The investigators conclude that teen-agers greatly underestimate the dangers of
smoking, with only about half of all eighth-graders believing that smokers run a great risk of
harming themselves by smoking a pack or more daily. (See Figure 4.) At 13 to 14 years
old, eighth-graders are at an age by which a great many of those who will eventually
become smokers have already begun to smoke.

“From some of our earlier work we also know that teen-agers greatly overestimate
their ability to stop smoking once they have begun,” Johnston observes, “so ihey are making
decisions about whether or not to smoke at a very early age, with little or no appreciation of
the likely consequences of those decisions.”

In fact, even before they finish high school, a majority (56 percent) of the half-pack-

(more)
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a-day smokers say they tried to quit smoking and found they could not. Many of them have
tried to quit on multiple occasions.
“We know that once a birth cohort establishes a particuiarly high or low rate of -

' smoking in adolescence, relative to other birth cohorts, it continues to maintain a relatively

high or low rate throughout the life cycle,” adds O'Malley, who has written on this subject
using follow-up surveys of previous high school graduating classés. “Thus the higher rates
that we are observing now are likely to remain high later in life for these children.”

The increases in smoking are very broad. They are found among boys and girls,
those planning to go to college and those not (the latter tend to have much higher smoking
rates), in all regions of the country, and in large cities as well as rural areas. (Sée Table 2.)
The investigators also note that the increases are found at all socioeconomic levels and in all
three of the largest racial/ethnic groups (whites, African-Americans and Hispanics). No
segment of the population is being spared these increases, so all parents should be
concerned, caution the investigators.

As to the likely causes of this recent upturn in smoking among American youth, the

-investigators point to several factors. “In addition to their unrealistically low perception of

the dangers of smoking, there has been a clear weakening of peer norms against smoking,”
Johnston points out. (See Figure 3 and Table 3.) “While the majority still say they
disapprove of regular smoking, that proportion has been declining steadily since the early
1990s. _

“In the larger context, of course, we still must explain why these smoking-related
attitudes are changing, or in the case of perceived risk, why they are not changing,”
Johnston says. The dangers teens associate with regular pack-a-day smoking have held
fairly steady in recent years and even may have begun to decline in 1994. (See Figure 4 and
Table 3.)

“For one thing, children are bombarded with images of the benefits of smoking by an
industry advertising and promotion effort which approaches five billion dollars per year,
Cigarette smoking is continually associated with social success, sexual attractiveness, a

(more)
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healthy demeanor, exciting sporting activities, a cool and tough image for the boys, a

slender body and liberated spirit for the girls, autonomy and independence for both sexes,

- and 80 on,” says Johnston. “What else could an American adolescent want?

“And, in case the younger children don't get the point, they now have a cartoon
character with which to identify. Past research has shown that he is widely known to them.

“Further, many movies and television programs portray smoking as more common
and socially acceptable than it in fact is among the general population,” Johnston adds, “and
it is my impression that smoking by the characters in movies and television dramas has
become even more frequent. But, even if it just held steady, it would present an unrealistic
portrayal, because amnong adults both the use of cigarettes and the acceptability of smoking

‘have been declining substantially.”

Price is still another factor which may have coﬁuibuted to the increase in smoking
by young people, according to the investigators. The tobacco companies cut prices on
major brands beginning in early 1993. In addition, the many new promotional prizes in
effect reduce the price of the product and serve to reward use,

The investigators find that cigarettes are almost universally available to teen-agers.
Three-quarters of eighth-graders and 90 percent of 10th-graders say that cigarettes are
“fairly easy” or “very easy” for them to get. The investigators do not even bother to ask
12th-graders the question, believing that virtually all of them would report easy access to
cigarettes. (See Table 3.) There is no evidence that availability has changed much,
however. “We have never made a serious effort to control children's access to cigarettes,
which itself sends a message that adults don't care much if they smoke,” observes Johnston.

The recent increase in cigarette smoking coincides with a sharp increase in marijuana
use among American teens, as reported by the same study, and the investigators observe
that the increase in smoking may in fact be contributing to the rise in marijuana use.
“Cigarette smoking and marijuana smoking are very highly correlated, with cigarette

(more)
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smoking usually coming first,” notes Johnston. “When you think about it, in order to

smoke marijuana, youngsters must learn to take smoke into their lungs, which is not a

" normal behavior for any species. Cigarette smoking provides excellent training for just

that.”

The implication of this increase in adolescent smoking for the country’s future rates
of disease, early death, disrupted families, worker productivity, and health care costs cannot
be overestimated, say the investigators. “As we and many others have observed previously,
cigarettes will kill far more of today’s children than all other drugs combined, including

‘alcohol. But because these consequences do not emerge for a few decades, we seem to be

much less concerned about them. If cigarette smoking killed quickly, like drunk driving
does, the country would be treating the current rates of adolescent smoking as an extreme

emergency.”
#ERBH#

The study, titled “Monitoring the Future,” was also widely known as the National High

~ School Senior Survey. It has been conducted under a series of research grants fram the National

Institute on Drug Abuse. Survcys have been carried out each year since 1975 by the University of
Michigan Survey Research Center, In 1994, the seniors comprised about 16,000 seniors in 139
public and private high schools nationwide, selected to be representative of all seniors in the
continental United States. They completed self-administered questionnaires given to them in their
classrooms by U-M personnel. Beginning in 1991, similar surveys of nationally representative
samples of eighth- and 10th-graders have been conducted annually. The 1994 eighth-grade sample
contained about 18,000 students in 150 schools, and the 10th-grade sample contained 16,000
students in 130 schools. In all, approximately 50,000 students in about 420 public and private
secondary schools are now surveyed annually, -

Banid
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TABLE 1

Long-Term Trends in Prevalence of Cigarettes for Eighth, Tenth, and Twelfth Graders

1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994

¢vo0 9C8 CTILHD TP:1T cg8/80/80

" MIND S3d AFAANS

Lifetime
Bth Grade 440 452 453 46.1
10th Grade 55.1 535 563 569
12th Grade 786 764 757 753 740 710 710 701 706 697 688 676 672 664 657 644 631 618 619 620
Thirty-Day
8th Grade 143 156 18.7 18.6
10th Grade 208 215 247 254
12th Grade 36.7 388 884 36.7 344 805 294 300 303 293 301 296 294 287 286 294 233 278 299 312
Daily
B8th Grade 7.2 70 83 88
10th Grade 126 123 142 148
12th Grade 269 288 288 2756 254 213 203 211 212 187 1956 187 1B7-18.1 189 191 185 172 190 194
1/2 pack+/day
8th Grade 3.1 29 36 3.6
10th Grade 6.5 6.0 70 1.6
12th Grade 179 192 194 1R8 165 143 135 142 138 123 125 114 114 106 112 113 107 100 109 112
Approximate Nes:
8th Grade 17500 18600 1R300 [7.3¢0
10th Grade 14800 14800 15300 15R00
I12th Grade

9400 15400 17100 17800 16500 15900 17500 17700 16300 15900 16000 15200 18300 16300 16700 15200 15000 15800 16300 16400

NOTE: Leve) of significance of difference between the two years indicated: s = .05, gs = .01, 835 = .001.
SOURCE: The Monitoring the Puture Study, The University of Michigan.

£T07L000



Wouvo/ ULy

SURVEY RES CNTR

11:42  B313_938 0043

.08/08/85

TABLE 2

Cigarettes: Trends in Thirty-Day Prevalence
by Subgroups for Eighth, Tenth, and Twelfth Graders

Percent \WWho Smoked in Last 30 Days

8th Grade 10th Grade 12th Grade
'91-'94 91-'94 '91-'94
1991 1994 change 1991 1994 change 1991 1994 change
Approximate N = 17600 17300 14800 ‘15800 15000 15400
Total 14.3 18.6 +4.3sss 208 254 +4.6ss3 283 312 +2 9ss
Sex: . . - .
Male 16.5 19.3 +3.8sss 208 266 +6.83ss 290 329 +3.9ss
Female 13.1 179 +4.8sss 207 239 +3.233 276 29.2 +1.7
College Plans:
None or under 4 yrs. 292 368 +7.45ss8 385 422 +5.7s3 38.1 409 +28
Complete 4 yrs. 118 16.1 +4.3s33 173 217 +4.4ss83 24.2 23,0 +3 Bass
Region:
Northeast 13.7 17.8 +4.13s 224 245 +2.1 305 332 +2.7
North Central 155 185  +3.0s 229 288  +5.9ss= 346 362 +16
South 18.7 19.5 +3.8ss 212 25.7 +4 fss 25 .4 30.7 +6.39ss
West 10.0 18.0 +8.0ss8 18.7 20.1 +J.4s 23.2 24.0 08
Population Density:
Large MSA 128 14.7 +1.9 19.7 235 43.8ss 262 293 +3.1s
Other MSA 14.9 204 +65.5939 20.3 25.4 +5.1ss8 23.3 30.7 +1.4
Non-MSA 148 178 +3.0s8 227 26.7 +4.0ss 286 338 +5.2ss8

NOTES: Level of significance of difference between the two indicated years: s =.05, 58 =.01, 353 «.001.
SOURCE: The Monitoring the Puture Study, The University of Michigan.
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TABLE 3

Trends in Availability and Attitudes About Smoking One or More Packs of Cigarettes per Day,
for Eighth, Tenth, and Twelfth Graders

: '93-94
1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 change

Perceived Risk*

8th Crade ' 51.8 508 627 60.8 -19
10th Grade . 60.3 593 60.7 59.0 .17
12th Grade 513 b564 584 590 630 637 633 605 612 638 6665 660 6836 68.0 67.2 682 694 69.2 695 67.6 -1.9

Disapproval® .

Bth Grade 828 623 B0.8 78.4 .2.2s%
10th Grade ' 794 TI8 765 739 -2.688
12th Grade 675 659 664 67.0 703 708 699 694 708 73.0 723 754 743 731 724 728 714 736 708 698 -0.8

Availability
8th Grade 718 755 7h.1 +0.6
10th Grade ) 89.1 894 903 +0.9
12th Grade

Approximafe Na:
8th Grade 17500 18600 18300 17300
I0th Grade 14800 14800 15300 15800
12th Grade 1500 3100 3400 3600 3100 3200 3500 3500 3300 3200 3200 3000 3300 3300 2800 2500 2500 2600 2700 2600

NOTE: Level of significance of differeace between the two most recent classes: s = .05, 53 = .01, sss = .001.

SOURCE: The Monitoring the Future Study, The University of Michigen.

“The question text was: How much do you think people risk harming themselves (physically or in other ways), if they smake one or more packs of cigarettes per day? Answer
alternatives were: (1) No risk, (2) Slight risk, (3) Moderate risk, (4) Great risk, and (5) Can’t say, drug unfamiliar. The percent saying "great risk” is shown.

*The question text was: Do you disapprove of people smoking one or more packs of cigarettes per day? For (2th graders the question asked ahout people whn are 18 or
ulder.” Answer alternatives were: (1) Don't disapprove, (2) Disapprove, and (3) Strongly disapprove. For 8th and 10th graders: there was another category - “Can't say, drug
unfamiliar” - which was included in the calculation of these percentages. The percent saying they “disapprove” or "strongly disapprove" is shown.

“The question text was: How difficult do you think it would be for you to get cigarettes, if you wanted same? Answer alternatives were: (1) Probahly impossible, {2) Very
difficult, (3) Fairly difficult, (§) Fairly easy, (5) Very easy. For 8th and 10th grades, there was another category - "Can’t say, drug unfamiliar” - which was included in the

calculation of these percentages. For 12th graders: question net asked. The percent saying cigarettes are "fairly easy” or "very easy” to get is shown.
*For 8th and 10th graders: N for Availability in 1992 is one-half of N indicated.



" FIGURE 1

Trends in Thirty-Day Prevalence of Cigarette Smoking
for Eighth, Tenth, and Twelfth Graders
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FIGURE2 =~

Trends in Thirty-Day Prevalence of Cigaretté Use, by Gender
Twelfth Graders
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Trends in Disapproval of Smoking
for Eighth, Tenth, and Twelfth Graders
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€T0/2T0

JIND S3d X3AdNS troo 9¢8 €I €y:TT  S8/80/80



Trends in Perceived Harmfulness of Smoking
for Eighth; Tenth, and Twelfth Graders -

100 Percent seeing "great risk" in smoki'ng one or more packs per day...
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PRESIDENT WILLIAM JEFFERSON CLINTON
TEEN HEALTH CONNECTION
CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA
AUGUST 9, 1995

[Acknowledgements: Medical Director Dr. John Johnston; Executive
Director Barbara Zeigler)

I’'m glad to have this opportunity to visit the Teen
Health Connection. I’m looking forward to hearing from each
of you about how the Teen Health Connection has helped you.

Earlier today, I spoke to the Progressive Baptist Convention
about the four deadly threats to today’s young people:
violence, pregnancy, drugs, and smoking. Each of these can
have a long-term negative effect on a young person’s health
and economic well-being.

Teenagers today see and experience things that adults of my
generation could not have imagined. You are faced with a
vast range of conflicting images presented to you by the
media. Although your parents and teachers may be telling
you to do the right thing -- often everything you see is
telling you otherwise.

Teens who aren’t healthy can’t learn and can’t grow up to be
productive members of our society. That’s why it is so
important for you to have a place to turn where you can get
straight answers about what you can do to help yourself.

The Teen Health Connection is an example of how well a
public-private partnership can work. With support from
health care providers, businesses, and state and local
funds, the Teen Health Connection fills a void in this
community.

I spoke in my Inaugural Address about how there’s nothing
wrong with America that can’t be fixed by what’s right with

'America. I am committed to finding and celebrating the best

of what America has to offer -- and the Teen Health
Connection is certainly a perfect example.

I’'d like to commend Dr. John Johnston and Barbara Zeigler
for seeing a need in their community and taking the
initiative to do something about it. We need more of that
in this country.
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August 7, 1985
SPEECH TO THE PROGRESSIVE NATIONAL BAPTIST CONVENTION

DATE: August 9, 1995

LOCATION: Charlotte Convention Center
Charlotte, North Carolina

TIME:

FROM: Alexis Herman

Ben Johnson

PURPOSE

To request support for your legislative and policy
initiatives and build support among a key constituency.

BACKGROUND

The Progressive Baptist Convention is composed of more than
1800 churches and has a membership of 2.5 million people.
The Rev. Bennett W. Smith of New York is the newly elected
president of the organization. He succeeded the Rev.
Charles Adams of Detroit, one of your most loyal supporters.
The Progressive Baptists are considered to be the most
liberal denomination among African American Baptists.

The Progressive Baptist Convention was organized in 1961 at
the height of the Civil Rights Movement and was the
denominational home and platform of the late Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. Dr. King addressed every annual convention
until his death in 1968. The Progressive Baptist Convention
is heralded and respected among all African American
Baptists because of its unrelenting support of civil rights.
Rev. Garner Taylor, the Rev. Jesse Jackson, the Rev.
Benjamin Hooks, the Rev. Otis Moss and the Rev. William Gray
are just a few of the Convention's well known and respected
members.

The organization strongly supported Rev. Jesse Jackson
during each of his runs for the presidency. While he is not
advocating another Jackson run, Rev. Smith is considered one
of Rev. Jackson's closest friends and supporters. The Rev.
Jackson 1is expected to attend the convention but has not
been scheduled to speak thus far. You also have many
supporters in this organization. Several, including the Rev.
Otis Moss, have voiced generous praise for your affirmative
action speech and for the leadership you are providing for
the nation.



While the audience will be predominantly Progressive
Baptists, you will be speaking before the first ever Joint
Session between the Progressive Baptist Convention and the
Alliance of Baptists. This first-ever event coincides with
the sesquicentennial observation of the 1845 division of
Baptists along racial and regional lines over the issue of
slavery. The Alliance of Baptists, headed by the Rev. John
Ewing Roberts has been in dialog with the Progressive
Baptist Convention for the past four years seeking common
ground and a new day in race relations in the country.

ITI. PARTICIPANTS

6,000 Baptists ministers
Iv. PRESS PLAN

Open Press

V. SEQUENCE
(SEE DANNY)

VI. REMARKS

Prepared by speechwriters with input from OPL
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