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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 12, 1996 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

KITTY HIGGINS$r;tl 
: \ '.' 

\ i 
A Call to Action \, 

In your speech you will restate your Administration's commitment to assist state and 
local communities in combatting church arson and rebuilding the churches that have been 
destroyed. You will report on: 

I. Actions already tak.en--See Treasury/Justice fact sheets 

2. More Protection 

• U.S. Marshals will now participate as full partners in the federal task 
forces, both local and national, that you announced last Saturday. 

• Treasury guidelines for protective measures churches can take, will be 
released this week (Treasury will distribute copies if ready) 

3. Enforcement 

• U.S. Attorneys and supervising agents in charge from ATF and FBI 
will meet in Washington tomorrow (June 13). You will challenge 
them to: 

--Meet a strict "Code of Conduct" for investigating these arsons 

· --Report to you through the AG and Secretary of the Treasury, 
early· next week, on the need for additional resources 

4. Rebuild--You will offer three challenges to aid rebuilding 

• Challenge the private sector--to come forward with money and people 
to rebuild. Habitat for Humanity and the National Council of 
Churches have already responded with volunteers in Alabama 
(Habitat) and money (Council). Nations Bank also has offered a 
$500,00 reward. 



. ~ I • 

• Challenge the States--to use their allocations of HUD Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds through loan guarantees and 
other means to help local communities rebuild. HUD and Justice will 
provide guidance regarding church--state issues. HUD will reimburse 
states who use their funds with "recaptured" money. Legislative 
authority is needed. 

• Challenge the Congress--to increase CDBG funding by $10 million in 
case state and private resources are inadequate. 
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RECENT ADMINISTRATION ACTIONS 
IN CHURCH FIRES INVESTIGATIONS 

JUNE 11, 1996 

---

'What ltas happened. 

President Clinton devoted his weekly radio address to the federal commitment to solving 
these church arsons. He discussed four actions which the administration has enacted. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Treasury and Justice have formalized a high-level task force, chaired by Assist.ant 
Treasury Secretary James Johnson and Assistant Attorney General Deval Patrick. A TF 
·Director John Magaw and FBI Director Louis Freeh also will serve on the Task Force. 
The President has asked the task force to report its progress to him. 

Federal law enforcement has developed materials to instruct churches on protecting their 
churches from arsonists. The materials will be delivered directly to churches in the 
Southeast by ~ents, and also will be delivered through national church 
organizations. fdes~ 

A TF has established a toll-free number to obtain information relating to these crimes . 
The number is 1-888-ATF-FIRE, and is currently operational. 

The Administration has announced its support of the Hyde-Conyers bill which will _} 
expedite federal prosecution of these crimes as civil rights violations. That bill was oa. SSCllj 
sishesulca fut 111wk d:f' by the House Judiciary Committee today. I 

A delegation of ministers whose churches have been burned and other concerned clergy 
were in Washington over the weekend. Some of the ministers were present during the 
President's radio address. The group met with Attorney General Reno on Sunday and 
with Treasury Secretary Rubin on Monday. Assistant Secretary Johnson and Assistant 
Attorney General Patrick were present during both meetings. The ministers' main theme 
at these meetings was the insensitivity of federal agents in conducting these 
investigations and a request for heightened federal concern to white supremacist actions. 

Assistant Secretary Johnson and Assistant Attorney General Patrick, along with 
representatives of the FBI and ATF, held a lengthy meeting with the ministers on 
Monday afternoon. Johnson and Patrick also attended a prayer service held by the 
ministers on Sunday evening. 

Action Plan 

• The Treasury/Justice Task Force will convene this afternoon to complete its plan of 
action for oversight of these investigations. On Thursday. the Task Force will bring to 
Washington every United States Attorney, and ATP and FBI Special Agent-in-Charge 
from the areas where these church fires have occurred, for consultations. 
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JUSTICE/TR~SURY CHURCH FIRES TASK FORCE 
southeast Church Fires Fact Sheet 

.June 12, 1996 

• In the southeast there have been 43 tires at predominantly 
African Ameriean ch\U'ches since January ~9,S 

G have resulted in arrests (8 suspeots) 

2 have resulted in federal prosecutions 

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church, Tennessee 
Canaan ])J(.E chur~b, Tennessee 

8 were deemed to De acci~enta1 

• With well over 200 federal investigators -- working together 
with state and local authorities -- this ia the lar9est 
current civil rights inve$tiqation ang one of the larqest 
criminal investigations of any kind. In a number of 
in·oidents, task. forces have been established of federal, 
state and looal authorities. 

• Fires A~ African American churches in 9 Southeastern states 

Alabama 
Louisiana 
North Carolina 
Tennessee 
Virginia 

Georgia 
Mississippi 
South Carolina 
Texas 

• Since 1990 1 19 incidents of rires and de3ecrations at houses 
o~ WQrship h~ve been prose~~ted= 

8 have resulted in successful federal prosecutions and 
have been closed. 

s inoidants have resulted in successful pros~outions l>y 
local officials and the cases are closed. 

Local charqes nave been fi1ed in 6 other incid~nts. 

Ill 002 
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Rebuilding commUDity Institution• 
Administrative and Legislative ~opoeala 

BackqrouncS 

94561213 

Over the past 18 months, 33 bl"ck churches throughout the 
south h~ve h~e.n de~troye..d by suspected arson. Many of these 
churche5 serve important community functions in their 
jurisdictions. It is fully expected thRt m~TIY churches will face 
financing obstacles in their efforts to reb\aild their facilities. 
Most or th~s~ church8s ar~ under•insurP-d ~nd will need access to 
multiple sources of capital and credit to proceed with rebuildinq 
ettcrts. 

'!'he Ad?nin:istration ic, therefor~, s9eklnq to engaq8 the 
private sector -- banks, corporations, religious orqanizations 
in the rebuildinq of these important civic institutions. To 
facilitate these efforts, the Administration is also seekinq to 
inve~t federal resources where availacle and app~op~iatg. 

Chall•nqe to the P~ivate sector 

The Administration is reacninq out to a wide variety of 
Tiittional, private sector institutions to help in the rebuildinq 
cff ort. 

The President will Gpcoif ioally call upon Habitat for 
Hmnanity Intl>rnational, a l!i!tarl0r in the nonprofit housing world, 
to draw upon their most valuable rccouroe -- their volunteers -­
to r9ach out to communiti~s th~t have had churches damaged or 
destroyed by acts of arson or terroricm. For 20 years, Habitat 
for Humanity Int@rnational has b1<1l'n uniting pe..nplP. from all walks 
of life in it3 ~ission to eli11linate substo.ndard housinq. This 
organization, which has rallied hundreds of thousands of 
individuals to build nearly 50,000 homes worldwide, is in the 
best position to provide leadership antt motivate voluntearg to 
n~bu i l 1l tlu:~ churches that have b@en destroyed. 

Il. l~ tJur uni.le.r!;t~nding that the Alabama Association of 
Habitat for HU111anity affiliatec has already baqun aoordinatinq 
vol1rnt.eeri;; in n-?bulhHng three of the five churches that were 
burned in Alabama. Habitat'c founder and presidont, Millard 
FullE"r wlll bf:' in South Carolina to challlBilg'e volunteers 
throughout the country to help rebuild theee chu~chee.. To do 
that, Habitat for Humanity has established a 1-800 number --
1-SOO-IIADITAT -- for volunteers who ure interestod in ioininq 
thrun in maQtin9 the national call tor assistance. · 

P.02 
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ChaUenqe to 11tates1 Use Pe4eral l"Unrls 

The Administration is urqinq StGte qovarnments t.o explore 1:t 
UGing federal Community Development Block Grant funds to assist ' . 
in t.he rohu1lc1ing of those facilities damaqed or dP-!iltroyed })y . 
acts of arson or terror ism. . •, 

Gtate& receivP. 30 percent of CIJtiG funds on a formul~ basis. /-l v A 
These funds are targeted for use in small ~cmmunitles, areas l,t.-ef 
~here the bulk of the arson activity has oc~rred. Most statss ~ J I 
sataside fund3 for ebergencies. ~ 

CDBC ~llows State reciJ~ents to uge. federal funds for a ~ 
broad •~nge ot activities i~l~dinq demolition, clearance, _ ~/} 
r~moval, acquisition, rehabilitation ~nd reconstruction. CD8G ~ tJ<R 
also alluws recipientc to use funds in a variety o! ways: as ~ 
9rantc, low-interest loans, interest-rate wr.tte downa on market r -A 
loanfi ~nd loan guarantees. ;Cl · 

Within tho next week, HOD will provide quidance to states on 
hew CDBG funds c~n be used in a manner consistent with 
1.:unst i tutional proviciom:s. 

The Adminictration will seek leqislatlcn to ~rm.it HUD to 
ullocate existing r@captured cosr; funds to reimburse State:s 
participating in this effort. HUD will ~lso P.xp4ald1t~ any waiver 
requests -- a.ud will provide any tec.tmical cupport -- that may be 
n~cGssary to carry out rebuildinq errurts. 

Challenge ~o Conqresa1 Bat4~lisb a CDBG Loan Guarantoe WU2'4 

·~ 
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a~uil4inq Colllllunity xnstitutions 
QUaations and Answers 

What institutio~~ will qualify for a~£i~tanca under ~h~ 
Ac:lministration's proposals? · 

94561213 

Qualifyinq institutions will be community institutions that 
have been damaged or destrcyed by act& of arson or 
torrorism. 

What are "co:ramunity institution$"? 

Collll!lunity institutions are not for profit institutions 
similar to thcise qualified under section 501.(o) (3) of the 
Tax CodQ that perform civic functions in th~1r communities. 
They may or may not be reliqious institutionc. 

Ts there precedent fer this type of action (i.e. providing 
federal funds to rQliqious in9titutions)? 

Yes, there is p~coedent for thi£ type Of action. congress 
appropri~tl\ttl $lQ million in the aftermath of the Okl~homa 
City bo:mbinq in part to support ~o recon8truction of 
damaged churches. Th~ key issue was the act of terroris~. 
In this reqard, assistanQe wac provided to ail damaqed 
buildings; in the viclnit.y or the act. 

HOD proposals would similarly make funding to all qUalified 
community institutions that arc damaqaa or do~troyad by acts 
ot arson or terrorism, including r@ligious institutions. 

P.04 
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~~S~e'~ 
1!!11lf1Bl11"' Graham . 
&ii:iif VHng!f.istic Association 

STATIMENT BY BILLY &RAHAii ON RSENT CHURCH ARION PIRES 
June11,1988 

TM foltuwlng statlment W11 iSltJld today b1 Ewngelllt BHtY Gt8lllft\ who i8 
undergoing a ..n.. « teG'8 at Mayo Clinic in Rochtst.r, MlnnHOta. prior to h 
opening of hia cruAdB In MlnneepolialSl Peul next WMk: 

I hive been grieved and saddtneCI aN the *8llt ctudr tunings 
In the South, Hpacially In my hDmetcWn of Chlflolte, North Camllna. I 
have wrtuen a letter to h ~ tt.EQ, nnt a modMt partOn8I gift to http 
them rvbulld Md wlll assilt in helping to rerse money tor otner Churchel. 

1 applaud Prealdent Ctimon ~ senator Dole for thtlr qutCIC . 
reaponse to these tragedies - at leatl in 1hia one ..,.. we oan be Wllted. f 
am also watafUI that leaders of both l*U• a,. IJMHllclng OLd agalnlt this 
type of tefTOl'ilm and 9nact1na legilhltion 10 qulcikly ID NDlitata 
prosewtlon ot Cll8S irWOtYlng lf80n mgainst hous88 or worehip. 

We don't yet knew" whither thil JI • CDnlp1taay or DOPY-ad crime, 
but the prcblem bet"8n various ethniO groups iS world wide - it ii • 
problem of ttw haart. AA we tiWe Meri in B08nia ind Liberia, ewn ainang 
people ·01 the tame" race, it 869fTlS 1hat nuch Of 1he wor1d ia atrechtd by this 
terrtbfe dlUase, Which lhauld be called by tts .rtght name. Sin. 

I think 9Qlll8 Of the speecl'8I that the Rev. Martin l.UIMr King mad9 
a generaUan ego should be rt11ucHea tot thair-applfcClon.todaY. <>nlY 
repentance and faith in God wm IRd 1D lho non-vioklnce that Mlrtln Luther 

King preached. OnlY God can dsige the hllMn htart. 

-~-===-======-=-~------=-========-====-==-----==m=:;:==~---.,===-==-=== 
Phcme: 6 I %/33&0500 • P.-ic: 612/lJl:-1299 • ~ 2902.!19 • Qlbl« 8GTPM 
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PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON 
MT. ZION AME CHURCH 

GREEELEYVILLE, SOUTH CAROLINA 
JUNE 12, 1996 

Acknowledgments: Rev. Mackey; Bishop Adams; Congressman Clyburn ... 

One of the fundamental tenets of Christian faith is that the church is more than a 
physical structure. Scripture tells us that church is "Wherever two or m<;>re are gathered in 
my name ... " So, even as we come together here in outrage at the Godless acts of 
destruction that have plagued this and too many other communities, we are also here to 
celebrate the fact that the true church has emerged unscathed. The Bible tells us the story of 
Shadrach,. Meschac and Aded'nego -- three men of faith, cast into a fiery furnace by the 
King of Babylon because they refused to worship his false gods and idols. But when the 
King looked into the furnace he saw "four men loose, walking in the midst of the fire." He 
saw they were unhurt, and proclaimed that the "form of the fourth is like the Son of God." 

My friends, God saw the faith of Shadrach, Meshach and Abed'nego and walked 
beside them in the fiery furnace. And they walked from the fires unharmed. So I say to 
you, they may burn down a building, but they can never burn down our faith. They may 
desecrate a structure, but they can never desecrate our souls. For we are God's people and 
we will not be moved. 

We who are from this part of the country know all too well how people have tried to 
divide us by race. For years we li"ved with the fear that racial violence could erupt at any 
moment. We lived through the ugly era of division. But long ago, we said no, that is not 
our South. That is not our America. That is not our way. Even before Lincoln said it, 
scripture taught us, "A house divided against itself can not stand." As we enter a new 
century, we must not allow the foundation of our national house to be weakened or destroyed 
by hate. This recent rash of church burnings reminds us that if we want our nation's house 
to stand steady and strong as we enter a new century, we still have work to do. An attack 
on a house of worship is an attack on America's basic commitment to religious freedom. It 
is an attack on our national conscience. And so today, I call on every citizen to come 
together as one America to rebuild our churches, restore hope, and show the forces of hatred 
they cannot win. I call on every American, black and white alike, to smother the fires of 
hatred. We have seen this spirit in action recently here in South Carolina. When Alexander 
Sanders, the President of the College of Charleston learned that the letters KKK had been 
spray painted on the property of a Charleston alumnus, he organized a clean up effort 
involving more than 100 students, faculty and alumni. The property owner said he felt very 
fortunate to be a part of a family that does not tolerate this kind of behavior. 

Martin Luther King once said, "What self-centered men have torn down, other­
centered men can build up." Rev. Mackey and the men and women of Mt. Zion have shown 
us the meaning of those words. After your church was burned to the ground last year, your 
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faith remained unshaken. You refused to be defeated. You have come together as a 
community to rebuild. And in a few days, this new church will be filled with the joyful 
sound of worship and thanks giving. 

As I said last Saturday, I am determined to do everything in my power to get to the 
bottom of these church burnings. Already, more than 200 agents of the Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco and Firearms and the FBI are working with state and local authorities to solve these 
crimes. There are now 33 active cases. We have closed ten cases through investigations, 
arrests and prosecutions. 

But we, as a country, must do more. We must rise, as we always have, during our 
difficult moments to the challenges that we face together. We in the federal government will 
do our part to meet this challenge. Today I am announcing that tomorrow there will be a 
meeting in Washington convened by the federal task force that has been working to solve 
these cases. This meeting will include the U.S. Attorneys involved and the supervising 
federal agents. As they conduct these investigations I am holding them to a strict code of 
professional and personal conduct. We must pursue every lead vigorously, but with 
sensitivity and compassion. I am also instructing the task force to assess our investigative 
and prosecutorial needs in these cases and I expect Attorney General Reno and Treasury 
Secretary Rubin to report to me next week on the additional resources we need. 

I am also announcing that I am directing the U.S. Marshall's service to join with the 
ATF, the FBI, the Justice Department's Civil Rights Division and the U.S. Attorneys 
involved in our efforts to prevent these fires. And where it is appropriate, the Marshals will 
join other federal agents to visit churches to help them protect themselves. 

But we know that this can not be done at the federal level alone. So I challenge the 
states to do their part. Today I challenge the states to use their Community Development 
Block Grant Funds to help local communities rebuild. We will work with the Congress and 
the states to provide the flexibility to make this challenge work. 

I challenge business and community leaders to provide money and people to assist in 
this effort. And to help support that, I will work with the to Congress to provide a modest 
increase in funding through the Department of Housing and Urban Development that will 
help to guarantee loans by private lending institutions. 

I want to note that efforts by the private sector have already begun. The Alabama 
Association of Habitat for Humanity is recruiting volunteers to help in rebuilding several of 
the churches in that state. Today, I am pleased to announce that Habitat for Humanity 
International, is reaching out to all the communities that have lost churches in these arson 
attacks to help them rebuild. Habitat's founder and president, my good friend Millard 
Fuller is here today and I thank him. I also want to applaud the National Council of 
Churches for their financial commitment to the rebuilding. And I want to thank NationsBank 
for stepping up to this challenge by committing $500,000 towards rewards in these burnings. 

2 
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But in the end, we know that the only way we will defeat this evil is if every 
American makes a commitment to be a part of the solution. So I challenge individuals to 
donate their money and their muscles to help these churches rebuild. 

I challenge ministers and religious leaders to speak out against this violence from your 
pulpits. The burning of churches is a moral outrage that must be strongly denounced from 
every pulpit of this country. 

And finally, I challenge every community in this country that has been struck by this 
evil and every person who is listening to be lifted up by the power of your example here. 
Your faith and your commitment to one another and to the values that have always made our 
country strong, have helped you to move past despair and on to this moment of rebirth. 

My dear friend, the Rev. Billy Graham wanted to be here today, but could not. But 
he sent these words for all of us to reflect on. He said that "the problem between various 
ethnic groups is world wide -- it is a problem of -the heart. .. It seems that much of the world 
is ·affected by this terrible disease, which should be called by its right name, Sin ... Only 
repentance and faith in God will lead to the non-violence that Martin Luther King preached. 
Only God can change the human heart." 

The faith that Rev. Graham spoke about is the same faith that we sang of in that 
anthem a few moments ago: And I want us all to remember those words now: "Sing a song 
full of the faith that the dark past has taught us. Sing a song full of the hope that the present 
has brought us. Facing the rising sun of our new day begun, let us march on till victory is 
won." 

That is the faith we must have as one America here at the edge of a new century. 

God bless you. And God bless America. 

3 
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PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON 
MT. ZION AME CHURCH 

GREEELEYVILLE, SOUTH CAROLINA 
JUNE 12, 1996 

Acknowledgments: Rev. Mackey; Bishop Adams; Congressman Clyburn ... 

One of the fundamental tenets of Christian faith is that the church is more than a 
physical structure. Scripture tells us that church is "Wherever two or more are gathered in 
my name ... " So, even as we come together here in outrage at the Godless acts of 
destruction that have plagued this and too many other communities, we are also here to 
celebrate the fact that the true church has emerged unscathed. The Bible tells us the story of 
Shadrach,. Meschac and Aded'nego -- three men of faith, cast into a fiery furnace by the 
King of Babylon because they refused to worship his false gods and idols. But when the 
King looked into the furnace he saw "four men loose, walking in the midst of the fire." He 
saw they were unhurt, and proclaimed that the "form of the fourth is like the Son of God. 11 

My friends, God saw the faith of Shadrach, Meshach and Abed'nego and walked 
beside them in the fiery furnace. And they walked from the fires unharmed. So I say to 
you, they may burn down a building, but they can never burn down our faith. They may 
desecrate a structure, but they can never desecrate our souls. For we are God's people and 
we will not be moved. 

We who are from this part of the country know all too well how people have tried to 
divide us by race. For years we lived with the fear that racial violence could erupt at any 
moment. We lived through the ugly era of division. But long ago, we said no, that is not 
our South. That is not our America. That is not our way. Even before Lincoln said it, 
scripture taught us, 11 A house divided against itself can not stand. 11 As we enter a new 
century, we must not allow the foundation of our national house to be weakened or destroyed 
by hate. This recent rash of church burnings reminds us that if we want our nation's house 
to stand steady and strong as we enter a new century, we still have work to do. An attack 
on a house of worship is an attack on America's basic commitment to religious freedom. It 
is an attack on our national conscience. And so today, I call on every citizen to come 
together as one America to rebuild our churches, restore hope, and show the forces of hatred 
they cannot win. I call on every American, black and white alike, to smother the fires of 
hatred. We have seen this spirit in action recently here in South Carolina. When Alexander 
Sanders, the President of the College of Charleston learned that the letters KKK had been 
spray painted on the property of a Charleston alumnus, he organized a clean up effort 
involving more than 100 students, faculty and alumni. The property owner said he felt very 
fortunate to be a part of a family that does not tolerate 'this kind of behavior. 

Martin Luther King once said, "What self-centered men have torn down, other­
centered men can build up." Rev. Mackey and the men and women of Mt. Zion have shown 
us the meaning of those words. After your church was burned to the ground last year, your 
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faith remained unshaken. You refused to be defeated. You have come together as a 
community to rebuild. And in a few days, this new church will be filled with the joyful 
sound of worship and thanks giving. 

As I said last Saturday, I am determined to do everything in my power to get to the 
bottom of these church burnings. Already, more than 200 agents of the Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco and Firearms and the FBI are working with state and local authorities to solve these 
crimes. There are now 33 active cases. We have closed ten cases through investigations, 
arrests and prosecutions. 

But we, as a country, must do more. We must rise, as we always have, during our 
difficult moments to the challenges that we face together. We in the federal government will 
do our part to meet this challenge. Today I am announcing that tomorrow there will be a 
meeting in Washington convened by the federal task force that has been working to solve 
these cases. This meeting will include the U.S. Attorneys involved and the supervising 
federal agents. As they conduct these investigations I am holding them to a strict code of 
professional and personal conduct. We must pursue every lead vigorously, but with 
sensitivity and compassion. I am also instructing the task force to assess our investigative 
and prosecutorial needs in these cases and I expect Attorney General Reno and Treasury 
Secretary Rubin to report to me next week on the additional resources we need. 

I am also announcing that I am directing the U.S. Marshall's service to join with the 
ATF, the FBI, the Justice Department's Civil Rights Division and the U.S. Attorneys 
involved in our efforts to prevent these fires. And where it is appropriate, the Marshals will 
join other federal agents to visit churches to help them protect themselves. 

But we know that this can not be done at the federal level alone. So I challenge the 
states to do their part. Today I challenge the states to use their Community Development 
Block Grant Funds to help local communities rebuild. We will work with the Congress and 
the states to provide the flexibility to make this challenge work. 

I challenge business and community leaders to provide money and people to assist in 
this effort. And to help support that, I will work with the to Congress to provide a modest 
increase in funding through the Department of Housing and Urban Development that will 
help to guarantee loans by private lending institutions. 

I want to note that efforts by the private sector have already begun. The Alabama 
Association of Habitat for Humanity is recruiting volunteers to help in rebuilding several of 
the churches in that state. Today, I am pleased to announce that Habitat for Humanity 
International, is reaching out to all the communities that have lost churches in these arson 
attacks to help them rebuild. Habitat's founder and president, my good friend Millard 
Fuller is here today and I thank him. I also want to applaud the National Council of 
Churches for their financial commitment to the rebuilding. And I want to thank NationsBank 
for stepping up to this challenge by committing $500,000 towards rewards in these burnings. 
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But in the end, we know that the only way we will defeat this evil is if every 
American makes a commitment to be a part of the solution. So I challenge individuals to 
donate their money and their muscles to help these churches rebuild. 

I challenge ministers and religious leaders to speak out against this violence from your 
pulpits. The burning of churches is a moral outrage that must be strongly denounced from 
every pulpit of this country. 

And finally, I challenge every community in this country that has been struck by this 
evil and every person who is listening to be lifted up by the power of your example here. 
Your faith and your commitment to one another and to the values that have always made our 
country strong, have helped you to move past despair and on to this moment of rebirth. 

My dear friend, the Rev. Billy Graham wanted to be here today, but could not. But 
he sent these words for all of us to reflect on. He said that "the problem between various 
ethnic groups is world wide -- it is a problem of the heart... It seems that much of the world 
is affected by this terrible disease, which should be called by its right name, Sin ... Only 
repentance and faith in God will lead to the non-violence that Martin Luther King preached. 
Only God can change the human heart." 

The faith that Rev. Graham spoke about is the same faith that we sang of in that 
anthem a few moments ago: And I want us all to remember those words now: "Sing a song 
full of the faith that the dark past has taught us. Sing a song full of the hope that the present 
has brought us. Facing the rising sun of our new day begun, let us march on till victory is 
won." 

That is the faith we must have as one America here at the edge of a new century. 

God bless you. And God bless America. 

3 



From: David E. Dreyer To: Terry Edmunds Date: 6/11196 Time: 3:23:26 PM 

To: Terry Edmunds 
Fr: David Dreyer 
Re: MLK Quote 

Junel l 1996 

"I have the audacity to believe that peoples everywhere can have three meals a day for their bodies, education 
and culture for their minds, and dignity, equality and freedom for their spirits. I believe 
what self-centered men have tom down, other-centered men can build up." 
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PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON 
. MT. ZION AME CHURCH 

GREEELEYVILLE, SOUTH CAROLINA 
JUNE 12, 1996 

Acknowledgments: Rev. Mackey; Bishop Adams; Congressman Clyburn ... 
"R>--~ I I 

tenets i5Fcf?rrstian faith is that the church is more than a 
physical structure. -..;r-e-su-....r-e....-s-u~s, "Wh_er~ver two or more are gathered in my name ... " 
So, even as we com oge er er fo outrage at the Godless acts of destruction that-have 
plagued this and too many other communities, we are also here to celebrate the fact that the 
true church has emerged unscathed. The Bible tells us the story of Shadrach,. Meschac and 
Aded'nego -- thda!e men of faith, cast into a fiery furnace by the King of Babylon because 
they refused to worship his false gods and idols. But when the King looked into the furnace 
he saw "four men loose, walking in the midst of the fire." He saw they were. unhurt, and 
proclaimed that the "form of the fourth is like the Son of God." 

My friends, God saw the faith of Shadrach, Meshach and Abed'nego and walked 
beside them in the fiery furnace. And they walked from the fires unharmed. So I say to 
you, they may burn down a building, but they can never burn down our faith. They may 
desec~ate a structure, but they can never desecrate our souls. For we are God's peore cyid . ;J( 
we will not be moved. c:;.~ ~. I c>--6 ·~ 

'"Dr·1.,:.1,-- I ,/J"'--- ~ rflA._, 

We who are frnmthis part of the country knowall too well how people have tried to 
divide us by race:"""-for years we lived with the fe that racial violence could erupt at any 
mo1~ent. _)Yehved through th~ ugly era ~t(!'ync rngs .and cross b.urnings and church 
burning\.) Bl.it Ion~ ago, we said no, th~t ~snot_ A~11en~a. That Is not our way .. We _____{('~ 

__ ._IJ.l)derst6'~d-as~ taught, "A house div1ded against Itself can not stand.'" ~rash '-ou::::fJ_J 

/,,,.- of church burnings reminds us that our work is not yet done. An attack on a:\J;m:el'J is an ~--~ 
/C- ~tack on America's basic commitment to religious freedom. An attack on~ f I. -. O'HIJ 

~ ~orship is an attack on our national conscience. And so today, I call on e~rVcttizen to r 
t come together as one America, lack and white. alik to smother the fires of hatred~e.t ktid \CJ7 ~ 

( i,~.,...,Jl.v-~is vicrlefl'OO:- We must stand together as a ational community to rebuild our churches, ~ 
restore hope, and show the forces of hatred hat they cannot win. _. l.i .....,~ 

'\ \)~ ~"W\_ /¥'</ ~\ I 'V-o '$~ 
Martin Luther King once said, "What self-centered men have torn down, other- ~1-ra- / 

centered men can build up." Rev. Mackey and the men and women of Mt. Zion have shown ~~ 
us the meaning of those words. After your church was burned to the ground last year, your A_J., co4 
faith remained unshaken. You refused to be defeated. You have come togeth~~ .J 
community to rebuild. And in a few days, this new church will be filled with Joyful sound 
of worship and thanks giving. 

As I said last Saturday, I am determined to do everything in my power to get to the 
bottom of these church burnings. And today, I want to announce a series of steps we are 



taking to protect our citizens and enforce the law. [ANNOUNCE ACTIONS] 

But in the end, we know that the only way we will defeat this evil is if every 
American makes a commitment to be a part of the solution. · , " he .-C' 1,£...'<_ 
only El=ttng flecessary for the tritnnpli ()f evtl-i-s-feF-get:>cl-men-to-cro-nuthi~' So I ch enge -
individuals to donate their money and their muscles to help these churches rebuild. I am 
pleased that volunteers from Habitat for Humanity have agreed to work alongside church 
members to rebuild their structures. .:B~, 

I challenge ministers and religious leaders to speak out against this violence from your 
pulpits. The burning of churches is a moral outrage that must be strongly denounced from 
every corner of this country. ~ cfa...~ 

I challenge the business community to d~ money, services or materials to help in 
the ~ebuildin_g. I an~ pleased that NationsBan~i~ offering ~o ~a~ up to ~50~0?0 per incident 
for information leading to the arrest and conviction of the md1v1dual or rnd1v1duals 
responsible for these church arsons. Every business can do something. 

I challenge celebrities and sports stars to answer the call of football all-pro Reggie 
White who yesterday called on his fellow athletes to add their voices and resources to this 
effort. 

America ~g~::.e of our extraordinary religious and ethnic diversiiy. We 
must never turn our backs on these blessings. We must treat them as if the very life of our 
country depends on them -- because it does. 

Thank you and God bless you all. 

--

}JJl_~ ~ ~~ --- -
Q S*"J d(__ 

{-a 0... ~r~ cs;: dV\ 1 &-e --
SvJ ~-
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I run a~king Habitat for Humanity lntemationol, n leader In the non~\rnfH 

hout0ing world to draw upon their most vnltu~bJe resourcc--thelr volunteers- to 

reach out to the cc.mununitiM that have lo~t churches 1n a tttrlng of vJdous arson 
uttackt>. Jior 20 years Habitat for Humal'\lty ln~maUorw1 has been uniting peoplt> 
fr<.ltn all walks <.if life in its mi8sion t<., ellmfnate eubstandard housing. ThiH 
organiution thal has rallied hundred~ of thousands of individm'Jls to buiJd 

nearly S0,000 homes worldwide is in the best rosltlon to r!'Ovidc leadcr.9hip and 

motivate voJuntcc.-trR to rt..->build the churches thAt h1wc been d.-.stroyed. · 

IHs my W\derst.anding that the A!abama A!llsoclati<.'n of Habitat for Humanity 
affiliates has alrc~ady begun coorc.iinattng volunteers in rebuilding three of the 
five churches that WCI\-! burnc.'?d in Alabama. Habitat's founder and prt'?!lident, 
Millard Fuller is here tuday to (haU~nge volunteers throughout tna cou11try t'> · 

hetp t'(·hund the chut'(.hes. fi tl-1/af r-PZJo ::#::" 
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Cllnlan Stawmem 

I am as'king l·fabitat for Humanity lnt-ernutional, n lcadf.r in the nonprnfH 
hOUtiing world to dre~ up(>n their inost valuable re11ourcc-thclr volunteert'-to 
rc~ch out to the (ommunitieR that have lo.~t church~i in n strlng of vJdC\u.~ '1rson 

'1ttacks. Jlor 20 years Habitat for Humanlty ln~tr111tionol has been uniting peop1~ 
from all walks uf life.? in its m;ssion tl> eliminate &ubstandord housing. lhis 
organi:a1tion that has ruJJied hundreds tlf thousl\t\di:i of individuals to build 

m~arly 50,000 homes worldwide is in tht! best p<.lsitinn to provide J~adership and 

motivate vc>Juntcers to rebuild th~ chtu·ches thnt hR.V<? been dtr.stmy~d. 

It ls n1y W\derst.anding that the Alabama Assodaticm nf Habltttt for Humanity 
affiliates hns alrc:'1dy begun coordinating volunt~ers in rebuiJdil\g three of the 
five churche,; that were bu.rru.~d in Alabama. Habitat's fcnmder and pu'!~jdent, 

Millard Fuller is here tvday to c:h1l.fonge volunteer~ throughout tht~ country to 
help n.~build the churr.hes. 
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Jam al'king Hobitat fc.1r Humnnlty Jnl'ernationsl, n lc~der In the ru:niprnfH 
hOUJliing world to draw upt)Jl their mo~t vnluable reNulucc--thclr vulunteera- to 

r~.i"h out to the C(.11nmunitie1i that have lo~t C'hurches 1n n l!ltrlng of vJdt'u~ urson 
attack.-. Po.r 20 yeari Hnbitat f<.lr 'Humanity IntC!mlltionol has been uniting peopl~ 

frc.1m all walk& ,,f lifo i1i its mi~i.;;ion t"' ellmhiftte substandard h(J\.lsing. ThiN 

(')rganiz;:,tion thDl has rullled hundred" aC t.hn1.>sandA cJf Jr\dividuill.s to bllild 

m~arJy 50,000 homes worldwide is in tht! beit pc.1sltle1ii to pr<>vidc- Jeadcrship a1id 

oiot.ivatc valunt<mra to rebuild thtl churches thnt hRvc been d~atroy~d. · 

His n1y unde.t·standing that the Alabnma AttsociBtiun of Habitnt for HumanHy 
affiliat('R hns akr.iidy pcgun cocmJinatJng volunteers iJi rebuHding three of the 

five cli-urcheR that were buriu~d tn Alabama. H1tbltot's Cnt.uider and pr,~tddent, 

Millard Fullc1· is here tudfty to chid.lrm~e volunr.eer11 throughout thl~ country to 

help tdHtild the churdieei. 
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Wliat has happened. 

POLICY 

RECENT ADMINISTRATION ACTIONS 
IN CHURCH FIRES INVESTIGATIONS 

JUNE 11, 1996 

202 622 7301 P.02 

President Clinton devoted his weekly radio address to the federal commitment to solving 
these church arsons. He discussed four actions which the administration has enacted. 

• Treasury and Justice have formalized a high-level task force, chaired by Assistant 
Treasury Secretary James Johnson and Assistant Attorney General Deval. Patrick. ATF 
Director John Magaw and FBI Director Louis Freeh also will serve on the Task Force. 
The President has asked the task force to report its progress to him. 

• Federal law enforcement has developed materials to instruct churches on protecting their 
churches from arsonists. The materials will be delivered directly to churches in the 
Southeast by ATP agents, and also will be delivered through national church 
organizations. 

• ATF has established a toll-free number to obtain information relating to these crimes. 
The number is 1-888-ATF-FIRE, and is currently operational. 

• The Administration has announced its support of the Hyde-Conyers bill which will 
expedite federal prosecution of these crimes as civil rights violations. That bill is 
scheduled for mark up by the House Judiciary Committee today. 

• A delegation of ministers whose churches have been burned and other concerned clergy 
were in Washington over the weekend. Some of the minist.ers were present during the 
President's radio address. The group met with Attorney General Reno on Sunday and 
with Treasury Secretary Rubin on Monday. Assistant Secretary Johnson and Assistant 
Attorney General Patrick wer~ present during both meetings. The ministers' main theme 
at these meetings was the insensitivity of federal agents in conducting these 
investigations and a request for heightened federal concern to white supremacist actions. 

• Assistant Secretary Johnson and Assistant Attorney General Patrick, along with 
representatives of the FBI and ATF, held a lengthy meeting with the ministers on 
Monday afternoon. Johnson and Patrick also attended a prayer service held by the 
ministers on Sunday evening. 

Action Plan 

• The Treasury/Justice Task Force will convene this afternoon to complete its plan of 
action for oversight of these investigations. On Thursday, the Task Force will bring to 
Washington every United States Attorney, and ATP and FBT Special Agent-in-Charge 
from the areas where these church fires have occurred, for consultations. 
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ATF CHURCH FIRES INVESTIGATIONS 

FACT SHEET 

June 11, 1996 

• A TF is currently investigating 27 fires that have occurred since January 1995 at 
African-American congregations in 9 southern states (Alabama, Mississippi, 
Tennessee, Georgia, Louisiana, South Carolina, North Carolina, Texas and Virgjnia). 

• We are 100% committed to solving these crimes. Whatever it takes, however long, and 
whomever is responsible. 

• More than 100 A 1F agents have participated on one or more of the multi-agency ta<;k 
forces investigating the fires .. These agents cover the entire range of A TF's arson 
investigative resources, including Certified Fire Investigators (CFls), National 
Response Teams (NRTs), Polygraph Examiners, Accelerant Detecting Canines, 
Auditors, and Forensic Chemists. The multi-agency task forces are also using ATF's 
lead-developing computer software ASCMe (Advanced Serial Case Management) 
system. More agents are being detailed to these investigations as the need arises. 

• These investigations have resulted in the arrests of eight persons. Two of those arrested 
are acknowledged members of the Ku Klux Klan. A TF is working very closely with 
the FBland state and local authorities and with the Department of Justice and the local 
United States Attorneys to pursue leads and successfully resolve all other 
investigations. 

• Arson investigations arc typically long-term projects. ATF's clearance rate for church 
arson cases since 1 991 is 70%, while the clearance rate nationwide for arson cases is 
less than 25%. ATF and Treasury are committed to solving these crimes. 

• Treasury is conscious of the need .of the appearance of integrity in these investigations. 
Accordingly, none of the ATF agents who were referred for disciplinary inquiry or 
counseling because of their participation in the Good 0' Boys Roundups continue to 
work on any of the church fire investigations. 

• More than 20% of the ATF 1.00~plus agents who have participated in these cases are 
African American. ATF has done an exemplary job in diversifying its Special Agent 
ranks--today 10% of ATF's Special Agents are African American. 
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BUREAU OF ALCOHOL,. TOBACCO AND FIREARMS 
ARSON AND EXPLOSIVES DIVISION 

ARSON ENFORCEMENT BRANCH 

DATE:JUNE11, 1996 

CHURCH FIRES FACT SHEET 

NUMBER OF ACTIVE CHURCH FIRE INVESTIGATIONS AT 
PREDOMINANTLY AFRICAN AMERICAN CHURCHES IN THE 
SOUTHEAST UNITED STATES, SINCE JANUARY 1995: ..................................... 24 
(SEE PAGE 3 - GREEN! IN 1995 ............... 5 

IN 1996 .............. li 

FIRES BY STATE (INCLUDING THOSE SOLVED BY ARREST) 

TENNESSEE 
LOUISIANA 
MISSISSIPPI 
GEORGIA 

6 
5 
3 
1 

SOUTH CAROLINA 
ALABAMA 
NORTH CAROLINA 
VIRGINIA 

NUMBER OF PREDOMINANTLY AFRICAN AMERICAN 
CHURCH FIRE INVESTIGATIONS IN THE SOUTHEAST 
UNITED STATES, SINCE JANUARY 1995, THAT HAVE 

6 
5 
3 
1 

BEEN SOLVED BY ARREST: ............................... ". ........................................... ..§ 

NUMBER OF PERSONS ARRESTED: ................................................................. _a 
(SEE PAGE 2 • PINK) 

NUMBER OF PREDOMINANTLY AFRICAN AMERICAN CHURCH 
FIRES IN THE SOUTHEAST UNITED ST ATES THAT HA VE BEEN 
CLEARED BY ATF CERTIFIED FIRE INVESTIGATORS AS 
ACCIDENTAL FIRES, SINCE JANUARY 1995: ................................................... _6 

(SEE PAGE 2 - PINK) 

NUMBER OF OPEN ATF CHURCH FIRE INVESTIGATIONS 
NATIONWIDE SINCE JANUARY 1995 (ALL CHURCHES): ................................... 49 

IN 1995 ...... ll 
IN 1996 ...... ,Jl. 

NUMBER OF ATF CHURCH FIRE INVESTIGATIONS 
NATIONWIDE SINCE OCTOBER 1991 (ALL CHURCHES): ................................... 145 
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(PINK) -2- . 
CHURCH FIRES FACT SHEET 

CASES. CLOSED BY ARREST 
SOUTHEAST UNITED STATES - JANUARY 1995 TO PRESENT 

DATE OF FIRE NAME OF CHURCH LOCATION NAME OF ARRESTED-DATE 

06-20-95 

. 06-22-95 

08-15-95 

02-28-96 

03-30-96 

06-06-96. 

DATE 

12-11-95 

02-03·96 

03-12-96 

03-13-96 

03-25-96 

03-25-96 

04-07·96 

06·08·96. 

MT., ZION AME CHURCH WILLIAM.SBURG CO., SC 

MACEDONIA BAPTIST MANNING, SC 

ST. JOHN BAPTIST LEXINGTON CO., SC 

NEW LIBERTI BAPTIST TYLER, ALABAMA 

EL BETHAL CHURCH SATARTIA, MS 

MA TIHEWS PRESBYTERIAN CHARLOTIE, NC 

ACCIDENTAL ·FIRES 

GARY COX - JUNE 95 
TIM WELCH - JUNE 95 

SAME AS ABOVE 

ROGER EMERSON - MAY 96 
17 YEAR OLD MALE 
17 YEAR OLD MALE 

CHRIS DEER - MARCH 96 

ENOCH ADAMS -MARCH 96 

13 YEAR OLD FEMALE -
JUNE 1996 

SOUTHEAST UNITED STATES - JANUARY 1995 TO PRESENT 

NAME OF CHURCH LOCATION OF CHURCH CAUSE 

•JERUSALEM BAPTIST BOLIGEE, ALABAMA ELECTRICAL 

GRA YLAND BAPTIST RICHMOND, VIRGINIA ELECTRICAL 

•MT. ROSE BAPTIST PURDUE HILL. ALABAMA ELECTRICAL 

ST. JAMES CHURCH GOD GASTONIA. NORTH CAROLINA VAGRANTS 

MISSIONARY BAPTIST SELMA, ALABAMA THUNDER STORM 

KRONE BAPTIST CHURCH RANKIN CO., MS THUNDER STORM 

ST. PAULS PRIMITIVE BAP. LAUDERDALE CO .•. MS CIGARETIE 

LEXINGTON PRESBYTERIAN LEXINGTON. SC THUNDER STORM 

• - NOT A FULL ATF INVESTIGATION IC & 0 BY STATE INVESTIGATOR) · 
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CHURCH FIRES FACT SHEET 

DATE 

01-13-95 
01-13-95 
01-31-95 
12-22-95 
12-30-95 

01-06-96 
01-08-96 
01-11-96 
01-11-96 

ACTIVE ATF CHURCH FIRE INVESTIGATIONS 
AFRICAN AMERICAN CHURCHES 

SOUTHEAST UNITED STATES 

JANUARY 1995 TO PRESENT 

. NAME OF CHURCH LOCATION 

JOHNSON GROVE BAPTIST BELLS, TN 
MACEDONIA BAPTIST DENMARK, TN 
MT. CALVERY BAPTIST HARDEMAN CO., TN 
MT. ZION BAPTIST BOLIGEE, AL 
SALEM BAPTIST GIBSON CO., TN 

OHOVAH AME CHURCH ORRUM, NC 
INNERCITY CHURCH KNOXVILLE, TN 
LITTLE MT. ZION BAPTIST GREEN CO., AL 
MT. ZOAR BAPTIST GREEN CO., AL 

. 02-01-96 CYPRESS GROVE BAPTIST E. BATON ROUGE, LA 
02-01-96 ST. PAULS FREE BAPTIST E. BATON ROUGE, LA 
02-01-96 SWEET HOME BAPTIST E. BATON ROUGE, LA 
02-01-96 THOMAS CHAPEL BEN. SOC. E. BATON ROUGE, LA 
02-21-96 GLORIOUS CHURCH OF GOD RICHMOND, VA 
03-05-96 ST. PAUL AME CHURCH HATLEY, MS 
03-20-96 NEW MT. ZION BAPTIST RULESVILLE, MS 
03-27-96 GAYS HILL BAPTIST MILLEN, GA 
04-11-96 ST. CHARLES BAPTIST PAINCOURTVILLE, LA 
04-.13-96 ROSEMARY BAPTIST BARNWELL, SC 
04-26-96 EFFINGHAM BAPTIST EFFINGHAM, SC 
05-14-96 MT. PLEASANT BAPTIST TIGRETT, TN 
05-23-96 MT. TABOR BAPTIST CERRO GORDO, NC 
05-24-96 PLEASANT HILL BAPTIST LUMBERTON, NC 
06-03-96 RISING .STAR BAPTIST GREENSBORO, AL 

TOTAL 24 

202 622 7301 P.06 

A TF DIVISION 

NASHVILLE 
NASHVILLE 
NASHVILLE 
BIRMINGHAM 
NASHVILLE .. 

CHARLOTTE 
NASHVILLE 
BIRMINGHAM 
BIRMINGHAM 
NEW ORLEANS 
NEW ORLEANS, 
NEW ORLEANS~ 
NEW ORLEANS 
WASHINGTON · 
BIRMINGHAM 
BIRMINGHAM 
ATLANTA 
NEW ORLEANS 
CHARLOTTE 
CHARLOTTE 
NASHVILLE 
CHARLOTTE 
CHARLOTTE 
BIRMINGHAM 

NOTE: DOES NOT INCLUDE ACCIDENTAL FIRES OR CASES CLOSED BY ARREST 
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a sk force to bring tog~ther all of these investigations. · FBI Director Louis Freeh and ATF ~ 
Director John Magaw will also serve on this task force. I have asked them to report back~ 

{)AU~ ~~is~~e ~~~ ~ " 

~ . I am also pleased that the Congress is expressing bipartisan concern on this. issue. I 
support the goals of the legislation introduced by Congressmen John Conyers and Henry 
Hyde which will make it easier to bring federal prosecutions against those who attack houses · 

ofwo~~hip. . ~ · tJ~~ 
, . e,/)R uJ--£ I j !St ~-': 

. But, in the end we all must acce ou e of responsibility. To the extent that ~ 
these crimes are racially motivated, we all must realize that they are an outgrowth of a L 
cli111ate of racial hostility that still _holds sway in too many hearts and minds in this country. f'JJ t<­
~said in his eulogy for the little girls of Birmingham, these church 
bu:nings have something to say to every pol!tician and eve~ citizen who has fed hi~ .. ll-'-f-4o ~ll.5. 
neighbors "the stale bread of hatred and spoiled m~t of r!!9is~; "~~~ · 

lJ9-~~.~. ~~~~~ .~ ~· 
Rehg10us treedom-1s one of the founding pnnc1ples of ·our dem cracy and the black --1- /-,{ 

- ·church has historically been the center of worship, outreach and community life for millions ~ 
o.f families in this country. That is why it was so hard for Reverend Terrence Mackey to 
break the news to his daughter l~st June when they awoke to find an ash scarred field in the ~,;: ./-. 
spot where only the day before stood their church home -- Mount Zion AME Church in ~C!J 
Greeleyville, South Carolina. Rev. Mackey reassured his daughter with these words. He . 
told her, "They didn't burn down the church. They burned down the building in which w .. 
hold church. The church is inside all of us." On June 15 Rev: Mackey, his daughter and · 
his congregation will march from the site of the old church to a brand new building. And al ). 
Americans will march with them in spirit. ""<~UL.. 

We must all do our part to end this rash of violence'. America is a great country 
because for more than 200 years we have strived to honor eligious freedom and the 
extraordinary diversity ot"our people. The only way we ill succeed in the 2 lst century is if 
we unleash the full power of our diversity and refuse t let anything divide us. 

Thanks for listening. 


